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Banding record of a female pintail
duck shot November 11, 1952, on Upper
Klamath Lake by Harlan Robinson of
Klamath Falls told a story of travel
in the course of a year. The bird had
been banded November 5, 1951, on
Maui Island, Territory of Hawaii. Band-
ing of waterfowl is carried on by the
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and re-
ports on any banded birds should
be forwarded to that department at
Washington, D. C.

* * *

The housing shortage for wood ducks,
which nest only in hollow trees, will
be improved by the current program
for construction of wood duck nest
boxes. This year game agents plan to
erect 1,000 nest boxes converted from
surplus ammunition boxes purchased
at the Hermiston Ordinance depot and
an additional 200 boxes have been
built at the game farms. The general
public has also been interested in the
program and several hundred wood
duck nest boxes are being built by
school children, Boy Scouts and others.
James Rasmussen, 79 year old retired
North Bend builder, has turned over
100 boxes for distribution in Coos and
Curry counties. Mist grade school
children and the Boy Scouts of Troop
28 in Creswell have also been active in
this project. Most of the boxes will be
placed in lowland valleys of western
Oregon but last year two pairs of wood
ducks used boxes erected on Catherine
Creek in Union county.

* * *

Game agents spent most of February
and part of March taking inventory in
their respective areas.

* * *

Record books have been distributed
to the various boat moorages along
the Willamette River below Oregon City
who assist with the study of the spring
chinook sport fishery. Records are kept
of the number of boats fishing from
the respective establishments and the
daily catches made in each boat.

I

COVER PICTURE
Fishing scene along the Upper Deschutes
River near Big Bridge.

Summer Trout
Season Open

Most trout anglers are all set for
getting underway with their favorite
form of fishing with the general sum-
mer season opening on April 18 in
Zone 1 (coastal) and Zone 2 (Willam-
ette watershed) and on May 2 in all
other zones. However, several lakes and
streams have later openings so each
angler should consult the current issue
of the 1953 angling regulations if he
is in doubt as to the opening date for
a certain body of water.
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McAllister Leaves
Tom McAllister of the Information

and Education Department resigned
the middle of March to accept a posi-
tion on the sports staff of the Oregon
Journal.

Tom is excellently qualified to carry
out his new duties. As information rep-
resentative for the Game Commission
since January, 1950, he was responsi-
ble for the department's news releases
and stories and much of the photo-
graphy besides helping out with other
activities of the I and E Department.
He obtained his degree in fish and
game management from Oregon State
College in 1949 and during summer
vacations worked for the fisheries de-
partment. He is an enthusiastic fisher-
man and his keen interest in birds has
resulted in his election as vice-presi-
dent of the Oregon Audubon Society as
well as curator of ornithology for the
Museum of Science and Industry.

The Bulletin will miss the McAllister
photographs and the imaginative, easi-
ly read articles so frequently contri-
buted.

Personnel Changes
Fred E. Locke, 43, who has been con-

ducting studies on warm water game
fish, has been appointed to replace
Robert C. Holloway as chief of lake
and stream management. Holloway
recently was promoted to chief of the
information and education department.
Locke's duties will include the super-
vision of fish stocking and fish sal-
vage programs and compilation of
angling regulations.A graduate of Ohio
State University, Locke received a Mas-
ter's degree in zoology at the Univer-
sity of Michigan. He worked for Ohio
and Michigan state conservation de-
partments and served in the Army
Medical Corps before joining the Ore-
gon Game Commission in 1946.

John B. Dimick, 34, who has worked
with the fishery division since 1939,
has been promoted to fill the newly
created position of coordinating fishery
biologist. He is to work with fishery
agents throughout the state on such
problems as testing fish losses in hy-
droelectric turbines and lake rehabili-
tation. He is a graduate of the fish and
game management course at Oregon
State College and a Navy Veteran of
World War II, and assumes his in-
creased responsibilities following a
broad scope of experiences in the Game
Commission's fishery programs.



By ARTHUR S. EINARSEN, Leader,
Oregon Cooperative Wildlife

Research Unit

Introduction
There is no sport like hunting to take

a person from the depths of despair to
the heights of satisfaction and back
again. Give a man an old gun and a
few shells after a record of all misses,
and with two or three successful shots,
he immediately forgets the past, and
classes himself with the Hawker Broth-
ers or Daniel Boone. This second-hand
gun becomes a precision instrument of
greatest dependability and the only one
of its kind. This fact cannot be ques-
tioned. You might remember several
episodes in which there was room for
doubt, but your opinion is worth less
than the dust. You are immediately
classified as a chronic reactionary and
a man with a low I. Q., and then comes
the pheasant season. It is here, the
snooty guy gets a lesson in grammar.
He may be good by his own standards
and better than most, undoubtedly, but
with the shrewd old ringneck rooster,
he is never best.
Rooster Trouble

For the first moments of the open
shooting season, perhaps a few of the
inexperienced youngsters of the flock,
or a man-baiting "Old Timer", will rise
ponderously before your gun and give
you a few straightaway shots as they
noisily get going.

After the few moments of simple
shooting, which is perhaps just a
scheme to make you feel good, the
hunting really, gets tough. The man
without a good dog soon becomes
befuddled, frustrated, and is held up to
ridicule continuously. Have you noticed

how the old rooster will whip silently
out of the potato patch behind you?
He will be well on his way before you
have the sense to realize that the noise
you hear is not from the vines brush-
ing your feet, and as you turn stupidly,
you get barely a scratch shot. Or again,
five roosters will jump in the air, head-
ing in five different directions, but so
intermingled at the start that you lose
your sense of balance and either trip
yourself, shoot where they ain't, or for-
get to shove off the safety release. And
then, when you finally get yourself
firmly hung up on a wire fence, bother
fore and aft and with your eyeballs al-
most pierced by a barb, an old rooster
will get up within slapping-down dis-
tance and raucously laugh at your pre-
dicament, sail off to a nearby slope,
make a perfect landing, and stand
there motionless just out of gun shot
range. Your blood pressure mounts to
the boiling point in the meantime. Did
you read about all the heart attacks
among hunters last fall? Sure, it's a
simple case of frustration brought
about by "rooster-induced" blood pres-
sure.
Ringneck Distribution

Perhaps we should give some con-
sideration to the place that the ring-
necked pheasant occupies in the game
habitats of the United States. It is now
important as a game bird in about one-
half the total territory. Their numbers
vary greatly, however, and the northern
tier of states report the heaviest gener-
al distribution. The summer heat in the

south and central states limits it there.
The Dakotas offer good living condi-
tions for the pheasant throughout most
of these states. The total production or
population at their highest level far
surpasses other states like Pennsylvan-
ia or New York, which may have only
shoestring areas. Even our own state
of Oregon provides probably less than
one million acres of excellent habitat
of its total 62,000,000 acre area. But
the lack of ideal conditions does not
discourage pheasants entirely.

Ringneck flocks will be found in
many surprising pockets. When work-
ing in the Murderers Creek basin of
Grant County in the late thirties, we
had the opportunity to watch a few
pheasants progress each year farther
up the south fork of the John Day Riv-
er. They finally crossed over Jackass
Mountain trails into the basin where
they attempted to live a normal life.
Surely the ringnecks are birds to be re-
spected. Once a stranger to our lands,
they are now limited only by the habi-
tat conditions. Their persistence and
adaptability accounts for their presence
in some strange quarters and in sur-
prising numbers. There are records of
survival in the coldest areas of Canada,

(Continued on Page Six)



The ringneck pheasant hen is
more subdued in tone than the

male.

A nest of pheasant eggs.

Ringneck Pheasant
The ring-necked pheasant is Ore-

gon's leading upland game bird and
because of its popularity with the
hunter, maintenance of this species
in sufficient numbers to provide good
shooting has long been an objective
of the Game Commission's program.
For many years several game farms
were operated at full capacity to pro-
vide heavy stockings of birds through-
out the state. However, when the num-
bers of birds in the field failed to re-
flect satisfactorily the efforts of the
liberation program, it was decided that
artificial propagation was not the so-
lution and determination should be
made as to what other factors were

Pheasant rearing pens at the E. E. Wilson Management Area.

influencing the pheasant population.
The Oregon Cooperative Wildlife Re-
search Unit at Corvallis has been con-
ducting extensive research along this
line and a report of the results ob-
tained will be made in a series of
short articles that will follow the fea-
ture article on pheasants in this
month's issue of the Bulletin. Phea-
sants are still propagated by the Game
Commission, but the annual game farm
production has been decreased consid-
erably. Birds are needed for stocking
new territory or areas where the phea-
sant supply has been destroyed by
reason of some emergency.

Pheasant chicks in the brooder house of a rearing pen.



Four handsome pheasant cocks
make a handful of brilliant color.

Cock and hen pheasants in holding pen at game farm.

Liberation crates on truck are loaded with birds.

Pheasants are cornered in pen preparatory to release.

These birds are turned loose in the Albany area.
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Ringnecked Pheasant Facts
(Continued from Page Three)

even in the spruce stands of the east
coast. It has existed for several years
in such unsuited habitats as Peters-
burg, Wrangell and Cordova, Alaska.
The roosters do the best job of getting
by. They have been seen feeding along
the tide edge of the salt flats of Puget
Sound bays when deep snow covered
the land. They leave nothing to chance
when pressed to survive. The hens do
not show an equal degree of adjust-
ment, so remember this in your figur-
ing. If you have plenty hens, there will
be plenty roosters. The ability of the
ringnecks to occupy new ranges has
paid for the cost of introduction a mil-
lion times. No one can question the
value of this remarkable game bird.

Although we associate the ringneck
pheasants with grain fields, this does
not limit the range of the bird. They
do very well on pastures in California,
where they can feed on green stuff the
full year. Ladino clover or alfalfa is
the basic vegetation. In the areas near
Modesto, the only solid food they find
readily are weed seeds picked up on
the feed lots. Incidentally, in captivity,
the ringnecks have been kept right
through the winter on green stuff,
ending the season with increased
weight and quite happy with the food.

It is obvious, however, in the colder
zones with winter shutting off their
normal supply by deep snows or an
icy coating, that they must have some
high protein food, thus the association
with grain. Even in these ranges, 90
per cent of their food intake is green
vegetable matter when it is available.
Ringnecks Compared to Poultry

The ringneck is really a field chick-
en. William Beebe who spent years
learning the facts about the pheasants
in their native range says that they
are closely related to the little jungle
fowl whose blood lines we now recogn-
ize in our poultry.

You can see that this is true by

watching their daily movement about
the farm land. Have you ever noticed
their bill? It is quite curved and the
upper half has a very sharp edge, so
that they can cut sod and get at the
grubs that might be hiding there. In
walking through a pasture, you will
see where they have turned over the
dry cow paddies to get at the bugs and
their larva which are usually found
just underneath. At game farms, it is a
common practice to toss in good heavy
grass turfs for the pheasants to work
on, and it is actually only a few mom-
ents until these clumps have been cut
to shreds and all of the usable foods
removed.

Another fowl-like characteristic is
their feinting at one another as though
teasing another cock to fight. They
raise their hackles at one another and
crouch down, then leap at their oppon-
ent with their feet up-raised like the
game cocks of the Philippines. Like
chickens, they too have about 5,000
feathers. Don't let this bother you. If
you are not a good "picker", use a hot
water bath like you use for poultry
picking. Again, at mating time, the
loud two-noted call of the rooster fol-
lowed by a vigorous fluttering of wings
is not too different from the "show off"
characteristics of the domestic rooster
when he flies to a fence top to "show-
off."
As a Table Bird

Well, that is the old ringneck all
right. Gosh, what a bird. While we are
talking about pheasants, let's take a
look at his physical qualities. There
is quite a bit of waste of good game
meat today, because so many people
do not have a taste for it although
they love to hunt. They nibble at a
goodly cut and then leave the remain-
der for the garbage can. I have yet to
hear, however, of a hunter or even the
garden run of humanity who do not en-
joy the pheasant as a game food, even
though many of them fail to utilize it
properly. I say this, because it is a
common failing for people to make
things a little simpler for themselves
by skinning the bird when preparing
it for the table. This does not give you
the best chance to enjoy quality meat.
A pheasant should always be plucked.
Whether it be used in a casserole dish,
roasted or fried, the end product is
at its highest value only if the bird
has been so prepared.

When you bag a rooster, you do not
have just a delicate morsel. You have
enough meat to get your teeth in. Even
cocks of the year will tip the scale at

three pounds and many of them are
heavier. About 50 per cent of the weight
is usable meat so that one bird will
serve three persons amply, but by
using those things which go nicely
with pheasants, it is a simple matter
to stretch the bird, with all its savor
to satisfy a family of four.
Rooster Insurance

The ringneck is surely a most fascin-
ating bird, but it is surprising that
there is so much misinformation or
superstitions about the species. Per-
haps, we could devote a little more
time to this subject in another issue
and view some of the interesting and
helpful facts produced through recent
research. In the meantime, keep your
eye on the local birds and toward fall
when you find a good stock of cocks
which you want to hunt, try to find
out if the farmer who is supporting this
flock will share a good day afield with
you. You won't find him too receptive
to a total stranger who rushes up on
the first day of hunting season and
says, "How about it old pal, old pal.
How's about shooting those pheasants
on your front lawn?" Gosh! If hunting
is worth any effort (and I'll say it is)
isn't it worth a pleasant day or two in
finding a friendly farmer who can in-
sure you a swell day afield? Don't
worry if you can't range over thousands
of acres. One good 100 acre farm with
a well-stocked swale will give you your
limit. Samplings of farmer sentiment
show over 80 per cent do not object
to hunting on their lands. They do
object to how you do it. Ask them first,
and follow the simple restrictions they
may impose. This sharing of fun is a
two-way street and your host might en-
joy your family and fireside when he
is down your way some time.

About The Author
Arthur S. Einar-

sen, biologist for
the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Servic e,
has been Leader of
the Oregon Cooper-
ative Wildlife Re-
search Unit at Cor-
vallis since its in-
ception in 1935. To
the Unit, which is
supported by con-
tributions from the

Oregon State Game Commission, Ore-
gon State College, U. S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, Wildlife Management In-

(Continued on Page Seven)
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18th North American
Wildlife Conference

"Natural Resources and Human
Needs" was the theme of the 18th
North American Wildlife Conference
held in Washington, March 9, 10 and 11.

P. W. Schneider, state game director,
represented the Game Commission at
the conference and served as chair-
man of the general session entitled
"Living Space for Waterfowl."

Subjects of the other general sessions
were "Populations vs. a Resource Bud-
get" and "Trends in Land and Water
Use."

1952 License Sales
Oregon hunting and fishing license

sale figures for the 1952 calendar year
show that 420,000 persons participated
in one or both sports. This was an in-
crease of 32,000 over 1951 and repre-
sents 37 per cent of the state's adult
population over 14 years of age or 28
per cent of the total population.

Licenses issued to residents were as
follows: 80,000 combination, 182,000
angling, 141,000 hunting, and 17,000
special licenses to pioneers, disabled
veterans, indigents and blind persons.
Nonresidents purchased 24,000 ang-
ling and 1,500 hunting licenses.

Deer tags sold in 1952 numbered
186,000 and elk tags 24,000.

About The Author
(Continued from Page Six)

stitute and Agricultural Research
Foundation, the Game Commission has
turned over responsibility for its wild-
life research and since 1951, fisheries
research as well.

Art Einarsen is well qualified to
write the coming series of articles on
pheasant research. The first project
assigned to him by the Game Commis-
sion was a study of the small game
situation in the Willamette Valley
and this has been followed by phea-
sant investigations carried on islands
in Puget Sound where conditions could
be controlled.

He's a keen observer of wildlife and,
to the uninitiated especially, he can
make a jaunt through field or forest
both entertaining and instructive. Long
an advocate of educating the general
hunting and fishing public in the
practice of true sportsmanship to real-
ize the most pleasure from both sports,
he personally enjoys both hunting and
fishing. Another enthusiasm is directed
toward boats and sailing when time
permits.

Alsea Hatchery
On the North Fork of the Alsea River

in the midst of the Coast Range is Al-
sea Game Fish Hatchery, a station that
supplies trout, salmon, and steelhead
for coastal waters and west side Wil-
lamette Valley streams.

This hatchery is reached via State
Highway 34 from Philomath and sits
just upstream from the north fork
highway bridge, which is also the win-
ter fishing deadline on the North Fork
Alsea River.

In 1936 the hatchery was placed in
operation and it has since been a cen-
ter for coastal cutthroat trout and steel-
head production.

A small dam that formerly supplied
power to Alsea serves as an effective
barrier to migrant fish in the North
Fork and they must use a fish ladder.
Fish needed for an egg supply at the
hatchery are trapped in the ladder and
placed above the dam after artificial
spawning. Through operation of this
trap in the ladder an accurate tally of
all fish passing upstream can be kept.

Through mid-March this year 1,100
steelhead were put above the dam.
Both steelhead and cutthroat eggs were
taken at Alsea hatchery in January
this year. This is earlier than most
anglers realize the fish ripen. Cut-
throat eggs are now taken from brood
fish held and selectively bred at the
hatchery.

Of special interest at the hatchery
this winter was the first return of
marked adult silver salmon released
as yearling fish in the North Fork.
The 273 silver salmon put over the
dam represented the reestablishment
of a silver run in the stream. Marked
fish accounted for 77 per cent of this
number. The silver salmon were
spawned in early January.

The dam on the North Fork also
serves to supply water for the hatch-
ery. Much of the watershed has been
logged and in late summer it is neces-
sary to divert the entire flow of the
river through the hatchery ponds to
get enough water.

With a large wild fish population in
the river above the water supply point,
special precautions must be taken and
rigid sanitation practised to prevent
outbreaks of fungus and disease among
the hatchery trout.

As the fish develop they are regular-
ly seined from the ponds, weighed and
graded out by size groups, and then
treated with a salt and acetic acid solu-
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TROUT
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tion bath. This bath serves as a general
tonic for prevention of fungus and di-
sease.

The twenty-two hatchery ponds are
all laid out in equal rows and between
each pond is a grassy slope with a line
of cedar and fir trees.

Superintendent Glauc Webb is well
versed on fish ailments and treatment
as well as the many other skills re-
quired in modern fish culture. While
serving at Alsea Hatchery, he has
audited courses at nearby Oregon
State College in parasites and diseases
of game fish, bacteriology, microscope
techniques, comparative histology and
fish biology. Webb has been with the
Game Commission since discharge
from the Navy in 1920 when he went
to the old Necanicum Hatchery.

He has helped introduce many in-
novations in fish culture including
use of rubber dip nets, syphon egg
pickers for dead eggs, holding perman-
ent brood stock at hatcheries, and
practicing selective breeding of brood
fish. He has had extensive experience
in the rearing of coastal cutthroat
trout, a particularly difficult species
of fish to handle under hatchery con-
ditions.

In the river which borders the hatch-
ery grounds, you will note a series of
log dams and pools. In these pools
Webb has successfully stream-reared
large numbers of trout in a natural
environment and at a considerable
savings in cost. The fish gradually dis-
perse from the pools in freshets.
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Wild Geese Help Wheat Yields
By I. T. Quinn

Farmers often complain that geese
are playing havoc with their wheat
and it is natural that they should be-
come alarmed when great flocks of
Canada honkers descend upon their
fields and graze day after day. A re-
vealing experience has come to light
which shows that the feeding of geese
in the winter months greatly helps
the wheat.

Three fields of winter wheat were
planted on the Hog Island Waterfowl
Refuge in Surry County, Virginia, for
the purpose of attracting geese. Result
was that about 2,000 Canada geese
stayed, on the property throughout the
winter, although in the past geese
seldom visited the area. These three
fields consisted of about 20 acres each.
Character of the soil was pretty much
the same and the same treatment and
commercial fertilization were used on
all three fields.

The flock of geese used one of these
fields mainly for their feeding, a few
hundred of them used another field
to some extent, and none of the geese
fed in the third field. When the weather
warmed in the early spring, it was easy
to see that the wheat in the field which
was most heavily grazed got off to the
best start.

The harvest told an even more vivid
story. When the crop was harvested,
the field on which the 2,000 geese fed
regularly made an average yield of
33 bushels to the acre. The field where
the lesser number of geese fed brought
a crop averaging 25 bushels to the
acre. The field which the geese neg-
lected entirely brought only 18 bushels
to the acre.

While a great many of the river-bot-
tom farmers have realized that the
grazing of geese during the winter
helped their wheat, this experience at
Hog Island provides concrete proof.
It also indicates to what extent the
geese were beneficial. The yield of
33 bushels to the acre on one field

and only 18 on another, can be attri-
buted directly to the presence of the
geese.

Geese graze on the blades of wheat
very much as cattle graze on grass,
with the root stocks little affected. The
droppings of thousands of geese day
after day added substantially to the
fertility of the soil and the benefits
derived from the presence of the geese
showed up clearly in the difference
in yield at harvest time.

It was quite remarkable that on the
fields at Hog Island where some 2,000
geese fed regularly, there was one of
the best crops of wheat in Surry County.
NOTE: This article by the executive director
of the Virginia Commission of Game and
Inland Fisheries is reprinted from Virginia
Wildlife.

* * *

The foregoing article confirms the
experience we have had in Oregon.
During 1951 the Oregon State Game
Commission seeded 60 acres of the
Sauvies Island Game Management area
to hannchen barley in late September.
This barley made a good fall growth.
Starting on December 10 and continu-
ing through until about the middle of
April this field was heavily used by
ducks. At times through this period the
use by ducks was so heavy that it was
difficult to tell that anything had been
planted in the field. However, after
the waterfowl moved north in their
usual migration pattern, this barley
grew well. When the field was threshed
at harvest time, it yielded 331/2 bushels
per acre.

Public Hunting Grounds
Enjoy Good Season

The 1952 waterfowl season at the
public shooting grounds operated by
the Game Commission in general was
very good.

The waterfowl harvest at the Sum-
mer Lake shooting area in Lake county
broke all previous records. A total of
12,609 birds (7,616 ducks and 4,993
geese) were taken during 4,198 hunter
days, resulting in a success ratio of
3 birds per hunter day. Because of the
favorable weather and good hunting,
the number of hunters exceeded that of
any other season at Summer Lake ex-
cept 1946.

Hunting was excellent on the Sauvies
Island area although the reserved
blind section was not opened up to
hunting until November 15 because
the dry fall had kept the potholes and
sloughs from being filled up with wat-
er as usual. Only 7 per cent of the
total number of hunters issued permits,
8,937, used the blind area, the others
preferring to free lance. Because of the
limit placed on the number of hunters
allowed on the area each day, about
3,000 hunters were turned away at
the checking station during the course
of the season. Of the total kill of 14,055
ducks and 214 geese, 46.4 per cent were
mallards. It is felt that the cultivated
crops left standing for bird feed is in
part responsible for the unusually
large number of mallards using the
area. Baldpates made up 25.94 per
cent of the total kill although the popu-
lation of this species fell far short of
the expected numbers.

The number of birds, both geese and
ducks, taken at the Warner Valley
shooting ground increased over pre-
vious seasons. The total kill was 526
ducks and 2,058 geese, the success ratio
being 2.17 birds for the 1,190 hunter
days involved.

Difficult hunting conditions on the
Malheur shooting ground discouraged
many hunters and the number dropped
to almost half of what it had been in
previous years. The kill was 1,682
ducks and 73 geese for 625 hunter
days. This is a success ratio of 2.81
birds per hunter day.
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