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By R. U. MACE, Chief Biologist

Authority for the Game Commission to issue separate deer tags was
granted by the 1947 legislature. These tags have an information card at-
tached which is returned to the Commission after the hunt is completed.
Such a system has provided an opportunity to evaluate the annual deer
harvest which is necessary in managing any natural resource subject to
fluctuations of abundance. Similar tags in use for the past several years
by elk and antelope hunters have made it possible to measure the kill of
these less numerous species.

Heretofore, the Commission has not
had an effective means of measuring the
hunter pressure and success during the
deer season. Field checks by agents dur-
ing the hunting period have provided an
indication of the success but this method
is admittedly spotty and subject to many
variable factors. The separate deer tag
now offers an opportunity to eliminate
these variables and statistically analyze
the harvest. Success in a venture of this
type, which deals with the hunting pub-
lic, necessarily depends upon the whole-
hearted cooperation of individual hunters.

Information which can be provided by
the separate return card system includes :
(1) A determination of the total number
of deer and elk hunters in Oregon; (2)
total deer and elk kill in the state; (3)
hunter pressure by areas and by dates;
(4) success of hunters by areas and by
dates; (5) general antler classes of ani-
mals killed; and (6) the trend in annual
harvest as data accumulates. A measure-
ment of these factors is essential in the
practical administration of Oregon's big
game resources.

In order to acquire the conscientious
support of Oregon's hunters, the Com-
mission's Public Relations Department
emphasized the importance of the infor-
mation to be obtained. The effectiveness
of this program is attested by a high per-
centage of cards returned. The data sup-
plied by Oregon's deer and elk hunters is
considered ample for statistical purposes
and indicates the interest of hunters in
sound game management. The Commis-
sion wishes to take this opportunity to
express its appreciation for the cooper-
ative response received in this very es-
sential program.

In order to take full advantage of the
facts provided, a machine analysis of the
reported information was conducted.

Since the hunters of Oregon, because
of their excellent cooperation, are respon-
sible for these results, a summary is pro-
vided for the information of the public.
An attempt has been made to present this
data in an understandable manner. Much
more detailed information is available but
the following summarizes the important
facts.

GENERAL DEER SEASON
Information on the 1948 deer kill is

shown in Table 1. The 1948 deer season
extended from October 1 through October
20 and was open in all counties except

(Continued on Page 4)

Game Bills Passed
By Legislature

Thirty-two bills relating to game and
game fish were passed by the legislature
this year. Many of the bills were of minor
importance, their purpose being either to
repeal or amend out of date laws. A sum-
mary of the bills passed follows :

H. B. 97. Requires nonresident land-
owner to have license to hunt or fish on
his own property.

H. B. 110. Authorizes Fish and Game
Commissions to cooperate with federal
government on federal projects involving
fisheries and game and to accept funds
for conservation and preservation of such
resources.

H. B. 132. Authorizes Game Commis-
sion to modify hunting and angling reg-
ulations after holding a hearing.

H. B. 135. Closes Illinois river to boat
fishing above Briggs creek.

H. B. 136. Requires canneries pro-
cessing sport-caught fish to keep chron-
ological record of all fish canned and au-
thorizes Game Commission to inspect
such records.

H. B. 137. Provides that shooting
(Continued on Page 7)

Bull elk going Over the top of a hill in the Show Mountain area of Union county.
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* THIS AND THAT *
A census of salmon anglers on the low-

er Rogue on the tenth day of April by
Game Commission field men revealed 203
boats with 525 anglers crowded into the
twelve-mile stretch between Wedderburn
bridge and the mouth of Lobster Creek.
"A mess of boats" was the comment from
the field agent.

Plantings of the first 100,000 multifiora
rose bushes were started last month in
all the game districts of the state. Uma-
tilla and Lake-Klamath districts received
25,000 of these non-spreading rose bushes
while the other districts received 5,000
each. These first plantings are on a dem-
onstrational basis. In other sections of
the country these roses have proven high-
ly successful in providing feed and cover
for upland game and also valuable as
stock-proof living fences for the farmers.
The Game Commission's habitat improve-
ment department is also testing other de-
sirable shrub species to determine their
adaptability to Oregon climate and has
on order 80,000 plants.

*

Statewide upland game census was in-
itiated during early March and has been
completed throughout the state. Early
reports indicate a satisfactory winter sur-
vival of pheasants and a fair winter
carryover of valley quail as well .

*

Sites have been chosen for the field
rearing of pheasants on Sauvies Island,
the Willamette Valley, Douglas county
and Wallowa county. Field projects also
are planned for Summer Lake and the
Madras area. This phase of the game
bird propagation program is being grad-
ually expanded each year since its incep-
tion a few years ago.

* * *

At the Summer Lake Management
Area much of the planting of the crop
lands is in. Excellent progress is being
made in the continued dike erection fol-
lowing winter curtailment of this work
until about the middle of March.

* * *

Test fish-population studies have been
made in the lower Umpqua and Siuslaw
districts by electrofishing with direct cur-
rent in streams. Satisfactory results
were obtained, pointing toward more ex-
tensive work at a later date in connection
with an inventory of fish present in the
tributaries.

* *

"Duck stamp" sales from July 1 to De-
cember 31, 1948, totalled 1,897,828, the
Fish and Wildlife Service announces. Ore-
gon sales were fourteenth in the nation,
the total being 54,492 stamps. Minnesota
was in first place with 158,000, Texas
second with 149,702, and California and
Illinois third and fourth with 131,766 and
104,722.

Tagging Experiments
Trout in several Oregon stream sys-

tems have been marked with metal tags
which have been applied to the lower jaw.
The purpose of the tagging program is
designed to aid in giving the answers to
many questions. For example, it has been
postulated that rainbow trout which are
planted in the coastal streams return as
summer steelhead. By marking a quant-
ity of the species and checking the fish
as they return it is hoped that informa-
tion concerning the situation will be ob-
tained. Then too, the biologist is con-
cerned with the problem of "homing" in
the steelhead. Knowledge is desired con-
cerning the possibility that steelhead
raised in a river system will tend to re-
turn to that river rather than to the
stream in which they were planted. It is
not understood whether steelhead should
be stocked in the headwaters or near tide-
water.

The success of the tagging program
will depend to a considerable amount up-
on help from fishermen. A sincere effort
to return tags to a Game Commission
representative in the field or to the Port-
land office will be appreciated.

Birds can see most of the colors hu-
mans can see.
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April Meeting of the
Game Commission

The regular meeting of the Oregon
State Game Commission was held on Fri-
day, April 8, at its offices in Portland.

Authorization was granted for the pur-
chase of an easement and right-of-way
from Frank Graves and installation of
necessary equipment to provide a domes-
tic water supply for the Summer Lake
wildlife management area.

Applications of Alfred Bert Ramsey,
Medford, and Lynn Avery Dickson, Port-
land for recommendation to the game di-
vision of the State Police were approved.

With reference to request for recon-
sideration of guides' applications from
the Rogue River area that had been re-
jected because the applicants had been
convicted of game or commercial fishery
code violations within a two-year period,
the Commission denied the issuance of
the licenses until the two-year periods
had expired.

The Supervisor reported that the
Grants Pass Irrigation District on sev-
eral occasions had lowered the water at
Savage Rapids dam and had not given
proper notice in spite of the Game Com-
mission's request that its representatives
be given 48 hours notice in order to make
necessary preparations to salvage any
fish that might be stranded. It was or-
dered by the Commission that if any fish
were lost as a result of the Irrigation Dis-
trict's neglect to give due notice of the
fluctuation of the water in Rogue River,
the Supervisor be authorized and in-
structed to take necessary criminal ac-
tion through the Attorney-General's office
to prosecute for wanton waste of game
fish.

The remainder of the day was spent in
conference with the district agents dis-
cussing game problems in their respec-
tive areas.

Juveniles Not Allowed
To Hunt Alone

Many juveniles and their parents are
unaware that the law prohibits any per-
son under the age of 14 years to hunt
with a gun off his own premises unless
he is accompanied by his parents or legal
guardian. Section 82-331, 0. C. L. A.
reads as follows :

"No person within the state of Oregon
under 14 years of age shall be issued a
hunting license or be permitted to hunt
with a gun on lands, other than his own
premises, or those of a parent or legal
guardian, unless accompanied by said
parent or legal guardian."

A person under the age of 14 years is
not required to have a license to hunt ex-
cept for big game animals like deer, elk
or antelope. He legally cannot obtain such
a license nor use it off his own premises
unless he is accompanied by his parent or
guardian.
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The 1949 Beaver
Pelt Sale

A beaver pelt sale was held at the Game
Commission office on March 31 at which
time 3,538 pelts were sold for $66,341.57.
Ten buyers representing firms in New
York, Denver, Seattle and Portland sub-
mitted sealed bids. More than one-half
of the pelts were purchased by Contin-
ental Fur Corporation, New York. The
sale averaged $18.75 per pelt, which is
considerably less than a like number of
pelts sold for in the last two years. In
1947 they averaged $47.23 and in 1948 the
average was $30.35.

Of the gross income, $19,954.74 will be
returned to the 765 participating land-
owners under the cooperative beaver
management program, $17,075.69 will be
paid to 28 trappers who were employed
to trap on a share basis, and $29,311.14
will be retained by the Game Commis-
sion and used for the salaried employ-
ment of seven part time trappers and
eight permanent trappers. The men em-
ployed on a permanent status are strate-
gically located throughout the state to
give immediate attention to all areas
where beaver damage occurs. During the
winter months they dead trap and pelt
the animals. Throughout the balance of
the year the beaver are live-trapped and
transplanted to locations where their ac-
tivities will be beneficial in soil and water
conservation. Beaver are only trapped
from areas where they are causing dam-
age.

Even though market prices on most
commodities remain high the fur market
since last year has been very dull with
little demand and price for any type of
fur except mink. The market on this
item has also shown signs of weakening
this spring. Because of the unsettled
market condition, the beaver pelts were
held until this late date in the hope the
price would come up. This did not ma-
terialize and there is little indication it
will do so at least for the balance of the
year.

The twenty per cent federal luxury tax
on furs and the vast amount of duty-free
Russian fur imports have had a near dis-
astrous effect upon the trapper and fur
industry. Until these situations are
remedied or modified the future of the in-
dustry is uncertain.

MAY-JUNE CALENDAR
Trout General Season. Open both

months.
Trout Tidewater; Opens June 15.
Jack Salmon, over 12" Open both

months.
Steelhead, Salmon, over 20" open both

months.
Spiny-ray Fish Open both months.
Predators Open both months.
NOTE : Consult official synopsis of reg-

ulations for local exceptions.

"JOE BEAVER" By Ed Nofziger

Ynrnf Serrim, U. S. Deputment of Agriculture

"Is this the forest litter you're always talking about, Joe?"

Fawns Like To
Be Left Alone

Time again to warn soft-hearted but
misguided individuals against the prac-
tice of picking up fawns in the woods or
along roadsides. The mother deer is ac-
customed to parking her young while she
goes on a search for food but has every
intention of returning for it. A fawn
should never be picked up even if it ap-
pears to be deserted and starving. Baby
deer are inclined to look thin and hungry,
but are all right and have a good chance
of survival if left alone.

What happens if a fawn is picked up
and taken home by an individual to be
kept as a pet ? For a year or so it is a
cherished pet. Then as the deer grows
older, it becomes unmanageable, a nuis-
ance to the neighbor's garden, and often
dangerous to human life. The deer then
either has to be killed or even if released
it has become domesticated and is in-
clined to return to its home territory. The
Game Commission policy during the past
year has been to deny anyone a permit
to keep fawns, which have been taken in-
stead to the game farms. There the deer
are cared for until old enough to release.
However, the deer would be much better
off if they are left alone to grow up in
their natural habitat.

God has lent us the earth for our life.
It is a great entail. It belongs as much
to those who are to come after us, and
whose names are already written in the
book of creation, as to us, and we have no
right, by anything we do or neglect, to in-
volve them in any unnecessary penalties,
or to deprive them of the benefit which
was in our power to bequeath.Ruskin.

* * *

Pelicans often unite to drive fish into
shallow water where they can be caught
more easily.

Joint Aerial Antelope
Survey Completed

The first cooperative antelope survey in
this area was completed last month. Ore-
gon, California, Nevada and Idaho joined
forces to make airplane counts of an-
telope simultaneously.

The survey was the outgrowth of a
meeting of representatives of the four
state game departments held in Lakeview
early in March. At that meeting the
necessity of a cooperative venture was
pointed out due to the migration of some
antelope herds back and forth across the
state lines. A cooperative survey was de-
cided upon with Leonard Springer of the
Fish and Wildlife Service coordinating
the efforts of the several state game de-
partments.

The work this year was highly success-
ful. Airplane census of the herds that
overlap in the four states showed a total
of 14,359 antelope observed in approxi-
mately 116 hours of flying time. Oregon
observations included 7,037 antelope, not
all of which migrate into the other states.
These figures do not represent the total
antelope populations in the various states
but will be used to make comparisons
with observations in following years to
establish trends. It is planned to con-
tinue this joint activity so as to facilitate
a more comprehensive management of
the antelope in the four states.

An interesting sidelight of the obser-
vations was that in past years each state
has observed in the neighborhood of 40
coyotes while making its aerial count.
This year only two were observed by Cali-
fornia flyers, one by the Nevada men and
one by those working in Oregon.

Smelt License
Sales High

The 1949 smelt run in the Sandy river
attracted a record number of noncom-
mercial dippers as indicated by the Game
Commission's sale of 42,309 smelt li-
censes. This exceeded last year's sale by
almost 10,000.

At the rate of fifty cents a license, the
total revenue was $21,154.50. A special
crew of license sellers had to be employed
by the Game Commission to handle the
crowds. More than 30,000 of the total
licenses sold were purchased the first few
days of the run. The supply of licenses
on hand was exhausted unexpectedly and
a rush order had to be placed for addi-
tional license forms.

The duration of the 1948 and 1949 runs
was about the same and longer than any
runs recorded during the past ten years.
This year's run started March 24 and
was over on April. 9. The dates for the
1948 run were March 27 to April 10. Since
1940, there has been a run each year with
the exceptions of 1944 and 1947.

Money received from the sale of smelt
licenses is earmarked for improvement of
the Sandy river.
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1948 Deer and Elk Kills
(Continued from Page 1)

Sherman and Gilliam. Buck deer having
not less than forked antlers were legal.

The deer kill analysis was based upon
cards received through December, 1948.
Since that date additional returns have
been submitted. It is planned to use these
late arrivals as a means for establishing a
ratio on unreturned cards. By applying
this ratio from late returns to the total
number of unreturned cards, a reliable
estimate of the total kill can be projected.
A total of 163,989 deer tags were issued of
which 128,302, or 78.2 per cent were re-
ceived by January 1 and analyzed. Since
late returns will increase this percentage
somewhat, the information supplied by
the separate deer tag system in Oregon
is considered to be adequate for manage-
ment purposes.

A total of 36,838 deer kills were ana-
lyzed and are indicated by counties in
Table 1. In addition, the percentage of the
statewide kill which the county figure rep-
resents is also shown. On the basis of the
128,302 return cards included in this re-
port, 28.7 per cent of Oregon's hunters
were successful in bagging a buck last
year.

Many of the unsuccessful hunters did
not indicate on their return cards the
county or counties in which they hunted.
The number of cards on which this infor-
mation was available, however, made it
possible to break down the total return on
a percentage basis so that the number of
hunters per county could be estimated.
The hunter success in each county is based
upon the ratio of the buck kill to the total
number of hunters participating.

An important consideration in deer
herd management is the percentage of the
total buck kill represented by forked ant-
lers. It is recognized that certain over-
age bucks revert to forked antlers but, by
and large, this antler class represents the
immature animals. An increase in this
percentage generally indicates heavier
hunting pressure and a reduction in the
number of mature bucks available. Based
upon field checks during past hunting sea-
sons, a yearly increase in the percentage
of forked antlered deer harvested has
been evident. This information is sub-
stantiated by the facts available through
means of the separate deer tag.

Generally, the percentage of forked
antlered deer in the kill varies directly
with the hunting pressure exerted in pre-
ceding years. This is emphasized in Tilla-
mook county where much of the hunting
area was closed for several years before
the 1948 opening. Although the concen-
tration of hunters was exceptionally
heavy last fall, the forked antlered kill
represented only 38.7 percent of the total
as compared to 51 per cent in Clatsop
county where the pressure has been con-
tinuous.

In order to arrive at an index for corn -
paring hunting conditions in 1948 with
those in following years, the area and kill

MAY, 1949

County

Number
of

Hunters

TABLE I.
GENERAL DEER SEASON

% of % of
KILL Hunters Forked

No. % Successful Antlers

County
Area In

Sq. Miles

Bucks Harvested
Per Square Mile
(Comparative

Index)Baker 4,357 1,594 4.3 36.6 43.6 3,084 0.5
Benton 2,168 469 1.3 21.6 52.7 647 0.7
Clackamas . . . 1,574 323 0.9 20.5 48.9 1,890 0.2
Clatsop 2,700 731 2.0 27.1 51.0 820 0.9
Columbia 2,456 408 1.1 16.6 52.5 646 0.6
Coos 4,947 1,110 3.0 22.4 49.0 1,611 0.7
Crook 3,655 1,149 3.1 31.4 44.0 2,980 0.4
Curry 1,316 335 0.9 25.5 42.1 1,622 0.2
Deschutes . . . 6,667 2,018 5.5 30.3 56.5 3,041 0.7
Douglas 6,619 1,616 4.4 24.4 44.1 5,062 0.3Grant 7,724 2,809 7.6 36.4 50.3 4,532 0.6
Harney 7,215 3,024 8.2 41.9 49.2 10,132 0.3
Hood River 1,312 156 0.4 11.9 54.5 529 0.3
Jackson 6,444 1,265 3.4 19.6 32.5 2,817 0.4
Jefferson 761 227 0.6 29.8 43.2 1,794 0.1
Josephine 2,417 365 1.0 15.1 39.7 1,625 0.2
Klamath 7,791 2,874 7.8 36.9 43.8 5,973 0.5
Lake 9,919 3,573 9.7 36.0 54.3 8,270 0.4
Lane 6,141 1,317 3.6 21.4 45.2 4,594 0.3
Lincoln 2,462 504 1.4 20.5 52.4 1,006 0.5
Linn 2,380 589 1.6 24.7 46.2 2,204 0.3
Malheur 2,427 821 2.2 33.8 41.7 9,870 0.1
Marion 1,916 396 1.1 20.7 50.0 1,173 0.3
Morrow 1,349 363 1.0 26.9 54.0 2,059 0.2
Multnomah 303 30 0.1 9.9 43.3 424 0.1
Polk 1,911 484 1.3 25.3 47.1 739 0.7
T i l l a m o o k . . . . 7,758 3,025 8.2 39.0 38.7 1,115 2.7
Umatilla . . 3,862 831 2.2 21.5 46.2 3,231 0.3
Union 4,273 1,053 2.9 24.6 46.4 2,032 0.5
Wallowa 4,279 1,159 3.1 27.1 38.8 3,178 0.4
Wasco 1,449 287 0.8 19.8 43.2 2,387 0.1
Washington . . 2,040 699 1.9 34.3 38.8 716 1.0
Wheeler 1,764 699 1.9 39.6 47.5 1,707 0.4
Yamhill 1,693 438 1.2 25.9 53.7 709 0.6
Miscellaneous 97 97 0.3 -Tag Holders
Not Hunting 2,156
STATE
STATE
TOTALS 128,302 36,838 100.0 94,309

AND
28.7 46.7 0.4AVERAGES

Summary of Return : 163,989 deer return cardstags issued and 128,302 analyzed.
78.2 per cent of total deer tag sale used as basis for analysis.

TABLE 2.
SPECIAL DEER SEASONS

Name of
Season

Date Number of
Hunters Bucks

KILL
Does Fawns Total

% of Hunters
SuccessfulCrooked Creek Sept. 18-21, inc. 195 54 87 35 176 90%

Silver Lake Dec. 18-22, inc. 458 308 122 430 94%
Totals and 653 54 395 157 606
Averages 93%

for each county have been converted to
"Bucks Harvested per Square Mile".
These index figures cannot be used as a
direct comparison of hunting conditions
between counties but will provide a trend
of hunting conditions for a particular
county after comparative data has been
collected over a period of years. This
measurement of hunting trends, as well
as trends in population, herd composition,
and environmental phenomena, is the
most important long-range consideration
in big game management.

Past experience has indicated that the

heaviest kill occurs during the first three
days of the season. Facts, as provided by
the return cards, bear this out. On open-
ing day, 19.9 per cent of the total kill was
bagged. This was followed by 12.3 per
cent on the second day and 9.1 per cent
on the third day. This percentage dropped
off to 4.2 per cent on the fourth day, which
was Monday. The kill declined during the
first week with a noticeable increase dur-
ing the weekend. This trend continued
throughout the season with a decrease on
weekdays and an increase each weekend.

(Continued on Page 5)



MAY. 1949 Page 5

1948 Deer and Elk Kills
(Continued from Page 4)

During the last three days of the season,
an increased kill occurred as more unsuc-
cessful hunters competed to fill their tags
before the closing date. It appears that
variations in the length of the season
have little or no effect upon distributing
hunter pressure since the greatest effort
is expanded at the season's opening and
over the weekends.

Two special deer seasons were held in
1948 with a total of 653 hunters partici-
pating. Of this number, 606, or 93 per
cent were successful in bagging a deer.
As is generally the case, hunter success
during special deer seasons is very high.

Since 1938, twenty of these seasons
have been held on mule deer ranges to ac-
complish specific game management ob-
jectives. A total of 20,501 deer have been
removed during this period and the yearly
area and harvest involved in antlerless
deer seasons have been minute when com-
pared to the entire range and population
of mule deer in Oregon. Although the
harvest of antlerless deer has been small
compared to the yearly state-wide kill
of bucks alone, such management prac-
tices have been decidedly beneficial to the
deer herds involved.

It is emphasized that over eastern Ore-
gon as a whole the total numbers of mule
deer are inadequate to supply the demand.
The problems involved which necessitate
special seasons are not ones of general
mule deer over-abundance but of improp-

r's er distribution. Due to the fixed habits of
a particular deer herd in utilizing one
specific winter range, certain areas be-
come overstocked while other ranges
could support greater numbers.

This situation requires consideration of

A successful deer hunter.
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each mule deer herd as an individual unit.
The Game Commission's policy is to en-
courage increases of deer on understocked
ranges by means of the buck law and
crop surpluses on over-stocked winter
ranges by means of special antlerless sea-
sons.

Because the herds are widespread on
summer ranges during the general deer
season, special seasons are usually held
later in the year when the problem herd
is concentrated on its winter range. This
action results in the controlled removal
of a pre-determined number of antlerless
animals in an orderly manner.

As emphasized previously, the condi-
tions affecting each herd vary and the
necessary action must be based upon
these conditions. Therefore, the time of
removal, number of permits and sex in-
volved will be different for each season.
Only by applying management to each
herd on the basis of reliable facts is it
possible to realize an orderly system of
harvest in Oregon's deer herds.

Archery Seasons
Three special archery seasons were in

effect during 1948. These included the
Mt. Emily area in Union and Umatilla
counties, Cove area in Union county, and
Canyon Creek area in Grant county.

Although the sport of archery is not
followed by many of Oregon's hunters, the
interest is growing.

Free permits were issued to all appli-
cants for the 1948 season and checking
stations were not operated. A question-
naire was attached to the permit for use
by the archer in reporting his hunt. A
total of 254 permits were issued and 232
archers reported. Of this number, 186
hunted and 46, or 20 per cent, did not hunt.
Some archers hunted in more than one
area and this accounts for the discrep-
ancy between the number of hunters and
the total participants by areas.
ing the 1947 season.

Archery is recognized to be a conserva-
(Continued on Page 6)

A total of ten deer were harvested dur-
ing the archery season. Of the 186 arch-
ers reporting, 5.4 per cent were successful
in bagging a deer as compared to a 3 per
cent success among the 154 archers dur-

Dates of
Area Season
Mt. Emily Sept. 18-Sept. 28 72
Cove Sept. 18-Sept. 28 22
Canyon Creek Sept. 18-Oct. 20 107
State Totals

No. of
Archers* Bucks

2
2

Kill
Does Fawns Total
2 4

2
4 4

% of Hunters
Successful

5.6
9.0
3.7

and Averages 186 4 6 10 5.4%
*Some archers hunted in more than one area, which accounts for the variance between
individual area total and the grand total of 186.
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tion measure. A philosophy which em-
phasizes sport rather than hunter success
must be encouraged if full recreational
values are to be realized from the game
resources of the state. Especially is this
true today when an ever-increasing hunt-
ing pressure is being exerted. It is hoped
that the interest in archery and other con-
servative harvesting techniques will con-
tinue to grow in Oregon.

GENERAL ELK SEASON
Information on the 1948 elk kill is

shown in Table 3. The 1948 general elk
season extended from October 25 through
November 2 in specified sections of west-
ern Oregon and from October 25 through
November 11 in eastern Oregon.

Bull elk having antlers with three
points or more, including the brow tine,
were legal in western Oregon. Restrict-
ing the kill to mature bulls has proved a
satisfactory management practice as ap-
plied to the Roosevelt elk. This species, in
contrast to the Rocky Mountain form, is
very localized in its range and a regula-
tion protecting yearling bulls insures
breeding stock for future years, at the
same time providing an opportunity for
annual harvesting. Hunting success has
remained fairly constant under this sys-
tem of management. In addition, yearly
hunting seasons have assisted in breaking
up localized herds, thus encouraging a de-
sirable dispersal to adjacent ranges.

Parts of Union, Wallowa, Umatilla,
Baker and Grant counties were open only
to bull elk with visible antlers while either
sex was legal in the remainder of eastern
Oregon east of The Da lles-California
Highway. The basis for the either-sex
regulation was to control elk numbers on
southeastern Oregon browse ranges which
are so essential for deer herd mainte-
nance during the winter months. Bulls
only were legal in the northeastern part
of the state which includes the better
bunch grass ranges more suitable for elk
production than the browse sections. In-
dividual problem herds within these two
general classes of range were treated by
means of specialized harvests.

As with the deer kill, the number of
hunters per county was pro-rated on the
basis of those cards where this informa-
tion was indicated. A high enough per-
centage of cards provided this data to in-
sure reliable estimates of numbers.

The kill column is divided into bulls,
cows and calves. Numbers of elk in each
class are given for the counties where the
season was open. The percentage which
the county kill represents of the total
state-wide kill is also provided. Direct
comparisons cannot be made between
counties as to kill and hunter success be-
cause of varying conditions and regula-
tions in effect. For example, the kill in
western Oregon under the three-point
rule would be lighter than in eastern Ore-
gon where either-sex elk were legal. Fur-
thermore, regulations within certain eas-

tern Oregon counties permitted either-sex
hunting in some sections and only bull
elk hunting in other parts. Elk kill data
will serve to determine trends in harvest
where counties are subjected to similar
regulations over a period of years.

When commenting upon the deer kill,
it was pointed out that the percentage of
forked antlers in the total buck kill was
important. The same criterion applies to
elk as far as yearling or spike bulls are
concerned. An increase in the percentage
of these spikes indicates heavier hunting
pressure and the intensity of the drain
upon more mature bulls. The table pro-
vides data on the spike bull percentage
where this age class of bulls were legal
to hunt. It is felt that the majority of elk
hunters harvest any animal which is legal
so the problem of selectivity on the part
of the individual hunter should not alter
the spike bull kill percentage, irregard-
less of the type of season in effect.

Graph number 2 shows the trend in the
percentage of elk killed by dates through-
out the season. Hunting pressure is heav-
iest at the beginning of the season with
some increases over the weekends.
Weather conditions probably affect hunt-
ing success during elk season more than
in the deer season. An increase in the kill
was very pronounced on November 7,
which was Sunday. This was undoubtedly
due to more favorable hunting conditions
and the increased number of participants
on the weekend preceding the season's
close.

A total of 1,487 hunters participated in
the five special elk seasons held in 1948.
Of this number, 746, or 50 per cent, were
successful in bagging an elk. Hunter suc-
cess is relatively high when compared to
that experienced during the general elk
season.

The Ten Mile Lake and Dora seasons
(Continued on Page 7)

TABLE 3.
GENERAL ELK SEASON

Count.
Number of
Hunters Bulls

KILL
Number

Cows Calves Total %

% of
Hunters

Successful

% of
Spike
BullsClatsop 1,292 163 163 3.4 12.6

Columbia 105 14 14 0.3 14.3
Coos 647 99 99 2.1 15.6
Deschutes 112 8 8 0.2 7.1
Douglas 331 33 33 0.7 10.3
Klamath 53 2 2 0.0 3.8
Lane 148 19 19 0.4 12.8 -
Lincoln 176 21 21 0.4 11.9
WESTERN
OREGON
SUB-TOTALS 2,864 359 359 7.5 12.5

250 124Baker 2,145 225 559 12.5 28.6 30.2
Crook 109 12 10 10 32 0.7 29.4 16.6
Grant 3,898 406 559 155 1,120 23.4 29.4 34.2
Harney 304 19 28 11 58 1.2 19.1 15.7
Jefferson 2 1 - 1 0.0 50.0

13Malheur 263 19 9 41 0.9 16.4 53.8
Morrow 999 119 211 75 405 8.5 41.4 32.8
Umatilla 2,846 625 155 57 837 17.5 30.1 43.2
Union 2,293 434 147 59 640 13.4 28.7 39.6
Wallowa 1,877 473 47 18 538 11.3 29.4 41.4
Wheeler 102 9 10 5 24 0.5 23.5 33.3
Miscellaneous 123 2.6
EASTERN
OREGON
SUB-TOTALS . . .14,838 2,335 1,437 523 4,418 92.5 28.9 33.4
Tag Holders
Not Hunting 209
GRAND TOTALS 17,911 2,694 1,437 523 4,777 100.0
AND AVERAGES 26.7 33.4

Summary of Return : 22,311 elk tags sold and 17,911 return cards analyzed.
80.3% of total elk tag sale used as basis for analysis.

TABLE 4
SPECIAL ELK SEASONS

Number of KILLName of Season Dates Hunters Bulls Cow s Calves Total
% of Hunters

SuccessfulTen Mile Lake Sept. 4-7, inc. 75 5 11 1 17 23%
Chesnimnus Oct. 25-Nov. 2, inc. 174 - 117 40 157 90%
Dora Nov. 20-23, inc. k, 47 1 16 5 22 47%
Baker Dec. 4-8, inc. 367 19 30 16 65 18%
Ukiah-Birch Dec. 11-31-inc. 824 100 286 99 485 59%
TOTALS AND 1,487 125 460 161 746
AVERAGES 50%
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were held in western Oregon. Due to very
dense cover and the small number of ani-
mals involved, the harvest was expected
to be low. In view of this, the Commis-
sion strongly advised only those familiar
with the country to apply for permits.

A third consecutive special season was
held in the Baker area. Although only a
small number of elk were involved, the
season was necessary to accomplish a
management objective. Because of the
wide dispersal of elk and difficult terrain
involved, the hunter's chances of success
were low. As with the Dora and Ten Mile
Lake seasons, the Commission attempted
to discourage those unfamiliar with the
country from applying for permits.

Hunter success was higher in the Ches-
nimnus and the Ukiah-Birch Creek sea-
sons because of easier hunting conditions
and the greater numbers of elk involved.
The primary function of these and other
special seasons, of course, was to effect a
control of a problem herd.

Numbers of permits, areas, and dates
are established on the basis of accom-
plishing individual objectives.

This brief review of hunter kill infor-
mation on Oregon's deer and elk re-
sources is but one phase of the informa-
tion so essential in establishing a long-
range management program for big
game. It is, however, a phase in which

all big game hunters must directly as-
sist by devoting a few moments time in
rendering a complete report of their hunt-
ing success. The Commission is grateful
for the excellent cooperation received and
will continue to disseminate the informa-
tion derived from deer and elk return
cards.

Duck Hunting Made Hard
Two expert hunters observed at the

Malheur shooting ground during the last
waterfowl season had worked out a novel
scheme for testing their shooting skill
and at the same time making a full day's
sport out of what otherwise would have
been a 30-minute shoot to fill their limits.

It was noticed that the hunters were
letting all birds fly by undisturbed if they
were not within range of a certain spot
in the marsh. Closer investigation re-
vealed that a square of about 30 feet had
been marked off and in it placed a "kitty"
out of which was collected a reward each
time a bird was shot so that it would
drop inside the square. A duck paid off $1
with the amount doubled for a greenhead
mallard, while a goose brought $5.

The whiskers of cats are special organs
of touch. The base of each whisker is
surrounded by many nerves, and the cat
can feel the slightest pressure on the ends
of the whiskers.

Game Bills Passed
By Legislature

(Continued from Page 1)
hours for migratory waterfowl shall be
as set by federal government each year.

H. B. 138. Prohibits the loan or trans-
fer of any license or tag from one person
to another. Also prohibits an individual
from purchasing more than one hunting
or angling license or more deer, elk or
special tags than required by law.

H. B. 196. Repeals law establishing
a minimum length limit for trout in Wal-
lowa and Union counties as this is cov-
ered by Commission regulations.

H. B. 197. Prohibits fishing from any
boat or floating device on the following
waters : Sandy river above Viking bridge;
Miami and Kilchis rivers above U. S.
Highway 101 bridge; Smith river (trib-
utary of Umpqua river) above a point
400 feet below the Smith River Falls.

Prohibits fishing from any gas-pro-
pelled boats on Deadhorse, Campbell and
Blue lakes in Lake county.

Prohibits use of motor boats on Clear
lake in Linn county; Todd lake in Des-
chutes county; Olallie and Horseshoe
lakes in Jefferson county; Frog lake in
Wasco county; Breitenbush lakes in Ma-
rion county; Lost Lake in Hood River
county; Timpanagos and Opal Lakes in
Douglas county and Davis lake in Des-
chutes and Klamath counties.

H. B. 217. Defines powers of Game
Commission and Director.

H. B. 260. Amends previous act cre-
ating the Polk County Game Refuge.

H. B. 286. Restricts angling in Mill
creek (Marion county) to persons under
18 years of age.

H. B. 328. Increases hunting and ang-
ling license fees to following amounts :
resident hunting, $4; nonresident hunting,
$35; resident angling, $4; nonresident
angling, $15; nonresident 7-day angling
license, $5; resident combination, $7; ju-
venile hunting, $2; juvenile angling, $2.

H. B. 329. Increases resident elk tag
to $7.50 and nonresident elk tag to $35.

H. B. 330. Increases resident deer tag
fee to $1 and nonresident deer tag to $15.

H. B. 332. Increases game breeder's
license from $2 to $5.

H. B. 333. Increases the fee for spe-
cial big game hunting tags from $5 to
$10.

H. B. 335. Increases fee for trapper's
license from $3 to $6.

H. B. 395. Authorizes construction of
dams in the Rogue river approximately
ten miles farther downstream.

H. B. 401. Amends present beaver
law by requiring landowners to submit
written complaints when damage to prop-
erty is being caused by beaver.

H. B. 432. Requires license agents to
charge fee of 25 cents for issuing a hunt-
ing or fishing license costing $5 or more
and 10 cents under $5.

H. B. 508. Eliminates tithing of game
fund.

(Continued on Page 8)
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Duck and Goose
Numbers Increase

The "encouraging increase" in the con-
tinent's duck and goose populations, re-
ported by the Fish and Wildlife Service,
was estimated at 12 per cent for ducks
and 32 per cent for geese.

The Service's annual inventory of
North America's migratory waterfowl
on the wintering grounds, conducted Jan-
uary 11-14, also revealed a 39 per cent
increase in the brant population, a 20 per
cent increase in swan, but a 56 per cent
decrease in coot. The heavy decline in
coots, reported on wintering grounds in
the Western United States and below the
U. S. border, created a decrease of 1 per
cent in the total continental waterfowl
population.

Of all waterfowl seen in the inventoried
areas, ducks comprised about 75 per cent
of the population; coots, 12 per cent;
geese, 10 per cent; brant, less than 1 per
cent; and swans, less than 1 per cent.

Sixty-one per cent of the inventoried
waterfowl were seen on wintering
grounds within the United States; 27 per
cent in Central America and Mexico; 4
per cent in Canada, and less than 1 per
cent in the West Indies.

Mallards made up almost one-third of
all waterfowl wintering this year in the
continental United States. The mallards
appeared most heavily in the Mississippi
Flyway.

Second most numerous waterfowl spe-
cies was the pintail, accounting for slight-
ly more than 15 per cent of the total U. S.
wintering population. Largest pintail con-
centrations were seen in the Pacific Fly-
way.

Least numerous species seen within the
United States during the winter inven-
tory were the buillehead, swan, American
brant, black brant, and blue-winged teal.

Mallards were the most numerous spe-
cies observed in the Pacific Flyway, fol-
lowed by pintails, baldpates, snow geese,
and Canada geese. The Pacific Flyway
recorded an increase of 16 per cent over
Fish and Wildlife Service statistics for
the 1948 winter, in total numbers of
waterfowl in the United States. The fly-
way held 36 per cent of the wintering
waterfowl this year.

The Flying Dragon glides from tree to
tree on sails of thin skin, which stretch
over its movable ribs.
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S. B. 42. Provides further restrictions

for commercial fishing in the Umpqua
river.

S. B. 69. Classifies mountain goat as
a game animal.

S. B. 70. Repeals law providing for
year around season for two Wallowa
county lakes designated annually by the
Game Commission.

S. B. 71. Amends laws to provide for
forfeiture of trapping as well as hunting
and angling licenses in case of conviction
for law violation.

S. B. 74. Authorizes Game Commis-

sion to enact tagging regulations for
game fish, game and nongame birds,
game animals and furbearing animals.

S. B. 248. Classifies foxes, fitch, mink,
chinchilla, rabbit or caracul raised in
captivity as domestic furbearing animals
and not subject to game laws.

S. B. 417. Creates a sports fishing
area in a specified section of Coos Bay
in which striped bass may be taken by
angling only; and instructs Fish and
Game Commissions to make a joint sur-
vey of the striped bass in Coos Bay, Coos
river and tributaries and submit report
of findings at next legislative session.

A camel can drink 25 gallons of water
in half an hour.


