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Preface - 

The author has not previously had any course in 

house Construction, but the inspiration for the these 

was received from having seen the work done by a class 

in that subject. The plans for the house, with the win- 

dows, doors, cupboards in the kitchen, fireplaces, sone 

of the furniture and the arrangement of the furniture 

are original but most of the furniture was copied from 

a furniture catologue. Collateral reading was done from 

The Decoration of Houses, by Edith Wharton & Ogden Codman 

Jr.; The Ladies Home Journal; The Womans Home Companion; 

The Art Interchange; The Studio Year Book for I905 and 

I908; and The House, by Isabel Bevier Ph.M. Professor 

of Household Science at the University of Illinois. 

June 7, 1909. 'Annie Currin . 
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The House 

Have nothing in your house that you do not know to 
be useful or believe to be beautiful :- Morris. 

The kind of buildings that a person or people build, 
always depends on the builders, their knowledge, surround- 
ings and experiences, No doubt, the inhabitants of the 
tree, tent, or cave considered their homes quite comfort- 
able and sufficient, when they had never seen anything 
different and the courts of the Greeks were not yet in 
existence. Authors tell us that the artistic sense of 
the American people is not well developed because we do 
not see the art treasures and splendid builir.;s of the 
Old World. Lacking in artistic taste but po eessing a 

certain knowledge of European architecture the early 
American builders constructed buildings that were Euro- 
pean and not suited to America. Gradually, as all nation- 
alities bring their styles to America, and as the immedi- 
ate needs of the people have their effects, we are get- 
ting a class of architecture that is truly American. It 
is original, varied, irregular and po esses a strong 
individuality. The general ideas of American architec- 
ture were undoubtedly handed down through generations 
from the Grecians and Romans. Their structure^ were oft - 
times massive, grotesquely, yet artistically decorated, 
calling attention by their haughty proud atmosphere. 
This dignity, due partly to pillars, for example, is 
still an important factor in our buildings. When America 
was colonized it was found necessary to make the homes 
strong with no decorations. The missionaries of Califor- 
nia taught the Indians to make plain substantial furni- 
ture with square corners because they did not have the 
implements to cut the parts round. In the South, as slav- 
ery became common and plantation proprietors became 
wealthy, massive dwellings, grand, imposing, with proud 
lofty bearings were built. Small,even handier buildings 
might do for his slaves but he could not afford to 
hazard the respect his slaves held for him by failing in 
any way to preserve the greatest dignityof his own home. 
Science, too has had its effect. It has condemned the 
extra wall draperies, nooks & crooks, in which dirt and 
household pests can collect. Fireplaces are praised be- 
cause they aid ventilation; and the amount of light let 
in is increased by more windows. All these factors and 
many more have combined to make our present style what 
it is. The architects of to -day have a larger field 
from which to choose the good things than did our fore- 
fathers, so our architecture is more fitting but there 
is still room for improvement. 

r , , 

, . 4.. 2 :tt ` ,.' , 

`4' 



Just the inhabitant of the cave, or the builder 
of the palace, I have planned this house from my own 
limited knowledge, putting into it that which I consider- 
ed best of the things which I have seen, and if the style 
does not please the reader, it is either because our 
judgements are different, or because I have not seen the 
things that my reader has seen. 

This house is planned for a suburban or city home 
to accommodate from 4 to 7 people including young chil- 
dren, or older ones, or both. Although planned entirely 
regardless of cost, it is intended for a family of 
moderate means, with no servants, and is therefore com- 
pact & convenient. It is plastered and papered throughout 
heated by hot water from the basement and well lighted 
by windows during day time and electricity at night. 

The large pillars on the porch give it dignity and 
repose and the porch itself, IO X 50,gives the house an 
air of seclusion and furnishes a delightful place to 
rest during summer since it faces the east.. Inside,the 
dining ream, hall, living room and library are so arrang- 
edthat, although separately they are not large, they can 
be opened to- gether to make a great deal of space, 
Since these rooms are so closely connected the wood work 
is alike, dark oak, in all of them, The other rooms are 
finished in golden oak and some white enamel. The color 
scheme is brown & tan with some gray and green. 
The two stairways and the lavatories on both floors and 
the basement add to the convenience. It is not far from 
any one room to another but some of the rooms might 
easily be closed off from the others, if desired. For 
instance, the occupants of the library or kitchen could 
shut themselves away from the dining room and living 
room and still have free access to the upstairs by way 
of the back stairs. The window seat in the square window 
on the landing of the stairway is a restful & attractive 
part of the house. 
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The Hall 

Figure 4 shows the front door with the glass panels 
on both sides and the in the upper part of the door. 
The door itself is 3 feet wide and the panels on each 
side make it appear wider. 

The plan of the hall is shown in fig.3. just inside 
the front door is the vestibule, which is intended to 
separate the outside from the inside, since the living 
Tool., and dining room are not closed off from the hall. 
As shown by fig. 47, the color scheme for the hall, the 
rugs have some red in them, red, although tiresome in a 
room that is used much, being an inviting color for a 
hall. The wood work is dark brown oak and the wall 
paper is light brown with no figure. The hall clock 
(fig. 6) is mission style to correspond to the rest of 
the furniture, In the farthaXest end is a wardrobe (fig. 
5) for hanging cloaks and hats and three large drawers 
in the bottom for hats that might get crushed, The 
panels shown in the doors are looking glasses. 



 

b 

FIG 3, 

5 



1111111 

I 

o 

L1 J 

FIG, 

C"- 

F I G . 6 . 

FIG. 5. 

n 
- -.--'. _ 

i-}. 

o 



The Kitchen 

The most important room in the house is the kitchen 
and should therefore receive the most careful thought, 
Some women prefer large kitchens and others, small, I 
have decided on a rather large kitchen with no serving 
pantry, However I have an ice closet (a) in which are 
the refrigerator (b) and cupboards (c) & (d) in which to 
keep vituals and other things that might spoil if kept 
in the kitchen, The sink (e) is 3 feet high so as to 
save the back of the dish washer, The drain board is on 
one side of the sink and a cupboard with a top as high 
as the Sink on the other side. Under the sink & drain 
board, (see fig. . 8) it is open. The cupboard (f) extends 
out toward the middle of the room & as high as the ceil- 
ing so that no dust can collect on top of it, Doors open 
on both sides so the dishes can be put in from the side 
toward the sink and taken out on the other side in the 
corner of the kitchen which takes the place of a serving 
pantry. In the lower part of the cupboard are some 
drawers for towels, cookbooks, etc. and one in the bot- 
tom for table cloths that is long enough so that they 
will not have to be folded across, Another cupboard (g) 
can be seen in fig.9. It extends to the ceiling also 
and gives a place for provisions handy to the kitchen 
treasure (h) which has bins for flour, sugar, & meal, and 
drawers for knives, spoons, etc., and a meat board and 
bread board, The little cupboard above is for spices, 
salt and pepper and the clock sets on top. The tinware 
is put in cupboard (i) across section of which is shown 
in fig. 9. and a front view in fig . I I . The lower right 
hand part of the cupboard contains no shelves, It is for 
pats and has hooks instead. The lower part of (j) is 
the wood lift and the upper part is a place to set bread 
to rise, where it rill be near the flue & stove and be 
1keT)t warm. Over the stove (k) is a hood through which 
all odor from the stove pass. 

All of the woodwork of the kitchen (fib; ..=I .) is 
golden oak and the cupboards are built in as part of the 
house. The walls above the base board are covered with 
wood 6 feet high, dented like brick and enameled in 
white, Above this thewalls are calcimined & tinted. The 
kitchen is lighted by the double windows on the west 
side, the glass in the door and the window in the north- 
east corner, This window not only lights this corner 
which might otherwise not be lighted on account'of the 
high cupboard, but also adds to the appearance of the 
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house from the outside, The rugs are strips of old fash- ioned rag carpet, used because they are restful to the feet and easily washed when soiled, A small table, not illustrated, and easy chair are important parts of the kitchen furniture, The table is placed near the window to hold reading matter. The curtains for the windows are dotted Swiss and are taken down often to be washed, in fact, I have two sets of them so I shall be able. easily to change them often. 

.11 

4 



J 

II 

FI G. 7. 



1 

111111111111111111111110 

1111111111111111 

ric. 

L 

FL1 

- -112211 ° ° 

.11 

r 

lì 

r 9. 

r- rl, --rr-r 

i -uu1 °u 

Il 
.V0 

!L 



 

FIG io 

- 
I 

J. / 
^ i . 

- 

ri 
1'F o 

LíI 
( 1 tl 

IL 

n 
ri 

- 3 

n 

=II 
P-1 C. it. 



Dining Room Thee 

A swinging door connects the kitchen and dining 
room. The dining room is rather large and has plenty 
of light. The color scheme (fig. 50) has more green 
than brown, the art square being green and the wall 
paper being green, but the walls are paneled in dark 
brown oak as shown in fig. I3, the east side of the room 
There is no plate rail because plates and plate rails 
only make that much more to dust without being useful 
and many times, beautiful. Another thing common in din- 
ing rooms that I have not, is a china closet between the 
kitchen and dining room, I have never seen one that was 
used very successfully _ most of them are filled with 
fancy china and the dishes, used, are put away in a 
cupboard in the ki_cthen so I have planned one in the 

where it is between the sink and the serving 
counters and handy to the dining room door. The table 
is square (fig. I5) and placed in the middle of the room 
Fig. I6 is the buffet which has the looking glass in the 
panel above. The bench shown in fig. 18 is for holding 
flowers and sets in front of the window. A nice large 
foliage plant is placed on the jardiniere stand in the 
corner. The curtains are made of bobbinet with simple 
designs worked with the darn stitch. Fig. I9 shows how 
the ceilings in the dining room, living room and library 
are beamed. Fig. 20 is a cross section to show the 
depth of the beams running lengthwise, and fig. 2I is a 
cross section of the shallower beams running across. 
The passage between the dining room and hall, and the 
hall and living room is drawn in fig. 22. The pillars 
are square. 
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The Living Room and the Library 

These two rooms separated by a sliding door occupy 
the south side of the first floor, Each room is well 
lighted, the front windows of the living room being like 
those shown in fig.I3. and the back windows of the 
library like those in fig.8. The most attractive fea- 
ture of the living room and probably the whole house is 
the large fire place (fig.24) with the large glass 
panels above. On the mantel sets the mission style clock 
about a foot high. One would naturally look there for 
the clock and I want my house to be free from disappoint- 
ments, The table (fig. 25) is intended for use and is 
therefore put before the window in good light. My piano, 
placed in the Opposite corner, is a Wellington. Figures, 
26, 27, 28, 29, and 30 show the chairs for the living 
room. 

Abeautiful mission table (fig.3l) occupies the 
center of the library, the bookcase, a section of which 
is shown in fig. 34, extends along the west side and to 
the window on the south side, The book case is high 
enough to reach the bottom of the west window. The stool 
(fig. 35) is to sit on while examining the books. 
Fitting in the square window that extends out on the 
south side, is the Davenport (fig . 38) . This Davenport 
and all the other seats of the living room and library 
are weathered oak upholstered in leather, excepting the 
plain chairs like fig. 36 which are not upholstered. - 

The woodwork of these two rooms is dark brown oak, the 
wall paper light brown like that in the hall, the cur- 
tains bobbinet, like those in the dining room, the rugs 
of the library, mostly green (fig.49), and in the living 
room the predominating color of.the rugs is brown (fig.48). 
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The Second Floor 

On the second floor are three bedrooms, the nursery, 
storeroom, bath room and closets. The color schemes are 
light and there is no mission furniture upstairs because 
mission furniture is too heavy for bed rooms. For bed 
rooms everything should look clean and cool and calm. 
The store room is a convenient place in which to store 
trunks, extra bedding, etc. The cupboard for linen is 
just opposite the nursery door in the wall between the 
back stairs & the hall, high enough so that it does not 
interfere with the back stairs, The bath room opens into 
the largest bed room as well as into the hall. 

The southeast bedroom (fig. 39) is quite large ana 
has the nursery, bathroom and closet connected with it. 
The fireplace makes the room cosy, although this fire- 
place is directly above the one on the first floor, the 
flues are divided by a row of bricks, because they draw 
better if the flues do not connect. There is a small 
square window in the closet. The wall paper of the 
bedroom is light green, with a stenciled border of 
blackberry blossoms in darker green and white. The side 
and bottom of the curtains are stenciled with the same 
design. Off the nursery is the balcony which is large 
enough to be screened in and used for a bedroom, The 
bedsteads aresimple iron ones with no grotesque figures 
or crazy crooks and turns to give the sleeper bad dreams. 
Figures, 4I, 42, 43, 44, 45, and 46 illustrate the kind 
of furniture that is used for the bedrooms. Among other 
things of interest to children there are a small rocking 
chair and a chest to hold play things in the nursery. 
The nursery wall paper is tan with pink and blue birds. 

The other two bedrooms are on the north end of the 
house, The northeast room is a very pretty one with 
golden oak woodwork, tan rugs, (fig.53) tan wall paper and 
white curtainsstenciled with a water lily design, This 
room has a window and seat like the one on the landing 
of the stairway. The northwest bedroom is a favorite 
during summer when a cool place is desired, The paper 
is gray stenciled with dull blue in a conventional 
design. 
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Conclusion 

The whole house is a place for wort and for play, for the sick and the well, for resting, eating, sleeping, and entertaining. There is nothing in it that I do not know to be useful or believe to be beautiful. Rut now that I have concluded, I can not may that my house is, in all respects, just as I would nave it, were I to do it over, therefore I shall not call this" My Ideal Home", but rather, " A House ". 
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