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For the benefit of waterfowl 20 acres
of land on Miller Sands in the Lower
Columbia have been planted with com-
mon vetch, buckwheat and Proso mil-
let. This was the first planting on the
island as well as in the coastal water-
fowl flyway area.

* * *

Four acres of land leased to the
Game Commission at Cottage Grove
Reservoir also were seeded to buck-
wheat. This was the first planting at
this site.

* * *

Thirty range condition and ten plots
were established in Grant County dur-
ing July and similar plots are being
set up throughout eastern Oregon.

* * *

Game Commission personnel took
part in the Conservation Workshop for
teachers conducted in July at the
Southern Oregon
in Ashland. The program included a
field trip on the Upper Rogue River
with visits to the Butte Falls hatchery,
the Central Point screen plant, and
Savage Rapids dam screen installation.
Another field trip was conducted
through the Jenney Creek black-tailed
deer winter range. Evening classes
were devoted to lectures and discus-
sions.

* * *

Black-tailed deer outweighed mule
deer bagged during the 1952 season
according to weight records compiled
by the Game Commission field agents.
The 490 deer checked showed that the
blacktails weighed an average of three
pounds more than mule deer taken
the same year. Rapid regrowth of ten-
der browse plants in burned over areas
west of the Cascades has provided ex-
cellent food and since 1949 the black-
tails have shown a gradual increase
in weight. During the same period,
mule deer have shown a slight decline.

COVER
Surf casting from the jetties is a

popular form of salmon fishing and
catching a fish in this manner can
be highly exciting. (Photo by Ron
Shay)

Hunting by Permission
Each fall, as throngs of shotgun laden hunters descend upon agri-

cultural areas in pursuit of upland game, they find more and more of
their favorite hunting spots posted to "No Hunting" or "No Trespass-
ing." Generally the landowner has some justification for such posting.
As often as not, the reason may be traced directly back to careless
and thoughtless treatment afforded to his property by individuals too
bent on fulfilling their own pleasures to respect the rights and proper-
ties of others.

It would be well for the hunter to that can normally furnish good hunt-
consider seriously the position of the ing areas. Posting does not necessari-
landowner in the upland game pie- ly mean that the farmer is reserving
ture. The majority of the good habitat all the hunting for himselfhe pro-
necessary for the production and sur- bably has very good reasons for post-
vival of our pheasants and quail is ing his land. His primary concern is
on private lands. These birds thrive for his livestock, crops, and other pro-
best in direct association with agri- perties that are his livelihoodthe
culture. Most of the feed they eat, be presence of game on his land seldom
it weed seeds, insects, waste grains, benefits him financially. Usually when
wild fruits, or agricultural crops, is land is posted, it is for protection of
grown on private property. In short, crops and livestock that could be in-
although the birds belong to the peo- jured or disturbed by uncontrolled tres-
ple of the state, they are raised by the pass on his lands. The landowner in
landowners. The right to harvest these the country likes to know who is on
birds during open hunting seasons is his land as much as the man in town
dependent on the privilege of access, likes to know who is trampling across
as the possession of a hunting license his lawn. This is certainly a justifiable
does not give the right to trespass on position to take. It will be found in
private lands. This privilege can be most cases that by first asking per-
granted only by the landowner. mission, one may hunt on portions of

Continued good hunting and easy lands that are posted to "No Hunting"
or No Trespassing." However, it is theaccess to hunting areas is dependent landowner's prerogative to refuse entry

on cooperation between the sportsman to anyone or everyone, as he sees fit.
and the landowner. Trampled fences, In an effort to assist both the sports-
injured livestock, broken windows, and man and the landowner, signs, like
damaged crops, do not reflect good the one shown below, have been print-
sportsmanship. Such flagrant misuse ed by the Game Commission and are
only serves to antagonize the people (Continued on Page Seven)
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Summez Satoteuet 9edrey
RON SHAY, Information Representative

FISH ON! With the sound of these
two words, fishermen up and down
the coast clear the decks for action.
Whether they have been boat fishing,
bank angling, or surf casting, the mag-
ic words "FISH ON" signify the be-
ginning of a battle between a lucky
angler and either a chinook or silver
salmon.

In the past, salmon fishermen had
somewhat bowed to the trout fisher-
men of the state in the summer months
since their heydays were during the
spring and fall migrations of the ana-
dromous salmonoids. In recent years,
however, the picture has changed and
salmon anglers are getting full utili-
zation of the summer months along the
coast.

From Brookings in the south to As-
toria in the north, chinook and silver
salmon that later migrate up the
streams of the Pacific coast are pro-
viding summertime recreation and food
for many of Oregon's sportsmen. In
addition, the contribution to the state's
economy in these fisheries is substan-
tial.

The chinook or king salmon and
silver or coho salmon, spending a part
of their life in the ocean feeding on the
small ocean fish, cruise along the Ore-
gon coast line. As the small fish includ-
ing pilchard, herring, candlefish, and
anchovies move in close to the shore,
the salmon follow along feeding on
them. It is then that the anglers take
advantage of one of nature's pheno-
mena.

One of the first areas where the
sport developed to a large scale was at
the mouth of the Umpqua River at
Winchester Bay. Here, both chartered
boats and small private craft take their
share of the finny fighters. The craft
vary from the larger boats taking out
parties of 15 to 20 to the small dory-
type boats going out with one to three
fishermen. At this harbor, Douglas
County has provided facilities to aid
people in utilizing the June through
September sport.

Charter boats are stationed at all
of the major ports and are equipped
to take the eager "hook draggers" to
where the fish may be found.

In addition, many small boats go
out from all along the coast and inex-

perienced persons may obtain guides
almost anywhere they desire. Indivi-
duals who wish to go out on their own
should be well acquainted with the
risks involved and obey applicable
Coast Guard regulations. Though the
Coast Guardsmen try to keep tabs on
fishermen at all times, it is, of course,
impossible for them to keep their
trained eyes on everyone. For this rea-
son, it behooves all persons engaging
in the fishery to use the strictest pre-
cautionary measures for their own ben-
efit. Good life preservers are a "must"
and constant viligance regarding the
craft warnings set up by the Coast
Guard is essential for the protection
of life and limb.

Sportsmen not desiring to take to
the waves in a boat are getting in their
"licks" at the cruising fish by a modi-
fied method of surf casting. Large-
sized spinning tackle has come into
much favor lately since a relatively
light lure can be thrown amazing dis-
tances by the skilled casters. This
type of fishing is done largely from the
various jetties constructed at harbor
entrances.

Looking at the lures used to take
these visiting migrants is about the
same as gazing at a full-fledged rain-
bow. The colors vary as they do in
the rainbow and the shapes of the lures
are as different as the items in a
jewelry store window. Daredevils, Andy
Reekers, and many other artificial de-
vices are used as attractors. Also, pro-
perly rigged herring and other small
fish are successful bait for the type of
fishing called "mooching" where the
bait is dragged very slowly through
the water.

Game Commission and Fish Commis-
sion tagging projects have given an
idea as to the whereabouts of these
salmon that are providing summertime
sport. There are 13 different marks on
silver salmon expected back this year
as three-year-old fish. A total of 24 dif-
ferent marks on the returning chinooks
are in use and the fish will vary from
two to four years of age. The markings
consist of the removal of various fins in
certain combinations or the clipping
of one of the upper jaw bones where it
extends past the rear of the mouth.
None of the markings affect the activi-

(Continued on Page Six)
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Ring-Necked Pheasant:
Oregon's most abundant upland game bird,
the pheasant, furnishes more hunting than any
other species. First introduced into the Willam-
ette Valley in 1881, now found in nearly all
counties. Most abundant in Malhuer, Columbia
Basin, and southern Willamette counties.

Mountain Quail:
A native resident of brushy hill and moun-
tainous areas, found over most of Oregon, but
not abundant in any section. Easily distin-
guished from the valley quail by its barred
flanks and straight head plume extending
back from the head.

Valley Quail:
Widely distributed through stocking and natur-
al spread, the valley quail is now the most
common quail in the state. Found mainly in
and adjacent to farming areas. The short
plume that curves forward on the head is a
distinguishing feature.

Hungarian Partridge:
A resident of both farm and foothill
areas. An introduced European spec-
ies. Huns are now found in varying
numbers in nearly all eastern Oregon
counties. They are very fast on the
wing, and hunters consider them to
be an excellent game bird.

Bobwhite Quail:
An introduced eastern species. Has
not flourished in any part of state.
Fairly common in farm areas of Wil-
lamette Valley, Malheur, and of Uma-
tilla and Morrow counties. Distinguish-
ed by light and dark face mask and
cheery "bob white" call.



Sage Grouse:
A native resident of the sagebrush country.
Found in largest numbers in the southern half
of eastern Oregon. Commonly associated with
the antelope. Noted for its colorful mating ac-
tivities in early spring. Our largest grouse, but
a difficult bird to bag when once flushed.

Blue Grouse:
Found in the mountainous sections of both
eastern and western Oregon. Noted for its
distinctive "hooting", in early spring. A fast
flyer and difficult target on the wing. Fre-
quents forest edges, open breaks, and spring
areas.

Buffed Grouse:
Two species, the Oregon ruffed, and the grey
ruffed, found in eastern and western Oregon,
respectively. Found in timber and timber ed-
ges, by streams, and springs. More commonly
heard than seen in early spring, when "drum-
ming" activities are at a peak.

Chukar Partridge:
The newest addition to the introduced
game birds of Oregon. Not yet estab-
lished, chukars have been widely
stocked during 1952 and 1953 in many
eastern Oregon counties. Residents of
the steep, rocky, country, fleet of foot,
and fast of wing.

Band-tailed Pigeons and
Mourning Doves:
Both of these species are migratory
in nature. The band-tailed pigeon is
found west of the Cascades and in
Hood River County, while the mourn-
ing dove is found in all sections of the
state. Both fast flyers.
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A successful climax. The cry of "Fish On" is not always followed by a fish in the boat.
Often the fish outwits man.

Summer Salmon Fishing
(Continued from Page Three)

ties of the fish. Standardization of
marks is essential to prevent confusion
in identifying the fish when they re-
appear after being marked, and this is
accomplished by close cooperation
among the various fishery management
agencies of the Pacific Coast states.

Results of one of the tagging opera-
tions showed that many of the fish
tagged in the early summer off one of
the Oregon coastal streams were de-
stined to spawn in other areas. Tags
were reported taken from as far away
as British Columbia and the Sacra-
mento River.

Other records show that some of the
fish tagged in the ocean were recover-
ed from such scattered points as Celilo
Falls; the Tuolumme River, Califor-
nia; the Umatilla River, Oregon; Uclue-
let, British Columbia and many other
points north and south from the re-
lease site.

The time spent by the fish in mak-
ing these journeys varied from 89 days
to travel 10 miles to a movement of 290
miles in 694 days. There is, of course,
no way to tell how many side trips
were taken between the two contacts
the fish madd with human beings.

This year's summer salmon fishing
has been somewhat limited by the in-
clement weather conditions and the
non-cooperation of the fish. Heavy fogs

and rough seas have prevented the
boat fishermen from pursuing the fish
into the waters outside the bays dur-
ing many of the past weeks and have
hampered the activities of the shore
casters.

The uncooperative attitude of the
small food fish and in turn of the sal-
mon has also caused some consterna-
tion among the bank fishermen and
the small boat operators that fish with-
in the bays. During some of the per-
iods when the anchovies, herring, et
cetera, were expected to lead the "big
boys" into the bays and other waters
that were accessible to bank-bound
sportsmen, neither appeared.

Even with the handicaps provided
by nature, many salmon have fallen
prey to the baits being offered. Records
being kept by Game Commission
agents at Winchester Bay show that
286 silvers and chinooks were brought
in on July 22nd. This was one of the
better days during that month. The
silvers averaged 8% pounds while their
larger cousins, the chinooks, showed
an average weight of 16 to 17 pounds.

As the recently-developed sports
fisheries becomes more popular, it is
apparent that it will add greatly to
the already important resources of
hunting and fishing in Oregon. The re-
creational value of such a fishery is
immeasurable and the economic value
is imposing. From $6,980,000 to $9,060.-

000 were spent in 1951 by an estimated
85,465 anglers fishing for salmon and
steelhead in Oregon, according to a
survey made by the legislative interim
committee appointed to make a study
of the economic values of the anadrom-
ous fishes in this state.

This recreation is not a thing guar-
anteed to be continued on its own
however. Work is being done by both
the Game and Fish Commissions to help
insure future salmon runs. Information
gathering is an important part in the
management of these species and the
conscientious use of the salmon-steel-
head tag by sportsmen will aid in this
respect. The interest and active cooper-
ation of all of the people of the Pacific
coast is essential if fishermen of the
future are to be able to enjoy summer
fishing for the "chinooks" and "silvers"
cruising Oregon's coastal waters.

About The Author
Ronald E. Shay

has been a regu-
lar member of the
Information and
Education staff of
the Game Com-
mission since his
graduation in
March, 1952 from
Oregon State Col-
lege, where he re-

ceived his degree in fish and game
management. He is also a graduate of
Beaverton Union High School.

Ron's first connection with the Game
Commission, however, was during the
summer of 1951 when he participated
in the summer camp program. Then
upon his graduation he was employed
on a permanent basis to help with the
general youth education work. Follow-
ing Tom McAllister's resignation sev-
eral months ago, Ron was moved over
to the information half of the division.
His prime responsibility now is pre-
paration of news releases and general
information for the public. Like other
I and E members, though, he has to
put in his stint at making appearances
before various civic and sportsmen's
groups. In a pinch, too, he is called up-
on to help with the summer camp or
winter school programs if schedules
are too crowded for the regular per-
sonnel.

At Diamond Lake the contractor has
completed all clearing work and is
excavating the canal which will be
used for draining the lake in 1954 to
allow for a complete removal of trash
fish by use of rotenone.
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Marked Silver
An extensive marking program was

undertaken by the Oregon State Game
Commission in 1949 to evaluate the
contribution of hatchery-reared silver
salmon to the angler's creel. Marking
consisted of removing both ventral fins
(the paired fins attached midway on
the underside of the body).

Although the marking program has
been conducted annually since 1949,
it was not until 1952 that mature fish
returning from the initial plant were
available, owing to the three-year
cycle of the silver or coho salmon. A
considerable number of marked, early
maturing male silvers, commonly
known as jacks, appeared in the fall of
1951. The jacks move from the ocean
to fresh water in their second year,
whereas the normal maturing silvers
return to streams as adults in their
third year.

Marked fish released in streams face
a constant array of enemies from the
time of their liberation until they re-
turn to their parent stream to spawn.
It would be difficult to enumerate all
the factors such as barriers, disease,
and predators which are constantly re-
ducing the number of salmon both in
fresh and salt water. Man with his
efficient gear undoubtedly accounts for
a large percentage of silvers in both
streams and the ocean. It is in man's
harvest that we are primarily con-
cerned with the return of marked
fish. Returns of marked salmon are
obtained through numerous sources.
Our records are obtained from creel
checks, counts over weirs and spawn-
ing ground surveys. Climatic condi-
tions in 1952 were generally thought
to be conducive to poor angling; how-
ever, records were obtained on a fair
sample of marked fish.

In general, the appearance of marked
silver salmon was more pronounced in
southern coastal streams than in north-
ern areas. In several streams, creel
checks revealed the presence of con-
siderable numbers of marked fish. In
some instances, marked salmon repre-
sented up to 40 per cent of the catch.
In other areas, there appeared to be
almost a complete absence of marked
salmon.

The ratio of marked to unmarked sil-
ver salmon also fluctuated quite wide-
:y at several Game Commission count-
ing weirs. Only 1 per cent of the silver
salmon counted over the Three Rivers'

Returns

Fin-clipping silver salmon at the Alsea
hatchery.

weir on the Nestucca River were
marked. In contrast, 65 per cent of the
fish examined on the North Fork of
the Alsea River were fin clipped. The
latter indicates that hatchery plants
offer much in the way of enhancing
depleted runs or establishing new runs
in streams in which natural or artifi-
cial barriers have recently been re-
moved.

Records of offshore troll-caught sal-
mon bearing the Game Commission's
mark have been reported from British
Columbia, Washington and California.
It is obvious that salmon spawned in
Oregon streams range extensively once
they reach the ocean and become ex-
posed to an array of tackle internation-
al in scope.

From preliminary returns of marked
fish, the policy of holding silver sal-
mon at least one year in hatcheries
before release appears to be quite sat-
isfactory in assuring favorable returns.

Extensive roach control operations
have been carried on again this sea-
son in several of the Cascade lakes.
Approximately a ton and a half of
roach was removed from East Lake and
300 pounds from Paulina Lake. Large
numbers were killed in Davis and
Crescent lakes also with rotenone.
Trap nets were used to remove about
2,000 roach from Odell Lake.

Waterfowl Regulations

Oregon's waterfowl season for 1953
will be from noon October 17 to De-
cember 30, inclusive. These dates were
recommended by the Game Commis-
sion following announcement by the U.
S. Fish and Wildlife Service that a 75-
day season would be permitted within
the framework of the period October
1 to January 10. Choice of split season
would have meant a penalty of 10 per
cent as only two periods of 34 days
each would have been allowed. The
increase of five days was allowed in
an attempt to alleviate an acute de-
predation problem on both grain-rais-
ing and grazing areas, and to provide
for a more complete harvest of avail-
able surpluses of the 1953 waterfowl
crop.

Bag and possession limits for ducks
have been increased from 6 to 7, plus a
bonus of 4 pintails or widgeons a day
or in possession, singly or in combina-
tion.

The geese bag and possession limits
remain the same as last year, 6 birds.
Such limit may not include more than

(Continued on Page Eight)

Hunting by Permission
(Continued from Page Two)

available, free of charge, to any land-
owner desiring them. Signs may be
procured at any of the five regional
offices or through the various district
game agents. It is hoped that through
proper respect being shown to proper-
ties posted with signs of this type
that less lands may eventually display
the "No Hunting" or "No Trespassing"
signs.

Hunters will find themselves far
more welcome if they will just take
the time to gain the landowner's per-
mission and respect his wishes when
on his property. Such practices will as-
sure better hunting and more congenial
sportsman-landowner relationship for
years to come. Although it is well
recognized that the inconsiderate hunt-
er numbers but few compared to the
good sportsman, it is still up to each
citizen to do his part toward keeping
hunting areas available for everyone

HUNTING BY
PERMISSION

Hunting or Fishing on Private Lands
Is a PrivilegeNot a Right.

DO NOT ABUSE IT
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When ready for release, elk go through the loading chute at the left
into the truck at the right-

Six Roosevelt elk were trapped recently in the Vaughn's
Mountain area on Coos River in Coos County in a trap
built and operated by State Game Commission personnel.

The elk were trucked from Vaughn Mountain to the
Vincent Creek burn in western Douglas County where they
were released in country that has been without elk but
which is judged to provide excellent habitat for these
animals.

Vaughn Mountain has had a large population of elk
for several years and the trapping operations were insti-
gated in the hope that few of these animals could be moved
to new areas which are now devoid of elk but which stand
a chance of providing new elk herds for Oregon -hunters in
the future.

Loading the elk into the truck from the trap was ac-
complished as quietly as possible so as not to unduly

Rope mesh enclosing the elk trap prevents charging elk
from injuring themselves.

ELK TRANSPLANTED
excite the animals. Once in the truck the elk rode like
veterans and the truck driver remarked that they seemed
to enjoy the ride. This appreciation for the ride ended when
the release site was reached, however, as each of the elk
tried to be the first to leave the truck.

The trap itself is a large rectangular enclosure walled
in by rope mesh about ten feet high. The strength of the
mesh was put to test by the charging elk as they sought
freedom through the sides of the trap. Rope mesh was used
because it would give before the impact of the elk attemp-
ting to escape but would still hold them without injury.
The two gates of the trap are built to close automatically
when elk reach the center of the trap. Loading into a
truck is accomplished by a loading chute which is built
at one end of the trap.

The trap had been in operation two weeks at the time
these elk were captured.

Waterfowl Regulations
(Continued from Page Seven)

3 birds of the following dark species,
common Canada, white-fronted, Tule,
blue or Emperor geese.

Wilson's snipe or jacksnipe may be
hunted this year for the first time after

a closure of many years. A fifteen-day
season is provided for which the Ore-
gon dates will be October 27 to No-
vember 7. Bag and possession limit is
8 snipe.

Brant may be hunted in the Pacific
Flyway from December 1 to February

10, inclusive. Bag and possession limit
is 3 birds.

Hunting hours have been changed so
that waterfowl may be shot from one-
half hour before sunrise until sun-
set. On opening day, however, hunting
may not start until noon.
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