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the cover
Sage grouse come to drink at Harrison
Well in the Fort Rock area. Hunters will
have their chance at these birds this fall
for the first time since the 1953 open
season. (Photo by Harold C. Smith)

1959 WESTERN ASSOCIATION
MEETING TO BE IN OREGON

P. W. Schneider, Director for the Ore-
gon State Gkme Commission, was elected
president of the Western Association of
State Game and Fish Commissioners at
the 38th annual conference held in Sun
Valley, Idaho, during June. The 1959
meeting will be held in Portland, June
28 to July 1.

At the 1958 session, actions of the As-
sociation were expressed in the form of
16 resolutions on various matters affect-
ing fish and wildlife.
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Drawings for Big Game
Tags and Permits

The unit hunts for antlerless deer and
elk and controlled seasons for antelope,
deer, and elk collectively require issu-
ance of 94,475 big game tags or permits.
It is anticipated that many of the sched-
uled seasons will be oversubscribed
and that an estimated 200,000 applica-
tions will be handled. This volume re-
quires use of mechanical methods. Pro-
cedures will be as follows:

A description of all unit and controlled
seasons and application blanks are
available at all license agencies.

The application form is an IBM card
which has a drawing number punched
in it. Drawings will be made directly
from the original applications so it is
imperative that the card not be folded
or cut. Also, names and addresses must
be legible. Applications must be received
at the Portland office of the Game Com-
mission not later than 5:00 p.m. on the
designated closing dates.

The following schedule of closing,
drawing, and mailing dates will be
adhered to:
FIRST DRAWING:

August 6 5:00 p.m. Applications
close for all antelope tags, . and the
Wallowa, Snake River, and Hart Mountain
controlled deer season tags.

($5.00 fee for each applicant required
with application)

August 11-10:00 a.m.Public Draw-
ing (Portland)

August 15 Mailing Date (Persons
who do not receive a tag by August 18
are unsuccessful).
SECOND DRAWING:

August 18 5:00 p.m. Applications
close for all unit deer hunts.

(87,900 permitsno fee)
August 25-9:00 a.m.Public Drawing

(Portland)
September 3Mailing Date (Appli-

cants who do not receive a permit by
September 5 were unsuccessful and may
reapply for the third drawing).
THIRD DRAWING:

September 15 5:00 p.m. Applica-
tions close for the following:

All elk permits
Any unissued unit deer permits
Deer tags for the Astoria, Corvallis,

Mill Creek, and East Goose Lake con-
trolled deer seasons ($5.00 fee)

September 22 9:00 a.m. Public
Drawing (Portland)

September 30Mailing Date (Elgin
elk permits will be mailed September
22.)

Any permits remaining after the third
drawing will be issued from the Port-

land office of the Game Commission.
It is anticipated that the unit antlerless

deer permits will be oversubscribed in
some units and undersubscribed in other
units. Public notice will be given im-
mediately after the drawing on August
25 and persons who were unsuccessful
in the initial drawing will be permitted
to reapply for one of the unfilled areas
between September 5 and 15.

Oregon law provides that a person
may receive not more than one tag or
permit for any one species when a public
drawing is required. A resident licensed
hunter may apply for one deer tag or
permit, and one elk permit. He may also
apply for an antelope tag provided he
did not receive an antelope tag in 1957.

A separate application must be filed
for each species.

Persons who file more than one ap-
plication for a species (except after
notice of failure to draw) or submit an
incomplete or damaged application will
be disqualified.

A permit is a document which vali-
dates use of a general deer or elk tag
for use on an antlerless animal. There
is no fee for a permit.

A tag is a document which in itself
authorizes the holder to take an animal.
Antelope and controlled deer season tags
cost $5.00.

HUNTERS TO COOPERATE
IN DEER STUDY

The Silver Lake mule deer herd is to
be the object of an intensive ecological
study for the next five years.

The study is a cooperative project in
which the Pacific Northwest Forest and
Range Experiment Station will be pri-
marily responsible for studies of vegeta-
tion, and the Oregon Game Commission
will be primarily responsible for animal
studies. The U. S. Forest Service and Bu-
reau of Land Management administer
most of the lands within the study area
and will cooperate in the study.

One phase of the study is to evaluate
harvest methods in terms of this influ-
ence upon game populations and recrea-
tional values. Success of this portion of
the study will be dependent upon the co-
operation of hunters using that range.

The 1958 season parallels that of other
eastern Oregon ranges with the exception
that all hunters are required to check in
and out of the study area during the en-
tire deer season.

Checking stations will provide an ac-
curate record of hunting pressure by time
interval and a classification of all animals
taken. The origin, habits and preference;
of hunters will also be recorded.

Cooperating hunters will also be in-
(Continued on Page 7)
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By John McKean, Chief of Operations, Game Division

.HE outlook for Oregon hunters is
indeedindeed bright this year. Game popu-

lations are at a high level and the au-
(.thorized seasons provide a series of ex-

cellent hunting opportunities from Au-
gust 23 through December.

The only major change in regulations
is the introduction of unit hunting of
antlerless deer. One purpose of this ar-
ticle is to explain the need for and
the details of the unit hunting program;
however, deer provide only one of the
opportunities so the many seasons will
be discussed in the order they occur.

The antelope season opens on August
23 and extends for five days with 600
tags authorized. Classification of 1,034
antelope last August indicated a produc-
tion of 81 fawns per 100 does which is
far above the average of 59 that has
prevailed in recent years. It is believed
that the herds have increased slightly
but the winter was so mild that the
animals did not concentrate and the
winter inventory failed to show an in-
crease. A total of 4,916 antelope were
observed on 3,644 miles of census routes.
Eastern Lake and southern Malheur
counties will provide the best antelope
hunting this year.

On August 30, the archers and grouse
hunters go into action. Seven eastern
Oregon archery areas, including one new

("--9ne at Keno in Klamath county, open
August 30. On September 6, Hart

Mountain opens for a nine-day season
and on September 13, the south end of
the Malheur refuge opens for a three-

day season. An incomplete tally of last
year's seasons indicates that archers
took 180 deer and 4 elk. Greater success
is expected this year.

Blue grouse hunting is expected to be
good on the open ridges in northeastern
Oregon and the Labor Day weekend will
provide many citizens an opportunity to
pursue that excellent game bird. The
grouse and mountain quail seasons in
western Oregon are scheduled to open
on September 27 and extend into the
deer season. Previous attempts to have
an earlier season have been repeatedly
foiled by fire closures. Grouse hunting
should be excellent in northwestern
Oregon counties this year.

The cyclic sage grouse is again abun-
dant enough to provide some good hunt-
ing. The season opens August 30 in Lake,
Harney, Malheur, and southern Baker
counties. Eastern Lake county will pro-
vide the best hunting; however, southern
Malheur county will run a close second.
Distribution is spotty in Harney county
and the flocks in Crook and Deschutes
counties have not increased enough to
justify an open season.

Dove and pigeon seasons open on Sep-
tember 1. Scattergun artists could have
an excellent outing in the southeastern
Oregon counties by combining sage
grouse and dove hunting in one trip.
Rabbits are also plentiful in some sec-
tions so do not forget your .22.

Folks that enjoy packing into wilder-
ness areas will be interested in the early
deer hunt in the Wallowa mountains.
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The season is August 30 through Sep-
tember 3 and 500 tags are authorized.
The successful applicants will be per-
mitted to take one buck on their general
season tag and one doe on a special tag.
They may also enjoy some good grouse
hunting. The purpose of this season is
to encourage use of an excellent hunting
area that has been lightly used in the
past because horses are needed for ac-
cess. A similar opportunity exists in the
Snake river country but because of a
greater fire hazard, that season does not
open until October 4.

The buck deer season opens on Octo-
ber 4 and extends through October 26.
The prospects for buck hunters are ex-
cellent. Inventories indicate an increase
in black-tailed deer and that mule deer
herds are at approximately the same
level as last year. It appears that bucks
were more gullible than normal last
year because the reported kill of mule
deer bucks (54,829) exceeded all past
records. This condition may have some
influence upon the 1958 season. Classi-
fication of 15,396 mule deer last No-
vember and December indicated only
one buck to four does. On the year be-
fore, the ratio was approximately one to
three. Fawn production was high (80
fawns per 100 does) in 1957 and current
observations indicate similar production
this year.

Blacktail hunters should find good
hunting in all western Oregon counties
this year. Lane and Douglas counties

(Continued on Page 4)
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1958 Game Outlook
(Continued from Page 3)

will be the heavy producers; however,
they will not necessarily provide the
highest success ratio. Last year, Curry
county had the highest hunter success
(58 per cent). Benton, Lincoln, and
Douglas counties all provided success for
over 45 per cent of the participating
hunters.

Mule deer hunting should be good in
all eastern Oregon counties. Wallowa
and Baker counties will probably con-
tinue to have the highest hunter success
but Klamath, Lake, Harney, and Grant
counties are expected to produce the
most deer. The central Oregon mule deer
herds increased during the past year and
should furnish some fine buck hunting
this fall.

The harvest of antlerless deer will
again occur during the latter part of
the deer season. However, the take will
be controlled by area. Persons desiring
to hunt antlerless deer will apply for a
permit in one of the 60 big game man-
agement units illustrated on the accom-
panying map. A total of 87,900 permits
are available. The purpose of this regu-
lation is to distribute the antlerless deer
harvest in proportion to resource needs
and avoid hunter concentrations that are
a hazard to wildlife, people and proper-
ties. The 1958 regulations are designed
to increase hunting pressure on damage
areas in western Oregon and the more
remote sections of eastern Oregon. The
allocation of antlerless deer permits is
purposely conservative. It is anticipated
that the harvest of antlerless deer will
be less than the 34,404 reported last
year. Experience will probably indicate
a need for issuance of a greater number
of permits on future years. Continued
application of the unit system will result
in a more efficient utilization of deer
herds than could ever be realized with
the hunter's choice type of season and
make it possible to do a much better
job of deer management. Unit control
of the harvest of antlerless deer has
been considered and recommended by
the organized sportsmen of the state
and many landowner organizations.

The purist, who hunts only bucks, has
no cause for concern because the unit
management program has no effect upon
the freedoms of the buck hunter. Antler-
less deer may be taken only by persons
possessing a permit and the deer can
be taken only in the area and at the time
specified by the permit.

Most of the unit deer permits are
valid from October 18 through October
26. In some western Oregon units, per-
mit holders are given another opportun-
ity on November 15 and 16 when the
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Big Game Management Units.

leaves will be off the brush and deer
will be more accessible.

It should be understood that the unit
deer permits do not authorize the taking
of a second deer. The permits merely
authorize the holder to use his buck deer
tag on an antlerless deer at a certain
time and place.

Oregon laws prohibit transfer of li-
censes, tag, permits, or any of the privi-
leges granted therein. The right to hunt
for and take game animals and birds
is an individual privilege which cannot
legally be transferred to or usurped by
another person.

The open season for pheasants, quail,
partridge, (and probably waterfowl)
will open on October 11. The Commission
gave serious consideration to public re-
quests for an earlier opening on chukar
partridge but concluded that the range
of chukars frequently overlapped that
of other species and such an opening
would only create confusion.

Pheasant and quail populations more
than doubled in density during the past
year and excellent hunting is anticipated
in nearly all counties. High pheasant
densities in Malheur county resulted in
much damage to agricultural crops this
spring. For this reason, the Commission
authorized one hen in the bag for the
last week of the season in that area.

Chukar partridge are abundant this
year and promise excellent recreation
for the hardy individuals that invade
their domain. Chukar hunting will be

best in the Malheur and Owyhee river
canyons of Malheur county and in the
lower canyons of the Deschutes and John
Day rivers.

Pheasant hunting should be best in
Malheur, Umatilla, Morrow, and southern
Willamette valley counties; however,
good hunting is expected in nearly all
counties.

Quail will be most abundant in Wheel-
er, Grant, and Morrow counties; how-
ever, access is restricted in those areas.
Malheur, Harney, Lake, Klamath, and
central Oregon counties also have high
quail populations.

Hunters should recognize that not all
crops have been harvested by early Oc-
tober and take every precaution to avoid
damaging standing crops. Alfalfa and
clover seed crops are most vulnerable.
When asked for permission, landowners
will usually advise of any vulnerable
crops or pastures. Be sure to ask for
permission to hunt on farmlands and
respect the landowners' rights.

On November 1, Oregon's 38,000 bull
elk hunters begin their offensive with
seasons and opportunities almost identi-
cal to last year. Legal bulls in the north
coastal counties will again have three
or more antler points. This year an elk
antler point has been defined as a tine
not less than two inches in length. Las-'
year, 43 illegal elk, including 36 spikes,
6 cows, and 1 calf were found dead dur-
ing the 3-point bull season in Clatsop

(Continued on Page 5)
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county. It appears that some hunters
purposely shoot spikes with the hope
that they can find enough deformities at
the base of the antler to qualify it as a
legal animal.

Last year, the Commission lifted the
3-point rule in Coos and Douglas coun-
ties. This action reduced the wanton
waste of elk but greatly increased hunt-
ing pressure and more than doubled the
normal bull kill in that area. The close
cropping of bulls in that area will make
it less productive for hunters this year;
however, it is anticipated that the 1958
harvest will at least equal the normal
of 400 animals which prevailed with the
3-point bag limit.

Rocky mountain elk in northeastern
Oregon increased slightly during the past
year. The 1957 production of 55 calves
per 100 cows is normal for the species
and survival during the past mild win-
ter was high. Regulations are stated in
terms of management units with the
northeastern Oregon units open for the
taking of bull elk with visible antlers
from November 1 through 25. An either-
sex bag limit (no permit required) is
authorized on central Oregon units. A
total of 1,800 antlerless elk permits are
authorized for use with an unused elk
tag in certain northeastern Oregon units
from November 15 through 25. An addi-
tional 2,125 elk permits are authorized
for use during controlled seasons in
specific problem areas. These controlled
seasons do not authorize the taking of an
additional elk but they do provide op-
portunity for good hunting in specific
problem areas.

A new regulation affecting elk hunt-
ers is the requirement that "Persons
taking bull elk shall tag and possess the
antlers with scalp and eyes attached
while the carcass of the animal is in

possession in the field or forest or in
transit on any of the highways or roads
in the state." The purpose of this regu-
lation is to prevent the use of old antlers
to disguise the sex or kind of animal in
possession. Last year 37,995 hunters
bagged 7,506 elk. Similar success is ex-
pected this year.

The Commission will not have an op-
portunity to consider available alterna-
tives for a waterfowl season until mid-
August. However, winter inventories pro-
vided assurance that the last year's 95-
day season did not jeopardize popula-
tions. If production proves normal this
summer, a season of similar length is
expected. The Commission authorized
operation of public shooting grounds at
Warner Valley, Malheur Refuge, Sum-
mer Lake, and Sauvies Island with shoot-
ing days and area regulations the same
as 1957.

Shooting hours for waterfowl and up-
land game are again fixed by regulation.
The shooting time for Malheur county
will be printed in mountain standard
time.

Last year 67,674 waterfowl hunters re-
ported harvest of 789,942 ducks and 81,-
591 geese. This total of 871,591 birds
was a 15 per cent increase over the 1956
season. Current production and weather
conditions will influence hunter success
this fall but there is every cause for
optimism at this time.

Hunting is what you make it. Game
is abundant and the seasons are long.
The opportunity for a wonderful outing
awaits you but you can spoil it by one
careless act. A gun accident, a forest
fire, or a needless trespass can weigh
heavily upon your conscience and fi-
nancial resources.

Remember the Red Hat Pledge!
Be law abiding
Respect the property and rights of

others
Be careful with fire and firearms.

Dotted line indicates part of elk head a hunter killing a bull elk must keep with the carcass while
enroute home from the hunting area. New regulation provides hunter must tag and possess the
antlers with at least the scalp and eyes attached while the carcass is in possession in the field
or forest or on any of the highways and roads. Also new this year is the provision that an elk

tine must have a minimum length of two inches to be classed as an antler point.

Migratory waterfowl regulations are
expected to be announced sometime after
the middle of August following meeting
of the National Flyway Council with rep-
resentatives of the Fish and Wildlife
Service in Washington.

* *

High hopes are held for eventually con-
verting from the use of fresh meat and
fish products to dry pellets in the feed-
ing of fish at the Game Commission
hatcheries. Results of experimental feed-
ing carried on this past year showed that
a more rapid growth could be obtained
although mortality was higher until the
fish got used to eating the pellets. The
first experiments were tried on rainbows
and now other species of fish are being
tested. If all the problems can be solved,
it will result in a tremendous saving of
labor costs as well as a reduction in cost
of fish food.

*

A concessionaire will operate a camp-
ground this year on the Game Commis-
sion's Fish Lake property in Harney
County. While a nominal charge will be
made for overnight camping, there will
be no charge for parking or launching
of boats. A few boats and motors will
be available for rent.

* *

"Rabbits of Oregon" is the tenth in a
series of informational leaflets published
by the game department. Others avail-
able are on upland game birds, salmon,
furbearers, trout, big game, pond ducks,
diving ducks, geese and warm-water fish.

* *

The International Association of Game,
Fish and Conservation Commissioners
and American Fisheries Society are hold-
ing their annual meetings in Philadelphia
the week of September 8 to 12.

* * *

A survey of a 44-wood duck nest box
sample on Sauvies Island showed occupa-
tion of 40 boxes by wood ducks, 1 by owls,
and 1 by bees. Two were unoccupied.
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1958 HUNTING REGULATIONS
Following is a brief summary of hunting seasons and bag limits for this year.
Inclusive dates are listed. Complete regulations are included in the official
angling synopsis to be available latter part of August.

UPLAND GAME SEASONS
(Western Oregon includes all counties west

of the summit of the Cascades, including all
of Jackson county, and that portion of Klam-
ath county south of State Highway 230, and
west of U.S. Highway 97).
Pheasants

Open season, 8 a.m. October 11 through
November 16.

Bag limit, 4 cocks daily and not over 12 in
possession; provided that in Malheur county
from November 4 through 16, 1 hen may be
included in daily or possession limit.
Quail and Partridge

Open season in western Oregon for valley
and bobwhite quail from 8 a.m. October 11
through November 16 except Linn county is
closed. Bag limit, 10 daily, 20 in possession.

Open season in western Oregon for mountain
quail, September 27 through October 19. Bag
limit, 5 daily, 10 in possession.

No open season in western Oregon on Hun-
garian partridge.

Open season in eastern Oregon for valley,
mountain and bobwhite quail from 8 a.m.
October 11 through November 16. Bag limit,
10 daily, 20 in possession.

Open season in eastern Oregon for Hun-
garian and Chukar partridge from 8 a.m.
October 11 through November 16. Bag limit,
10 daily, 20 in possession.
Blue and Ruffed Grouse

Open season in western Oregon, September
27 through October 19.

Open season in eastern Oregon, August 30
through September 5.

Bag limit, 3 daily, 6 in possession.
Sage Grouse

Open season, August 30 through September 7
in Harney, Lake, Malheur and that portion of
Baker county south and west of U. S. Highway
30. Bag limit, 2 daily, 4 in possession.
Mourning Doves

Open season, September 1 through 28 in
Hood River, Jefferson, Sherman, Wasco and
all counties west of the Cascades except
Jackson county.

Open season, September 1 through 14 in
Jackson county and all other counties east of
the Cascade Summit.

Bag limit, 10 daily and 20 in possession.
Bandtailed Pigeons

Open season, September 1 through 28. Bag
limit, 6 daily and in possession, and not over
30 for entire season.
Silver Gray Squirrels

Open season, October 4 through 26 in Ben-
ton, Coos, Curry, Douglas, Jackson, Josephine,
Lane, and Linn counties. Bag limit, 7 in
possession.

Open season, entire year in Clackamas, Co-
lumbia, Marion, Multnomah, Polk, Washington,
and Yamhill counties. No bag limit.
Juvenile Game Bird Season (E. E. Wilson

Management Area)
Open season for pheasants, valley and bob-

white quail, October 11, 12, 18, 25, and
November 1 and 8.

Open season for waterfowl, November 29,
December 6, 13, 20, and 27. Bag limits: 3 cock
pheasants, 5 quail. Waterfowl to be regular
limit.

FURBEARING ANIMALS
Mink, open season 8 a.m. November 15

through January 15.
Marten and ringtail cat, open season 8 a.m.

November 15 through February 15.
Muskrat, open season 8 a.m. November 1

through March 31 in Lake, Klamath, Malheur
and Harney counties. Open season 8 a.m.
November 15 through February 15 remainder
of state.

Beaver and otter, open season 8 a.m. October
15 through February 15 in Steens Mountain
area of Harney county, November 1 through
February 15 in rest of Harney county and in
Malheur and Lake counties; and November 15
through February 15 in specified portions of
other counties of the state.

ARCHERY SEASONS
August 30 through October 26 in CANYON

CREEK AREA. Bag limit, 1 deer and 1 elk.
September 13 through 15, in MALHEUR

REFUGE. Bag limit, 1 deer.
August 30 through September 21 in MT.

EMILY, EAGLE CREEK (Baker & Union coun-
ties), BAKER, AND WHITE RIVER AREAS.
Bag limit, 1 deer and 1 elk.

August 30 through September 21, in CEN-
TURY DRIVE and KENO AREAS. Bag limit,
1 deer.

September 6 through 14 in HART MOUN-
TAIN REFUGE. Bag limit, 1 deer.
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October 4, 5, 11, and 12 in McDONALD FOR-
EST AREA. Bag limit, 1 deer.

October 4 through 17 in LOST CREEK AREA
(Tillamook county). Bag limit, 1 deer.

December 6 through 21 in ROGUE RIVER
AREA. Bag limit, 1 deer.

ANTELOPE
Open season, August 23 through 27. Bag

limit one adult buck antelope having horns
longer than the ears.

Number of permits, 200 each for Areas I,
II, and III.

BUCK DEER SEASON
Open season, October 4 through 26, for deer

having not less than a forked antler in that
portion west of the summit of the Cascade
Mountains, including all of Jackson county and
that part of Klamath county south of State
Highway 230 and west of U.S. Highway 97.

Open season, October 4 through 26 for deer
having visible antlers in all other counties east
of the summit of the Cascade Mountains.

Bag limit, one buck deer by holder of a
general deer tag. No person may obtain more
than one 1958 general deer tag.

GENERAL ELK SEASONS
AND REGULATIONS

Bag limit, one elk only by holder of a gen-
eral elk tag. (Sex and age class determined
by area and season in which elk is killed.) No
person may obtain more than one 1958 general
elk tag.

The tines on antlers of bull elk shall have
a minimum length of two inches. A lesser tine
shall not be classified as an antler point.

Persons taking bull elk shall tag and possess
antlers with at least the scalp and eyes at-
tached while the carcass of the animal is in
possession in the field or forest or on any
of the highways or roads.
Coastal Area

Open season, November 1 through 16.
Bag limit, one bull elk with 3 points or

more, including the brow tine, on one antler
in the following counties west of U.S. High-
way 99: All of Clatsop, Columbia, Lincoln and
Benton counties; that part of Lane county
north of State Highway 36; that part of
Tillamook county bounded on the east by
State Highway 53 and on the south and west
by U.S. Highway 101.

Bag limit, one bull elk with antlers longer
than the ears in the following counties west
of U.S. Highway 99: All of Coos, Curry and
Josephine counties; that part of Douglas
county south of State Highway 38 and west
of the Southern Pacific Railroad right-of-way.
Cascade Area

Open season, November 1 through 25, be-
tween U.S. Highway 99 and U.S. Highway 97,
except Douglas county.

Bag limit, one bull elk with antlers longer
than the ears.
Northeastern Area

Open season, November 1 through 25.
Bag limit, one bull elk with antlers longer

than the ears in the following big game man-
agement units: Columbia Basin, Walla Walla,
Wenaha, Sled Springs, Chesnimnus, Umatilla,
Catherine Creek, Minan, Imnaha, Snake River,
Starkey, Ukiah, Heppner, Desolation and
Sumpter.

Bag limit, one elk in the following big game
management units: Wheeler, Grizzly, Ochoco,
Maury, Northside, Baker, Keating, Lookout
Mountain, Murderer's Creek, Beulah, Malheur
River and Silvies.

CONTROLLED DEER SEASONS
Special tag required-55 fee

Bag
Limit Season DatesArea No. Tags

*Astoria
Watershed 50

*Corvallis
Watershed 300

200

1 deer

1 deer

*Mill Creek 1 deer
*Hart

Mountain 250 1 deer
*East Goose

Lake 250 1 antlerless
deer Nov. 22-25

Oct. 25-26

Oct. 28-29,
Nov. 22-23

Nov. 29-30

Sept. 27-28

Snake River
Pack 500 1 antlerless

deer Oct. 4-26
Wallowa Pack 500 1 buck and

1 antlerless
deer Aug. 30-Sept. 3

*Areas closed to all hunting during the con-
trolled seasons except as authorized by permit.

CONTROLLED ELK SEASONS
Unused general elk tag required

plus free permit
No.

Area Permits
Elgin 300

'Mill Creek
Watershed 100

*Tillamook

Bag
Limit
1 elk

1 elk

Season Dates
Oct. 4-17

Nov. 8-12

Burn 400 1 3-pt. bull Nov. 1-2
*Astoria

Watershed 75 1 elk Nov. 16
Clatsop 500 1 elk Nov. 29-30
Blue Ridge 300 1 elk Nov. 22-23
Shaw

Mountain 300 1 elk Dec. 6-Jan. 31
'Bridge Creek 150 1 elk Dec. 13-31
*Areas closed to all hunting during the con-
trolled seasons except as authorized by permit.

UNIT ELK HUNTS
Unused general elk tag required

plus free permit
Unit No. of Permits Season

Walla Walla 250 Nov. 15-25
Umatilla 150 Nov. 15-25
Sled Springs 100 Nov. 15-25
Imnaha 100 Nov. 15-25
Minam Pack 100 Nov. 15-25
Heppner 300 Nov. 15-25
Ukiah 200 Nov. 15-25
Starkey 300 Nov. 15-25
Desolation 200 Nov. 15-25
Sumpter 100 Nov. 15-25

UNIT DEER HUNTS
Unused general deer tag required

plus free permit
Permits Season

500
1,500
3,000

600
1,500

Unit
Clatsop
Wilson
Trask
Nestucca
Polk

Willamette 2,500

Santiam 5,000
Alsea 6,000

McKenzie 10,000

Siuslaw 2,500

Tenmile 200
Umpqua 1,000
Douglas 1,000
Coquille 500
Powers 500

Evans Creek 400

Applegate 400

Butte Falls
Green Springs
Hood River

Wasco 1,500

500
500
200

Sherman 300
Maupin 200
Metolius 1,000
Grizzly 300
Ochoco 1,000
Maury 700
Deschutes 1,000
Paulina 1,500
Klamath 1,000
Fort Rock 2,500
Silver Lake 2,000
Interstate 2,500
Warner 800
Steens 1,000
Silvies 2,000
Malheur River 3,000
Beulah 2,500
Owyhee 500
Whitehorse 200
Columbia Basin 200
Wenaha 600
Chesnimnus 600
Catherine Creek 800
Wheeler 4,000
Keating 1,000
Lookout Mountain 500
Baker-Sumpter 1,400
Northside 3,500
Murderers Creek 3,000
Walla Walla 800
Umatilla 800
Sled Springs 500
Imnaha 600
Minam Pack 600
Heppner 3,000
Ukiah 1,000
Starkey 700
Desolation 500

November seasons do
unit.

Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26 &

Nov. 15-16
Oct. 18-26 &

Nov. 15-16
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26 &

Nov. 15-16
Oct. 18-26 &

Nov.15-16,29-30
Oct. 18-26 &

Nov. 15-16
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26 &

Nov. 15.16
Oct. 18-26 &

Nov. 15-16
Oct. 18-26 &

Nov. 15-16
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26 &

Nov. 15-16
Oct. 18-26 &

Nov. 15-16
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 4-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26
Oct. 18-26

not all apply to entire
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1957-58 TRAPPING SEASON
Trappers during the 1957-58 trapping

season reported catching 67,434 fur
animals having a sale value of $198,-
869.32. This represents approximately 64
per cent of the fur harvest since 570
trappers (36 per cent) of the 1,593 li-
censed trappers failed to file a report.

The accompanying chart shows the
take of fur animals by county and the
revenue derived from the sale of pelts.
The beaver again was the main revenue
producer, accounting for two-thirds of
the trapper's income. The otter had the
most valuable fur while more muskrats,
even at 66c per pelt, were taken than
all other species combined.

Long-haired furs again were of little
value although some improvement in
price was noted on raccoons and wild-
cats. This type of fur has not been in
demand due to limited use.

The opossum and nutria are two ex-
otic species which are showing up in
fur catch reports in increasing numbers
each year. The increase from an illegal
opossum introduction near Warrenton in
Clatsop County by C.C.C. boys in 1939
has now spread into neighboring coun-
ties. Another apparent liberation in
Clackamas County has taken hold and
is increasing in size and area. At 20c
per pelt there is little incentive for
trappers to seek this animal.

As a result of private promotions of
nutria as a fur farm animal, many of
these South American rodents have been
brought into Oregon. Such enterprises
are now operating throughout the state.
That many of these animals have es-
caped or been illegally liberated is in-
dicated by reports of 29 being trapped
during the winter in 10 counties. Trap-
pers realized only $1.29 per pelt from
the sale of these furs. Should such in-
troductions take hold, competition for
aquatic food with waterfowl and musk-
rats will certainly result.

Hunters Cooperate in Deer Study
(Continued from Page 2)

vited to collect blood and stomach sam-
ples of deer at the time of kill and re-
port other pertinent observations.

The study area encompasses all of the
Silver Lake Management Unit as dis-
played on the map on page 4. Two thou-
sand antlerless deer permits will be is-
sued for use on the area between October
18 and 26.

The Silver Lake study is designed to
provide an intensive evaluation of current
and potential animal and plant manage-
ment tools in terms of their effect upon
animals, plants, and humans. Hunters
have much to gain in such studies and
excellent cooperatiop is expected.

Page 7



FREQUENT reference has been made
in Bulletin articles over the past

several years to the importance of basic
water policy and the pattern of water
development to the future of Oregon's
fish resources. One of the most pressing
and growing demands upon the Commis-
sion deals with water development ac-
tivities as it affects the fishery values
of our many river systems. This phase
of our activities is the responsibility of
a staff section, Basin Investigations,
whose duty among others is to main-
tain surveillance of all water use and
development programs in the state. The
activity, although not dealing with regu-
lations or with management phases of
our fisheries program, does pursue a
very fundamental and essential aspect
of the Commission's program in terms
of protection and enhancement of the
fish and wildlife resources.

A resume of our Basin Investigations
monthly report for May is indicative of
the diversity in the fisheries mainte-
nance activity covered. More important,
it is a manifestation of the vastly ex-
panded water development in the state
and region. This is reflected for the
month in reports on such matters as:

"An inter-agency meeting was partici-
pated in to consider Columbia River
Fisheries Development budget.

"Fish passage facilities at Cougar Dam
were considered at three separate con-
ferences with agencies concerned.

"Model studies of the first stage cof-

ferdam to be used in the John Day
Dam construction were made with the
U. S. Corps of Engineers and repre-
sentatives of the other fishery agencies.

"Additional work was done on the
evaluation of effects of Corps of Engi-
neers' flood control proposals on the
South Umpqua River.

"Conferences were held with the Eu-
gene Water and Electric Board and other
agencies concerning fish resources at
the proposed Carmen-Smith Project.

"Final preparations were completed
for testing of fish mortalities at Eugene
Water and Electric Board's hydroelectric
plants on the McKenzie River.

"Conferences were participated in
concerning the City of Forest Grove's
plans for municipal storage and diver-
sion from Wilson River headwaters.

"A meeting called by the State Engi-
neer was attended for review of the 21
applications in Oregon under the Small
Watersheds Act.

"Analysis of the Lynx Hollow Creek
flood control project in relation to fish
and wildlife was completed.

"Attended Water Resources Board
meeting.

"Statements and photographic evi-
dence of violations of log rafting regula-
tions on Rogue River were completed.

"The meeting of the Mid-Columbia
Recreational Council, dealing with rec-
reational facilities at The Dalles pool,
was attended.

"Upstream passage facilities at Pelton

Dam, which were completed and put into
operation on May 22, were reviewed."

The above, although incomplete, is
indicative of the magnitude and widely
varying nature of water use activities
with which the Commission staff must
concern itself with increasing diligence.
There is a close coordination between
all the fisheries agencies of this region
in these activities which have important
and, in some instances, far-reaching in-
fluences upon our fish habitat. In addi-
tion, close liaison is maintained with the
numerous agencies or utilities operating
or constructing water use projects. The
degree to which fish values are consid-
ered in relation to location, design, and
operation of these projects, plus the
assurance of water in adequate supply
and quality, will determine to a large
extent the future of our most important
native fishery resources.

P. W. Schneider

JULY MEETING OF THE
GAME COMMISSION

Actions taken by the Game Commission
at its meeting in July included:

CENTENNIAL EXHIBIT- Approved
tentative plans submitted by the staff for
next year's Centennial exhibit.

BIDS: Accepted low bid of $24,435 by
Gunderson Bros. for storage tank at Gnat
Creek Hatchery; and low bid of $24,465
by F. E. Wilburn for access road to the
south jetty on the Columbia River.

CAPITAL OUTLAY: Approved expen-
ditures of $565 for water controls on
Klamath Management Area; $700 for
fence construction at Fish Lake; $6,000,
White River Management Area shop
building; $7,500, tractor for habitat work;
$1,200, two horse trailers; $15,000, two
rearing ponds at Bandon, and $6,350
holding pond at Butte Falls.

ACQUISITION: Authorized exercise of
following land options: Peterson tract on
Wenaha Management Area, $1,680; Ala-
meda Bar boat access (Wickham tract on
Rogue River), $10,000, and access site
at Arago on Coquille River.

ELKHORN RESERVOIR: Authorized
$4,865 for increasing the size of proposed
Elkhorn Reservoir in Wheeler County to
provide a minimum pool for fish stocking.

LOWLAND LAKES: Adopted a policy
favoring development of lowland natural
and man-made lakes under certain con-
ditions and when funds are available.
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