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Three cooperative farm game areas
will be operated in the Willamette Val-
ley this year for pheasant hunters. They
are located in the vicinity of Silverton,
Monmouth and Tangent. The areas in
vicinity of Orenco, Lincoln and Shaw
used last year have been eliminated
from this year's program.

Cock pheasants also will be stocked
on lands owned or controlled by the
Game Commission at Fort Stevens,
Sauvies Island, Fern Ridge, Camp White
and Camas Swale.

* * *

Numbers for several Oregon highways
have been changed recently, but the
changes were not noted in descriptions
for the eastern Oregon hunter's choice
deer areas and eastern Oregon bull elk
boundaries.

The old highway numbers appear in
these hunting boundary descriptions,
and hunters using maps of recent issue
are reminded that U. S. Highway 26
from Vale to the Oregon coast via
Prineville and the Warm Springs cut-
off has replaced portions of former U. S.
Highway 28 and Oregon Highway 50.

In Wasco county the hunter's choice
deer boundary description gives former
State Highway 23, now U. S. Highway
197, and another segment of old State
Highway 50, now State Highway 52.

* * *
A tally of 54 elk bagged is given by

Game Agent Ted Laughlin of Enterprise
for the Troy special elk hunt held
August 23 through 28.

This band of elk has caused extensive
damage to grain, hay, and clover on
ranches in the Eden area where these
big game animals spend the summer,
and 200 permits were issued on a draw-
ing basis for the hunt.

Game agents checked 183 hunters into
the area and the conduct of the hunters
was termed excellent. The area was
very dry and unfavorable for tracking,
but most of the hunters saw elk. Regu-
lar elk tags were used for this hunt and
those lucky in bagging an animal will
not be able to participate in the general
elk season.

* * *

Habitat improvement department re-
ports that lotus seedings for big game
in the Tillamook Burn are growing well.

SAUVIE ISLAND SHOOTING
GROUND RULES

Sauvie Island public shooting ground
area will be open, with a few exceptions,
to waterfowl hunting only on Tuesdays,
Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays
during the general season. Shooting fee
for the blind area is $3 a day and the
permits may be obtained only by ad-
vance reservation through the Portland
office of the Game Commission. Permits
for designated free lance area cost $2 a
day and will be sold only at the man-
agement area checking station on a first
come, first serve basis. The area will be
open to a limited number of hunters on
each shooting day, depending upon
hunting conditions.

The free lance area will be open to
pheasant hunting during the regular
season from noon October 24 to Novem-
ber 2. Because the pheasant and water-
fowl seasons are concurrent this year,
pheasant hunters will have to have the
free lance permit ($2) to enter the area
and must check in and out. Pheasant
shooting hours will be the same as for
waterfowl, one-half hour before sunrise
to one hour before sunset.

WATERFOWL REGULATIONS
Oregon waterfowl hunters will enjoy

a 70-day straight season this year be-
ginning at noon October 24 and run-
ning through January 1. This is an ex-
tension of 10 days over last year. All
Pacific Flyway states chose the straight
season in preference to the split season.
California and Arizona have the same
opening date as Oregon, while Idaho's
season opens October 11 and Washing-
ton and Nevada on October 17.

To the general bag and possession
limit of six ducks, hunters will be al-
lowed to add two widgeons or two pin-
tails, or one of each, making a total of 8
birds. The bag limit for geese remains
at six a day or in possession but not
including in such limit more than 2
birds of the dark species such as the
common Canada goose and the white-
fronted goose. The regulations have
been changed, however, to provide a
separate limit of 3 brant. Formerly this
species was included in the goose limit.

Another revision in this year's regu-
lations permits the shooting of migra-
tory game birds from a boat or other
craft having a motor attached if "such
craft is fastened within or tied imme-
diately alongside of any type of sta-
tionary hunting blind."

Surprisingly enough, the small Ruddy
Duck lays the largest egg of all wild
ducks.

COVER PICTURE
Youngsters in summer camp listen intently
to wildlife lecture of Game Commission
education assistant Ron Shay.

(PHOTO BY TOM MC ALLISTER)
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THE WORD "CONSERVATION" is
a new word, but to

many old-timers it is synonymous with
the word "preservation." Adult educa-
tion programs have for many years
been attempting to teach sportsmen,
parents and teachers the real meaning,
the modern meaning . . . "WISE USE."
If progress has been made in that direc-
tion, it is certainly difficult to observe
it in the everyday sportsman one en-
counters in the field during hunting
season or along a stream during the
fishing season. Of course, there are
many exceptions to this seeming indict-
ment of sportsmen in general, and it is
with extreme pleasure that we acknowl-
edge those who understand wildlife
conservation to mean the management
of this resource so as "to provide and
maintain the maximum population of
game animals, game birds, game fish
and furbearing animals compatible with
available habitat and food, and to per-
mit an orderly harvest of surpluses in
a manner that will provide the greatest
benefit to the greatest number of Ore-
gon's citizens."

The Oregon Game Commission's pro-
gram of conservation education for the
youth of the state is less than three
years old, but it is already obtaining
results. Just a few weeks ago I talked

By AUSTIN F. HAMER, Education Agent

with a man whose son had attended a
Boy Scout camp in which wildlife con-
servation had been taught by one of our
trained representatives. He had this to
say about our work. "When I first read
about your program in the various sum-
mer camps, I thought it was just a waste
of time to try to talk to kids who were
in camp to have a good time, and who
probably wouldn't pay much attention
to a dry talk by some wildlife expert.
My son showed me how wrong I was.
We were fishing on one of the high
lakes a few weeks ago. Everything was
just right and the fish were striking
with enough frequency to make things
interesting. We were both catching some
nice fish and had our limits early in the
evening. Instead of quitting, I suggested
that we take advantage of the evening
hours when fishing would be even bet-
ter. Here was our chance to make a
really good catch. But, who knocked
the props out of that idea? My own son.
It seems that he had heard one of your
wildlife conservation instructors up at
scout camp. This fellow told about the
tremendous increase in the number of
fishermen, and how important a good
sportsman is to the future of hunting
and fishing in Oregon. Obeying the
hunting and fishing laws is the best way
they can demonstrate their good sports-
manship. Well, after a lecture like that

from that twelve year old boy of mine,
you can bet your hat I didn't insist on
catching any more fish. What's more,
every time I am tempted to fish just a
little longer when fishing is hot, I'll
remember the things my son said to me
about good sportsmanship."

Stories similar to this one are being
told by fathers all over the state. Scout
leaders are hearing them and telling us
about them, 4-H Club agents and lead-
ers are hearing and seeing the results of
our work, and even mothers and fathers
are beginning to see a little less of the
unnecessary destruction of songbirds
and other harmless creatures of the
wild. Perhaps the preachings of our
biologist-educators are having an effect
upon the youngsters who attend sum-
mer camps.

Whatever we are doing to instill an
appreciation of wildlife, its management
and wise use, we are doing for well
over seven thousand boys and girls of
almost every county in the state. This
last summer, our five staff members
visited 41 camps for 105 separate ses-
sions. Among those were 12 4-H Club,
4 Boy Scout, 5 Girl Scout, 7 Camp Fire
Girl, 5 Y.M.C.A., and 6 denominational
camps. Our participation in the pro-
grams of these various camps has been
entirely by invitation, and each year

(Continued on Page 6)
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The Northeast Region
By W. H. BROWN, Supervisor

MOST OREGON SPORTSMEN are
aware of the excellent hunting

and fishing to be found in the Northeast
Region, but few are familiar with vari-
ous activities of the State Game Com-
mission organization in this region
which is charged with the management
of those resources.

The Northeast Region (Number IV),
was set up in the spring of 1950 for the
purpose of coordinating the field opera-
tions of the various departments of the
Game Commission and to give more
efficient use of manpower and equip-
ment. A headquarters office, warehouse
and shop was established at La Grande
to expedite the work of the 14 perma-
nent field employees who are respon-
sible for the activities in the 9 counties
which make up the Region.

For the purpose of game manage-
ment, Region IV is divided into the fol-
lowing 4 districts: The Wallowa district
covering Wallowa county with field
agent Ted Laughlin, Enterprise, in
charge; The Northeast district covering
Union and Baker counties with field
agent Karl Morton, Baker, in charge;
The Grant district covering Grant
county with field agent Clyde Smith in
charge; The Umatilla district covering
Umatilla, Morrow, Gilliam, Wheeler and
the west half of Sherman counties with
field agent Vic Masson, Pendleton, in
charge. Field agent Glen Ward, Hepp-
ner is responsible for the work in the
south half of the Umatilla district.

Big Game
During the 1951 deer season, 34,314

hunters killed 15,670 deer in the North-
east Region. Thus, 45.7 per cent of the
deer hunters were successful. The state-
wide average was 35.1 per cent. These
figures indicate the importance of big
game to the area and explain why big
game work takes up a large share of
the field agent's time.

Forage studies on winter ranges are
an important phase of deer and elk
herd management work, as the availa-
bility of winter feed normally deter-
mines the carrying capacity of big game
ranges. Census work is conducted in the
late winter when the deer are concen-
trated in order to determine the trend
of deer population on each herd range.
This information is obtained by riding
horseback over predetermined routes on
each major winter range. The number

of deer observed per mile of travel is
compared with the results of previous
years to indicate the percentage of in-
crease or decrease of the deer herd.
Herd composition data is obtained in the
fall and early winter before the bucks
shed their antlers. At this time the per-
centage of bucks to does and the fawn
crop for the year is determined. The
data obtained in November and De-
cember 1951 shows 26 bucks per 100
does and 85 fawns per 100 does as an
average for the 20 major herd ranges in
Region IV.

In 1951, a total of 20,507 elk hunters
killed 3,679 elk in the Northeast Region.
Thus, 17.9 per cent of the elk hunters
were successful. Of the total Oregon elk
kill, 82 per cent were taken in Region
IV.

Field work on elk follows much the
same pattern as that for deer, with the
exception that elk are much more diffi-
cult to census. Ground census data is
supplemented by a considerable amount
of airplane census work on these ani-
mals.

A considerable tonnage of block salt
is dropped from the air in an effort to
control distribution of big game animals
and provide for their mineral needs.

Game damage problems take a good
share of the field agent's time. Panels
are provided for protecting haystacks

from deer and elk use. Woven wire tree
cages protect small orchard trees from
game damage. Permanent fences pro-
tect high value crops. Hazing and herd-
ing with horses helps protect grain and
other farm crops from elk damage. Spe-
cial seasons are sometimes required to
handle critical situations.

Small Game
Field agents also do waterfowl and

upland game census work and handle
game liberations. An interesting phase
of this operation was the release of ap-
proximately 1,900 chukar partridge in
the lower John Day drainage this sum-
mer. It is hoped that this introduction of
a new game bird to the area will pro-
vide additional sport to hunters in the
future.

Habitat improvement is the respon-
sibility of John Ely, field agent, La
Grande. This includes planting shrubs
for food and shelter for upland game
birds, grain planting for upland game
and waterfowl, construction of water-
ing devices for upland game and the
construction of quail roosts.

Fisheries
Fisheries operations for Region IV are

handled by field agent Homer Campbell,
La Grande. During 1952, over 771,000
trout were liberated in the Region.
Total weight of these fish was over
31,600 pounds. In 1951, approximately
29,000 pounds of fish were planted in
the same area. Rainbow trout stocking
totalled 589,000 fishcutthroat, 130,000,
eastern brook, 30,000, and lake trout,
10,000.

(Continued on page 8)

The Northeast Region (No. IV)
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There are no hatcheries for largemouth bass in Oregon, but this fine game fish isn't being overlooked. Fishery
Agent Fred Locke, whose specialty is warm-water game fish, and his summer assistant Dave Kowitz have netted

thousands of young bass and transplanted them to new waters or small earthen rearing ponds.

LARGEMOUTH BASS

The young bass'are available for netting only about one week after leav-
ing their nest, the period when the male bass escorts his young to keep
hungry neighbors away. Water temperatures apparently control the suc-
cess of bass spawning and hatching, and the appearance of the bass

schools varies from mid-June through early July.

From net to boat, to milk can, to truck and then away to a new home,
this one a borrow pit along Highway 99 East near Jefferson. Bass cap-
tured and planted this way in Cottage Grove reservoir in 1950 were
reproducing this summer, and in another few years the reservoir should be

well populated with largemouth bass.
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YOUTH EDUCATION
(Continued from Page 3)

the number of invitations has increased,
and the same ones extended again. We
had to disappoint several camps because
our schedule was filled.

What has made our conservation
education program popular with camp
directors and campers alike, we feel, is
our method of presentation. Before the
camp season started, we made arrange-
ments to attend the counselor training
periods in many of the camps. This gave
us an opportunity to explain our work
to these young leaders. They picked up
our enthusiasm and transferred some of
it to the campers in their unit. Since
attendance at our wildlife sessions was
voluntary in many of the camps, it was
necessary to sell the counselors on the
value of our program.

However, it 'was impossible to attend
all counselor training sessions around
the state, so our men were instructed
to arrive in camp on the evening
preceding their first scheduled day.
They attended the evening campfire
and told stories about animals, fish,
hunting or fishing. Some of the stories
were fictitious, such as the "Side Hill
Gouger," the "Gilli-gal Fish," while
others were true to life hunting stories.
Some of our staff are gaining consider-
able fame with their story-telling art.
But the main thing about this part of
our work is that we get acquainted with
the youngsters as a person. We have
some interesting things to talk about,
and we tell things in a way that inter-

ests the children. That is the only sales
talk we need; our classes the next day
are filled to overflowing.

Experience has shown that young-
sters are interested in things they can
touch and handle as well as look at.
Each of us carried specimens of deer
antlers, tails and feet. In talking about
deer these specimens are displayed
before being passed around for closer
inspection. It is interesting to note the
reaction of various youngsters when
told that the age of a buck deer
cannot be definitely determined by
counting the antler points. They some-
times look quite perplexed when they
discover that the feet of buck and doe
deer are so similar that the tracks
made are nearly identical. Various
mounted game bird specimens are a
part of the collection brought to camp
to help these young campers become
acquainted with the birds which they
might see close by. Each instructor em-
phasizes the wildlife living in the area
in which the camp is located.

Pelts of various furbearers are a
never-ending source of pleasure and
interest to youngsters. Here they have
an opportunity to see the difference
between the mink and the muskrat, or
the beaver and the otter. Coyote, rac-
coon, cougar, bobcat, red fox, and gray
fox are also carried. In addition to
answering questions concerning the
market values of the pelts of these ani-
mals, our instructors explain the bio-
logical value. In other words, coyotes
may even have some value to farmers

Mounted game birds, specimens of deer antlers, tails and feed, and pelts of furbearing animals
are displayed by the wildlife instructors at each camp.

and ranchers because they help to con-
trol destructive rodents. Why should all
coyotes be declared killers? It doesn't
take children long to understand this
sort of reasoning, and they are soon ask-
ing questions about bounties, predators,
and trapping seasons. The value of the
beaver as mother nature's hydraulic
engineer, the effect of these small beaver
dams upon the flow of water down-
stream, and the effect upon fish life is
discussed pro and con. In every case,
the beaver and all other animals are
talked about from the standpoint of
their benefit to man as well as their
destructive activities, if any.

In spite of their spellbound interest,
kids can get tired of sitting and listening
to someone talk. They want some action,
and we give it to them on a "hunting
trip." Sure, we go huntingfor tracks
of various large and small animals, for
the food plants which are necessary to
their well-being, and for many kinds of
trees, shrubs and flowers. Where the
situation is ideal, on one such trip we
can show them how soil is formed, how
it is eroding to form valleys and farm-
land, and how it is being destroyed be-
cause the vegetative cover is being re-
moved. They then proceed to tell us
that animals and birds will no longer
have food or shelter in such areas, and
that the fish will find the streams be-
coming unfit for their needs. On such
trips, youngsters are regular pack rats.
They gather various kinds of cones,
leaves, flowers, rocks, insects, feathers,
and anything else that happens to catch
their fancy. When we all return to camp,
the job of labeling these precious items
is of first importance.

The men who teach wildlife conserva-
tion in summer camps must be able to
take part in all camp activities. Those
of us on the permanent staff have had
several seasons' experience, but col-
lege men are hired for temporary work.
We have been extremely fortunate in
our selections, and have had men who
were intensely interested in this phase
of conservation work and who fit right
in with every situation. Camp directors
and counselors have praised highly the
personality and ability of these men to
handle youngsters and accomplish such
a thorough job of conservation teaching.

Each part-time man is given a short
training course during which he is fully
indoctrinated to understand that his first
responsibility is his wildlife instruction.
He must use his own ingenuity to de-
velop youngsters' interest and draw a
high percentage of camp attendance. If
he does a good job at the first evening

(Continued on Page 7)
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YOUTH EDUCATION
(Continued from Page 6)

campfire, he'll have lots of eager camp-
ers at his wildlife sessions the next day.
As song leader he may not be the best,
but he picks up clever camp songs here
and there and teaches them to other
campers as he goes along. We have all
been called upon to give a short talk of
inspirational nature at morning or eve-
ning chapel, or lead a prayer. At one
camp the wildlife instructor had talked
about the place in nature for each and
every form of wildlife and how God had
created them for a purpose. As the
group filed quietly out of the chapel,
one little fellow came running up and
grabbed his arm. "Say, what good are
mosquitoes, anyway?"

If someone were to ask me to sum-
marize in one sentence the purpose and
objectives of our wildlife conservation
education program in Oregon, I would
say, "To create better sportsmen." Many
things go to make up a good sportsman.
He loves the outdoors and all of the
wild things which live there. He realizes
the importance of sound management of
the wildlife resource in order to assure
a continued supply of game and fish for
the use of our citizens. A good sports-
man obeys the regulations concerning
the harvest of wildlife because he knows
he is helping to promote wise use. These
and other things concerning our natural
resources are the things we talk about
to the young campers of the state, shar-
ing our experience wtih them and help-
ing them to enjoy their camping experi-
ence to the utmost.

"JOE BEAVER" By Ed Nofziger

Foreet Service. U. S. Department of Aviculture

"To use our natural resources wisely, we should teach more conservation
to our youngsters."

This packet of bitter brush seed handed to C. A. Hansen, Portland sportsman, by Game Commission
Receptionist Mary Pearsall represents an ambitious program by Multnomah Anglers and Hunters Club
members like C. U. Clark who, observing this first distribution, knows that thousands of hunters will
have an opportunity to plant the valuable deer food this fall while on hunting treks in eastern Oregon.

Hunters Plant Bitterbrush Seeds
A small yellow packet displayed this

fall on the counter of sporting goods
stores in the Portland area will bring to
the attention of many hunters the value
of a nondescript shrub known as bitter-
brush. Each package contains bitter-
brush seeds and simple directions for
planting while afield in the Eastern
Oregon deer ranges.

Through the efforts of the Multnomah
Anglers and Hunters Club, and partic-
ularly their big game committee chair-
man, Kenny Nordstrom, 24,000 bitter-
brush seed packets will be readily avail-
able to hunters interested in fostering
the growth of this important deer food
plant while on their annual trek to
Eastern Oregon deer ranges.

The shrub merits this attention be-
cause it is the principal winter food of
our mule deer, and loss of bitterbrush

stands, mainly through overgrazing,
means less deer supported on winter
ranges and consequently fewer deer in
hunting season.

A note in the packet explains that
bitterbrush is a deciduous shrub of the
rose family and is sometimes called
"quinine brush" because of its bitter
taste. As one of the most valuable
browse plants in the West, it furnishes
food for big game in the spring and
winter when food supplies are critical,
and is grazed by livestock in the sum-
mer and fall.

Seeds for the project were collected
in Wasco county by club members. In
addition to 100 sporting goods stores in
the Portland area, the Game Commis-
sion has accepted a quantity of bitter-
brush packets for distribution from its
Portland, Bend, Hines, and La Grande
offices.

KLAMATH BASIN
SHOOTING GROUNDS

Establishment of new game manage-
ment areas in the marshlands of Klam-
ath Basin, long a favorite of waterfowl
hunters, will make available to the gen-
eral hunting public several thousand
acres as a result of either land acquisi-
tion by the Game Commission or coop-
erative arrangements with other agen-
cies.

The 2,400 acre Rocky Point unit in
the Upper Klamath area, owned by the

United States Forest Service, has been
set aside as a public shooting ground
for this season under a cooperative
agreement between that agency and
the Game Commission. It is adjacent to
the Federal Klamath Wildlife Refuge,
which remains closed to hunting.

Also in the upper Klamath area are
the Shoalwater Bay and Squaw Point
units. The former consists of 1,200 acres
purchased during the past year by the
Commission. At Squaw Point 365 acres

(Continued on page 8)
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THE NORTHEAST REGION
(Continued from Page 4)

Fish for stocking are provided by the
Wallowa hatchery at Enterprise and by
Oak Springs and Wizard Falls hatch-
eries, which are located in the Central
Region. A total of 15,000 largemouth
bass were seined from Willamette val-
ley ponds to stock Cold Springs reser-
voir near Hermiston.

A productive phase of the fishery
program is the rehabilitation of lakes
and reservoirs that have become over-
stocked with undesirable fish. In 1951,
Cold Springs Reservoir near Hermiston
was treated with rotenone to remove an
overpopulation of carp, squawfish and
other trash fish. The reservoir was
stocked this summer with 15,000 large-
mouth bass from Willamette Valley
ponds. Bluegills will also be introduced
when available. McKay Reservoir, near
Pendleton is scheduled for chemical
treatment in 1952 if water conditions
are suitable. This reservoir will be
stocked with rainbow trout, however.

A bag limit of 30 eastern brook per
day in the high lakes of the Wallowa
Mountains has been allowed because of
the overstocked condition of most of the
60 lakes in the area. The present over-
population of eastern brook is causing
the fish to become stunted and heavier
angling pressure is needed to balance
fish numbers to available food. Lake
trout have been introduced into Eagle
Lake as an experiment to see if they
will produce a larger fish for the angler.

Hebo Lake and the headwaters of
Hurricane Creek have been chemically
treated to remove stunted eastern brook.
Present plans call for stocking these
waters with the exotic golden trout
from Wyoming in 1953. Eggs will be
taken from the fish planted in Hurri-
cane Creek to stock other lakes.

Investigation of dams to see that mi-
gratory fish such as salmon and steel-
head may pass over them takes up
much of the field agent's time. The low
water period in northeastern Oregon
streams is a critical time for salmon.
The task of aiding their movement is
therefore important.

A comprehensive study of methods of
screening irrigation ditches has been

Personnel of the Northeast Region

conducted during the past two years.
The results indicate that fish losses
through irrigation and other diversions
from streams that contain migratory
fish are considerable.

At present, over 200 fish screens are
installed in irrigation ditches in the
Northeast Region, and the program is
being steadily expanded.

A trap was placed on the outlet of the
by-pass of a screen on the Westland
Canal, a diversion from the Umatilla
River at Echo. This device caught all of
the fish that passed into the canal and
they were transferred into a holding
pond from which they were later hauled
to the Columbia River and released.
This operation was necessary because
water levels below the diversion were
insufficient to support fish. Between
April 14, when trapping started, and
July 3, when fish stopped running, 11,-
160 yearling steelhead and 219 spent
adult steelhead were saved. Tons of
suckers were removed from the trap
and destroyed during this period.

Six men are employed to install and
care for these fish screens. During the
season when no irrigation is being done
they are kept busy assisting the field
agents with their duties. These men are
located as follows: Kenneth Goebel,

garbed for winter work afield.

Wallowa; Wallace Bradshaw, Enter-
prise; Cecil Motley, Halfway; Bert
Wirth, Richland; Wayne Huff, Echo; and
Don Bradshaw, La Grande.

Alvin Bennett, La Grande, is respon-
sible for handling beaver damage com-
plaints for the Region. The remainder
of his time is spent in assisting the field
agents.

This has been a brief review of the
activities of your Game Commission's
team in the Northeast Region. We in-
vite you to drop around and get better
acquainted.

KLAMATH BASIN
SHOOTING GROUNDS

(Continued from Page 7)
will be open to hunting, of which 239 are
owned by the State Land Board and
the balance by the Game Commission.

In the Lower Klamath Straits unit
191 acres of land have been acquired
by the Commission. This area is acces-
sible to hunters by boat only.

Hunting will be permitted without
any additional charge on all of these
areas and no checking in or out is re-
quired. Boundary lines of all units will
be marked.
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