
Student Workers
Making a Difference



OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

The Valley Library
Main Campus, Corvallis

Marilyn Potts Guin Library
Hatfield Marine Science Center, Newport

OSU-Cascades Campus
Bend

THE MESSENGER

OSU Libraries
Oregon State University
121 The Valley Library
Corvallis, OR 97331-4501
(541) 737-4633
http://osulibrary.oregonstate.edu/messenger/

Karyle S. Butcher
Donald and Delpha Campbell University
Librarian

Editor: Kerrie Cook
Kerrie.Cook@oregonstate.edu

Assistant Editor: Kristy Swan

Editorial Committee:
Melissa Maloney
Alice Mang
Cliff Mead
Elizabeth Nielsen
Chris Petersen
Sara Thompson
Ruth Vondracek

Photos by:
Kerrie Cook
Stephen Meyer
OSU Archives

The Messenger is published biannually.

Page 7
Campus Research
Magazine

Page 12
Winnie and Carl
TottenON THE COVER:

Student library workers (from top to
bottom): Alison Tanaka, Sanjay Soman,
Andrew Wicks, and Karen Cha.

Page 6
The Bubl Collection

Page 10
Incredible Finds

IN THIS ISSUE:
From the University Librarian 3
Library News 4
Staff and Faculty News 5
World War II Collection
The Bubl Collection 6
Campus News
OSU Research Magazine—Terra 7
Student Workers
In Their Own Words 8
Incredible Finds
The Book Whisperer 10
Linus Pauling Legacy Award
Dr. John D. Roberts receives award 11
Donor Corner
Winnie and Carl Totten 12
Through the Years
Photo Album of the library 13
Library Projects Become Art
Graphic art students 14

2 T H E  M E S S E N G E R ,  S P R I N G  2 0 0 6



FROM THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIAN

…while the students are working
in the library, they are also developing

work habits that they can use in
their future search for a job.

Hello Library Supporters,Hello Library Supporters,

t is with great pride that I write this letter to you to tell you a bit about what our student workers do for OSU
Libraries. Most of this issue of The Messenger has been dedicated to our student workers. As of January 1, 2006,
we had 124 students employed here. While the number of hours students work will vary with their class sched-
ules, a typical student works 10–15 hours a week. As you read further in The Messenger, you will discover that they
are major contributors to the services we provide. What is particularly neat about this arrangement is that while the

students are working in the library, they are also learning about libraries, acquiring information seeking skills, and develop-
ing work habits that they can use in their future search for a job.

As you know from past Messengers, one
way we look to honor our graduating stu-
dents is the presentation of the Carl E.
Totten graduating senior award. This award
was funded by Winnie Totten to honor her
husband, Carl, and is awarded to three
graduating seniors who have been nomi-
nated by their department for their exem-
plary work in the library. The goal of Winnie
Totten was to give the students a head start
in life upon their graduation. Each award is
for $1000 and typically has been used by
our students to pay the first month’s rent on
an apartment, purchase interview clothes, or
put in the bank for future use. Each awardee
has commented to me that receiving this gift
has made their foray into life after college
much easier.

As always, I thank you for your support
and your encouragement, and I want to
extend an invitation to each of you to visit
the library in order to see how your gifts
have made a difference.

Sincerely,

Karyle Butcher
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Some of our wonderful student workers (from left to right)
Jabin Kahl, Allison Epstein, Jacy Smith, Amy Cha, Jennifer Kubus, Neha George,
Andrew Wicks, Michelle Cassinelli, Mason Caldwell, Cheryl Rowley, Allison Wilsey
and Marcy Simmons.
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LIBRARY NEWS

The Map, the Computer,
and the Library: OSU’s
GIS Day
OSU Libraries participated in the an-
nual National Geographic Society GIS
Day last November. GIS Day provides
an opportunity for middle school stu-
dents to learn about the technologies
that geographers use to better under-
stand and manage our world. Over 400
middle school students from as far away
as Beaverton made the trip to Corvallis.
They were treated to Dr. Dawn Wright
(aka Deepsea Dawn) discussing how
GIS can be used to map everything
from the ocean floor topography to
coral reefs to oil spill impacts and
cleanup operations. The students also
had the opportunity to learn about
global positioning systems, or GPS, by
taking a hike through the OSU campus
using GPS units to get from one cam-
pus landmark to another. The Geo-
sciences Department opened its doors
to showcase some of the exciting re-
search projects that are using GIS, and
the City of Corvallis provided its Mobile
GIS truck to illustrate the importance of
mapping technologies in managing the
city’s water and sewer lines, streets, and
other critical elements of the infrastruc-
ture that we all rely on.

The library has been an active partner
with the Geosciences Department in
previous GIS Days, hosting the vendor
fair, where industry and academic
departments showcase the spatial tech-
nologies they use in their business or
research. This year’s event was held in
the LaSells Stewart Center to accommo-
date the increasing number of attend-
ees, but the library once again demon-
strated its Willamette Basin Explorer
and North Coast Explorer websites to
enthusiastic students. Students were
able to zoom in and pick out their
schools, or even their houses, using the
Explorer tools.

The Oregon Explorer is one of OSU
Libraries’ ongoing projects to create a

Six panelists discussing ethics and scientific
integrity.

comprehensive digital natural resources
library for the state of Oregon. It is an
outgrowth of earlier focused digital
initiatives that investigated how the
Library and the Institute for Natural
Resources could collaborate with other
partners and provide access to digital
information about Oregon’s major river
basins.

The sites allow anyone with a com-
puter to gain a better understanding of
the environmental and cultural condi-
tions within these watersheds. As it
turns out, some of the information most
useful to understanding a watershed
comes in the form of maps, showing
land cover, floodplain locations, historic
flood extents, agricultural land or urban
areas.

Reading
Friday evening, January 20, 2006,

author Steve Stern read from his latest
novel, The Angel of Forgetfulness. The
Valley Library rotunda was filled to
capacity with students and faculty.

Some of his other works include The
Wedding Jester, Isaac and the
Undertaker’s Daughter, and Lazar
Malkin Enters Heaven.

Ethics Panel
A forum on scientific integrity and
ethics was hosted by the OSU depart-
ment of philosophy and the OSU
Spring Creek Project on Wednesday,
March 1, 2006 in The Valley Library
rotunda. Questions regarding academic
freedom in OSU’s College of Forestry
as well as the national debates on global
warming and management of public
lands prompted organization of the
discussion.

Terms such as “academic freedom”
“scientific integrity” and “conflict of
interest” were discussed. The forum
featured panelists Ed Brook, Associate
Professor of Geosciences; Courtney
Campbell, Chairman of the Philosophy
Department; John Cassady, Vice Presi-

dent for Research; Anne Guerry, a
doctoral candidate in zoology; Jonathan
Kaplan, Assistant Professor of Philoso-
phy; and Mary Jo Nye, a Professor of
History and Horning Professor of
Humanities. The ways in which science
interacts with public policy were dis-
cussed, as were ethics within the
scientific community and the effects of
funding upon research.

David Broder Presents
Pulitzer Prize-winning political journal-
ist David Broder of the Washington
Post participated in a panel discussion in
The Valley Library’s main rotunda
Thursday, April 20, 2006. Several OSU
political scientists took part in the
discussion. The country’s increased level
of polarization of voters; the changes in
journalism in the last 50 years, and the
lack of trust by the American people of
the news media were topics of discus-
sion.

Garcia Lorca Event
The Department of Foreign Languages
and OSU Libraries hosted a reading
event in honor of the late Spanish poet,
Garcia Federico Lorca. It was held in
the rotunda of The Valley Library on
April 27, 2006, which was the 70th
anniversary of his death. Participants
took turns reading his poems and plays
throughout the day. Students were
encouraged to practice their Spanish
reading skills and participated with
enthusiasm. (See poster on page 14.) X
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Congratulations:
Bonnie Allen has been
appointed

Dean of Libraries at
the University of
Montana in
Missoula. We will
all miss Bonnie as
she leaves us for the
big blue sky and
this wonderful
promotion in July.

Kerrie Cook was appointed as
Executive Assistant
to the University
Librarian, Karyle
Butcher, in Febru-
ary. She will be the
new editor of The
Messenger, so if you
have any sugges-
tions for future
editions please do
contact her.

Anne-Marie Deitering was recently
appointed as the Undergraduate Ser-
vices Librarian, a new position focused
on developing and
delivering services
to support under-
graduate learning at
OSU. She is devel-
oping partnerships
across campus to
find new ways to
connect under-
graduates to infor-
mation resources
and research instruction. She is also
working on changes in the library,
expanding the services and technology
available in The Valley Library Informa-
tion Commons to better support 21st
century learners.

STAFF AND FACULTY NEWS

Congratulations
to John Pollitz,
Associate University
Librarian, for being
elected to the at-
large trustee posi-
tion on the board of
the Bibliographical
Center for Re-
search. BCR is a
non-profit, multi-state, library service
cooperative that was founded in 1935
to provide cost-effective library and
information services.

Congratulations to Susan Wood
who completed her MAIS in Women

Studies and English
this spring. Susan
has worked at the
library since 2001
in Interlibrary Loan
and left us in late
June for career
prospects in Colo-
rado. X

Sabbatical:
Paula McMillen started off with
three major directions for her 8-

month sabbatical,
which began in
January:
• looking at an

ongoing assess-
ment project with
student informa-
tion literacy

• continuing her
collaborative
work on the Bibliotherapy Education
Project with Dr. Dale Pehrsson and

• developing a new course on
multicultural children’s literature
which she’ll be teaching for the
College of Education this summer
and for Emporia State University’s
library program in the future.

Anne-Marie Deitering and Paula
completed a lengthy article on the role
of assessment in the “teaching library”
which has been accepted for a special

issue of Public Services Quarterly. That
gave them a start on looking at the data
from some focus groups they conducted
with OSU seniors last spring.

Paula and Dr. Pehrsson, presented at
the joint annual conference for the
American and Canadian Counseling
Associations (ACA and CCA) in
Montreal, Canada in April on using
multicultural literature in counseling,
and it was very well received. She also
applied for and received a small grant
from the Association for Creativity in
Counseling (a division of ACA) for a
national survey of counselors on how
they use books as an adjunct to therapy.
Paula and Anne-Marie will be getting
that underway in the fall. Paula also is
helping to write a book chapter on
using bibliotherapy for children experi-
encing divorce with Dr. Pehrsson, and
she is just starting a longer article about
using multicultural literature therapeuti-
cally with children and adolescents. She
organized and submitted a panel pre-
sentation proposal for next year’s ACRL
conference, about collaborating with
partners outside the library. Jeanne
Davidson and Margaret Mellinger will
be her fellow panelists if the proposal is
accepted.

Paula has ordered her texts and
created a first draft of a syllabus for the
summer class on children’s multicultural
literature, and had her first mini-lesson
in setting the class up in BlackBoard
classroom software. She is keeping up-
to-date on new children’s and young
adult literature.

She stated that she is very grateful for
the opportunity to focus on advancing
and expanding her scholarship during
this time away from other responsibili-
ties and sincerely appreciates the extra
workload shouldered by her colleagues
in her absence. X

Paula McMillen

Susan Wood

John Pollitz

Bonnie Allen

Kerrie Cook

Anne-Marie
Deitering
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WORLD WAR II COLLECTION

The Bubl Collection
by Debbie Hackleman, Librarian for
Systems Applications

Imagine yourself as a young person
eager to serve your country in
response to being attacked by a

foreign power. The time is the mid-
20th century and the United States has
just become personally involved in
World War II. Then imagine yourself
with a physical or medical condition
which prevents you from making this
patriotic commitment. In my mother’s
case she wanted to enlist in the Army as
a nurse, but her eyesight was so poor
that she was ineligible. She was eventu-
ally able to serve her country by travel-
ing from Illinois to Oregon and work-
ing in the VA Hospital in Vancouver,
Washington. This article is about an-
other person from Illinois who chan-
neled his patriotism in a different direc-
tion.

Edward C. Bubl was born in Cicero,
Illinois, on January 15, 1919, where he
grew up. He then attended Morton
Junior College from 1937–1939, the
University of Illinois from 1939–1941,

the University of Wisconsin
from 1943–1945, and Oregon
State College from 1946–1948.
He earned his BS from the
University of Illinois, his MS
from the University of Wiscon-
sin, and his Ph.D. from OSC.
He married Janet Laird on
August 28, 1943, and the
couple had three children,
Charles Edward (Chip), Mary
Ellen, and Janet Elizabeth. Bubl
worked as a Research Assistant
for Lilly Research Labs in India-
napolis, Indiana, during the
time between earning his BS and seek-
ing his MS. He was a Teaching Assistant
at the University of Wisconsin while
working on his master’s degree and,
upon completion of his MS, was hired
at OSC in July of 1946. After complet-
ing his Ph.D., Dr. Bubl was hired as an
Assistant Chemist in 1948, received
tenure in 1951 and was promoted to
Associate Chemist in 1956.

Due to a case of rheumatic fever in
high school, Dr. Bubl had a chronic
heart condition which made him ineli-
gible for service in the armed forces
during World War II and led to his

premature death in 1960 at the
age of 41. Dr. Bubl’s wife,
Janet, taught chemistry at OSC
prior to the birth of their chil-
dren, and then again following
her husband’s death. Their son,
Chip, earned his Master’s
degree in Horticulture at Or-
egon State University in 1979
and currently works for OSU
Extension in the Columbia
County Office.

In addition to many scien-
tific accomplishments, includ-
ing writing successful grant
proposals and publishing schol-
arly articles in his chosen pro-
fession, Dr. Bubl pursued his
passion for the history of World
Wars I and II by building a
collection of books. According
to his son, Chip, Dr. Bubl

corresponded with book sellers across
the country and in Europe as well as
searched through used and rare book
dealer stocks. Chip believes that his
father eventually hoped to do some
writing on aspects of the wars, in the
event that his heart condition prevented
him from continuing his rigorous
responsibilities as a university faculty
member. William Carlson and Rod
Waldron, both former Oregon State
University Library Directors, numbered
among Dr. Bubl’s friends and had an
interest in the collection.

Upon Dr. Bubl’s death 635 volumes
were donated to OSU Libraries and
cataloged as the Bubl Collection. They
include an interesting mix of books,
magazines and documents published
prior to, during and after the war. You
can find this collection on the 6th floor
of The Valley Library near other materi-
als on World War II. Volumes that are
either in fragile condition or are rare are
housed in the Special Collections area of
the library.

The Bubl family has given great
service to OSU through their teaching
and scholarship as well as through the
donation of this collection—a special
collection which grew from the passion
of a man who wanted to express his
patriotism for his country. X

A sample of the 635 books in the Bubl Collection.

Edward C. Bubl in the laboratory, 1958 (OSU Archives
P082:092)
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CAMPUS NEWS

OSU Research
Magazine—Terra
by Mark Floyd, Director of News and
Communication Services

O regon State University re-
search is taking center stage in
Terra, the university’s first

comprehensive research magazine,
which made its debut last week.

A proposal by OSU engineers to
develop a wave energy research and
development center on the Oregon
coast is the cover story in the inaugural
issue.

 Other stories focus on veterinary
medical students monitoring animal
health on Willamette Valley farms, and
efforts by scientists, writers and philoso-
phers to explore the human relationship
to nature through OSU’s Spring Creek
Project.

Produced by OSU’s University
Advancement division, with support
from the OSU Foundation, the 24-page
magazine will appear three times a year.
Copies are mailed to state legislators,
educators, community leaders and other
Oregon decision-makers.

“This is an exciting place to be,” said
Nick Houtman, OSU’s director of
research communications and editor of
Terra. “Oregon State is where the
largest share of non-medical research in
Oregon is done and our goal is to talk
about research across the campus, in all
the departments and research centers.”

“Students and faculty members work
closely with people throughout the
state,” Houtman added. “They deal
with practical problems like how to
improve math education, grow a better
wheat crop or where to put a wind
turbine. They study animal diseases,
which, as we hear now with avian flu,
can be precursors for human illness.
And our faculty does far more than

scientific research. They bring music,
poetry and literature to our communi-
ties and schools.”

“We want to use Terra to share what
they do more widely.”

Stories, additional photos and
chances to see and hear faculty and
students talk about their work are also
available at www.oregonstate.edu/terra
or in ScholarsArchive@OSU at http://
hdl.handle.net/1957/1427.

To receive a copy in the mail, contact
Nick Houtman, Director of Research
Communications at nick.houtman@
oregonstate.edu, or 541-737-0783. X

The inaugural cover of OSU’s first comprehensive research magazine.
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STUDENT WORKERS—IN THEIR OWN WORDS

Jennifer Kubus
Reference

Jennifer not only helps students that need
assistance at the reference desk but also is an
active participant in campus activities. She
was one of several students that joined our
bowling teams to raise money for the campus
food drive.

Working at OSU Libraries has been a
kind of tradition in my family. Many of
my aunts, uncles and cousins have
worked here, so I’ve always known that
it is a good place to work. I’m a grand-
child of Dale and Esther Kirk, both of
whom have worked at OSU Libraries. I
have worked at the reference desk since
being hired in August 2005, and it has
proved to be a valuable experience in
several ways. It has allowed me to
sharpen my people skills by working
with the public and to practice trouble-
shooting in a variety of areas. Both of
these skills will be helpful to me when I
apply for a job in the future. Currently
I’m a junior studying new media com-
munications, a liberal studies option at
OSU. I also work at KBVR-TV Channel
26 on campus and plan for a career in
television production.

Cheryl Rowley
Technical Services

Cheryl has worked at The Valley Library since
2003 working on special projects such as
converting catalog records from paper to
electronic for searching in the library catalog.

I work at OSU Libraries in materials
preservation. I have six years of library
experience and have had a wide range of
jobs. Currently I am helping to prepare
books for the bindery, receive them
bound, and prepare them for the shelf. I
have enjoyed working for the library,
because I love to read, enjoy the easy
access to research, and because of the
great atmosphere! I am an archaeology
major here at OSU and have worked in
the historical archaeology lab since
August 2004. I am interested in histori-
cal materials analysis.

I am looking for a position after
graduation as an historic archaeology
lab technician somewhere in the Port-
land/Corvallis area. I am hoping to
combine my archaeology, library, and
museum experience into a job such as
archiving or digitizing material.

I have always been interested in my
grandparents’ stories. I love history,
antiques and old photographs and that
was what got me interested in archeol-
ogy.

Karen Cha
Reference

Karen assists students at the reference desk,
providing answers to a wide variety of
questions.

I love libraries! I have been an avid
reader ever since I learned how to read!
In kindergarten I got to assemble those
old pockets and cards in all the new
books our classroom received. Then I
volunteered at the library to help check
out books. In middle school I started
helping our single librarian organize,
shelve, read, checkout, and tidy up the
library. In high school I was a librarian
assistant and did everything that I am
now doing at The Valley library. I’m
starting to think that I should go into
library science! Being around books just
seems so natural. Being at The Valley
Library has also been a big eye opener,
because it’s so complex. The librarians
do so much more than your typical
public librarian does. I get to meet all
the librarians and learn so many new
ways to do research and see what infor-
mation is available to me.

My aspiration is to become an op-
tometrist. I am majoring in general
science with the option of pre-optom-
etry and am currently a junior.
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Stephanie Evans
Archives

Stephanie assists patrons with questions
regarding microforms and maps, showing
them where materials are located and teaching
them how to use the microform reader printers.

I have wanted to go into library science
since high school and got my first
experiences at South Salem High
School. After working at a bookstore
and the state archives department, I
knew that I wanted to be working with
information technology as my career. I
will be graduating this term and going
to Simmons College in Boston in the
fall. My background in English Litera-
ture here at OSU has given me a pro-
found appreciation for printed materials.
My student worker position in the
archives and maps departments at The
Valley Library has added to this by
giving me first-hand experience in an
academic library. I can definitely picture
myself being in an academic library in
the future, but I’m also interested in the
private arena. I really don’t know how
to pick just one thing! That’s what
graduate school is for, right?

Corrine Duncan
Circulation

Corrine started out in collection maintenance
and now works the circulation counter. She
often is the person who volunteers to switch
shifts, fill in for absences and do things outside
of her normal work duties.

I love working at the library and have
been doing it half-time for the past four
years. I enjoy working with our staff,
and I enjoy meeting our patrons.

This June, I will graduate with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Environ-
mental Science. I plan to begin a
master’s program in the fall here in the
Department of Rangeland Ecology and
Management with Dr. Richard Miller.

OSU is not just the place I work and
where I went to school, I also met my
husband here, during my freshman year
in chemistry class. We were married last
June, just before he was called to duty
in Kuwait for the Army National Guard.
He will return in November to finish his
master’s in physics.

Eric Clark
Circulation

Eric provides customer service at the circula-
tion counter where he assists students with book,
laptop and study room check outs.

I’m a senior majoring in English, and I
hope in a few years to teach mid-level
language arts. I would like to someday
own a small business in my hometown.
As for working at OSU Libraries, I
enjoy how comfortable the work envi-
ronment is and how friendly everyone
seems to be. I applied in part because I
needed a job to pay bills but also be-
cause I wanted the experience working
with books to complement my English
degree. It’s a nice fit because it’s on
campus and I’m able to work a few
hours between classes, which cuts down
on time spent traversing between home
and school and work.
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Pages from An History of Fungusses,
Growing About Halifax.

INCREDIBLE FINDS

The Book Whisperer
by Cliff Mead, Head of
Special Collections

P atrick Layton has a love for old
books. There is something
special about the way they look

and feel that is so much different from
the books that are published today. In

his job as a library
technician for
Access Services at
The Valley Library,
he gets to handle
these books every
day, as he goes
from floor to floor
re-shelving items
that have been
pulled from the
stacks.

The thing that Patrick finds most
difficult about his job is when he en-
counters an older volume with original
lithographs, or colored plates, that have
been razored out by some unscrupulous
person.

Examples of Patrick’s finds which
have been pulled from the circulating
collection and added to the Special
Collections Vault include a first edition
of Discoveries in the Ruins of Nineveh
and Babylon by Austin Layard, pub-
lished in London in 1853. This impor-
tant account of Layard’s second ar-
chaeological expedition to the Middle
East, during which he excavated parts of
a number of major sites, offered a
completely different understanding
about these cultures thanks to the newly
deciphered cuneiform inscriptions by
linguist Henry Rawlinson.

Then there is the 4-volume
Life of Napoleon by Baron
Jomini, General-in-Chief and
Aide-de Camp to the Emperor
of Russia. This 1864 set is
notable for the last volume, an
atlas with 60 steel-plate engrav-
ings, water-colored by hand and
coded for troop positions. The
atlas covers campaigns from the
Valley of the Po in 1796 to the
Battle of Wavre in 1815. It is
very significant for students of
military cartography.

A particularly beautiful set
also rescued by Patrick is James
Bolton’s An History of
Fungusses, Growing About
Halifax, printed for and sold by
the author in 1791. Bolton was
a self-taught naturalist, who
worked as an illustrator for a
number of natural history publi-
cations in the mid-eighteenth
century. He became especially
interested in fungi, and when he
completed this magnum opus,
he was assured a place in the
history of mycology. The quality
of the nearly two hundred hand-
colored illustrations was such
that one could easily recognize
the fungus from the picture. As
such, it became a standard
guide.

In the last few years, Patrick
has identified well over one
hundred titles of antiquarian
books from The Valley Library
circulating collection which
were at risk of being stolen or
mutilated. By transferring these
items to a secure, closed stack
area of the library, he has saved
OSU tens of thousands of
dollars in lost books, and he has
ensured that these oft times
irreplaceable items will be made
available to future generations
of scholars. X

Patrick Layton



T H E  M E S S E N G E R ,  S P R I N G  2 0 0 6 1 1

LINUS PAULING LEGACY AWARD

Dr. John D. Roberts
Receives Award
by Chris Petersen, Faculty Research
Assistant, Special Collections

I think that Professor [John]
Roberts is one of the most promis-
ing, able, and original organic

chemists in the country…”
—Linus Pauling, January 16, 1956

On May 4, 2006, Dr. John D. Rob-
erts, Institute Professor of Chemistry
Emeritus from the California Institute
of Technology, became the fourth
recipient of the Linus Pauling Legacy
Award. The award, presented biennially
by OSU Libraries, is given to an indi-
vidual who has achieved excellence in a
subject of interest to Dr. Linus Pauling
(1901–1994), OSU’s most famous
alumnus.

In a scientific career spanning a
multitude of research interests over
more than sixty years, Dr. Roberts has
established himself as a seminal figure in
the advancement of modern organic
chemistry. One of Roberts’ many areas
of study, the development and applica-
tion of magnetic resonance imaging,
was the subject of his Legacy Award
Lecture, titled “Useful Knowledge
about NMR and MRI—How They
Work and How They are Used.”

In his lecture, Roberts, a renowned
teacher, exhibited his rare ability to
present complex ideas in a manner
accessible to a lay audience. Comparing
the spin of hydrogen atoms in atomic
nuclei to the needle of a compass, and
touching on points both technical (MRI
images are generated by “T1 and T2
phase decay”) and anecdotal (the first
MRI scans took four hours to com-
plete!), Roberts’ talk painted a fascinat-
ing portrait of a technology that, in
twenty-five years, has advanced from a
cumbersome and expensive infancy to
its current status as a “pervasive” medi-
cal diagnostic tool. What’s more, the

future of MRI promises to be extremely
exciting – a rash of contemporary MRI
experimentation is uncovering remark-
able new details about the human
brain’s response to light, movement and
even emotion.

Roberts likewise used the Legacy
Award Lecture to recount his memories
of “a most inspiring individual,” Linus
Pauling. Roberts first met Pauling in
1947 when Pauling traveled to New
York to receive the T.W. Richards
Medal from the northeast section of the
American Chemical Society. Roberts,
then on staff at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, recalls Pauling
as a “wonderful showman” who used
his Richards address to expound widely
upon the theme of unsolved problems.
In due course, Pauling variously used a
black metal box affixed with apples and
oranges to demonstrate molecular
structures and humorously detailed the
manner in which the Canada Dry
company’s advertising slogans “violated
the principle of carbon dioxide conser-
vation.”

Five years after this memorable
Richards lecture, Roberts moved to the
California Institute of Technology
where he and Pauling began a fruitful
personal and professional relationship
that, among other achievements, re-
sulted in the admission of the first
female graduate student at C.I.T.

Indeed, the parallels between Rob-
erts and Pauling are rather striking.
Both are highly decorated scholars
noted for their adeptness at applying
scientific principles across disciplines—
Roberts’ applications of physical chem-
istry to organic chemistry have been
described as “so fundamental that they
are now part of the foundation of the
field.” Both spent their long careers as
standard-bearers for integrity in per-
sonal and professional conduct. And
both proved remarkably active in the
years following retirement: at age
eighty-seven Roberts heads a thriving
research laboratory, travels internation-
ally to deliver lectures and attend sym-

“

posia, and still finds the time to play
tennis three days per week.

Dr. Roberts is the author of more
than five hundred research publications
and ten books. An early authority on
the subject of “reaction mechanism,”
Roberts’ investigations have contributed
greatly to the scientific understanding of
how chemical reactions occur and, by
extension, of the nature of the products
created as a result of chemical reactions.

His receipt of the Pauling Legacy
Award—conferred by Linus Pauling, Jr.
at a banquet in the CH2M-Hill Alumni
Center—constitutes only the latest
addition to an impressive trove of
honors received over the course of his
distinguished career. Alongside six
honorary doctorates, Roberts’ numer-
ous accolades include the Joseph
Priestley Medal (1987), the National
Medal of Science (1990) and the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences Award in
Chemical Sciences (1999).

In receiving the Linus Pauling
Legacy Award, Roberts’ name is affixed
to a distinguished list of prior awardees
including Soka Gakkai International
founder Daisaku Ikeda, Nobel laureate
physicist Sir Joseph Rotblat and emi-
nent Harvard biologist Dr. Matthew
Meselson. X

Dr. Roberts addresses OSU students and
faculty at the LaSells Stewart Center.
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Totten’s Legacy
by Kerrie Cook, Executive Assistant to the
University Librarian

The Carl Totten Award was first
established in 1995 in memory
of Carl E. Totten ’30, of Los

Angeles. Winifred Wilberding “Winnie”
Totten ’30, wished to memorialize her
husband and the financial difficulties
they faced after graduation in 1930.

Student co-workers, library staff, and
family are invited to attend the annual
award where the recipients receive a
certificate and a check for $1,000 to
honor their service to the OSU Librar-
ies.

One of the reasons the OSU Librar-
ies are able to provide outstanding
services to its patrons is because of its
many excellent student workers.

Winnie and Carl Totten are pictured here by their car in 1930 (OSU Archives P1424)

Winners of the 2006
Carl E. Totten Award
Michelle Cassinelli
Nominated for her exemplary work in

Special Collections
over the last four
years, Michelle’s
most recent success
was the event
planning she did
for the 2006
Pauling Legacy
Award and Lecture
(See story on page

11). This was a very important event for
OSU Libraries and for the university.
Her leadership skills and enthusiasm for
any task that she has been given were
noted on her nomi-
nation form.

Philip Vue
Without Philip, the
Herbarium Project
would not have
been such a huge
success. He was
responsible for

Michelle Cassinelli

Philip Vue

April Zeller

photographing and scanning in 1250
specimens out of the 1400 for the
Technical Services Department. Philip
was dedicated to his job and not only
completed the projects he was given
with attention to detail, but also took
the initiative to learn the mechanics of
the equipment he was using.

April Zeller
April’s work here over the last few years
has been an inspira-
tion to many. Not
only has she ex-
ceeded our expecta-
tions for customer
service in the Refer-
ence Department
but her creativity
has brought new
ideas for us to try.
April has excellent problem solving skills
and leadership abilities. She has always
handled any situation with a positive
attitude and genuine care for the people
she was assisting. X

Jack Holpuch is the OSU
Libraries Development
Officer at the Oregon State
University Foundation. He
welcomes your inquiries
about making gifts in sup-
port of the libraries by tele-
phone, (541) 737-9636, or
by email, jack.holpuch@
oregonstate.edu.

Jack Holpuch
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THROUGH THE YEARS

Benton Hall, 1916
The Library was located in Benton Hall from the time the
building was completed in 1889 until a library building was
constructed in 1918. By 1912, the Library occupied the
entire second floor of Benton Hall. [OSU Archives P157:7]

Kidder Hall, 1955
The first library building on campus was completed in 1918
and expanded in 1941 with the addition of a west wing. In
1954, it was named Kerr Library for William Jasper Kerr,
president of the College when the original building was
completed. When the new library was finished in 1963, the
former library was renamed Kidder Hall in memory of Ida
Kidder, the librarian who was the driving force in getting it
approved and built. [OSU Archives P082:045 neg. 1978]

Kerr Library, circa 1965
In 1963, the new Kerr Library opened across the quad from
the old facility. Originally constructed with only four floors,
two floors were added to the building in 1971. [OSU Ar-
chives P083:121]

The Valley Library, circa 2000
In 1995, the Kerr Library was renamed The Valley Library in
honor of the Wayne and Gladys Valley family, whose founda-
tion donated $10 million for a major expansion and renova-
tion of the library. Construction began in 1996 and the new
Valley Library was dedicated in May 1999.
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The Library
Becomes a
Family Friend
by Reid Parham, graphic arts student

My parents met in the library.
Assigned the duty of check-
ing bags for errant books,

my mother dealt with many of her peers
during her two
years as a Pre-
Nursing student at
OSU. My father, a
Business Adminis-
tration major,
studied on occasion
in the library. Their
paths eventually
crossed and now I,

a 20-year-old son of a CPA and RN,
attend OSU as well—pursuing a BFA in
Graphic Design.

Since I only know the library in its
beautiful, recently-renovated state, the
storied history of this institution has
largely been lost on me. The entrance
where my parents met is wholly new.
The position my mom held has been
replaced by ominous security devices
and their high-pitched whine. Building
a relationship with the library was
entirely my responsibility, and it intimi-
dated me. This mysterious labyrinth of
doors, bookshelves, and corridors was
only a place after study or, begrudg-
ingly, to perform research.

This changed upon my October
2005 hiring as a graphic designer for
the Technology Department. One of
my first projects was to create a map for
persons with visual impairments; I
would set out to tame the labyrinth. Six
months and seven projects later, the
library is an intimate friend.

On the fourth floor, I work amongst
seven other persons who all spend the

bulk of their time at computers. Over-
coming the impersonal nature of this
work, I have become an integral mem-
ber of this department and regularly
collaborate with my peers. Such a
rewarding environment has fostered my
passion for people’s knowledge and
endeavors. Working inside a library has
opened my eyes to an endless wealth of
information; I consistently have a stack
of books on my desk that relate to
current projects. Such intimidating rows
of bookshelves have become open
invitations for growth! I often get lost
in appreciating the craftsmanship of
those who came before me—bookbind-
ers, typographers, print press operators.
It is a legacy that I shall continue in my
own profession.

My liberal arts education in Graphic
Design connects me with an ever-
changing world, one that I
have briefly known. As
cultural history classes reveal
an understanding of our
situation, the library has
shown itself to be a rich
catalog of intellect. As I near
my senior year, grasping
contemporary thought,
practice, and purpose has
become the guiding force
behind my studies. The
same has become true here
at the library, as my peers
and I tackle the Wildlife
Explorer Internet Portal.

I understand the colle-
giate goal to be beyond
personal development but
specifically to be an increase
in the knowledge of citi-
zenry. An institution of
highly regarded research is
grand—who will distribute
their gains, though? In a
grant-funded project, OSU
Libraries has teamed up with
the Oregon Department of
Fish and Wildlife to develop
a website for information
about wildlife in this state.

Reid Parham

This new addition to the Oregon Ex-
plorer series of sites empowers citizenry,
researchers, educators, land managers,
and policymakers with facts, statistics,
articles, and research about wildlife,
their habitats, and their respective
issues. I am in a position to be able to
apply my classroom curriculum to real-
world situations that affect me in both
my professional and personal life; the
value of this experience has not been
lost on me!

The legacies I am born from are the
legacies I am to continue. The excel-
lence we pursue here is my pursuit in
life, and my passion for collective gains
is one I am thrilled to share with you,
dear reader. Whether in my roles as a
student, citizen, or employee, I am
surrounded by passion, excellence, and
diversity—I am proud to be a Beaver. X

This poster was for the Marathon reading held in The Valley
Library rotunda April 27.
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Building Experience
by Maggie Hudson, graphic arts student

The OSU graphic design pro
gram is the best in the North-
west. Throughout the four year

program there are a variety of learning
experiences and classes pushing students

to step outside the
box and create
something new and
innovative through
design. Yet there is
little opportunity
to design outside
of the classroom
and interact with
the real world.

When I heard about the library’s posi-
tion for a student graphic designer, I
jumped at the opportunity to build my
experience with design and working
with clients.

For the last eleven months I have
designed projects including, but not
limited to, websites, maps, magnets,
posters and bookmarks. The time
frames for these projects vary from a
couple of hours to several months at a
time. I have also been able to work with
a variety of people from several depart-
ments throughout the library.

One of my most challenging and
interesting projects was working on the
OSU SERF search engine website. This
project took many months to program.
When it was ready for design, a group
of five approached me for my input.
The group I worked with was very
dynamic and creative, which made the
process interesting. Not only was I able
to design the website, but I also had the
opportunity to design an identity for
SERF. This meant that I created a logo
for them and a “look and feel” to which
any following projects could adhere.
Both the group and I were very satisfied
with the outcome, and I was able to
learn much about collaborative filtering,

which is a ground-breaking
technology for online search
engines.

Another challenging
project was for this year’s
Black History Month dis-
play. My co-worker and
fellow student designer Reid
Parham and I collaborated
to come up with a quick but
powerful message for the
month-long celebration. We
worked hard to figure out a
solution that would replace
the single poster used in
previous years. Through
brainstorming and sketching
ideas we came up with a
large-scale poster series that
hung in the main entrance.
We named the series “Based
on True Events: Inspirations
from Contemporary Black
History.” We felt a need to
connect with students in our
generation by avoiding the
expected. The designs were
inspired by and included
quotes from contemporary
people that have impacted
black history in America—
people that are a part of our
lives and culture like Mos
Def and Tupac. The project
was a success and through collaboration
we were able to create something larger
than what just one person could have
imagined.

Though I will be graduating this
June, I will always remember my job
here in the library as my first real

Maggie Hudson

One of Maggie’s creative posters featured
“Banned Book Week.”

graphic design job. The experience has
been beyond what I expected, and I
have learned more than any class could
have taught me about working with
clients and producing work for the
public. I will miss my cubicle, but am so
happy to have had this experience! X

Thank You!
This edition of The Messenger would not have been possible
without all of our wonderful student workers. Thank you for
all your hard work.
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1960S MICROfiLM READER

This photograph was taken at
the old Kerr Library in the
1960s. For more great snap-
shots of the past, check out
“The Best of OSU Archives”
at http://digitalcollections.
library.oregonstate.edu


