


Withy Lake, fifteen-acre body of
water in Yamhill County and formerly
a well-known bass lake, was treated
chemically this season to remove a
rough fish population and restocked
with largemouth bass. An agreement
has been negotiated with the land-
owner to make the lake accessible to
the public beginning in 1960 when the
fish are of catchable size.

* * *

Planting of food crops on the Camas
Swale area in Lane County has had a
marked effect in attracting waterfowl.
Usage of the area by waterfowl during
the winters of 1953-54 and 1954-55 was
practically zero. After a food crop was
put in during the winter of 1955-56, a
peak number of approximately 25,000
ducks was recorded. During the past
winter, the peak reached 38,000. Pintail,
widgeon, mallards and green-winged
teal made up the bulk of the birds.

* * *

During the 1956-57 school year, Game
Commission personnel conducted 293
programs in 233 schools. Total student
attendance was 52,292. The hunting
safety program, new this winter, was
featured at 203 of the programs.

* * *

The Portland office filled more than
1,300 requests for information material
during March and April. In the same
period, there were 265 requests for
Commission movies. Commission em-
ployees reported attendance at more
than 150 meetings.

1957 HUNTING REGULATIONS
TO BE SET IN JULY

The 1957 hunting seasons, bag limits
and other regulations will be estab-
lished by the Oregon Game Commission
at hearings in July. The first hearing
will be held on Friday, July 12, at which
time the Commission will formulate
tentative regulations. Final action will
be taken two weeks later on July 26.
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NEW MEMBER OF GAME
COMMISSION APPOINTED

Ralph T. Renner of Lake and Klam-
ath counties was appointed April 17 to
the Game Commission by Governor
Holmes. He succeeds the late Elmer
Balsiger of Klamath Falls as an eastern
Oregon representative on the Commis-
sion.

Interested in angling and hunting,
Mr. Renner was born and educated in
Modoc County, California, but has lived
in Oregon for 18 years. He makes his
home near Lakeview and operates 27,-
000 acres of ranch and farm lands in
Lake and Klamath counties.

Mr. Renner is married and has two
daughters and three grandchildren. He
is a member of the Elks Lodge, Cham-
ber of Commerce, Grange and Farm
Bureau, and the Oregon Cattlemen's
Association.

MAY MEETING OF THE
GAME COMMISSION

The Game Commission met in regu-
lar session on May 10 and among ac-
tions taken were the following:

Memorial Plaque ... Authorized in-
stallation by Izaak Walton League of
memorial plaque in honor of Ed Averill
and William Finley on Oak Island.

Capital Outlay . . . Approved the fol-
lowing expenditures: $3,120 for troughs
and $9,976.60 for retaining wall at Rock
Creek hatchery; and $1,500 for two-car
garage at Bandon hatchery.

Oregon Fish Festival . . . Tabled re-
quest for $400 for Oregon Fish Festival.

Keep Oregon Green . . . Authorized
contribution of $250.

Emergency Closure . . . Because of
hazardous conditions during construc-
tion of Copco's Big Bend project, closed
to angling Klamath River from 1,000
feet above the Big Bend damsite down-
stream to a point 1,000 feet below the
Big Bend powerhouse site.

Fishery Access . . . Tabled request of
Tillamook County Court for help in
building boat ramp at Netarts Bay as
the major forms of recreation to be
benefited would not justify expendi-
ture of game fishery funds. Tabled de-
velopment at Depoe Bay access site to
determine if local cooperation can be
obtained. Authorized purchase of ac-
cess site on Coquille River contingent
upon contribution from Port of Bandon.
Authorized: $6,000 for development of
access site on highway property along
Coos River; purchase of 217-acre tract
along Sandy River with smelt funds;
$300 for parking area at Haines Pond in
Baker County.

Klamath Management Area . . . Ap-

proved purchase of Barney Hooper
tract.

MORTON WINS AWARD
A top award winner in the State Em-

ployee Suggestion program is Kenneth
E. (Gene) Morton, superintendent of
the Wizard Falls Trout Hatchery on the
Metolius river. Morton received the
maximum $500 cash award for sugges-
tions he made which were included in
the design of a new steelhead hatchery
to be constructed on Gnat creek in
Clatsop county.

Morton, who has gained national and
even international recognition in the
fish cultural field through development
of a mechanical fish grader, suggested
changes in hatchery design which will
make the Gnat creek plant one of the
most modern and efficient in existence.
Incorporation of his suggestions will
permit improved fish grading, better
disease control, more efficient utiliza-
tion of feed, and much greater rearing
capacity. It is estimated that substantial
savings, possibly as much as 25 cents
per pound of fish reared, can be realized
with the plan suggested by Morton.

Morton, 46 years old, has been with
the Game Commission a total of 16
years.
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By R. U. MACE, Chief Biologist, Big Game

Bto"-

IG GAME kill figures for the 1956
season are available for comparison

with past years. Despite poor reports at
the start of the deer season, the total
kill exceeded that of any previous year
except 1955. Oregon continues to lead
the nation in deer killed for the fourth
successive year. Elk hunters also en-
joyed good success with the second
highest kill on record.

It has been possible to measure the
deer kill since 1948 when a separate tag
was first issued. A report card attached
to the tag is filled out and mailed by the
hunter. Information from the cards is
summarized by machine to determine
the percentage of the total kill coming
from each county. The card analysis
also reveals the proportions of bucks
and antlerless deer taken in the indi-
vidual county.

The total kill cannot be determined
from card returns alone since some
hunters do not submit reports. A ran-
dom sample of license holders is ques-
tioned to measure total kill. The pro-
cedure, which has been outlined by sta-
tistical experts, requires drawing the
names of approximately two per cent
of all hunting license holders. Each
hunter has an equal chance of being
selected under the scientific sampling
method used. Those selected are mailed
questionnaires and asked to report on
their hunting success. Hunters who fail
to respond are interviewed when neces-
sary since success of the method re-
quires a complete return. The per-
centage of successful deer hunters de-
termined by the questionnaire survey

c" is multiplied by license sale figures to
4 establish the total deer kill. This total

is prorated among the counties on the
basis of percentages determined by the

return card analysis. The same method
is used to calculate the general season
elk kill. Identical procedures have been
followed each year since 1948 and
checks reveal the results to be very ac-
curate.
Deer Seasons:

The 1956 deer season opened on Sat-
urday, September 29, and extended
through October 21st. Bucks only were
legal the first two weeks, followed by a
nine-day season on both sexes through-
out eastern and northwestern Oregon.
An additional week end of either-sex
hunting was permitted in 1956 com-
pared to the previous year. Spikes also
were legal for the first time during the
eastern Oregon general buck season.

Table 1 summarizes general deer sea-
son results. The sale of 233,842 deer
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tags represents an increase of one per
cent over 1955. During the previous four
years the average annual increase in
hunting pressure had been eight per
cent. The kill of 119,741 deer was the
second highest bag on record, being ex-
ceeded only in 1955. Bucks comprised
62 per cent of the total compared to 63
per cent in 1955 and 73 per cent in 1954.
Eastern Oregon hunting continues to
be the most popular with 66 per cent of
the kill being mule deer.

Spike bucks were legal throughout
eastern Oregon from the start of the
season. Prior to 1956, a legal buck had
to have at least a forked antler. Year-
ling mule deer generally produce forked
antlers but the percentage of spikes has
increased in recent years, particularly

(Continued on page 5)
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This office is frequently confronted
with inquiries regarding what consti-
tutes the Commission's fish and game
management organization. Such an or-
ganization means different things to
different individuals, depending on
their interests, experiences or observa-
tions. To some, a series of fish hatchery
and game farm installations with their
annual production of fish and birds
represent the primary element of a fish
and game agency. To others, manage-
ment areas, public shooting grounds,
refuges and big game winter ranges
display the major phase of an operation.
Those interested in the year-to-year
fluctuations and status of fish, bird or
big game populations direct their atten-
tion to the work of the management
biologist whose continuous surveillance
of this essential feature of these wild
resources represents the significant as-
pect of the states' endeavors in this
field. The individual whose avocation
embraces a serious inquiry into the na-
tural history and identification of wild
species is keenly interested in the work
and findings of the research man.

We often receive inquiries regarding
methods of issuing licenses, purchasing
of supplies, property control or similar
aspects representative of the adminis-
trative and fiscal phase of the depart-
ment's operations. Questions of legal
interpretation or those of a regulatory
nature continuously arise. Not infre-
quently we are confronted with ques-
tions regarding our construction and
maintenance program on an extensive
physical plant located in varied climates
and diversified terrain.

With fish hatcheries, game farms,
waterfowl management areas, big game
winter ranges, screen manufacturing
and maintenance plants, basic research,
administrative facilities and numerous
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other physical features and related
functions, it is apparent that the state's
program for the protection, mainten-
ance and utilization of its important
fur, fish and game resources is exten-
sive and varied.

The point of these comments is not,
however, to describe any one of these
activities. Each would represent an ex-
tensive volume because they reflect the
product of many years, sometimes sev-
eral hundred as in the highly specialized
field of fish culture, of endeavor on the
part of many people in their respective
fields. The objective here is to point out
that Oregon's program, as is the case in
other states, represents a consolidation
and application of numerous and varied
specializations to a common objective.

The Oregon Game Commission is
staffed with about 300 people whose
skills represent as wide a field as is to
be found in any comparable organiza-
tion either public or private. The civil
engineer and accountant, the biologist
and range manager, the building main-
tenance man and the lawyer all repre-
sent essential and interdependent links
in the organization. No specialized skill
is self-sufficient but at the same time is
essential as part of a coordinated effort
directed at the successful prosecution of
the program being carried out for the
benefit of the resources for which the
Game Commission holds a solemn re-
sponsibility.

Oregon is fortunate in having seen to
it that a competent and experienced or-
ganization has been developed over the
years. The growing public demands on
the resources involved impose ever
more difficult challenges in providing
for a sustained protection and supply
of fish and game. The average tenure
of employees is slightly over 16 years.
This is a basic factor of great impor-

tance in today's program where not
only technical competence but experi-
ence is mandatory. The Game Commis-
sion's organization, facilities and pro-
gram consist of a composite of closely
integrated and highly specialized activ-
ities employing the skills and knowledge
of many crafts, sciences and experience
by dedicated people. And, of additional
interest to the tax payer, it is angling
and hunting license revenues, not gen-
eral tax monies, which support the pro-
gram. P. W. Schneider.

WALT RYCKMAN RETIRES
Another Game

Commission old
timer is joining the
ranks of the re-
tiredWalter F.
Ryckman, who
left the depart-
ment on May 31
after 35 years in
state service.

Walt was em-
ployed on a per-
manent basis in
August, 1922 (also

had worked a few months in 1914). He
served chiefly as a game warden and
held this job until game law enforce-
ment was turned over to the Depart-
ment of State Police
ated in 1931. Walt transferred to the
Game Division of the State Police and
stayed with that department until Aug-
ust of 1938. He then returned to the
Game Commission to do stream im-
provement work in the coastal area, a
job involving not only considerable
physical activity but public relations as
well. Keeping streams cleared of log
jams and other obstructions is impor-
tant to the maintenance of the anadrom-
ous fish runs. When obstructions were
the result of natural causes, Walt re-
sorted to dynamite or saw. If private
individuals or companies, such as log-
ging operators, were responsible, then
Walt had to contact the proper persons
and gain their cooperation.

The coast has always been a favorite
spot for Walt and his wife Eva for they
enjoy clamming and fishing. At home
his garden keeps him busy and now he
undoubtedly will have one of the best
kept ones in the neighborhood.

Walt was born in Kansas, in May,
1892, but came to Oregon at the age of
fifteen. He has a daughter and a grand-
daughter, who, it goes without saying,
is the apple of her grandpa's eye.

Walt leaves the department with best
wishes from his fellow workers for a
happy and enjoyable retirement.
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TABLE 1 - 1956 GENERAL DEER SEASON

County
Number

of
Hunters

Kill Per Cent of
Hunters

Successful

County
Area in

Sq. Miles

Deer
Harvested

Per
Sq. MileBucks Antler less Total

Baker 8,639 3,918 2,220 6,138 71.0 3,084 2.0

Benton 4,209 1,289 1,091 2,380 56.5 647 3.7

Clackamas. 5,089 1,002 1,127 2,129 41.8 1,890 1.1

Clatsop. 3,234 605 605 18.7 820 0.7

Columbia 3,020 519 547 1,066 35.3 646 1.7.

Coos 4,735 1,315 1,315 27.8 1,611 0.8

Crook 13,944 3,770 3,438 7,208 51.7 2,980 2.4

Curry 1,078 604 604 56.0 1,622 0.4

Deschutes 16,369 3,226 3,089 6,315 38.6 3,041 2.1

Douglas 9,066 3,474 3,474 38.3 5,062 0.7

Gilliam 1,079 382 244 626 58.0 1,211 0.5

Grant 16,221 6,272 3,888 10,160 62.6 4,532 2.2

Harney 11,165 5,059 2,241 7,300 65.4 10,132 0.7

Hood River. 2,235 399 338 737 33.0 529 1.4

Jackson 7,094 2,309 342 2,651 37.4 2,817 0.9

Jefferson 3,969 1,177 846 2,023 51.0 1,794 1.1

Josephine 2,209 591 146 737 33.4 1,625 0.5

Klamath 19,807 6,364 3,863 10,227 51.6 5,973 1.7

Lake 14,246 5,081 4,039 9,120 64.0 8,270 1.1

Lane 16,104 5,140 4,705 9,845 61.1 4,594 2.1

Lincoln. 2,579 757 354 1,111 43.1 1,006 1.1

Linn 7,236 2,325 2,063 4,388 60.6 2,294 1.9

Malheur 6,096 2,736 1,300 4,036 66.2 9,870 0.4

Marion 3,729 769 686 1,455 39.0 1,173 1.2

Morrow 3,374 1,045 720 1,765 52.3 2,059 0.9

Multnomah 436 57 33 90 20.6 424 0.2

Polk. 3,724 943 601 1,544 41.5 739 2.1

Sherman. 705 235 235 33.3 830 0.3

5,342 1,035 198 1,233 23.1 1,115 1.11.,-,Tillamook

Umatilla 8,373 1,942 1,407 3,349 40.0 3,231

Union 6,563 2,200 1,513 3,713 56.6 2,032 1.8

Wallowa 5,908 2,589 1,381 3,970 67.2 3,178 1.2

Wasco 4,920 1,243 1,049 2,292 46.6 2,387 1.0

Washington. 1,958 336 151 487 24.9 716 0.7

Wheeler 7,668 3,080 1,971 5,051 65.9 1,707 3.0

Yamhill 1,719 304 58 362 21.1 709 0.5

TOTALS AND 233,842 74,092 45,649 119,741 96,350
AVERAGES 51.2 1.2

TABLE 2 - CONTROLLED DEER SEASONS

Area Dates
Number of Kill Per Cent of

Tag HoldersTags
Issued Bucks Antlerless Total Successful

Drewsey 8/18- 8/21 502 102 219 321 63.9

Jordan Creek.. 12/8 -12/11 302 164 164 54.3

Lookout Mountain 12/1 -12/4 269 176 176 65.4

Lower Imnaha 9/1 - 9/5 500 100 290 390 78.0

Malheur River. 10/13-10/21 1,419 848 848 59.8

Minam 9/1 - 9/5 502 36 119 155 30.9

Newbridge 12/1 -12/31 201 120 120 59.7

Northside I 11/24-11/28 1,297 814 814 62.8

Northside II 12/8 -12/10 1,384 723 723 52.2

Pine Grove 12/1 -12/4 203 128 128 63.1

Pleasant Ridge 11/24-11/27 150 67 67 44.7

Silver Lake. 11/24 -11/28 1,499 1,128 1,128 75.3

Spray 12/1 -12/4 690 297 297 43.0

Swan Lake 12/1 -12/4 801 508 508 63.4

Upper Imnaha 9/1 - 9/5 191 23 68 91 47.6

TOTALS AND 9,910 261 5,669 5,930
AVERAGES 59.8

1956 Big Game Harvest
(Continued from page 3)

on the poorer ranges. Many sportsmen
have felt that spikes should be included
in the bag to prevent waste. A check of
the 1956 results revealed that spikes
made up 11 per cent of the total mule
deer buck kill.

Figure 1 illustrates the distribution of
kill throughout the season. The open-
ing week end and the two hunter's
choice week ends accounted for 60 per
cent of the total bag. Relatively few
hunters participated throughout the
midweek periods. Compared to 1955,
success was lower at the first of the
season. In 1955, 48 per cent of the deer
were killed during the fourteen-day
buck season with 25 per cent being
taken the first week end. The same
period in 1956 accounted for only 38
per cent of the total kill with 20 per cent
being bagged the first two days.

Controlled hunts continue to be nec-
essary in specific areas. Crop damage
must be handled at the time it occurs.
Some of the more inaccessible ranges
are lightly hunted during the general
season, requiring more intensive regu-
lations to direct hunting pressure. Con-
trolled hunts have proved to be most
effective in such cases and are applied
when necessary. During 1956, fifteen
hunts were held. The 9,910 tagholders
bagged 5,930 deer for an average suc-
cess of 60 per cent. Results are pre-
sented in Table 2.

The total kill from all seasons
amounted to 125,800 deer. This includes
129 animals bagged by archers in the
nine open areas. Table 3 summarizes
past seasons for comparison with the
1956 figures.

Elk Seasons:
The 1956 general elk season ran from

October 27th through November 12th
along the coast and extended through
November 21st in the remainder of the
state. Bulls with three or more points
per antler were legal in the coastal
counties while hunters were permitted
to take any bull in the Cascade and
northeastern areas. Both sexes were
legal in southeastern Oregon.

Table 4 summarizes results. The sale
of 34,885 elk tags is the highest on rec-
ord, showing an increase of 19 per cent
over the previous year. Clatsop and
Coos counties continue to furnish most
of the western Oregon kill. Umatilla,
Wallowa, Union, and Grant counties
are the main producers in the eastern
portion of the state. Rocky Mountain elk
in eastern Oregon made up 80 per cent
of the total kill compared to 83 per cent

(Continued on page 6)
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TABLE 3 SUMMARY OF GENERAL DEER SEASONS

Year
Kill

Total
Per Cent of

Hunters
Successful

Tags
Issued

Mule Deer Black-Tailed Deer
Bucks Antlerless Bucks Antlerless

1948 166,618 23,141 16,644 39,785 23.9

1949 163,628 36,865 20,395 57,260 35.0

1950 173,429 26,471 17,580 44,051 25.4

1951 171,252 37,850 19,312 57,162 33.4

1952 188,250 32,366 20,426 19,657 5,210 77,659 41.3

1953 204,808 39,916 24,652 27,623 13,045 105,236 51.4

1954 215,047 54,357 22,384 27,702 8,043 112,486 52.3

1955 230,585 51,933 35,570 30,203 13,385 131,091 56.9

1956 233,842 47,155 32,309 26,937 13,340 119,741 51.2

1956Big Game Harvest
(Continued from page 5)

in 1955. Bulls comprised 90 per cent
of the bag.

Most elk were killed the first of the
season as illustrated in Figure 2. The
first week end accounted for 28 per cent
of the total bag with 63 per cent being
taken the first nine days.

For the second consecutive season a
limited number of antlerless permits
were issued for northeastern Oregon
elk units. The purpose of unit hunts is
to control the distribution of hunters
and the kill on areas where antlerless
elk are taken. Permits became valid on
the third week end to encourage a more
uniform distribution of hunting pres-

sure. In addition to the unit hunts,
eleven controlled elk seasons were held
in 1956 to accomplish specific objectives.
Results are presented in Table 5. The
5,675 permit holders on unit and con-
trolled hunts bagged 2,074 elk for an
average success of 37 per cent.

The 1956 kill for all seasons, including
one animal reported by an archer, to-
taled 7,089 elk. This is the second high-
est tally on record, being exceeded in
1949 when unlimited either-sex hunt-
ing was authorized over much of north-
eastern Oregon.

Conclusions:
Five consecutive hunter's choice deer

seasons have been held since 1952 and it

TABLE 4 - 1956 GENERAL ELK SEASON

County
Number

of
Hunters

Kill Per Cent
Hunters

Bulls Antlerless Total
of
Successful

Clackamas 34 9 9 26.5

Clatsop. 4,774 387 387 8.1

Columbia . 175 20 20 11.4

Coos 2,339 307 307 13.1

Curry 35 5 5 14.3

Deschutes 13 2 2 15.4

Douglas 733 111 111 15.1

Klamath 35 4 4 11.4

Lane 830 89 89 10.7

Lincoln 141 20 20 14.2

Marion 32 1 1 3.1

Tillamook 226 19 19 8.4

Wasco 73 9 9 12.3

WESTERN OREGON
SUBTOTALS 9,440 983 983 10.4

Baker 2,454 191 169 360 14.7

Crook 401 14 31 45 11.2

Grant 3,885 392 239 631 16.2

Harney 379 19 36 55 14.5

Malheur 272 11 19 30 11.0

Morrow 1,641 152 152 9.3

Umatilla 6,789 1,023 1,023 15.1

Union 5,019 657 657 13.1

Wallowa 4,273 1,047 1,047 24.5

Wheeler 332 16 15 31 9.3

EASTERN OREGON
SUBTOTALS 25,445 3,522 509 4,031 15.8

TOTALS AND 34,885 4,505 509 5,014
AVERAGES 14.4
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appears advisable to review the re-
sults.

The need for more liberal hunting
became evident several years ago. Ex-
cessive deer populations on many east-
ern Oregon winter ranges were result-
ing in the depletion of shrub supplies.
To protect important food supplies for
the maintenance of future deer herds
it became necessary to harvest more
animals. Hunting bucks only has little
effect on total numbers and the removal
of some antlerless animals was required.
Controlled hunts proved inadequate to
handle all problem ranges.

While winter range problems were
developing in eastern Oregon, deer
damage to crops became serious, par-
ticularly in the northwestern portion of
the state. Harvesting more of the annual
crop became the primary objective of
deer management. Liberalized seasons
were designed to reduce wintering
populations of deer in order to protect
range resources and to control game
damage.

The Game Commission considered it
inadvisable to have an either-sex sea-
son effective on the opening date. Most
hunters participate the first week end
and the entire state must be open to ac-
commodate the heavy hunting pressure.
Under such conditions, the opening
blast on deer not alerted would result
in an excessive kill on some of the more
popular areas. With both sexes legal at
the start, the deer season would tend to
be a short affair with little recreation
provided.

The hunter's choice regulation effec-
tive at the end of the general season
was adopted. Advantages included the
absorption of opening day pressure with
little damage as bucks only are legal.
After many hunters have filled their
tags or lost enthusiasm, the hunter's
choice season opens. Since pressure is
reduced it is possible to control hunter
distribution to some extent by closing
certain areas and delaying the opening
date on others. Recreational use is
spread over a longer period of time and
the deer have become alert and prove
to be better game animals.

Deer seasons are compared on the
basis of total kill figures. Prior to 1952
when bucks only were legal, the aver-
age yearly kill was 49,565 animals. The
individual hunter had a 29 per cent
chance of being successful. Since 1952
under a hunter's choice regulation the
annual harvest has averaged 109,243
deer of which a third have been antler-
less. Average hunter success increased
to 51 per cent. Hunter's choice seasons
certainly have provided more returns
to Oregon sportsmen in recent years.

(Continued on page 7)
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What has been the effect of such sea-
sons on wintering populations of mule
deer? Current measurements reveal
varying conditions. Some of the more
popular hunting areas show a decline
in numbers. This is particularly evident
on the central Oregon ranges in De-
schutes and Crook counties. Here it is
apparent that animals residing on the
more open ranges are affected while
deer summering in dense cover are not
hunted heavily unless weather forces
an early migration. The over-all density
on the 56 mule deer ranges studied,
however, shows little change. The aver-
age of 12.7 deer per mile is four per cent
lower than that recorded in 1956 and
five per cent above the average for the
last eleven years. On 21 herd ranges,
the population shows an increase over
last year. Either-sex hunting has not
been as effective in reducing wintering
populations as planned, due in part to
mild weather which has encouraged the
survival of deer.

Range management is the most im-
portant single phase of deer manage-
ment. Have recent seasons improved
winter range conditions? Changes occur
gradually. Although growth conditions
were excellent last summer, it is neces-
sary to conduct measurements over a
long period of time in order to deter-
mine trends. Permanent studies are
being carried out for this purpose. Use
of bitterbrush continued to be high
this past winter, averaging 51 per cent
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of the annual growth. Under such heavy
use the maintenance of existing shrubs
and the survival of reproduction will be
difficult. Little improvement can be
noted over the past five years.

What effect has either-sex hunting
had on reducing crop damage? Appar-
ently, deer are able to survive in the
dense cover adjacent to farmlands de-
spite heavy hunting pressure. In north-
western Oregon where nearly half the
damage complaints are received each
year, the problem remains serious. The

TABLE 5 CONTROLLED ELK SEASONS

Area Dates
Number of Kill

Per Cent of
Permit

HoldersPermits
Issued Bulls Antlerless Total Successful

Birch Creek 12/8 -12/12 600 14 126 140 23.3
Chesnimnus 11/10-11/21 500 13 267 280 56.0
Clatsop 12/1 -12/2 800 31 151 182 22.8
Desolation 11/10-11/21 200 10 40 50 25.0
Flora. 8/18- 8/27 200 15 61 76 38.0
Heppner 11/10-11/21 250 86 86 34.4
Leap 8/18- 8/27 100 3 23 26 26.0
Matson Creek 12/1 -12/2 125 13 102 115 92.0
Mill Creek 11/10-11/19 100 14 54 68 68.0
Milton 12/8 -12/12 300 6 32 38 12.7
Minam 11/10-11/21 100 4 24 28 28.0
Promise 8/18- 8/27 300 21 133 154 51.3
Shaw Mountain 11/24-11/28 100 2 12 14 14.0
Sled Springs.. 11/10-11/21 200 3 115 118 59.0
Starkey 11/10-11/21 300 8 147 15,5 51.7
Tenmile Lake 9/1 - 9/4 100 3 11 14 14.0
Tillamook Burn 11/17-11/20 400 74 ... 74 18.5
Ukiah 11/10-11/21 300 5 114 119 39.7
Umatilla 11/10-11/21 300 8 148 156 52.0
Walla Walla 11/10-11/21 200 2 93 95 47.5
Wenaha 11/10-11/21 200 2 84 86 43.0
TOTALS AND 5,675 251 1,823 2,074

AVERAGES 36.5

number of individual complaints in-
creased from 201 in 1952 to 285 in 1956.
It is probable that the situation would
have become more critical if antlerless
deer had not been hunted.

Review of recent regulations reveals
that the annual deer kill and individual
hunter success have increased substan-
tially during the past five years. While
some of the more popular hunting areas
show a decline in mule deer numbers,
the Over-all population indicates little
change. Hunter's choice seasons have
failed to reduce the size of most winter-
ing herds to proper levels. It is apparent
that changes in total deer numbers as
the result of hunting are gradual, al-
though vulnerable portions of a par-
ticular herd may be decreased sub-
stantially. The possibility of over-shoot-
ing popular areas and the effect of
either-sex hunting in making animals
more wary may have a greater influ-
ence on hunter success than the gross
population trends. As hunting pres-
sures increase it is predicted that great-
er control over the distribution of
hunters will be necessary.

In July the Game Commission will
face the problem of designing 1957
hunting regulations. The information
available, combined with the expressed
desires of the public, will serve as the
basis for these regulations.

COVER
Game Commission field agents often

have to travel rugged terrain such as this.
Bob Stein, district game agent, and Dean
Elarrison, game officer for the State Police,
pause for a rest on a trip into the high
Wallowa elk country. (Photo by Milt
Guymon.)
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The bird is native to Orvgon,a reddish-
brown color phase being found from
Cascade summit to the Pacific Ocean.
Gray phase found from east slopes
of Cascades through the Blue and
Wallowa Mountains.

On his favorite log the male
beats the air with his
wings to make the 'drumming
sound to call his mate.

Bursting into explosive,
twisting flight ruffed
grouse startle the hunter
and make a difficult
target.

Head feathers
crec-ted when
alert or
strutting.

t 44.
-s, kg, AftP//0.,/

444,

/4,

Ruff

Berries; insects seeds,
and buds are eaten in
season,- a/so acorns,

azetnuts, hawthorn,
and fruits.

4. -
A medium sized grouse with a

dark blackish- green ruff" of
feathers on the neck. Upper parts
of body reddish-brown or gray;
underparts gray or buff with dark
bars. Tail- fan- shaped with black
band near the tip.

ill& me'
Predators sometimes catch the sleeping
grouse in his winter 'igloo."

Oregon State Game
Commission Bulletin

1634 S.W. ALDER STREET
P. 0. BOX 4136

PORTLAND 8, OREGON

Summer Winter

Foot of Ruffed Grouse
winter does are edged with a row of

-fine appendages suggesting snowshoes
which are shed in mid- summer.
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