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A winter scene in southeastern Oregon.
These mule deer seem to know that they
are safe and allowed the photographer to
come within close range. (Photo by Ellis
Mason)

1957 Upland Game
Seasons Successful

Good hunting was enjoyed by upland
bird hunters in nearly all sections of the
state this fall. Highest success was had in
eastern Oregon in Baker, Malheur, Mor-
row and Umatilla counties but hunters
fared well also in Grant, Jefferson, Sher-
man and Wasco counties. In western
Oregon, Jackson County and the southern
Willamette Valley yielded the best results
although fair to good hunting was re-
ported from most other areas.

The average kill of 0.99 pheasants per
hunter statewide is the highest recorded
since 1952. For eastern Oregon the aver-
age was 1.04 birds per hunter and for
western Oregon, 0.78 birds.

An average of 79 per cent of the
pheasants bagged were birds of the year.
This is a reflection of the exceptionally
good brood production that occurred in
most sections of the state this year.

What success a person had hunting
quail, Huns and chukars in eastern Ore-
gon depended upon the time and effort
he was willing to expend. Valley quail

were present in good numbers in most
areas. Huns were abundant in Morrow
County and chukars were available in
good numbers along the Deschutes and
John Day- rivers and in Malheur County,
where hunting pressure for chukars was
the heaviest.

Blue and ruffed grouse hunting success
for 1957 averaged 1.30 birds per hunter,
nearly double the 1956 figure of 0.69
birds per hunter.

Band-tailed pigeon hunters, however,
did not fare as well as in 1956. Results
of the 1957 season show that a total of
730 hunters bagged 1,453 pigeons, an
average of 1.99 pigeons per hunter. Last
year's average was 2.60 birds per hunter.
Pigeon census data indicates that there
was a decline of 14.6 per cent over 1956
for ten concentration areas in western
Oregon. These were Pigeon Butte, Austin
Hot Springs, Dutch Canyon, Isthmus
Slough, Cushman, Drift Creek, Crawfords-
ville, Aurora, Silver Springs, and
Nehalem.

BIRD LIBERATIONS
FOR 1957

Game farm liberation figures for 1957
show a total of 37,881 game birds released
in the state, including 29,401 pheasants,
7,298 chukars, 848 gray partridge and 434
bobwhite quail.

Pheasant releases were divided almost
evenly between western and eastern Ore-
gon. By regions liberations were as fol-
lows: Northwest, 11,364; Southwest, 3,306;
Central, 4,884; Northeast, 7,647; and
Southeast, 2,197.

Chukars were all released east of the
Cascades with the exception of 420 turned
loose in Jackson County. The Northeast
Region received 3,617 chukars; Central
Region, 2,664, and Southeast Region, 616.

From 1951 (when chukar liberations
were first made) through 1957, there
have been 60,652 birds released in the
state.
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JOHN DAY SCREENING
PROJECT COMPLETED

With some 427 rotary fish screens now
installed in the John Day River system,
thousands of steelhead and salmon finger-
lings on their way downstream will be
prevented from ending up in irrigation
canals and diversions.

This screening project was started four
years ago under the Columbia River
Development Program. Through this pro-
gram federal funds are provided for
projects to develop the salmon and steel-
head fishery of the Columbia and its
tributaries. Irrigation diversions were
screened on 57 tributary creeks, the north,
middle and south forks and the main
stem of the John Day River. The area
covered extended for 170 miles the John
Day from Rock Creek near the Columbia
in Gilliam County upstream to Rail and
Roberts creeks in Grant County.

FINAL ANGLING REGULATIONS
TO BE ADOPTED

Final regulations for the 1958 angling
season will be adopted by the Game
Commission at its hearing on January 24
in Portland. At this time changes will be
considered in the tentative regulation:
formulated at the January 10 hearing.

Summary of the new regulations will
be published in the February Bulletin.
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Off Season
Wanting

NOW THAT Old Man Winter has
loosed his chilly breath and the

majority of the regularly scheduled hunt-
ing seasons have ended, most nimrods
polish up the old shootin' iron and put it

r."4*away for another year.
Yet, perhaps the urge to get out and

do a little stalking and shooting has not
been entirely satisfied. Then come spring,
the urge will start stirring even more as
the days get longer and the weather much
more appealing.

What is the solution? Well, of course,
target practice on a regular range helps
keep one's eye in, but there is another
outlet for the instinct to hunt.

Most of us recognize that we're for-
tunate here in Oregon in having a large
variety of game species and the agenda
for the hunter well illustrates this point.
However, the abrupt halt to hunting as
the game seasons end rather leaves a lost
feeling, particularly if the sportsman isn't
a winter fisherman.

Along with the variety of game ani-
mals in the state, there are also many
non-game species available for off sea-
son shooting. In the late fall since you
already have a hunting license, you might
as well put it to use. And after the first
of the year, why not buy your license
early and use it all year instead of just
in the fall?

Surprisingly enough, in the United
States as a whole, there is more rabbit
meat put on the tables by hunters than
that of any other game animal. Here few
hunters are interested in them and their
fine eating qualities. There are several
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By Ron Shay, Information Representative

kinds of rabbits in Oregon and all that
is needed is a hunting license and the
desire to get some sporting shooting.
West of the Cascades, the brush rabbit,
black-tailed jack and snowshoe rabbits
have their haunts. On the east side, add
the cottontail and white-tailed jack, plus
the snowshoes, blacktails, and Pygmy. Re-
gardless of what you call them though,
they are here and there is no closed
season. Tricky targets, plus fine eating in
most cases.

Rabbit numbers vary greatly year by
year, but jack rabbit hunting can usually
be found in the sage brush areas of Uma-
tilla, Morrow, and Malheur counties. The
other species mentioned are in brushy
cover in many areas.

The cat family also offers some real
challenging hunting. Our tawny colored
cougar and scrappy bobcat don't have to
take a back seat to any animal as a worthy
opponent to the hunter. Best success on
these fellows is with dogs and generally
you'll have to get into the back country
to find them, but they are found through-
out the state.

Coyotes and foxes are found all over
the state although the best numbers of
the latter seem to be on the edges of
more populated areas where they often
develop a taste for domestic fowl. Both
species are noted for their craftiness and
their ability to bewitch, bother and be-
fuddle even the most experienced dogs
and hunters. No simple target are they
either. In addition to the sport, there is
some fur value involved. If you happen
to luck out and get a silver fox, your

trip could be profitable. A large caliber
rifle hole doesn't enhance the fur for
sale however.

As far as can be determined, there are
no wolves left in the state. At least no
authentic reports or carcasses have been
turned in to the Commission for many
years.

While you're chasing the foxes there's
a chance you may manage to come across
a bonus animal. Perhaps the term bonus
is doubtful, since this striped fellow has.
a pretty potent defense. Both the spotted
and striped skunks are found in the state,

(Continued on Page 5)

The black bear is the only bear in the state
although its color may vary.



ON DECEMBER 2, 3 and 4 the Execu-
tive and Legislative Committees of

the International Association of Game,
Fish and Conservation Commissioners
met in Washington, D.C. The Association,
originally organized in 1902, represents
the 48 state conservation agencies, the
provincial and dominion governments of
Canada and has representation from Mex-
ico, Hawaii, and various federal agencies.
The primary purpose of the December
meeting, which is held annually, is (1) to
review jointly with major conservation
organizations pending legislation in Con-
gress, and (2) adopt primary legislative
objectives of the International Associa-
tion.

The conference with the other conser-
vation agencies is sponsored by the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation of which the
Oregon Wildlife Federation is an impor-
tant affiliate. The Izaak Walton League
of America, of which the Oregon Division
is an important part, also participated
actively. Among the other conservation
organizations taking part were the Wild-
life Management Institute, the National
Audubon Society, the Garden Clubs of
America, and the Wilderness Society.

A careful and detailed review of pend-
ing and potential legislation in the field
of natural resources was made. The
Legislative and Executive Committees of
the International Association met jointly
and adopted the following matters as the
primary legislative objectives for the
second session of the current Congress.

1. Amendments to the Coordination Act.
The Coordination Act, frequently referred
to as Public Law 732, requires provision
for fish and wildlife resources in federal
water development projects. Certain de-
ficiencies in the px:esent statute have been
apparent to conservation interests for
several years. To protect and provide
more effectively for the fish and wildlife
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resources in these publicly financed proj-
ects, passage of these amendments will
be sought in this session of Congress.

2. The Engle Military Lands Bill, H.R.
5538. This bill limits the withdrawal of
lands for military use to under 5,000 acres
and requires Congressional approval on
withdrawals exceeding that amount. The
bill also provides that state hunting and
fishing laws be observed on all military
reservations.

3. Amendments to the Duck Stamp Act.
During the past two years extensive dis-
cussions have been held throughout the
country regarding the over-all need for
the internationally important waterfowl
resource. Present national thinking in-
volves the increase of the cost of the
waterfowl stamp from $2 to $3. The legis-
lation would provide for earmarking of
not less than 50 per cent of all of the
moneys accruing through the duck stamp
sales for the acquisition of wet lands with
the provision that 25 per cent of these
lands will be open to hunting at the
discretion of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service; not less than 40 per cent of the
revenue would be available for mainte-
nance and development of refuges; and
10 per cent would be unobligated and
available for enforcement and admini-
stration.

These three issues were adopted as
primary legislative objectives of the In-
ternational Association. In addition, the
following specific legislation is endorsed
by the International and will be supported
in the event Congressional consideration
is given to them.

1. Amendments to the Soil Bank Act
to improve wildlife features.

2. Chemical pesticides research legis-
lation which provides for research into
the serious problems potentially prevail-
ing for fish and wildlife in this field.

3. Legislation regarding the importa-
tion of undesirable exotic wildlife.

4. Approval of the Water Pollution
Control Act and a requ6st that the federal
grants giving financial aid to the states
in water pollution control be continued.

5. Continued support of the U.S. Forest
Service program known as "Operation
Outdoors" with a continuation of Part I
and a request for immediate consideration
and approval of Part II which involves
the wildlife features of the recently in-
augurated program on national forests.

6. Outdoor recreational resources re-
view legislation.

7. The revised wilderness legislation.
8. Legislation providing for increased

acreage for the whooping crane.
9. Legislation controlling the use of

billboards on transcontinental highways.
Because of the wide interest in these

matters to sportsmen throughout the
country as well as in Oregon, these legis-
lative items will be subjects of consider-
able discussion on a national basis.

P. W. SCHNEIDER

NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE
GAME COMMISSION

The Oregon State Game Commission
met in Portland on November 22 and
considered the following items of busi-
ness.

Capital Outlay: Approved $930 for pond
screens at Oak Springs hatchery and
$1,500 for completion of new liberation
tank truck.

Access: Authorized $7,000 for develop-
ment of parking area at boat launching
site at Depoe Bay.

Eel Lake: Considered request of Lake-
side Fire Protection District for right of
way across Eel Lake property for the
purpose of using Eel Lake as source of
domestic water supply. Staff was in-
structed to make further report after
negotiating tentative agreement.

Silvies River Project: A delegation rep-
resenting the Harney County Resources
Committee appeared before the Commis-
sion urging support of the proposed
Silvies River flood control project under
consideration by the Corps of Engineers,
who recently held a hearing on the
matter.

Devils Lake: M. E. Robb presented sev-
eral suggestions for management of Devils
Lake in Lincoln County which were taken
under consideration.

Elk hunting success was high for the
96 hunters participating in the Mill Creek
watershed controlled hunt this past fall_
Sixty-five elk were killed (22 bulls, 32 -
cows and 11 calves), a success ratio of
68 per cent.
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Of Season Hunting
(Continued from Page 3)

the striper being by far the most com-
mon. Here again good furs have a market
value.

In the same haunts as the above chem-
ical warfare specialists is the masked
prowler of the woods, the raccoon. If
you've once heard the baying of a 'coon

r-N hound in the distance on a crisp cold
night with a sky full of flashing stars and
a cold moon staring down . . . well, man
you've had it! You'll be after them again.
And here the bonus can be doubled. Rac-
coon roasted over a fire is mighty palat-
able, and the fur does have a value, too.

As the warm breezes of spring start
to replace the wintery blasts, some of our
other off season targets start to stir and
show themselves.

Though they don't hole up for the
complete winter, bears do tend to move
around less, especially those east of the
Cascades where snows make it desirable
to take long naps. The only bear in the
state is the black bear, but don't let this
throw you. You may see one that is brown
colored, cinnamon, or almost blonde.
Nevertheless, they are all black bears,
the color variation being like color varia-
tions in various domestic animals.

Many questions on where to find bears
in the state come to the Commission and
about the only answer possible is "where
you find them." Much the same is true
of cougars and bobcats. Naturally in the
less populous areas, chances are the best.
In many cases, the large tree farm owners
can steer you to areas where the bruins
have been giving trouble. Again a dog

very helpful, 'though not as necessary
with bears as with hunting the cats. The
mountainous areas are logical places with
the bears though the cats may be found

Most owls, such as this barn owl, above, are
protected the year around.

The great-horned owl on the left, however, is an
exception and may be hunted at any time.

more out in the rimrock breaks. All in
all though, they are where you find them.

As the days become balmy and bone
warming, a whole host of potential off
season targets present themselves to the
upper world again. During the winter
months, most of the members of the ro-
dent family go into true hibernation. Un-
like the bears, they do not get up and
roam around. Once they sack out, they're
gone for the winter. Come spring and
the waking period, a fierce hunger also
is evident. Consequently, much activity
on their part is in order. A simple .22 is

all that is required and some patience.
The colonies of grey diggers, marmots,
and the other digger squirrels can really
keep you going. One shot may put them
back into the holes, but soon small beady
eyed heads will come forth again and
form an elusive target;

In areas where these earth movers are
particularly common, you're doing the
landowners a favor by getting rid of some
of them.

Speaking of doing favors, you can do
the game birds a favor by raising your
sights a bit and concentrating on those
winged nest destroyers, crows and mag-
pies.

The crows are found throughout the
state and brother, if you think they are
too simple a target, you've never come
to grips with them. Though their flight
speed isn't too fast, they can match any
mallard for wariness. Once that first shot
has been fired, you'll really have to go
to work with a crow call to try and bring
back the rest of the flock. Certain feeding
and migrating flyways exist and a little
reconnaissance beforehand will be an
aid in properly placing a blind for best
shooting.

Close relative to the crow and just as
destructive to nesting birds is the magpie
of eastern Oregon. This gaudy fellow is
a real nuisance to pheasants and quail.
Not an easy target either, the magpie has
the craftiness of the crow and a call that

(Continued on Page 6)

A scrappy bobcat.
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A new one-day angling license has been
in effect since January 1. It sells for $1
and entitles the holder, resident or non-
resident, to fish one day for any game
fish on which there is an open season.
This license takes the place of the daily
salmon angling license.

The Ontario game farm no longer exists
as such. After 19 years of operation, it
was vacated early in November by the
game department and is now in posses-
sion of a private owner. There will be no
reduction in the number of pheasants
raised for release in eastern Oregon as
a result of the sale of the farm. Pheasant
rearing operations will be carried on at
the more up to date Hermiston game
farm where production previously has
been concentrated on chukars and quail.

* *

Elk and deer hunters are reminded to
send in their report cards even if no kill
was made. If the card has been lost, send
in a postcard with information as to date
of kill, if any, location, sex of animal and
number of days hunted.

* :

The rodent eruption in central Oregon
and Lake and Klamath counties is creat-
ing a food problem for game birds and
may result in some girdling of bitterbrush
and other useful shrubs this winter.

Deer herd composition work started in
November. Preliminary data indicates
better fawn survival over the state as a
whole than a year ago.

Banded pheasants released on Govern-
ment Island this fall apparently did not
care too much for their surroundings. Six
bands were returned from hunters who
had shot the birds in northeast Portland,
500 yards from the island, while seven
were bagged on the Washington side of
the Columbia. These seven had to make
a level flight of one-half mile over open
water to reach the Washington shore.
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Off Season Hunting
(Continued front Page 5)

is an alarm for all in the area. It's hard
to miss seeing these black and white
bandits anywhere in eastern Oregon. How
to get up on them and get good shots
. . . well that's the challenge!

Speaking of shooting bird pests, don't
cut loose on the hawks you may see un-
less you know at what you're shooting.
There are only five hawks found here
that are not protected by either state or
federal laws and for good reason too.
Despite common belief, hawks do so
much more good in controlling rodents
than they do harm in taking birds, they
well deserve protection.

The only variety of owls available for
hunting is the great-horned owl. All
other kinds are protected and may not
be killed.

Off season hunting can provide an op-
portunity for some other very valuable
activities. Remember how much trouble
you had finding the landowner during
bird season so you could get permission
to hunt? Well, do it now. Landowners are
generally a friendly lot, particularly when
they haven't been roused in the wee
hours of the morning by hunters tromp-
ing through the lane. Take these off sea-
son months as time to get acquainted
while asking permission to hunt the var-
mints. Lay the ground work for a more
friendly hunting trip next year. Also you
can use the time to scout around for more
likely hunting places and maybe even
draw a rough map for future reference.

The crow can match any mallard for wariness.

A marmot.

If you have an offspring you want to
break in on this hunting game, this also
is a good time for that. You have less
confusion and more time for lessons on
safe gun handling and the principles of
the Red Hat Pledge.

You say you're still going fishing. Okay,
that's fine too, but if you are interested
in a list of the unprotected species here,
in the state, write to the Portland office
of the Game Commission for a copy. Then
all you need is your hunting license, a
few shells and the urge to get some off
season shooting.

Magpies are enemies of nesting game birds.
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A Day With Lloyd Smith
. . . Fish Liberator

TO THE fisherman or hunter, the loud
ringing of the alarm clock at 2 o'clock

in the morning would mean an exciting
day at his favorite fishing hole or hunting
spot. But to me it is a reminder that I
have an appointment for 5 p.m. that day
with Biologist Bisbee to deliver 30,000
four-inch fingerling rainbows to Malheur
Reservoir 450 miles away in the extreme
eastern part of the state. (I am glad all
trips are not this long.)

I rub the few hours of sleep out of
my eyes and get ready to leave for the
Klamath Hatchery where I am due at
4 a.m. to load the truck. No cafes open
at that hour so I have to prepare my own
breakfast and pack a Dagwood lunch.
My truck has been warming up for a few
minutes, at least long enough to wake
up most of the tourists staying at the
motel.

At the hatchery, a routine check is
made of my fish tanker truck. Gas tanks
are filled for the truck auxiliary and
emergency motors which have a com-
bined capacity of 75 gallons. Next, I start
and check the auxiliary motors which
power the aerating system that purifies
the water and refortifies it with oxygen
while fish are in transit. The thousand
gallon tank is filled with water and sev-
eral hundred pounds of ice to keep the
water temperature down to a maximum
45 degrees, which is an important factor
in transporting fish long distances. Our
new 1957 tankers, which were designed
and built by Game Commission employ-
ees, have aided us immensely as they
are of all metal construction and insu-
lated throughout. Ice consumption has
been reduced over 50 per cent.

It is now 3:50 a.m. and I notice that
the hatchery superintendent and his crew
are in the pond with their equipment of
nets, scales, tubs and buckets ready to
load. Even at this early hour, as I drive
along the pond, the fellows throw such
humorous remarks as "Hey, Smith, what's
the wage scale for the swing shift?"

"How do you load and count so many
fish?" is one of the questions most fre-
quently asked of a liberation driver. An
explanation of the loading procedure
answers this question. Fish are seined
and brought to the loading end of the
pond by the hatchery crew, where they
are netted with rubber brails, put in

r -ibs and weighed. The fish are then
dumped into the truck tank. To arrive
at the number of fish per pound, a
weighed sample of fish is hand counted.

Individual load liberation slips are made
up in quadruplet form, thereby giving
the hatchery, main Portland office, re-
gional office, and driver up-to-date lib-
eration information.

The loading completed and arrange-
ments made with the superintendent
regarding future trips, I start my long
trip. The eastern sky is now breaking
into a hue of brilliant colors as U. S.
Highway 97 is entered at a point 110
miles south of Bend. Driving north, the
highway parallels the Cascade Range
which at sunrise is one of the most
scenic views.

The sight of many deer and other wild
animals and birds scurrying for their
morning meals along the way and the
hourly reading and recording of the out-
side air temperature, the temperature of
water in the fish tanker and pressure
of aerating system reduce the monotony
of daily hauls.

At 9:15 a.m. I am reminded that it
has been seven hours since breakfast.
So I reach for a hot cup of coffee and
the sandwiches I had packed earlier.

After driving about 80 miles more I
notice the aerating pressure gauge is
faltering, which signifies that the auxil-
iary motor is acting up. I investigate im-
mediately and find the motor has already
stopped. Hurriedly, belts are switched
from the sick motor to the emergency
motor and with fingers crossed, I pull
on the starting rope once, twice, and then
once again. Ah! What a sweet sound to
hear, the emergency motor is now doing
its job. In a matter of minutes, I repair
a plugged gas line and again I have an
emergency motor. This is of vital im-
portance as it takes only a very short
time without aeration and you have a
load of dead fish on your hands.

Arriving at the Hines regional office a
few minutes behind schedule, I stop
briefly to check with the personnel to see
if any changes have been made in the
original plans, also to add a few hundred
pounds of ice as the mercury outside is
gradually climbing close to the 100
degree mark.

The 160 miles from Burns to Vale are
more or less a repetition of the previous
260 miles with the exception of aiding a
motorist in distress, which is a common
practice of Commission employees. At
Vale, the truck is refueled and then on
to the last leg of the trip. This stretch
consists of a crooked, rough, narrow road
leading up to Malheur Reservoir from

Lloyd Smith at work on a tank truck. During
winter when no fish releases are made, members
of liberation crew are kept busy repairing and

replacing equipment on their trucks.

Brogan, a point 35 miles north of Vale,
which would make anyone appreciate the
paved highway.

At last I see the reservoir ahead, but
I am a few minutes behind schedule
because of the unforeseen delay. This did
not affect the appointment with Biologist
Bisbee as he was patiently waiting. Little
time is lost in comparing water temper-
atures in the truck tanker and the reser-
voir. Several hundred fish are put in a
live box which the biologist has sub-
merged in the reservoir. For a period
of one week these fish are checked daily
for weakened condition and delayed mor-
tality. At the end of the seven-day period,
Bisbee will check the live box results
against the hourly record that I have
kept during the 12 hours the fish were
in transit, thus furnishing important data
as to proper load limits, trip duration
elements, and water temperatures. The
balance of the fish in the tanker are
released through six-inch flexible tubing
into the reservoir.

A satisfactory haul and delivery com-
pleted, we relax with a cup of coffee and
a sandwich. While enjoying this, we ar-
range future hauls, finish filling out the
load liberation report of which one copy
is given to Bisbee for his regional record,
and discuss road access conditions to
other lakes and streams in this area.

I return to Vale to spend the night,
but before I can begin to relax, I have to
fill out my daily work report form, time
sheet, and the truck record book. Oh,
well, tomorrow is a shorter day so I can
set my alarm real late-6 a.m.

ANGLERS! Turn in your

Salmon-Steelhead Punch

Cards by February 15.
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Found in mountainous conifer forests
and forest edges. Oregon has three sub-
species; the Soo/-y Grouse -found from Cascade
MY-n's crest west through the coast range,
Swarth's Grouse in -the M-bi51 of northeastern
Oregon and the Sierra Grouse on eastern

slopes of Cascades, Klamath Basin
Warner Mtns.

ro use

CA.00-Y4k5

Male

Ma /es -dark slate gray above with
yellow-orange comb over -the
eyes, underparts paler -tai/
blackish with narrow gray
terminal band.

Female
Ao.:4
"74Yfr 711f,1*('''''

ir=e

Young birds are Taken by
coyotes,bobcals,hawks g ow /s.

Female brownish with mottled and barred markings.
During courtship the males strut before the
females similar to a turkey gobbler. Male inflates
yellow-orange "afr-sacs"on neck.

Blue Grouse feed on green /eaves,
flower heads, seeds, fruits, conifer need/es
& insects in summer: Winter a'iet consists
of conifer need/es, with some fruits &seeds.

Oregon State Game
Commission Bulletin

1634 S.W. ALDER STREET
P. 0. BOX 4136

PORTLAND 8, OREGON

6-10 eggs are concealed in a nest of
dry /eaves and grass beneath a log
or bush. Eggs are /aid in May and

;June.
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