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DEER and ELK HUNTERS! Please
remember to mail in your report cards
on the success of your hunts. We want
those cards even if you did not bag any-
thing. The more we get back, the better
is the information on a state-wide basis.
This is needed when considering future
regulations and management of the
game herds.

* * *

A total of 883,128 fish were counted
passing over Bonneville Dam in 1954
according to Corps of Engineers report.
Of this number 632,949 were salmon-
oids, including 320,946 chinooks, 130,107
bluebacks, 4,063 silvers, 1,569 chum
salmon, 4 humpbacks and 176,260 steel-
heads. Of the remaining 250,179 mis-
cellaneous fish, 138,113 were suckers.

Total of all species counted over
Mc Nary Dam was 1,062,104 of which
499,375 were suckers. Salmonoids total-
led 310,746, including 126,555 chinooks,
108,181 bluebacks, 950 silvers, 1 chum
and 75,059 steelhead.

* * *

The 1955 chukar liberation of 11,501
birds brings the total field releases to
date to 43,109 since the first major re-
lease of this species in 1952. Most of
the birds have been raised at the Her-
miston game farm, with a few from
Ontario. This year's releases were dis-
tributed as follows: Northeast Region,
6,877; Central Region, 1,508; Southeast
Region, 3,116.

* * *

Two broods of mountain quail of
about 15 birds each were seen on a
tributary of the North Fork of the
John Day in October by the local game
agent. It is assumed that these broods
are a direct result of the April, 1955
transplant brought in from Baker
County of 29 mountain quail.

* * *

South Umpqua River salmon and
steelhead now have clear access to
twenty odd miles of spawning grounds
above the falls as a result of the new
fishway recently finished by the Game
Commision. One of the major single
stream improvement projects of this
season, the fishway by-passes the fish
around the falls by a series of pools.

QUESTION BOX
QUES: Does a crippled person need a permit to hunt from a car?
ANS: No permit is required other than the usual hunting license and tags.

The law states that a permanently disabled or crippled person, incapable of
walking, may hunt during the regular open seasons from a power propelled
vehicle. Hunting, however, may not be done while such vehicle is on any
public highway or while in motion.O

QUES: How long is an alien gun license good for and under what circum-
stances is it required?

ANS: The alien gun license is required of any noncitizen (resident or
nonresident) who desires to purchase a hunting or trapping license. The
gun license expires on December 31 of the year in which it is issued.O

WES: I have heard that the pioneer licenses will soon be abolished
entirely. Is this true?

ANS: No, the legislature passed a law limiting issuance of pioneer
licenses to persons who were born not later than 1899 and had lived in the
state at least 60 years. In other words, those persons born in 1900 and later
will not be eligible for this license even after completion of 60 years'
residence in the state. O

QUES: Why can't I have resident privileges to hunt and fish? I moved to
Oregon two months ago, have bought a home and settled down to live as a
permanent resident.

ANS: Insofar as purchase of hunting and angling licenses are concerned,
the law provides that any person who has not resided in the state for a period
of six months prior to license application is to be considered a nonresident.
We have no right to change the intent of the law.
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ANGLING REGULATION
HEARING

The Oregon State Game Commission
will hold a hearing beginning at 10 a.m.,
Friday, January 13, 1956, at its Portland
office, 1634 S. W. Alder Street, to con-
sider recommendations and evidence in
regard to the 1956 angling regulations.

Tentative regulations governing
angling seasons, bag limits and methods
of taking game fish will be formulated
and publicized. Final action on the
regulations will be taken when the
Commission reconvenes its hearing two
weeks later on Friday, January 27.

COVER
Waterfowl banding on Sauvie Island

prior to the 1955 hunting season.
The catching box into which mallards,

pintails, baldpates and wood ducks have
been herded from the trap is being
carried to rods containing bands.

Waterfowl banding by the Oregon
State Game Commission is part of a
coordinated program being carried on
throughout the Pacific flyway to gather
more facts on migrations and per cent
of annual harvest.

Hunters are requested to notify the
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the
Game Commission of all banded birds
taken, giving the band number and
place and date of kill. These returns
provide information on which to base
future regulations and management
practices. (Photo by Clark B. Walsh)
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By DELBERT GILDERSLEEVE, Chairman

DURING the last decade, fishing and
hunting in Oregon have increased

tremendously. Big game, small game
and, in some areas, trout are much more
plentiful now than at the turn of the
entury. However, there are also more

people to share the resource. The ag-
gregate take of fish and game has in-
creased manyfold with modern trans-
portation permitting the sportsman to
cover many times the ground he did
fifty years ago and superior hunting
and fishing equipment adding to his
skill.

What of the future hunting and fish-
ing for the average Oregonian? Meet-
ing the increasing stress on hunting
and fishing brings us up against several
problems. While the sportsmen of Ore-
gon enjoy a relatively free entrance to
vast areas since approximately 52 per
cent of Oregon is federally owned,
much of the fish and game still is on
privately owned lands. Hunters and
fishermen must rely on the tolerance
of the private landowners to harvest
this crop.

Despite the efforts of public agencies
and sportsmen's organizations, respect
for the landowner's rights and property
is not always what it should be. Land-
owners are becoming less tolerant and
trespassing laws more severely en-
forced. The fault lies directly with

(those few thoughtless, irresponsible
trangers who annually invade the

ranches and farms. Sometimes even the
most common courtesies that should be
extended to any host are ignored. With

a more common understanding it
would be possible for the farmers and
ranchers to increase the game crops on
their lands. It is also possible for the
landowners to practically make their
lands barren of fish and game. The
good will of the property owner must
be regained if we are to enjoy the so-
called free hunting and fishing we have
known in the past. To ignore this warn-
ing will inevitably bring on the private
shooting preserves such as exist in
Europe.

The Oregon Game Commission is
gravely concerned and is spending large
sums of money to keep hunting and
fishing available to all those who wish
to enjoy it. Encouraging progress is be-
ing made, but the sportsmen, them-
selves, must help to save the heritage
that has been handed down to them.

The Game Commission is constantly
endeavoring to acquire permanent
access wherever possible. For the bene-
fit of anglers, the Commission has ac-
quired to date with the help of Federal
Aid funds approximately 34 permanent
access sites along streams that vary in
cost from a few dollars up to $23,000.
Various other agencies in the state,
city and county governments have been
most cooperative in making their lands
open to the public. These public areas
are splendid insurance against a total
loss of fishing privileges but they are
not adequate to meet the whole demand.

In the past several years the Game
Commission has spent about $1,450,000
in acquiring land for the benefit of large

(Continued on page 6)
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Common Canada Goose
Largest and most widely distributed of all geese is the

Canada goose, sometimes referred to as the "honker." Its
large size, long black neck, and whitish cheek patches help
to identify it. Body color is brownish-gray with black
rump and tail. Belly and flanks are whitish and frequently
stained a rusty color. The bill and feet are also black.

Close relatives with similar color and markings include
the western Canada, lesser Canada, and cackling goose.
The honker is much larger than any of these, averaging 9
pounds, with exceptionally large specimens weighing up to
12 pounds.

Unlike ducks which seek new mates each year, the
Canada goose mates for life. It is believed that should either
partner die or be killed, the survivor will not mate again.
The gander is very protective when his mate is on the nest
and will attack intruders with vigor.

Hunters attribute uncanny wisdom to this goose which
makes hunting a decided challenge. The familiar V-shaped
flight formation and the resonant honking never cease to
attract attention.

Western Canada Goose
Except for its darker coloration, the western Canada

goose could easily be mistaken for the common honker.
Both are about the same size and have almost identical
markings. The white cheek patches of the western Canada
goose are frequently divided under the throat, but its
darker color is the main key to identification.

This goose occupies a restricted range from Prince Wil-
liam Sound in Alaska to northern California and rarely
wanders far inland. It is considered nonmigratory since it is
found throughout most of its range in winter and summer.
Oregon hunters frequently find this goose using grain
stubble fields during the latter part of the season, and many
of the birds remain until early spring. Like the honker, it
has the habit of posting sentries to warn the flock, and this
makes approach difficult. Since it feeds mainly on vegetable
matter, its flesh is very palatable.

Lesser Canada Goose
A proportionately shorter neck and smaller size charac-

terize this middle-sized member of the Canada goose
group. The brownish-gray color and body markings are
identical to that of the honker. In fact, it is sometimes called
"little honker." Average weight is about 5 pounds.

The lesser Canada goose is the most abundant member
of its tribe in the west and furnishes much hunting recrea-
tion. Since it breeds along the extreme northern Arctic coast,
it is a comparatively late spring migrant. This goose uses
flyways which take it through eastern Oregon in the fall,
and its higher pitched, sharper call is the best means of
distinguishing from its large relative.

Cackling Goose
Many hunters mistakenly call this little goose a brant,

but the cackling goose is a dark colored miniature of com-
mon Canada goose. It is a typically western goose with the
same dark coloration which marks the western Canada
goose and is about the size of a large mallard. Its average

3 pounds.
The lower part of the black neck frequently merges with

the darker feathers of the upper chest instead of being
sharply separated as in the other varieties. The cackling
goose has a noisy, high pitched voice which is considered
one of the best field marks.

Though once hunted almost to extinction, the little
cackler is now quite plentiful. Sportsmen from one end of
its range to the other take pleasure in hunting it.

Lesser Snow Goose
Said to be the most abundant of all geese on the continent,

the lesser snow goose is also the most abundant in Oregon.
Flocks numbering over 250,000 have been observed at
Summer Lake. Adult snow geese are all white except for
their black wing tips. Close inspection shows adults to have
pinkish bills with a black on the side called a "grinning

CACKLING
GOOSF

CANADA GOOSE SIZE COMPARISON
LESSER WESTERN COMMON CANADA
CANADA CANADA GOORF



patch" and dull red feet. Juveniles are grayish-white, often
with rusty stains on upper neck and breast. Legs and bill
are grayish-black. The shrill cry of high-flying flocks is
unmistakable even when the birds cannot be seen. Adults
weigh approximately 5 pounds.

Ross's Goose
The Ross's goose is identical in plumage with the snow

goose but is much smaller. It is more the size of an average
mallard. The reddish or sometimes purplish bill has warty
protuberances near the base and lacks the black grinning
patch of the snow geese. The Ross's goose frequently joins
a flock of snow geese in flight but can be readily picked out
because of its smaller size. It is a nearly silent bird,
particularly in flight.

Until 1940 nothing was known of its breeding range. Then,
in July of that year, two officials of the Hudson Bay
Company discovered the nesting grounds on a lake in the
central Arctic region about 50 miles north of the Arctic
circle.

White-fronted Goose
Frequently called "specklebelly" because of the mottled

dark markings on its breast, the white-fronted goose is a
medium-sized dark goose with an average weight of about
51/2 pounds. Head, neck, chest, and upper parts are solidly
brown except for the white band around the front of the
face at the base of the bill. The bill is pink but has a bluish
color near the base. Legs are generally yellowish.

Many consider the flesh of this goose to be preferable to
all others. It is almost wholly vegetarian, feeding heavily
on young grass shoots and grain. In flight, the specklebelly
voices a long, oft-repeated cackle resembling laughter.

Black Brant
The black brant is a strictly marine species of the Pacific

coast. It breeds along the Arctic coast of western America
and eastern Siberia and winters as far south as California
and Japan. In size it is slightly larger than a mallard duck,
averaging about 31/2 pounds in weight. Its general appear-
ance is brownish-black body with black head, neck, and
foreparts. A white collar, incomplete at the back, is located
just below the head but is not conspicuous except at close
range. These geese usually fly in small flocks close to the
water and at right angle to direction of travel.

Oregon hunters are not taking full advantage of the black
brant hunting which exists along the coastal bays and inlets
during December and are missing a wonderful taste treat
in addition.
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PUBLIC HUNTING AND FISHING
(Continued from page 3)

and small game. This is just a drop in
the bucket of Oregon's total area. The
prime objective in acquiring these lands
is for management of the wildlife re-
source. However, when conditions jus-
tify harvesting the game certain areas
readily can be made accessible to public
hunting since they are under state con-
trol. This is the principle under which
public shooting for waterfowl is made
available on those areas bought or
leased chiefly for management of the
waterfowl resource, such as Summer
Lake, Sauvie Island and Klamath.
Lands purchased to provide range for
big game also incidentally open up
areas to public hunting when this does
not conflict with the over-all manage-
ment program.

During the past year considerable op-
position has arisen over land purchased
by the Game Commission for winter
range for both deer and elk in eastern
Oregon. In purchasing private land, the
willingness of the landowners to sell is
the controlling factor and misunder-
standings have developed to complicate
acquisition. This has resulted in the
legislature taking action that increased
the previous taxes on management
areas by about 30 per cent.

A retriever delivers bird killed by his master on
the Sauvie Island Management Area, part of
which is open to public hunting. Good dogs save
many birds that otherwise would be lost to the
hunters.

December, 1955

REST GLEN LANDING

BE CONSIDERATE
NO PANNING II LAUNCHING AREA
NO EINES OCHE BE A AITKEN:NZ

"TAW a.

Forest Glen Landing on the McKenzie River is one of the boat launching sites acquired by the Game Com-
mission in connection with its program to provide access along major fishing streams in the state.

While the Commission has no plan
for buying up big game ranges on an
extensive scale, purchase of certain key
winter ranges has been found advisable
to maintain the populations. In the
summer time, deer and elk have food
in abundance but the deep winter snow
forces them down to lower levels to
areas that are only one-sixth the size of
their summer range. The number of
game animals that can be carried in
eastern Oregon is determined entirely
on the winter range available. Eighty
per cent of all big game in this area
winter on privately owned land. It is
immediately apparent therefore that
the good will of the farmers and ranch-
ers must be retained in order to main-
tain such large game herds.

Surely the sportsmen are paying only
a small part of the over-all expenses
in maintaining our fish and game re-
sources. The land purchased with
sportsmen's money is only an infinitesi-
mal amountprivate and other public
landowners carry the load. Private
landowners who raise the small game,
control fishing streams and big game
winter ranges contribute many times
more than the individual sportsman.

We have the problem of more and
more fishermen and hunters each year
providing them with fish and game
crops to harvest and places where they
can enjoy their recreation. To better
their opportunities for carrying on their
hunting and fishing, the Oregon wildlife
enthusiast's number one project now is

to better his relations with the private
landowners.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Delbert Gilder-

sleeve this month
completes his sec-
ond term as chair-
man of the Game
Commission, acting
in that capacity also
during 1951. He has
served on the Com-
mission since July,
1949.

Operator of a ranch in Baker county,
Mr. Gildersleeve has been interested in
fish and game affairs for many years.
From the personal standpoint, he enjoys
hunting big game, pheasants, waterfowl
and occasionally also likes to try his
luck at fishing.

A ramp for launching boats was com-
pleted last month at Owyhee Reservoir
by the Game Commision. It is located
on the east side halfway between the
dam and the old boat lift. Parking areas
also are available, having been con-
struction by the Malheur County Chap-
ter of the Izaak Walton League.

* * *

White-winged scoters have been re-
corded this season at the Summer Lak
checking station for the first time.
Three of the species were brought in
by hunters on the management area.
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DEER SEASONS
DEER hunting is one of Oregon's

most popular sports as evidenced
by mass participation each fall. Now
that the season is over many people
pause to relate their observations and
regulations come in for their share of
discussion. It is natural for hunters to
consider regulations on the basis of in-
dividual experiences and such reflec-
tions are healthy. An interested and in-
formed public is essential to the success
of any game management program.

The Game Commission receives
numerous comments each year on the
good and bad points of the hunting
season. It is obvious that many people
are unaware of the Commission's ob-
jectives. Many correspondents decry
the wanton waste of deer each fall and
propose a shortened either sex season
as the solution. An analysis of current
regulations in the light of this and other
suggestions appears to be in order.

As most of us know deer numbers
are at a high level today as compared
to the turn of the century. Tightened
regulations, including the buck law and
shortened seasons, as well as better en-
forcement and management are re-

r'ponsible. In recent years increases of
mule deer on many eastern Oregon
ranges have resulted in overuse of
winter food supplies, ending in starva-
tion losses which cannot be justified.
Blacktails in western Oregon have in-
creased in the brushier areas next to
farmland with the result that damage
has become a major headache. Sur-
pluses of deer, either from the stand-
point of range overuse or conflicts with
agriculture, should be harvested.

We are told that antlerless animals
must be hunted since the number of
bucks is limited and the removal of all
males would have little effect on the
total population. Fawns must be in-
cluded in this category since many
hunters, in the excitement of the chase,
cannot distinguish between a fawn and
a small doe. This inclusion is valid.

In earlier days the Commission at-
tempted to control deer surpluses by
means of controlled hunts limiting the
number of hunters on a specific area.
With only a few problems this proce-
dure is effective. However, the number
of areas needing a greater harvest has
increased in recent years with the re-
ult that the Commission adopted more
beral regulations. In making a choice

they have been faced with many prob-
lems which should be reviewed.

The stepped-up demand for deer

hunting as well as other forms of out-
door recreation has been an ever-in-
creasing burden. All of us must realize
that our individual freedom and success
in the field must decline as more people
participate. This is just one of the many
concessions we must make to the grow-
ing population and increased economic
development in Oregon.

Not only is the hunting pressure very
heavy, particularly at the start of the
season, but new roads continue to in-
vade the more inaccessible areas. Most
of the better deer country can now be
reached by automobile. It has become
necessary to open all the state at the
same time in order to distribute hunters
as well as possible. Such factors make
a comparison of hunting seasons in
Oregon with that in other states a
fruitless approach. Hunting pressure,
accessibility, and the habits of various
species of deer differ.

One of the best arguments against an
either sex bag limit commencing with
the season's opening is the recreation
involved. Recreation continues to re-

main the most important value of deer
hunting. Otherwise, most of us would
be better off to invest our money at the
butcher shop. Deer are less wary at the
season's start and many herds on the
more open ranges would be overshot
the first morning. Not only would the
opening day rush be disastrous to the
deer resource in some areas, but hunter
safety is a factor. A large percentage of
our gunshot accidents occur the first few
days when hunters are required by law
to detect antlers before firing. The haz-
ard to hunters would increase in the
enthusiastic hurry of many to bag any
deer at the start of the season.

The deer season opening for bucks
only provides maximum recreation
without jeopardizing the resource. All
areas may be opened to distribute
hunting pressure. Permitting those with
unused tags the choice of any deer at a
later date substantially reduces parti-
cipation as many hunters have filled
their tags and others have lost their
enthusiasm. Further, the deer have an
opportunity to become alerted before-
hand and better able to provide a
challenge to the hunter. Certain vul-

(Continued on page 8)

A pair of juvenile hunters, accompanied by their unarmed parents and their dogs, start out to try their
luck during the special pheasant and quail season on the E. E. Wilson Management Area.

JUVENILE BIRD HUNT
THE fifth annual special pheasant

season for juvenile hunters from
14 to 17 years of age was held on the
E. E. Wilson management area on
September 17, 18, 24 and 25. Fifty per-
mits were available for each day.

Daily bag limits included two cock
pheasants and two quaileither bob-

white or valley. Each juvenile hunter
had to be accompanied by a licensed
adult hunter at least 25 years of age.

Results of the season show that 188
juvenile hunters checked into the area
and bagged 67 pheasants and 28 quail
for an average of 0.36 pheasants and
0.15 quail per hunter.
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FALL CHINOOK
COUNT INCREASES

The passage of 347 fall chinook at
Winchester Dam on the Umpqua River
is of much interest for it represents a
great increase in the race. Numbers
checked for the past ten years have
been as follows:

1946 0 1951 13
1947 0 1952 12
1948 0 1953 86
1949 13 1954 1
1950 22 1955 347

Fall chinooks are at critical levels in
most coast streams and that there is an
improvement in Umpqua stocks is a
healthy sign.

DEER SEASONS
(Continued from page 7)

nerable areas can be protected without
undue hunter concentrations on those
remaining open. The manipulation of
seasons to control hunter distribution
and kill represents one of the impor-
tant controllable factors in deer man-
agement.

Each year the problem of illegal kills
and wasted deer is a matter for concern.
Experience indicates that the type of
season has little effect on such losses.
A certain percentage of hunters lack a
sense of moral responsibility which no
law can overcome. An individual who
would shoot a doe or fawn during the
buck season would not hesitate to walk
away from the same animal bagged
during an either sex season if it were
too small or thin to suit him. Public
opinion against such acts will be the
major deterrent. As long as other hunt-
ers passively accept such actions with
a shrug, illegal deer kills, livestock
losses, and hunter casualties will re-
main with us.

Recognizing the problems of hunter
pressure and accessibility in Oregon,
the present regulations appear to be
sound. All deer surpluses should be
utilized for the common good of the
state and vulnerable areas protected
and the Game Commission is in a posi-
tion to analyze results after the season
and make corrective adjustments in the
following years. The ills of waste and
other illegal practices cannot be cor-
rected by regulations alone. When all
hunters adopt the Red Hat pledge and
frown on cheaters the problem will
disappear.

Latest improved model of the Morton grader. Note aluminum sides, angle aluminum for more rigid
support of plastic separators and a separate stand. The front legs are adjustable for slope of grader.

THE MORTON FISH GRADER
BECAUSE the benefits to be derived

from the accurate grading of hatch-
ery-reared trout are great, considerable
effort has been expended in the devel-
opment of an efficient grader.

K. E. Morton, superintendent of the
Commission's Wizard Falls Hatchery at
Camp Sherman, has developed and
tested a new design for grading fish
into five size groups, automatically and
with a minimum of labor involved. The
objective in the grader design is to have
a continuous, adjustable tapering slot
and fish drop out at various places on
the slot much as do apples in an apple
grader. An overhead spray system
lubricates the surfaces helping to keep
the fish moving along and supplying
water to the rubber troughs that are
suspended underneath and which in
turn carry fish to individual cages, all
sorted as to size.

The grader is made of plexiglas and
aluminum. There were several reasons
for selecting plexiglas for use in con-

structing the grader. The most impor-
tant advantage of the plastic is its light
weight, one-half that of aluminum of
equal thickness. Lifting the grader in
and out of deep ponds and carrying it
over slippery bottoms makes lightness
necessary. Other advantages of plexi-
glas are that it is completely compatible
with animal tissue, is virtually un-
affected by water in chemicals and is
not subject to corrosion or oxidation.
The extreme smoothness of the plexiglas
when wet is an important advantage.
Already the grader has saved large
amounts of money by eliminating can-
nibalism and by permitting more con-
servative feeding. Fish can be graded
with it in such a manner that during
the planting period fish can be selected
for the proper length and no fish less
than legal length need be placed in our
trout waters where stocking for the
rod is the rule.

We are very proud of Mr. Morton
and his inventive abilities.
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