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State-wide Stream Improvement
Stream Clearance Segment

The following projects were completed between July 1, 1965,

and June 30, 1966, under the stream clearance segment of the State-wide

Stream Improvement Program. The larger segments were initiated by

requesting competitive bids with the contract for logjam removal awarded

to the lowest acceptable bid. The smaller projects were undertaken either

by force account or rental of equipment complete with operator. The equip-

ment and method used on each project varied. Where sealed bids were involved,

the most feasible piece of equipment was specified and the job bid complete

with operator and choker setters. The rental and force account method employed

a piece of equipment found locally that could satisfactorily do the job.

Oregon Game Commission stream clearance personnel worked directly with the

operator on the force account projects. On the contracts, the Game Commission

employees laid out the work, scheduled the logjam areas, and, in general,

supervised the work and passed on its acceptability.

District fishery biologists and stream improvement personnel con-

ducted physical surveys of the streams and estimated the amount of time

required to do a job prior to the stream clearance activities. This was done

prior to advertising for sealed bids, or rental of equipment under force

account.

During the reporting period, equipment rental monies from the office

of Emergency Planning were made available because of the damage done by the

flood of December 1964, followed by high water two weeks later. This money

was utilized to pay for equipment, with the use supervised by Game Commission



stream clearance personnel.

On July 12, 1965, a stream clearance contract was initiated on

the Siuslaw River and tributaries. R. L. Mathews Logging Company of Coos

Bay presented the low bid and received the contract for the work. TWO-

complete crews were used; one consisting of a D-6 tractor with operator

and choker setters and the other an HD-9 tractor with operator and choker

setters.

Work proceeded through the months of July, August, and September,

with the project terminating on October 9. During this period a total of

23 tributaries were cleaned of debris. Also removed were several large

logjams on the main Siuslaw River and Wolf Creek. A total of 1,063 tractor

hours were expended, resulting in 69 miles of spawning area being made

available to anadromous fish.

A contract for the Smith and Umpqua Rivers had been let on June21,

1965, to D. L. Coop Logging Company for 1,500 hours of tractor rental. The

job resulted in opening 81 miles of spawning area to migrating fish. This

contract was amended to add an additional 900 hours, which made 59 miles

on the Umpqua system, 13 miles on the Alsea River, and 20 miles on the

Coquille River, available for spawning.

Another contract was let for work in Tillamook County, including

the Trask, Wilson, Kiltohis, and Miami Rivers. This contract was for 411

hours of tractor rental resulting in 55 miles of stream becoming available

to salmon, steelhead, and cutthroat trout.

A logjam near the mouth of Jordan Creek, tributary of the Wilson

River, formed a complete barrier to adult salmonids. The logjam was concen-

trated in a narrow rock wall canyon. This job was bid with the contractor
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removing the barrier by high lead logging.

Stream clearance personnel completed a number of blasting jobs,

including removal of a logjam on Smith Creek, tributary to Drift Creek. A

channel was opened with the use of powder at the mouth of Mill Creek,

tributary of the Siletz River, allowing fish to enter the stream. The

mouths of Slick Rock and Wolf Creeks, tributaries of the Nestucca River,

were deepened by blasting, enhancing fish passage into the creeks. An

indication of the costs involved in moving a contractor into a stream

clearance project is presented in Table 1,

Table 1

Smith and Umpqua Rivers
Stream Clearance Cost Data

Name
Move
In

Tractor
Rental
Per Hour

Moving Cost
Per Mile

D. L. Coop $ 100 $ 24.00 No Charge

R. C. Larson 600 27.10 $ 3.00

Wm, Mathews 125 28.71 4,25

Walter Goodat 200 31.00 3.00

Considerable time and effort is devoted to stream survey work

and checking the results of past projects. A survey on two tributaries of

the Little South Fork Smith River, previously opened to anadromous fish,

disclosed one tributary alive with coho fry while the second contained a

large population of young steelhead. In the same watershed, a tributary

of Panther Creek supported echo and steelhead fry.
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By including all projects, 231 miles of additional spawing area

were made available to anadromous fish through the projects outline above.

Surveillance was required on all the streams in the attempt to

prohibit collection of debris in known critical areas during periods of

high water.

Financial Statement

Project Approval

Actual Expense

Approved by

Jame W. Goin, Coordinator
Fede 1 Aid Funds
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$40,000.00

$31,941.71

Submitted by:
George J. ernan
Chief Engineer

Monty . Montgome
Coordinating Biologist



Figure 1. Logjam on Gravel Creek, tributary of Siletz River

Figure 2. Gravel Creek after removal
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