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Socio-economics Analysis: to  assess  economic  viability  and  accounting  for patrimonial  
non-market  costs  and  advantages

-1 Gathering socio-economic information and evaluation  of  case  studies
-2 Focus Groups
-3 Patrimonial  economic  assessment 

-1 Evaluation  of  case  studies (farms survey and analysis)
Aquaculture is illustrated by a range of technical, economic and social choices that can be 
translated into infrastructures, intensity, suitable species and farm sites. To a wide extend they are 
inter-related. Infrastructures, site and species will depend on economics. Despite suitable species, 
culture, site and technology, a farm will fail if the demand is not sufficient for the product. Each of 
these inter-related components is a cause of failure if they are not properly considered.

If technical ability is a 
precondition it will fail if it is 
commercially uneconomic. 
Economic failure may stem from 
production, technical or cost 
problems, or from marketing 
problem. If there's no expectation 
that economically viable 
aquaculture projects are possible, 
there are no environmental issues 
related to aquaculture that 
matter, nor social equity, income 
distribution or regulations issues.

Based on technico-economic analysis results from a detailed survey over case studies, producers' 
perception about all technical options and innovations conducted by SEACASE will be tested.

adapted from Applefor, Lucas and Southgate (2003)

SPECIES
Biology / Knowledge

CULTURE METHODS
Structure / Intensity / Water Turnover

FARM SITE ECONOMICS



-2 Focus Groups
Focus group discussions produce qualitative 
information and position the farms survey results in a 
wider frame where sustainability issue, commercial 
strategies are debated. Group interaction can bring 
out additional information as people tend to express 
views that they might be not express if interviewed as 
individuals.

-3 Patrimonial  economic  assessment 
Natural and cultural assets attached to extensive aquaculture and that 
might be valued beyond strict market values are referred here as
patrimony. Different methods may be applied (Contingent Valuation, 
Transport Cost, Hedonistic Prices, Conservation or Defense expenses…). They 
all try to give a quantitative estimate in terms of market price equivalent 
values of what society is willing to pay or to receive to achieve sustainable, 
amongst other by preserving natural and cultural assets. The eel
aquaculture in wetlands along the Atlantic coast in France is the support for 
this Patrimonial Analysis as non-market benefits associated to extensive 
aquaculture were highlighted (maintenance of biodiversity, increase in 
natural productivity, landscape related functionalities, multifunctionalities), 
or indirectly monetary impacts (tourists based opportunities, recreational 
activities).
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