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Game Damage
Damage to private property during

recent years has become a major prob-
lem in the administration of game re-
sources. A combination of factors has
resulted in exceptional damage this win-
ter by elk and deer in eastern Oregon. It
is obvious that with the advent of agri-
culture and multiple use of lands, con-
flicts between game and other recognized
lands uses are inevitable.

ELK LIKE HAY
The current damage to hay

along the east slope of the Blue
tains in Baker county has re-
ceived much publicity this
winter. However, this situa-
tion is only one of many simi-
lar problems in other parts of
the state. In this particular
locality, a small herd of elk
has been a nuisance for sev-
eral years but this winter the
aroblem has been especially
ggravated. The fall of 1945

was extremely dry so that
grasses did not begin growth
before early winter and deep
snows fell in November. Con-
sequently some of the elk
which normally wintered on
the John Day and Grande
Ronde watersheds were trap-
ped on the steep east slope in
Baker county and moved
down into the valley with the
small resident herds. Farm-
ers in the vicinity of Rock
creek became alarmed at the
early arrival and the in-
creased number of elk and,
without advising the Game
Commission of their situa-
tion, killed 13 animals out of
a herd of approximately 75.

In addition to damage to
hay by elk in northeastern
Oregon, complaints of dam-
age by deer to hay, grain and
orchards have occurred in
other parts of eastern Oregon
and in western Oregon as
well.

SUMMER DAMAGE
Unfortunately, winter is

not the only season in which
damage occurs. Summer
complaints of big game ani-
mals feeding and bedding in

4111
ultivated crops are common
roughout the state and in

ome areas the condition is so
acute that operations are
seriously handicapped.

Blacktailed deer in western
Oregon are notorious offend-
ers during the summer
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Director of Fisheries
Oregon anglers have long been aware

that their resources in sea-run salmon,
steelhead, and cutthroat trout have been

(Continued on Page 3)

1946 Angling
Regulations

The sports fishing seasons and bag lim-
its for the current year were established
by the Game Commission at its hearing
held in January, the time specified by
statute for making the regulations. No
further changes can be made until next
January except in the case of an extreme
emergency. The complete regulations are
available in printed synopsis form at all
license dealers in the state so only gen-
eral regulations are summarized here.

The angling season for
trout more than 6 inches in
length is from April 20 to Oc-
tober 31 in all counties, except
in Lake county the opening
date is May 20 and in Harney
county May 4. The trout bag
limit is the same as last year,
15 fish or 15 pounds and 1 fish
in any 1 day not to exceed 30
fish or 30 pounds and 2 fish in
any 7 consecutive days.

As one of the more difficult
problems faced by the Com-
mission is that of building up
the supply of native cutthroat
trout in the coastal waters,
winter fishing for trout over
ten inches in length was elimi-
nated. Excepted from this ac-
tion are the lower portions of
the North and South Umpqua
rivers, which are open the
year around by legislative act.

Salmon and steelhead 20
inches and over in length may
be taken the year around ex-
cept in waters for which spe-
cific regulations are in effect.
The bag limit is 3 a day but
not more than 9 in the aggre-
gate in any 7 days. No
changes were made in the reg-
ulations affecting jack sal-
mon, striped bass, shad and
sturgeon, which may be taken
the year around.

Year around fishing, with a
few exceptions, is permitted
for all species of spiny-rayed
fish, bass, catfish, crappies,
perch and sunfish. The eight-
inch minimum length limit on
black bass was removed, as
was the bag limit for perch
on account of its tendency to
overstock the waters in which
it is prevalent. The bag limit
for other species of spiny-
rayed fish is 30 fish or 20
pounds and 1 fish, but not to
exceed 30 fish of all species
combined in possession at any
one time.

(Continued on Page 4)

DEDICATION
Chapter 275 of Oregon Laws of 1941 first made

it possible for the Oregon State Game Commission
after public hearings to regulate bag limits and sea-
sons on fish and game. With this authority the be-
ginnings of good game management came to Oregon.

During the past ten years our Hunters and Fishers
in this State have about doubled and each citizen is
finding more leisure time in which to enjoy the great
out-of-doors with which we have been so richly en-
dowed. In order that proper management of our
great heritage may be effected, it is necessary to
study carefully our wildlife on a scientific basis to
the end that this result may be best made to serve
those who love the great out-of-doors.

The Commission has during the past several years
employed trained men who have chosen the wildlife
field as their life work and have sent them into the
field to gather this information which must guide the
Commission in its work.

The Commission has grown to realize the necessity
of giving to the public of Oregon the results and
benefits of its studies so that the general public may
better understand the program, problems and regu-
lations of this Commission.

We, therefore, dedicate this publication to all the
citizens of the State of Oregon with the sincere hope
that it will bring you each a greater understanding
and appreciation of this great natural resource and
the desirability of a management program based on
facts alone.
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New Game Farm
Purchased

Pheasant releases for the state will re-
ceive a big boost forward as a result of
the recent purchase by the Game Com-
mission of the 290-acre Fred Mc Murry
ranch in Umatilla county which will be
developed into a modern game farm to
take the place of the present one near
Pendleton. Located in the Butter Creek
area five miles south of Hermiston, the
new site is one of the finest ranches in the
county and has all but ten acres under
irrigation, water being received both from
Butter Creek and McKay Reservoir. The
climate in this section also is unusually
mild for eastern Oregon so that the ne-
cessity for coping with extremes of wea-
ther conditions will be less there than it
would be in some other parts.

The purchase price of the land was
$35,000 and estimated cost of improve-
ments is $60,000. When under full opera-
tion, the farm is expected to provide ap-
proximately 20,000 birds annually which,
together with those raised at the modern
Ontario farm, will be used for stocking
central and eastern Oregon. The properly
equipped trucks of the department make
it possible to haul birds for a long distance
with practically no mortality, it being
only on rare occasions that more than one
or two birds are lost in a load of 400 or
500 birds.

The new game farm will be running on
a full scale by the 1947 season if the plans
of the Commission materialize. The Pen-
dleton fafm eventually will be sold but
during 1946 it will be used to raise a small
number of birds.

The question has been raised as to why
the Commission did not improve the Pen-
dleton farm instead of spending funds for
buying another. The land there is worn
out and contaminated from overuse and
disease is hard to control, and it was not
practical to obtain in that immediate area
the additional acreage needed for the
open field system. At the Butter Creek
location, all the birds will be raised under
conditions as nearly natural as possible
in open fields instead of the old-fashioned
pens, which will result in hardier and
wilder birds.

Let the Fawns Alone
Picking up apparently deserted fawns

is a practice strongly discouraged by the
Game Commission. Each spring the game
office is flooded with requests for permis-
sion to keep as pets fawns found in the
woods or along the roadside. The fawn,
99 chances out of 100, has not been de-
serted but merely temporarily hidden by
its mother.

No conservation purpose is served in
taking up fawns to be raised in captivity.
Not only do they become domesticated
which makes it hard for them to get by if
they are released into the wild but also
the adult bucks become dangerous and
often have to be killed by the department
to protect human life.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLICE
GAME CODE

FinesWarn-
ings

Ar-
rests

Acquit- Years
Sen-tat tented

(closed season 10 $ 301.40
Angling I prohibited areas, hours

for methods 9 212 5 .20 4,501.30
Disguising (sex of deer

species or kind of bird
9
7

1 291.20
208.70

Exceeding bag limit 109 .17 3,074.35
Failure to check in doe area 1 1
Failure to file trapper's report 1 25.00
Failure to register trapping location 1 25.00
Failure to tag properly or at all 5- 79 3 .06 2,418.80
False application for license 6 125.00
Holding coyote in captivity 1 5.00
Holding game animal, no permit 3 150.00

[closed season
prohibited areas, hoursHunting or methods 23

55

253

5

18

.52

1.33

2,195.65

8,443.80
[prohibited animals 62 1.10 3,122.70

Lending hunting license 4 95.50
angling 24 167 9 .87 3,197.65
fur dealer 2 50.00
guideNo license 3

23
1

64 6 .48
25.00

1,254.80'hunting
non-resident 54 1 .16 1,196.55
trapping 8 1 .08 154.80

animal 114 7 2.24 6,456.65
Possession game bird 38 7 834.60

game fish 3 65 .03 1,634.35Putting out poison 2 1 25.00Sale game animal, bird, fish 1 50.00
Setting traps without posting warning 1 25.00Stream pollution 15 .03 480.40Transferring hunting license

rclosed season
2
8 .10 175.0Trapping 4 prohibited areas, methods 2 44.8

with unbranded traps 3 50.00Trespassing on fishway 3 .03 50.00Unlawfully disturbing traps 1
Wanton waste of game 11 3 425.00

TOTALS 90 1375 62 7.95 $41,163.00

6.34 years suspended. $8,629.10 remitted

Lr

The Supervisor's Column

FISHERMEN-Already my arm is get-
ting fisherman's cramp. You know the
trout season opens April 20. Are you going
out the opening day ? If so, better get out
your fly rod and look it over. Perhaps it
needs new guides and tips-it may have
loose ferrules and may need varnish. You
can't buy good fly rods now so be good to
the one you have. Check over your tapered
line, clean up and oil your reel. Look up
your leaders and peek carefully into that
fly box for a moth may be lurking there
feeding on your favorite coachman, caddis
or upright. The coastal streams, if
weather conditions are right, should bring
you fair success. A No. 8 bucktail coach-
man fished wet is suggested. Good luck to
you and may your stories be somewhat
within reason.

The California Division of Fish and
Game, acting for the first time under the
new regulatory powers granted by the last
legislature, lost no time in reducing the
general bag limit for trout from 25 per
day to 15. It has been a number of years

since the Oregon limit was 20 and more
still since it was 25. Prohibiting chum-
ming in inland waters also was decided
upon by the California department. This
regulation likewise has been in effect in
Oregon for several years.

In California a general re-organization
of the Fish and Game Division's Bureau of
Patrol and Law Enforcement is in proc-
ess. Positions are authorized for 108 fish
and game wardens, who enforce both the
commercial fish and the game laws. Cali-
fornia is a larger state than Oregon in
both area and population, but on a corn-
partive basis, Oregon should have at least
50 officers for enforcement of its fish and
game regulations.

INTRODUCTION of H. B. 4503 by Con-
gressman A. Willis Robertson, chairman
of the House Committee on Wildlife Re-
sources, has aroused considerable inter-
est among the western states who do not
want to find themselves without jurisdic-
tion over the wild life resources in areas
affected by any federal impoundment or
diversion project. The legislative comma
tee of the Western Association of Sta
Game and Fish Commissioners has pro-
posed several amondments for the pur-
pose of assuring the states jurisdiction
over the wildlife and fishery resources,
and the Congressional delegations are
being asked not to consider the bill except
in its amended form.
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Coastal Fisheries . . .

(Continued from Page 1)
slowly declining. That was their belief
was evidenced by H. B. 378 (The Coastal
Stream Bill) which was passed by the
Oregon Legislature at its last session in
1945. Other more recent evidence is found
in the proposal that angling for salmon
in the Willamette River below Oregon
City Falls be restricted somewhat to per-
mit a higher escapement of fish to the
spawning grounds above. Basically, the
management of anadromous fishes re-
solves itself into this problem of escape-
ment. If enough adults escape to spawn,
future runs will be assured. If not, the
runs will decline. Other factors than es-
capement of adults alone, of course, af-
fect the size of future runs such as floods,

pollution, log jams, and dams.
It is the purpose of this report to sum-

marize briefly the program under way
by the Game Commission with respect to
coastal streams. Lack of space prevents
going into detail but articles to follow
later by the fishery biologists in charge
of each phase of the work will be pub-
lished from time to time and will tell a
more complete story and cover the work
program in other sections of the state as
well. Needless to say, study and research
is being given the studies outlined below
under the Game Commission's postwar
program.

As presently organized, and side from
the hatchery program which is another
story, the attack on biological problems
of coastal streams may be summarized
under four main headings as follows:

Study
1. Rogue River Investigations
2. Umpqua River Investigations
3. Coastal Stream Research Project Francis H. Sumner
4. Coastal Stream and Lake Survey Crew 4 men to be selecte

Biologist in Charge Time Started
Cole M. Rivers 1941
Ross Newcomb August, 1945

December, 1945
d Still in planning stage

ROGUE AND UMPQUA
INVESTIGATIONS

While the Rogue River study was
started in 1941 and the Umpqua only re-
cently in August of 1945, the major objec-
tives are parallel; namely, (1) to deter-
mine numbers, sizes, species, and time of
migrations of the fish runs; (2) to deter-
mine recreational and sport values of
these resources to the State of Oregon;
(3) to study the general environmental
conditions in each; and (4) to develop
uitable stocking and management plans

based on the facts developed. Put an-
other way, the purpose is to obtain in-
formation on all factors bearing both
directly or indirectly on the sports fish-
eries of both river systems.

The Game Commission is to be com-
mended for its foresight in starting the
Rogue River study in 1941 for the data
already available has shown the serious
consequences that will result to fish life
if any dam is constructed on the main
Rogue River. Existing dams and their ef-
fect on fish life have been carefully
studied there as well as the probable in-
fluence of dams proposed for construc-
tion. The location of all diversions have
been established and many improvements
such as fish screens have been installed
to prevent loss of fish life. In 1941 a field
survey crew gathered much of the envir-
onmental data with respect to food, water
temperatures, and general physical and
chemical conditions in the basin. Surveys
of salmon and steelhead spawning areas
in the entire Rogue system are now being
completed in order to estimate the num-
ber of fish that can be accommodated in
the available spawning areas. Adult sal-
mon and steelhead counted over the Gold-
ray Dam near Grants Pass totaled 71,600
fish in 1942. In other years, lesser num-
bers have been counted but in terms of
blockage by dams, the maximum number
of fish counted would have to be used for
planning any fish salvage program made
necessary by construction of new dams.

The annual income from the Rogue
iver fishery is now known to range be-

tween $1,000,000 and $1,600,000. In 1942
sportsmen removed in excess of 550,000
pounds of salmon and steelhead, and
11,000 pounds of other game fish from the
Rogue. These figures were obtained by
contacting anglers on the streams, is-

suing catch record cards, and obtaining
figures from canneries and cold storage
plants. At the present time, the Rogue
River investigations are under the di-
rection of Mr. Cole Rivers, Resident Bi-
ologist stationed at Grants Pass.

The Umpqua River study is being car-
ried out in cooperation with the Oregon
State Fish Commission. Mr. H. R. New-
comb, Resident Biologist, at Roseburg, is
in charge of the Game Commission's end
of the program. Fish Commission Biolo-
gists Mr. John Gharrett and Mr. Don
Johnson, will study mainly the commer-
cial fisheries, but the work of the two
agencies will be closely correlated. Mr.
Leonard Mathisen, Game Commission Bi-
ologist, will work with the Fish Commis-
sion biologists out of Reedsport on the
lower Umpqua. A tagging program with
adult fish moving upstream has been
started there. Both commercial and sport
catches will be checked to determine the
relative number of tagged and untagged
fish caught and the spawning grounds
will be thoroughly covered to obtain the
numbers of tagged fish escaping to
spawn. From these data, rates of escape-
ment upstream and other important facts
will be determined.

A counting station is in operation at
Winchester Dam on the North Umpqua,
and a count is being made of upstream
and downstream migrations. At the same
time, environmental conditions are being
investigated and the ecenomic value of
the fishery determined.

COASTAL STREAM RESEARCH
PROJECT

This project will parallel the Rogue and
Umpqua studies in many respects except
that the emphasis will be given in the
study to the coast cutthroat trout.

In 1941, a preliminary survey of the
coastal streams arising in the Coast
Range revealed that one of the most
pressing problems awaiting solution is
that presented by the management of the
coast cutthroat trout. In proportion to its
importance to anglers. but little is known
about the cutthroat's life history or hab-
its in the wild. In Oregon it might be
called the "orphan" fish. It is planned,
therefore, to inaugurate special studies
on selected streams in order to obtain
adequate information on the biology of

this fish. Since the life cycle of this trout
covers several years, it is evident that the
study should be prosecuted for an ex-
tended period.

Cutthroat migrations will be studied
by installing two-way "traffic" controls
or traps to catch both upstream and
downstream migrants. All fish will be
removed each day from the traps and
marked; the smaller by fin clipping and
the larger by affixing numbered tags.
The sex and length of each fish will also
be recorded and a scale sample taken for
later age and growth studies. The fish
will then be put back alive into the
stream, either above or below the traps,
depending upon their direction of travel
when caught. The fish will be carefully
handled and from experience gained in
other work of this kind, it is evident that
they will be but little inconvenienced by
the trapping operation and prompt re-
lease afterward. Salmon and steelhead
will, of course, be taken along with the
cutthroat and these too, will be studied
and the data applied in management rec-
ommendations developed. Undoubtedly,
as time goes on, much of this work will
be done in cooperation with Fish Commis-
sion biologists.

In addition to the operation of two-way
traps to determine size, time, and age at
migration, a creel census will also be con-
ducted to obtain a picture of what anglers
are catching. Creel checking stations
may be established on suitable streams to
assist in this phase and the cooperation
of anglers is badly needed and earnestly
solicited to help us out on this phase of
the program.

Two other phases of the problem to be
tackled are the relative survival of hatch-
ery reared trout to the anglers' creel and
the effect of tidewater angling on anadro-
mous fish populations. It may prove de-
sirable too, to compare production
(catches) of an unstocked stream with a
stocked stream if suitable waters can be
found in which such a comparison can be
made.

COAST STREAM LAKE SURVEY
While the studies outlined above will

elicit valuable information on specific
conditions in the Rogue, Umpqua and spe-
cial streams selected for study, a general
stream and lake survey crew will also be
required for coastal waters in order to
obtain information upon which stocking
and management policies may rest for
the hundreds of other lakes and streams
in the coastal area. The survey has as one
of its major goals, the selection of the
best species and optimum numbers of fish
to liberate, the sections of streams suit-
able for stocking, and places where liber-
ations may best be made. A survey crew
will also recommend fish ladders, fish
screens, and removal of log jams where
necessary. In former surveys, the empha-
sis has been on the environment rather
than the fish. In those now being planned
under the Game Commission, the empha-
sis will be on the fish. The coast survey
crew will also assist on the Umpqua,
Rogue, and Coast Research Project as
necessary. It will make it possible to
throw additional help on any or all of
these projects for special aid in creel cen-
sus work, sampling of fish populations, or
in other duties. The Coast Survey crew
is now being organized and it is hoped
that adequate manpower and equipment
may be secured to put this crew in the
field by May 1, 1946.

(Continued on Page 4)
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A Statement .

of Policy
Five thousand or more copies of this

bulletin will be circulated monthly. No
advertising is carried and for the present
there is no subscription price. This policy,
however, may be changed should condi-
tions so require.

Permission is granted to reprint from
this publication provided proper credit is
given.

Game and Fish
Commissions Meet

At the regular meeting of the Game
Commission in Portland on March 1, the
Fish Commission appeared to present a
request for an emergency closure of the
Willamette river to sports salmon fishing
for several days each week during the
season in order to allow additional escape-
ment upstream. The Fish Commission re-
ported that during 1945 there had been
heavy losses of adult fish from disease
and that an immediate emergency existed
for the reason that the high flood in De-
cember caused the loss of most of the
young salmon being held at their hatch-
eries on the Willamette.

The Game Commission tabled the mat-
ter until its meeting on April 13 in order
to give it further study. The question also
arose as to whether or not an emergency
existed under the law authorizing the
Game Commission to act.

Representatives of sports and commer-
cial fishing interests were in attendance
to present arguments for and against the
proposed closure.

Coastal Fisheries
(Continued From Page 3)

The studies and survey should, over a
period of time, produce the necessary
facts upon which to base a scientific fish
management plan for Oregon's coastal
waters. Anglers and sportsmen should
not become too impatient for results as it
takes time to develop facts. Continuity of
both program and personnel are the back-
bone of any long-range effort. It is hoped
that the three measures of scientific in-
vestigations, sound stocking, and ade-
quate angling regulations will go a long
way toward assuring adequate annual es-
capements of sea-run species of fish so
that present as well as future generations
of Oregon anglers may be assured good
fishing.

Game Damage . . .

(Continued From Page 1)
months. They prefer to come down off the
hills in Douglas, Josephine and Jackson
counties and feed on the irrigated forage
and garden crops; and in the Willamette
valley they have acquired a preference for
strawberry plants in areas adjacent to
their forest habitat. They also are fond
of the tender twigs on fruit and nut trees.

BIRDS OFFEND
During the next few months the Com-

mission will receive a flood of complaints
of damage to crops and gardens by pheas-
ants. Most of these complaints will come
from gardeners inside city limits where
pheasants are living on vacant lots and
find the tender sprouting peas and corn to
be a delicacy. Later in the summer when

water is scarce, they will find ripening to-
matoes to be an easy source of water and
in some cases may do considerable
damage.

Complaints of pheasant damage from
rural agricultural areas are not numer-
ous but frequently upon investigation
pheasants are found to be blamed for
damage by rodents, crows and other non-
game species.

Ducks, geese and pigeons, which are
administered by the U. S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, are also responsible for ex-
cessive damage in some areas.

HABITUAL OFFENDERS
Investigation of game damage com-

plaints usually indicates that the trouble
is caused by only a few individuals, which
have acquired a taste for some cultivated
crop and become habitual offenders. For
example, one doe may acquire a prefer-
ence for strawberry plants in the early
spring. By June she will have a fawn with
her. The next year the doe and fawn and
possibly a friend will appear and in a few
years the situation may become unbear-
able. Yet it is not believed that such a
situation provides an excuse for con-
demning all deer in an area because prob-
ably the majority of the animals present
never go near the strawberry patch.

SOLUTION NEEDED
Damage to crops by deer and elk is not

confined to the state of Oregon. Colorado,
Wyoming, Utah, Idaho, Washington and
other states have been wrestling with this
problem. These states have been search-
ing for an equitable and efficient control
of game depredations but no one method
has yet proven satisfactory. In addition
to becoming familiar with efforts put
forth in other states and profiting by
their experiences, the Oregon Game Com-
mission is giving intensive study to the
problem on its own account in the ex-
pectation that with the cooperation of an
interested and understanding public, fu-
ture damage to private property by game
may be held at a minimum.

1946 Angling . . .

(Continued From Page 1)
To eliminate illegal snagging of sal-

mon in the Rogue and Umpqua rivers,
where this has been a common prac-
tice and difficult for the law officers to
stop, the new order regulates the hooks
and weights that may be used. It is
now unlawful to use single hooks larger
than one inch, or double or treble hooks
larger than of an inch, measured from
the point of the hook to the shank. All
sinkers, or weights must have the place
of nearest attachment in a position 18
inches or more above the hook or hooks.

Two regulations carried over from pre-
vious seasons that need to be impressed
upon the anglers are those in regard to
chumming and the use of live minnows.
The unsportsmanlike practice of baiting
holes with salmon eggs, canned corn or
other substances its forbidden in all wa-
ters. Extremely important is the regula-
tion which (1) prohibits the transporta-
tion of live minnows from one body of
water to another; and (2) makes it un-
lawful to use minnows or bait fish while
angling in any waters of the Cascade
Range or Wallowa county, or in any trout
lake or stream except those containg bass.
In bass waters minnows may be used only
if taken from the same water in which
used. The sad results of the use by care-

less anglers of live minnows in many of
our best mountain trout lakes are now
very evident. Drastic measures have been
necessary to control the trash fish one
they get started, such as using rotenone
to kill fish in South Twin lake a few years
ago and restocking it with game fish.
Control measures have been practiced
along the shores at East Lake but the
presence of a large population of game
fish makes it impractical to treat the
lake in the same manner as South Twin.
It has been noted that chubs have been
increasing at Diamond Lake and other
well known lakes. Each angler should take
warning to do what he can to prevent fur-
ther contamination of his finest fishing
waters.

Game Management
Plan Approved

An expanded game management pro-
gram is being inaugurated by the Game
Commission to acquire the factual infor-
mation needed for proper administration
of the game resources of the state, this
being made possible by the return of an
increasing number of its biologists from
the armed services.

Working directly under the State Game
Supervisor will be several chief biologists
who are specialists in their respective
fields of big game, upland game, furbear-
ers and waterfowl. The function of each
chief biologist will be to develop the meth-
ods used by the resident biologists in
obtaining information, conduct research
and coordinate all available information
in his particular field. One chief biologis
also will be assigned to coordinate the ac-
tivities of the resident biologists and at-
tend to details of personnel management.
Chief biologists already on the job are
P. W. Schneider, coordinator; John Mc-
Kean, in charge of big game and upland
game, and A. V. Meyers, in charge of
furbearers, waterfowl and Federal Aid.

The state will be divided into the fol-
lowing eleven game districts (more di-
visions may be made later as conditions
indicate) : Coastal, Willamette, South-
west, Lake-Klamath, Ochoco-Deschutes,
Columbia, Umatilla, Northeast, Grant,
Harney and Malheur. Each district will
have a senior biologist stationed there the
year around whose duties will be to pro-
vide desired information on each game
species and attend to details of manage-
ment as instructed.

This plan will make it possible for the
Commission to keep in intimate touch
with with the game situation throughout
the state. A systematic program, insur-
ing continuity of management and ac-
cumulation of data and distribution, ref-
uges and miscellaneous management,
will be provided for the following game
resources and activities: Big Game, Up-
land Game, Furbearers, Waterfowl, and
Land Development and Management.
Other functions will include Game Dam-
age Control, Predator Control, law en-
forcement and miscellaneous requests.

While one man may be able to carry on
the work in areas where he can concen-
trate on one or two kinds of game, thi
will not be true in districts populated with
several major game species. Additional
men will be assigned as needed, some to.
act as assistants to the resident biologists
and others to handle major research or
development projects that require full-
time men.
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Governor, Commission
igave Hearing on
ame Situation
At the hearing held in Baker on March

3 by Governor Earl Snell and members of
the Oregon State Game Commission, rep-
resentatives of eastern Oregon farmers,
livestockmen and sportsmen were given
an opportunity to air their problems and
make recommendations about the local
game situation, particularly with refer-
ence to depredation by elk and deer.

The meeting, held under the auspices of
the Oregon Game Protective Society and
presided over by Blaine Hal lock of Baker,
was opened with the following remarks
by the Governor:

"The Chairman suggested a few min-
utes ago that he might call on me for a
few remarks for the reason that I shall
not take any part in the round table dis-
cussion that might follow.

"I assure you that it is a happy privi-
lege to be here and discuss with you these
problems and questions of mutual interest
and concern. When I learned it would be
possible for the Game Commission to be
here today, I insisted that my schedule be
arranged to permit me to be here person-
ally. I wanted the opportunity of listen-
ing to the discussion and getting first
hand information. I recognize some of
these problems and I am acquainted with
the problems of eastern Oregon for I was
born and raised here. I think I know some-
thing about them.

"I want to say that the members of this
atme Commission are just common, ordi-
ry folks like you and me, just a cross

section of community life of the state, and
they are sincerely and honestly trying to
do a job for you and the state. Of course,
their duties and responsibilities and their
authority are set up and defined by the
laws passed by our state legislature,
which is composed of men and women rep-

resenting various sections and communi-
ties throughout the entire state of Oregon.

"In administering those laws and ful-
filling their responsibilties, in administer-
ing the laws which they are sworn to up-
hold, they are called upon to make certain
decisions, important decisions, far-reach-
ing decisionsdecisions which in many in-
stances may affect your particular com-
munity of the state favorably but may af-
fect another section unfavorably; deci-
sions which may affect some industry or
business adversely, and, on the other hand,
some other lines of business favorably.
Likewise, they are called upon to make
decisions which may affect some groups
of farmers or stockmen favorably, an-
other group adversely.

"Then, too, they are faced with this situ-
ation. The sportsmen say there aren't en-
ough fish, not enough deer or selk. The
farmers or stockmen on the other hand,
say there are too many elk, too many
deer, too many pheasants; that they are
destroying their crops and that they are
experiencing a lot of trouble. The Game
Commission is trying to administer these
laws in a manner that will be for the best
interests of the entire state and all its
people. They make mistakesof course
they doand I would not give a whoop
for a Game Commission that did not so
long as they are honest mistakes and not
too many and not too costly; and so long
as when they recognize their errors, they
will be the first to recognize and rectify
them.

"We are here to learn about your prob-
lems. We want facts. We want informa-
tion. We want to have your suggestions as
to what should be done and can be done
to improve the situationwhat methods
might be employed. It is my hope that
there is some middle ground which will
meet this situation and will take care of
a lot of these problems with which we
are confronted. I think at this meeting
there should be an open and frank discus-

The Life of a Game Commissioner
What have I done, I ask, that I deserve such fate

I'm just a common fellow, but now let me relate
The trials and tribulations, the cares and wordly woes

The unkind salutations, that my Commission knows.

Say there, says one, go kill those birds, they're eatin' up my corn.
Another voice, "We want more birds"; Why was I ever born ?

And if the fish ain't bitin', it's because there's none to bite.
Yet I know there's plenty of 'em, I can't give 'em appetite.

And if the trees are buggy, and the weather isn't good,
It's because the Game Commission isn't doin' all they could.

Says another brainy fellow, "Better set the season soon."
Jumps up another yippin', "Set it late, or it's your doom."

You'll catch it if you do it, and you'll regret it if you don't,
You're a "bloomin' politician", if you will or if you won't

Even for all acts of Nature, the Commission is to blame.
I don't know why I do it, but I love it just the same.

But we all keep workin', anyway, for our birds and the fish.
'Cause down at heart, we all have got a common eager wish,

To see our State a garden spot of beauty, fish and game,
So tho' my job's a crazy quilt, I love it just the same.

Or hopes and dreams, they're all the same, no matter what you name.
'Cause we are all aimin' upward, our target it's the same.

So get on board my fellow man, in fact, let's all go fishin',
But please, dear sir, if they don't bite, don't blame the Game Commission.

PAUL T. GILBERT, in "Outdoor Nebraska."

sion of the problems and of the sugges-
tions you have to offer. Criticism ? Cer-
tainly, yes, providing it is justified and
constructive. These boys can take it,
otherwise, they would not be on the Com-
mission. Theirs is a somewhat thankless
job for very rarely do those that serve re-
ceive any expression of thanks regardless
of how ably they are discharging their
duties.

"Then too, this Commission is dealing
with a field where every single sports-
manevery single individualis an ex-
pert in this field of wildlife, game and fish.
I am one of them. I have hunted and
fished all my life and I have some very
definite ideas as to what should be done.
I have some very fixed opinions and so do
a lot of others. In fact, I wonder some-
times just how one qualifies as a sports-
man. I have my own idea. Many people
think of him as some wealthy individual
residing in the city who goes to a de-
partment store, outfitting himself in fine
equipment and clothing and then comes
hieing up here into eastern Oregon, killing
all the deer, pheasant and game, breaking
down fences, leaving gates open and
shooting livestock. That is not my idea
of a sportsman. I think a sportsman is
just any regular, ordinary individual who
likes to hunt and fish and who is a conser-
vationist at heart. I do not care whether
he has a 25-20 single short or a latest
model 30-06. I do not care whether he
has a $150 Hardy rod or an old bamboo
pole or willow stick, just so long as he
enjoys hunting and fishing and appreci-
ates fully the great outdoors and wants to
see these things perpetuated for his chil-
dren and his children's children. In my
definition that individual is a sportsman.

"I think there is a common meeting
ground for all of us and we want to ap-
proach this matter from a friendly, frank
point of view. Do not pull any punches;
let us have information and facts. I know
the Game Commission is anxious to have
that information. Out of it perhaps we
can arrive at some understanding which
will alleviate this situation and out of it
eventually a remedy. Through the medium
of a friendly cooperative approach and
mutual understanding, I think very splen-
did results can be obtained. It is my under-
standing that this is the purpose of this
meeting today. I am going to take notes
and listen with a great deal of interest.
Everybody will have a better understand-
ing of each other's problems and ulti-
mately we will find a solution of this en-
tire situation."

Other speakers included James Hanley,
vice-president of the Oregon Game Pro-
tective Society; Ed Johnson, rancher,
Haines; Ira Staggs, sheepman, Baker;
Wayne Stewart, stockman, Dayville; R. C.
Friesbie, state representative, Baker; Ed
Sullivan, Hereford; Wm. Radabaugh,
president, Baker Rod and Gun Club; Wal-
ter Cook, Keating; D. Stadman, rancher
and president, Oregon Game Protective
Society; Emery Cox, Pomona Grange;
Chas. Simpson, U. S. Forest Service.

Chairman E. E. Wilson of the Game
Commission stated that the Commission
had been trying to find the answer to the
statewide problem of game damage, both
through experiments of its own and by
seeking information as to the experience
of other states and federal agencies, but
so far a remedy had not been found. As-
surance was given of the Commission's de-
sire to cooperate with all interests and
its intention to continue the efforts to-
ward a mutually satisfactory solution.
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Commissions New Headquarters
Forced to vacate its old offices in the Oregon Building, the

Game Commission has established temporary headquarters on the
second floor of the building it recently purchased at 17th and
Alder Streets in Portland.

Contract for remodeling the building was let in February to
E. E. Settergren and the work, which is being done under direc-
tion of Barrett & Logan, Architects, is expected to be completed
around the first of June. The 100x100 building will house all of the
Portland facilities of the Commission. On the main floor will be
the general office, reception lobby, office of the supervisor, and a
number of other executive offices. Additional offices will be on the
second floor together with laboratories, conference room, library
and drafting room. The remainder of the building will be used for
warehouse and storage, including a refrigeration room to take
care of meat and furs.

Total cost for the land, building and alterations will be ap-
proximately $144,000. Retiring this amount at $7,200 a year for 20
years, the Commission will be spending less than the annual
rental that would be required for a like amount of space in a less
desirable location. Furthermore, the Commission will own the
building, which is estimated to have a 50-year life and is com-
pletely modern, and the rental savings will operate and maintain
the structure at its full efficiency. Located in a rapidly appreciat-
ing business district, the land alone has a present estimated value
of $45,000.
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Oregon took twelfth place in the sale
of duck stamps during the 1944-45 season,
with 42,200 hunters buying stamps in this
state, according to figures recently re-
leased by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.


