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REACTIONS TO CURRICULAR OFF RINGS OF STUD7NTs WHO

WITHDREW FROM ROOSEVELT HIOR SCHOOL - 1934-1938

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Until recently, elimination in our Secondary Schools

has been given far too little thought by students of

education. With all due respect to a few very fine

studies on elimination which are now available, some of

which will be referred to later, the writer feels that

further studies are needed on withdrawals and thus this

study on withdrawals from the Roosevelt High School is

contributed,

Douglass (81273) says, "The real test of education

is the manner of life led by the individual after he quits

the school." Reacticas of students, then, is one of the

surest ways of evaluating a school's worth. Studies based

on students reactions will help to solve a great many of our

educational and guidance problems today. From such s tudies

we shall learn where and how to improve our curricula. By

comparisons of children who have left school before and

after graduation, we can judge how much of value to them

their school work really is.

One of the greatest values received from students re-

actions is the understanding of children who are forced to
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leave school before graduation. This may enable the school

to give them the work which is best designed to prepare

them to solve the many problems which the more fortunate

students may not encounter. Koos and Kefauver (11:7)

say, "It may have been the prerogative of the older secon-

dary school, being dominantly selective, to manifest little

interest in the eliminated students, at least the unsuccess-

ful ones. The more democratic secondary school now develop-

ing, however, must be concerned with all, whether successful

or unsuccessful and Whether likely to be eliminated or

retained.,

Statement of the Problem

This study deals with the reactions of withdrawals

from Roosevelt High School during 1934 to 1958, and, as

such inquiries into the following questions:

1. Are the withdrawals employed full or part time?

2. In what type of positions are the withdrawals now
employed?

3. What is the monthly income of the withdrawals?

4. What are the specific reasone which were given
for withdrawals from Roosevelt?

5. What subjects were of most value to the with-
drawals?

6. What subjects did they consider of little value
to them?

7. What courses which were not offered would they
have desired?
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8. What courses would they be interested in if they
should now return to Roosevelt?

Method of the Study

Five hundred twenty-nine students withdrew from the

Roosevelt High School during the period studied, The

writer was able to contact directly, either personally or

by questionnaire, copy in appendix, three hundred eighty-

four withdrawals. The addresses of these withdrawals were

obtained from the school office records.

Questionnaires were sent by mail to about four hundred

who could not be reached conveniently for interview. The

writer interviewed the remainder of the group and secured

the information which was asked for in the questionnaire.

The response from the interview was good and the writer

secured about one hundred twenty-five returns by this

method.

Of the four hundred to Whom questionnaires were mailed,

approximately two hundred twenty-five responded to the

questionnaire. Several questionnaires were returned because

of inability to deliver due to lack of proper addresses.

Addressee were re-checked and thirty-two responses were

obtained When a second questionnaire was mailed to the group.

The writer secured records on scholarship and terms

registered in school directly from the High School Principal's
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office. The information from the questionnaires and from

the Principal's office was placed on a master sheet from

which the tables in Chapter III were built.

Limitations of the Study

It was impossible to obtain information on all five

hundred twenty-nine withdrawals. This was due to in-

complete office records and apparent lack of interest

on the part of some former students who did not return

the questionnaires.

Some of the questions in the questionnaire were not

understood as the writer intended. This fact is shown by

the withdrawals reactions to questions 5, 6, 7, and S.

The confusion was in the understanding of the word

"subjects".

It is probable that the reactions to question 6 were

fewer due to the lack of universal understanding of the

words "waste of time".



CHAMR II

A REVIEW OF SIMILAR STUDIES

The writer searched the literature to determine what

had been done on the reactions of withdrawals to curricular

problems of high schools. Most of the studies have been

made on the reactions of high school graduates, and there

are surprisingly few studies on withdrawals. It is true

that too little attention has been given to this grout, for

it probably has been considered that their opinions, since

they have not had the total high school experience, would

be less valuable in reorganizing the high school and

determining its curricula,

The s tudies which have direct application to this

study are reviewed in the sections which follow,

Bell's Study of "Youth Tell Their Story". (I)

In 1238 Howard M. Bell made a study of the conditions

and attitudes of yogng people in Marylend between the ages

of 16 and 24. MIA' study was conducted for "The American

Youth Commission."

This study showed the factors *hid: cause youths to

end their formal education. The factors were revealed by

reasons given by the youths themselves. Reasons given by

youths for leaving school were lack of funds in the family,

34.1 per cent; the desire to earn their own money, 15,7
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percent; were needed to work at home, 4.2 per cent; lack of

interest in school, 20.6 per oent; disciplinary trouble in

school, 2.2 per cent; unable to complete the subjects in

school, 1.8 per cent; thought they had enough formal

education, 13.2 per cent; poor health, 3.2 per cent; to

get married 3.0 per cent; other reasons, 2,0 per Cent.

These percentages were based upon 10, 858 replies. Bell

(1) stye:

The responses analyzed indicate that, for every
twenty-five youths who have left school, ten left
because of economic need, six left because of lack
of interest or because of maladjustment, four left
because they wanted to earn their own money, three
left because they considered their education com-
pleted upon graduation, and two left for other
reasons such as marriage, health, etc.

The outstanding reason given by the youths for
leaving school was the financial inability of their
parents to keep them there. In fact, almost four
out of every ten (3870 of out-of-school youths
indicated that they would have preferred to remain
in school, but lack of family funds, or the need for
their services at home, prevented their continuing.

It is alsc signifieant that a fourth of the youths
said they left school because of a lack of interest
or because of their inability to adjust themselves
to the school program. (1:65)

Brewer's Study of "Cases in the Administration of Guidance
(2)

In 1929 John M. Brewer listed in his book, "Oases in

the Administration of Guidance", forty detailed reasons

why students leave school. The total registration for
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the Freshman class was 832 students. One hundred eighteen

of these withdrew. The reasons for withdrawing and the

number of students are as follows; Over-age for grade 29;

moved to other cities, 22; received stay-at-home permits,

19; actual need of job, 18; real desire to work, 14;

illness, 8; returned to other school, 4; dislike for school,

2; and deceased, 2.

The total registration for the Sophomore class was

866 students. One hundred fifty -one of these withdrew.

The reasons for withdrawing and the number of students

were: Granted workin6 certificates, 50; moved to other

cities, 25; actual need of work, 14; home permits, 13;

illness, 12; obtained work in order to secure freedom from

school, 10; desire on part of girls to have attractive

clothes but not in actual need of work, 6; inability to

do high school work, 5; desire to follow vocation in fine

arts, 5; unwillingness to change course adapted to suit

his needs, 5; died, 5; transferred to trade school, 3;

and suspended, 1.

The Junior class had 824 students and ninety-one with-

drew. The reasons for withdrawing and the number of students

were] Actual need of work, 29; illness, 20; moved to other

cities, 15; work for more than spending money, 10; inability

to do high school work, 5; returned to other school, 3; mis-

fits in program, 2; died 2, transferred to another school, 5.
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The Senior class registered 580 students and fifty of

them withdrew, The reasons for withdrawing and the number

of students were: Graduated in middle of year, 17; trans-

ferred to other schools, 8; illness, 7; obtained work partly

because of possibility of not graduating, 7; movers to other

cities, 5; transfer of misfits to other schools, 2; in-

ability to do high school work, 1; permission granted to

leave in May, 1; and obtained jobs on account of actual

need, 3.

Brewer's study showed that the largest percentage of

students drop out in the Freshman and Sophomore years. An

analysis of the varied reasons why students withdrew from

school showed that most students drop out because they

find school work too hard for them, or because they become

disinterested in school and want to go to work.

Buckner's Study of "Pupil Elimination in the New Haven High

School". (5)

In 1931 Mable A. Buckner of New Haven, Connecticut,

made a study of undergraduate elimination from the New

Raven High School. A comparison was made Wherever possible

of this group with those who remained to graduate, and

finally an attempt was made to ansrer the question why

p771ls leave school before Graduations
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Buckner studied the records of a random sampling of

pupils entering the school during the years 1923 and 192?

Who left before the completion of their courses. In the

study one hundred ninety-six individuals were interviewed

and nineteen reasons for leaving high school were given.

The number of pupils leaving school and their reasons, with

percentages, were as follows, Wanted to go to work, forty-

five (23%) pupils; economic conditions at home thirty-nine

(19%) pupils; not interested in school and study, thirty-

four (1$); discouraged by low marks, twenty-seven (10);

ill health, ten (5.5%); no reasons, ten (5.0); played

truant, did not study and got behind in work, nine (0);

were absent and could not make up work, four (2%); had

trouble with the teachers, three (1.5 %); lost interest in

school because of girl, two (1%); did not realize the value

of school, two (1%); left school to marry, two (1%); wanted

to study nursing, two (15); were suspended and did not with

to return to school, two (1%); trouble at home and left home

and school, one (.5%); joined the army, one (.5%); Erked

mornings and could not get to school, one (.5%); father

insisted individual go to work, one (.5%); teacher did

not like the student, one (.5%). Thirty five and seven-

tenths per dent studied further in school.
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Dent's Study of "A Follow-up Survey of the Graduates of

Gresham Union High School of Gresham, Oregon". (5)

In 1936 D. E. Dent made a study of the graduates of

Gresham Union High School of Gresham, Oregon. This study

covered the period from 1927 to 1934 inclusive. The in-

formation was secured from two sources: (1) from the

records of the high school and, (2) from the graduates by

a questionnaire or interview. The facts were based upon

six hundred three persons giving returns out of six hundred

forty-four graduates during this period. Two hundred sevenip.

five were boys and three hundred twenty-eight were girls.

This study was made in order better to plan courses of

study, activities, and management of the high school.

(Since this study is concerned with the student's likes

and dislikes of courses and subjects, only those portions

of the Dent study dealing with useful and least useful

subjects will be discussed.)

The useful subjects were classified as primarily and

secondarily useful. The primarily useful subjects and the

number of graduates who selected them as being the most

useful are: public speaking 83, typewriting 71, social

science 56, shorthand 50, music 49, agriculture 47, home

economics 38, bookkeeping 37, foreign languages 34, English

31, occupations 20, science 16, Physical education 16,
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mathematics 12, journalism 6, printing 4; thirty-one did

not designate a ueeful subject.

The secondarily useful subjects and the number of

graduates to selected them as being useful area home

economies 58, bookkeeping 40, music 37, public speaking

32, agriculture 25, shorthand 23, foreign language 22,

typewriting 22, english 20, civics 18, social same* 17,

journalism 17, physical education 15, mathematics 12,

natural science 12, °collations 10, printing 7; twenty-

did not designate a secondarily useful subject.

The graduates listed the following subjects as being

the least useful: printing 51, journalism 42, home economies

20, art 10, mathematics 10, occupations 10, bookkeeping 9,

civics 0, music 8, foreign language 7, shorthand 7, busi-

ness english 6, commercial law 6, english 5, physical

education 3, and agriculture 2.

Hewes' Study of "Why Pupils Leave High School". (7)

In 1935 Hewes of Mount Holyoke College, Holyoke,

Massachusetts, made a study of two groups of former pupils

of the Holyoke High School. The first group was made up of

pupils who would have graduated in 1929 if they had remained

In school. The students of this group had left high school

all during a period of prosperity. The second group had
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enrolled with the class to graduate in 1934 and were those

pupils leaving school during the period of the depression.

Visits and interviews were made to secure the desired

information. Sixty pupils from the class of 1929 and

seventy-eight pupils from the class of 1934, or one hundred

thirty-eight pupils out of two hundred fifty-eight were

contacted.

The reasons for withdrawal and their percentages for

the 1929 group are: financial, 47 per cent; lack of

interest, 18 per cent; transferred to other schools, 17

per cent; all other reasons, 18 per cent. For the 1934

group' financial. 37 per cent; lack of interest, 31 per

cent; transferred to other schools, 21 per cent; all other

reasons, 11 per cent. Two per cent of the class of 1929

were unemployed and nine per cent of the class of 1934.

Hamlets Study of "Withdrawals From High School." (8)

In 1941 Aslaug Howie made a study of withdrawals from

the Pittsburg High School of Pittsburg, California, About

one-half of the students enrolled in the high school left

before graduation. In order to reveal what the school

might do to keep them longer, a study was made of the

students withdrawing between June, 1932, and June, 1938.

This analysis was based on information obtained from the

records of the high school office, records and data from
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the attendance department, and personal contact with the

students and members of their families.

Ten groups of graduates from the eighth grade of the

elementary school were followed through the high school in

an effort to ascertain the number of withdrawals, their

ages and grades at the time of withdrawal, and their

nationality. Other information sought included data on

each student's school accomplishment in terms of grades,

his rating on intelligence tests, his home environment,

the number in the student's family, the economic situation,

the reason for leaving sehool, and the student's present

occupation.

Out of two hundred thirty-eight students to withdrew

before graduation from high school, forty-one did not enter

the high school and forty withdrew during the first semester

on reaching their sixteenth birthdays. Of the remaining one

hundred fifty-seven, 40 per cent failed in one or more sub-

jects. The greatest number withdrew because of economic

reasons.

Ronde says in t_a conclusions:

That no kind of high school would hold all students
until graduation because of their mentality and
economic status, but that perhaps one-fourth of
those withdrawing would remain longer if there were
courses within their grasp; that since one-half of
the students enrolled withdraw at the end of two
years or before, the school must plan tc give them
during that period such training as will best fit
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them to meet the every day life sitastion in their
environment at hams and at work. (8:298)

Justice's Study of "Implications of a Follow-up Study of

School Leavers". (10)

In 1941 S. Marion Justice made a study of guidance in

the public high schools of tecklenburg County, North

Carolina. The extension and improvement of guidance in the

public schools were prominently featured and systematically

promoted by the teachers of that school system during the

school year of 1939 and 1940. A check list of nineteen

items was used. Personal interviews were had with than

being followed up Where possible and information forms were

mailed to those not reached by interviews.

Questionnaires were sent to four hundred eighty-seven

graduates and one hundred thirty-nine dropouts. Replies

were received from ninety nor 'sent of the graduates and

seventy -six per cent of the drop outs. The reasons for

leaving school and the -percentages are: Economic condi-

tions, 29 per cent; indifference, dislike of school and

tired of school, 21 per cent; failure in school work, 9 per

cent; dropped out to get married, 6 per cent; poor health,

4 per cent; suspended tram school, 4 per cent; all other

reasons, 6 per cent; unknown, 21 per cent.
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Ninety -nine pupils replied as to the extent of their

employment. forty -seven were employed full time, thirteen

employed part tire, two employed temporarily, fifteen worked

on farms or at home, and twenty-two were unemployed.

There was twentynfive occupational classifications

listed in which the school leavers found employment. Sales

work led the list with 62 employed, A few of the other

occupations in order of decreasing 2equency of employment

are listed as follows: Cotton mill jobs 33, farm work 33,

clerical work, stenographers, bookkeepers, typists and

office workers, 24, waiters, waitresses and soda jerkers

20, hosiery mill jobs 14. The average wage reported for

sales people was 010.00 a week; for office workers 414.00

a week; for cotton mill workers $14.00 a week. The h ghest

earninIs reported were 025.00 a week.

There were two broad implications pointed out in this

study: (1) A definite nee, of curriculum revision in order

to provide a program of instruction more nearly in line with

what the majority of the pupils will encounter after they

leave school; and (2) A program which will provide a better

service to the pupils, including a continuous inventory of

interests and abilities, occupational information, explora-

tion of further training opportunities, counseling, place-

ment, and continuous follow-up of all school leavers.
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Lynd and Lyndls Study of "Middletown ". (is)

In 15%29 Robert S. Lynd and Helen M. Lynd published

their study ofliddletowne. Forty-two mothers and thirty-

seven girls and thirty boys were interviewed. Many reasons

were given by the mdhers why their children had discontinued

school. The homes needed the financial help of fourteen

girls and six boys. Three girls and twelve boys wanted to

work. Six girls withdrew from school because of ill health

and one boy dropped out because of bad eye eight. Seven

girls and six boys did not like high school. Three girls

and three boys withdrew in order to attend business college.

One girl withdrew to study music. One girl and be boys

withdrew because they were forced to study subjects they

felt were of no use to them. One girl withdrew to get

married and one girl stayed at home to help her mr,ther.

Palmer's Study of "Why Manila Leave School ". (14)

In 1951 Emily G. Palmer made a study of the reasons

for voluntary withdrawal from school before completion of

the secondary school course in Oaklands California. She

took a group of pupils, 16 to 18 years of ages who left

the public schools and a group of pupils of the same age

the remained in school during the same period. In the

first group there were one hundred twelve boys and one

hundred eight girls. In the second group there were one
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hundred twenty-six girls and one hundred twenty-four boys.

In both grows there were four hundred seventy boys and

girls.

Case histories formed the basis of this study, One

visiting teacher made all the home calls but seven other

workers participated in the collection of the remaining

data. These data were treated in two ways: The differ-

ences or similarities between thr: two groups was shown

statistically; and the actual reasons for leaving school,

or for remaining in school, were determined case by case.

Palmer found b.. a study of the case records that

twenty-five per cent of the pupils left school because

they were tired of school, twenty-five per cent left

because of home conditions, twenty-faar per cent left

because of utilitarian reasons. These reasons accounted

for almost seventy-five per cent of the withdrawals from

school. She found that thirteen and ex-tenths per cent

of the pupils withdrew because they had unsuccessful school

careers or failed to see the value of school. She also

found that 8.2 per cent of the pupils withdrew because of

home standards, and 4.1 per cent withdrew for other reasons.

Most of the pupils that left school because of home

conditions had some form of maladjustment in their homes.

More girls than boys left for this reason. Pupils who left

for utilitarian reasons included those who felt real economic
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necessity, either temporary or permanent, and pupils Who

wished to learn a trade or occupation. Ito standard of

the home in regard to education caused twice as many girls

as boys to withdraw,

Woody and Guahman's Study of "Continuance and Dis-

continuance". (15)

In 1936 W. H. Woody and C, L. Cushman made a study in

the Denver public schools of 856 boys and 865 girls Who

finished grade 6A in June, 1923. They kept a carefUl record

of each pupil during the six succeeding years and made a

final study by analyzing these records.

The greatest nutter of withdrawals took place in the

Second year of high school. The total lose during the study

was 36.1 percent of the boys and 28.0 per cent of the girls.

The number and percentage of boys and girls Who dropped out

for various reasons wenn Teo hundred sixty-five (37.5%)

were dropped because they failed. in subjects, ninety-four

(12.4%) withdrew for work* eighty-six (12.2%) gave no

reason for withdrawing, fifty-two (7.3%) left no trace,

twenty-seven (3.9%) transferred to Emily Griffith Opportunity

School, twenty-one (3%) withdrew because of ill health,

fifty-three (7.4%) were average, forty-seven (6.6%) trans-

ferred to non-public schools, and forty (5.6%) withdrew for

other reasons. The total withdrawals were 728 boys and girls.
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In reviewing these siTudies tit writer has dealt with

the aspeeta, as nearly as possible, which are involved in

his study. The study proper follows in Chapter III.



CHAPTER III

THE RESULTS OF THE STUDY

Thitreactien study was undertaken to determine

recommendations for any changes, curricular or otherwise,

which might benefit the ,students of the Roosevelt High

School in Portland, Oregon. This chapter discusses the

reasons for withdrawal of students from high school before

the completion of their secondary education, the present

positions and occupations of these withdrawals, their

employment situations, and their present Incomes. It a100

discusses their likes and dislikes for subject fields and

courses offered in the high school, the subject fields and

subjects in which they were interested that were not given

by the high school, the subject fields and subjects they

would now be interested in taking if they were to return to

the school, Uheir average grades at the tie of withdrawal,

the terms during which the students withdrew and finally the

general comments as offereO by the withdrawals.

There were five hundred twenty-nine withdrawals from

Roosevelt High School between the spring of 1C,34 and the

fall of 1938. Three hundred eighty-four of these, or

seventy-two per cent, were interview.ej, or returned a

questionnaire sufficiently complete to form the basis of

this study.
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Reasons for Withdrawsl

One of the problems of major concern was that of

determining Why the withdrawals left the Roosevelt High

School before they had completed their b14-t school educa-

tion. If the hi511 school is to be in a position to do any-

thing about the problem, it must first discover What the real

factors are in the situation. Therefore, an attempt was

made to determine from the withdrawals just why they left

the Roosevelt High School. The results are shown in Table I.

Tkoa

Reasons for Withdrawing from the High School

Reasons No, Percent

Transferred out of district 157 40.9
Transferred to another school within
district 70 18.3

Benson Polytechnic 31 8.1
Girls Polytechnic 18 4.6
Commerce High School 11 2.9
Sabin High School 6 1,7
Jane Addams High School 4 1.0

Economic conditions 42 10.9
Lack of interest in subjects 38 9.7
To get married 30 7,7
Ill health 13 3,3
Withdrew to take jobs 11 2.9
To enlist in the armed services 8 2.0
Failure in subjects 5 1.3
Dislike for students and school 2 .6
Expelled from school 2 .6
Sent to State Industrial School 1 .3
Outside associatic,ne 1 .3
Ineligible for athletics 1 .3
Wanted to travel 1 .3
To become a Nun 1 .3
Leek of a cartooning subject 1 .3

Totals 384 100.0
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An analysis of Table I shows that twenty-one reasons

were given for withdrawal from the School. The largest

group or one hundred fifty-seven (40.9%) transferred out

of the school district. This was due to the fact that

their families moved out of the Roosevelt High School

district. These students requested that their credentials

be transferred to other high schools. Seventy (18.4%) of

the students transferred to other schools within the

Portland district.

The writer at this point would like to explain the

secondary educational system employed in Portland. There

are six regular h ?gh sehools, three technical or special

high sehools, and two six-year high sehools, one for boys

and one for girls. Each of the six regular high schools is

situated in a district of its own from which it draws its

students. The three technical or special high schools

receive their students from all parts of the city. The

Robert L. Sabin High School for Boys and the Jane Addams

High School for Girls, both of which are six-year high

schools, receive their respective students from the pity as

a whole. These two special six-year high schools provide

better opportunities for the slow or maladjusted student to

receive individual attention.

Thirty -one (SO boys transferred to Benson Polytechnic

High School for trades or other technical trething. Eighteen
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(4.6%) girls transferred to Girls' Polytechnic High School

in order to secure more training in Home Economics and

related work than are given in the regular high schools.

Eleven (2.9%) students transferred to the Commerce High

Schools a commercial school for both boys and girle, to

secure commercial training. Six (1.70 boys transferred

to Sabin High School and four (1%) girls transferred to

Jane Addams High School because of maladjustment. Forty-

two (10.90 withdrew because of economic conditions at

home. Thirty-eight (9.7%) dropped out of high school be-

cause of lack of interest in subjects and the school.

Thirty (7.7%) girls withdrew to get married. Thirteen

(3.3%) withdrew on account of ill health. Eleven (2.9%)

withdrew to take j7-be which they believed would be more

beneficial to them than further high school training.

Eight (2%) boys withdrew to enlist in the armed services

of the nation. Five (1.3%) withdrew because of failure in

subjects. Two (.6%) boys were expelled from school. One

(.3%) boy was sent to the State Industrial School for Boys.

One (.3%) boy withdrew from school because of influence of

outside associations. One (.3%) withdrew from school be-

cause of ineligibility to compete in athletics. One (.3%)

boy wanted to travel so ran away from home and the school.

One (.3%) girl withdrew to become a nun. One (.3%) boy

transferred to another school to take a cartooning course.



24

There were five students Who died during this period of

study. These five are not considered in any of the findings

of this report.

The reasons given by the three hundred eighty-four

students for leaving high scalpel are the opinions of the

students themselves, This method of securing individual

reasons for leaving school may not be as complete as a

study of case histories, but it seems to reflect the view-

points of the students.

Most of those students who transferred from the school

district entered another secondary school and continued

their education, If we eliminate this group from Table I

we find that of the students who really discontinued their

Sheol work, the greatest number gave an economic reason

as their primary one for leaving school.

There seems to be a general tendency on the part of

students to blame withdrawal from the school on lack of

finances and the necessity for going to work. Economic

need was at the top of the list of reasons for withdrawal

in the Bell study (34.10. The Howes study placed financial

distress at the top of the list (47%). Hovde found that

the greatest number withdrew because of economic reasons

(29%). The Buckner study shows economic conditions at

home (19%) second only to the wish to go to work, which

in reality is also economic. Even in the "Middletown"



study by the Lynds, of the mothers interviewed, the great-

est number gave need of financial help as the reason for

their children's withdrawal from school.

Some weight, however, must be given to the fact that

many students use the financial aspect to cover up their

real reasons for withdrawal. Burton (4:263) says, All

original studies agree that 'had to go to work' is not

actually true in all oases, the real reason being dislike

of school or belief that further schooling is useless.*

Economic Oonditions

The economic condition of the students who are the

products of the high school is interesting and

challenging to school people who are charged with the

educational fates of high school students. The types of

occupations into which graduates and withdrawals go upon

leaving high school is one of major concern to the

counselors. Table II shows the present occupations of

the group of withdrawals.



26

TALT.P. II

The Present Occupations of Withdrawals

Semi- Un-
Occuoations Skilled Skilled Skilled Others

Students in high
school 79

Housewives 76
Laborers 47
In Army 23
Students in higher
education 20

Sales clerk - store 17
In Navy 17
Textile workers 10
C,C,C, 7
Officio clerks 5
Farm laborers 4
Truck drivers 4
Factory workers 3
MeChanios-automobile 3
Stenographer 3
Waitress 2
Beat ty operator 2
Machin* shop 2
Machinist 2
Merchant marine 2
Press reporter 2
Service station
operator 2

Carpenter 1
Cabinet maker 1
Cattier checker 1
Cook 1
Cashier - show 1
Cannery worker 1
Craft teacher 1
Hostess 1
Deliveryman 1
Domestic 1
Electrician 1
Foundry worker 1
Grader in cheese co. 1
Insurance agent 1
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TABLE II (Cont'd)

Occupations Skilled
Semi-
Skilled

tin- Others
Skilled

Laundry workers 1
Loftsman helper 1
Logger 1
Migratory worker 1
U. S. Marine 1
Nurse 1
Painter souse 1
Peanut vendor 1
Secretary-private 1
Attendant park:nE lot 1
Salesman-paper 1
Printer 1
Radio. mechanic 1
Retoucher-pictures 1
Shipping clerk 1
Swift and Co. employee 1
Seamstress 1
Salesman-FUller Brush 1
Western Union

messenger 1

140 60 65 102

In an effort to place more meaning upon the types of

occupations of the withdrawals, the writer somewhat arbi-

trarily classified the different occupations under the

following four heads: (1) skilled, (2) semi-skilled,

(3) unskilled, and (4) others. Under "others" is classi-

fied all ocoupations Shia: could not be classified under

the three classes according to the degree of skill required.
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Three hundred sixty - seven (985) of the returns stated

the types of emplo7ment in which withdrawals engaged. The

writer listed the housewives and those in the armed services

as skilleri workers. Eliminating these, it is interesting

to note that there are only twenty-two (5,85) skilled

workers in the three hundred sixty-seven returns. These

are seventy-nine (20.6%)still in secondary schools and

twenty (5.3) are still continuing their education.

Seventy-six (19.85) are housewives. This leaves one

hundred ninety-two (50.0%) who are working at paying jobs,

including those in the armed services.

The large number of classifications of employment are

due no doubt to the type of community in which these with-

drawals live. There were twenty-nine occunational classi-

fications given in Justice's study of the schools of

Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, in comparison to the

fifty-nine found in this study.

As an aspect of the economic status of the 384 with-

drawals, a study was made of their Present employment

situation. From the standpoint of counseling, it is

important that such facts be available. Table III shows

the employment status of the group. The classification

fell logically under six headings.
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TALLE III

Employment Situation

Present Status No. of Students Percentage

Full time employment 180 41.7

In high school 79 20.6

Housewives 76 19.8

Part time employment 32 8.3

Continuing Education 20 5.2

Unemployed 17 4.4

584 100.0

An analysis of Table III shows that one hundred sixty

of the withdrawals (41.75) have full time employment,

thirty-two (8.35) have part time employment, and seventeen

(4.45) are unemployed. Seventy-six (19.8%) are housewives.

Seventy-nine (20.65) students are still attending high

schools. Twenty (5.25) students are continuing their

education in other fields.

The percentage of unemployed found in this group is

very low in comparison with that found in other studies

of the same type. This is no doubt due to the fact that

Roosevelt High School is situated in a community that has

a great number of occupations and occupational openings.
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While the employment situation is very satisfactory for

the withdrawal group, still there is another question Which

is closely associated with the employment status *etch must

be studied. The individuals of the group were asked to

write their monthly salaries which they are receiving at

the present time. One hundred ninety-two responded to

this question. Table IV shows the present monthly incomes

of the group-

TABLE IV

Present Monthly Incomes of Withdrawals

Salary Intervals No. of Students Percentage

fl00 - 219.99 1 .6

180 - 199.99 0 .0

160 - 179.99 1 .6

140 - 159.99 10 5.2

120- 139.99 13 6.8

100 - 119.99 27 14.2

80 - 99.99 21 10.8

60 - 7(.',99 42 21.6

40 - 59.99 29 15.2

20 - 39.99 43 22.4

0 - 19.99 5 2.6
Mean salary p71.03 192 100.0
Median salary - X69,04
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An analysis of the data in Table IV shows that fifty-

two (27.4%) of the withdrawals out of the one hundred

ninety-two receive one hundred or mere dollars per month,

and one hundred forty receive less than one hundred

dollars per month. The mean of the total salaries is

seventy-one dollars and three cents, and the median of

the total salaries is sixty-nine dollars and four cents.

Approximately one hundred (52%) of the withdrawals

now employed receive a salary equal to or less than the

mean of the btal salary. Only two of the withdrawals

native at the present monthly incomes inieh exceed

;;150.00, and only 25 of the group receive monthly salaries

in excess of one hundred dollars which might be considered

the minimum consistent with present-day living demands.

At the present time the withdrawal ages will range

between seventeen and twenty-six years. It is apparent

then, that many of the withdrawals are now receiving an

income so small that it will not meet the demands of their

mature ages.

Most Valuable Subject Fields and Subjects

Tables V and VI deal with the classroom curricula.

The students were asked to name the subject fields and

subjects they felt were of most value to them. The answers

were grouped, first under main headings or subject fields
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and, second, under subjects.

TABLE V

Subject Yields Students Have Designated as Being of

Most Value to Them

Subject Fields No. of Students Pe.centage

English 182 44.0

Industrial arts 130 34.0

Home Economics 111 28.7

Social studies 92 24.0

Commercial 81 21.1

Science 81 21.1

Mathematics 77 20.0

Music 6 1.7

Language 4 1.0

Physical education 4 1.0

Art 3 .0

Table V deals with the subject fields which the with-

drawals have designated as being of most value tc them.

English heads the list with one hundred eighty-two (44A

withdrawals placing it first. Industrial arts is second

with one hundred thirty (34A students selecting it as

being tle most valuable. Home Economics was chcsen by
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one hundred eleven (28.7%) students as being of moat

value. Other subject fields mentioned are social

studies, ninety-two (24%); commerical, eighty-one

(21.1%); music, six (1.7%); language, four (U);

physical education, four (1%); and art, three, (8%).

It is intersting to note that English heads the list

of subject fields the students designated as being the

most valuable to them. This she that even those

students who leave school because they do not consider

it worth their while still appreciate the value of a good

English background.

It may be noticed that the tendency for students to

ohmage the more practical subject fields in the Roosevelt

High School curriculum is rather pronounced, and the fact

that the percentage was not greater was undoubtedly due to

the limitatioas on such curricular offerings.

A real trend in the demand for certain types of

subjects can be seen from an examination of the subjects

ditch withdrawals designated as being of greatest value to

them since they withdrew from the school. Twenty-three

separate subjects in eight subject fields were so listed

by the group. The results of their designations are shown

in Table VI.
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TABLE VI

Subjects Students Designated as Being of Most Value to Them

Sub sects No. of Students Percentage

Shop 75 19.7
Mechanical Drawing 55 14.3

Typewriting 31 8.1
Shorthand 20 5.3
Business Arithmetic 14 3.6
Bookkeeping 9 2.3
Penmanship 4 1.0
Salesmanship 2 .6
Commercial Law 3. .3

Sewing 14 3.6
Cooking 8 2.0

Public Speaking 7 1.9
Dramatics 3 .8
Spelling 1 .3
Journalism 1 .3

Biology 2 .6
Chemistry 1 .3
Physics 1 .3

Spanish 2 .6
Latin 2 .6

Physical Education
Health Education

Algebra

3 .8
1 .3

1 .3

The practical and technical subjects predominate in

the list of subjects which withdrawals designated as of

most value to them. Since the greater percentage of them

are employed, it is expected that they would list the
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subjects Which have helped them in their occupations. The

eight subjects Which ranks...! hishest in the percentage

column were all practical subjects. While the subject

field of English ranked low in this Table V, the specific

subjects in that field ranked low in Table VI; however,

that may be accounted for partially by the fact that many

of the English subjects are simply designated as "English ".

Among the academic subjects, public speaking ranked

highest in terms of percentages with dramatics and biology

following closely in second and third positions.

In a curricular study of this nature* it is valuable

as an aid to curricular re-adjustment to determine what

subjects are least liked by withdrawals and attempt to

determine Whether or not dislike had anything to do with

withdrawing from the school. An attempt was made to get

at the problem in question 7 of the questionnaire. The

results are shown in Table VII.
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TABLE VII

Subject I: fields Students Designated as Being a Waste of

Time

Subject Fields No, of Students Percentage

Mathematics 43 11.3

Social Studies 38 10.0

Language 23 6.2

Science 22 5.8

English 14 2.8

Art 9 2.3

Commercial 7 1.0

Physical Education 6 1.7

Industrial Arts 2 .6

Table VII shows the subject fields the withdrawals

designated as being a waste of time. The mathematics

field was designated by forty-three (11.3%) students as

being a waste of time. The other subject fields the with-

drawals least liked were: social studies, thirty-eight

(10%) students; language, twenty-three (6.2%) students;

science, twenty-two (5.8%) students; english, fourteen

(2.8%) students; art, nine (2.3%) students; commercial,

seven (14%) students; physical education, six (1.7%)

students; and iniutrial arts, two (.6%).
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The data in Table VII probably deserves the least

weight of any of the grcurings in this study since even

the subject field highest on the list was selected by

only (11.35) of the withdrawals. Therigb most of the

withdrawals left school because they felt it was not

worth their while, a great many of them were unable to

mention any subject field they considered a waste of time.

It is probably a little unfortunate that the words "waste

of time" were used, for perhaps some of the withdrawals

Who got little from certain subjects were unwilling to list

them in that category.

In a reaction study of this type, it is interesting

to look at the subjects which the withdrawals indicated

were of little value to them. Student reactiols, based

upon civic and occupational values, may serve a useful

purpose in determining what subjects should be emphasined

in a high school's curriculum. The reactims are indicated

in Table VIII.
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TABLE VIII

Subjects Which Students Have Designated as Being a

Was of Time

Subject No, of Students Percentage of
total group

Algebra 16 4.2
Geometry 6 1.7

Ancient ?:_story 16 4.2
Geography 1 .3

Latin 13 3.4
Spanish a .8
French 1 .3

Biology 11 2.9
Physics 1 .3

Typewriting 2 .6
Penmanship 2 .6
Bookkeeping 1 .3
Shorthand 1 .3
Business Arithmetic 1 .3

Physical Education 4 1.0
Health Education 2 .6

Movie Appreciation 3 .8
Literature 2 .6

Mechanical Drawing 2 .6

The response to this part of the question was some-

what limited, due probably to three factors: (1) the

students could not remember all of the subjects which they

had taken, (2) they did not understand fully what was
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expected of them, and (3) they did not care to commit

themselves. However, the responses were made regarding

nineteen specific subjects in eight specific fields, It

is interesting to note that five vocational subjects are

among the list; whereas, fourteen academic subjects are

designated as of little value. in terms of percentages,

the vocational subjects were below several of the academic

subjects.

Two academic subjects on the Freshman level were

designated by the largest percentages as being of little

value. They are algebra and ancient history. That is

what might be expeetec4 since the number of withdrawals

came in larger numbers from the early classes of the

high school. The subjects which followed next in order

were Latin, biology, geometry and physical education. The

numbers in these and other subjects which follow them were

too small to justify much consideration in the matter of

curricular adjustment.

Subject Fields and Subjects Not Offered

The next problem was that of attempting to determine

what subject fields the withdrawals would have been inter-

ested in had such subject fields contained subjects not

at that time offered by the Roosevelt High School. As
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curriculum and counseling problems, knowledge of students'

responses in this area is decidedly valuable. The re-

actions of the group of withdrawals are found in Table IX.

One hundred fifty-five responded to this phase of the study.

TABLE IX

Subject Fields Withdrawals Would Have Been Interested

in Had Suoh Seen Offered

Subject Fields No. of Students Percentage of
total group

Technical 96 26,8

Commeroial 24 8,2

Home Economics 1? 4.4

Language 8 2.8

English 4 1.1

Physical Education 3 .8

Social Studies 2 .8

Psychology 2 .8

Science 1 .3

Art 1 .3

Table IX lists the nine subject fields the with-

drawals would have been interested in if certain specific

subjects in these fields had been offered.
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Ninety-five (19.0) students indicated that they would

have been interested in the technical subject field. Twenty-

four (6.2%) listed the commercial field, seventeen (4.40)

chops the hose economies field, six (2.60) selected the

language field, and four (1%) the Nnglish field. The

fields of physical education, social studies, psychology,

science, and art follow in succession.

A study was made also of the specific subjects in

which the withdrawals would have been interested if they

had been offered at the time they were in school. A look

at this category should reveal some significant trends

in thought of the former students who are, for the most

part, now employed in remunerative occupations. The data

are revealed by Table X.
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TABLE X

Subjects in Which the Withdrawals Would Have Been
Interested Had They Been Offered

Subjects No. of Students Percentage

Electricity 14 3.6
Gag Engine 11 2.9
Machine work 11 2.9
Mechanics 9 2.3
Diesel Engine 5 1.3
Aviation 3 .8
Welding 2 .6
Navigation Theory 2 .6
Advanced Shop 2 .6
Carpentry 2 .6
Printing 2 .6
Radio 2 .6
Photography 2 .6
Marine Engineering 1 .6
Aeronatuics 1 .3
Shop (for girls) 1 .3
Drafting i .3
Office Machines 9 2.3
Office Practice* 9 2.3
Filing 4 .1.0
Comptometer 1 .3
Salesmanship* 1 .3
Home Nursing 5 1.3
Millinery 5 1.3
Dress Designing* 4 1.0
Advanced Foods 3 .8
German 5 1.3
Spanish* 1 .3
Public Speaking* 3 .8
Journalism* 1 .3
Health Education* 3 .8
Psychology 2 .6
Advanced Chemistry 1 .3
Cartooning 1 .3

* These subjects have been adde- to the high school
curriculum since these students left school.
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Table X shows thirty-four subjects in nine subject

fields the withdrawals indicated that they would have

been interested in if they had been offered by Roosevelt

Hirt School. Some of these subjects are now offered in

the high school curriculum, but were not given at the

ti e these students were attending school.

The largest percentage of subjects as shown in

Table X are technical in character. Seventy-one (19.2%)

students designated seventeen specific subjects in the

technical field. The desire for this type of knowledge

is shown throughout this study and has no doubt come as

a result of the growing demand for trained technical

workers.

Twenty-four (6.2%) students designated five subjects

in the commercial field. Seventeen (4.4%) students listed

four subjects in the home economics field. Six (2.6%)

students selected two subjects in the language field.

Four (1.1%) students chose two subjects in the english

field. Three (.8%) students designated one subject in

the physical education field, two selected one subject

in the social studies field, one selected one subject in

the science field, and one in the field of art,
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Subject Fields and Subjects Desired

After a group of students, such as the withdrawal

group in this study, has been out of school for a period

of time, they may get a different perspective of the school

and its curriculum. Therefore, one problem of considerable

concern is what subject fields the students would care to

enter if they should return to the high school after having

had experience in social, civic and occupational activities.

The results of the groupts responses are given in Table XI.

TABLE XI

Subject Field in Which the Withdrawals Would be Inter-
ested if They Should Now Return to School

Subject Fields No, of Students 'Percentage

Commercial 102 26.9

Hone Economics 72 19.1

English 62 16.1

Technical 58 14.8

Uathematics 34 3.9

Science 33 3.6

Industrial Arts 32 B*3

Social Studies 28 6.7

Language 6 1.7

Art 6 1.7

Physical Education & Health 3 .8

Music 2 .6
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The withdrawals selected twelve subject fields they

would be interested in if they returned to hlith school.

A number of the withdrawals selected two or more subject

fields.

The commercial field leads the list with one hundred

two (26.8%) desiring subjects in this field. Seventy-two

(19.9%) students named the home economies field as their

Choice. Sixty-two (16%) students designated the English

field. Roosevelt High Schools offers only two subjects,

Shop and Mechanical Dinning, in the technical field.

Fifty-eight (14.8%) students selected the technical field.

The other fields which follow are mathematics, thirty-four

(8.8%) students; science, thirty-three (8.6%) students;

industrial arts, thirty-two (8.3%) students, social

studies, twenty-five (6.7%) students; language, six

(l.7.) students; art, six (l.7%) students; physical

education and health, three (.8%) students, and music,

two (.62 students.

The specific subjects in fields may give a clearer

picture of the effect of out-of-school experiences upon

what work students would care to take if they should

return to the Roosevelt High School. Thus, with a

View to deteruine such effect, the students were asked

to designate the specific subjects they would like to

take if they should return to high school, Results in

Table XII.
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TADLE XII

Subjects In Y31:1.ch the 71thdrawals 'Jour be Interested
if They Should Now Return to School

Subjects No, of Students Percentage

TflwrItinc; 37 0.7
Shorthand 32 8.3
Book!ceopin 10 2.3
Commercial Arithmetic 5 1.3
7tfice Practice 5 1.3
Commercial Law 2 .6
f-ennmanship 2 .6
Salesmanship 2 .6

Foods 21 5.5
b, owing 12 3.3
Dress Designing 2 .6
it1.11Inory 2 .6

Electlieity 13 4.0
Machine Work 11 3.3
:10501 rinsine 5 1.3
Gas Engine 4 1.0

Shop 18 4.6
:Ischanical ETawing 14 3.6

journalism 5 1.3
Public Speaking 2 .6
Spelling, 1 .3
Dramatics 1 .3

Chemistry 4 1.0
Physics 2 ,, .6
Biology 1 .3

Spanish 4 1.0
Irendh 1 .3
Latin 1 .3

Algebra 4 1.0

Occupations 2 .6
Civics 1 .3

Physical Education 2 .6
Health Education 1 .3



47

Table XII shows thirty-three subjects out of ten

subject fields in which the withdrawals would be inter-

ested if they returned to high school now. They have

listed eighteen subjects of the vocational type and

fifteen as academia.

Of the subjects the students would be interested in

taking now, typewriting, shorthand, foods, shop, electricity,

mechanical drawing, sewing, machine work, and bookkeeping

were mentioned the greatest number of times. Others that

followed in rank are segmental arithmetio, office practice,

diesel engine, journalism, gas engine, chemistry, Spanish,

algebra, commercial law, penmanship, salesmanship, dress

:designing, millinery, public speaking, physics, occupations,

physical sduoation, spelling, dramatics, biology, Wrench,

Latin, civics, and health education. Here again the type

of subjects selected by the withdrawals show a tendency

toward occupational desires.

Scholarship of Withdrawals

A study was made of the scholarship of the with-

drawals in order to ascertain whether or not scholarship

had anything to do with their decisions to withdraw from

the high school. The grades, withdrawals, and percent-

ages for the 529 are shown in Table XIII.
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The grading system employed by Roosevelt High School

is a five point system. Four numbers represent passing

grades and one number denotes failure. The approximate

percentage of each of the grades are as follows:

1 - 95% to 100%, 2 - 87$ to 94%, 3 - 79% to 86%,

4 - 70% to 78%. All grades below 70% are failures and

are recorded as grades of 5.

TABLE XIII

The Grades of 529 Withdrawals at Tins of Withdrawal

Grades Withdrawals Percent

1 8 1.5

2 42 7.9

3 79 14.9

4 182 34.5

5 144 27.2

0 74 14.0

526 100.0

Table XIII shows the average grade of five hundred

twenty -nine students at the tire of withdrawal. The

largest number or one hundred eighty-two (34.5%) with-

drew when they had Just a passing grade (4), and one

hundred forty-four (27.2%) dropped out with a failing

grade (5). Seventy-four (14.0%) entered school and with-
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drew before they had attended long enough to receive a

grade in any one of their subjects. Seventy-nine (14.9%)

students withdrew with a (3) average, and eight (1.5%)

withdrew with a (1) average. The average grade for all

the withdrawals was about 3.9. This shows that drop-outs

tend to be low in scholarship and that poor grade averages

may be one of the main causes for students becoming dis-

couraged and may constitute one of the reasons for with-

drawing from school.

Terms in Whioh Studente Withdrew

Because of the fact that the term in which the

students withdrew from the high school may have some

bearing on this problem, a study was made of the length

of residence of the withdrawal group in the school. The

data are given in Table XIV.
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TABLE XIV

Terms in Which Students Withdrew From School

Terms No* of Students Percent

1 98 18.6

2 109 20.7

3 85 16.2

4 73 13.8

5 70 13.28

6 37 6.9

7 37 6.9

8 13 2.5

9 6 1.1

10 1 *02

529 100.00

Since a new Freshman class enters the Roosevelt High

School each January as well as each September, the students

are classified by terms rather than by years.

Table XIV shows that the greatest mortality rate

takes place in the first two terms or in the Freshman

year. Ninety-eight students (18.6%) withdrew during

their first term. One hundred nine (20.7%) left during

their second term, The other withdrawals came as follows:

Eighty-five (16.2%) left during their third term, seventy-

three (13,8%) during the fourth term, seventy (13.3%)
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during the fifth term, thirty-seven (6.19%) during the

sixth term, thirty-seven (5.9) during the seventh term,

On4 thirteen (2.5%) left during their eighth term. There

tees six (1.1-i) nineth termers who withdrew before gradu-

ation and one (.02%) tenth termer.

It is assumed, as shown in Table I, that many of the

students who transferred out of the district continued in

high school.

Student's Comments

The following comments are examples of many similar

comments received from the withdrawals concerning the

educational program at Roosevelt High School. These are

direct quotations,

1. I have found from my own experiences that the
subjects I received the moat value from are the
ones that can be used in everyday work. Teach
a student to use his hands as well as his head
and his battle to survive is better than half won.

2. I think it would be interesting if a study of Art
could be added to the curriculum, not the mechan-
ics of Art, but the expression and appreciation,
also the interpretation of it.

3. I think that the subjects sadly neglected in
nearly all high schools are the psychology of
getting along with people, healt hygiene, and
soclal conduct. The English course should be
revised. There is too mulch repetition of
2nglish. More special English classes should
be offered for those students who find it hard.
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4. I believe that there should be mow advanced
classes in science for those who are inter-
esteti but aro unable to attend college.

5. The background of my hick school traininr was
mathematics and Physics.

6. I do not believe I made a mistake in withdrawing
from Roosevelt High Schools I am a girl more
interested in a home. I have received much
experience from working in other people's
homes and this kind of experience is not
received by reading a few books.

7. I believe that every girl in high school should
be required to take shorthand and typing.

9, Since this is the mechanical age, I think having
a modern day-by-day study of the changes that are
being made in the mechanical world would be a very
helpful course.

0. I withdrew from Roosevelt High School no I could
study electrical work.

10. I feel that history, as a required subject, is a
waste of tine for many students because they are
not interested in it when they enter high school.

11. Attending Roosevelt High School was a waste of
31 years of my life. I transferred to another
school in order to learn a trade before graduation.

12. Ancient History and classical English are both a
waste of time. The teachers could be a little
more patient with the backward boys and girls.

13. I would have finished high school had I thought
its training would have helped me.

14. T. do not think that part of the English course,
which deals with the Dallads, is useful. Ancient
History is another subject which seems to be out
of place in high school.
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SUMMARY OF STUDTXTtS COMMENTS

Of the several comments, only one dealt with the

cultural training as a background for better living.

Three of the comments criticized the value of certain

sUbjeets as to their usefulness after leaving high

school. Two comments were quite frank in stating that

the b:_gh school offered them nothing and that it was a

waste of their time to attend. It is evident from

these comments that subjects in Which are related to the

everyday nroblems of life are in demand.



CHAPTER IN

=VARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMESDATI CNS

This chapter contains three divisions: fir

summary of the reaction study; second, conclusions base'

upon the findings of the study; and third, recommenda-

tions, which, it is hoped, will lead to a better curri-

culum and program for the benefit of the students at

oesevelt High School.

SUMMARY

In order to determine the factors which caused

students to leave Roosevelt High School in Portland,

Oregon, before graduation and to determine changes,

curricular or otherwise, which might benefit them, the

writer contacted by questionnaire and interview three

hundred eighty-four (72%) out of five hundred twenty-nine

withdrawals from school between the spring of 1934 and the

fall of 1938.

The data secured by the questionnaire and personal

interviews were analyzed under nine headings: (1) the

reasons for withdrawal; (2) economic conditions; (3)

most valuable subject fields and subjects offered; (4)

subject fields and subjects designated as a waste of

time; (5) subject fields and subjects not offered;
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(6) subject fields which students would be interested if

they returnec: to high school; (7) the average grades

upon leaving 11.i h school; (n) term of withdrawal; and

(9) student's comments.

The students' reasons for leaving high school were:

transferred from the school district, econoic conditThns,

lack of interest, transferref. to Benson Polytechnic, to

get marrie, transferred to Girls Polytechnic, transferred

to Commerce High ,School, to take jobs, ill health, trans-

ferred to Sabin High School, failure in subjects, extreme

emotional disturbances, to enlist in the army or navy,

transferred to Jane Addams High School, expelled. from

school, dislike for students and school, ineligible for

athletics, ,:anted to travel, to become a nun, lack of a

eartooning course, sent to the State Industrial Sdhool for

Boys, and ascociations.

In analyzing the economic conditions of the with -

drawals, there were fifty-nine varied occupational types

of employment with 3ne hundred sixty withdrawals working

full time and thirty -two working part time. The mean

monthly salary of this group was 071.05. Seventeen with-

drawals were idle, seventy-six girls are married, and

ninety-nine students are still attending some high school

or school of higher leaning.
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The withdrawals designated English, history, home

economics, science, mathematics, music and art as bein-,

the most valuable subject fields to them. Manua/ training,

mechanical drawin7, tinerriting, shorthand, business arith-

metic, and dewing were mentioned l the greatest number of

ti es as rein` the most valuable subjects.

7istory and mathematics were dosirnatod by the

largest number of students as being a waste of time.

Science in general came third on the list. Other ibjects

mentioned in their order were English, art, foreign

languages and literature. The specific courses mentioned

as bein7 a waste of tire in the order of their unpopu-

larity were: algebra, ancient history, Latin, biology,

geometry, physic .l education, Spanish, music appreciation,

mechanical drawing, typewriting, penmanship, health educa-

tion, bookkeeping, geography, business arithmetic and French.

Of the subjects the students would have been interested

is latch were not offered by the high sehool, technical

subjects were designated. the greatest number of times.

Some students mentioned technical subjects in general,

others specified a particular tyre of technical subject.

Music was the only non-technical subject mentioned in this

groan. There were thirty-two specific courses mentioned

that the withdrawals would be interested in were they to

return to high school now. Technical courses were
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mentioned most frequently. This study shows that English,

homo economics, mathematics, science, hjatory, technical,

eleetricity, commercial, art, music, avia+:icA and langu-

ages are the subjects the withdrawals would be interested

in if they returned to high school. The withdrailLis

mentioned thirty-two different subjects they would be

interested in if they returned to high school.

At the time of withdrawal eight students had an

average grade of (1), forty-two had an average grade of

(2), seventy-nine had an average grade of (3), one hundred

eighty-two had an average grade of (4), one hundred forty-

four had failed in all subjects and seventy-four withdrew

before they had attended long enough to receive a grade in

any one of their subjeets.

Two hundred seven students withdrew in their freshman

year, ninety-eight in their first term and one hundred nine

in their second term. One hundred fifty-eight withdrew in

their sophmore year, eighty-five in the third term and

seventy-three in the fourth term. One hundred seven with-

drew in their junior year, seventy in the fifth term and

thirty-seven in the sixth term. fifty students Withdrew

in their senior year, thirty-seven in their seventh term

and thirteen in their eighth term. Six withdrew in their

ninth term and one in the tenth.
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It is evident from the wIthdrawals' comments tliat

subjects which are related to the evory-day problems of

life are in demand.

CONCLUSIONS

The following are the writer's conclusions based on

the data revealed by this studyi

1. Lany students withdrew from high school in order

to secure technical training.

2. Many of th. withdrawals continued their formal

education.

3. The withdrawals, that are now employe,, hold

positions and jobs mainly of the lower income tyr).

4. Based on our :fresent standards of liv:Ing many

of the withdrawals arc nt earning sufficient incomes to

have the necessities of a healthful livelihood.

5. The h:. ;h school curriculum does not adequately

meet the varying needs of individual students.

G. A large per cent of the studonts ylho are most

apt to leave high school before graduation prefer

vocational subjects to the traditional academic subjects.

7. The lac% of technical or practical subjects in

the high school is a definite cause of s tudent elimination.

8. There Is an aprarent nee for subjects in the high

school which will lend mere directly to employment for those



59

students who terminaA their formal education at an

early age.

9. The greatest mortality rate is in the first two

years of high school.

REOOMUENDATIONS

The findings of this study show first, that a defi-

nite attempt should be made to diminish the rate of

student elimination from the Roosevelt High School and

second, that a curricular reorganization is necessary

in the school in order better to meet the needs of

potential withdrawals' :these conclusions suspest and

seem to justify the following recommendaticus:

1. More teohnioal or practical subjects should be

added to the high school curriculum.

2. The high school should provide a definite follow-

up program and establish an efficient system of records

in order to have a more thorough understediIg of the

nods of the students who are likely to leave school

prior to graduation.

S. The required academic subjects should be modified

in such a way as to be more suitable for students of lower

ability,

4. Since many students withdraw at the end of two

years or earlier, the school must plan to rive them,
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during that period, such training as will best fit them
to meet the everyday life situations in their environ-
ment at home and at work.
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APPENDIX



ROOSEVELT HIGH SCHOOL
PO9TLArD, C7!

To former students of Roosevelt Nigh Schools

In order to make recommendations for any changes,
curricular or otherwise, that might benefit the stunts
of our high school we are making a follow-up survey of the
classes of 1934 to 1938 inclusive. Will you kindly fill
out the following questionnaire and add any foot notes that
you feel might be of advantage to us? We wish to thank the
members of these classes for their help in this survey.

Sincerely,

R. O. Garber, Counselor.

1. Are you employed at present? Full time? Part time?

2. Present position?

3. Present salary per month?

4. State the reason or reasons you left Roosevelt High. School

A.

B.

5. Name the hig)a school subjects you feel have been of
most value to you.

A. B. C.

6. Name the subjects (if any) 7012 feel a waste of time.

A. B. C.

7. ;That subjects not offered by the high school would. you
have been interested in taking (if any)?

A. B. C.

8, II you were to return to high school again that subject
or subjects would you be interested in now?

A. B. C.

Comments:


