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1951 ANGLING REGULATIONS
IN FEBRUARY BULLETIN

The February issue of the Bulletin
will contain a summary of the 1951 an-
gling regulations adopted by the Com-
mission following its public hearings
this month.

The Commission was scheduled to
meet on January 12 to hold a public
hearing as required by statute to con-
sider seasons, bag limits and methods of
taking game fish. After publication of
tentative regulations, the Commission
will make its final findings at the ad-
journed hearing to be held the latter part
of this month.

/950 ea Rear:eat
By C. A. LOCKWOOD, State Game Director

Thirty years ago the 1921 legislature created the present form of a sepa-
rate commission to manage the wildlife resources of the State. In reviewing
the activities of the Oregon State Game Commission for 1950, I believe you
will find that it has been an outstanding year in our history.

Early in the year the Commission
published a formal statement of its poli-
cies and an outline of the program by
which it proposed to carry out such
policies. Its objective was defined as
follows: "The objective of the Oregon
State Game Commission is to provide
and maintain the maximum population

Chukar partridge are now being raised at the Commission's game farm to provide another species of
game for Oregon's upland bird hunter.

of game animals, game birds, game fish
and furbearing animals compatible with
available wildlife habitat and food, and
to permit an orderly harvest of surpluses
in a manner that will provide the great-
est benefit to the greatest number of
Oregon's citizens."

Administratively, the major move
toward carrying out our program was
the inauguration of five regional admin-
istrative areas with headquarters at

La Grande, Hines
and Bend. All game and fish manage-
ment activities in each region comes
under the responsibility of the regional
supervisor. This procedure is expected
to provide a more efficient operation in
the field, to give the general public a
closer contact with the game department
and to provide for a greater continuity
and coordination of the many phases of
the department's activities throughout
the state.

The following resume touches briefly
upon what has occurred during the past
year and is not intended as a detailed
report of the Commission activities.

Game
In game, the general program initiated

some years ago has been refined and
continued as the basic function of this
division. Three new species have been
introduced, the chukar partridge, moun-
tain goat and a lowland variety of gray
or hungarian partridge. It is hoped that
successful establishment of these can be
made to extend the distribution and
availability of our game species.

Recognizing that the amount of game
is dependent upon the available supply
of cover, food and water, the Commis-
sion has continued to expand the activi-

(Continued on Page 3)
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* THIS AND THAT
Agreement was reached again this

year with the U. S. Forest Service for
cooperative construction of three more
water holes for deer in the Deschutes
game refuge. Most of the water holes
previously constructed are holding
water and showing increased use.

* * *

During the special Starkey elk season
held in November, 103 elk were killed
by the 220 hunters checked in.

In Wasco county, during the White
River special antlerless deer season
early in December, 251 deer were taken
by 391 hunters. These deer were a part
of a migratory herd wintering in the
area and doing extensive damage to
winter wheat crops.

* * *

A population census on the Summer
Lake shooting ground taken on Novem-
ber 20 showed the following number of
birds in the area that day: 3,500 ducks,
60,000 snow geese, 2,800 other geese and
150 swan.

* * *

Fewer trapping licenses are being sold
this year than at any time in recent years
because of low fur prices. By the end of
November only 975 licenses had been
issued compared to 1,218 on the same
date last year and approximately 2,000'
in 1948.

* * *

During the quarter ending September
30, 1,163 coyotes, 237 bobcats, 60 foxes,
75 bears and 3 cougar had been taken by
the Fish and Wildlife Service trappers.
Matched funds, part of which are sup-
plied by the Game Commission, are used
to carry on the predator control pro-
gram.

* * *

Spawning operations at East Lake,
terminated the latter part of November,
resulted in a take of 3,049,423 trout eggs.

* * *

A series of net sets and temperature
readings revealed the secret of obtain-
ing lake trout eggs at Odell Lake and this
fall 56,490 eggs were taken. In 1951 no
difficulty is anticipated in satisfying the
department's requirements for eggs of
this species.

* * *

The annual conference of the fisheries
staff was held in Portland on December
18, 19 and 20 to go over the depart-
ment's program and discuss problems
pertaining to the work of the various
sections.
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"I only have enough money for one license,
dear . . . we'll have to get married

some other time."

DECEMBER MEETING OF
GAME COMMISSION

The Oregon State Game Commission
met in Portland on December 1 and 2
and again on December 15.

Much of the time was spent consider-
ing proposed game legislation and the
1951 budget.

After a hearing held December 1, the
Commission decided to shorten the spe-
cial elk season in Clatsop county from
December 31 to December 17 and im-
mediately closed two areas in vicinity of
Onion Peak and Nicolai Peak.

The Director was authorized to sign
cooperative agreement with the Bureau
of Land Management and United States
Fish and Wildlife Service regarding
management of public lands in Warner
Valley for stock grazing and wildlife use.

Winter game range acquisition pro-
gram was discussed and a preliminary
Federal Aid project authorized covering
land acquisition along the North Fork of
the John Day river.

Upon the request of the president of
the Western Association for State Game
and Fish Commissioners, the following
committee appointments for Oregon
were named: Elmer Balsiger, migratory
waterfowl; J. H. Van Winkle, reciprocal
license fees and Delbert Gildersleeve,
public lands.

Arthur Einarsen gave a brief resume
of the status of the research projects
being carried on by the Oregon Coop-
erative Wildlife Research Unit.

A delegation, representing the re-
cently organized Coos-Western Douglas
Recreational Association, appeared be-
fore the Commission with the request
that the Eel Lake lands not be sold to
private interests but be maintained for
public use. The delegation reported that

the Association had not had time yet to
formulate any definite plans but was
interested in a cooperative program for
development of a public recreationa-
area at Eel Lake. The Commission ad-
vised that it was in sympathy with the
proposal and would take no immediate
steps toward disposition of the property
pending further developments and in-
vestigations.
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1950 in Review
(Continued from Page 1)

;ies of its habitat improvement division.
Projects are now under way in most
counties of the state. Habitat develop-
ment has been done in cooperation with
many landowners, other agencies and
organizations as well as independently
by the department.

Upland game so far has received the
greatest attention in this respect as it
was felt that development work here
would yield results faster and benefit
the most people. To provide cover, there
has been an extensive shrub planting
program. While about 16 varieties of
shrubs have been tried out, the well
known multiflora rose has formed the
bulk of the plantings. It is estimated
that at the present time about 80 miles
of this living fence has been planted in
Oregon by Commission personnel. Most
of the shrubs planted produce edible
fruits as well as providing permanent
cover. Other projects to provide feed
for upland game include purchases of
small strips of standing grain, plantings
of grain and the use of feed hoppers
during the winter in critical areas. To
supply water, experiments have been
conducted with the concrete watering
device, commonly known as the guzzler.

For waterfowl, attention has been
given to possibility of developing resting
sites for use during the hunting season
and winter feeding areas. This part of
the program so far has been concen-
trated in the Willamette Valley. Proj-
ects established for benefit of big game
include range reseeding, browse prun-
ing and construction of waterholes.
Willow plantings on mountain streams
are being experimented with to develop
a food supply for future beaver trans-
plants.

Our big game herds are in a healthy
condition although a number of perplex-
ing problems confront the department
as to their future maintenance. Winter
range is a critical problem and various
procedures were inaugurated to meet
this problem. A number of key areas
have been intensively surveyed in order
to consider the feasibility of acquisition
and we have under consideration at this
time two or three areas which might
prove desirable for purchase as game
winter range. Damage to private agri-
cultural lands has made it necessary to
carry on an aggressive damage control
program by various means, including
fencing, chemical repellents, landowner
permits to kill and special seasons.

Improvements have been continued in
the propagation of pheasants and the

game farm production has been supple-
mented by the employment of additional
field rearing activities throughout the
state. During the past year 70,000 pheas-
ants were raised and released. Quail
and sage grouse were live-trapped and
stocked in areas where these species
were not present.

The beaver management program has
been carried to the point where this
species has been restored to most suit-
able areas of the state and have now
reached the carrying capacity of the land
in some areas. A continued active trap-
ping program is under way. The distri-
bution of muskrat as a cash crop has
been extended by planting suitable
marshes not supporting this furbearer.

In general, the game resources of Ore-
gon are in good condition. We have local
problems of one nature or another which

are constantly receiving attention as
must be expected when dealing with a
resource of this type. The sportsmen of
the state have enjoyed a reasonably suc-
cessful hunting season with an adequate
reserve of stock to assure continued use
in future years.
Fisheries

An extensive construction program
has been carried on to build up and place
into first-class condition the physical
properties of the Commission Much of
this work has been done in the fishery
division. Hatchery facilities have been
improved or expanded at Fall River
in Deschutes county, Fort Klamath in
Klamath county, Willamette in Lane
county, Rock Creek in Douglas county,
Butte Falls in Jackson county, Bandon
in Coos county and Wallowa in Wallowa

(Continued on Page 4)

Multiflora rose being planted by Roy Dickinson, Game Farm Superintendent.
About 80 miles of this living fence have been planted in the state by game department personnel.
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Fishway constructed over falls on Cedar Creek, tributary of Siletz River, was a joint project of the Fish
Commission and the Game Commission.

1950 in Review
(Continued from Page 3)

county. A hatchery site was purchased
along Big Creek in Lane county.

Refinements have been made in fish
feeds, fish cultural practices and in
disease control in all hatcheries. More
fish were liberated in 1950 than any pre-
vious year, a total of 455,517 pounds be-
ing released in the waters of the state.
Our method of distribution has been
improved and increased liberation facili-
ties were built early in the year. Tank
trucks, pack strings and airplanes are
used in transporting the fish. All allo-
cations and releases are based on the
fishery technician recommendations.
Several previously barren lakes have
been stocked for the first time, which
means more fishing water for the angler.

Lake trout have been present in some
of our lakes for years but have not
received much attention. However, with
catches of these fish reported in recent
years from Odell lake, it was felt that
perhaps this fishery could be developed
further. Plans therefore have been made
to raise this species at one of the hatch-
eries for future stocking of the lake.

A number of lakes and reservoirs have
been rehabilitated by removal of scrap
fish and restocked with game species.
Trash fish control was conducted last
summer in East lake, Paulina lake, Dia-

mond lake, Lake of the Woods, Crescent
lake, Davis lake, Fish lake, Waverly
lake, Olive lake, Malheur reservoir,
Beulah reservoir, Cottage Grove reser-
voir and Fern Ridge reservoir.
Heretofore neglected from the manage-

ment standpoint, development of the
warm water fishery has been added as a
new project this last year. A fisheries
agent was assigned to the Willamette
Valley to survey the possibilities of de-
veloping the fishery in that area. Sources
of bass fry were located and several
transplants made in suitable waters. As
interest in this type of fishery is wide-
spread, its development can do much to
relieve the angling stress on other game
fish.

By legislative order, a study of the
striped bass fishery in the Coos Bay area
was conducted jointly with the Fish
Commission. A detailed report will be
filed with the 1951 legislature.

For 1950, $180,000 was budgeted for
our stream improvement and fishway
and screen program and we feel that we
cannot over-emphasize the importance
of this activity.

We have continued the operation of
our own factory at Central Point for the
building of fish screens to be placed in
irrigation ditches and other diversions,
and after installation, all screens are
placed on a permanent maintenance
basis. During the past year screen boxes

have been built for, or screens installed
in irrigation diversions of Deschutes,
Union, Wallowa, Baker, Lake and Kla-
math counties. A new screen was also
installed at the outlet of Paulina lake.
Oregon is leading in the United States
with its screen program.

Approximately $8,000 was spent on
improvements to the fishway over Val-
setz Falls in cooperation with the Fish
Commission. To keep streams open for
fish migrating upstream to their spawn-
ing grounds, the stream improvement
crews have been working in the coastal
area removing obstructions and debris
accumulated in the streams as the result
of logging operations and floods. Work
has been done in the tributaries to the
Siletz, Alsea, Coquille, Umpqua, Wilson
and Nehalem rivers, and also in Drift
creek, Schooner creek, 10 Mile creek and
Woahink lake. To prevent duplication
of effort, the Fish and Game Commis-
sions are cooperating on the stream im-
provement program.

In general the fishery program has
progressed very satisfactorily and Ore-
gon anglers enjoyed an excellent an-
gling season during 1950.

Information and Education
Added personnel made possible the

expansion of the activities of the infor-
(Continued on Page 5)

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Charles A.
Lockwood, al-
though a native
of Indiana, has
spent most of his
life in Oregon
and always has
been actively in-
terested in every
form of hunting
and fishing.

He has been in the service of the Ore-
gon State Game Commission since 1933,
when he started in as a game officer at
Diamond Lake. Later transferred to
the Portland office, he at various times
handled duties in connection with fish
and bird releases and fishways and
screens.

Beginning in 1937 he served as assist-
ant state game supervisor for ten years.
In September of 1947 he was appointed
state game supervisor (title changed to
state game director in 1949) and has
acted as the chief executive officer for
the Commission since that time.

During 1950 he served as president of
the Western Association of State Game
and Fish Commissioners, which held its
annual meeting in Portland last year.
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mation and education division. An
educational program for youth organi-
zations was started this summer and
representatives of the department vis-
ited 25 camps conducted by Boy Scout,
Girl Scout, 4-H Club, Y. M. C. A. and
church groups. For the current school
year the division has scheduled a series
of appearances before junior and senior
high schools in various parts of the state.

General news coverage has been in-
creased, several informational pamph-
lets have been prepared and published
for schools and general distribution, and
a full schedule of lectures and motion
picture showings maintained throughout
the year.

Miscellaneous
We have continued acquisition of

lands on the two state-owned manage-
ment areas of Summer lake and Sauvies
Island during the year, with completion
of this phase on Summer lake and good
progress on Sauvies Island. Develop-
ment work has progressed satisfactorily
on both.

Approximately 1,975 acres of Camp
Adair lands in Benton county were ac-
quired from the federal government for
use as a wildlife restoration area, now
known as the E. E. Wilson Management
area. Development for game use and
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Trout being released in the Wilson River from a planting boat, which permits wider distribution of fish.

production was started immediately and
several buildings are now being con-
structed. A pheasant field-rearing proj-
ect was operated on the area last sum-
mer and 16,000 birds raised and released
there. Eventually most of the pheasant

crash fish control each year requires a large investment of Commission funds, much of which could have
been avoided if anglers in previous years had not been careless with live minnows. (Continued on Page 6)

rearing activities now handled at the
Eugene and Corvallis game farms will
be transferred to the new area.

The research phase of both our fishery
and game program has been strength-
ened at the Oregon Cooperative Re-
search Unit. Basic game research has
been handled by the Unit for the last 15
years, and as a result of negotiations in
1950 fishery research also will be con-
ducted by the Unit. A number of basic
investigations are under way in both
fields.

It has been the policy of the Commis-
sion to stress cooperation with other
agenciesstate, federal and privatein
order to promote better management of
the state's wildlife resources.

The River Basin Studies division has
continued its investigations as to possi-
ble effects on our fish and wildlife re-
sources of proposed reclamation, flood
control, irrigation and navigation proj-
ects. In order to see that proper consid-
eration is given to these resources when
such projects are undertaken, the divi-
sion has spent much time maintaining
liaison with the various agencies con-
cerned and in preparation of detailed
reports.

The increase in the number of anglers
and hunters in Oregon during the last
ten years is almost unbelievable. In
1940 there were 176,000 license holders
and in 1949, 397,055. Elk and deer hunt-
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1950 in Review
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ers alone in 1949 harvested an estimated
7,526,000 pounds of game meat. This
constantly rising population rate in the
state results not only in a greater de-
mand on our fish and game but also
reduces the available habitat in which to
maintain these resources.

To accomplish the objective quoted at
the beginning, we will require coopera-
tion from you as a hunter, fisherman or
just a plain citizen for the program can-
not be carried out without your support.

Do you want to receive this
BULLETIN each month? If so,
send in your name and address
and you will be placed on the
mailing list free of charge.

Watersheds of Oregon.

Watershed Rainbow

1950 FISH LIBERATIONS*
Eastern

Cutthroat Brook Steelhead
Chinook
Salmon

Silver
Salmon Yanks Totals

1 14,300 145,808 49,729 3,360 101,952 315,149
1,356 14,241 2,896 6 118 18,617

4,561,700 41,290 1,007,456 5,610,446
76,733 3,541 4,963 85,237

3 307,972 3,075 135,615 446,662
30,805 207 483 31,495

202,289 79,930 282,219
7,813 258 8,071

2,717,224 1,854,415 293,632 4,865,271
119,358 19,991 115 139,464

6 113,218 34,200 147,418
6,800 290 7,090

7 42,414 2,100 44,514
7,675 420 8,095

8 257,059 82,150 19,128 341,200 699,537
10,865 26 1,422 110 12,423

9 178,231 134,275 7,751 320,257
1,952 853 735 3,540

10 4,525 4,525
1,010 1,010

11 12,640 12,640
2,400 2,400

12 14,785 8,000 22,785
2,521 200 2,721

13 61,938 18,006 79,944
1,699 682 2,381

14 773,229 763,427 1,536,656
5,555 3,835 9,390

15 1,284,613 15,268 131,002 552,950 1,983,833
29,466 2,045 452 1,490 33,453

16 1,357,631 8,610 16,000 384,365 1,766,606
38,503 1,260 32 317 40,112

17 54,792 81,376 28,692 164,860
1,258 11,545 2 542 15,345

18 79,852 144,317 24,207 28,028 276,404
9,076 22,563 1,676 1,358 34,673

TOTALS 12,038,412 656,169 4,077,030 73,936 387,725 711,622 634,832 18,579,726-
354,845 56,281 33,763 4,572 323 5,508 225 455,517

* As of December 1, 1950. NOTE: Figures in black indicate poundage.
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1950 BAND-TAILED
PIGEON REPORT

Field measurements made during the
1950 pigeon season show a slight increase
in kill per hunter over the previous year.
Available data indicates that pigeon
numbers have been declining for the
past several years.

Manpower was not available to check
as many hunters in 1950 as in 1949; how-
ever, an adequate cross section was
obtained. Pigeons are a migratory bird,
and therefore the numbers present in
the state fluctuate from year to year.
The long-term comparison of kill data
reflects the number of pigeons, although
migrations may cause fluctuations from
year to year.

More pigeons are killed during hot dry
weather. The 1950 season was excep-
tionally hot and this is reflected in the
kill increase shown in Table 1.

TABLE 1
WESTERN OREGON HUNTING CHECK

BAND-TAILED PIGEON
Success

Ratio Birds
Hunters Pigeons Per Man

Year Checked Killed Day
1946 74 394 5.32
1947 304 1,053 3.41
1948 466 1,405 3.01
1949 1,173* 2,678 2.28
1950 947 2,253 2.38

*Southwestern Oregon data not included.
Migrations occurred after the open season.

The heaviest hunting pressure occurs
at mineral springs in the Willamette
Valley. Of the nine springs where com-
parative data is available, five showed a
higher success in 1950 while four showed
a decline.

The ratio of adult birds to young birds
gives cause for concern. Approximately
1,950 birds were classified for age. The
results are in Table II.

TABLE II
AGE RATIO OF PIGEON KILL

Year Adult: Young Ratio
1949 310 : 100
1950 327: 100

This data indicates a poorer hatch
during 1950. It must be remembered
that a pair of band-tailed pigeons gen-
erally will lay only one egg per year. In
a species with such a low reproductive
potential, conservation must be started
prior to a decline if annual hunting sea-
sons are to continue. Hunting pressure
is constantly increasing and regulations
must first consider maintenance of the
resource, not acquiescence to the meat
hunter.

The beaver has the swimming power
more highly developed in his hind feet
than has any other quadruped.

HUNTING ACCIDENTS IN 1950
There were 12 hunting accidents during the 1950 hunting season, 4 fatal and 8

non-fatal. Careless handling of firearms was again the major cause of accidents.
All but four of the accidents took place during the regular deer season.

Following is a tabulation of hunting accidents caused by gun fire regarding which
the Game Commission has information. However, the list may not be complete as
the law does not require an official report on accidents to be made to the Commission.
Deaths caused by heart attack, drowning, and traffic accidents are not included.
Game Season Cause of Accident Fatal Non-Fatal
Deer

Deer
Deer

Deer

Deer
Deer

Deer

Deer
Elk

Accidental discharge of hunting partner's rifle when partner ran
and stumbled. 1

Mistaken for a deer. Victim wore a red ski cap 1

Victim shot in foot when hunting partner's gun accidentally
discharged.
Three hunters hanging deer in tree where weapons were placed
when rifle with a faulty safety discharged, wounding victim in the
foot.
Mistaken for bear going through underbrush.
Shot three times in right leg by unknown party. Victim was wearing
a red shirt and a red rag on his hat
Accidental discharge of hunting partner's .22 caliber rifle while gun
was being unloaded.
Victim shot by member of another hunting party
Mistaken for an elk. Victim was wearing a red and black plaid
jacket.

Waterfowl Accidental discharge of shotgun while stepping from boat. Victim
reached for end of barrel to lift gun from boat.

Pheasant Received a full charge of shot in the chest while pulling hunting
partner up an irrigation ditch bank by the barrel of his shotgun 1
Mistaken for deer (party of three shooting out of season). - 1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

WARNER VALLEY FEDERAL
LAND AGREEMENT

A cooperative agreement calling for
management of federal lands in Warner
Valley for stock grazing and wildlife use
was signed in Portland last month by
Daniel L. Goldy, Bureau of Land Man-
agement Regional Administrator, C. A.
Lockwood, Oregon State Game Com-
mission Director, and Leo Laythe, U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service Regional
Director.

The three-way pact is one step to
wards establishing the Lake county
valley as a key waterfowl resting and
breeding area in conjunction with a live-
stock industry. Provision is made for
continued management of stock grazing
resources on Warner Valley public
lands by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and joint management and pro-
tection of wildlife resources by the three
agencies involved.

Included in the agreement are 29,000
acres of federal land, located mainly in
marginal areas at the north end of the
mountain-rimmed valley. State lands,
composed almost entirely of large lake
beds, including the 1,500 acre Petri
Marsh, are not involved in the present
agreement. The Game Commission re-
gards Petri Marsh as the heart of the
Warner Valley waterfowl breeding area.

The present agreement is part of a

recommendation made recently by the
Lakeview Chamber of Commerce which
has taken an active interest in the War-
ner Valley question.

Stockmen, wildlife interests, and
agriculturists have taken a keen inter-
est in the status of Warner Valley lands,
both state and federal, since 1948 when
the State Land Board revealed plans for
reclamation and development work in
the valley involving 33,000 acres of state
land. These lands are part of the irre-
ducible school fund under the jurisdic-
tion of the Land Board.

Wildlife authorities, including Dr. Ira
Gabrielson of the Wildlife Management
Institute, recognize Warner Valley as
one of the most important remaining
breeding areas for ducks and geese in
the United States. The valley is also a
vital link in the Pacific Flyway for ducks
and geese.

Waterfowl May Live
Several Decades

Waterfowl live much longer than up-
land game birds, the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service states. In captivity,
European geese and swans have lived
70 or 80 years, and ducks from 15 to 40
years. Wild ducks, geese and swans do
not live as long, but wild banded ducks
have been reported as old as 18 years,
and geese and swans at least 20 years old.
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each supervisor responsible for the fish and game activities in his area.

Wayward Waterfowl
Shot This Season

Several wayward waterfowl, far from
their usual haunts, were taken by hunt-
ers at Summer Lake and Warner Valley
public shooting grounds this fall. The
most unusual record was a black duck
shot November 10 at the Summer Lake
shooting ground by William Denley of
Portland. Denver Fleming, a wildlife
management student at Oregon State

College, immediately spotted the black
duck, when Denley checked out his kill.
Denley turned the bird over to Fleming
for the Oregon State College collection.
This is the first black duck taken in
Oregon; rarely does the bird stray west
of the Mississippi Valley. Nimrods on
the eastern seaboard know the black
duck well, for it is the number one sport-
ing duck in that area.

Summer Lake hunters also took two
Oldsquaw. This is a colorful northern

marine duck occasionally seen off the
Oregon coast. Another wanderer was a
young black brant shot on the Warner
Valley shooting ground. Waterfowl
hunters on the coastal bays are familiar
with the bird, but this is the first black
brant to appear in the interior part of
the state. The small cackling goose is
frequently called a "brant" by eastern
Oregon hunters. The "cackler" is
actually a dark, minature variety of the
Canada goose.


