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To cut down on the number of lost birds,
a waterfowl hunter needs a good retriever.
(Photo by Harold C. Smith)
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SEPTEMBER MEETING OF THE

GAME COMMISSION
The Oregon State Game Commission

met in Portland on September 26 and
among items of business considered were
the following:

Bids: Accepted bid of $9,700 by Harney
Homes for construction of garage and
warehouse at Southeast Region headquar-
ters in Hines.

Ladd Marsh: Approved expansion of the
Ladd Marsh project in Union County
from 400 to 941 acres.

Wallowa Boat Access: Approved a Ding-
ell-Johnson project in the amount of
$5,700 for development of boat access
site at Wallowa Lake.

Request for Quail: Approved request of
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife
to trap and ship limited number of quail
from Malheur Refuge to Virgin Islands.

Saunders Lake: Matter of development
of boat access site tabled for further con-
sideration.

Haystack Paneling Policy: Adopted a
policy effective statewide not to panel
haystacks against big game damage on
private lands that were not open to hunt-
ing by the public without payment of fee.

Morgan Lake: Considered report from
staff as to possibility of Morgan Lake
(reservoir) in Union County being avail-
able for development of a fishery. Staff
instructed to investigate matter and re-
port further.

Capital Outlay: Authorized $600 for a
double horse trailer and $900 for a sand
buggy, both to be constructed at the
Central Point screen plant. Sand buggy
is to be used in connection with making
a survey of sand dune lakes in the South-
west Region.

Next Meeting: Decided to hold its next
meeting on Wednesday, November 12.

Hunting Seasons
Create Rush

How's business? "Rushing" would be
the answer (if you could get one) from
any of the license clerks of the game de-
partment, who with other personnel have
just survived the busiest fall in the Game
Commission's history.

When the Commission decided to au-
thorize the issuance of up to 92,650 unit
hunt permits and controlled season tags
for big game, the wheels started to roll.
Processing of the thousands of applica-
tions received as well as the requests for
information in person, by mail, telephone,
and possibly even by carrier pigeon, re-
quired the attention in one way or an-
other of almost everyone in the depart-
ment.

The biggest demand on time was the
new unit hunt system for deer. With the
state divided into units, 87,900 free per-
mits to take antlerless deer (by holders
of general deer tags) were allocated to
the various units. As the most popular
ones were oversubscribed, drawings had
to be held and after the last one on
September 22, all but 16,526 deer permits
had been issued. These were then made
available on a first come, first served
basis and most of them were disposed of
before the end of the season.

Elk hunters were given a chance to
apply for 1,800 unit permits for antler-
less elk and 16,976 applications were
filed. This averaged about nine appli-
cants per tag but in the more popular
units, the chances for drawing a tag were
even less.

In addition to the free unit permits,
drawings were held for 2,550 controlled

(Continued on Page 7)

Our Readers Write
Response of Bulletin readers to the

September issue article, "These Are Your
Bucks," has been gratifying and, in some
instances, really helpful.

Among suggestions for improving the
Commission's future financial picture
were:

INCREASE size of the Bulletin, send
it to every licensee and solicit advertis-
ing as a source of revenue.

INCREASE license fees.
ELIMINATE the pioneer licenses.
ISSUE tags for fish and birds to collect

proportionately from those most success-
ful.

SELL distinctively marked hunting and
fishing shirts.

PROVIDE extra fee for successful big

game hunters to be paid after they had
taken an elk or deer.

INCREASE price of big game tags, with
refund provided for unsuccessful hunters.

IMPOSE federal excise tax on hunting
and fishing gear. (This is now a law;
revenue is apportioned to states to be
matched $1 for the state and $3 for the
federal fund for wide variety of hunting
and fishing benefits.)

The Commission appreciates the in-
terest shown by letters on the Bulletin
article and assures the writers that their
suggestions will be given every considera-
tion if they can improve Oregon's wild
life management programs.

J. H. VAN WINKLE,
Chairman.
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........the bounty system
in Oregon...

By Chester E. Kebbe, Chief Biologist, Furbearers

THE BOUNTY system is a program
designed primarily to control in-

jurious and nuisance animals and birds
through the payment of subsidies or boun-
ties. Such a program is not new, having
been known to be in operation over 2,000
years ago. Even in the United States,
records of bounty payments date back to
1683 when Pennsylvania initiated the
system in an attempt to eliminate certain
species of predaceous birds and mam-
mals. Since that year, every state in the
Union has at some time inaugurated sim-
ilar programs designed to control animal
populations.

In recent years the bounty system has
been criticized by many game managers,
ranchers, and sportsmen throughout the
country who maintain that the results are
not commensurate with costs. A recent
survey by North Dakota disclosed that
game management officials from 37
states considered the payment of bounties
a costly and ineffective method of con-
trolling animal numbers. Even though
most officials agreed the system did not
accomplish its intended purpose, only
16 states have abandoned all bounty pay-
ments. Once bounty laws are enacted,
they become difficult to amend or repeal
and the adminigtrative agency must con-
tinue to expend public funds in compli-
ance with local statutes.
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The control of predatory animals his-
torically has been a function of county,
state, and federal governments. Participa-
tion by these agencies has consisted pri-
marily of financial aid through bounty
payments and the employment of profes-
sional hunters and trappers. These meth-
ods of control still are used widely, both
often being employed in the same state.

Community and territorial govern-
ments paid bounties on wolves, coyotes,
cougars, and bears in Oregon as early as
1842, 17 years before Oregon became a
state. Payments have continued since
that date with the various counties and
the state assuming the financial burden.
In addition to the predatory animals
originally bountied, certain counties have
added bobcats, foxes, seals, and porcu-
pines as undesired species with a price
on their heads. Bounty payments also
are made on such destructive animals
as moles in Tillamook County and jack
rabbits in Harney County.

Two bounty systems, as well as a paid
government hunter system, currently are
in operation in Oregon. The statutes au-
thorizing these bounty programs have
been enacted over a period of years by the
state legislature. These laws must be com-
plied with before state or county funds
can legally be disbursed. One program,
administered by the State Department

of Agriculture, authorizes the counties to
pay bounties on certain species. These
counties are later reimbursed from the
state's general tax fund at a rate limited
to $10.00 for cougars, $3.00 for coyotes,
$2.50 for wolves and seals, and $2.00
for bobcats. Any payments exceeding
these amounts must be borne by the
county.

The second bounty system authorized
by the legislature requires the Game Com-
mission to pay the hunter $50.00 for
each cougar killed in the state, $30.00
for each wolf, and $2.50 for each bobcat,
providing the county in which the bobcat

(Continued on Page 4)
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Cougar

The Bounty System
(Continued from Page 3)

was killed pays a bounty of $2.50 or more.
These bounties are in addition to those
paid under the various county bounty
systems. Since the Game Commission de-
rives its income from the sale of hunting
and angling licenses, the sportsmen ac-
tually finance all of this portion of the
program.

In the last 15 years the Game Com-
mission has paid bounties amounting to
$169,595.00 for the destruction of 1,992
cougars, 28,370 bobcats, and 2 wolves. At
least that much more has been paid out
by the individual counties for the killing
of these and other species. Was this
money well spent or could it have been
put to better use in some other phase of
game management or in a more efficient
predator control program?

Out of 850 individuals filing affidavits
for state bobcat bounties in 1957, 457 or
53 per cent submitted only one animal,
while 802 or 95 per cent bountied 10 or
less. Considering the time of year most
of these bobcats were bountied, it is
obvious they were killed incidental to
deer or elk hunting and the bounty
claimed only because it was available.

Page 4

The other five per cent of the bounty
recipients bountied 897 pelts, or 30 per
cent of the total kill. With this small per-
centage of hunters, receipt of the boun-
ties may have been a factor influencing
the take. To some it provided financial
assistance in caring for hounds and to
others the subsidy supplemented their
income from fur trapping. It is seldom
that a bounty system increases the preda-
tor take by more than 30 per cent, thus
making the removal of these additional
animals cost more than three times the
actual bounty paid.

Even though control measures in the
form of bounties and employment of
hunters have been in operation in Oregon
for a number of years, they have not
been effective in controlling bobcat popu-
lations. Field observations indicate there
are as many bobcats in the state now as in
any recent year. This high population is
also reflected in the greater take by gov-
ernment hunters and in the increase in
applications for bounty. Continued pay-
ment of bounties has had little effect
on populations, with bobcat numbers as
high today in those counties offering
bounties as in those which do not.

To have an effective bounty program,
it is necessary to provide an incentive
for trappers and hunters to seek the addi-

tional animals which would not normally
be killed. This can be accomplished
through making the rewards attractive
enough to draw professional trappers and
hunters. In offering big rewards, the
possibility of fraudulent practices must
also be considered and guarded against.

After a high bounty system was initi-
ated, several states noted a slight increase
in trapping pressure but a large increase
in the number of pelts presented for
bounty. Some claims were for pelts
which had been in storage for years,
while others were for hides brought
in from areas or states where little or
no bounty was paid. Differences in the
method of marking pelts after payment
provide an opportunity for more than
one bounty to be collected. As an example
of differences in cancellation methods,
let's consider cougars. Washington re-
quires presentation of the skin with the
hind leg bones attached. These are then
skinned out in the presence of the author-
ized deputy. Idaho requires the skull to
be turned in, while Oregon demands sub-
mission of the entire dried hide. Uniform
bounties with identical requirements for
securing the reward are necessary to
make the system work without fraud.
Trappers have been known to operate on
a sustained yield basis where large boun-
ties are paid, harvesting the annual in-
crease during the winter months when

is prime and releasing trapped
females to serve as breeding stock for
next year's crop.

Bounty payments generally provide no
incentive for full-time trapping. As
brought out in the North Dakota survey,
nine states paid bounties on cougars,
ranging from $75.00 down to $25.00. Nine
states paid from $30.00 to $2.00 on coy-
otes, and fourteen states bountied bobcats
with payments ranging from $20.00 in
New Hampshire to $2.50 in Oregon. Pro-
fessional trappers could not make a living
in Oregon trapping for bounty at even
the highest of these rates. When popula-
tions are high and fur prices are good,
they could make wages in some sections
of the state for a short period of time
during the winter months. When numbers
diminish, trapping pressure decreases and
the animals are left to repopulate the
range. Natural factors such as disease,
starvation, and the killing of offspring
by the parents, as so often happens among
wild creatures, is nature's effective
method of controlling predators. An assist
from man is needed when irruptions oc-
cur or to correct local situations when
predation becomes severe. There is no
selectivity under the bounty system, win.
predators living on destructive rodents

(Continued on Page 7)
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A Day with Ken Cochrun
. . . Fishery Agent,

As I reach to push the alarm button
at 6:30 a.m. on a chill, rainy morning, I
turn over in my mind my plans for the
day. Today is the day for checking the
steelhead catch on the Sandy River.
Some of the anglers get out early and
try to be back by 9:00 or 10:00 a.m. for
work. To check these fishermen, I must
be out early also.

About to leave, I hear the telephone.
An .angler wants to know about the steel-
head fishing on the river. After telling
him the results of yesterday's checking,
the number of fish caught, and the areas
where they were taken, I am on my way.

On reaching the river, I approach two
anglers and introduce myself as the
fisheries agent for the Game Commission.
I ask about their catch, the number of
hours they have fished, and the number
of anglers in their party. They answer
the questions and then ask the reason
for the information. I explain there is a
special study on the Sandy River to de-
termine the total number of steelhead
caught, the total number of anglers fish-
ing the river, and the amount of time
anglers spend fishing on the river to
catch a steelhead. In order to get the
figures, one day a week is spent talking
to anglers. Another day is spent count-
ing anglers' cars on the entire river, and
another day is spent counting cars at a
particular area. At the end of the season,
this information is summarized. The goal
in this special study is to determine what
influence the stocking of yearling steel-
head has on over-all angler success. The
study has been carried on for several
years and comparison of the catch is
made from year to year to determine the
increase or decline in the fishery. I thank
the anglers for their information and
interest and move on to the next group.

Here someone has had some luck. Two
steelhead are hanging in the shrubs. As
I check their licenses and punch cards,
an angler asks about the latter. The punch
card has two main purposes in the man-
agement of steelhead and salmon. First,
it gives an inventory of the catch and
angler intensity on a stream, how many
anglers fish the stream and how many
fish are caught. Second, the punch card
is a control of the angler's catch. It re-
cords the angler's catch as to number
and date. The punch card is very im-
portant to the management of steelhead
and salmon and every angler should make
a special effort to keep the record correct
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Lower Willamette District
and complete. The cards must be turned
in at the end of the year.

I also measure and weigh the steelhead
and take a few scales. The weight and
measurement are to get the average size
of the fish in the catch and the scales
are to calculate the age of the fish. Fish
scales grow in concentric rings like the
rings in a tree. During the winter months,
when the water is cold and food is not
too abundant, the scales grow slowly and
the rings are close together. In summer
when the water is warmer, food is more
abundant, and conditions are more favor-
able for the fish, the scales grow faster
and the rings are farther apart. As the
fish grows, the scale grows. When the
scales are viewed under magnification,
the areas of winter growth are counted
and thus, the age of the fish is deter-
mined. Other events in the fish's life can
be learned from the scales, such as when
the fish first entered the ocean and how
many times it has spawned.

I move on in order to contact as many
people as possible and get a more accu-
rate sample. Shortly after noon, the last
angler on the upper river has been
checked and I go on to the fish ladder
at Marmot Dam to check the electronic
fish counter. This is a new device for
counting migratory fish in a stream.
The machine was designed and developed
by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
made available to various fishery groups
for testing. It operates on an electrical-
density principle and records fish move-
ments by direction, upstream or down-
stream. The migrating fish are forced to
pass through tunnels attached to the
machine which records the number of
fish passing. Because the counter is new
and still being tested, fishery agents have
had to learn a bit about electronics to
keep the counters operating. I record
the number of fish tallied on the ma-
chine in my notebook and at the end of
the fish migration, I will have the total
number of fish in the spawning run
above the dam. The figures are used to
compare the runs from year to year.

There is a 4,000-foot closure to angling
below the fish ladder and as I start to
leave, I notice several anglers gathered
at the deadline discussing the sign. They
inquire about the 4,000 feet since the
normal closure at fishways is only 200
feet. I explain why I had recommended
this particular closure. There happens to
be a series of pools immediately below
the ladder in which the steelhead and

salmon rest before going upstream be-
cause the mouth of the ladder is diffi-
cult to find at certain water stages. In
addition, there is a fish by-pass from
screens in the river ditch which empties
below the ladder and the downstream
fish spend some time in the pools. The
special closure regulation has been made
to protect the fish in this abnormal situa-
tion. The closure is well marked by signs.
Fishery agents try to keep all special
closures and regulations on streams and
lakes posted, but it is difficult since some
people apparently enjoy destroying reg-
ulation signs. It is always wise to consult
the angling synopsis concerning special
regulations on a lake or stream before
fishing.

By late afternoon, there is one more
task I want to complete before quitting
for the day. From the State Engineer's
office, I have received a copy of an appli-
cation for a water right asking for a dam
in a small stream to impound water. I
contact the rancher who has made the
application and ask to see the site. I tell
him I am going to ask for a fishway over
the dam for migrating fish. The stream
is small but during the winter and early
spring, steelhead coming up the main
river turn into the small stream to spawn.
Although the stream is completely dry
in August, some small steelhead migrate
out as soon as they are hatched in May
and June. These early migrating fish ap-
parently maintain the run in the stream.
I explain that the Game Commission will
be happy to supply the rancher with de-
tails for small fishways and advise him
in the construction. I thank the rancher
for his time and leave for home.

As I look through the day's mail, I
notice several more water right applica-
tions to investigate and a letter concern-
ing a log jam in a stream that might .stop
migrating fish. As I plan my day for to-
morrow, I include the log jam.

Several telephone calls have been re-
ceived at home during the day. The

(Continued on Page 8)

At Marmot Dam fishway.
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How easily a fire can be started even
by an innocent squirrel. A silver gray
shorted the power line on the White River
management area and blew a fuse two
miles below the point of contact. This
caused a small fire which burned about
two acres although very little damage
was done.

* C *

Waterfowl Hunters! ! Remember to re-
port your banded birds. This year again
large numbers of waterfowl have been
banded and your cooperation is needed
in returning information about time and
place of kill and the species of any banded
bird you bag.

* * *

Oregon,
Columbia fish and game branch, was able
to obtain 2,534,448 kokanee eggs for
hatching at the Wallowa, Oak Springs,
Fall River and Willamette hatcheries.
Oregon Game Commission personnel were
sent to British Columbia to spawn the
fish and transport the eggs back here.
Aside from the travel expense, there was
no cost to the department.

* * *

Inquiries about permits for crippled
persons to hunt from cars prompts the
explanation that no permit is required
for those who can comply with the re-
quirement of the law. It is permissible
for a permanently disabled or crippled
person incapable of walking to hunt from
a motor-propelled vehicle. However, hunt-
ing cannot be done while the vehicle is
in motion or while on a public highway.

* * *

A Bulletin reader sends in a rather
odd story about a Canadian honker killed
recently at Forest Lake in Minnesota by
Bill Eisenmenger. In the breast of the
goose when shot there was embedded a
20-inch stick, 3/4 of an inch in diameter.
The stick went through the breast with
ends protruding out from either side. Be-
cause the ends were withered, it was
assumed that the bird had been carrying
the stick for sometime.
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International Association Deals with
Conservation Problems

THE 48TH annual convention of the
International Association of Game,

Fish and Conservation Commissioners
was held at Philadelphia, September 10
to 12. Subjects discussed included federal
plans for use of monies to be derived
from the new $3 duck stamp; the new
National Outdoor Recreation Resources
Review Commission's plans; conservation
accomplishments in the last Congress
and forecast of issues in the 86th Con-
gress; and other topics of general interest.

The 1959 convention will be held in
Florida and A. D. Aldrich, Director of
the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission was elected president. P. W.
Schneider, Director of the Oregon Game
Commission, was named chairman of the
Executive Committee.

Actions taken by the Association in
form of resolutions included:

Urged federal and state governmental
agencies to disapprove of plans to eradi-
cate undesirable vegetation in range im-
provement programs unless adequate pro-
vision is made for the retention of food
and cover for wildlife.

Set up machinery whereby Congress
will be asked to adopt legislation recog-
nizing "wildlife, fish and recreation as a

public beneficial use on all unappropri-
ated waters of the western public lands
states arising or flowing through such
public lands" and establishing "adequate
rights in the name of the administering
agency, on natural springs and seeps, and
small water developments that have been
made on federal and state land with the
use of public funds so as to maintain the
essential multiple use policy on all pub-
licly-owned land in the United States."

Endorsed legislation to amend the
Federal Power Act by providing that no
construction licenses affecting fish and
wildlife resources shall be issued until
plans of the dams or other structures
have been approved by the Secretary of
the Interior.

Asked Congress and state legislatures
to provide for the retention, in the name
of the public, of hunting and fishing
rights on any governmental land sold or
exchanged, in the same manner that
mineral rights are retained.

Urged Congress adopt legislation with-
holding federal aid from drainage proj-
ects which would result in damage and
loss to wildlife.

Endorsed legislation increasing federal
(Continued on Page 7)

Dorena Reservoir

While the water was drawn down last month at Dorena Reservoir on Row River (Lane County), it was
treated chemically to rid it of trash fish. This airplane was used to help spray the rotenone. Tributary
streams as well as the reservoir area were treated. The reservoir will be restocked with trout when

conditions permit.
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The Bounty System
(Continued from Page 4)

bringing the same reward as those feed-
ing on livestock and game.

Comparatively high bounties for the
killing of cougars and wolves may have
been instrumental in reducing and con-
trolling these animals in the early years
of statehood. The timber wolf, which was
fairly abundant in many parts of the
state until the turn of the century, is now
considered extinct. Use of strychnine and
other lethal agents during the late 1800's,
as well as hunting and trapping, were
factors causing this reduction. Although
some hunting and trapping was done for
the bounty, most of it was carried on by
the early settlers to prevent raids on
their livestock. Since 1933, only an occa-
sional animal has been bountied, the last
one having been submitted in 1946. Many
coyotes and some police dogs have been
presented as wolves, however, in hopes
of collecting the $30.00 state bounty.

The number of cougar bounties paid by
the state since the turn of the century
has remained quite constant, averaging
approximately 150 annually. In recent
years, however, the numbers taken have
dropped to 116 in 1954, 80 in 1955, 103
in 1956, and 56 in 1957. Since World War
II, interest in the cougar as a game animal
has increased greatly, with many hunters
seeking it as a trophy animal. Cougars
cannot continue to survive in the face
of heavy hunting pressure, the reduction
of habitat through logging, and increased
accessibility to its last mountain retreats
by the construction of a network of forest
roads. A bounty on this species no longer
is justified.

The principal value of a bounty system
lies in the annual cropping of a small
number of animals which otherwise would
not be taken. It encourages rural resi-
dents to learn the art of trapping in order
to handle their own predator problems
and returns a small bonus to them to
assist in defraying hunting and trapping
expenses. The high cost of operating
such a system, however, outweighs these
dubious advantages.

A more realistic approach to the preda-
tor problem lies in a paid hunter system
which provides for the permanent em-
ployment of trained personnel. These
professional hunters would be assigned
to work in problem areas and to continue
pursuit of hard-to-catch livestock killers,
a task economically unfeasible for bounty
hunters. Prompt action by experienced
hunters generally can hold losses to a
minimum. With such an elastic program,
hunters also would be available for rodent
control work in localities requiring atten-
tion.

Bobcat

The State Game Commission recognizes
the deficiencies of the bounty system and
favors repeal of existing statutes. It also
recognizes the need of a sound and effi-
cient predator and rodent control pro-
gram based on obtaining the desired
results with a minimum expenditure of
public funds.

ACCESS ROADS MAKE
FISHING EASIER

Salmon and other fishermen will find
it much easier to try the fishing along the
south jetty of the Columbia River with
the recent completion of an access road
by the Game Commission. Construction of
two and one-half miles of road and two
parking lots at Clatsop Spit with space
for 200 cars made this one of the largest
fishing access projects undertaken under
the federal aid Dingell-Johnson program.

Besides salmon, anglers have taken
steelhead occasionally in the area and in
addition can fish for bottom fish such as
ling cod, rock fish, ocean perch, flounder,
and halibut. An incidental benefit is im-
proved access for waterfowl and upland
game bird hunting and clam digging.

Another access road project just com-
pleted was improvement of three-quarters
of a mile of an old road and building of
a parking area for the Gordon Creek
access site on the Sandy River. This opens
up two miles of some favorite steelhead
fishing water.

Upland game bird releases up to the
end of September totalled 1,590 bob-
whites, 395 European gray partridges, 5,-
650 chukars and 19,421 pheasants.

Hunting Seasons
(Continued from Page 2)

deer tags and 600 antelope tags, which
were issued for a fee of $5.

So all in all, it has been a busy season.
In another year it is hoped some of the
bugs will have been worked out of the
unit hunt system, which replaced the
former hunter's choice season. The
change was made to permit distribution
of hunting pressure and regulate the har-
vest of deer according to supply. If the
legislature should authorize the Commis-
sion to change the time for establishing
hunting regulations, it will be possible
to set the big game regulations earlier in
the year. This will allow more time for
publicizing the regulations and proces-
sing of applications.

International
Association

(Continued from Page 6)
grants to municipalities for the construc-
tion of sewage treatment plants and ele-
vating the status of the pollution
abatement program by creating a new
position of Assistant Secretary for Water
Pollution Control within the U. S. De-
partment of Health, Education and Wel-
fare.

Voted to support legislation or rulings
whereby surplus U. S. governmental
equipment can be made available to state
conservation agencies.

In other resolutions, the Association
established an action committee on water
resources and set up duties of a new
legal committee.
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With the opening of the various hunt-
ing seasons throughout the state, the
question of access to private lands be-
comes a 'matter of interest to thousands
of people. It is a question of importance
to both the landowner and the citizen
who desires to hunt on private land. In-
herent in this problem are several basic
factors. Every property owner has the
inviolate right supported by several stat-
utes to control trespass upon his property.
The possession of a hunting or angling
license does not grant the holder of that
license any right to go upon another per-
son's property without permission. In
contrast to the right of a property owner
to control who may or may not go upon
his land, the fish, game and wild fur
resources of the state belong to all of
the people. The state is charged with the
solemn duty of administering these re-
sources for all of the people.

The above factors raise many questions
and have been the subject of extensive
legal study not only in Oregon but
throughout the country for many years.
Historically, Roman, civil and early com-
mon law all dealt with this question. Our
present legal status of game and the
firm right of trespass control by the
landowner arise from a long historical
background of constitutional, legislative
and judicial considerations and are today
well established in the laws of the land.
There remain, however, the practical day-
to-day problems arising for the landowner
on the one hand who desires to protect
his property, and the hunter who desires
to utilize the game that occurs at least

for part of the time upon that property.
Another aspect concerns itself with the

management of the fish and game re-
sources. This Commission must pursue a
program to perpetuate these resources as
a public value and to manage them for all
of the people. Management programs in-
volving expenditure of funds are carried
out not with reference as to whether
the land is public or private, but as to
whether the fish and game are available
to the public since the resource itself is
legally public in ownership.

Many approaches to a solution to the
problem of access have been tried. Cur-
rently programs of varying types are
being fostered by either conservation
organizations, individual landowners or
combined groups representing all inter-
ests. Each plan has its particular advan-
tages or disadvantages, depending upon
one's viewpoint or objective. In the final
analysis, however, one that meets the ob-
jectives of both the landowner and the
hunter and recognizes the traditional
status of public ownership of game com-
bined with the right of control by the
landowner of trespass must evolve. Joint
efforts in this regard are best exemplified
by the Red Hat Days program and similar
programs in which landowners, conser-
vation groups and agencies and land
managers join with individual citizens to
foster respect for both the landowner's
rights and the status of the resource
involved. This Commission has promoted
the use of "Hunting by Permission" signs
that are issued free upon request to the
landowners.

More recently an outstanding example
of what we regard as a positive and
effective approach to the problem was
demonstrated by Steiwer Ranches of Fos-
sil. They are extending exceptional coop-
eration to the hunting public by issuing
permits to anyone asking permission. A
copy of the permit reads as follows:

"This card is your permission to hunt
on Steiwer Ranches during the 1958
Deer and Bird season. We issue it in
the spirit of cooperation with the hunt-
er and the Game Commission to provide
good hunting for as many as possible.
We hope in return that you will co-
operate with us by not abusing this
hospitality. We would appreciate if you
would:
Observe safety zone signs and refrain

from hunting where they are posted.
Leave gates as you find them, and do

not tamper with fences.
Refrain from shooting near livestock.
Obey all State game laws.
Report any violators of these rules to

the nearest employee of Steiwer
Ranches or the State Police.

"We are sure that if the hunter and
the landowner cooperate in this way
there will be happy hunting for all.
"Good Luck!"
Certainly, if the hunters will recipro-

cate with proper respect for the privilege
of entering the Steiwer lands under these
conditions, a mutually advantageous sys-
tem such as this permit exemplifies will
prevail.

The hunting public, through its con-
duct, will determine to a large degree the
future of hunting on private land. This
Commission favors cooperation between
the hunter and landowner under the
American tradition so much a part of our
society. P. W. Schneider

Kenneth Cochrun
(Continued from Page 5)

sportsmen's group called to confirm a
speaking date. I had already made a
note of the date, prepared a talk, and re-
served a film from the regional office for
showing. One man left his 'phone number
so I call him and find he has caught a
strange looking fish. From his descrip-
tion, the fish could be a cross between a
bullhead catfish and a salmon. I get his
address and tell him I will be by tomor-
row to look at the fish . . .

. . . and so, my day is ended.
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