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the cover
The lordly Rocky Mountain elk proudly

surveys his domain and dares man to out-
wit him. It isn't often the opportunity pre-
sents itself for a picture like this, taken in
Wallowa County several years ago.

(Photo by Nils Nilsson)

RECORDED BIRD CALLS
PROHIBITED

A new federal regulation this year
prohibits the taking of migratory game
birds by "the use of recorded bird calls
or sounds or recorded or amplified imi-
tations of bird calls or sounds." This
change was announced too late to be
included in the Game Commission's
synopsis of waterfowl regulations which
was already being printed.
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SEPTEMBER MEETING OF
THE GAME COMMISSION

At its meeting on September 20, the
Game Commission conducted the fol-
lowing business:

BidsRejected as too high bids re-
ceived for construction of residence at
Oak Springs, garage at La Grande and
boat ramp on the Coquille River.

Ontario Game FarmAccepted offer
of $35,110.50 by R. W. Nusom for pur-
chase of the Ontario game farm.

Capital Outlay Authorized new
troughs for Bandon and Rock Creek
hatcheries; remodeling at Southwest
Region office; installation of well pump
and duck blinds at Camas Swale man-
agement area; stock fence on White
River management area; equipment
trailer for Central Region; increased
appropriation to total of $36,000 for
Ochoco Reservoir chemical treatment;
$300 for treatment of Higgins Reservoir.

State FairInstructed staff to inves-
tigate cost of possible exhibit at the
1958 State Fair.

Rainbow LakeAuthorized negotia-
tion for agreement under which Rain-
bow Lake would be open to public fish-
ing without charge.

Clatsop AccessAuthorized coopera-
tion with Clatsop County in construc-

TWO MORE EMPLOYEES WIN
SUGGESTION AWARDS

Again two Game Commission em- -Th
ployees have won cash awards in the
State Employee Awards Suggestion pro-
gram.

Bob Mace, chief of big game, re-
ceived $175 for his suggested IBM form
to be used in making applications for
special and unit hunt tags. It will re-
sult in a more efficient and speedy han-
dling of the thousands of applications
received by the department for the con-
trolled hunts.

Ray Hall, employed at the Central
Point fish screen plant, was awarded
$240 for his suggestion of a deflector
plate to be installed on all screen
shafts to prevent leakage water from
the screen box striking the gears.

tion of road to south jetty of Columbia
River to provide fishing access.

Deschutes Access Authorized ob-
taining easement over private land and
application for withdrawal of public do-
main on Deschutes River in vicinity of
Tumalo State Park.

Wallowa River Access Authorized
$2,800 for purchase of lands and right
of way and application for withdrawal
of public domain to provide access.

Footnote

.
for the SHOOTING HOURS

table in the 1957 hunting synopsis er-
roneously advises hunters to "subtract"
one hour to obtain Malheur County
time when it should say "add." This slip
of the tongue has been corrected in the
waterfowl regulation synopsis, which
also includes the table.

* * *

Six Rocky Mountain goats were ob-
served in the Matterhorn-Hurwal
Ridge-Sacajawea Park area above Ice
Lake in Wallowa County during a re-
connaisance in early August. From the
sign observed it was estimated at least
a dozen animals were in the area, which
is considered to be excellent since the
original 1950 transplant was very small
and included only one adult female.

* * *

Good usage by wood ducks of nest
boxes on Sauvie and Government Is-
lands was had again this season.

A few chukars were released late this
summer on a trial basis in the Dead In-
dian country of Jackson County, which
comes more nearly to complying with
habitat requirements of the species than
most of western Oregon. The birds were
surplus after eastern Oregon areas had
been stocked.

* * *

The annual waterfowl brood census,
completed in August, indicated the
crop to be larger than any in the last
five years. There was an increase of
14 per cent above the good production
year of 1956.

* * *

Marked cutthroat planted as legals
last spring showed up well in the Lin-
coln County tidewater troll fishery this
summer. Moorage records and creel
sampling will make it possible to eval-
uate the program. Anglers can help by
reporting marked fish taken.

* * *

Doves were banded this summer in
several counties-100 in Umatilla dis-
trict, 19 in Wasco County and 81 in
northern Lake County. Most of the
birds banded in Lake County were cap.
tured with a mortar net trap, which
works best at watering sites where
heavy concentrations occur.
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Austin F. Hamer, Supervisor, Conservation Education

EXCITED young voices could be
heard over the breaking of the surf

on the sandy beach in front of Camp
Meriwether, the Boy Scout camp a few
miles south of Tillamook. More than
half a hundred scouts had already gath-
ered near the flagpole, and a few had
already started off down the beach with
their leaders. What's all the commo-
tion, you might ask. How come so many
boys are out here at 5:30 in the morn-
ing? Where are they going?

Well, come on along, mister. We're go-
ing to hike a mile or so down the beach
to the marine gardens with the Game
Commission wildlife counselor. He'll
tell us about starfish, shellfish and
other kinds of marine life, help us gath-
er specimens, and look for agates, pretty
rocks, and unusual bits of driftwood.
We'll really work up appetites, and, if
we can tear ourselves away from all the
interesting sights, we'll make it back
to the dining hall just in time to sit
down to breakfast.

That's the start of a typical day for
any one of the several wildlife conser-
vation education men who find them-
selves scheduled for a two-day stay at
Camp Meriwether. But it's only the
start! Each man knows that he has a
day's work ahead of hima day that
ands with the telling of "just one more"
exciting story around a campfire.

Shortly after breakfast, the first of
several groups of scouts will gather to
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hear the wildlife counselor tell some
interesting things about animals, birds
and fish which provide our people with
so much good hunting Here
comes the wildlife man now, fellas. Give
him a hand with those cases of mount-
ed birds. And, say, look at that box of
animal skins. You got a wolf pelt in
there?

After a brief introduction, the wild-
life counselor launches into his discus-
sion. He may start out with a bit on
deer hunting because some boy men-
tions that his dad says the deer are al-
most all killed off. Just what is the basis
for deer herd management in Oregon,
anyway? What do deer have to have in
order to grow fat and frisky? It doesn't
take long to get the answer. Why, food,
water, and shelter, of course. Yes, and
in some places there's a shortage of
food in the winter time because ranges
have been overbrowsed by livestock
and game animals.

And so the discussion goes until an-
other scout interrupts to ask, "Can you
tell the difference between a buck track
and a doe track?" The wildlife counse-
lor has to admit that he can't, and that
lots of hunters who think they can have
been badly fooled by a big doe track in
soft, wet snow. Some of the more ex-
pert may know the secret of identify-
ing sex from tracks and other sign, and
soon all the boys are eager to try their
hands at it. They might even teach

their dads something new.
A set of deer or elk antlers serves to

start a discussion on the when and
where of antler growth and shedding.
And then comes the question concern-
ing determination of age by counting
antler points. Sure! You know it can't
be done. But the boys have never heard
of looking at the teeth in the lower jaw
as the biologists do. They want to look
at the feet and tails, too. Just because
the black-tailed deer waves a white tail
at you as he disappears in the thick un-
derbrush, it doesn't mean that he is a
whitetail. But there are some white-

(Continued on page 6)

Acting as a song leader may not have any direct
connection with a wildlife program but Cal Giesler,
education representative for the Game Commis-
sion, takes it in his stride.
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DIVING DUCKS



Summer camp youngsters always enjoy the game department exhibits of mounted birds, wild animal
skins and deer and elk antlers.

KIDS, CAMPS AND CRITTERS
(Continued from page 3)

tailed deer in blacktail country, and
even an occasional mule deer sneaks
across the dividing line during the sum-
mer. Say, this is confusing. But the
wildlife counselor soon gets it all
straightened out for the boys.

How the time flies! We've hardly
started, and half of the allotted hour
with this group is already gone. One of
you fellows asked for a wolf pelt. Here
is a beautynearly eight feet from tip
to tip. No, it wasn't killed in Oregon. It
came from Alaska. You see, as far as
we know, there are no wolves in Ore-
gon any more. The last ones were
killed during the 1930's. Every now
and then someone sees an exceptionally
large coyote and mistakenly calls it a
wolf. Here is a coyote pelt for compari-
son. He looks pretty small alongside the
wolf, doesn't he? But, like the wolf, he
eats lots of mice, ground squirrels, rab-
bits and other rodents. In this way he
helps to control the rodent population.
You can't say that everything he does
is bad.

Here's another predatory animal you
might be interested inthe bobcat. He
does most of his hunting at night, and
feeds mainly on rodents and birds.
Hunters blame him for killing game
birds such as the mountain quail and
the blue grouse, and he probably does
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kill them when he can. After all, they
look like food to him. Should we con-
demn him for being hungry and trying
to satisfy his appetite? However, let's
not go overboard on this idea. When
such predators become too numerous, or
when they destroy valuable crops or
property, controls must be exercised.

Furbearing animals may not furnish
recreation to sportsmen but they attract
quite a few trappers, both young and
old. Most plentiful is the muskrat, and
lots of these pelts go to the fur coat
manufacturing industry. More than 34,-
000 muskrats were trapped in Oregon
last season. Beaver is another water-
inhabiting animal found all over Ore-
gon. Here is a beautiful, glossy pelt.
It would look quite different if it were
made into a coat. By the way, the bea-
ver is sometimes called "Mother Na-
ture's engineer" because of his habit of
building dams in the small headwater
streams. He doesn't realize what an
important conservation job he is do-
ing, but man should. Many an eastern
Oregon rancher has water for livestock
throughout the dry summer months
simply because a colony of beavers has
dammed up a mountain stream. But
beavers do their share of damage, too,
and frequently have to be trapped on
agricultural lands, or where they are
tunneling through dikes or irrigation
ditch banks. For this reason there are

open trapping seasons during the win-
ter months when pelts are prime.

Here's a lad who has been looking at
this mounted chukar partridge in th
case, and probably wondering where he
might see birds like this in the wild.
You'll have to hunt some of the rug-
ged, rim-rock country of eastern Ore-
gon if you want to see these birds. They
were introduced by the Game Commis-
sion a few years ago when studies
showed that the chukar could live in
places not already occupied by other
game birds, and could live on cheat grass
and other weed seeds. Hunters who have
tried chukar hunting find it very sport-
ing, and they also find out that real
shooting skill is required to hit a bird.

Oh oh! It's already time for us to stop
because you fellows are due at the rifle
range in five minutes. If there are some
questions you want to ask, look me up
right after lunch. I'll be around the big
lodge. See you later, fellas.

Between now and lunch time the
wildlife counselor will talk to at least
two other groups of scouts. His after-
noon is full, too. During free time he
may help some scouts who are working
on wildlife or other conservation merit
badges. Some of them want special help
on tree and plant identification. The
wildlife counselor helps them to learn
about plants which furnish food an
shelter for animals and birds. Frequent-
ly, one of the leaders will join the group
to question the Game Commission man
about conservation projects which a
scout troop can work on during the
winter months. Or, sometimes they
have special questions to ask about doe
seasons, hunting regulations, or law en-
forcement. They are seeking informa-
tion truthful answers to questions
about wildlife management and conser-
vation, and that's what we try to give
them. If we don't have the information
at our fingertips, and our temporary
summer workers frequently don't, we
make every effort to obtain it for them
later.

Say, I better check over my supply
of camp fire stories. I already have
three invitations to attend camp fires
tonight. That's about all I can handle.
The story about the "Side-Hill Gouger"
should do for one, and a couple of Paul
Bunyan yarns always go over pretty
well with the younger boys. I'll be
lucky to get back to my quarters and
into my sleeping bag by 11:30. Did
someone say this summer camp job was
just like a vacation?

During the two-day stay at Cam!
Meriwether, more than 200 boys in
each of the nine weekly sessions will

(Continued on page 7)
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KIDS, CAMPS AND CRITTERS
(Continued from page 6)

choose to spend at least an hour with
ur wildlife counselor. It's difficult to

measure the conservation education
values given to individual boys, but the
increased interest in and awareness of
good conservation practices can be eas-
ily observed by troop leaders and par-
ents. When a boy will voice disapproval
of his dad's taking more than the limit
of fish "because the wildlife counselor
told us that's taking someone else's
share," we think our conservation edu-
cation program must be doing some
good.

Welt it's time to leave Camp Meri-
wether or we'll miss supper over at
Camp Kilowan, the Camp Fire Girl
camp near Falls City. Let's go!

The first thing on the schedule will
be stories at the evening campfire.
However, some of the men would just
as soon lead some singing, and perhaps
teach the girls some new songs. Be-
lieve me, the wildlife counselor has to
have a variety of talents. The girls real-
ly look forward to having our wildlife
man in camp for a day or two, and even
the camp director has been known to
touch up her lipstick before he arrives.

During the day we'll meet with sev-
eral groups of girls who are divided

ato units according to age groups. The
Bluebirds, little girls from seven
through nine, are really fun to work
with. They can ask more questions than
you can shake a stick at. In our talks to
them we try to stimulate their interest in
all living things outdoors. We want them
to enjoy the beauty of the forest, and
learn to appreciate it enough that they
will help to keep it green. They want to
know what every wild flower is, what
kind of a bird is that sitting in the top of
that tree. The wildlife counselor really
has to be a good naturalist, and he must
also be a patient, understanding teacher.
Here comes the first group of Bluebirds
now. Hi, gals. Are you all set to take
a hike up the hill to see a pond with a
dandy beaver dam? We might even
see some beavers if we're still as mice.
If you have sharp eyes you should see
some baby wood ducks with their
mother. Wouldn't that be fun? But, if
we're going to see any animals or birds,
we will all have to be very quiet along
the trail to the pond. One of the coun-
selors can bring up the rear so that we
don't have any stragglers. There, I guess
we're all set. Oh, now wait a minute.

you little gals are going to hang onto
oth of my hands, none of us will be

able to get down the trail without step-
ping on each other's heels. Let's spread
out just a little bit.

Here and there along the trail are
some red huckleberry plants. The girls
make a frantic dash to be the first to
get a handful of berries. The red
huckleberry plant is a favorite with
deer, too. Its foliage is like meat and
potatoes to them, or perhaps it's more
like ice cream. The trailing wild black-
berry is another favorite food plant. Isn't
that fireweed pretty growing up there on
the side of the hill? Look at all of the
honeybees gathering nectar from the
blossoms. Beekeepers even bring hives
of bees out to a logged-off area like this
because there are so many fireweed
plants. Deer eat the leaves and stems,
too.

Look at the deer tracks. Looks as if a
doe and her fawn have walked along
here just a short time ago. We'll have
to keep a sharp lookout for them. Now,
let's be very still as we approach the
beaver pond. Yes, I think I see a beaver
'way over on the far side. See that V-
shaped ripple in the water as he swims
along. He's heading for that old dead
tree along the shore. Probably has a den
underneath the roots. And there is a
mother wood duck with a brood of
young ones swimming along behind her.
She doesn't seem at all worried, but she
appears to be watching us pretty intent-
ly. Look at those little rascals go
through the weeds.

On the way back to camp a stop is
made along the creek to look for young
trout. The girls turn over rocks and
look for water insects. A few crayfish

scurry from one hiding place to another.
We seize upon the opportunity to point
out that both insects and crayfish are
food for fish that are trying to grow up.
This stream is at low water stage right
now and the fish don't have many places
to hide. Even the food supply is rather
scarce. Do you suppose a stream like this
can provide very much in the way of
good fishing? Well, back to camp, girls.
Hasn't this trip been fun?

Before the summer is over our reg-
ular conservation education staff mem-
bers and the five temporary wildlife
counselors will have visited nearly 200
camp sessions in more than half a hun-
dred different youth camps. These will
include Boy Scout, Girl Scout, Camp
Fire, 4-H, Y.M.C.A., Denominational,
and a few miscellaneous camps. Each
year we look forward to improving our
educational service to the youth organi-
zations, and to the 15,000 young campers
who come to us each season to learn
about wildlife conservation. Before
these young people can accept the re-
sponsibility of stewardship over wild-
life and other natural resources of the
state, they must have learned to appre-
ciate the beauties of nature, and the in-
tricate relationships of all living things
to each other. Then they will want to
practice conservationwise use. And
the desire will come from their hearts.
We are privileged, indeed, to have a
hand in shaping those desires which will
help to bring greater hunting and fish-
ing recreation for all Oregon residents.

A nature hike is an ideal way to arouse interest in the wildlife and teach its relationship to other
natural resources.
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Of all of Oregon's natural resources,
water is dominant. Water is the re-
source from which, along with our land,
essential elements of our society and,
for that matter, our existence, springs.

Throughout the year, the Game Com-
mission is engaged, among other things,
in an active program of management of
the vast and diversified game fish re-
sources of the state. The management
of these fisheries with its attendant in-
creasing public use and associated in-
creasing cost is an important part of
Oregon's economy and society. It is a
resource which is directly utilized by
thousands of Oregonians as well as vis-
itors from other states. It likewise con-
tributes to the economy of numerous
communities and individual enterprises.

Fundamental to the continued main-
tenance of this resource is the place as-
sured for fish resources in the over-all
water development and water use pro-
gram now and in the future. Regardless
of the amount of money spent or the
heroic efforts of modern fisheries man-
agement, there is no possibility of sus-
taining our great and unique fish re-
sources unless positive provision is
made for the maintenance of water in
proper quality and volume for the pro-
duction of fish.

A number of studies have been ini-
tiated in recent years on various drain-
ages in Oregon and the Pacific North-
west Region to seek some of the an-
swers to watershed management. Each
of these is of extreme importance not
only to industry and agriculture but to
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all other interests in the natural re-
source field, especially fish resources.
One of the most recent is the study of the
Alsea River watershed authorized by the
1957 regular session of the Oregon Leg-
islature, which appropriated $50,000 for
its immediate initiation through the
Governor's Committee on Natural Re-
sources. The study will embrace an eval-
uation of all land and water use practices
in relation to this typical coast river sys-
tem. The numerous and complex prob-
lems occasioned by multiple use of a
river system will be subject to study and
evaluation. Although techniques of
watershed management have been
needed for many years, tragically, many
of them are not yet known. It is manda-
tory that improved knowledge of the
care and management of our river sys-
tems be developed on a multiple use
and comprehensive basis with all pos-
sible dispatch. Such studies as the Al-
sea are of great importance to the user
of our fish resources.

We have watched with dismay the
ever increasing demands imposed on
our water resources for the innumer-
able uses inherent in our society. It is
a well established fact that the demand
for water is increasing faster than is
our population on a national basis. Of
more frightening concern are the evi-
dences in numerous river systems of
single purpose uses to which water has
been devoted, resulting in disastrous
results to many of our native fish re-
sources. These examples, although
perhaps on occasion unavoidable, have

had the net effect of destroying one
value in order to create another. This
problem has given rise in recent years
to much concern and effort to avoie-Th
needless destruction of self-sustainin,
values which are becoming more valu-
able each year.

The relatively new water law in Ore-
gon recognizes with comprehension this
problem. The signs are plain that for
maximum values to accrue from all
water use programs, there must be de-
veloped a greater knowledge of water
management through careful and dili-
gent inquiry into many of the funda-
mental factors of land use as well as
water use in relation to stream response.
In order to answer many of the aspects
of this problem, of concern to every
water user, the importance of the
watershed as a whole must be recog-
nized. P. W. Schneider

1956 SALMON AND
STEELHEAD CATCH

Steelhead and salmon anglers took a
grand total of 239,604 fish during the
1956 season. This was divided into 155,-
759 salmon and 83,845 steelhead.

The highest producing waters were
as follows:

SALMON
Columbia (including offshore)._ 50,000-1
Winchester Bay area (including

offshore) 23,902
Umpqua River 5,920
Coos Bay (including offshore)____ 18,386
Coos River _ 896
Rogue River 9,640
Gold Beach offshore 900
Willamette 6,000
Yaquina (river and offshore) 9,602

STEELHEAD
Columbia 9,138
Umpqua 8,169
Rogue 7,998
Sandy 5,272
Nestucca 5,156
Nehalem 3,605
Siuslaw 2,845
Alsea 2,830
Coquille 2,639
Clackamas 2,465
Wilson 2,456
Illinois 2,439
Siletz 2,282

Among streams producing close to
2,000 ,steelhead were the Deschutes
John Day, Salmon, Willamette, Trask
and Chetco.
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