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Most of the new laws or amendments
enacted by the legislature become
effective the early part of August, 90
days following adjournment of the
legislature. However, several of the
game laws, especially those relating to
licenses, do not become effective until
January 1, 1956. These include the $1
daily salmon angling license law as well
as the salmon angling law which will
prohibit the landing of more salmon
than the daily bag limit. Also, the $10
nonresident angling license fee and the
reciprocal nonresident waterfowl li-
cense do not become effective until the
first of next year. The same is true of
the fish derby law which limits prizes
to awards of merit not exceeding $25
in value.

* * *

A shipment of 69,600 large mouth
bass fry, averaging about 11/2 inches
and 600 to the pound, was flown to
Pendleton from Ardmore, Oklahoma
early in June through the courtesy of
the U. S. Air Force. The fish, received
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
travelled to Oregon in a C-46 of the
403rd Troop Carrier Wing from the
Portland Air Base. Fish mortality was
low with only about 200 fish lost

* * *

Tillamook County has expressed its
desire to cooperate in the maintenance
and development of fishing access sites
being acquired or under consideration
by the Game Commission. At present
the Commission is in the process of
acquiring access sites along the Wilson
and Little Nestucca rivers. Tillamook
County also is carrying on an access
program of its own for sportsman use.
A roadway and parking area with
beach access has been completed at
Pacific City and under construction is
a boat launching site and parking area
on Tillamook Bay.

* * *

The hunter questionnaire survey for
the year 1954 revealed that 259,083
licensed hunters harvested 112,486
deer; 5,038 elk; 292,527 pheasants;
149,352 quail; 24,858 Hungarian part-
ridge; 32,886 grouse; 750,049 ducks; and
120,658 geese.

Red Hat Day
RED HAT DAY, SEPTEMBER 23,

is the day on which all Oregon hunters
will be expected to wear a red hat as
a symbol of good sportsmanship.

The observance of RED HAT DAY
will climax an education program aim-
ed at improving hunter conduct and
the relations between landowners and
sportsmen. Governor Patterson has ap-
pointed a statewide committee to head
up this program which is sponsored by
timber, agricultural, and livestock
interests; labor organizations; federal
and state land use agencies; and con-
servation organizations. A total of 25
sponsors is listed on the committee
letterhead.

The RED HAT DAY program will
emphasize four major points of a code
of ethics which it is hoped that every
hunter will adopt. They are:

1. Respect for the property and
rights of others.

2. Care in the use of firearms.
3. Care in the use of fire.

4. Compliance with the game laws.
That there is need for improvement

in hunting practices and hunter conduct
in the field is easily demonstrated. In
1954 a total of 51 hunting accidents
occurred, of which 13 were fatal. Cer-
tainly, there is great need for an aware-
ness on the part of all hunters of the
importance of safe hunting practices
and safe handling of firearms. In the
same year, more than 200 forest and
range fires were credited to hunters.
Fire conditions may be critical in the
early portion of the hunting season and
extreme caution on the part of all
hunters is necessary to prevent range
and forest fires. In 1954 as in previous
years an unassessed amount of damage
accrued to private and public proper-
ties throughout the state. Vandalism
has in a large part been responsible for
the closure of much private land form-
erly available for public hunting. Those
who leave gates open, knock down

(Continued on page 6)
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Twenty-foot surf dory of the type used
by Game Commission. (Photo by Don
Mitchell)

HUNTING REGULATIONS
HEARING

The 1955 hunting regulations come
up for consideration by the Game
Commission in July. At its first hearing
on July 8, the Commission sets tenta-
tive regulations following consideration
of recommendations and information
submitted by the public and its own
technical staff. Final action on the
regulations will be taken at the ad-
journed hearing on July 22 to be held
at the Portland office of the Commis-
sion.

JUNE MEETING OF THE
GAME COMMISSION

The Oregon State Game Commission
met in regular session at its Portland
office on June 3, 1955. Items of business
considered included the following:

Budget: Approved the 1955-56 fiscal
year budget for the department in the
amount of $3,950,856.50.

Bids: Bid of Robben & Sons of $690
for installation of furnace in Sauvies
Island Management Area residence ac-
cepted.

Capital Outlay: Following capital
outlay items authorized: $3,000 for
purchase of hydrauslicer for Wizard
Falls hatchery to be used for cutting
up frozen fish food; construction of
boundary fences on Furber Marsh and
Rogue Valley Management Areas; in-

(Continued on page 8)



By H. J. RAYNER, Chief of Operations, Fishery Division

THE sport fishery for salmon along
the Oregon coast in the summer has
undergone a marked change since 1950.
More anglers are fishing offshore and
in the bays than ever before and suc-
cess has been high. For example, more
than 100 tons of salmon were caught on
sport tackle at the mouth of the
Umpqua in 1954 by 21,860 anglers.
Such phenomenal catches and exten-
sive angler participation reflect the
trend elsewhere in Oregon. Reasons for
the change in angler use and success
can be attributed in large part to a
marked change in angling methods.
The average angler has discarded the
plug and spoon for herring and candle-
fish, has tossed aside the stiff trolling
rod for a willowy drift or spinning rod.
His efficiency has increased by reason
of the better baits employed and he is
learning to frequent the haunts of feed-
ing salmon within and at the mouths
of the many bays as well as offshore.

The newly-introduced surf spinning
rod with its great range and light
weight has been a boon to the sport
fisherman along the coast, enabling him
to reach areas untouched before.

The use of fresh or frozen fish as bait
is not new and has been practiced with
a long history of success in the waters
of Puget Sound. Here "plug cut" or
strip bait as well as whole fish are
used in techniques known as "spinning"
or "mooching." The summer salmon
fishery on the Oregon coast is based
upon a feeding salmon population and
herring have proven to be very efficient
bait, though pilchards, anchovies, and
sardines are also used.

Yaquina, Winchester and Coos Bays
and the mouths of the Columbia and
Rogue Rivers have been the outstand-
ing producers in the new use of the sal-
mon sport fishery. The offshore sport
fishery in the ocean along the coast is
more widely prosecuted, the fisherman
taking fish wherever a boat can be
launched.

The salmon is not the only fish which
can be taken along the coast. A sport
fishery of vast potential, as yet relative-
ly unused, awaits the angler. Food
fishes which are also excellent sport
species of many kinds are present
everywhere along Oregon's ocean edge.
Readily available are at least five kinds

of sea perches (porgy, pogy, surf
perch) ; fifteen rock-fishes (sea bass,
rock bass, red snapper, rock cod, black
bass) ; kelp greenling (kelp, sea trout) ;
lingcod, sculpin, and many flatfishes
(flounders and halibut). A typical
catch is illustrated on page 8.

Some of the fishes are ugly and the
lingcod is especially so with its big
mouth and sagging belly. A four to
five-foot specimen is a sight long to be
remembered. Don't let the appearance
fool you, though, for the flesh is white,
flaky and delicious when cooked and
so are the other fishes listed.

The "snappers" though not closely
related to the red snapper of the Gulf
of Mexico are also red in color, some-
times brilliantly so, and they come out
of the water like so many big bright
goldfish reaching three feet in length.
The "red snapper" of the Oregon coast
belongs to a large group called rock-
fish of many species and as their name
indicates, they are commonly found
near rocks. The shore angler rarely
takes the "red snapper" but the black
rockfish is readily available.

(Continued on page 7)
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Blacktail Deer
Cut-over and burned areas of west-

ern Oregon furnish abundant food for
this nimble-footed deer, which is
found only on the Pacific slope. Though
difficult to hunt in his favorite brushy
habitat, the blacktail is a preferred
meat animal to many hunters. Even
the Willamette Valley supports quite a
few blacktail deer, but their presence
on farm land is frequently in conflict
with agricultural interests. Blacktail
deer are frequently heavier than mule
deer of the same age for the simple
reason that their food supply is more
abundant all year long.

Mule Deer
Most popular with Oregon nimrods

is this inhabitant of pine forests and
sage brush deserts-east of the Cascade
mountains. Increasing numbers have
made possible large annual harvests,
and have helped to make Oregon hunt-
ers among the most successful. Some
ranges are not capable of supporting
more deer and must be protected
against overuse. Bitterbrush is the
bread and butter browse plant for
mule deer, and is heavily used during
the winter.

Whitetail Deer
Scrub oak thickets and brushy low-

lands are favorite haunts of this long-
tailed deer, most familiar to eastern
hunters. It is most numerous on the
refuge located near Roseburg. The
white tail, flashed in alarm as the deer
runs for cover, is an easy identification
feature. The forward-curving antlers
with points rising from the main beam
also distinguish it from other deer. The
Oregon whitetail is found mainly in
western Oregon, but occasional animals
are observed on the east slopes of Mt.
Hood and in other parts of eastern
Oregon.

Rocky Mountain Elk
The Blue and Wallowa mountains of

northeastern Oregon are typical range
for Rocky Mountain elk. Lodgepole
pine thickets interspersed with moun-
tain meadows provide food and shelter
during the summer for these grazing
animals. When deep snow forces them
down, they seek protected canyons and
wind-swept hillsides at lower elevation.
Rocky Mountain elk are generally
smaller and lighter colored than Roose-
velt elk. Antlers of the bulls usually
have a greater spread but are less
massive, and are considered a prize
trophy by the hunter. Great skill must
be exercised in hunting these animals
as they seem possessed of the ability
to outguess the average hunter.

Roosevelt Elk
Open burned -over and logged-off

areas of western Oregon are preferred
by Roosevelt elk, sometimes called
Olympic elk. They are most numerous
in the Coast range, but some transplants
have been made to the Cascades where
they have mixed with the Rocky
Mountain elk. The Roosevelt elk is
usually darker than the others, and
antlers of the bulls are shorter and
more massive with a narrower spread.
Greater average weight is also attrib-
uted to these animals.

Pronghorn Antelope
The sagebrushdesert sections of

Malheur, Harney, and parts of Lake,
Crook, and Deschutes counties are
home to several large herds of prong-
horn antelope. Since sagebrush, par-
ticularly the short sage, is favorite food,
there is no shortage of suitable range.
The cinnamon-buff body color with
contrasting black and white markings
on the head and neck make this animal
distinctive in appearance. The large
white rump patch is visible for long

distances when the light is right. The
pronghorn buck has horns which are
longer and heavier than those of the
female, and both sexes shed their horns
each year. Its tremendous speed has
made the pronghorn famous as a run-
ner, and he frequently chooses to race
automobiles on highways crossing his
range.

Rocky Mountain Goat
Although never native to Oregon,

Rocky Mountain goats are now resi-
dents of the Wallowa mountains in the
northeastern corner of the state. After
trying unsuccessfully for two years to
trap some in Washington, we finally
obtained five animals which were re-
leased at the head of Wallowa lake in
March of 1950. Three shaggy-legged
males and two females headed for high
places and have since been seen only
a very few times by mountain climbers
and high lakes fishermen. Recent re-
ports from the game agent at Enter-
prise indicate that at least one young
goat is now with the band. Both male
and female animals have horns, those of
the male being longer and heavier.
They curve only sightly back over the
head.

Bighorn Sheep
Oregon now has a small herd of

California bighorns which were trap-
ped near Williams Lake, British
Columbia, in the fall of 1954 and trans-
planted to a small pasture on the west
slope of Hart Mountain. The original
of 25 animals has already increased to
31 with the addition of 6 healthy kids,
and the herd will soon be placed in a
new pasture of nearly a thousand
acres. The California bighorn is similar
in appearance to the well-known
Rocky Mountain sheep, except that the
horns of the rams have a more open
curl and may be somewhat less mas-
sive.
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THE 1954-55 TRAPPING SEASON
At the start of the 1954-55 trapping

season, the fur market outlook was far
from bright, with fur prices exception-
ally low. As a result many trappers did
not trap until late or trapped on a
reduced scale. By the middle of
January the market improved and
most furs increased considerably in
value. European buyers purchased
large quantities of the better quality
goods, causing the sudden improvement
and price rises.

Despite the poor outlook at the be-
ginning of the season, 1,614 trapping
licenses were issued. Of this number
1,136 or 70 per cent submitted reports of
their catch. The accompanying table is
compiled from the reports of these 1,136
trappers.

Once again long-haired fur animals
were practically worthless. Most of the
trapping efforts were devoted to catch-
ing mink, muskrat, beaver and otter,
all of which brought more per skin
than they did during the previous
winter.

RED HAT DAY
(Continued from page 2)

fences, frighten and shoot cattle and
commit other thoughtless acts have
made things "tough" for everyone. Nor
is vandalism confined to private prop-
erty. Public campgrounds are cluttered
up with all kinds of debris, signboards
are knocked down or perforated with
bullet holes, and camp tables and
benches have frequently been used for
firewood.

Unsportsmanlike conduct and acts of
vandalism cannot be pinned on any
particular group. Individuals who do
not follow the rules come from all
walks of life. Not infrequently a person
who appears to be a gentleman at other
times reveals his true character on a
hunting trip. The message of RED HAT
DAY is aimed at those individuals who,
although representing a minority of the
hunting public, have adversely affected
hunting recreation for everyone.

The "red hat" is to be known as a
symbol of good sportsmanship whether
worn by a logger, a lawyer, a farmer or
a bank president. To the wearer it will
be a constant reminder throughout the
hunting season that he has pledged
himself to be a true sportsman.

If everyone who hunts will get be-
hind this program and adopt a code of
hunting ethics, the 1955 hunting season
and future seasons will be more
pleasant and more profitable for every-
one concerned.
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Balinese Jig

COASTAL SPORT FISHING
(Continued from page 3)

In contrast, the sea perches frequent
sandy areas though they are also taken
in rocky areas adjacent to sand as at
Yachats where the rocks just north
of the river are interspersed with
tongues of sandy beach. Anglers at the
Rogue's mouth depend on the pogy for
sport when salmon fishing is slack.
They reach lengths of twelve to fifteen
inches dependent upon the species.

The kelp greenling is the beauty of
the lot, combining blue, orange and
green in striking combination. Our com-
mon species exhibits a marked differ-
ence in color pattern of the sexes. Don't
be surprised if you find that the flesh
of the fish is green. It will turn white
on cooking and is delicious. Generally
the fish does not exceed twenty inches
in length.

The giant marbled sculpin is no Beau
Brummel and is even more ugly than
the lingcod but he will fill a skillet
with fillets of quality. The giant marbl-
ed sculpin, common to our coast,
reaches a length of slightly over two
feet.

The flatfishes need no introduction
and they are a welcome addition to any
bag. Our bays and adjacent waters are
well populated with these fishes and
at least one of the species, the starry
flounder, enters fresh water, being
commonly found in the Columbia River,
for example, near the mouth of the
Willamette River. There are days when
the flounder is temperamental and may
tease the angler who is not on to all
of his tricks but generally the flounder
is a fish that all the family can catch
with ease.

Strip or whole herring, mussels,
clams, marine worms, shrimp, plugs,
and feather lures are used to take most

of the fish from the shore. Jigging or
the use of herring are productive
methods for use offshore. Jigging is
usually done with a lure made of shiny
metal but a bank sinker of eight to
twelve ounces attached just above a one
or two-ounce white feather jig will take
nearly all of the bottom fish except sea
perch. Jigging consists of dropping the
weighted lure to the bottom and lifting
it off immediately, continuing the
process until the bottom fights back!
Jig types and feather lures are illus-
trated on this page.

The angler with a boat usually enjoys
more success than the shore caster and
his success has resulted in an increased
use of boats along Oregon's coast. With
the greater use of boats by sportsmen
the possibility of the occurrence of
water tragedies has increased. The
overloaded boat without life preservers
in rough water is often a prelude to
death.

The use of boats does not inevitably
mean danger. Proper hulls equipped
with safety devices as prescribed by the
U. S. Coast Guard and fished in safe
waters with discretion would spell the
end of the usual stories of mishaps on
the water.

Game Commission personnel have
been using a boat of the dory type of
hull design which has stood up well in
offshore salmon tagging work and in
net-tending operations on large inland
lakes. The craft is a double-ender,
twenty feet in length, outboard engine-
powered through a well, and boasts 80
inches of beam. It is constructed of
plywood and weighs about four
hundred pounds. It is a modification of
the Grand Banks dory whose praises
are sung wherever deep-water fisher-
men discuss the "hand-liners" of New
England who braved the North Atlantic

Pipe Jig

in their small craft. Though not a
flashy runabout type, its sturdy ability
to cope with rough water gives it ap-
peal to the fisherman who is looking
for a hull in which he can put some
trust. It handles well with oars and
may be readily managed with engines
of five to fifteen horsepower. For ease
of operation, a rudder is usually in-
stalled else constant control is neces-
sary when only an outboard engine is
used for steering. It launches easily
from a trailer. (See cover for picture
of boat.)

Many drownings could be prevented
if a sensible design as described above
would come into general use for our
coastal sport fishermen. Under no cir-
cumstance should an angler with in-

(Continued on page 8)

Feather Jig
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COASTAL SPORT FISHING
(Continued from page 7)

adequate boating equipment venture
into unsafe water.

An important factor in safe boating
in coastal waters is wind velocity. The
newspapers and radio give daily the
speed of the winds. Any wind in excess
of twenty miles per hour is to be avoid-
ed in a small boat but when the wind
is 0-10 mph, conditions are ideal. There
are many days when only light breezes
make for safe coastal fishing. The in-
land angler intending to go to the coast
has only to make contact with a U. S.
Weather Bureau office, listen to a radio
weather report, especially that released
by KOAC in Corvallis, or to read the
weather report in the newspaper.

The careful coastal fisherman can
stow an emergency outboard engine or
a kit of spare parts aboard for that
rare occasion when engine trouble oc-
curs. Dirty gasoline or a fouled spark
plug can stall even today's dependable
outboards.

Sometimes there's a bonus such as a
sablefish for the offshore angler. Be-
ware though, of the wolf-eel, a long,
slim bottom dweller with a big head
and a tooth-studded mouth, for his
jaws can inflict a severe wound. He is
rare enough as to be seldom seen so
don't let his presence keep you from
enjoying Oregon's best fishing.

JUNE MEETING OF THE
GAME COMMISSION

(Continued from page 2)

stallation of sprinkling system on White
River Management Area.

Devils Lake: Heard several indi-
viduals who appeared to protest the
proposed chemical treatment of Devils
Lake. In view of the controversy exist-
ing among people interested in this
body of water, the Commission decided
to rescind its previous action authoriz-
ing the treatment of the lake.

Northside Range. Heard members of
the Range Improvement Committee for
the Northside Range of Grant County
present a proposal for a cooperative
program for improvement of range con-
ditions for livestock and game. The
Commission took the suggested pro-
gram under consideration.

This mixed bag of bottom fish represents one and one-half hours' fishing by two men and
a boy. The fish were caught off the mouth of Siletz River in water about 60 feet deep.

QUESTION
QUES: What is the cause of the odd
appearance of trout caught from De-
troit Reservoir this season?
ANS: A study of the situation is being
made at Detroit Reservoir to determine
the cause. However, most trout in the
wild have parasitic organisms but
usually these are not so numerous as
to affect the fish. Under crowded con-
ditions at the hatcheries, it is a routine
measure to treat trout for such organ-
isms. It has been noted by our field
agents that there has been a large con-
centration of fish in the upper end of
the reservoir which may account for
the increase of parasites. None of the
parasites of trout which are found in
Oregon, however, are harmful and the
fish are perfectly all right to eat.
QUES: May I buy confiscated or
salvaged game meat from the Game
Commission?
ANS: Not under the present policy.
The Commission has entered into an

BOX
agreement to sell all meat to the State
Board of Control for institutional use.
QUES: Does a person have the right
to hunt and fish on his own land with-
out a license?
ANS: Residents of this state, as well as
members of their immediate family,
may hunt, trap or fish on their own
land without a license except when
hunting big game. Regular hunting
license and big game tags are required
for deer, elk or antelope hunting.
QUES: Why can't you make the pre-
season releases of legal trout for our
local streams far enough in advance so
that the fish will have a chance to
scatter before the season opens?
ANS: With the whole state to cover, it's
a nip and tuck proposition to get them
distributed before the season. We can
not reach all waters at exactly the
ideal time since scheduling depends
upon weather and road conditions as
well as available trucks and manpower.
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