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Printer picked up the wrong slug of
type when making up the Game Season
table in the hunting synopsis and opposite
the general elk seasons for tag required
stuck- in "general deer tag" instead of
"general elk tag." Regardless of this,
the law does provide that elk hunters
must have an elk tag to hunt elk so a
deer tag is no good for elk.

* * *

A herd of 40 elk was seen late this
summer on the east slopes of Broken
Top Mountain in western Deschutes
county. This is the largest herd observed
for sometime in that area.

* * *

Hunters participating in the Lower
Imnaha and Upper Imnaha early deer
hunts enjoyed a high success ratio. The
457 hunters in the Lower Imnaha area
killed 390 deer, a success ratio of 85
per cent. In the Upper Imnaha area the
success ratio was 62 per cent with 148
hunters checking out 91 deer.

* * *

Irrigation reservoirs near Klamth Falls
recently were stocked with 2,000 year-
ling largemouth black bass and about
100 large brood bass seined from two
farm ponds in the Turner area in Marion
county. By cooperative agreements with
private pond owners, the Commission
uses the ponds as nurseries for bass and
bluegill sunfish, providing the initial
stock. When numbers of fish have in-
creased sufficiently, pond is drained,
surplus fish removed and stocked in
suitable waters elsewhere. A balanced
population of fish is left in the pond for
the owner.

* * *

In August, seven mountain goats were
spotted in the Sacajawea Peak area of
the Wallowa Mountain by the pilot who
usually flies the field agent on big game
surveys.

COVER
"Let's try the water." Canadian

geese photographed by William L.
Finley.

Toronto Site of Two Conferences
The 46th annual meeting of the Inter-

national Association of Game, Fish and
Conservation Commissioners was held in
Toronto, Canada, September 12, 13 and
14. The 86th annual meeting of the
American Fisheries Society was held
September 10, 11 and 12, the last day
being a joint field trip with the Inter-
national Association.

At the International conference, con-
siderable time was spent in discussions
of (1) fish and wildlife recreational plan-
ning for the future in the United States
and Canada; (2) the importance of na-
tional and local water policy in relation
to fish and wildlife resources; and (3)
the economic values associated with the
utilization of fish and game resources
in relation to other phases of our eco-
nomic base.

Some of the more important actions
taken by the Associantm in form of
resolutions included:

Asked for improvement of the present
administrative policies relating to the
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Soil Bank Act in those sections involving
wildlife.

Requested equal priority, after domestic
and livestock use, in water rights on a
national basis.

Established an active committee on
water resources.

Directed a resolution to the U. S. De-
partment of Commerce requesting that
in their annual business surveys they
include inventories of hunting and fish-
ing expenditures.

Established a committee to study the
needs and funds required for acquisition
of waterfowl habitat by March 1, 1957.

Urged Congress and appropriate agen-
cies, such as the Corps of Engineers, to
recognize the need for acquisition and
retention of reservoir lands for recrea-
tional purposes and modifying the
present federal policy with respect to
these areas.

(Continued on Page 7)

1955 NATIONAL HUNTING
AND FISHING SURVEY

Just at press time, release was issued
on the results of the national survey
of fishing and hunting in the United
States conducted at the direction of the
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service as the
result of a request by the International
Association of Game, Fish and Conser-
vation Commissioners.

The survey carried out by Crossley,
S-D Surveys, Inc., of New York, shows
that 25,000,000 fishermen and hunters
spent 3 billion dollars for 500 million
days of sport and drove their automo-
biles 10.4 billion miles in pursuit of
this recreation.

The primary purpose of the survey
was to obtain nationwide information
on the number of persons 12 years old
and older who engaged in recreational
fishing or hunting during 1955, the num-
ber of days on which they fished or
hunted and the total amount of money
they spent in these recreational pur-
suits. In more than 250 places, from the
largest cities to rural areas, including
places in each of the 48 states, some 300
interviewers obtained a representative
cross section of American households
and individuals. About 20,000 homes
were contacted, yielding interviews with
6,220 individuals who fished in 1955 and
3,108 who hunted.

In a forthcoming issue of the Bulletin,
we shall present in more detail an
analysis of the results of this survey.



FALL WATERFOWL

MIGRATION ROUTES

0 - 0 0 Mallards
XXX XX Snow and Lesser Canada Goose

ipp Snow and Cackling Goose
Black Brant

(These are the major routes followed by
six species of waterfowl through Oregon)

(( !R

By Chester E. Kebbe,

Chief Biologist, Waterfowl

October 13 marks the opening date of an-
other Oregon waterfowl season with prospects
of good hunting as bright as in any year
since the war. Forecasts indicate the size of
waterfowl flights this fall will approximate
those of 1955 when most hunters enjoyed
better than average success.

Such forecasts by the U. S. Fish and Wild-
life federal department charged
with the administration of this resource, are
based upon the interpretation of facts gathered
throughout the year and over the entire con-
tinent by federal, state, provincial, and private
agencies. Information is obtained and recorded
by hundreds of trained observers of migra-
tions, mortality from hunting seasons and
disease, wintering birds, breeding ground
conditions and nesting success. With this large
amount of factual data available, an accurate
prediction of fall waterfowl abundance can be
made. Hunting regulations are then enacted
to allow the harvest of the available crop.

Migratory birds may cross several inter-
national boundaries and a number of state
and provincial lines in their annual southern
trek from breeding to wintering grounds. Each
province and state along the migration routes
desires as long a season with as large a bag
limit as the resource will support. By inter-
national treaty no migratory bird season can
commence prior to September 1 nor terminate
after March 10 in Alaska, Canada or the
United States. In the United States the Fish
and Wildlife Service prescribes that no duck
and goose season can commence prior to Oc-
tober 1 nor terminate later than January 15.

Usually waterfowl wintering areas are ad-
jacent to or on private land and since most
waterfowl are primarily seed eaters, they often
cause considerable damage to grain crops.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Waterfowl using resting site on Oak Island, segment of the Sauvies Island Management area
near Portland.

WATERFOWL TODAY
(Continued from Page 3)

Early flights of pintails raid crops along
the entire flyway while the later arriv-
ing ducks and geese cause a variety of
damage from cropping winter wheat in
the north to raiding lettuce fields in the
Imperial Valley. These factors, as well
as spreading the gunning pressure to all
species and all flights through all states
and provinces, are quite important and
must be considered in setting seasons.

From the above it is obvious that
good waterfowl management cannot be
confined to a state or international
boundary and cannot succeed without
being a joint effort of a number of
agencies.

After studying the production figures
from the breeding grounds, the U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service has predicted
a good fall flight of birds in the Pacific
flyway and allowed the states to choose
a straight 80-day season or a split season
totalling 72 days. The Oregon State Game
Commission, after a meeting with other
western states, chose the straight season
starting on October 13 and ending De-
cember 31. Washington, Idaho, and
Nevada also chose the same season dates
and with the new federal regulation giv-
ing the Tule Lake basin the same dates
as Oregon, waterfowl hunting in the
northwestern states and a portion of
California will .take place at the same
time. Hunters along the Columbia and
Snake rivers and in the Klamath and
Tule Lake basins have long advocated
concurrent seasons with the adjoining

states. With most production figures com-
parable with 1955, the season lengths
and bag limits on most species are not
changed.

In Yamhill, Polk, Benton, Linn, and
Lane counties the Canada goose season
terminates on December 15 and the bag
limit reduced to two a day and in pos-
session. This is the major wintering
grounds of the western Canada goose
on which hunting pressure has developed
to a point where additional protection
is needed. The voluntary return of bands
by hunters shows 20 per cent of the
geese banded during the summer on
their major breeding grounds on the
Copper River Delta are killed during the
hunting seasons the following fall. After
three seasons about 37 per cent of the
banded geese are reported shot. The
majority of these geese are killed in the
above five counties.

The coot, locally known as a mudhen,
is lightly hunted in the Pacific flyway,
and as a result its numbers have in-
creased to a point where they are caus-
ing considerable damage to farm crops.
Less than one per cent of the banded
coots are ever reported taken. It is also
believed that there is direct competition
between coots and waterfowl for nesting
areas and food. In order to stimulate
coot hunting the maximum season length
of 105 days has been authorized. This
season will open on October 13, with
the waterfowl season, and end on Janu-
ary 25, twenty-five days after the duck
season closes.

Brant season again extends from De-
cember 1 through February 10. These

birds are found only along the coast
and are hunted primarily in Tillamook,
Netarts, Yaquina, and Coos Bay. This
specialized type of hunting is on a win-
tering population of approximately 3,000
brant, the main migration having passed
the Oregon coast in November for their
winter quarters along the coasts of Cali-
fornia and Mexico.

At this time of year waterfowl hunters
may be busily constructing blinds
around their marsh, wishing they had
planted some duck food around their
lake last spring or planning a trip to
some far away marsh for the opening
week end. For the latter, which includes
the majority of hunters, some knowledge
of waterfowl flights into Oregon is of
value. The "old timer" undoubtedly
knows where and when to go for his
shooting, but for the many thousands of
new hunters who take up the sport each
year and have no idea where most of
the birds will be found, a check of the
migration patterns and dates of migra-
tions will be rewarding.

From the foregoing review of hunting
seasons and production forecasts, the
Oregon hunter can expect good hunting
providing he is in the right place at the
right time and the weather is cooperative.

Between the opening date and the
middle of November the best hunting
will be had in the large marsh areas of
Klamath, Lake, and Harney counties.
Last year as many as 6,000,000 waterfowl
were estimated in the Klamath-Tule Lake
basin during the peak of the migration
in late October. White-fronted, snow,
Canada, and cackling geese and pintail
and mallard ducks predominate and
make up the majority of birds found in
the hunter's bag. Other areas, such as
Goose and Summer Lakes, Warner and
Harney Valleys, should be equally pro-
ductive of both ducks and geese.

During October, most of the shooting
elsewhere in the state will be on locally
raised mallards and a few migrant pin-
tails, baldpates, teal, and other species.

By Thanksgiving the large marsh areas
in southeastern Oregon are usually
frozen tight and waterfowl will be forced
to retreat to a warmer climate in the
Sacramento and San Joaquin Valleys. By
this time the migration of ducks and
geese destined to winter in the balance
of the state will be in full swing. Mal-
lards will be forced out of Alberta to
the ice-free Snake and Columbia rivers
and the Willamette and Coquille Valleys;
baldpates, or widgeon as they are com-
monly called, will be moving into west-
ern Oregon from Alberta, British Co-
lumbia, and Alaska; the Lesser Canada

(Continued on Page 6)



Participants in this year's hunter safety course sponsored by the Multnomah County
Sheriff's Reserve. Students are first told the purpose of the course and given various

instructional materials.

Lieutenant Rocky Willhoite holds a can that was filled with
water and then shot with a deer rifle to show the power

of the bullet.

HUNTER SAFETY COURSE
Many sportsmen's groups often ask, what can our club

do? Some of the clubs have decided upon projects. The
picture story here shows what a group can do to help the
cause of safe hunting.

The Multnomah County Sheriff's Reserve has for three
years now conducted a course on hunter safety, given along
the lines outlined by the National Rifle Association. Each
year the course has attracted about fifty students who avail
themselves of the excellent instruction given by the reserv-
ists.

However, the reservists could handle more students. The
course takes four hours on two Sunday mornings and in this
case is open to persons over 14 years of age.

At the left, students are told that loaded guns don't belong in cars,
while at the right, the proper way to cross a fence is discussed.

This type of course is one of the things a sportsmen's club
could sponsor to make hunting a safer sport. Game Commis-
sion representatives are happy to attend such courses to
answer questions and lend assistance.

How to start such a course? Information may be obtained
from the National Rifle Association in Washington, D.C.
Instructors must be qualified and a range secured, followed
by publicity to attract students. However, the effort and
time is well expended if one life or limb is saved the fol-
lowing hunting season.

What is your club doing as a worthwhile project? ? ?

Students are broken into groups and given further instruction. Nomen-
clature of the rifle and ammunition information is given.



Page 6 OCTOBER, 1956

This marsh is part of the Game Commission's Klamath Management Area. Key tracts of waterfowl
areas are being acquired as part of the waterfowl management program.

WATERFOWL TODAY
(Continued from Page 4)

goose will have moved from its breeding
grounds along the Yukon to the Colum-
bia basin east of Arlington; and the
western Canada goose will have arrived
in the Willamette Valley from its sum-
mer, home in southeastern Alaska.

Last year during the months of August
and September the Oregon State Game
Commission banded a total of 2,328 mal-
lards and 1,529 pintails in order to fol-
low their movements during the season
and to determine mortality through band
returns. The accompanying table shows
the results from this project. Of interest
is the percentage of mallards (23.8 per
cent) killed compared with the pintails
(7.3 per cent) even though three addi-
tional pintails were allowed in the daily
bag. Also noteworthy is that of 363 band
returns from 1,444 mallards banded on
Sauvie Island not one was reported from
California, indicating those mallards had
already reached their winter quarters
in western Oregon and Washington be-
fore the season opened.

Hunters are requested to notify the
Game Commission or U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service of all banded birds shot,
giving the band number, date, and place
the band was recovered. Everyone sub-
mitting such a report will be notified by
letter from Washington, D. C. of all
the data available concerning that par-
ticular bird. It is through the coopera-
tion of the hunter in reporting bands
that such information as migration
routes, mortality rates and origin and

destination of various flights are deter-
mined. An unreported band tossed in
the dresser drawer is of value to no one.

Since 194'7 when the banding program
was initiated in the state, over 45,000
waterfowl have been banded by the
Game Commission. The majority of the
recoveries are eventually made from the
area in which the birds were banded,
showing that they are creatures of habit
and generally return to the same locality
year after year. Always of interest are
the birds which stray from their usual
flyway and are eventually shot on the
east coast, in South America, the Hawai-
ian Islands or Siberia. In recent years
Oregon hunters have killed eight pin-
tails that were previously captured in
Hawaii, and hunters in Siberia have
taken snow geese and pintails originally
trapped at Tule Lake.

This year while you are scanning the
skies waiting for a duck or goose to
come into your decoys give a little

RESULTS OF 1955

thought to the future of the sport you
are now enjoying. Certainly, the popula-
tion of all western states is growing
rapidly and with this increase comes an
additional number of hunters with more
leisure hours to spend at this outdoor
sport. Also, with this enlarged popula-
tion comes a dwindling of duck habitat, as
more pothole and marsh areas are drained
to provide employment and food for the
populace. Then and there conflicts de-
velop between wildlife and agriculture.
One or both must suffer. A decreased
waterfowl habitat can only mean a de-
crease in potential reproduction.

Perhaps while you are thinking of
ducks you will recall the small pond
along the road to town and the brood
of mallards that were raised there each
spring. It has long since been drained
and planted to grass for pasture. Thou-
sands of similar areas throughout the
west, each with an annual production of
a brood or two, are also gone. More are
being eliminated each day. Also gone
or greatly reduced in size and productive
capacity are hundreds of large marshes,
the natural home of thousands of birds.
Each pond drained may be having an ef-
fect upon both the character of our
surface water areas and especially on
ground water supplies. Eventually we
may end up with a man-made problem
of water supply similar to the disastrous
drouth experienced in the early 1930's.

Depredations by waterfowl are most
severe where the natural homes of birds
have been altered to fit man's needs.
Most of the winter areas in California
are now private agricultural lands, while
the major breeding grounds in Alberta
and Saskatchewan are rapidly being
changed. Potholes in these provinces are
being drained to provide more grain land
for Canada's increasing population.
These prairies, known as "duck fac-
tories", produce most of the ducks which
winter in Oregon. Our own Klamath
basin, the focal point for millions of
waterfowl on their way to and from

(Continued on Page 7)

PRE-SEASON BANDING

Species
Banding
Locality

Number
Banded

Recovered
in Oregon

Recovered
in Calif.

Recovered Total Per cent Direct
Elsewhere Recovered Recoveries

Mallard Sauvie Island 1,444 357 0 6 363 25.1
Summer Lake 884 165 22 5 192 21.7
TOTAL 2,328 522 22 11 555 23.8

Pintail Sauvie Island 894 65 10 4 79 8.8
Summer Lake 448 6 15 2 23 5.1
Nehalem Bay 187 6 2 2 10 5.3
TOTAL 1,529 77 27 8 112 7.3

Note: Birds shot adjacent to Sauvie Island in Washington are listed as recovered in
Oregon. Recoveries other than from Oregon and California are mostly from
Washington.
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Radio and TV Programs
The Game Commission is on the air

throughout the state in a variety of areas
and times.

Most recent program series to get
under way is a report from the Govern-
nor's Natural Resources Committee. This
series will start on KOAC during the
first week of October with the Governor
doing the lead program. Following this
the Game Commission will have three
programs, the first featuring an inter-
view of P. W. Schneider, State Game
Director, and the two following covering
the game division and the fisheries divi-
sion of the Commission.

Also on a weekly basis, the Game Com-
mission presents information over KOIN
radio at 10:15 p.m. Thursdays and KPDQ
at 7:45 Thursday mornings.

Thirty-one stations of the state are
carrying the Game. Commission Bulletin
of the Air on a weekly basis, the time
for each station varying. KEX in Portland
airs the program at 7:00 a.m. Sunday
mornings. For local times, check your
newspaper or call your local radio station.

This program features in the field re-
cordings of Commission activities and
various hunting and fishing seasons.

Also starting in October will be Oregon
School of the Air series entitled "Oregon
Outdoor Adventures." This series will
start on KOAC October 3 at 11:00 a.m.
and will also be carried on KBPS in
Portland on Wednesdays at 11:15 and
Fridays at 2:15 p.m. These programs are
fifteen-minute dramatic stories about
various wildlife species in the state and
are designed for in the school listening
but should be of interest to anyone in-
terested in the outdoors. Other natural
resource management agencies of the
state will also contribute to this series
during the year.

One regular TV appearance is made
by Commission personnel on the Red
Dunning program on KOIN-TV, Thurs-
days at 4:30.

Preparation of the radio and TV pro-
grams is handled by Ron Shay of the
Commission's information and education
division.

WATERFOWL TODAY
(Continued from Page 6)

southern wintering spots, now contains
only a fraction of the acreage of its
original marsh.

Toward sunset you may feel you have
had a bad day, bagging only five ducks
when the law allows you nine. Yet, con-
sider the perils these birds have faced
before falling victim to your gun. As
man continues to change the face of the
earth and in so doing destroys waterfowl
habitat, it appears doubtful that the num-
ber of ducks and geese in the flyway can
be maintained at their present abun-
dance. It is certain, however, there will
be more hunters and fewer marsh areas
in the future. Will you or your son still
be hunting ducks over your little marsh
50 years from today? Chances are civiliza-
tion will have eliminated your marsh
too.

Several flocks of snow geese were ob-
served flying south over Sauvies Island
on August 25th, two weeks earlier than
observations made last year. Early
migrant pintails were first recorded in
the state on August 8 at Summer Lake
and on the Rogue River. By the end of
the month they were common on most
water areas. About 3,000 were counted
at Summer Lake on August 31.

DUCK STAMP SALES REPORTED
Oregon's sale of migratory bird hunt-

ing stamps during the 1955-56 season
totalled 69,875 according to figures re-
cently released by the Fish and Wild-
life Service.

The grand total for all sales in the
country was 2,369,940 (including 9,533
to Philatelic Agency). Mississippi Fly-
way had the most waterfowl hunters,
1,019,145.

Sales in the Pacific Flyway came to
430,596 and were divided as follows:
Alaska, 9,797; Arizona, 10,247; Califor-
nia, 180,173; Idaho, 35,614; Nevada, 11,-
081; Oregon, 69,875; Utah, 32,976; Wash-
ington, 80,830; and Hawaii, 3.

Hunting stamps are not required of
waterfowl hunters under 16 years of
age.

REMEMBER YOUR
RED HAT PLEDGE

FISH LAKE ACQUIRED
Acquisition by the Game Commission

of a 4640-acre tract including and sur-
rounding Fish Lake in the Steens Moun-
tain area of Harney county assures the
general public of continued use of this
popular recreational spot.

Fish Lake is one of the top fishing
waters in that section of the country and
has high value from the angling stand-
point. However, the tract of land also
opens up access to good deer hunting
areas.

Acquisition of the area is being han-
dled as a joint Pittman-Robertson and
Dingell-Johnson federal aid project,
since it will benefit both anglers and
hunters.

While the road to the lake has been
open to the public and maintained by
Harney county, part of it does go through
private land. Harney County Commis-
sion has agreed to try to have the road
dedicated as a county road and to
maintain it in the same condition as
in the past.

TORONTO SITE TWO
CONFERENCES

(Continued from Page 2)
Opposed the use of public funds to

drain wetlands.
Requested an increase in the research

program of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service for sports fisheries and game.

Opposed the increase of PR funds as
proposed under H.R. 12311 to be allo-
cated to Alaska.

Urged amendment to Public Law 732,
the Coordination Act, to strengthen and
place wildlife on a full partnership basis
and requesting a voice in this proposal
as it relates to federal construction pro-
grams.

Proposed amendment to the small
watershed act, with particular reference
to eliminating the sections providing
for putting new lands into production
through drainage.

Passed a general resolution covering
reaffirmation of federal legislation:

a. The military lands bill.
b. Financing U. S. Forest expansion

of recreational facilities.
c. Federal pollution legislation.
d. Requiring state approval under the

Federal Power Commission Act on water
development.

e. Urging Secretary of the Interior to
act immediately to avoid reduction of
the Klamath Basin waterfowl areas.

f. Asking that the soil conservation
program be consistent with the objec-
tives of the Soil Bank Act.
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Chukars like steep, rocky, dry slopes, Alllspotted with cheat grass, sage,greasewood
and bilferbrush, near brushy creek boll-orris
and swa /es with springs or streams
near by.

A native of India, this `Red-legged Partridge') was
first introduced in U.S. in 1893. First released
in Oregon in Sept: /95/. Later re/eases have covered
all suitable habitat areas in eastern Oregon. Most
plantings have thrived so well that hunt -iny will be
permitted in /956.

Hawks, owls and bobcats 4t,.
prey on young birds. .Starvation may occur when
deep, crusted snows 11c,

cover food supply. V
.;

Nest under /ow shrubs. A depression is
made in ground and lined with dried grass
and breast feathers. Pair up in February,
most broods hatched by July. Average
clutch /5 eggs. Incubation period 24 days.
Young start to fly in about /5 days. Coveys
tend to gather in large groups In late summer;

A plump grayish -brown
bird with bluish cast on
breast. Breast has 8-13
black flank bars.

vs, Cheat grass .seeds are 'plain diet A/so eat- grass leaves,
wild fruits and insects in season. Cereal grains eatenwhen available.

Black forehead line runs
through eye, down the neck

and meets as gorget between
throat and breast Throat

cream tan in color. Ear tufts
brown. BeaA-,/egs and eyelids
red on adults. Sexes marked

alike. Ma/es weigh /9-27ozs.
Females /3-19 ozs.

Chukars are fast runners, prefer running rather than
Flushing to escape. Have a fast wing beat and rapid Wight:
Rising fast and setting their wings to glide downhill
From danger.
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