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Dancing with Fishes, Birds and Other Wild Critters
Native American Education
by Hiram Li

Dr. Charles Warren often stressed in
his lectures the importance in
recognizing that science is a social
and cultural activity. This is
especially true of values associated
with management of natural
resources in our multicultural
society. Our department is develop-
ing a plan to expose all our students
to different value systems regarding
stewardship of resources and
landscapes. We hope to develop a
course that will become part of the
University's core curriculum,
conveying to a greater proportion of
the student body the importance of
conserving wildlands and wildlife.

Another way is to make the student
body more diverse. The Department
has a special relationship with many
of the Indian tribes in Oregon
because we cherish wild things in
wild places. We have extended
educational opportunities to Ameri-
can Indians ranging from high

Summer interns flanking Hiram Li (left) and Eric Leltzinger (right).

school freshmen to graduate
students. The Oregon Cooperative
Fishery Research Unit has been
extremely active in various pro-
grams.

We have had American Indian high
school students intern during the
summer since 1981. These interns
are given "short courses" to under-
stand the function of research in
fisheries and wildlife and each take
on a small project. The end result is
that they learn to develop scientific
graphs, organize data in tables and
write a short report. So far, the
American Indian youngsters I have
met from the reservations do not

have to be taught to be observant;
they have sharp eyes and curious
minds.

Dr. Judy Li is a post-doctoral
researcher with Stan Gregory, and
during the past two years led the
Oregon Museum of Science and
Industry's "Stream Team". This
team was comprised of outstanding
high school students selected to
participate in the Young Scholar's
Program sponsored by the National
Science Foundation. Our goal was
to have a cross-section of students
representing different ethnic and
cultural groups participating in
research work with resource
scientists. We hoped that one social
benefit would be the recognition that
we all share in the benefits and
responsibilities of good stewardship.
Student projects were presented as a
seminar before the graduate stu-
dents, the faculty, the Deans and the
Vice Presidents of Oregon State
University. Students from the Turtle
Mountain Band of Chippewas, the
Yakima Nation, and the Confeder-
ated Tribes of Warm Springs were
enrolled in the program. Three
student papers were delivered at
Annual Meetings of the Oregon
Chapter of the American Fisheries
Society, and Judy acknowledged the
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help and contribution of these
students in her presentation at the
annual meeting of the North
American Benthological Society this
past May in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

The Department has developed
connections with Dr. Jeffrey Gonor
of the School of Oceanography, and
through a National Science Founda-
tion Grant under his auspices, we are
mentoring two undergraduates; May
Spears, supervised by Dr. Hiram Li,
studies stream ecology and Deborah
Kary, supervised by Dr. Douglas
Markle, studies the ecology of
endangered species. We also help
supervise Tom Downey, a member
of the Confederated Tribes of the
Siletz, who is constructing an oral
history with older members of his
tribe of the lamprey fisheries and
their decline. The purpose is
twofold: preserve cultural traditions,
and obtain clues concerning the
disappearance of lampreys from the
system. The purpose of the program
is to involve Native American
undergraduates in "Marine Science".
This is being loosely interpreted as
"if it is wet, it is marine science".
Another program is the EDGE
Program. It is designed to encour-
age talented undergraduate students
from underprivileged, minority
backgrounds to become interested in
graduate education by interning with
a suitable mentor.

News of new students, present
students, and the alumni is as
follows. The Department welcomed
Craig Wilder a freshman, who was
awarded the Henry Mastin Memo-
rial Scholarship for scholastic
achievement. May Spears is another
freshman and participates in the
Native Americans in Marine
Sciences program. Toby Martin, a
Minaminee and junior in computer
science, is a computer wizard who
helps Dr. Bruce Mate monitor radio-
tagged marine mammals. Noah

Adams is a graduate student with the
Oregon Cooperative Fisheries
Research Unit and is working on the
comparison of standard electro-
phoretic techniques with mitochon-
drial DNA analysis on chinook
salmon stocks in Alaska. He is
working with Drs. Carl Burgner, an
alumnus from OSU employed by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Hiram Li, and Carl Schreck. Keith
Hatch (Confederated Tribes of the
Siletz) received his M.S. degree for
his outstanding work in interpreting
stock differences among 38 popula-
tions of Oregon coastal steelhead
trout. In brief, he found distinctive
north-south gradients in genetic
structure from populations inhabit-
ing watersheds larger than 250 km2.
He suspects that populations in
smaller watersheds may be more
subject to genetic bottlenecks and
genetic drift because of greater
susceptibility to physical distur-
bances resulting in sudden reduc-
tions in population size. Keith
works as a biologist for the Colum-
bia River Intertribal Fish Commis-
sion. Angela Sondenna (Confeder-
ated Tribes of the Siletz) and Eric
Quempts (Yakima Nation) gradu-
ated with bachelor degrees in
Wildlife. Both were excellent
students and are now working for
the U.S. Forest Service. Both intend
to apply to graduate school in the
future. Angela and Eric both
contributed time as academic tutors
for other American Indian students,
were very active in the campus
chapter of the American Indian
Science and Engineering Society
(AISES), and helped with Oregon
State University's SMILE program,
a science and mathematics program
aimed at intermediate school
youngsters from American Indian
and Hispanic communities.

More is on the horizon. Drs. Judy
Li, Courtney Smith, and Stan
Gregory are working to develop a
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course on multicultural perceptions
and values of natural resources; the
point of which is, if resource
managers are to manage people
through education, we need to
understand multicultural points of
view. Dr. Hiram Li and Judith
Vergun, a Ph.D. student in Range-
land Resources, are submitting a
plan to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service on developing education
programs on American Indian
Reservations following the success-
ful model developed by Ms. Vergun
at Warm Springs. We are also
happy to announce that Oregon State
University has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding with the
Confederated Tribes of Warm
Springs to participate in the techni-
cal education of tribal members.
The Confederated Tribes of the
Siletz are likewise working with Dr.
Richard Tubb on resource manage-
ment issues. Lastly, a center for
American Indian Education is being
established on campus. Funding for
the first few years will be contrib-
uted by various Oregon tribal
groups.

Many things are happening very
quickly. It is a lesson that a few
people engaged in a good mission
can accomplish a great deal. The
journey began with a single step and
now is travelling forward in great
strides.

Conferences
on Salmonid Conservation

The Department's Committee on
Conservation Biology has organized
two conferences on conservation of
salmonids in the Pacific Northwest.
The Department is uniquely quali-
fied to host these conferences
because of its extensive involvement
in research, conservation, and
management of salmonids. The first
conference, entitled "Genetics and
Conservation Biology of Threatened

(continued on page 8)



Message from the Chairman

During the holiday season we join
with family and friends to reunite
and strengthen the bonds that bind
us together. As we gather to talk
over our past experiences, or write
cards or letters, we remember
individuals that contributed much to
our lives as well as our careers.
Some may have served as models
for us, and in other cases we may
have been proud to have been on a
team, a project, a working group or
in a graduating class with them.
Professors tend to remember classes
as well as students, and since this is
my section of News and Views I
want to recall how many of us have
benefitted from one group of
graduating classes.

Over the past half century, and a bit
more, none of our graduates have
faced more severe challenges than
the classes of the late 30's and the
40's. The recent death of Frank
Groves, the first graduate of our
department, was a sharp reminder of
the contributions of these pioneer
classes. Their accomplishments,
work ethic, and professional manner
established fisheries and wildlife as
a highly respected profession. The
accomplishments of these graduates
have been noted in numerous
journals and books, but the chal-
lenges they faced in confronting
established interests were monumen-
tal. The challenge was always to
save the ecosystems and the many
species of fish and wildlife that were
not on any list of game, even if the
support for wildlife efforts still
comes primarily from sportpersons.
It is difficult for today's student to
recognize that there was a time of
unregulated and almost unlimited
logging, road building, dam con-
struction, industrial and municipal
pollution, grazing, and importation
of exotic species. The degradation

of habitat continues but our gradu-
ates, and those of other universities,
were responsible for slowing the de-
struction and blunting the most
severe excesses of reckless develop-
ment.

Many of these graduates returned
from World War II as our nation's
heros, but found themselves fighting
a rear guard action until they docu-
mented the rapid changes that were
altering our renewable natural
resources. They alerted a complacent
public to the probable loss of our
nation's great treasures. Some, like
Tom Scott, alerted Rachel Carlson to
the dangers of pesticides and she
wrote "Silent Spring". These early
graduates fought and lost many
battles, but the documentation and
the discussions that followed finally
alerted the nation. Technology was
taking us to the moon at about the
same time that the public learned that
there were limits to our population
growth, as well as the application of
technology to resolve every problem.
Federal and state laws set limits and
established meaningful penalties for
pollution to our air, land and water
along with many other forms of
habitat destruction.

In the late 1960's it seemed that
everyone suddenly became an
environmentalist or an ecologist even
though many didn't understand the
meaning of the term. Everyone
wanted to be on the team, as the
Earth Day demonstrations gathered
steam. I recall one book salesman
telling me that he could be even more
supportive of the ecological move-
ment if he could only find out where
the money was in this new fad. Our
graduates never asked where the
money was and there never has been
much of it. They started with only
Aldo Leopold's book "Game Man-

agement" as their guide and a
handful of professors such as R.E.
Dimick, and poured their dedica-
tion and devotion into a growing
professional expertise. As gradu-
ates they entered a career that much
of the public saw as glorified
hunting and fishing and turned it
into a highly respected profession.
They accepted jobs at salaries that
were barely above the poverty
level, but educated the public and
politicians on the dangers to our
ecosystems, and increasingly
showed that short term job benefits
can lead to long term disasters.
Unfortunately that job will never
end, but the work of the succeeding
generations of fish and wildlife
scientists and managers has been
made easier because of our pio-
neers. In every survey the public
continues to tell their representa-
tives, industry and all who will
listen that they want and need well
educated, highly trained, profes-
sional fish and wildlife managers
doing the best job possible.

Blazing a trail, our early graduates
set our sights on a star that will
guide us past the end of the trail.
As we celebrate the holidays, let us
remember that we play on the team
established by these pioneers.
They have left us a rich heritage of
natural resources as well as a
profession where work and life
values come together.

Let this be our holiday toast to all
of you:

May each of you enjoy a happy,
productive life in a profession and
country that has been made better
by our fish and wildlife pioneers.

-Richard Tubb
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FROM THE MAILBAG
by Lee Kuhn

Regrettably, because we go to press
only twice a year, some of the items
in MAILBAG are a bit dated or even
outdated because many of your
letters come in shortly after the last
issue is mailed out. Nevertheless,
I'm sure most of you enjoy hearing
what your former classmates and
fellow travelers have been up to,
so..keep those cards and letters
coming!! Especially you recent
grads.

d d d
Dick Twenge ('50) writes, "I often
think of old friend and teacher Jay
Long. Our last outing was January
1, 1954, a drift fishing trip on the
Alsea for steelhead. It was impos-
sible to get an "A" in one of Jay's
classes with the likes of Warren
('49), Wick ('50), and McAllister
('50) on the scene and always well
prepared. Best wishes to Jay and
Jean who served the best bushy-
tailed woodrat stew I have ever
eaten...once! Jay always said
anything could be eaten if prepared
properly and not over cooked. After
leaving Tommy Prothro's OSU
football staff in 1960 I joined
Business Men's Insurance, retiring
as Oregon manager in 1983. Now I
play golf, cards, paint, fish...all
poorly and not necessarily in that
order. My best wishes to all old
friends."

d d d
It's good to know that Dave Kowitz
('59) will do his mole hunting with
legal, properly licensed hunting
companions this year, even though
as Dave says, "I'm currently a
voting member of the state's
Telecommunications Network
Project Team and do not have the
skill or the resources to participate
in an organized mole hunt." Dave,

who now lives in Rickreal, bought
licenses for his three beagles:
Bucky, Barney, and Bobby so
maybe they can 'party hunt' and he
can play the dog.

Lots of names beginning to show up
on retirement lists, including such
notables as Joe Wetherbee ('52), Jim
Griggs ('59), Bill Hosford ('58),
Rollie Rousseau ('58), Bill Haight
('59), Rick Werner ('59), Frank
Newton ('67), Gerry Davis (MS '60,
PhD '63), Maury Taylor ('50), and
probably many more I've missed.
Bill Wick ('50) actually pulled the
plug last December with a first class
bash at the Corvallis Elks Club.
Now Bill and I share a small office
in Nash Hall where I'm patiently
trying to teach him to relax (loaf),
enjoy life, and live longer. From the
volume of his mail and phone calls
asking him to 'join this group', or
`chair that committee' or 'speak at
our next meeting' I see I'll need to
spend more time teaching him to
just say 'NO'.

d d
Thanks again to those who keep
sending me their old 'retired' books
and journals. Ed Dealy ('55, MS
'59), recently retired from USFS,
Juneau, AK and now living in
Corvallis dumped several boxes at
my door, as did Dick Pedersen ('61,
MS '63, PhD '86), Mel Cummings
('42), John Myers ('48) and others.
I hope I've not overlooked any
recent donors as we do appreciate
your gifts and try to find a useful
place for these books, journals, etc.
you no longer Peed. Some go to our
F/W Department library, some to the
OSU main library, some to the
Marine Science Center library and a
year ago some were even sent to the
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Baker City high school to replace or
supplement things they lost in a fire.
Also, in 1990 about 5 tons of
assorted books and journals were
boxed and hauled to Portland by Dr.
Howard Horton for shipment to the
Catholic University of Valparaiso,
Chile where they were needed and
gratefully received. Money from
any books we sell is added to the
R.E. Dimick Memorial Fund where
the earnings now provide an annual
$500 scholarship for a Fisheries or
Wildlife student. In 1991 the award
was made to Charley Wheeler,
Dayville, OR. This fund continues
to grow so any of you looking for a
`favorite charity' can send your gift
directly to the OSU Foundation
marked for the R.E. Dimick Memo-
rial Fund. You will receive a receipt
from the foundation for your tax
deductible gift.

d d
An interesting letter from S. Eric
Hagstrom ('81) reporting what the
ex-wildlifer is now doing. "...after
two summers as a biologist with the
US and Canadian wildlife agencies
banding ducks in Canada, doing
spring and summers as a biologist
for Multnomah County Outdoor
School and being unemployed the
rest of the time, I chose to complete
a second degree, graduating in '84
with a BS in Electronics Engineer-
ing at OIT. I searched for a job that
would marry my wildlife biology
with the world of integrated
circuits...worked two years at a
cardiac pacemaker company in
Portland then moved to Seattle for a
job as design engineer for a medical
equipment manufacturer. I am
presently a Project Director charged
with the duties of designing medical
electronics of all kinds. Although
not working directly in the wildlife
field, I do use the knowledge and
experience acquired at OSU through
countless hours of field study and
photography around the Pacific NW.

(continued page 5)



Mailbag (continued from page 4)

I've even purchased 5 acres of land
comprised of mixed conifers,
deciduous trees and a small riparian
area. Though not working as a
biologist, I still consider myself one
and look back on my years at OSU
with mostly fond memories."

d d d
Austin Hamer (MS '42 /UO '62)
and wife Ina are back in the north-
west after several years in Arkansas.
Austin says, "...we've settled into
our new life style (retirement
apartment complex at 3710 Provi-
dence Pt. Dr. SE, Issaquah, WA)
pretty well. Not having any
maintenance work to do and no
cooking except for an occasional
breakfast makes for easy living. The
Seattle/Bellevue area has a lot more
to offer in the way of cultural
activities than the little town of
Danville, Arkansas. I was particu-
larly interested in your mention of
Roger Vorderstrasse ('53, MS '55),
Donavan Leckenby ('62), and Ron
Walker ('57) as they all worked for
me as 'summer interns' in the
Wildlife Conservation Education
program of the game commission.
Lots of others were interviewed on
campus (with Mrs. Bond's helpful
scheduling) and then hired for the
summer camp program. I can't
recall all of them but names such as
Rollie Rousseau, Warren Aney, Ron
Rohweder, Cal Giesler, Milt
Guymon, Ron Shay and Mike
Golden come to mind." Hey,
Austin... Have you noticed how
many of your 'student interns' have
retired or are now on the list?

d d d
Thanks to a donation from Dr. C.
Dale Becker (MS '55) our F/W
Department library now has a copy
of his recent book titled "Aquatic
Bioenvironmental Studies: The
Hanford Experience 1944-1984".
As I told Dale, due to the $102.50

price tag, I doubt that we can
authorize it for classroom use but it
is now on display and available for
student use in the department
library. Maybe if you wrote to Dale
he could get you a special discount.

d d d
Chuck Selden ('54) is a real 'mover
and shaker.' At least he's a mover!
On a recent visit to Florence on the
Oregon coast I checked into his fine
gift/book shop in Old Town only to
learn that Chuck was home and busy
moving to a new residence in
Florence. Same thing last June
when I stopped by, which makes at
least 3 moves in the few years since
he came up from California.
Anyway, should you be in the
Florence area any time soon, be sure
to stop by OLD TOWN BOOKS &
COUNTRY GIFTS at 1340 Bay
Street and check out some really
fabulous books and gifts available at
very reasonable prices. Who knows,
you may get lucky and find Chuck
in the shop that day.

d d d
Jim Graybill ('64, MS '68), Instruc-
tor of Fisheries at Mt. Hood Com-
munity College, was the lucky
winner of the $1,500 door prize at
the 1991 Western Regional Aquac-
ulture Expo in Reno, Nevada.
Required to spend the prize with one
or more of the 1991 exhibitors, Jim
elected to purchase a large number
of books and various pieces of
equipment and supplies from Argent
Chemical Company. Both Jim and
the aquaculture program at Mt.
Hood will benefit. With the Mt.
Hood program for the past 19 years,
Jim now teaches about 15 courses
with the help of one part-time
teaching assistant. First year
students number about 30 with
nearly half finishing the 2-year
program. A few go on to 4-year
colleges but most go to work in
aquaculture or fisheries with private
industry or public agencies. Jim
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says about 60% of his graduates stay
in Oregon.

d d d
A great letter from Ira 'Dave'
Luman ('48) reviewing some of his
busy life since retiring from BLM in
1982. Dave says, "I've been
working on the 'Public Lands
Restoration Task Force', Isaak
Walton League. Our main push is
for the correction of overgrazing by
livestock on BLM and USFS lands.
The past few years we've been
involved in riparian enhancement
projects on public lands. Last
September saw over 500 volunteers:
scouts, school kids, conservation
organizations, BLM, USFS, ODFW,
and others on a weekend on Bridge
Creek near Mitchell. Work included
shrub & grass plantings, streambank
stabilization, juniper cutting,
removal of old fences, new fence
construction, water developments,
channel stabilization, and cleanup of
former ranchlands now owned by
BLM. Monty Montgomery (50') has
been real busy as our chairman since
he retired from ODFW. Last fall my
son Dave and I got to hunt elk out of
Glen Ward's cabin in the 'Blues'
south of Heppner. Ward ('51),
Clyde Smith ('49), Mel Cummings
('42) & son David, Larry Bright
('64), and Warren Aney ('58) made
it a real old home week." I'll bet
there was more 'bull shooting' in the
cabin than in the woods that day!
As Dave also reminded me, ...it was
a long time ago when he and Glen
used to make that huge kettle of hot
and delicious elk chili ready to eat
when my starving big game field
trip gang pulled into the Ukiah
Ranger Station after that long, long
first day trip from Corvallis. Both
of these guys were super at leading
our students up to Bridge Creek
Flats at daylight the following day to
search out those elusive Rocky
Mountain elk. Then invariably
having to go back, look for and find

(continued page 6)
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the 'lost ones' who have failed to
find the cars for the return trip to the
ranger station. Thanks for the
memories, guys!

II

Always glad to hear from Len
Mathisen ('39) from Bend and
especially since his last letter
included a generous contribution to
"...help keep the News & Views in
production." Thanks Len!

Chris Thompson ('81) sends an
update on his activities from the
City University of New York where
he is working on a PhD in Biology
at the university and the Museum of
Natural History. As he says, it's
taken 10 years but from the sound of
his activities and travels he has been
busy. A trip to New Zealand to
attend the International Ornithologi-
cal Congress and present a paper, 3
week's travel in New Zealand where
he managed to see many strange
creatures including royal alba-
trosses, little blue and yellow-
browed penguins, rifle birds, sperm
whales, and many storm petrels and
shearwaters. Then on to Australia
for 3 weeks and as he says, "...ex-
pect to get wet when you go to the
rain forest in the rainy season; there
were nights when 6" of rain fell! I

spent most of my time inland and
managed to fmd padymelons, white-
tailed rats, rat-kangaroos, grey
kangaroos (the big reds are further
west), platypus, and several kinds of
possums. As far as birds, the
biggest thrill was when I was
camping on an island National Park.
Hearing a strange noise, I stuck my
head of of the tent and came face to
face with a cassowary! Unfortu-
nately, as I dove for my camera, it
dove for the bush. Also saw
bowerbirds, lorikeets, honeyeaters,
fairy-wrens and many more. I
heartily endorse Australia and New
Zealand for vacations."

Dan Guthrie, a former staff member
and one time News/Views Editor
learned the hard way that owning
two homes 180 miles apart and
being in the wrong one at the wrong
time can cause problems. During
the extreme cold in December he
was in Corvallis when he should
have been in Grants Pass. Tempera-
tures dropped to -4 degrees and
Dan's water pump conked out, froze
up, and burst. With no water
circulating in the pipes they also
froze and burst. Dan can now
qualify as an apprentice plumber
first class after spending more than a
week replacing broken pipes,
faucets, and repairing water damage
to his home. He reports that he
learned two important things from
this sad experience. "...the hot water
pipes always freeze first and the last
really cold spell in Grants Pass was
in 1935." All his broken pipes were
wrapped in old newspapers of that
vintage. Our sympathy to Dan and
Sue.

II

Robert Small ('81) checked in to
catch us up to date on his activities
since leaving OSU. He reports, "I
completed my PhD at the University
of Wisconsin, Department of
Wildlife Ecology in July, 1990. I
studied the vulnerability of snow-
shoe and arctic hares to predation by
red fox under the direction of Dr.
Lloyd Keith...then spent the remain-
ing months of 1990 at the University
of Uppsala, Sweden through an
exchange program with the Swedish
Institute. Also visited Norway and
Scotland to discuss research ideas
and interests with ecologists in both
countries. I accepted a temporary
Assistant Professor position at the
Department of Forestry and Natural
Resources, Purdue University and
will be teaching vertebrate popula-
tion dynamics and co-teaching a
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course in global environmental
issues spring semester 1991. By
June I'll be heading back west to
find a job and settle down a bit."

A sad note from Larry Salley ('58)
concerning the death of yet another
great guy from that class of 1950.
Roy Anderson ('50), Assistant
Director, Tennessee Wildlife
Resources Agency (retired) passed
away as the result of a heart attack
on April 25, 1991. Roy went to
work in Tennessee shortly after
graduation...planting quail all over
the state. Promoted to Assistant
Chief, then Chief of Game Manage-
ment in 1955 and to Assistant
Director in 1974, where he served to
retirement in 1985. Larry worked
for Tennessee and Roy for several
years prior to joining the FWS
Endangered Species Program. His
present job is in the Pittman-
Robertson Program where he
handles the PR Program for land
acquisition and development for the
Pacific Region (WA, OR, CA, ID,
NV). Since returning to Oregon in
1978, Larry has kept in close touch
with OSU as a member of the Dad's
Club. Last year he served as its
president.

Chris Nelson (MS '55) sent us a
great article he'd written titled "The
Naturalist/Hunter...An endangered
species?" but unfortunately a bit too
long to reprint in this issue. If
interested perhaps Chris could send
you a copy. He says, "...I took a
temporary job in the Nature Center,
Sacramento, CA while waiting for
new budget year F/W jobs to open
up...fell in love with the concept for
a career and went on to become
Chief of Parks and Interpretation at
the East Bay Regional Park District,
Oakland, CA". After 25 years with
the park district in his 'temporary
job' Chris retired in 1987 and

(continued page 8)



by Robin Sether

Jan Schmidt is the office manager
for the Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife, as well as Dr. Tubb's
management assistant. Her duties
include supervision of all office
staff, payroll responsibilities for
faculty, students and staff, and
assists with all of the department
head's duties. On weekends and
evenings she is a certified police
officer for the Albany Police
Department. She spends her spare
time reading, gardening, and
walking. She is the mother of a son,
26 and a daughter, 15.

Meet Your Office Staff

Charlotte Vickers serves as the
advising assistant. She keeps all
departmental academic records and
provides assistance to students
seeking employment. Charlotte is a
Master Gardener for Benton County,
so she especially enjoys gardening
(she has the most beautiful violets in
her office), as well as caring for her
animals on her small farm, reading,
traveling and spending time with her
husband, Dan and her two sons,
Mark and Steve.

Opal Grossnicklaus is our purchas-
ing and accounts payable clerk. She
is responsible for ordering all office
supplies, equipment, processing
invoices, assigning requisition
numbers and distribution of ordered
equipment and supplies. She stays
very busy keeping track of several
dozen departmental account
numbers. She enjoys camping,
gardening, traveling, spending time
with her seven (yes, seven!!)
children and two grandchildren and
is anxiously waiting for the third!
She is also our departmental plant
expert and has been known to bring
our dead houseplants back to life.
We all enjoy the lovely bouquets she
brings in from her gardens at home.

Chris Sinnett is our departmental
accountant. He is responsible for
monitoring most of the departmental

accounts (if he can find his glasses).
He is also our "token" male in the
office and is kept very busy install-
ing, repairing, maintaining all our
office computers, being the com-
puter network manager, and essen-
tially does everything we ask of him
(and more!!!) and always with a
smile! In his spare (??) time he
enjoys camping, fishing, stained
glass projects, and keeping up with
his two very active young boys,
James and Zachary and helping his
wife, Thelia with her Discovery
Toys business out of their home.

Robin Sether is the secretary to our
Extension Wildlife Specialist, Dan
Edge. She stays very busy keeping
track of Dr. Edge (she recently put a
radio-collar on him) and is keeping
him on task! She especially enjoys
handling the 'gopher' , 'bats in the
basement', and 'what do I do with
this possum' phone calls. In
addition to her part-time extension
duties, she also handles departmen-
tal travel arrangements and reim-
bursements and is in charge of
departmental publications requests.
She and her husband, Rand, have
four children ages 3, 9, 14, and 15
years (that's considered to be a
"flock" these days!) and stay very
busy raising purebred Hampshire
sheep for 4-H project lambs and
freezer lambs. Robin is deeply
involved with 4-H, as are her
children, and is a 4-H club leader for
40 children!! In her spare time she
enjoys reading (her goal is one book
every 5 years), working in her
flower beds, camping, walking (less
expensive thar. therapy), and
gardening by flashlight at 2:00 a.m.

LaVon Mauer is the secretary for
the Gamebird Research program.
She has taught many of us WordPer-
fect (a couple of us several times
over!) and responds with a smile
(and the answer) if you holler "what
button do you push for...". In her
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spare time she enjoys traveling and
spending time with her family.

Kelly Schmidt-Wildman (she just
recently married Randy Wildman) is
the administrative assistant for the
Oak Creek Research Laboratory.
She is responsible for all accounting
and budgetary reports (monthly and
annually), proposals, grants, keeping
track of all personnel time and
attendance, and travel arrangements
and reimbursements for three
professors and their research
assistants and graduate students. In
her spare time she enjoys spending
time with her husband, Randy,
biking, hiking, traveling, softball
(she was on three teams this spring),
and volleyball.

Melani Bonnichsen is the secretary
for the Oregon Cooperative Fishery
and Wildlife Research Unit involv-
ing U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
support research. She is responsible
for travel arrangements and reim-
bursements, proposals and grants,
for Cooperative Unit personnel. In
her spare time she enjoys traveling,
gardening, and spending time with
her five children (all boys!) and
husband.

Alumnus Elected President
of TWS

Dr. Alan Wentz (MS '71) has been
elected President of the Wildlife
Society; his one-year term begins in
March 1992. He is currently serving
as President-elect, and will serve
one year as Past President. Dr.
Wentz works for Ducks Unlimited
as Director of National and Interna-
tional Relations. He has also served
as Assistant Secretary of the Kansas
Department of Wildlife and Parks,
and has worked for the National
Wildlife Federation and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (South
Dakota Cooperative Wildlife
Research Unit).



Mailbag (continued from page 6)

moved to Friday Harbor, WA and a
new home on Pear Point Road.
Friday Harbor seems to attract a lot
of these retired Oregon staters.

d g d
Jay and Jean Long have sold their
winter home in Yuma, AZ and are
once more full-time residents at 755
NE Circle, Sp #23, Corvallis, OR
97330. Jay says the hassle of
moving back and forth each six
months got to be too much.

d d d
We struck some familiar chords with
Ed Schaefers ('43) in some of the
past News/Views articles. Ed
especially liked the Home Creek
article (Dec '86) as he had visited
the area back in the summer of '47
and caught some of those pan-sized
rainbows. "At that time the ranch
house was vacant and the creek
banks undisturbed by cattle. Home
Creek was the headquarters for
Governor Snell's hunting party each
fall prior to his untimely death." I
still think Ed missed a great experi-
ence and a great Saturday night
dance when he didn't go on to the
state line at Denio, NV with a
couple of local cowboys he met
there. At that time one end of the
dance floor was in (dry) Oregon
while the other end in Nevada
served 'old overshoe' by the
drink...legally. Probably still does.
Ed also enjoyed the Fur Farm article
(June '88) since as a student in Doc
Griffith's fur farming class he
helped grind fish frames, mix in
meal and tomato juice and slap a
pancake-size gob of this goop on
each mink's cage. He recalled
"...one miserable character we
dubbed 'big boy' who started
screeching before we even entered
the pen. He never realized his sore
nose was not a good trade for a sore
human finger because the glove
finger he so eagerly grabbed through
the wire each time was always

empty." And Dennis Lassuy's
account of his troubles and travels as
an intern in Washington, D.0 (July
'89) brought a smile though Ed says,
"I have never regretted the 14 years
I spent there during my 30 year
career with BCF-NMFS. One great
personal accomplishment was
lowering my golf handicap from 18
to 6." Even the article on the
Northern Spotted Owl (Dec '90) got
a response, "...what has always been
a mystery to me since 1940...why
the only color plate in Birds of
Oregon by Gabrielson & Jewett is
that bird." I checked...he's right!

Ed 's last two years with NMFS
included coordinating the federal
and state (OSU) efforts that resulted
in two new labs in the MSC,
Newport. Detailed there in 1979 to
get the cooperative research pro-
gram underway and expecting to
spend at least a full year, he was
called back to Seattle, after only four
months. He now lives in Bellevue,
WA where he claims in spite of his
address label, Big Edd's Smokery
"...I don't operate a smokery
commercially but the amount of
salmon I process on a 'hailers basis'
for some Alaskan fishermen would
be enough for a good start."

d d d
Word was received in September
that Stanley G. Jewett Jr. ('39) of
West Linn, a retired Columbia Basin
fisheries scientist and one of the
nation's leading experts on
"stoneflies" had passed away in a
Portland care center. Stan was the
chief biologist for the fish passage-
way facilities in the Columbia River
Basin, for the National Marine
Fisheries Service, for about 26 years
until his retirement in 1972. After
retiring he established a plant
nursery specializing in varieties
native to the Northwest. He retained
his association with that operation
for nearly 15 years.
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d d d
Frank W. Groves ('36, MS '40), the
first graduate of the fledgling
Department of Fish and Game
Management, died November 7,
1991 at a nursing home near The
Danes, OR. He was 78. As he often
told Professor Dimick, "I want to
manage the largest wildlife refuge in
the United States." Frank did just
that when he became Manager of the
Desert Game Range of over two
million acres in southern Nevada.
Later, he became Director of the
Nevada Fish and Game Department,
a position he held for 26 years
probably the longest uninterrupted
tenure of any fish and game depart-
ment director. After retiring Frank
bought a small ranch near The
Dallas, Oregon and lived there until
his death.

Conferences on Salmonids
(continued from page 2)

Salmonids in the Pacific Northwest"
was held at the LaSells Stewart
Center, 28-29 May. The conference
was jointly sponsored by the
Department and the Agricultural
Experiment Station, and was
attended by more than 125 people.
Topics ranged from genetic popula-
tion structure of chinook to the
ecology of extinction; eight of the
papers were presented by Depart-
ment personnel. The second
conference, entitled "Pacific
Northwest Landscapes: Habitat
Conservation and Restoration" is
scheduled for 27-28 May and will
include topics ranging from regional
conservation strategies to interfacing
aquatic and terrestrial reserves.
Those interested in information
regarding the conference should
contact the Committee on Conserva-
tion Biology at the Department
address.



Steve De Stefano recently joined the
Oregon Cooperative Wildlife
Research Unit as a Research
Associate. He has a Ph.D. in
wildlife from the University of
Idaho-Moscow, where he worked on
lead exposure of Canada geese in
the Mississippi Flyway. He
received his M.S. from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison, and a
B.S. from the University of Massa-
chusetts-Amherst. Steve recently
conducted contract work on kit
foxes in southeastern Oregon for the
Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife's Nongame Wildlife
Program. His major Unit duties will
include research and data analysis
on spotted owl population dynamics,
ecology of spotted owl prey species,
and other topics related to spotted
owls and old-growth forest ecosys-
tems.

News and Views Staff
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Connie Kahn, Production Mgr.

Lee Kuhn
Hiram Li
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Richard Tubb

VIEWS FROM THE PAST

They say a picture is worth a thousand words. We would like to save
space in future issues, so send us photos of Department classes, field trips,
or other activities that we can share with our alumni.

-eat
A. Boyd Claggett ('39) sent us a real `oldie'...a snapshot of the first (cer-
tainly one of the first) aquatic botany classes taught by Dr. W. E. Lawrence,
Spring Term 1938. The class, on field trip, included Ivan Donaldson ('40)
deceased 1989, Keith Kershaw ('40) killed in WW-II, Boyd Claggett ('39)
ODFW retired, 105 Lake Place, Lakeview, OR 97630, Ellis Mason, ODFW
retired, Box 237, Hines, OR 97738, Dr. Lawrence Ernest Matthews, killed in
WW-II, Len Mathisen ('39), ODFW retired, 2305 Aubrey Rd., Bend, OR
97701, Chris Jensen ('39), deceased 1987, Caretaker and dog not identified.
Boyd reports he's enjoying retirement and "...keeping as busy as I want to
be by working with the various service clubs around town and helping out
where needed. Enjoy News & Views...keep up the good work."

COOMBS-SIMPSON MEMORIAL FUND

Dr. Stacia Sower (MS '78, Ph.D. '81) has asked the Department to set up a
memorial fund in the name of two former Fisheries and Wildlife graduate
students, Candia Coombs (MS '79) and Gay Simpson (BS '76, MS '79).
Both women made significant contributions in biology after receiving
Master's degrees from OSU, and both suffered early deaths: Gay in
November 1988 and Candia in November 1989.

A memorial fund will be established to support women graduate students
in the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife. Friends, faculty and former
graduate students interested in supporting this fund should send checks to:
Scholarship Committee, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, 104 Nash
Hall, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR 97331-3803. Checks should
be made payable to OSU Foundation and should clearly indicate either "in
memory of (Candia Coombs or Gay Simpson)" or "Coombs-Simpson
Memorial."
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MEET YOUR FACULTY

THE WORLD IS MY OYSTER - ALMOST
by Chris Langdon

I first became interested in oysters
while growing up in the West
Country of Britain where my father
and I explored the creeks and
estuaries of Cornwall together. On
one of these trips we visited the
Fowey estuary where the Royal
Duchy of Cornwall (Prince Charles)
farmed oysters. We made our
contribution to the royal coffers and
then devoured the oysters with
Guinness stout and brown bread.
Looking back, I realize that oysters
have got their own back on me
because I now spend much of my
time trying to find out how to feed
them instead of feeding on them
myself.

Unfortunately, oyster production at
the Fowey estuary and other
estuaries in Britain is a small
fraction of what it was in the past.
For example, in eighteenth century
Britain, laws were passed to prevent
employers feeding their workers too
many oysters oysters were so
plentiful in those times. More
recently, the European oyster has
been almost wiped out by the spread
of the pathogenic protozoan
Bonamia ostreae. Interestingly,
British oyster growers are now
planting Pacific (Crassostrea gigas)
oysters that were originally imported
from the West Coast of the United
States. In Britain, however, the
Pacific oyster is called the Japanese
oyster, denoting the true origin of
this species.

While the Pacific oyster has been
moving eastward around the world
from Japan, to Europe via America,

I have been moving in the opposite
direction - westward.

It all started while I was sipping tea
in my seventeenth century Welsh
cottage, watching the grass grow
when suddenly America was on the
phone. The outcome of the ensuring
telephone conversation was that I
was on a plane to the College of
Marine Studies, Lewes, Delaware, to
write a sea grant proposal. Locked
in a motel room, I finished the
proposal in two days and was later
very surprised to hear that it was
funded and I had a post-doc position
in America.

Delaware was very unlike the
Britain I had left behind. Flat, hot
and humid, it resembled a setting
from a Waugh novel where one sat
around with pink gins waiting for
the Empire to gasp its last breath -
except that mint juleps replaced pink
gins in Delaware. It was in Dela-
ware that I first encountered the
American oyster (Crassostrea
virginica). The setting for this
encounter was high tech, with the
oyster receiving over $4 million
worth of sea grant funding in order
to persuade it to grow to market size
in nine months. Although the goal
of the project was never met, I
certainly learned how to make mint
juleps while in Delaware.

If I had moved directly from Britain
to Oregon, I probably would not
have noticed many changes. While
interviewing for the job in Corvallis,
Jim Hall took me past enormous
roses on the way to the 'Tower of
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London' restaurant for fish and
chips and a glass of Whatney's red.
What more could I want? And then
there's the same degree of rain, but
enough of this subject.

The oyster industry in Oregon has a
very interesting history, passing
through a period of over-exploita-
tion of native oyster (Ostrea lurida)
populations, introduction of the
Pacific oyster from Japan, and
finally the development of modern
hatcheries for the mass production
of Pacific oyster larvae and seed.
Our Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife has long been involved in
the development of the oyster
industry through the efforts of Willy
Breese, Jim Lannan, Anja Robinson,
Bob Malouf and others. Anja often
tells me that sometime in the last 20
years she has already carried out the
experiment I have planned or have
already completed.

Luckily, my predecessors have left
me some research questions and
opportunities. Microencapsulated
diets, aquaculture of the Suminoe
oyster, and feeding mechanisms of
larval oysters are some of the
research topics I am currently
investigating. There are so many
other wonderful possibilities for
research and teaching at the Hatfield
Marine Science Center that I'm sure
I won't become a Waugh character
until I am well into old age.



DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL RECEIVE AWARDS

The Oregon Cooperative Fishery Research Unit was the
recipient of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's first
Director's Award for Science. The Unit represents a
cooperative effort between OSU's Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, and the Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife. Carl Schreck, Professor of Fisheries and
Wildlife, is the Unit Leader, and Hiram Li, also a
Fisheries and Wildlife professor, is the Assistant Unit
Leader. The award was established to recognize a
cooperative unit that demonstrates consistent leadership
at the cutting edge of science. The fisheries unit covers
a spectrum of subjects, including genetics, reproduction,
and migration of several important fish species in
Oregon's rivers and streams, as well as habitat quality
and land use practices.

The Interagency Scientific Committee to address the
Conservation of the Northern Spotted Owl (see News &
Views December 1990) was awarded the Group
Achievement Award by The Wildlife Society in March
at the North American Wildlife and Natural Resource
Conference in Edmonton, Alberta. Seven of the 17
members of the committee had ties to Oregon State
University as faculty or alumni. The group was recog-
nized for exceptional performance in its development of

a scientifically credible conservation strategy for the
Northern Spotted Owl.

Dr. Charles Meslow received the Oregon Chapter of the
Wildlife Society Award. Chuck, Leader of the Coopera-
tive Wildlife Research Unit, was recognized for his
many contributions to wildlife research and manage-
ment, and the high professional standards he has
maintained throughout his career.

Dr. John Fryer, our upstairs neighbor and Head of the
Department of Microbiology, may soon need a new and
larger office. When I visited John the other day his
present office walls were pretty well covered with
plaques, awards, and certificates for work well done and
duly recognized. In June he got yet another...'biggie'...
the USDA's Distinguished Service Award the
department's highest award. At the 45th Annual
Honor's Awards ceremony held in Washington, D.C. on
June 12, John was one of only 20 scientists in the United
States to receive the prestigious award. He is probably
the only person working with fisheries and fish diseases
to ever receive it. Though John got his Ph.D. in micro-
biology in 1964 and has served as Department Head
since 1976, we still claim him as one of 'ours' since his
B.S. was in fisheries in 1956 and his M.S. in fisheries in
1957. Congratulations John!

OOOOOOOOOOO OOOOO OOOOO

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Because of budget contraints imposed by Measure 5 (property tax limitation) we did not have the staff to produce
News and Views last June, and future issues will be limited to eight pages. We need your help to define future
issues. Please rank our regular articles with respect to your interest, clip this section from your newsletter and send
it to: Editor, News and Views, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, Oregon State University, Nash Hall 104,
Corvallis, OR 97330-3803.

Interest
Low High

Feature Article (Hiram Li this issue) 1 2 3 4 5
Message From the Chairman 1 2 3 4 5
Mailbag

1 2 3 4 5
Meet Your Faculty

1 2 3 4 5
Views from the Past (new this issue)

1 2 3 4 5
Other:
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WHAT'S HAPPENING?

We enjoy hearing from alumni and Department friends. Send your autobiographical notes
to Lee Kuhn and your opinions to the editor, and we will share them with "News & Views"

readers.

Please make any needed address corrections below. You might also send us a buck or so
to help cover costs of your newsletter, which is appearing twice yearly.

Name

Address

Class Year Degree(s)

Editor, "News & Views"
Department of Fisheries & Wildlife
Nash Hall
Oregon State University
Corvallis, Oregon 97331

Address Correction Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Corvallis,OR 97331

Permit No. 200


