
Oregon State University 
Student Affairs Assessment Council 

Agenda and Minutes 
 

April 25, 2003 
 
Attendance:  Nita Phillips, Jo Frederick, Michelle Rosowsky, Katie Wilson, Pat Ketcham, Kent 
Sumner, Gary Beach, Lisa Hoogesteger,  Kami Smith, Eric Hansen, Beth Dyer, Laurie Bridges, 
Ann Robinson, Bonnie Allen, Rebecca Sanderson 
 
Introductions 
 
Charge, Membership, Meeting Dates—distributed to those who had not received from first 
meeting.   
 
Rebecca also distributed the 9 Principles of Good Practice for Assessing Student Learning from 
the American Association for Higher Education, Notes from Assessment in Student Affairs by 
Upcraft and Schuh (1996), and a reference list including some web sites. 
 
Report from Academic Programs—Assessment Initiatives—Michelle Rosowsky from 
Academic Programs distributed an update regarding Assessment of Educational Programs that 
was given to Provost’s Council (see attached) 
 
Organizing- Where do we want to begin? (items below are from first meeting) 
  

1. Communicating with units 
a. Determining what assessment is being done (audit?) 
b. Determining how the assessment data is being reported 
c. Determining how it is being used 
 

2. Core purposes that connect all departments—are there things we should be 
assessing in every department? 

 
3. Our communication process to departments who do not have someone at the table  

AND our communication process with each other. 
 

4. How to sustain our efforts in the face of competing demands? 
 
The group discussed the areas above and determined that beginning with the OSU Mission, the 
SA Division Mission, and SA Departmental Missions/Goals would be a good place to start to 
find those areas that we might have in common.  In addition, looking at the Well-Oriented 
Student and the 2007 Graduate might also be a good reference for us.  Discussion of common 
values and common division-wide learning outcomes and 3 types of constituencies (non-users, 
users, student employees) occurred with general agreement that there needed to be some 
commonalities. 
 
Departments represented at the meeting will get Mission and Goal statements for their 
departments to me by Friday, May 2.  Additionally, departments not represented will be 
contacted  by volunteers and asked to provide this information as well.  When all data is 
received, Rebecca will forward the information to all committee members. 
 



In addition, the group discussed conducting an audit of what is happening in departments.  
Rebecca indicated that such an audit had been done last September and was posted on the 
web.   She indicated that we might want to develop an audit instrument that could also be used 
for departments to report their assessment information more clearly, consistently, and annually 
to the Council.  Included in this would be some sort of reporting on how the data gets used by 
departments. 
 
The group appeared to agree that focusing on the 4 items above would be a good place to start 
with the addition of addressing how the Council will be a liaison to other units. 
 
 
Next meeting:  May 16, 1:00-2:30 Buxton Conference Room 
 
 
 

Provost’s Council:  Update on Assessment of Educational Programs Pilot Project 
 

Bob Burton, Assistant Provost for Academic Programs 
Miichelle (Abbott) Rosowsky, Coordinator for Academic Programs and Assessment 

 
□ Four departments participating in assessment pilot project: 
□ Fisheries and Wildlife (Dan Edge) 
□ Exercise and Sport Science (Tony Wilcox) 
□ Physics (Henri Jansen, Janine Trempy from the College of Science) 
□ Sociology (Gary Tiedeman, Sheila Cordray) 

 
o Goal:  departmental assessment plans in place by the end of Spring term, 2003; 

implementation beginning in Fall. 
o Methodology and Process:  adapted to the academic discipline and culture. 
o Bob and Michelle have had assessment conversations at faculty meetings. 
o Department Chairs and contacts (listed above) have been meeting regularly, 

singly, and as a group, with Bob and Michelle to share stories and report 
progress. 

 
□ Academic Advising in CLA and University Exploratory Studies Program (Sarah Ann 

Hones)—six small teams of advisors are currently developing a draft of institutional 
outcomes for advising; the initial implementations are expected by the end of the 2002-
2003 academic year. 

 
Other assessment updates: 
 
□ Inventory of assessment practices in accredited programs on campus underway. 
□ Assessment of Educational Programs website online and growing: 

o http://oregonstate.edu/admin/uap/assess/index.htm 
 

□ Close cooperation with the Student Affairs Assessment Council 
□ Assessment of Educational Programs Task Force, co-chaired by Bob Burton and Dianne 

Erickson, in an advisory role 
□ Four OSU delegates participating in AAHE Assessment Conference in Seattle (June 

2003) 
 


