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The purpose of this study was twofold. One purpose

was to investigate the clothing worn by the adult members

of the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians. Six periods of time

were examined:

Period I - 1805-1811
Period II - 1870's-1880's
Period III - 1900-1905
Period IV - 1950's-192-0's
Period 7 - 1960's-1971
Period VI - 1975-1976

Each period was assessed as to clothing and accesso-

ries worn, composition of clothing and accessories, and

motifs employed. :mrarisons were made as to clothing sim-

ilarities and differences among the six periods. For both

the women and man basic clothing items remained relatively

constant, with variations being most apparent in decorative



detail and clothing ac.:eeeories,

The second purpose of this etuJy was to aetermine if

similarities exist between the -):n se-It-day festival dress

of the Wasco and Warm Sings Indians, and traditional

Western Plains Indian dress. .6. number of similarities were

found, primarily in basic costume items including the wing

dress, poncho shirt, and moccasins.

It ;ias concluded that a diffusion of material objects

has transpired bringing items that originated in the Indian

Plains of the east to the Plateau in the west.

Throughout the 200 years that trade items have been

diffused, the reasons for the existence of a diffusion sys-

tem have changed. Today Indian clothing consists largely

of items originally worn primarily by the Plains Indiars.

The Wasco and Warm Springs Indians appear to play the stan-

dardized Indian role in the presence of whites, and wear

many of the same basic clothing items during their festi-

vals that were worn by the Western Plains Indians during

the middle of the 19th century.
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WASCO AND WARM SPRINGS INDIAN CLOTHING
FOR SIX PERIODS BETWEEN 1805-1976

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Clothing variations have been distinctive among the

tribes and groups of Indians across the United States for

as long as such information has been recorded. Factors of

climate, resources, rank, age, and sex have all played an

important role in producing the style changes that have

evolved within individual groups.

Lewis and Clark are believed to be the first Euro-

Americans to have had contact with the Upper Columbia River

natives. These early Indians lived in what is today North

Central Oregon and are the ancestors of the present-day

Wasco and Warm Springs Indians. In 1805 and 1806 Lewis and

Clark wrote in their journals about the lifestyles of these

Indians, their food sources, their trade patterns, and

their clothing during the fall and spring months. These

Indians had an established mode of dress which has changed

over time to its present form--the festival dress displayed

several times throughout each year on the Warm Springs Res-

ervation.

In comparison to other Indian groups across the United

States, only a small amount of attention has been paid to

Wasco and Warm Springs Indians in modern times. There is

only a minimum of resource information available on their
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mode of dress, but in the informatiori that has been pub-

lished, the same statements recur: the festival clothing

worn today on the Warm Springs Reservation is similar

many ways to the mode of dress worn by the 19th and 20th

century Western Plains Indians.

The trade exchange between Wasco and Warm Springs and

Plains Indians and, to a lesser extent, the coastal and

southern Oregon Indians, may be part of the reason for the

development of a non-regional and/or Plains Indian appear-

ance in clothing.
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Study

The diffusion of Western Plains Indian clothing traits

to the Plateau seems to have brought about the development

of a non-regional, or Western Plains appearance to the fes-

tival clothing of the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians, in

addition to a general style change over time. A comparison

of contemporary festival dress of the Wasco and Warm Springs

Indians with their early dress (1805 to 1811), late 19th

century and early 20th century dress, and with traditional

Western Plains Indian dress, may shed light on the process

of diffusion.

This study is being undertaken for the purpose of:

1) describing the early dress of the Wasco and Warm

Springs Indians as seen by the first white explor-

ers to travel through the Columbia River Basin area.

2) investigating and categorizing the clothing worn by

the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians at different

time periods between 1805 and 1971.

3) investigating and categorizing the festival clothing

worn today by the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians on

the Warm Springs Reservation.

4) comparing the types of clothing worn during these

different time periods.

5) comparing the present-day dress of the Wasco and

Warm Springs Indians to traditional Western Plains

costume traits.
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It is hoped that this study will help expand the rela-

tively small amount of information that exists today about

the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians.
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Definitions of Terms Used in the Study

Acculturation--"the process of adapting the cultural traits
or social patterns of another group" (Stein (ed.),
1969, p. 10).

Adoption--a decision made by a recipient, individual, or
group to continue full use of an innovation (Rogers,
1962, p. 13).

Adult--a person who appears to have reached physical matu-
rity.

Belt Widths--narrow (1-2 inches); medium (2-3 inches); wide
(3-4 inches).

Breastplate--two long bands of slim bone beads strung in
rows and worn over the chest of a man or woman. It
hangs from the neck and usually extends below the
waist. Women wear beads strung in vertical rows while
men wear beads strung in horizontal rows.

Diffusion--the transfer or spreading of an idea or cultural
element from one culture to another (Barnett, 1953,
p. 291; Kroeber, 1931, p. 139; Linton, 1936, p. 324;
Rogers, 1962, p. 13).

Doctor's Bonnet--a set of buffalo horns attached to a cap
and band. Leather fringe is often hung from the bot-
tom edge of the band on either side of the head. A
variation is a narrow fan of feathers worn back to
front over the center of the head. The doctor's bon-
net originated as a Central Plains Indian clothing
trait.

Festival Clothing--items of apparel that are worn by the
Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Indian religious
ceremonies, dances, fairs, etc. This clothing is
usually made by Indians, is passed through family
lines, and often has a special meaning to the owner.

Metal Jingles--small cone-shaped decorations made from tin,
often attached to the fringe of Indian garments for
decoration.

Parfleche--a pouch, tobacco bag, or medicine bag made from
rawhide.

Peak of the Western Plains Indian Cultural Existence- -1830-
1860 (Wissler, 1912, p. 239).
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Periods of Clothing Observations--Period I (1805-1811 ;

Period II 18701s-1880's); Period III (1900-1905 ;

Period IV 1930's-1940's); Period V (1960's-1971 ;

Period VI 1975-1976).

Plateau Area--the area that joins the Plains on the west
encompassing present-day Idaho, Washington and Oregon
east of the Coast Range (with the exception of South-
ern Oregon) and inland British Columbia. Its topog-
raphy varies from desert regions in the south to fer-
tile farmlands in the north. Several dozen tribal
groups subsisted in that area, including the Wasco and
Warm Springs Indians. Salish and Sahaptin were the
two major dialects spoken there.

Present-day--existing or having existed from 1975-1976.

Sash--a long narrow band of fabric or hide
7-9 inches wide) decorated with beads
materials. It is usually worn by the
right shoulder and under the left arm
and serves as an ornament, or area to

(approximately
and/or other
men over the
above the waist,
display awards.

Straight-up Bonnet--feathers stand straight up from a wide
skin band that is worn around the circumference cf the
head. It was popular among the Blackfoot Indians.

Sweptback Bonnet--a war bonnet consisting of a hide cap, a
band of skin one or two inches wide sewn to the cap and
trimmed in beads, and a trail of feathers attached to
the cap which descends down the back of the wearer.
Variations are full and half trail bonnets, and single
and double feathered rows reaching to the waist or
ankles. These originated among the Central and South-
ern Plains Indians.

Warm Springs Indian Reservation--located east of the summit
of the Cascade Mountains in North Central Oregon, ex-
tending into both Wasco and Jefferson counties, and
comprising over 627,000 acres.

Warm Springs Indians--Sahaptin-speaking Indians who origin-
ally lived on and south of the Columbia River from
the valley of the John Day River to within a few miles
of the present-day city of The Dalles, Oregon. Sev-
eral individual Sahaptin language bands are collec-
tively known as Warm Springs. Today they comprise
the largest group of Indians on the Warm Springs
Indian Reservation.

Wasco Indians--a group of Indians who resided in at least
three main villages on the south side of the Columbia
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River. Presvmnbly their villages extended at least
from The Dalles to Ten-Mile Rapids. They spoke an
Upper Chinook dialect. Today, the Dalles, Ki-gal-
twal-la and Dog River bands of Masco Indians represent
the second largest group of Indians residing on the
Warm Springs Indian Reservation.

Western Plains Indian Dress--clothing worn by the Western
Plains Indians at the height of their cultural exis-
tence--1830-1860 (Wissler, 1912, p. 239).

Western Plains Indians--the Indians that occupied the heart-
land of the Plains; Assiniboin, Arapaho, Blackfoot,
Cheyenne, Crow, Gros Ventre, and Sarsi are included
in this group (Wissler, 1917, p. 206).

Western Plains Region--an area of land spanning from the
Western Rockies to the present-day states of North
Dakota, South Dakota and Nebraska to the east, north
into Alberta and Saskatchewan, and south to the
Mexican border. Over 15 Indian groups originally
resided in this region.

Wing dress--a dress made from tanned hide or lightweight
fabric reaching to the calf or ankle. The sleeve
extends to the elbow, has a fitted armhole, and a
diagonally shaped, loose fitting lower edge.
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CHAPTER II

REViEW OF LITERATURE

The review of literature includes a survey of the

journals of the first explorers of the Columbia River Basin,

fur traders and early settlers, and ethnographies done by

20th century historians and anthropologists.

Initial Contact

The Wasco and Warm Springs Indians were among the

Indian groups inhabiting the Columbia River Basin in the

late 18th and early 19th centuries. These Indians were

involved in a complex and far-reaching trade system that

was of great importance to the Northwest Indians, fur trad-

ers, and merchants. Yet even today we know little about

their mode of life, and their clothing. "Perhaps the rea-

son is that the truculence of the.,. [Wasco and Warm

Springs] , and their resentment of the efforts of white

traders to compete by establishing trading posts on the

Columbia, prevented any sojourn among... [the Indian and

white travelers and settlers] " (Spier and Sapir, 1930,

III, p. 153).

One must rely primarily on the journals of early ex-

plorers for information on these people. Lewis and Clark

were the first explorers to travel overland through the
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,
Columbia River Basin in 1805 and 1806.

1 Their journals

have been published several times by a number of editors

(Biddle, 1814; Coues, 1897; Hosmer, 1902; Thwaites, 1904).

Lewis and Clark provide the first record of clothing, life

styles, and trade patterns of the ancestors of the Wasco

and Warm Springs Indians living on the Warm Springs Indian

Reservation today, as well as other Indian groups residing

along the Columbia River in 1805 and 1806.

Alexander Ross (1904) traveled west in the years 1810-

1813 and David Thompson crossed his path in 1811 (Glover,

1962). These men were concerned with the fur trade and

early settlements so their observations of Indian character-

istics were not as detailed as those of Lewis and Clark.

Sources such as Lee and Frost (1844) and Wilkes (1844)

describe the early settlement days of Oregon in the 1820's,

30's, and 40's and are useful principally to clarify earlier

descriptions of the existence of particular cultural ele-

ments, as well as to document their persistence.

1 Although some modern Chinooks and Sahaptins insist that
French traders or explorers were the first to appear in
the area, French (1961) says that "...it is remotely pos-
sible that they are right but 'history tells us' that
Lewis and Clark were the first whites to visit the sec-
tion of the Columbia Valley with which we are concerned"
(p. 350).
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Bancroft provides an extensive survey of the early

coastal explorations and notes the beginnings of an Indian-

European trading system (Bancroft, 1884, I, p. 262).
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;Masco and Warm S-orings Indian Groups

Warm Springs Indians

"The Warm Springs Sahaptin (Tenino, Tyghpam, Deschutes,

and Waiyatmpam) occupied the banks of the Columbia between

the Upper Chinook
2 (Wasco and Wishram) on the west and the

Umatilla on the east..." (Murdock, 1938, XL, p. 395-6).

They were pushed north from the Upper Deschutes drainage

areas to the Columbia River by Snake Indian attacks prior

to 1750 (Spier and Sapir, 1930, III, p. 160).

The Warm Springs Indians are thought to have made up

four subgroups. Each subgroup had two village sites; ease

was a temporary settlement on the river for use during the

fishing season and one, of more permanent structure, was

located several miles south of the river. This second es-

tablishment was used during the colder months. Murdock

claims the four subgroups were originally independent but

were friendly. They all eventually settled on the Warm

Springs Indian Reservation (Murdock, 1938, XL, p. 396).

The four subgroups were:

(a) The Tenino proper who spent their summers
about four miles east of The Dalles on the
south bank at the head of the Five-Mile Rapids
(1)3 and who traveled inland about six miles
to spend their winters at taciaixtaqax (2).

3 -
Upper Chinook refers to a linguistic subgroup affiliation.
The numbers refer to reference points on the map in Appen-
dix A.
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(b) The Wyam or Deschutes fished in the summers at
modern-day Celilo or waya'm (3) and wintered
on the left bank of the Deschutes slightly in-
land from where the Deschutes meets the Colum-
bia (4).

(c) The John Day Indians spent all year round on
the Lower John Day River within a few miles
of the Columbia in the villages of takcpa'c
(6) and maxa'xpa (5).

(d) The Tygh, an early offshoot of the Tenino,
wintered in the modern-day Tygh Valley and
fished at Sherar's Bridge on the Deschutes in
the summer (Murdock, 1938, XL, p. 397) (Appen-
dix A).

These, then, are the Sahaptin bands or subgroups (it

would be inappropriate to call them tribes since they lacked

the formal political unity that is often implied by the term)

who had the closest relations with the Wasco at the time the

early white explorers first contacted and wrote about them

(Spicer, 1961, p. 365).

"The John Day, who alone, of the four subtribes,
seem to have had a permanent foothold on the Wash-
ington bank of the Columbia, habitually went to Mt.
Adams for berries, whereas the other three groups
frequented Mt. Hood during the berry season. All
four, however, ranged south from the Columbia for
game and roots. Complete freedom of trade and in-
tercourse prevailed between the Tenino and the
Wasco, Wishram, Umatilla, and Sahaptin tribes of
Washington. After the treaty of June 25th, 1855,
the Tenino were moved to the Warm Springs Reserva-
tion, where they have been settled ever since in
the vicinity of Simnasho. Since their establish-
ment on the reservation, they have called them-
selves 'malida', which is merely a Sahaptin adap-
tation of 'warm springs" (Murdock, 1938, XL, p.
397).

The Warm Springs bands of the Sahaptin culture did not

differ greatly from the Upper Chinookan Wasco that they sur-

rounded, except for their native tongue and their emphasis

on subsistence food stuffs other than fish. The Sahaptins
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spent more time away from the river relying much more

heavily on roots, berries, and game as opposed to fish,

which has caused some historians to classify them as a Pla-

teau culture (Spicer, 1961, p. 394).

Wasco Indians

"The Wasco Indians have inhabited their present area,

roughly the agency area of the Warm Springs Reservation,

since the signing of the treaty which established the reser-

vation in 1855" (Kelly, 1955, p. 22). Before that time the

Wasco were closely associated with the Wishram who resided

on the north bank of the Columbia River and eventually were

moved to the Yakima Reservation in Washington. Both groups

spoke a version of the Upper Chinook dialect and were said

to have traveled back and forth across the river at the area

of the present-day city of The Dalles. Sahaptins seem to

have surrounded these uppermost Chinooks much the way the

Navajo surround the Hopi today, and because of this situa-

tion a variety of contacts occurred. In many ways the Upper

Chinook and Sahaptin Indians had many similar culture pat-

terns; emphasis within the culture, however, was signifi-

cantly different.

Information about the early Wasco Indians and their

neighbors is sketchy because of a series of epidemics that

decimated the population before and after the coming of the

white man (Spier and Sapir, 1930, III, p. 159). One study
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of the Wasco reported on a major epidemic that affected the

Wasco population to a considerable degree in the years sur-

rounding 1830 (Cook, 1955, p. 303-16, 321-22).

"The Wasco were Iccated on the south bank directly op-

posite the Wishram at The Danes. They probably had vil-

lages on the south side of Ten-Mile Rapids at Celilo Falls,

and as far upstream as the mouth of the Deschutes" (Appendix

A) (Spier and Sapir, 1930, III, p. 160).

There is record of only three Wasco villages:

(a) wa'sq!o was the primary village located five
or six miles east of The Dalles and opposite
the chief Wishram village, nixlu'idix.

(b) wikxo't was a Wasco village located about a
mile above The Dalles.

(c) Atsaqa meaning 'lone pine' was the third vil-
lage of the Wasco located a few miles east of
wikxo't (Spier and Sapir, 1930, III, p. 168).

A 1950 census reported by Spicer listed 485 persons

(244 men and 241 women) and they were identified as, at

least partly, of Wasco ancestry. This number was reported

to be over 47% of the total Warm Springs Reservation enroll-

ment at that time (Spicer, 1961, D. 360).
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The Warm 5-crinzs Indian Reservation

History

The Reservation was created as a consequence of the

Treaty of 1855 which established the Confederated Tribes

and Bands of the Warm Springs Indian Reservation. These

tribes and bands included "...Taih or the Upper Deschutes

of Walla Wallas, the Wyam or Lower Deschutes band of the

Walla Wallas, the Tenino band of Walla Wallas, the Dallas

band of Wascoes, and the Dog River band of Wascoes" (Kappler,

1904, II, p. 714).

Geographic Location

Today the Warm Springs and Wasco Indians live on land

owned communally by all the enrolled Indians belonging to

the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation.

This region is located to the east of the Cascade Mountains

in North Central Oregon. This region is contained in what

today are Jefferson and Wasco counties. The total acreage

of the reservation includes over 627,000 acres. The land-

scape includes small hills, deep canyons, lava plateaus,

grazing lands, and a mountain. Elevation ranges from 2500

feet to 10,500 feet at the summit of Mt. Jefferson.

Linguistic Grouping

The groups residing on the reservation can be grouped
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into three linguistic categories; the largest group spoke

dialects of what anthropologists call the Sahaptin language

family. This group originally lived on and south of the

Columbia River from the valley of John Day River to within a

few miles of the modern city of The Dalles. These people

are today collectively called the Warm Springs Indians.

Indians speaking the Upper Chinook dialect comprised

the second largest language group. They lived along the Co-

lumbia River from The Dalles to the Cascades of the Columbia

River. Today they are called Wasco Indians.

In 1879 the first of several Paiute-speaking Indian

groups was moved to the reservation, bringing a third dia-

lect to the Warm Springs Reservation (French, 1955, p. 5).

Trade Patterns

Ewers (1968) has offered researchers an interesting

discussion on the widespread trade system across the far-

reaching central areas of the North American continent. His

analysis may be applicable to the continously changing trade

system that evolved on the Columbia River Plateau.

Ewers described the trade system of the Plains Indians

as it existed at the time of Lewis and Clark and analyzed

the system as a network of intertribal trade involving no

fewer than nineteen tribes (Appendix B). Through analysis

of trade items from this period and prior periods he chrono-

logically classified the intertribal trade into three pat-
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terns, and termed them as (1) the aboriginal intertribal

trade pattern, (2) the protohistoric or transitional trade

pattern, and (3) the historic pattern of direct trade (Ewers,

1968, p. 18). Ewers has outlined these three trade patterns

as follows:

1) the aboriginal intertribal trade pattern consisting
of a direct trade between hunting and gathering
people where the exchange would be mutually profit-
able and where major exchange items consisted of
foodstuffs.

2) the protohistoric or transitional trade pattern
where the distinguishing characteristic was the in-
troduction of European articles to the intertribal
trade. The items were now mainly imperishables,
European and native made, exchanging several hands
and earning large profits.

3) the historic pattern developed through Lewis and
Clark's lengthy description of Indian trade systems.
Fur traders now knew more about the interior Indians
and were able to seek their assistance in expanding
their trapping regions (Ewers, 1968, p. 18-32).

Aboriginal Trade Pattern

The aboriginal trade consisted of trading for subsis-

tence food items from peoples of different economic back-

grounds (eg. gathering and fishing peoples) that would en-

able each group to supplement their economies with a mutual-

ly profitable exchange. The foodstuffs exchanged from the

nomadic Plateau tribes consisted of roots, berries, and

seeds, for dried fish from the fishing groups on the river,

primarily a direct trade from producer to consumer and an

exchange of perishables. As Ewers states this is not the

trade of articles that archaelogists could easily discover,

but along the Columbia this aboriginal pattern was recorded
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by early explorers from the ancestors of this early trade

(1968, p. 22).

Protohistoric Trade Pattern

The period from about 1750 (Spier and Sapir, 1930, III,

p. 224) to 1810, when the Sahaptin and Upper Chinook con-

trolled the Columbia River trade, could be classed as the

Plateau's protohistoric period. Lewis and Clark noted a

good number of European manufactured items when they reached

the Wasco-Warm Springs territory. The majority of these

items, no doubt, came from the maritime exploring vessels

(Thwaites, 1904, III, p. 166). Lewis and Clark mentioned

seeing swords, guns, brass tea kettles, jackets, scarlet

and blue cloth, brass thimbles, and beads (Thwaites, 1904,

III, p. 166, 169; IV, p. 296, 304). Mr. Lewis himself ex-

changed skins, canoes, and irons, for a gun and some beads

(Thwaites, 1904, IV, p. 304). This protohistoric, or tran-

sitional, trade can be characterized by the exchange of

European trade articles.

"Through the medium of this trade horses and
objects made in Europe were diffused from the
peripheral white men's trading centers by Indian
intermediaries to remote rivers...long before
some of those tribes first were met by white ex-
plorers" (Ewers, 1968, p. 23).

In combination with the fact that European articles

began appearing, one item, the horse, was in itself a major

factor or cause for the change from an aboriginal system to
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a protohistoric system. "Tribes which were formerly depen-

dent upon trade for the procurement of certain articles,

were, by means of the horse, enabled to produce (or at least

secure) those articles themselves" (Jablow, 1951, p. 12).

Thus there was a change not only in the nature of the trade

(the kind, quantity, and quality of goods) but also in the

trade relations between specific groups. "An impetus was

given to trading. While formerly trade was chiefly with the

western tribes, now much trading was also done with those to

the east. Commodities were exchanged more rapidly and came

from greater distances" (Test, 1938, II, p. 152).

The protohistoric trade was associated largely with the

trade of imperishables and what became known as standard

trade items (Ross, 1904, p. 129) including weapons, tools,

and articles of adornment which archaelogists have been able

to successfully recover. An example of the protohistoric

trade is the supply of European weapons the Wasco and Wish-

ram provided the eastern Indians (Ross, 1904, p. 129). The

idea of making a profit also developed during this period.

Articles often exchanged hands several times. Trade routes

were extended and some trade items of native manufacture

among distant tribes were added to the inventory of the no-

madic trade intermediaries and middlemen, and through them

reached distances far from their homeland. An example of

this is the trade of the water lily seeds gathered by the

Shasta, Modoc, and Klamath. Middlemen took these seeds far
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up into the Northwest and in return, brought back some of

the finest Nez Perce parfleches.

HistorLc Trade Pattern

About the same time that the protohistoric trade sys-

tem was continuing, Plateau river middlemen (Upper Chinooks

and Sahaptin) began to feel a competitive pressure from both

the whites and fellow Indians down the river. When ships

began landing on a regular basis in the coastal waters in

the mouth of the Columbia, the Lower Chinooks found it easy

to take control of the trade traffic of beads, trinkets, and

weapons. Not surprisingly, Indian traders, jealous of their

own rights as traders under the preexisting trade pattern,

became resentful of white trade contacts (Ewers, 1968, p.

26; Spier and Sapir, 1930, III, p. 225). The Indians sought

fruitlessly to retain their old trade patterns and at the

same time enjoy direct trade with whites. The distinction

of direct trade with the white man points to the evolution

of the third and last classification--the historic pattern

of direct trade. This period presupposed the fact that

white activity was no longer peripheral but that it had pro-

gressed to the point of replacing the preexisting intertrib-

al trade patterns (Ewers 1968, p. 31).

As European items were exchanged to Indian hands these

trade items slowly began to replace native-made articles of

stone, bone, and skins, and the Indians often showed "...re-
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markable ingenuity in their use of some of the strange arti-

cles of white man's make [that they received in trade"

(Ewers, 1968, p. 26).

Clothing of the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians in 1805-1806

Clothing in aboriginal North America exhibited a wide

variety of styles and materials which were correlated to

geographical environment. Styles and fashions changed with

the times, and fashions spread from one tribe to another,

but clothing was also dependent on other facts of culture,

for example, subsistence economy. If a tribe subsisted

mainly on the flesh of large mammals, it was likely to make

its clothing out of hides, which were readily available.

The acquisition of the horse increased the efficiency of

hunting and encouraged the spread of hide clothing to areas

where formerly it had been less common. The horse helped

the spread of decorative techniques as well. When Lewis and

Clark met the Columbia Plateau Indians they noted similar-

ity of dress to that of the Plains Indians. "But it seems

unlikely that Plains dress was introduced among them prior

to that strong infiltration of Plains traits in the whole

area which began subsequent to 1750" (Spier and Sapir, 1930,

III, p. 205).

Characteristics of Western Plains Indian Life

Buffalo were never really abundant west of the Rockies
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even before the presence of the white man. Eastern Plateau

hunting Indians such as the Nez Perce and the Flathead had

to travel great distances to the east to penetrate the buf-

falo plains (Bancroft, 1884, I, 7o. 263). It was on these

trips east that much of the Plains culture was introduced

to hunters from the Plateau.

Geographic Location

At the peak of Plains Indian life (about 1830-1860)

there were over thirty tribal groups inhabiting the geo-

graphical area of the great North American Plains. This

territory spanned the western prairies from the Rockies to

the Mississippi Valley, and from Texas north into Canada.

These groups spoke a number of different languages but

were able to communicate through a common sign language

(Wissler, 1917, p. 206).

Tribes

The groups manifesting the most typical Western Plains

lifestyles included the Assiniboin, Arapaho, Blackfoot,

Cheyenne, Crow, Gros Ventre, and Sarsi. These tribes inhab-

ited an expanse of land as far north as present-day Alberta,

Canada to as far south as West Central Texas (i.e. they en-

compassed the heartland of the Plains) (Wissler, 1917, p.

206).
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Diffusion

Even after the horse was introduced to the Plateau

Indians, from the east and south, the Warm Springs Indians,

Wasco Indians, and their neighbors did not travel far from

their homes near and on the Columbia River. Because of

their geographical location they were in an excellent posi-

tion to act as middlemen in the trade system that was al-

ready highly developed when Lewis and Clark visited them.

There are records of Indians coming from the coastal

fringes, the south and the eastern Plains to trade goods,

swap stories, and relax. Upon the arrival of European

sailing vessels to the Pacific Coast this trade system

became even more important to these interior Indians and

Plains Indians who participated in the trading at The Dalles

(Spicer, 1961, D. 344). It was through these yearly trade

gatherings that the Plateau Indians acquired a large portion

of their Plains Indian ideas and patterns (Krieger, 1931, p.

540).

Diffusion Defined

Kroeber has defined diffusion as

"...the process, usually but not necessarily grad-
ual, by which elements or systems of culture are
spread; by which an invention or new institution
adopted in one place is adopted in neighboring
areas and in some cases continues to be adopted
in adjacent ones..." (Kroeber, 1931, p. 139).

He adds that diffusion involves the process of accep-
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tance within a group, and preservation in conjunction with

adoption (Kroeber, 1931, D. 139). Adoption is an individual

matter, and diffusion reauires group acceptance (Rogers,

1962, p. 12, 76).

The Diffusion Process

Linton (1936) discusses three steps in the diffusion

process: presentation of a new element to a society, accep-

tance by the society, and integration of the accepted ele-

ment(s) into the already preexisting culture. The culture

which is spreading this element may be the innovator or sim-

-cly another intermediary of this element. This is of little

importance. What is important is that the receiving culture

is open to new ideas. An element, concept, or innovation

can be diffused by one individual to another, by a ga'oup of

only one sex; it can cross sexual boundaries and be adapted

to fit personal desires; or it can be accepted by those of a

particular rank or respect in the recipient culture

(p. 334).

When two groups of different complexity are in contin-

uous contact with one another, the less complex group may

feel that everything the donor group has is desirable. The

less complex group may borrow anything it is capable of in-

corporating (Linton, 1936, p. 343-344; Lowie, 1954, p. 194).

The process is usually gradual and often an element will be

in the adoption stages with more than one neighboring recip-
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ient group at the same time. Through this system of dif-

fusion, the recipient group is expanding its knowledge and

thereby growing (Kroeber, 1931, p. 139). Diffusion can in-

volve a degree of faddism in the ..."borrowing of intrinsi-

cally useless items of culture which happen to catch their

fancy"... and any group may borrow simply for the sake of

borrowing (Linton, 1936, p. 336, 345).

Cultural elements are never transferred from one cul-

ture to another in their entirety, nor are they transferred

in a rapid progression. Every element, even the simplest

looking object, is really a complex of elements including

various associations and ideas for its use. The receiving

society can be aware of only so much of this information.

In its new society, this borrowed item or element becomes

the center of a whole new set of associations and uses

(Rogers, 1962, p. 36).

Any new element that is still in its early stages of

acceptance in a society is in direct competition with any

alternative item that it is replacing. Before it can be

fully accepted by any individual or any portion of the in-

volved group it must prove its usefulness through a series

of adjustments (Linton, 1936, p. 337).

The development of the diffused item depends on who

receives it in the recipient society. An example of this

would be a group of hunting men accepting a new product but

being unaware of how it is made. Their women examine it



26

and make it the only way they can devise, using their know-

ledge and resources. The techniques they use to produce it

may be quite different from the way the donor group manufac-

tured the equivalent article (Linton, 1936, p. 336).

Acceptance of Plains Indian Traits

Plains Indian traits began a westward movement about

1750. In the early years Plains traits were followed close-

ly by European trade items and it is the European influence

that has been subject to most analysis of diffusion in the

Northwest (Gunther, 1950, III, p. 174).

In his study of the Plateau culture, Ray (1936) stated

that the Plateau people possess a distinct culture in their

own right. He suggests that even though the Plateau people

have borrowed a lot from both their eastern and western

neighbors, both influences have probably been overrated

"... and diffusion from the Plains is in large part recent

and superficial" (p. 145, 146). An observer of a Plateau

festival today might imagine himself among Plains Indians,

but if he looks beyond the costume to the home life and sur-

roundings of these people, he could never doubt his Plateau

locale (p. 146).

Gunther (1950) looked at the situation from a different

point of view. The Plains character of Plateau costume is

unmistakably noticeable today, especially during festivals

and powwows "...when it is necessary for them [Plateau
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peoplej to play the standardized role of Indians in the pre-

sence of whites" (p. 174). Gunther stated further that

often this clothing appears in incongruous combinations.

She suggested that clothing combinations are the result of

the apparent lack of a distinct clothing tradition among

the Plateau Indians in combination with the popular white

view that Plains clothing is Indian clothing. Through the

years it has become much more important to be dressed as an

Indian than to represent a certain tribal distinction

(Free, 1970, p. 91).

Clothing Today

In general "...cultural diversity has become obscured

over the years" because of increased mobility, enplains

French in an article on Warm Springs Reservation conditions

in the 20th century (French, 1955, p. 7). Yet an important

attachment to heritage can be observed in the festival

clothing that has been kept within family lines and passed

down through generations. These dance costumes are worn at

Indian festivals. Often this clothing carries with it a

significance of rank or heritage (p. 8).

Since the period of initial Plains contact with Plateau

Indians there has not been a continual absorption of Plains

traits by the Plateau Indians. The Plateau Indians have

incorporated only certain clothing traits that they found

would fit in well with their lifestyle (Ray, 1936, p. 146).
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According to Gunther (1950), it was not until the advent of

the automobile and the increased development of Indian fairs

and rodeos that another great era of diffusion began. It is

the combination of the early diffusion of traits between

trading Indians and this modern mobile diffusion process

that has brought a Plains Indian appearance to the Indians

on the Warm Springs Reservation today (p. 179).
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CHA2mER T.77

PROCEDURE

The collection of data was based on the following lim-

itations and assumptions.

Limitations

This study is unique because no other writings present

a descriptive outline cf the clothing the Wasco and Warm

Springs Indians wore throughout various segments of histo-

ry. The investigator had to rely on a number of sources for

clothing data. Information from these sources was limited:

- excerpts from early explorers' journals were not

always clear or complete.

- available historic photographs were selected

from a list of criteria (see Collection of Data)

but large gaps in time between photographs ex-

isted.

- persons who had the knowledge to contribute

to the investigation were not always willing to

comply.

Assumptions

Several assumptions were made in this study, many due

to the limited amount of data available. They are:

- Plains Indian clothing ideas did not start first
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in the Plateau and move east.

- Lewis and Clark were accurate in their obser-

vations and writings.

- the photographs of clothing in the different

periods are representative of the everyday

clothing of that time period.

- the clothing worn at the four festivals that the

investigator attended was representative of

Indian clothing worn at festivals on the reser-

vation.

- the Indians the investigator talked with gave

accurate information concerning dress and relat-

ed topics of information.
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Collection of Data

Data were gathered for six different periods of time.

The literature or photographs were used as data sources for

the first five periods. The procedure used to obtain data

about contemporary festival dress of the Wasco and Warm

Springs Indians was dependent on the cooperation, or lack of

it, shown by tribal leaders on the Warm Springs Indian Res-

ervation. After several unsuccessful attempts to contact

and gain the assistance of certain members of the Warm

Springs Tribal Council, the investigator found the best re-

source to be a non-Indian who was employed by the reserva-

tion to set up an Indian Museum. His position as Mid-Ore-

gon Historical Society Director gave him the opportunity

to become familiar with the reservation lifestyle, and to

become acquainted with most of its members.

The original plan for data collection was to interview

30-40 of the adult Wasco and Warm Springs Indians presently

living on the reservation. The interviews were to involve

a one-to-one, at-home discussion and examination of those

garments worn by these people to Indian festivals and cele-

brations. It was hoped that a tape recorder could be used

and that a schedule could be filled out in combination with

the clothing examination. One schedule was to be completed

for each article of clothing examined. The schedule was

composed of two parts. One part contained questions asked

of the informant; questions in the other part were to be
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answered through an examination of the clothing. Much of

this plan had to be abandoned due to the lack of coopera-

tion by tribal leaders and an alternative procedure was de-

vised that involved attending Indian festivals and inter-

viewing a few Indians at their homes or at the festivals.

Time Periods Under Observation

The time periods that were investigated in the collec-

tion of Wasco and Warm Springs Indians clothing data includ-

ed six categories:

Period I - 1805-1811
Period II - 1870's-1880's
Period III - 1900-1905
Period IV - 1930's-1940's
Period V - 1960's-1971
Period VI - 1975-1976

Periods observed were determined by available informa-

tion. Data on everyday clothing were gathered for Periods

I-V. Period I was determined by the dates the first Duro-

Americans made contact with the Upper Columbia River

Indians. The literature is the sole source of clothing in-

formation for Period I. Periods II-V were determined solely

by available photographic information. Present-day festival

dress was viewed by the investigator in Period VI.

Data on Western Plains Indian clothing were collected

for the time period of 1830-1860 when Plains clothing was at

its peak in development (Appendix a).

The clothing data for each of the time periods were

organized into the following categories for male and female
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- head
- upper torso
- lower torso
- legs
- feet
- wrap
- accessories
- decoration and motifs

This information was then tabulated by periods for women,

men, and women and men (Appendix I).

Period I: 1805-1811

One of the main objectives was to gather information

and describe the clothing of the Wasco and Warm Springs

Indians as first seen by white man. This information was

obtained by reading the journals of Meriwether Lewis and

William Clark (the first known white men to see these

Indians), and the journal kept by Alexander Ross, who fol-

lowed the Lewis and Clark route and penetrated the Upper

Columbia River Basin five years later in 1811. Secondary

sources such as Hodge's Handbook of American Indians (1910)

were helpful in deciphering Indian names and using later

archaeological findings to tie together the information

written by Lewis, Clark, and Ross. Writings of maritime

explorers, who made notes of their Pacific Coast landings,

were also sought for early information concerning white

trade good exchanges.
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Ieriods 11-7

Photographs were used in Periods II-V to gather cloth-

ing information. 711,n-v, ,mere obtained from the contact on the

reservation who had an extensive collection of over 100 old

Indian photographs that were given to him by Central Oregon

Community College. The photographic reprints cover several

years between 1870-1971 and are of Indians who resided

around the Columbia River area at The Dalles and later on

the Warm Springs Indian Reservation. Many of the photo-

graphs were taken by Anne M. Morrow and A.A. Morrow

(1940's), Lee Moorhouse (1900's), and Gladys Seufert

(1960's) and are reprints from the Smithsonian Institution,

and the Oregon Historical Society.

All the photographs for Periods II-7 were selected

from this group. Nearly every photograph had some kind of

description as to its content. The investigator selected

thirty-two photographs by examining all of them and selec-

ting those which met the following criteria:

- it was a photograph of a Masco or Warm Springs
Indian according to the given written descrip-
tion.

- if the photograph did not list the ancestry
of the Indian(s) in the picture the contact
knew it through his work on the reservation.

- at least one of the persons in the photograph
was an adult.

- the people in the photograph were wearing
Indian clothing.

- it was the most clear and complete picture of
a given costume.

Two pairs of photographs (Plates 5 and 8, and Plates
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22 and 25) are of the same costume but they were included

because each one allowed the viewing of particular items of

clothing and met the criteria listed above.

Once the needed photographs were selected through the

above evaluation process, slide reprints were obtained

through Central Oregon Community College and later made

into photographs.

These photographs were categorized, using a form devi-

sed to evaluate them. This form was developed to encompass

the aspects of clothing selected for this study.

Nine black and white photographs were used to gather

information for Period II (1870's-1880's) and eight black

and white photographs,, taken by Lee Moorhouse, were used in

Period III (1900-1905). The four black and white photo-

graphs used in Period IV (1930's-1940's) were taken by

Anne and A.A. Morrow. Eleven photographs were used in

Period V (1960's-1971); two from this period were in color.

These photographs were taken by Gladys Seufert.

Period IV: Present-day

Data for the years 1975-1976 were collected through

personal interview and observations. Three home interviews

were conducted which allowed observations of ten complete

outfits and four miscellaneous articles of clothing.

Thirty-nine festival observations were made; thirteen of

these were of men's outfits, and twenty-six were of women's
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period was clothing observed through one-to-one discussions

with its owner at a particular Indian festival. A total of

eighteen observations was obtained.

For both the interviews and the observations a schedule

was used in charting the clothing information. The schedule

was developed by using the Indian clothing in the Horner

Museum at Oregon State University. A trial-and-error pro-

cess was used to expand and reorganize a schedule outline

several times before it was believed to include all facets

of clothing desired. Later, for purposes of analysis,

another schedule was devised to categorize all the data.

The chart in Appendix I is a compilation of all the gath-

ered data.

Interviews were finally arranged but with far fewer

people than originally planned. The contact knew of persons

who would be agreeable to discuss the topic of Indian cloth-

ing and arranged for the investigator to meet with three of

these people. An important requirement for this data col-

lection was that these people be of at least partial Wasco

and/or Warm Springs heritage. This prerequisite narrowed

the number of possible interviews to three who knew, for

sure, their ancestry, and were willing to be interviewed.

(Two of the women were of at least partial Warm Springs

heritage, the third woman claimed to be a fourth generation

Wasco.)
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The interviews were held within the confines of the

interviewee's home. On the suggestion of the contact, notes

were taken on pieces of paper rather than bringing the pre-

pared schedules. The schedules were kept well in mind by

the investigator so that there would be no problem in re-

membering what questions should be asked. During the inter-

views, clothing was examined and details about each article

were discussed. Responses were recorded on the schedules

immediately after the interviews.

All the people with whom personal contact was made

were interviewed at festivals on the reservation throughout

1975 and 1976. Four festivals were attended: the Huckle-

berry Festival (October, 1975), and Root Festival (April,

1976), the Simnasho Festival (June, 1976), and the Trade

Fair (September, 1976).

These people were either approached alone by the in-

vestigator or introduced by the contact. Fifteen out of

eighteen of these people believed that they had at least a

small amount of Wasco and/or Warm Springs blood in them.

During these interviews notes were taken in the same manner

as was done for the at-home interviews.

Observing clothing worn at reservation festivals was

the third method of data collection during this period of

time. This was a random form of observation in some res-

pects. Special attention was paid to the clothing of the

dancers and major festival participants but the heritage
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of these Indian people was not always known. All festivals,

except one, were intra-reservation celebrations so it was

felt that since the majority of the Indians on the reserva-

tion are of Wasco and Warm Springs heritage that the obser-

vations would not be significantly incorrect if each observ-

ed dancer's heritage was not obtained. (Perhaps the most

difficult question for those interviewed to answer was what

their heritage is, as most families have intermarried sever-

al times over.)

Throughout the time spent on the reservation there was

always an air of Indian annoyance to any photography and

studious onlookers who always had a pencil and paper in

hand. Consequently no photographs were taken and notes were

written inconspicuously whenever possible.

Many of the people appeared at more than one festival

and often similar, if not identical, clothing was worn to

each. Care was taken to try to avoid duplication of data.

Compilation of Data

After all the data were compiled they were charted via

a number system for computer analysis. The form devised to

chart the data was composed of 298 item categories. Item

variations were assigned consecutive numbers within each

category in a preassigned column box according to which

variation was observed for that particular outfit. An I.D.

number was assigned each outfit, photographs were numbered



39

and individuals within a photograph were lettered according

to their position relative to the left. Time periods were

noted as to when each Photograph, observation, or interview

was made. If the heritage of the wearer was available it

was charted; each column of data was noted as being either a

complete outfit or an individual article.

The reliability of this form of data charting was

checked periodically by going over photographs and observa-

tion information already charted, calling out observed cate-

gory numbers and having another person check whether the

numbers called out the second time were consistent with the

first set. Any inconsistencies were noted and the picture

or observation information was reassessed.

The numbered information was then key-punched onto com-

puter cards and tallied. The computer tally was later

abandoned in favor of a hand tally because there were so

many empty cells (Appendix I).
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CHAPTER IV

FINDINGS

The findings were based on information gathered from

literature, historic photographs, observations at

festivals, and interviews.

The information for Period I (1805-1811) was taken

primarily from the literature of Lewis and Clark, who were

among the first explorers to come in contact with the

Wasco and Warm Springs Indians along the Upper Columbia

River. It is from their detailed journals that the first

descriptions of clothing came.

Varying amounts of clothing were worn throughout the

year depending on climatic changes. At times, little or

no clothing was worn by the men or the women.

Skin was primarily used for clothing. Bear, deer,

fox, coyote, raccoon, antelope, and mountain goat hides

were available within close proximity. The Wasco and

Warm Springs Indians traded with the Indians to the east

for buffalo hides.

Historic photographs were used to gather descriptions

of dress worn for Periods IT (1870's-1880's), III (1900-

1905), IV (1930's-1940's), and V (1960's-1971). One

element of information that was not readily available from

those photographs was color; only two photographs were in

color.
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Observations for Period VI (1975-1976) were made on

location by the researcher; consequently the element of

color was available.

Western style clothing, typically worn by non-Indians

today and worn by some Indian men and women in the periods

of time under study, was not noted, nor included, as

data.

Period I 1805-1811

The following is a description of the clothing worn

by the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians between the years

1805-1811. This information was gathered from the litera-

ture of Bancroft (1884), Hodge (1910), Hosmer (1902), and

others.

Lewis and Clark mentioned the clothing practices of

the Wasco and Warm Springs in two different seasons of

the year (Hosmer, 1902, II, p. 254). Hodge published one

of the few ethnographic descriptions of Wasco clothing.

Even though his information was gathered fifty years later,

it parallels closely the description given by Lewis and

Clark, but lacks detail (Hodge, 1910, II, p. 918).

Bancroft compared the dress of the coastal Indians to the

Upper Columbia River Indians (Bancroft, 1884, I, p. 257-

58). Wilkes (1844) noted that often little or no clothing

was worn and seemed often to be regarded as a kind of

decoration (p. 238).
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Head

Women's Dress (1805-1811)

A basket hat was worn by the women. It was made of

twined mountain grass in the form of a truncated cone.

"...its upper flat face was four inches in diameter, and

the height rwaili eight to ten inches." Geometric lines,

made from other grasses of darker shades,formed the hat's

decoration (Spier and Sapir, 1930, III, p. 207).

Upper Torso

The major covering of the women was a wing dress made

from the skin of the deer, antelope, or mountain goat. It

was made into a garment with loose sleeves or cape-like

sleeve extensions hanging to the elbow. The wing dress

hung from the shoulders to the midcalf or ankles. One, or

sometimes two, hides were used in its construction with

the tail of the hide turned outward for decoration at the

neck (Bancroft, 1884, I, p. 257; Spier and Sapir, 1930,

III, p. 206). A variety of decorative detail was used to

adorn large portions of the wing dress including trade

beads, quills, fringe feathers, shells, bone and horn,

teeth, tin jingles, and fur strips (Bancroft, 1884, I,

p. 257; Spier and Sapir, 1930, III, p. 206; Thwaites,

1904, IV, D. 289). Geometric design lines predominated

(Hodge, 1910, II, p. 913). A wide belt, made from tanned

hide and decorated with beaded geometric designs, drew the
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dress in around the waist (Bancroft, 1884, I, p. 157;

Spier and Sapir, 1930, III, p. 207).

Lower Torso

A breechcloth was worn in the form of a short hide

covering, and often extended down the front and back as a

long skirt, hanging down to the mid-calf or ankles. It

was reported being worn alone on the lower torso. The

breechcloth was made from small animal skins of the fox,

coyote, raccoon, or wolf. The skins were brought under a

girdle and allowed to hang like a small apron (Spicer,

1961, p. 357; Spier and Sapir, 1930, III, p. 206; Wilkes,

1844, IV, p. 409-410).

Legs

Women wore leggings made from tanned leather. They

varied from ankle height to knee height, and often were

beaded or quilled over their entire surface with geometric

or naturalistic floral designs (Bancroft, 1884, I, ED_ 257;

Hosmer, 1902, II, p. 52, 254, 260; Spier and Sapir, 1930,

III, p. 207).

Feet

A moccasin, stuffed with dry grass for warmth in

winter, was worn throughout the year (Spier and Sapir,

1930, III, p. 207). Porcupine quills and trade beads dec-

orated the surface of the footwear (Hosmer, 1902, II,
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p. 254, 260; Spicer, 1961, p. 357).

Wrap

Large wraps were worn over the wing dress for warmth.

These wraps or robes were made from the skin of the bear,

deer, antelope, or the buffalo hide (if it was available).

Both long (knee length) and short (waist length) robes were

used. Decoration was scanty except on the robes traded from

the Plains (Biddle, 1814, p. 359) .

A mat cover fashioned from tules, a reed found in the

swamp lands and fashioned by twinning, was an item worn for

warmth in winter weather. It was a broad garment extending

to the mid-thigh, which added considerable protection in

the snow season (Bancroft, 1884, I, p. 257; Spier and

Sapir, 1930, III, p.206).

Accessories

Shell and bead earrings consisted of dentalium shells

strung on sinew with two or three beads strung above the

shell. Often more than one pendant was worn in each ear

as the lobes were punctured with up to five holes each

(Hodge, 1910, II, p. 918; Spier and Sapir, 1930, III,

p. 208).

Face paint was used for cosmetic purposes. A dark red

was used by women to prevent sun burn on their faces. A

brighter red was obtained from clay, yellow paint was
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available from at least two sources, and black was the

result of powdered charcoal (Spier and Sapir, 1930, III,

p. 208) .

Geometric design motifs were common. Angular figures

of men, animals, and plants appeared near the end of this

period (Hodge, 1910, II, p. 918). Naturalistic floral

designs were noted on some items of clothing; they were

thought to have been copied from Plains Motifs (Spinden,

1930, II, p. 246).

Men's Dress (1805-1811)

Head

Caps of skin,made from the hides of raccoon, coyote,

wolf, or mountain goat, were worn for warmth (Hodge, 1910,

II, p. 918; Spier and Sapir, 1930, III, p. 206).

Upper Torso

Men covered their upper body with a poncho style shirt

made from the skin of the mountain goat, deer, or antelope.

It had a hole cut in the middle for the head, and the skin

from the animal's legs fell over the arms to form a loose

sleeve. The body of the shirt extended to hip length.

Quality of decoration varied from fringe only, to profuse

decoration (Bancroft, 1884, I, p. 257). A belt was worn

around the waist to draw in the shirt and/or support the

leggings (Bancroft, 1884, I, p. 257).
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Lower Torso

Breechcloths of raccoon skin, fox, or some other small

animal were seen throughout the year, although a variety of

winter breechcloth was made of bear skin and had a broad

seat (Bancroft, 1884, I, p. 257; Hodge, 1910, II, p. 918;

Spicer, 1961, p. 357; Spier and Sapir, 1930, III, p. 205;

Spinden, 1930, II, p. 218).

Legs

Leggings of dressed hide and fur were common. They

reached halfway up the thigh and were bound to the leg,

attached by strings to a waist belt or fastened to the

breechcloth. Leggings were fringed along the seams and

decorated with beads and quills (Bancroft, 1884, I,

p. 257) .

Feet

Men wore the same type of moccasins that the women

wore.

Wrap

The buffalo robe from the east was the most sought-

after form of wrap. A buffalo or elk robe was the warmest

winter garment available. Other robe forms worn were simi-

lar to those of the women (Bancroft, 1884, I, p. 257;

Hodge, 1910, II, p. 918; Hosmer; 1902, II, p. 40, 47).
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Accessories

Parfleches (folded hide cases), used for storage and

pack-bags, were obtained only by trade from Indians to the

east of the Wasco and Warm Springs. The cases were heavily

beaded by hand in various geometric motifs.
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Period II - 1870's-1880's

The following description of the clothing is based on

nine black and white historic photographs taken during the

1870's and 1880's. Two of the photographs are of the same

costume but the variations in pose revealed different

articles of clothing.

All articles of clothing viewed were tabulated

(Appendix I). The descriptive information listed below is

a compilation of the information gathered from the photo-

graphs.

Head

Women's Dress (1870's-1880's)

No articles of clothing or accessories were visible.

Upper Torso

An ankle length wing dress was worn. It was usually

made from a lightweight fabric that was printed with an

overall floral or geometric design (Plates 2, 3). Under

the wing dress, a long-sleeved blouse made of a lightweight

cloth was worn (Plates 1, 3). A loose-fitting overblouse

was worn, styled with elbow length, puffy sleeves (Plate

1). A narrow belt, made from a leather strap, was worn

around the waist to draw the dress against the body

(Plate 3) .



Lower Torso

A cloth skirt was observed during this time period.

The lower edge extended to the ankles as the wing

dress did (Plate 1).

Legs

Tanned hide leggings were worn. They were heavily

decorated with conventionalized floral designs (Plate 3).

Feet

49

Moccasins made from tanned hide were observed (Plates

1, 3) .

Wrap

A wrap, in the form of a wool blanket, was worn. The

blanket was woven with geometric design lines across it.

It was observed being worn two ways--secured around the

waist and thighs and allowed to hang down toward the feet,

or draped around the entire body length, held close to the

body by bent or folded arms (Plates 1, 2, 3).

Accessories

Several pieces of jewelry were observed, and included

chokers, pendants, necklaces, earrings, and bracelets.

Information on the materials that made up these accessories

was not available, with the exception that beads were

strung to make necklaces, and earrings were made from shells

(Plates 1, 2, 3).
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Motifs

The dominant motifs of this period were floral and

geometric prints, woven geometric designs, and convention-

alized floral handworked patterns (Plates 1, 2, 3).

Men's Dress (1870's-1880's)

Head

The articles worn in the hair included strips of fur

worn on both braids (Plate 5) and two or more feathers

stuck in the hair on the sides of the head (Plate 8).

One bonnet style was visible--the straight-up bonnet

adorned with hair and feathers (Plates 2, 4, 9).

Upper Torso

The poncho shirt, with wrist length sleeves, was the

style of covering worn by the men in this period. Tanned

hide was the common source of shirt material. Geometric

motifs, shells, beads, and teeth,applied by hand, decorated

the surface. Fringe was cut into the edge of the sleeve

and the body of the shirt (Plates 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8).

A sash encircled the upper torso over the right

shoulder and under the left arm at the waist. A tanned

hide base made up the background on which geometric

detail was applied. The sash was generally eight to ten

inches in width (Plates 2, 7).
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Lower Torso

A cloth breechcloth, decorated with woven geometric

motifs, was visible (Plate 5). Hide pants, fringed down

the sides of the legs, were also observed (Plate 2).

Legs

Leggings, extending as high as the mid-calf or knee,

were worn. They were decorated with applied geometric

motifs and strips of fur (Plate 5, 6, 7, 8, 9).

Feet

Ankle height moccasins, made from tanned hide, were

worn (Plates 2, 5, 8).

Wrap

A blanket, assumed to be made from wool, was worn for

warmth and/or decoration. The blanket was decorated with

woven geometric designs and fringe. It was observed being

worn wrapped around the waist and lying over the thigh and

knees (Plates 4, 6, 7, 9).

Accessories

Jewelry included chokers, necklaces, and pendants.

Beads, feathers, and shells were the main elements of the

jewelry (Plates 6, 7, 9).

Motifs

Dominant motifs included geometric designs woven in
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and/or applied by hand (Plates 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9).



Plate 1. Susan Simtustus McKay, Warm Springs A

Indian Squaw. Smithsonian Institute,'
1874

4 All labels are those which were attached to the
photographs, and many reflect earlier uses of
terms, such as "Squaw" and "Smithsonian Insti-
tute". Subjects photographed were not always
centered vertically so some costume detail on
the head may be missing.



Plate 2. Warm Springs Indians at Templeton Hop
Yard, in Brownsville, Oregon. Oregon
Historical Society, 1884



Plate 3. Chin-Chin-Wet, wife of Weyatathon,
Warm Springs Indian. Smithsonian
Institute, 1870's



Plate 4. Stat-Ha-Ka or Pole Cat, Wasco Tribe.
Smithsonian Institute , 1870's



Plate 5. Capolis, Warm Springs Indian Chief.
Smithsonian Institute, 1870's



Plate E. Ke-Hey-A-Kin or Crooked Spirit, Warm
Springs Tribe. Smithsonian Institute,
1870's



Plate 7. Oscar or Little Vessel, 'fiasco Tribe.
Smithsonian Institute, 1870's



Plate 8. Capolis, Warm Springs Indian Chief.
Smithsonian Institute, 1870's
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Plate 9. Cappolas or Boney Man, Warm Springs
Tribe. Smithsonian Institute, 1870's
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Period III - 1900-1905

The following description of clothing was gathered

from eight black and white historic photographs taken

during the years 1900-1905. All articles of clothing

viewed were tabulated (Appendix I). The descriptive infor-

mation listed below is a compilation of the information

gathered from the photographs.

Women's Dress (1900-1905)

Head

Three items were worn on the head at this time--a

type of bonnet with fluffy feathers tucked in a band of

tanned hide that fit around the circumference of the head

(Plate 10), a basket hat (Plate 11), and strips of fur

tied to the lower portioh of a woman's braids (Plate 11).

Upper Torso

The wing dress was the major item of clothing worn at

this time. It extended down as far as the midcalf or

ankles, covering the top of the leg or footwear. The

dresses were made from a printed cloth or hide; the cloth

was printed over its entire surface, primarily with geo-

metric patterns. The hide dresses were decorated with

beads, fringe, teeth, and shell (Plates 10, 11, 12, 13).

A long-sleeved cloth underblouse was worn under the wing

dress (Plates 10, 12, 13).
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Belts were made from strips of leather in varying

widths and were often decorated with geometric motifs.

They were worn around the waist of the wing dress (Plates

10, 11, 13).

Lower Torso

The wing dress covered the lower torso. No other

items of clothing were visible.

Legs

A pair of beaded leggings, decorated with geometric

designs, was visible (Plate 11).

Feet

Both decorated and undecorated moccasins were observed

(Plates 10, 11) .

Wrap

A blanket was worn as a covering, draped over the

shoulders and clasped in front. For a posed picture it

was draped over the arm or hung as a backdrop. Each

blanket displayed some form of woven geometric design,

with or without fringe formed from the blanket's edge

(Plates 10, 11, 12, 13, 15).

Accessories

Decorative accessories included chokers, necklaces,

pendants, earrings, bracelets, and rings. Materials making
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up the jewelry included beads and shells (Plates 10, 11,

12, 13, 14, 15). Large rectangular purses with geometric

and naturalistic animal motifs were carried by the women

(Plates 10, 11, 12, 13, 15).

Motifs

The dominant motifs of this period were woven,

printed, and handworked geometric designs, and natural-

istic animal designs (Plates 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15).

Men's Dress (1900-1905)

Head

Fur strips were worn tied to the lower half of the

hair (Plate 16). Both sweptback bonnets and straight-up

bonnets were visible (Plates 16, 17).

Upper Torso

A poncho style hide shirt, decorated by hand with geo-

metric motifs, was observed (Plate 16).

Lower Torso

A pair of hide pants were observed, decorated with

shells, hide and fringe (Plate 17).

Legs

No available photographs displayed leggings.



65

Feet

Ankle height moccasins, decorated with geometric

motifs, were worn (Plate 17).

Wrap

A blanket was displayed lying on the ground. The

geometric designs woven into the blanket were common to

all the blankets observed during this period; a series of

large triangles, woven in rows across the surface, deco-

rated the entire surface (Plate 17).

Accessories

Claw necklaces, tooth chokers, and shell earrings

were visible forms of jewelry worn by the men during this

period (Plates 16, 17).

Motifs

Handworked and woven geometric motifs prevailed

during this period.
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Plate 10. Wasco Indian Women. Lee Moorhouse,
1900



Plate 11. "Mrs. Holla-Quilla", and "Princess
Holla-Quilla", Warm Springs Indian
Tribe. Lee Moorhouse, 1900



Plate 12. Warm Springs Indian Women. Lee
Moorhouse, 1900



0.;

Plate 13. Warm Springs Squaws. Lee Moorhouse,
1900
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Plate 14. Princess Wa-Pa-Ni-Tia, Warm Springs
Tribe. Lee Moorhouse, 1900



Plate 15. Wasco Indians at Celilo Falls, Oregon.
Lee Mocrhouse, 1903



Plate 16. Tats-Homi or Good Man, Warm Springs
Indian Scout. Lee Moorhouse, 1900



Plate 17. Lack-Um-Tim, Warm Springs Tribe.
Lee Moorhouse, 1905
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Period IV 1930's- 1940's

The following description of clothing was gathered

from four black and white historic photographs taken during

the 1930's and 1940's. All articles of clothing viewed

were tabulated (Appendix I). The descriptive information

liSted below is a compilation of the information gathered

from the photographs.

Women's Dress (1930's-1940's)

Head

Fur strips were tied to the lower half of hair braids

(Plate 18). A scarf, made from a solid colored, light-

weight cloth, was secured in a wrapped and knotted fashion

at the front of the head (Plate 19) .

Upper Torso

The wing dress was worn during this period. It was

made from cloth and extended down to the midcalf covering

most of the legwear. It was not decorated with any visible

design motif (Plate 18).

A long-sleeved cloth underblouse was worn under the

wing dress (Plates 18, 20). A poncho style tanned hide

or cloth overblouse was also visible. The hide blouse was

decorated with applied geometric designs on the sleeves

and upper torso and was fringed on its lower edge. The

cloth blouse was made from printed cloth (Plates 19, 20).
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Lower Torso

An ankle length skirt was worn at this time made from

either cloth or tanned hide. The skirt's lower edge often

extended as far down as the midcalf to cover part of the

legwear (Plates 19, 20) .

Legs

Feet

No articles of clothing were clearly visible.

Ankle height moccasins made from tanned hide were

observed (Plate 20).

Wrap

Shawls and blankets were observed covering the body.

They were assumed to be made from wool and were worn draped

over the shoulders and clasped close in front with the arms.

These wraps were also observed hanging in the background.

Woven geometric and floral motifs decorated the surface and

fringe was applied to the edges (Plates 18, 19, 20).

Accessories

The only visible pieces of jewelry were necklaces,

chokers, pendants, shell earrings, and rings. Beads and

shells were included in the composition of the jewelry

(Plates 18, 19, 20) .

Large rectangular purses were carried over the wrist,

and were decorated with geometric and floral bead designs.
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Sizes varied slightly (Plates 18, 19, 20).

Motifs

The dominant motifs of this period were handworked

floral and geometric designs, woven geometric and floral

motifs, and applied geometric and conventionalized floral

figures (Plates 18, 19, 20).

Men's Dress (1930's-1940's)

Head

The sweptback bonnet and fur strips (that hung down

over the chest off the bonnet) were the visible forms of

head decoration in this period (Plate 21).

Upper Torso

In Plate 21, the figure was naked on the upper torso

with the exception of a narrow style of leather belt. No

decorative detail was observed.

Lower Torso

A heavily beaded breechcloth was worn attached to a

belt. The body of the cloth reached almost to the knees.

A geometric design decorated the surface. Fringe hung to

the midcalf (Plate 21).

Legs and Feet

No articles of clothing were worn.
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Wrap

No wrap was worn.

Accessories

Several strings of beads hung down over the chest

(Plate 21).

Motifs

Handworked geometric motifs were present (Plate 21).
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Plate 18. Eda Holloquila, Wasco Indian.
Anne and A.A. Morrow, 1949



Plate 19. Charlotte Edwards, Wasco Indian.
Anne and A.A. Morrow, 1949
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Plate 20. Cushinway Family, Wasco Indians.
Oregon Historical Society, 1931



Plate 21. Histo-Aged, Warm Springs Indian.
Oregon Historical Society, 1936



Period V - 1960's-1971

The following description of clothing was gathered

from eleven photographs--two were in color--during the

1960's through 1971. Two of the photographs are of the

same costume. One is a close-up of the neck and head

areas detailing jewelry and head decorations; the other

displays the entire costume.

Women's Dress (1960's-1971)

Head

82

The articles worn on the head during this period in-

cluded the following variations: a fur strip tied on the

lower half of each braid (Plates 22, 23, 28); decorated

tanned hide tied on the lower half of each braid (Plate 22);

one feather attached to a beaded band worn around the cir-

cumference of the head (Plates 22, 24); one feather worn

in the hair at the back of the head (Plate 28), and a

head scarf made from printed floral cloth wrapped around

the head and tied in back (Plate 30).

Upper Torso

Hide dresses with wrist length fitted sleeves were

observed. The hide dress was heavily decorated with geo-

metric motifs on the upper torso and lower sleeves. The

hem edges were fringed (Plates 24, 25, 28).

A wing dress made from cloth was also observed. It
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extended down to the midcalf or ankle and covered the top

of the leg or footwear. The dress was made from solid

colored fabric or a floral printed fabric. Surface deco-

ration included beads and shells applied by hand (Plates 29,

30). A long-sleeved cloth underblouse was worn under the

wing dress (Plate 29).

Belts, of a wide or narrow width, were worn to draw

the dress in around the waist. They were made from leather

and were decorated with a broad buckle and geometric motifs

(Plate 26, 27, 28).

Lower Torso

The wing dress covered the lower torso. No other

items were visible.

Legs

Leggings, made from tanned hide, were decorated with

geometric design motifs (Plate 25).

Feet

Two styles of moccasins were observed. One was a

moccasin-legging combination; the moccasin and legging

were made and worn as one article of clothing. (This is not

apparent in Plate 26 but was noted in an interview with

the subject.) The other was the common one-piece moccasin,

and was being worked on in the lap, rather than being worn

(Plate 30). They were left undecorated or were decorated

with geometric or floral bead motifs (Plates 26, 30).
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Wrap

Shawls and blankets, made from woven cloth, were worn

and decorated with geometric motifs. Surface decoration

included fringe (Plates 23, 27, 29).

Accessories

The list of jewelry included shell earrings, shell

and bead necklaces, chokers, and bracelets (Plates 22, 23,

24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29).

Large rectangular purses, which varied slightly in

size, were carried in the hand, or suspended from over the

wrist or arm from narrow straps. They were decorated

with geometric motifs, naturalistic animal motifs, and

naturalistic floral designs (Plates 23, 24, 25, 27, 28).

Motifs

The dominant motifs included printed or woven floral

and geometric designs, and geometric, naturalistic floral,

and naturalistic animal designs applied by hand (Plates

23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30).

Men's Dress (1960's-1971)

Head

The sweptback bonnet, with fur strips attached on the

front sides, was the visible form of head decoration in

this period (Plate 32).
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Upper Torso

The poncho style shirt, made from tanned hide, was

observed during this period. Lower edges of the shirt

were fringed (Plate 32).

A belt of medium width, made from leather and deco-

rated by hand with a geometric motif, was worn to draw the

shirt in around the waist (Plates 28, 32).

A vest decorated with naturalistic floral designs

was observed (Plate 31). Vests worn during this period

and Period VI (1975-1976) were worn over western style

shirts.

Lower Torso

No Indian style clothing was visible.

Legs

No Indian style clothing was visible.

Feet

Moccasins

observed (Plate 32).

Wrap

No Indian style clothing was visible.

Accessories

Jewelry worn by the men during this period included

necklaces, chokers, pendants, and a breastplate (Plates
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28, 31, 32) .

Motifs

Handworked geometric and naturalistic floral designs

were the only distinctive motifs visible (Plates 28, 31,

32) .



Plate 22. Karen Jim, Warm Springs Tribe, at The
Dalles, Oregon. Gladys Seufert, 1970



Plate 23. Indian Squaw, Wasco Tribe, at The
Dalles, Oregon. Gladys Seufert, 1960



Plate 24. Lucille Sam, Warm Springs Tribe, at
Tygh Valley, Oregon. Gladys Seufert,
1966



Plate 25. Karen Jim, Warm Springs Tribe, at The
Dalles, Oregon. Gladys Seufert, 1970



Plate 26. Flora'Thompson, wife of Celilo Indian
Chief, Tommy Thompson, Warm Springs
Tribe. Gladys Seufert, 1969
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Plate 27. Indian Squaw and Her Family, Warm
Springs Tribe,-at The Dalles, Oregon.
Gladys Seufert, 1960
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Plate 28. Nettie and Alby Showaway, Warm Springs
Indians, at the Maryhill Museum, The
Danes, Oregon. Gladys Seufert, early
1960's



Plate 29. May John, sister of Matilda Mitchell,
Warm Springs Indian, at Tygh Valley,
Oregon. Gladys Seufert, 1966



Plate 30. Elsie Tom, Warm Springs Indian, at
Celilo Park, Oregon. Gladys Seufert,
1967



Plate 31. Louis Mitchell, Warm Springs Indian, at
Celilo Falls, Oregon. Gladys Seufert,
1970
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Plate 32. Ed Edmo, Warm Springs Indian, at Celilo
Falls, Oregon. Gladys Seufert, 1971
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Period VI 1975-1976

Observations were made on location for this period by

the investigator. Four Indian festivals were attended

(the Huckleberry Festival-October, 1975; The Root Festival-

April, 1976; the Simnasho Festival-June, 1976; and the

Trade Fair-September, 1976). Observations were compiled

and contact with individual Indians was made at these

celebrations.

Thirty-nine observations were made; thirteen were of

men's outfits, and twenty-six were of women's clothing.

There were eighteen instances where clothing data were

collected through one-to-one discussions with those wearing

the costumes.

Western style clothing was not included in the data.

Women's Dress (1975-1976)

Head

Head scarves were worn by the majority of women as a

covering and/or decoration. They were made from a light-

weight, printed cloth. The print was floral or geometric.

The color in each scarf was usually coordinated with the

rest of the clothing worn. They were worn most frequently

during the Root Festival.

Fur strips, of fox, otter, or rabbit, were attached

to the lower half of the hair braids. (The hair was dark
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in color.) The strips usually measured approximately nine

inches in length.

Upper Torso

A brightly colored cloth wing dress was typically

worn. The most popular colors were green, red, yellow,

white, and black. It was printed with a geometric or

floral pattern across the entire surface of the cloth. The

dress had a zipper opening up the back and cape-like sleeve

extensions reaching to the elbow. The dress hung from the

shoulders to the midcalf.

A lightweight, long-sleeved underblouse was worn under

the wing dress, and was of a warm hue. Belts of wide and

medium widths were often worn around the waist over the

wing dress. They were either manufactured or handmade.

A tanned leather made up the belt strap which was often

decorated with geometric designs, either made by scraping

the leather surface or by painting. Design colors were

warm. Belt buckles were either made of metal, beaded

leather or turquoise and silver.

Lower Torso

No distinctive articles of clothing were visible.

Legs

Midcalf length leggings were worn by a large number of

women. They were handmade from tanned leather and
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decorated with beaded conventionalized floral and geometric

designs. Bead colors were warm. Fringe was used abun-

dantly as a decorative feature.

Feet

Moccasins and moccasin-legging combinations were

commonly worn. The moccasins extended only as high as the

ankles; the moccasin-legging combination usually reached

the midcalf. Beads, applied by hand, formed convention-

alized floral and geometric designs; colors included white,

yellow, blue, and red and the colors were usually of dull

intensity. Fringe accented the beading.

Wrap

Shawls and wool blankets were usually worn over the

shoulders for decoration and/or warmth. They were deco-

rated with printed or woven geometric or naturalistic

floral designs. Wrap colors were bright and included blue,

white, green, red, black, purple, and yellow. The edges

were usually fringed either with applied trim, or slashes

in the fabric edge.

Accessories

Jewelry worn included necklaces (made of shell, beads,

and bone), shell earrings, turquoise jewelry, chokers (made

up of shells, bone, feathers, and beads), pendants (made of

feathers, and beads), bracelets (made of leather and
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beads), and bead earrings.

Large rectangular purses, and belt style purses worn

on a waist belt, were visible. These bags were decorated

profusely with beads in the form of geometric and conven-

tionalized floral designs. Bead colors were predominantly

of low intensity. Colors included green, red, yellow,

white, blue, orange, purple, and black.

Motifs

Dominant motifs were printed floral designs, printed,

scraped or painted geometric designs, beaded convention-

alized floral and geometric designs, and woven geometric

and naturalistic floral designs.

Men's Dress (1975-1976)

Head

Fur strips, western hats with one or two feathers

stuck in the hat band, sweptback bonnets, and straight-up

bonnets were the dominant head decorations worn in Period

VI.

Upper Torso

A poncho style shirt made from hide or cloth was the

dominant form seen. It was decorated with shells, beads,

bone or horn, feathers, fringe, and quills. Design motifs

were predominately geometric. Colors used included black,

white, blue, and red. They were usually dull hues.
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A hide vest, decorated on the front and back panels,

was worn. Design motifs were geometric and naturalistic

animal patterns. The decorative elements (fringe, bead,

seed, and shell) were applied by hand. Colors (red, black,

blue, white, purple, and yellow) were dull.

Narrow and medium width leather belts were worn.

They were decorated with geometric motifs formed by scrap-

ing the surface, painting, beading, or applying rows of

animal teeth. Belt buckles were rather large and usually

made of turquoise and silver.

Lower Torso

Pants made of cloth or hide were observed, sometimes

fringed down the leg seams.

Legs

Both knee and midcalf length leggings were worn.

They were decorated with geometric motifs and fringe.

Feet

Ankle height moccasins were observed, decorated with

geometric motifs. Beads and fringe were used as decorative

elements. Dull, yet distinctive colors included white,

green, orange, blue, and red.

Wrap

The men were not observed wearing any form of wrap.
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Accessories

Pendants, chokers, bracelets, turquoise jewelry, and

breastplates were the kinds of jewelry worn.

Motifs

Decorative motifs include handworked geometric pat-

terns, and naturalistic animal patterns.
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Clothing Comparisons For The

Years 1805 - 1976 (Periods 1-VI)

The following is a comparison of the clothing recorded

worn by women and men during the six periods of time viewed

(Period I - 1805-1811, Period II - 1870's-1880's, Period

III 1900-1905, Period IV - 1930's- 1940's, Period V -

1960's-1971, and Period VI - 1975-1976). The data are

presented under three topics. Items that were worn

throughout each period are described as "constant"

elements; articles of clothing that were not worn in all

of the periods are described as "intermittent" elements;

and those items that were observed in only one period are

termed "unique" elements of dress.

Women (Periods I-VI)

There were more variations in the kinds of clothing

accessories worn than in basic clothing items used through-

out the six periods.

Constant Elements

Elements of dress that were recorded worn in every

period by the women were the wing dress, leggings, mocca-

sins, a wrap, earrings, and geometric design lines.

Hide was the material commonly used to make the

dresses, although printed fabrics became increasingly

frequent in the later periods. To the untrained eye, the
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wing dress of today may appear to be only a variation of

the common American-style dress; however the distinctive

sleeve is a clue to its historical evolution.

In every time period observed, leggings and moccasins

were made from tanned hide and were decorated with geo-

metric and/or floral motifs.

In all periods analyzed, some type of wrap was found;

however the form of the wrap varied. Three common

varieties of wraps have evolved throughout time. Hide was

the initial covering worn during cold weather. Hide was

followed in use by the wool trade blanket with bold geo-

metric lines. Today either the wool blanket or a lighter

weight fringed shawl is used primarily as a decorative

element in the festival costume of the Wasco or Warm

Springs woman.

Variations in earrings are numerous. The important

fact is that women have used them as an element of their

costume throughout all six periods.

Geometric design lines predominated as the basis for

motif on almost every clothing article and accessory.

Various materials and methods have been used to achieve the

geometric shapes but they were worked by hand, to some

extent, in every period.

Intermittent Elements

Several elements of dress appeared only sporadically
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throughout the six periods studied. They included the

basket hat, head scarf, fur strips, underblouse, over-

blouse, belt, skirt, moccasin-legging combination, a

variety of jewelry forms, handbag, and various design

motifs.

The basket hat, worn in Periods I (1805-1811), III

(1900-1905), and VI (1975-1976), was used most commonly by

the women in Period VI (1975-1976). It was observed most

frequently at the Root Festival when it was used as a

container for gathering roots and later was worn during

the Root ceremony.

According to the literature, feathered head decorations

were unusual on women but a number of examples were

observed in this study in Period III (1900-1905) and V

(1960's-1971).

The head scarf first appeared in Period IV (1930's-

1940's) and continued in use through Period VI (1975-1976).

It was wrapped around the head, tied, and the knot tucked

up under the wrapped section in the back. One scarf was

observed in Period IV (1930's-1940's) tied in the front

above the forehead in the southern Black tradition.

Strips of fur worn over the lower half of the braids

seemed to be a "modern" innovation, as the data show in

Period III (1900-1905).

Underblouses were worn throughout the last five
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periods (1870's-1880's, 1900-1905, 1930's-1940's, 1960's-

1971, 1975-1976), under the elbow length wing dress. It

was not determined whether these blouses were worn for

warmth, were simply an element of costume, or were both

or neither.

An overblouse or outer blouse was noted worn with a

skirt in Periods II (1870's-1880's), and IV (1930's-

1940's). It was observed made of either cloth or hide,

with elbow length sleeves, either puff or bell style.

Underneath the outer blouse, an additional underblouse was

visible.

The only period in which no data were gathered on the

use of a waist belt was Period IV (1930's-1940's). Belt

widths varied; the most common width was three to four

inches.

In Periods II (1870's-1880's) and IV (1930's-1940's)

women wore ankle length hide or cloth skirts that appeared

to be of an A-line style, fastened around the waist.

A moccasin-legging combined garment was commonly worn

in the last two periods (1960's-1971 and 1975-1976). They

usually extended up-to the midcalf and were bountifully

decorated with geometric and/or floral bead motifs.

A large rectangular shaped handbag came into use in

Period III (1900-1905) and has continued in use up to

today.

Jewelry of some sort was worn in every period. Pieces
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that were not noted in use in all six periods included

chokers, necklaces, bracelets, and rings. Chokers and

necklaces were observed in Periods II-VI (1870's-1880's,

1900-1905, 1930's-1940's, 1960's-1971, and 1975-1976).

A variety of bracelets was visible in Periods II (1870's-

1880's), III (1900-1905), V (1960's-1971) and VI (1975-

1976). Rings were observed in Periods III (1900-1905)

and IV (1930's-1940's). The jewelry was composed of an

assortment of materials including feathers, beads, bone,

teeth, and hide.

Four styles of design motifs were noted in use, con-

sistently or intermittently, during the six periods ob-

served. Sometimes they were used in combination with one

another; at times they were used individually. Geometric

motifs were noted in use throughout all six periods.

Naturalistic floral motifs were used almost as frequently

as geometric designs and were noted in all periods except

Period III (1900-1905). In Periods II (1870's-1880's),

IV (1930's-1940's), and V (1960's to 1971) women decorated

much of their clothing with conventionalized floral

motifs; in Periods III (1900-1905) and V (1960's-1971) a

predominance of naturalistic animal motifs was found.

Unique Elements

Items observed during only one of the six periods

were considered unique to that time period and included
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the tule mat cover and breechcloth (Period I - 1805-1811),

the fluffy feathered head bonnet (Period III - 1900-1905), the

front-tied head scarf (Period IV- 1930's-1940's), the single

hair feather, worn with and without a beaded headband, the

long-sleeved hide dress (Period V - 1960's-1971), and the

belt purse and turquoise jewelry (Period VI 1975-1976).

A swamp reed or tule mat cover, which slipped over

the head, was worn for protection from the cold between the

years 1805-1811.

The only time a breechcloth was viewed worn by a

woman was in the first period (1805-1811). The front and

back panels hung far enough down the leg to appear to be

a skirt variation.

The head scarf noted in Period IV (1930's-1940's) was

in common use in Period VI (1975-1976) but the manner in

which it was worn varied.

The only time a style of dress other than the wing

dress was observed was in Period V (1960's-1971). Its

uniqueness was in the slender sleeve style and the length

of sleeve which extended to the wrist.

A form of jewelry emerged in Period VI (1975-1976)

that attained widespread adoption. Southwestern Indian

jewelry made from a variety of turquoise and silver was

seen in the form of necklaces, chokers, rings, bracelets,

and belt buckles. Many of the pieces were large in size
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and very ornate.

Another unique item was a small (approximately five

by seven inch) purse, made from tanned hide, beaded with

geometric and conventionalized floral motifs, and worn on

the waist belt on the side or back. It was observed pre-

dominantly during the Huckleberry Festival (October,

1975) and the Root Festival (April, 1976).

Men (Periods I-VI)

Throughout the six periods there were more variations

in clothing accessories worn by men than in their basic

clothing items.

Constant Elements

Only one element of dress remained constant for every

period viewed--the geometric design motif. Almost every

decorated item had some form of geometric motif. Items

were often handworked with beads of varying size, or

quills, teeth, bone, or horn, and were applied to tanned

hide or cloth.

Intermittent Elements

More basic items than accessories appeared intermit-

tently. They included the poncho shirt, belt, breechcloth,

hide pants, leggings, moccasins, and wrap. Accessories

that appeared intermittently were the sweptback bonnet,
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straight-up bonnet, fur strips, and various forms of

jewelry.

The sweptback bonnet (Periods III - 1900-1905, IV -

1930's-1940's, V - 1960's-1971, and VI - 1975-1976) was

the most common form of head decoration. A less popular

head piece was the straight-up bonnet (Periods II -

1870's-1880's and VI - 1975-1976). Both varied in the

number of feathers used (eagle feathers were preferred)

but the sweptback bonnet could hold up to six times as many

feathers as the straight-up bonnet, according to one Indian

source on the reservation.

Along with the bonnet, or independent of it, men tied

fur strips to their braids for decoration (Periods II

1870's-1880's, III - 1900-1905, and VI - 1975-1976).

The poncho style shirt was noted in every period

except Period IV (1930's-1940's). It was made from hide

or cloth and slipped over the head as the early shirt form

did.

The vest was a relatively modern innovation which

came into use during Period V (1960's-1971) and continued

through Period VI (1975-1976). It served a more decorative

purpose than a utilitarian one, and was made from a small

amount of tanned hide decorated with beadwork.

Belts were in use in Periods I (1805-1811), IV

(1930's-1940's), V (1960's -1971) , and VI (1975-1976) . A

breechcloth was observed in Period II (1870's-1880's), so
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it is likely that a belt was also worn. Belts were usually

one-and-one-half to three inches in width.

The function of the breechcloth, which was worn in

Periods I - 1805-1811, II 1870's-1880's and IV - 1930's-

1940's has generally been taken over by pants. Hide pants

were worn in Periods II (1870's-1880's), and VI (1975-1976),

although in Period VI (1975-1976) the western style pant

was more generally worn.

The western style pant also seemed to affect the use

of leggings in Period VI (1975-1976). Leggings were

present but not to the extent found in Periods I (1805-

1811), II (1870's-1880's), and III (1900-1905).

Moccasins were an important element in men's dress in

every period except IV (1930's-1940's). In the last

period (1975-1976) western style cowboy boots were

frequently worn instead of moccasins.

After Period III (1900-1905) the wrap was apparently

discarded for another form of cover, as no blankets or

hide robes were.observed after that time.by the men.

An assortment of jewelry appeared at varying times.

Chokers, necklaces, and pendants were worn by men in

Period II (1870's-1880's). Neck ornaments were also worn

by men in Period III (1900-1905) along with bracelets.

Only necklaces were observed in Period IV (1930's-1940's).

Chokers, necklaces, pendants, and breastplates were viewed
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in Period V (1960's-1971). In the last period chokers,

pendants, bracelets, and breastplates were worn.

Handworked and/or woven motifs appeared on most of

the men's decorated garments. No printed motifs were

ever observed on any clothing items or accessories used

by men.

Unique Itens

Items that were unique to only one time period inclu-

ded skin caps and parfleches for carrying small items

(Period I - 1805-1811), geometrically decorated sashes

worn over the right shoulder (Period II - 1870's-

1880's), and western hats with one or more feathers stuck

in the band (Period VI - 1975-1976).

Floral motifs and naturalistic animal motifs were

used only in Periods V (1960's-1971) and VI (1975-1976),

respectively.

As with the women, turquoise and silver jewelry was

unique to Period VI (1975-1976). It took the form of

watchbands, belt buckles, chokers, and necklaces. Men

tended to wear larger stones than the women.
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Clothing Comparisons of Everyday
Western Plains Indian Dress and

Wasco and Warm Springs Festival Dress

A comparison was made of Western Plains Indian dress

worn during the middle of the 19th century (1830-1860) and

Wasco and Warm Springs Indian festival dress worn today

(1975-1976). These two seemingly unrelated time periods

are compared because it is believed that the clothing style

and decorative elements used in Wasco and Warm Springs

Indian festival dress today had their origins in the every-

day dress of the Western Plains Indians. Western Plains

costume had developed to its highest state between the

years 1830-1860 (Wissler, 1912, p. 238) and that time

period is referred to by historians and anthropologists

for descriptions of Western Plains dress. (Detailed

descriptions of everyday clothing of the Western Plains

Indians is given in Appendix C.)

Head

Women's Dress
Items Common to Both Groups

Fur strips, worn over the braids, were used by both

groups to decorate the head.

Upper Torso

The wing dress was worn by both groups, although

modifications in materials and design elements were made
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by the Plateau women. The Western Plains dress had more

ornamentation. The Plateau dress was simple in cut,

allowing the fabric to be the striking decorative element.

Both groups used belts to draw the dress in around the

waist. The belts were wide and were decorated with geo-

metric designs. Applied decorative elements varied some-

what.

Legs

Western Plains and Plateau women's leggings extended

up as high as the knee, although both groups commonly

wore midcalf-high leggings. The Plains leggings were

often supported by some form of garter, and were beaded up

the side seams. Plateau leggings were noted worn inde-

pendent of any type of support. Their leggings were

decorated with overall beading in geometric and floral

designs.

Feet

Both groups wore two varieties of footwear--the

separate moccasins and the moccasin-leggings combination.

Beaded floral designs and geometric motifs were used.

Wrap

The same style of over-the-shoulder wrap was worn,

although materials and decorative elements differed.
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Accessories

A large assortment of jewelry was worn by both groups

in the form of necklaces, chokers and pendants, bracelets,

and earrings. Some Western Plains groups used more jewelry

than others.

Both the Plateau and Western Plains Indians used the

large rectangular beaded purse. The same forms of geo-

metric designs were present. A small belt style purse,

made from tanned hide and decorated with geometric and

floral motifs, was noted in use by both groups. The Wasco

and Warm Springs were observed using them predominantly

at the Root Festival (April, 1976).

Motif

The geometric motif that predominated in the Western

Plains was only one of several design motifs used in the

Plateau.

Items Unique to the Wasco and
Warm Springs Indian Women

Head

Head scarves and basket hats were common forms of

head decorations worn by the Wasco and Warm Springs

Indians. Basket hats were made earlier by Indians closer

to the Pacific Coast and it is believed that those hats

diffused from the west.
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Upper Torso

Underblouses were not known to be worn by Western

Plains women but they are customarily worn under the wing

dress of the Plateau Indian women.

Lower Torso

No unique items of clothing were found for the lower

torso, legs, or feet.

Accessories

Turquoise and silver jewelry was worn in the form of

chokers, necklaces, bracelets, rings, and belt buckles.

Motifs

Although the clothing of the Wasco and Warm Springs

women had geometric motifs in common with the clothing of

the Western Plains women, the Plateau women also used

floral designs abundantly on their purses, moccasins,

leggings, wraps, dresses, and scarfs.

Head

Men's Dress
Items Common to Both Groups

Similar feather head dresses were worn by both groups.

Upper Torso

The fringed poncho shirt was commonly used by both

groups of men, although those worn in the Plateau today
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have long sleeves and tend to be more tailored.

The Western Plains men wore narrow belts or girdles,

primarily to support leggings or secure breechcloths. The

Plateau men wear a medium width belt to draw their shirts

in around the waist.

Lower Torso

No items of clothing, for the lower torso or legs,

were found common to both groups.

Feet

Moccasins, with geometric designs, were worn by

both groups.

Accessories

Jewelry was worn by both groups, although the Western

Plains men wore it more profusely and tended to wear more

than the Western Plains women. Plateau men did not wear

as much jewelry as the Plateau women.

Motifs

Although the Plateau men wore a variety of decorative

motifs including floral designs and naturalistic animal

motifs, the Westen Plains and Plateau groups did have geo-

metric motifs in common.
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Warm Springs Indian Men

Head
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Strips of fur were worn on the braids of some men

along with western style hats with a feather or two stuck

in the hat. Fur strips were often attached to the head-

dresses of the Western Plains Indians but there is no in-

formation that they were worn in the hair.

Upper Torso

The vest was an item frequently worn by the Plateau

men in Period VI. Most vests were of a light-colored

tanned hide and tended to be decorated with beading on the

side and back panels.

Lower Torso

Pants were seen worn by all the Wasco and Warm Springs

men observed.

Legs, Feet, and Wrap

No unique items of clothing were worn.

Accessories

Turquoise and silver jewelry was worn by the men in

the form of watchbands, belt buckles, chokers, necklaces,

and rings.
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Motifs

Naturalistic animal designs were observed on several

of the Plateau men's costumes. Common motifs were the

eagle and buffalo.
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Conclusions

There has been a change over time in the dress of

the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians. The process of dif-

fusion has played a major role in realizing this change.

At the time the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians were

first contacted by Euro-Americans (1805-1806) there was

an extensive seasonal trade system already well-estab-

lished among Indians to the east and west, and sea mer-

chants were multiplying trade items available on the

coast. Highly decorated hide clothing items, worn by

the Western Plains Indians, were already familiar to the

Plateau Indians (Krieger, 1931, p. 540).

Today the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians are no

longer dependent solely on the flow of trade items or

natural resources for their clothing materials and acces-

sories. There are items worn today that were worn by

their ancestors: moccasins, the wing dress, the basket

hat, the belt, and the poncho shirt. There are also "new"

items of Indian apparel, such as the brightly colored

floral head scarves, which have been made available

through modern manufacturing. The Plateau Indians have

adapted some of these new items to meet their needs.
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At the time the first Euro-American explorers made

contact with the Upper Columbia River Indians, hide was

the major source of clothing material; grasses were a

secondary source. Dress was noted by the early explor-

ers to be similar to the clothing worn by Western Plains

Indians. Similarities were largely in the materials used,

the decorative techniques applied to the costumes, and

the forms of motifs employed.

Just after the visit of Lewis and Clark to the Pla-

teau (1805-1806), the Indian way of life began a rapid

transformation. The Indian lands were opened up to the

construction of forts and white settlements. In 1855 the

Wasco and Warm Springs Indians were removed from their

Columbia River camp sites and placed on the Warm Springs

Indian Reservation. By the 1870's and 1880's the Wasco

and Warm Springs Indian clothing had also changed. Wo-

ven fabrics were widely accepted as a new form of clothing

material for both men and women. Dress for men included

cloth breechcloths, blankets, and shirts; women wore blan-

kets, blouses, skirts, and dresses of woven fabric. The

one item of clothing that was used widely by both the men

and women was the wool blanket decorated with geometric

designs. The blanket was worn as a covering in cold

weather and/or as an element of costume. Articles of

clothing "new" in Period II (1870's and 1880's) included
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the women's underblouse, the men's decorative sash

(which was observed only in Period II), and the wool

blanket.

Geometric motifs predominated in the dress of both

men and women until Period III (1900-1905) when natural-

istic animal motifs were used in abundance by the women

on clothing accessories. Geometric motifs predominated

in use on men's clothing items throughout all six periods.

The one item that was unique to Period III was the fluffy

feathered head bonnet worn by the women. No other items

were unique to Period III.

A unique combination of items was apparent in Period

IV (1930's-1940's). Both cloth and hide clothing was worn

by both men and women. The man of the period wore a

sweptback feather bonnet and a breechcloth. A heavily

beaded hide shirt was worn by a woman, along with an un-

decorated hide skirt. A distinct element of dress in Per-

iod IV was the variety of motifs used, particularly in wo-

men's clothing. A front-tied head scarf, worn over the

hair of a woman, was seen only in Period IV.

During Period V (1960's-1971) there began a revival

of Indian ceremonies and festivals on the Warm Springs Res-

ervation. This revival was concurrent with the construc-

tion of a tourist center on the reservation and an expan-

sion of the economic base. Both the men and the women
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wore feathers in their hair; breastplates were worn by the

men; head scarves, tied at the back of the head, were worn

by the women. The hide vest came into use by the men at

this time. The only period where floral motifs were ob-

served employed by the men was Period V (1960's-1971).

Color descriptions were available for Period VI

(1975-1976). A wide range of color combinations was used

by the women. Head scarves, brightly decorated shawls,

and floral printed wing dresses are outstandiAg examples

of clothing items that showed the varied use of color.

The men tended to wear a large amount of western clothing

(hats and pants) in shades of tan, off-white, and white.

Western style plaid shirts were often of darker colors.

The women displayed color all over their festival costumes;

the men appeared to reserve the use of color for their

shirts and accessories.

Men and women appeared to wear generous amounts of

jewelry throughout all six periods (between 1805 and 1976).

Feathers, beads, shells, and other elements from nature

were incorporated into decorative objects. One type of

jewelry unique to Period VI (1975-1976) was turquoise and

silver jewelry in the form of watchbands, belt buckles,

chokers, and necklaces.

There are apparent similarities between the historic

and present-day dress of the Wasco and Warm Springs Indi-
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ans; there are differences as well. Changes in contacts,

location, resources, occupation, and culture patterns have

all had an effect on the costume elements worn at any

particular time period.

There are similarities in the present-day festival

dress of the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians, and the dress

of the Western Plains Indians at the peak of their cultur-

al existence. The wing dress, geometric motifs, feathered

head bonnets, and the parfleche are all items of costume

that the Western Plains Indians and the Wasco and Warm

Springs Indians have in common. One could observe that

this is simply coincidental. However the way of life of

the Western Indian is stereotyped today as that of the

"traditional American Indian". Gunther (1970) suggests

that today the Plateau Indians have found it necessary

to dress in a standardized Indian form of costume in the

presence of whites (p. 91)0 Today clothing of great var-

iety is readily available and comparatively few items are

handmade, are worn out of necessity, or are eliminated

from the costume due to lack of supply. The choice as to

what to wear is open. The Wasco and Warm Springs Indians

have apparently chosen to adapt elements of Western Mafns

Indian clothing to meet their festival costume needs.

The findings in this study supplement earlier writ-

ings of French (1961), Gunther (1950), Kelly (1955), and

Pree (1970). These authors each contributed information
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on costume elements of the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians,

and the Plateau Indians, in general. However, the de-

tailed information in this study was previously unavail-

able in the literature. Specific information about the

dress of many of the smaller Pacific Northwest Indian

groups is sketchy. The information in this research can

benefit historians and anthropologists studying the area.

An understanding of the clothing a group wore can provide

leads as to what resources were available for food and

shelter along with detailed information about their cere-

monial activities. Through an understanding of the Indian

clothing and its origin, the historical picture of the

Wasco and Warm Springs Indians, as well as the entire

Plateau area, broadens.

Recommendations

Use of the Present Study

This research will expand information available on

clothing of the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians. Prior

to this study, there was no single source of information

that dealt solely, and in a detailed manner, with the

dress of the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians.

The Mid-Oregon Historical Society is presently work-

ing to establish a museum on the Warm Springs Indian Res-

ervation. Findings from this research may assist them
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in their categorization of historical clothing articles.

The procedure used to conduct this research could

serve as a model for other studies of this kind.

Improvements on the Current Study

Festivals could be attended over a longer period of

time so more Indian costumes could be observed and more

clothing information could be gathered. It would be help-

ful to examine a larger number of clothing items, and to

become acquainted with more residents on the reservation

so that firsthand information could be presented on hand-

worked techniques, sources of individual costumes, and

significance of clothing articles.

Suggestions for Further Research

A study of this nature is difficult to undertake be-

cause of the human element involved. Often racial groups

such as American Indians, who have been over-studied, un-

derestimated, and mistreated by white people, do not wel-

come more examination. The investigator must realize the

limits of such an investigation and work around those lim-

itations. It is beneficial to be familiar with the group

and the area in which that group lives. One might consid-

er studying those groups living close to their homes be-

cause of the established bond of proximity.
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In-depth research could follow this investigation. A

study and comparison of the Northwest Coast Indian cos-

tumes to the Wasco and Warm Springs Indian clothing might

answer questions about diffusion of traits from the west.

A comparison of the Northwest Coast, Plateau, and Plains

Indians clothing could be made to see if a pattern of

diffusion developed among the three areas, and if there

are any clothing items common to the three cultural areas.

More work might be done with the Mid-Oregon Historical

Society to categorize the Warm Springs Indian Reservation

clothing throughout its history and help establish a per-

manent museum on the reservation. Thought should be giv-

en to non-Indian clothing items that have been incorpor-

ated into the Indian costume and the reasons for using

them. Reasons for clothing changes (occupation, age, re-

sources) should also be considered.
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CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY

Purpose of the Study

The Wasco and Warm Springs Indians are members of the

Warm Springs Indian Reservation in North Central Oregon.

Little is known about the history and origins of the Indian

festival clothing they wear today. A comparison of contem-

porary festival dress with their early dress (1805-1811),

late 19th century and early 20th century dress, and tradi-

tional Western Plains Indian dress may broaden the knowledge

in this area.

This study was undertaken for the purpose of:

1. describing the early dress of the Wasco and
Warm Springs Indians as seen by the first white
explorers to travel through the Columbia River
Basin area.

2. investigating and categorizing the clothing
worn by the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians at
five different time periods between 1805 and
1971.

3. investigating and categorizing the festival
clothing worn today by the Wasco and Warm
Springs Indians on the Warm Springs Reserva-
tion.

4. comparing the types of clothing worn during
these different time periods.

5. comparing the present-day dress of the Wasco
and Warm Springs Indians to traditional Western
Plains Indians costume traits.
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Limitations of the Study

The conclusions of this study are confined to the

limited amount of information available on early explora-

tions through the Columbia River area, historic photographs

of the early Wasco and Warm Springs Indians, the number of

people interviewed and observed, and the large voids in

time for which information was not accessible.

Procedure

Data were collected from the literature, historic

photographs, personal interviews, and observations. A

schedule was prepared to chart the data as they were gath-

ered. Later the clothing items were tallied. Predominant

characteristics for each of the six periods were charted.

Clothing items that were worn consistently throughout all

six periods, were recurring, or were unique to an individual

period were noted. Comparisons were made between the West-

ern Plains and Plateau Indian costumes.

Findings

It was found that the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians

have carried over, and are still wearing, some clothing

items that were worn at the time of the first white contact.

These include the wing dress, leggings, moccasins, a wrap,

earrings, and the use of geometric motifs. Some variations
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in items have been adapted; the hide robe has been replaced

by a manufactured shawl. New items such as the hide or

cloth vest, the floral head scarf, and Southwest Indian

jewelry have been substituted or added to the costume. Sev-

eral items of clothing have originated from outside sources.

(The area the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians resided in was

once the center of huge yearly meetings and trade for

Indians from all directions.) The fanciful feathered head-

dress worn by Plains chiefs and warriors was just one of

the several items that was borrowed and adopted by the Wasco

and Warm Springs Indians. Other items include fur strips

worn on hair braids, the wing dress, 5 large rectangular

purses, and small belt bags. Today these items are commonly

seen worn by the men and/or women in Plateau festivals.

Conclusions

Today a typical Plateau festival costume includes

floral and geometric motifs, hide and cloth clothing, bead-

ing, turquoise jewelry, and varied combinations of color.

There has been a change over time in the dress of the Was-

5 The wing dress was worn during every period studied.
According to Spier and Sapir (1930) it was an item that
had diffused westward before Lewis and Clark arrived in
1805-1806 (III, p. 206).
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co and Warm Springs Indians. The process of diffusion

has played a major role in realizing this change. The

hide robe, sash, front-tied head scarf, and breechcloth

have all appeared and disappeared. The basket hat,

wing dress, poncho shirt, moccasins, and belt have all

been worn consistently throughout history. In the past

hide foundations and geometric motifs predominated.

The clothing they wear today is an ingenious collection

of borrowed items, adapted for their own use as Indians.

Today color and jewelry accessories tend to take prece-

dence over other clothing items in the Wasco and Warm

Springs festival costumes. The women wear brightly

printed floral wing dresses and head scarves along with

coordinating shawls. The men wear hide vests decorated

with applied motifs, a large amount of jewelry, and moc-

casins, along with western style hats, pants, and shirts.

The adoption and/or diffusion of clothing items

has been going on for over two hundred years. Western

Plains Indian traits were diffusing west prior to the

arrival of Lewis and Clark to the Plateau area in 1805-

1806. Today the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians wear

several items of dress that were worn by the Western

Plains Indians at the peak of their cultural existence

(1830-1860). A major reason for Wasco and Warm

Springs Indian conformity to Western Plains Indian dress



133

is the neccessity to dress in a standardized Indian form

of costume in the presence of whites. The Western

Plains Indian is stereotyped today as the "traditional

American Indian". Other reasons for change in the dress

of the .Masco and Warm Springs include changes in fashion,

supply sources, decorative techniques, methods of con-

struction, location, occupation, and financial status.

Suggestions for Further Research

This study could serve as a basis for further inves-

tigation of the clothing worn today and historically by

all the members of the Warm Springs Indian Reservation.

Children on the reservation today are being encouraged

to participate in traditional Indian ceremonies and dress

up in feather and hide costumes, as their parents have

done in the past. A study of the kinds of costumes these

children are wearing, their origins, and significance in

each ceremony could be of value to those interested in

present-day Indian lifestyles. A historical study of

children's dress might also be included as a comparison

of clothing, present and past. Findings from a compara-

tive study of early and modern children's clothing might

aid in the expansion of knowledge at the Mid-Oregon His-

torical Museum.

Additional clothing research could be conducted on
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the topic of non-ceremonial, reservation clothing. Much

of the clothing worn today is manufactured apparel. Rea-

sons for non-Indian clothing purchases and the acceptance

by reservation Indians of non-Indian forms of dress might

aid, and help educate retail clothing merchants in towns

near the reservation. Current dress trends on the Warm

Springs Reservation could also be documented.

This study only begins to broaden the knowledge about

the clothing worn by the Warm Springs Reservation Indians.

Further research in this area could help explain the role

clothing has played in the lives of these Indians through-

out their history.
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APPS' DIX A

Territory of the Early
Warm Springs Sahaptin Indians
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Territory of the Early
Warm Springs Sahaptin Indians

Adopted from: Murdock, George Peter, Notes on the Tenino
-Molala and Paiute of Oregon. American Anthropologist, 1938,
XL, p. 396.
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Trade in 1805
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Routes and Centers of Intertribal
Trade in 1805
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APPENDIX C

Everyday Clothing of the Western
Plains Indians

1830 - 1860
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Everyday Clothing of the Western
Plains Indians

1830-1860

The following is an outline of Western Plains Indian

clothing. Where the term "Plains Indians" is used, it is

inclusive of "Western Plains Indians".

Information on color was not sufficient to allow exten-

sive discussion of it.

Western Plains Tribes included:

Sarsi Assiniboin Gros Ventre Blood

Head

Plains-Cree Arapaho Blackfoot Crow

Piegan Cheyenne (Wissler, 1917, p. 207)

Women (1830-1860)

The Western Plains Indian women were customarily not

allowed to wear any kind of feather decoration in their hair

so they sought other sources of decoration (Krieger, 1928,

p. 629). Vermillion, a bright-red pigment composed of a

mercuric sulfide compound, was used to paint the women's

hair parts down the center of their heads. A simple leather

head band was also used. It was worn over the forehead and

around the circumference of the head. It held hanging hair

in place. Strips of otter were tied and worn on the braids

of some women (Wissler, 1912, p. 49, 50).
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Upper Torso

The wing dress was a common article of dress for the wo-

men of the Western Plains. Wildschut described the dress as

"That dress composed of two large animal skins
(one forming the front and the other forming the
back of the garment) with the tail projection
hanging below the neck as an ornament and a cape-
like insert over the shoulders and extending to
about the wearer's elbows, [laving] no true
sleeves" (Wildschut, 1959, p. 14).

The dress was usually made from tanned elk or antelope skins

that were fastened over the shoulders (Krieger, 1928, p.

629). The dress skins usually held the lines of the ori-

ginal pelt, the tail tuft forming the central feature of the

dress. The bottom edge of the dress reached the midcalf,

ankles, or ground, and was usually scored in some fashion

as were the sleeves. Women of individual tribes displayed

distinctive cut edges on their dresses (Krieger, 1928, p.

629; Wissler, 1916, p. 67, 99, 101) (Appendix D).

The everyday dress of the women was generally left un-

decorated, but when decorative detail was applied it in-

cluded fringing all the free edges, quill embroidery, bead-

work and/or the most prized decorative possession, the lower

incisors of the elk (Krieger, 1928, p. 629; Wildschut, 1959,

p. 15-16) (Appendix E).

Belts were worn to draw in the waist of the wing dress.

They were usually wide--three to four inches in width--and

heavily decorated with quills or seed beads in geometric

patterns (Lyford, 1940, p. 13; Wildschut, 1959, p. 17).
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Lower Torso

Some of the Western Plains women were reported wearing

a hide skirt that extended to the midcalf or ankles. The

bottom edge was scalloped, fringed, or left plain (Krieger,

1928, p. 651, 652).

Less

Most leggings worn by the women were short, extending

from the ankle to the knees and supported by garters

(Krieger, 1928, p. 655; Wissler, 1912, p. 44). Between

1830-1860, the leggings were beaded up the seams "...extend-

ing up the outside of the center of the leg" (Wildschut,

1959, p. 16).

Feet

One-piece and two-piece moccasin styles were made and

worn by the Western Plains Indians, although the two-piece

moccasin was the most widely used according to Wissler

(1912) (Appendix F). A moccasin-legging combination was

also manufactured by these people but its use was limited

(p. 44).

Beaded designs followed quill embroidered moccasin

motifs. The upper side of most moccasins was the area that

was decorated. Symmetrical geometric designs predominated.

The Crow and Blackfoot, during the period, 1830-1860, placed

"round beadwork" over the vamp in the form of a rosette, but

"... the growth in popularity of floral designs on moccasins
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was not until ...the laze years cf the nineteenth century

and the early years of the present century ....Photographs

of members of Crow delegations to Washington in 1873 and in

1880 show no moccasins bearing floral designs. Yet all

three of the Crow chiefs who visited Washington in 1913 wore

floral-beaded moccasins" (Wildschut, 1959, p. 22-23).

Wrap

The hide from the bison was the most widely used wrap

or robe for the women. The hair was left on so that it

could be used for warmth in cold weather. Robes were com-

monly decorated with paint and/or beads in geometric strips

and designs. Wissler (1912) stated that there was no dif-

ference in size or decorations between the men's and women's

robes (p. 41) but the Assiniboin "...had a definite belief

that women's robes should not have painted designs on them"

(Larocque, 1910, p. 68). Besides the use of paint and

beads, other tribes used feathers and teeth to decorate

their robes (Krieger, 1928, p. 654) (Appendix G).

A short cape was worn by Blackfoot women along with a

skirt. It was made from the skin of the antelope, elk, or

deer and usually was not decorated (Carver, 1838, p. 123).

Accessories

In most of the Western Plains tribes the women wore

some form of jewelry, but it was the Blackfoot who boasted

"gaudy ornaments of dress" (Chittenden, 1936, p. 841).
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Decoration common to all the groups included various

beads, rings, thimbles, and bells strung from the neck,

ears, and arms, fillets of sweet scented grass worn around

the neck, claws strung for pendants, and teeth pierced,

strung together and made into bracelets.

A large rectangular beaded bag or a smaller belt bag

was carried by many women. The motifs were predominately

geometric until the later half of the nineteenth century

when floral patterns began emerging (Wissler, 1912, p. 53).

Motifs

Although Western Plains women rarely produced two

pieces of beadwork which were identical in every detail,

they showed a marked tendency to employ a limited number of

geometric motifs within each tribe. These motifs were com-

mitted to material with the aid of bead embroidery, the most

important medium of expression during that time (1830-1860).

Of all the geometric forms, the triangle was the most wide

spread. One of the tribes to bring the triangular style to

its fullest development was the Arapaho (Kroeber, 1902,

XVIII, p. 6). Sawtooth bands, bars and oblongs, and sets

of concentric oblongs were also used.

Head

Men (1830-1860)

Skin animal caps were not worn except by the Northern
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Plains groups for warmth. Others simply pulled their buf-

falo robe over their head (Krieger, 1928, p. 655).

Only those who were participating in ceremonies wore

head dresses, which usually consisted of feathers, horn,

fur, hair, quills, or beads (Wildschut, 1959, p. 10).

Upper Torso

The poncho style shirt is the shirt most clearly iden-

tified with the Western Plains. It was not until later in

the nineteenth century that these Indians began wearing the

coat style (Wissler, 1915, p. 51). These short garments of

heavy skin (buffalo or elk) had no true sleeves and a hole

for the head had to be cut in the center of the garment.

It had no specific shape; that depended on the hide from

which it was made (Wildschut, 1959, p. 6) (Appendix H).

Only in the northern sections of the Western Plains,

where tailoring of the upper portion of the shirt developed

early, was much decorative detail applied to the everyday

man's shirt. Typical decoration included beaded stripes

across the shoulder and down the sleeve. Legs of the skins

were left dangling at the bottom and sides. It was not

until later that the sleeve seams were sewn up (Wildschut,

1959, p. 6-7).

Vests were not incorporated into the Plains attire

until after 1875 (Wildschut, 1959, p. 11).

Belts were used to support the leggings and the breech-
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cloth and to hang pouches and sheaths from. They were

made from narrow strips of skin and usually left undecorated

(Wissler, 1916, p. 101).

Lower Torso

The breechcloth was never omitted in the costume of the

men. It was originally made from soft tanned skin, but

later was made from cloth. It ranged in length from four

to six feet and was about one foot wide. The breechcloth

was drawn between the legs and passed under the belt, both

behind and in front. The ends hung down from the belt like

narrow aprons (Wissler, 1912, p. 41).

Legs

Leggings were of soft, tarred elk, antelope, or deer

skin. They were thigh length and looked like a pair of

pants without a seat. Instead of being belted, they were

tied to the waist belt by strips of leather, usually in

four places. Decoration consisted of fringed edges, paint

or strips of skin to which beads were sewn to form geometric

designs (Wissler, 1912, p. 44).

Feet

The moccasins worn by the men were like those that the

women wore, except that the men did not combine the mocca-

sins and leggings into one garment. Not all moccasins were

decorated, but those that were displayed beaded symmetrical

designs across the center of the vamp. Motifs maintained a
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geometric appearance except for an occasional rosette in the

center of the design (Wissler, 1917, p. 85).

Wrap

The principal wrap of the men was a robe made from a

whole buffalo skin. It was dressed with the hair left on

and decorated on the flesh side with paint and/or beads.

Motifs were generally geometric, although some robes were

used as a record sheet of past hunting or war deed (Wis-

sler, 1917, p. 120-121). The robe was worn in any manner

that suited the convenience of the wearer but customarily

the tail of the hide hung on the right side. For easier

handling in the preparation stages of the robe the women

often cut the robe in half, lengthwise. Thus when it was

completed it was sewn back up the middle and the seamline

was covered with a strip of beaded cloth (Jablow, 1951, p.

13).

Accessories

The men wore as much, if not more jewelry than the

women. They wore strings of beads, teeth, claws, trinkets,

bone, horn, and feathers around the neck, arms, and on the

ears (Glover, 1962, p. 254, 255).

Hides from small animals were made into small belt

pouches, hand pouches and parfleches or flat purses. These

were decorated with geometrically painted or beaded designs.

Feathers, fringe and teeth accented the motif. The smaller
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bags were made of soft hides; the larger bags were made of

tough rawhide (Krieger, 1928, p. 654; Wildschut, 1959, p.

30).

Motifs

The designs applied on men's clothing at this time

(1830-1860) were almost exclusively geometric.
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APPENDIX D

Distribution of the Plains Type
of Woman's Dress
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Distribution of the Plains Type
of Woman's Dress

Wissler, Clark. North American Indians of the Plains.
American Museum.of Natural History, Handbook Series
No. 1. New York, 1912, 52.
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APPENDIX E

Woman's Dress of Elkskin



Woman's Dress of Elkskin

Wissler, Clark.
American Museum
No. 1. New York,

North American Indians of the Plains.
of Natural History, Handbook Series
1912, 48.
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APPENDIX F

One and Two-Piece Moccasin
Styles
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One and Two-Piece Moccasin Styles

. -Fig. 10. One-piece Moccasin Pattern. That part of the pattern
marked a forms the upper side of the moccasin; b,. the sole; e, the
tongue; f, the trailer. The leather is folded lengthwise, along the
dotted line, the points c and d are brought together and the edges sewed
along to the point g, which makes a seam the whole length of the foot
and around the toes. The vertical heel seam is formed by sewing
c and d now joined to h, f projecting. The strips c and d are each, half
the width of that marked h, consequently the side seam at the heel is
half way between the top of the moccasin and the sole, but reaches the
level at the toes. As the sides of this moccasin are not high enough for
the wearer's comfort, an extension or ankle flap is sewed on, varying
from two to six inches in width, cut long enough to overlap in front and
held in place by means of the usual draw string or lacing around the
ankle.

Fig. 11. Two-piece Moccasin Pattern. This type prevails in the
Plains. The soles are of stiff rawhide. They conform generally to the
outlines of the foot. The uppers are cut as shown in the pattern,
though sometimes the tongt2s is separate. An ankle flap is added.

Wissler, Clark. North American Indians of the Plains.
American Museum of Natural History, Handbook Series.
No. 1. New York, 1912, 42-43.
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Painted Designs on a Woman's Robe
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Painted Designs on a Woman's Robe

(
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Fin. 43. Painted Designs on a Woman's Robe. Dakota.

Wissler, Clark. North American Indians of the Plains.
American Museum of Natural History, Handbook Series.
No. 1. New York, 1912, 124.
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Shirt Patterns for Men
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Shirt Patterns for Men

a h

d

Fig. 7 (1-2721, 50.1-301, 50.1-1186. 1-2712, 50.1-37, 50.1-653). Shirt Patterns for Men:
a Nez Perch; b Dakota; c Dakota; d Nez Perctl; e f Crow.

Wissler, Clark. Costumes of the Plains Indians. Anthropo-
9ical Papers of the American Museum of Natural History.
5, XVII, 54-55.
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Shirt Patterns for Men (continued)

Fig. 3 (30-1277, 50-7363, 50.1-304, 50.1-751, 50.1-77.70, 30.1-7212). Siolzt Pat!"..r.tts,
continued: g Gros Ventre. 4 Dakota; i Drdrota; i .ircgaito; k 0:ibtray: (2-itcycarie?.
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APPENDIX I
6

Dress Items for the Wasco
and Warm Springs Indians

for Periods 1-VI

6 The following pages were not numbered to avoid con-
fusion between chart tallies and page numbers.



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI

The following tabulation is a compilation of the data gathered for Periods I (1805-

1811), II (1870's- 1880's), III (1900-1905), IV (1930's- 1940's), V (1960's-1971), and VI

(1975-1976). The data were gathered from the literature (Bancroft, 1884, Hodge, 1910,

Hosmer, 1902, and others), historic photographs (Periods II - V), and observations and

interviews made on the Warm Springs Indian Reservation during 1975 and 1976. Costume

items were counted individually and decorations such as a beaded yoke or a necklace of

shells were counted as one item. Total numbers of elements described in the literature,

or observed, are listed below.

Item

HEAD DECORATION

Dark fuzzy feathers
tucked in band

Basket hat

Head scarf with
floral and/or geo-
metric designs

One feather in the
hair

Period I

1

Dress Seen Only on Women

Period II Period III
N= N.10

2

1

Period IV Period V
N. N.

Period VI
N. 8

2

8

2 20

2 5



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I -

Period I Period II Period III Period IV
Item N =5 N.10 N =5

VI (Women-continued)

Period V Period VI
N =7 N =38

DRESS
DRESS FORM
Wing dress 1 1 7 1 3 27

Long-sleeved dress 2

Other Indian dress 1 1

DRESS LENGTH

Midcalf 2 3 1 26

Ankle 1 4 2 2 6

MATERIAL USED

Cloth 1 2 6 2 4
'19

Hide 2 2 3 3

LOCATION OF DESIGN

Upper Torso 2

Sleeve and upper
torso 2

Upper and lower
torso 1

Sleeve, upper torso,
and lower torso 1 2 6 3 29

PATTERN OF DESIGN

Geometric 5 3 11



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Period I - VI

Period I Period II Period III Period IV
Item N= N=10 N=

(Women-continued)

Period V Period VI
N. N. 8

Conventionalized
floral 1 1 1

Floral 1 1 19

Geometric and con-
ventionalized
floral 1

METHOD OF APPLY-
ING DECORATION

Modification of
surface by hand 1 2 2

Printed 1 1 27

COMPOSITION OF
DECORATION

Beads 1 2

Quills 1 1

Feathers 1

Shell 1 3

Bone or Horn 1

Fur 1

Teeth 2

Metal jingles 1 1

Fringe 1 2 3 2



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Women-continued)

Period I Period II Period III Period IV Period V Period VI
tem N =5 N.10 N =5 N =7 N =38

COLORS

Natural color 3 5

White 1 1 13

Black 1 1 13

Gray 4

Red 1 1 15

Orange 1 1 4

Yellow 14

Green 19

Blue 7

Purple 7

Silver 4

Gold 2

INTENSITY OF COLOR

Bright 1 24

Dull 6

LONG-SLEEVED BLOUSE

Indian-style blouse 1 1

Underblouse 1 2 8 1 2 16



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Women-continued)

Period I Period II Period III Period IV Period V Period VI
Item N=5 N=10 N=5 N=7 N=38

MATERIAL USED

Cloth 1 2 8 2 28

Hide

SKIRT-LENGTH

Midcalf

Ankle 1

LENGTH IN COMPARI-
SON TO FOOTWEAR

Covers top of leg-
wear

MATERIAL USED

Cloth

Hide

COLOR-HUE

Warm

1

2

1

1

1

1



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (continued)

Dress Seen Only on Men

Period I Period II Period III Period IV Period V Period VI

Item N=10 N=2 N=1 N=3 N=14

HEAD COVERING

Sweptback bonnet 1 1 1 1 3

Straight-up bonnet 1 1 2

Western hat with
feathers

Fur cap 1

Straight-up bonnet
with hair

SASH-PATTERN OF
DESIGN

Geometric

BREECHCLOTH
MATERIAL USED

Cloth

Hide

DESIGN PRESENT

1

2

1

1

5



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs

Dress Seen

Indians for Periods I - VI (continued)

on Men and Women

tem

Period I
Men Women

Period II
Men Women
N.10 N.

Period III
Men Women
N=2 N.10

Period IV
Men Women
N =1 N.

Period V
Men Women
N. N.

Period VI
Men Women
N =1 N =38

HEAD DECORATION
2 5One feather

Two feathers 1

Multiple feath-
ers worn on
both sides 2

Beaded band
with one feath-
er 1 1 1

Fur strips 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 4 12

Braided wrap-
pings 1 1 3

SHIRT

Coat 1

Poncho 1 1 1 1 5

MATERIAL USED

Cloth 1 2

Hide 1 6 2 1 1 3



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Item

Period I
Men Women

Period II
Men Women
N=10 N=

Period III
Men Women
N=2 N=10

Period IV
Men Women
N=1 N=

Period V
Men Women
N= N=

Period VI
Men Women
N=1 N= 8

LOCATION OF
DESIGN

Upper torso 1

Sleeve and up-
per torso 1 5 1 1 4

PATTERN OF
DESIGN

Geometric 5 1 1 5

METHOD OF AP-
PLYING DECORA-
TION

Applied by hand 1 5 1 1

Modification of
the surface by
hand 1

Woven 3

COMPOSITION OF
DECORATION

Beads 1 4

Quills 1 3

Feathers 1 1 3



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Item

Period I
Men Women

Period II
Men Women
N=10 N=5

Period III Period IV
Men Women Men Women
N=2 N=10 N=1 N=5

Period V
Men Women
N=3 N=7

Period VI
Men Women
N=14 N=38

Shell 1 2 13

Bone or horn 1 3

Teeth 2

Metal jingles 1

Fringe 1 4 1 1 3

COLOR

Natural color 1 1 1 4

White 10

Black 12

Red

Orange 1

Yellow 1

Green 3

Blue 4

INTENSITY OF
COLOR

Dull 4

TULE MAT COVER

Tule mat cover 1 1



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Period I Period II Period III Period IV Period V Period VI
Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women

Item N.10 N=5 N =2 N.10 N=1 N =a5 N =3 N=7 N =14 N =38

VEST- MATER-
IATUSED
Cloth 1

Hide 1 8 1

LOCATION OF
DESIGN

Front panels 3

Back 3

Edges 1

Front and
back panels

PATTERN OF
DESIGN

Geometric 4

Convention-
alized ani-
mal 1

Naturalistic 3
animal

1Floral



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Period I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Period I Period II Period III Period IV Period V
Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women

Item N=10 N=5 N=2 N=10 N=1 N=5 N=3 N=7

Period VI
Men Women
N=14 N=38

METHOD OF AP-
PLYING DECORA-
TION

By hand 9

COMPOSITION OF
DECORATION

Beads 7

Quills 1

Shells 2

Bone or horn 1

Seeds 2

Teeth 1

Metal jingles 1

Fringe 9

LOCATION OF
FRINGE

Applied on edge
or cut into
edge 9 1

Incorporated in-
to design 2 1



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Period I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Item

Period I Period II Period III Period IV Period V Period VI
Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women

N=10 N=5 N=2 N=10 N=1 N=5 N =3 N=7 N=14 N=38

COLOR

Natural color 9 1

White 3

Black 3

Red 5 1

Orange 2 1

Yellow 2

Blue 3 1

Purple 2

INTENSITY OF
COLOR

Bright 3 1

Dull 6

PANTS-MATERIAL

Cloth 1 2

Hide 2 1

COMPOSITION OF
DECORATION

Quills 1



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Period I - VI
tinued)

Period I Period II Period III Period IV
Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women

Item N.10 N. N.2 N.10 N =1 N.

(Men and Women-con-

Period V Period VI
Men Women Men Women
N= N. N =1 N. 8

Fringe 2 1 1 2

Bone or horn 1

Fur

WRAP-STYLE

Shawl 1 1 23

Wool blanket 5 3 1 8 3 3 7

Hide robe 1

HOW IT WAS WORN

Over shoulders 2 3 2 22

Wrapped around
waist and thigh 2 1 1 1

Lying in lap 2 1 3

Draped the full
body length 1 1 2 1 2 1 1

Draped over arm 1 2 2

In background 1 2 2

MATERIAL USED

Wool 5 3 1 7 2 2 8

Hide 1 1 1



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Period I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Period I
Men Women

Period II
Men Women

Period III
Men Women

Period IV
Men Women

Period V
Men Women

Period VI
Men Women

Item N=10 N=5 N=2 N=10 N=1 N=5 N=3 N=7 N=14 N=38

PATTERN OP
DESIGN

Geometric 6 3 1 6 3 2 10

Conventionalized
floral 1 2

Naturalistic
animal 3

Naturalistic
floral 1 12

Geometric and
conventional-
ized floral 1

METHOD OP AP-
PLYING DESIGN

By hand 1 1 1 1

Modification
of surface by
hand 1 3 1 4 2 1

Printed on 1 31

Woven in 5 3 1 6 4 1 15



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Period I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Item

Period I
Men Women

Period II
Men Women
N.10 N =5

Period III
Men Women
N =2 N.10

Period IV
Men Women
N =1 N=5

Period V
Men Women

N=7

Period VI
Men Women
N =14 N =38

COMPOSITION OF
DECORATION

Beads 1 1

Quills 1

Feathers 1

Shells 2

Bone or horn 1

Fur 1

Fringe 1 1 3 1 5 1 2 18

LOCATION OF
FRINGE

Applied on edge
or cut into
edge 1 5 1 4 1 2 29

COLORS

Natural color 1

White 15

Black 11

Gray 5

Red 1 12

Orange 1 3



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Item

Period I
Men Women

Period
Men Women
N.10

II

N=5

Period III
Men Women
N=2 N.10

Period IV
Men Women
N=1 N=5

Period V
Men Women
N=3 N =7

Period VI
Men Women
N.14, N.38

Yellow 11

Green 14

Blue 16

Purple 11

Silver 7

Gold 3

INTENSITY OF
COLOR

Bright 1 24

Dull 5

Bi1P -WIDTH

Narrow 1 1 1 1 10 1

Medium width 1 1 1 4 12

Wide 1 1 2 15

MATERIAL USED

Uneven hide
strips 1 1 2

Leather strap 1 1 3 1 1 1 26



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Item

Period I Period II
Men Women Men Women

N=10 N=5

Period III
Men Women
N=2 N=10

Period IV
Men Women
N=1 N =5

Period V
Men Women
N=3 N=7

Period VI
Men Women
N=14 N=38

PATTERN OF DE-
SIGN

Geometric 1 2 1 1 9 17

Conventional-
ized animal 3

Conventional-
ized floral 2

Naturalistic
floral 1

Conventional-
ized animal
and floral 1

COMPOSITION OF
DECORATION

Beads 2 3 15

Quills 1

Teeth 1

Metal jingles 2

Scraped surface 6 6

Paint 4 6

Fringe 1 2



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Item

Period I
Men Women

Period II
Men Women
N=10 N =5

Period III Period IV
Men Women Men Women
N=2 N=10 N=1 N=5

Period V
Men Women
N=3 N=7

Period VI
Men Women
N=14 N=38

COLOR-HUE

Cool

Neutral

1 3

2

Warm 1 22

BUCKLE-TYPE

Turquoise and
silver 10 11

Other 1 1 4 15

LEGGINGS-LENGTH

Knee high 1

Midcalf 1 22

Between knee and
calf 1 5

PATTERN OF DESIGN

Geometric 4 1 1 2 7



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Item

Period I
Men Women

Period II Period III Period IV
Men Women Men Women Men Women
N.10 N =5 N =2 N.10 N =1 N =5

Period V
Men Women
N =3 N.7

Period VI
Men Women
N =14 N =38

Conventional-
ized animal

Conventional-

3

ized floral 1 17

Naturalistic
floral 1 2

COMPOSITION OF
DECORATION

Beads 1 2 1 38

Quills 1 2

Feathers 1

Bone or horn 1 1 5

Fur 1 1

Teeth 1

Metal jingles 1

Scraped surface 1

Fringe 1 1 2 16

COLOR HUE

Cool 6

Neutral 1 3



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Item

Period I
Men Women

Period II
Men Woman
N.10 N =5

Period III
Men Women
N=2 N.10

Period IV
Men Women
N =1 N =5

Period V
Men Women
N=3 N=7

Period VI
Men Women
N =14 N =38

Warm 1 1 1 21

MOCCASIN-STYLE

Moccasin only 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 26

Moccasin-leg-
ging combina-
tion 1 1 7

LENGTH

Midcalf 1 6

Ankle 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 26

PATTERN OF
DESIGN

Geometric 1 2 1 1 8 9

Conventional-
ized floral 9

Naturalistic
floral 1 2

COMPOSITION OF
DECORATION

Beads 1 7 18

Quills 2



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Item

Period I Period II
Men Women Men Women

N.10 N=5

Period III Period IV
Men Women Men Women
N =2 N.10 N=1 N=.5

Period V
Men Women
N =3 N =7

Period VI
Men Women
N.14 N =38

Shells 1

Bone or horn 1 2

Seeds 1

Teeth 1

Fringe 5 14

COLORS

Natural color 1 1 8 31

White 1 1 11

Black 1 3

Red 1 2 7

Orange 3 5

Yellow 1 10

Green 3 5

Blue 1 1 2 8

Purple 1 4

Gold 3 1

INTENSITY OF
COLOR

Bright 1 1 1 10



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Item

Period I
Men Women

Period II
Men Women
N.10 N.

Period III
Men Women
N =2 N=10

Period IV
Men Women
N =1 N.

Period V
Men Women
N.' N.

Period VI
Men Women
N.1 N. 8

Dull 1 6 22

PURSE-STYLE

Small handbag 1

Belt-style 1 1 1 12

Large rectan-
gular style 1 5 5 3 15

PATTERN OF
DESIGN

Geometric 2 3 2 2 13

Conventional-
ized animal 2 2

Conventional-
ized floral 1 6

Naturalistic
animal 1 1 1 3

Geometric and
conventional-
ized floral 1 1

Naturalistic
floral 2



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Item

Period I Period II
Men Women Men Women

N=10 N=5

Period III Period IV Period V
Men Women Men Women Men Women
N=2 N=10 N=1 N=5 N=3 N=7

Period VI
Men Women
N=14 N=38

COMPOSITION OF
DECORATION

Beads 1 25

Quills 3

Bone or horn 1

Metal jingles 1

Fringe 1

COLORS

Natural color 1 2 27

White 1 16

Black 1 3 8

Gray 5

Red 1 17

Orange 9

Yellow 1 17

Green 17

Blue 1 12

Purple 1 9

Silver 4

Gold 4



Dress Items for the Wasco and Warm Springs Indians for Periods I - VI (Men and Women-con-
tinued)

Item

Period I
Men Women

Period II
Men Women
N=10

Period III
Men Women
N=2 N=10

Period IV
Men Women
N=1 N=

Period V
Men Women
N=3 N=7

Period VI
Men Women
N=14 N=38

INTENSITY OF
COLOR

Bright 1 1

Dull 12

JEWELRY

Pendants 1 1 3 3 2 1 1 10 17

Chokers 1 3 4 1 6 4 1 2 5 21

Necklaces 1 2 2 5 1 1 2 3 25

Breastplates 1 2

Bracelets 3 1 1 13

Armlets 1

Feather earrings 7

Shell earrings 1 2 5 2 2 1 3 22

Turquoise
122,10.-.1.7

12 21


