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The present chukar population in Oregon

had its start with the release of 280 adult
birds in 1951. Since that time some 65,000
chukars have been liberated in Oregon in
areas having suitable habitat. (Photo by
Harold Smith)
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WESTERN STATES MEET IN PORTLAND
Representatives from the fish and

game departments of the twelve western
states (including Alaska) and the prov-
ince of British Columbia will gather in
Portland on June 29, 30 and July 1. The
occasion is the 39th annual conference
of the Western Association of State Game
and Fish Commissioners to be held at the
Multnomah Hotel.

President P. W. Schneider (director
for the Oregon State Game Commission)
has arranged for papers by a number of
well known speakers. One morning's
session will be devoted to a panel discus-
sion of "The Status of the Anadromous
Fish Resources." Panel members include
M. C. James, Pacific Marine Fisheries
Commission; Ross Leffler, Assistant Sec-
retary of the Interior; Dr. Peter Larkin,
University of British Columbia; and Colo-
nel Allen F. Clark of the Corps of Engi-
neers. Chairman and discussion leader of
the panel are A. M. Day, director of the
Oregon Fish Commission, and Kenneth G.
Denman, member of the Oregon Game
Commission.

Among other general session topics
to be discussed are: Fish, Wildlife and

Recreation on the National Forests by --
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, E. L.
Peterson; Fish and Game Administration
in our New StateAlaska by C. L. Ander-
son, Commissioner of fish and game; Na-
tional Conservation Legislation by Ernest
Swift, Executive Director of the National
Wildlife Federation; Western Water Law
and Policy as it Relates to Fish and Wild-
life Resources by L. C. Binford of Port-
land and National Director, Izaak Walton
League; Current Trends in Organiza-
tional Structure of Fish and Game Agen-
cies by Dr. I. N. Gabrielson, Wildlife
Management Institute; and A Look at
Modern Fisheries Management Trends
by R. H. Stroud, Executive Vice Presi-
dent of the Sport Fishing Institute.

Commission members will hold two
afternoon sessions for discussion of topics
of particular interest to them, and tech-
nical sessions will be divided into the
following groups: information and educa-
tion, fishery, game and conservation en-
forcement.

The general public is welcome to at-
tend these sessions at the Multnomah
Hotel.

1959 Game Code Changes
THE 1959 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

witnessed the introduction of some sixty-
eight bills relating to fishing and hunting
or administration of the sport fish and
wildlife resources. Approximately two-
thirds of these failed to become law.

The following resume' covers the most
important items of fish and game legis-
lation enacted into law.

Two of the most important new laws
involve the time of setting the hunting
regulations and the issuance of control-
led and unit hunt big game permits. Both
of these became effective when signed
by the Governor. The legislature granted
authority to the Commission to set the
hunting regulations at any time between
May 15 and August 31. This makes it
possible to adopt the big game regula-
tions early as soon as field data are
available and permits setting the small
game regulations later in the summer
when reliable population information on
those species is available.

The issuance of special big game tags
and permits will be more closely con-
trolled and the Commission may by regu-
lation determine how frequently an in-
dividual may apply for special big game
tags such as for antelope and cow elk.

Anglers importing game fish caught
outside the three-mile zone off the Ore-

gon coast will be required to have an
angling license in possession under the
terms of a new law enacted at the re-
quest of the Fish and Game Interim
Committee. This will affect primarily the
offshore salmon fishery. The law takes
effect on August 5.

The $1.00 daily angling license was
continued for another two years with a
termination date of December 31, 1961.
A new termination date was included be-
cause of the apparent negative impact on
total angling license revenue of the daily
license. A $26,000 loss was realized in
1958.

A new law permits the operation of
private shooting preserves which must
be open to the general public on a fee
basis.

A number of statutes were repealed
concerned with methods of angling, boat
fishing, night fishing and hunting and
the use of lights. Repeal of these statutes
was suggested also by the Interim Fish
and Game Committee. The Commission
has been granted the authority to regu-
late such activities as the situation de-
mands.

Several additional wild birds are e
forded protection under a new law spon-
sored by the Oregon Audubon Society.

(Continued on Page 8)
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The Chukar in the Southeast Region
By Vic Masson, Supervisor,

Southeast Region

DURING THE 1958 UPLAND GAME
SEASON, many foothill and canyon
areas in the Southeast Region echoed to
the unfamiliar blasts of shotguns. This
barrage heralded the arrival of the chu-
kar partridge as an important addition to
the upland game bird population in Ore-
gon. Although this was actually the third
open chukar season in the state, it was
the first one in which the chukar gained
widespread recognition from its general
abundance and qualities as a game bird.

The success of the chukar partridge
in Oregon has been as spectacular as any
experienced in North America. Within
five years of the first release, the hunt-
ing season was opened and within eight
years, the chukar has become a popular
game bird. In other western states, the
period from initial release to a shootable
population has ranged from 8 to 20 or
more years. Oregon was fortunate in be-
ing able to draw both from experience
and the stock of neighboring states in its
chukar introduction program.

All of the chukars now present in
et.'\ Oregon, with a few minor exceptions, are

the direct result of game farm libera-
tions. The first release was in Septem-
ber, 1951 when 280 adult birds from the
Ontario Game Farm were freed on the
west slopes of Hart Mountain in Lake
County. Since then both adults and
young birds from 8 to 14 weeks of age
have been used for stocking. Establish-
ment appears to have been equally suc-
cessful with all age groups. Of the 65,644
birds liberated since 1951, some 21,000
were released in the Southeast Region
comprised of Lake, Harney and Malheur
counties. Although all three counties
have thriving populations of chukars,
Malheur County has by far the greatest
number and the most widespread distri-
bution. The Malheur and Owyhee River
drainages have proven ideal for the chu-
kar and now have populations that rival
or exceed those found along the John
Day and Deschutes River drainages.

An attempt was made to stock all
suitable habitat during the years when
large numbers of chukars were reared
for release. The majority of these libera-
tion sites proved suitable and good
chukar populations have become estab-
lished there. Other populations have be-

(Thme established in areas remote from
liberation sites. This is typical of the
bird in that if they do not find conditions
suitable they will travel considerable

distances to areas more to their liking.,
Movements of up to 40 and 50 miles
have been noted and moves of 5 to 20
miles are common. Some of these move-
ments are due to building up of popula-
tions and the natural spread to adjacent
areasothers appear to be pure wander-
lust. One of the longest movements we
have on record is that of birds from
either Abert Rim or the Frenchglen
area showing up at the Squaw Butte
Experiment Station west of Burns.

This wanderlust may also have result-
ed in our obtaining some free birds from
Idaho and Nevada. Possible movements
into Oregon from Nevada may have oc-
curred in the McDermitt and Denio areas
while birds from Idaho may have moved
into the area north of Jordan Valley.
This is no doubt a reciprocal procedure,
however, as Oregon birds probably have
paid little attention to the state line.

Chukars prefer steep, rocky, sage-
brush and grass covered slopes ad-
jacent to some source of water. Habitat
areas may actually vary from the low
foothills next to farming sections to
steeply walled canyons and rims. In the
Southeast Region, they range from the
2,000 to 6,000 foot elevations with the
majority of birds found between the
2,500 to 5,000 foot levels. Examples of
the lower foothills habitat are the West-
fall and Riverside areas of Malheur
County (photo) whereas the steep rocky
areas are typified by the Abert Rim
(photo) in Lake County and the east side
of the Steens Mountains in Harney
County. Sagebrush and other low woody
shrubs are used for shelter and loafing
cover. Rocky areas such as tallus slides
and rimrock outcroppings appear par-
ticularly suitable to the chukars' needs
wherever found. Much of the area now
inhabited by chukar formerly contained
few if any game birds.

The chukar partridge is native to
southern Europe, southern Asia and
northern Africa. The stock of the bird

(Continued on Page 6)
GAME BULLETIN Page 3



APPLICATIONS FOR BIG
GAME TAGS AND PERMITS

ON JULY 1 the synopsis of the 1959
Big Game Regulations, deer and elk tags
and applications for special big game
permits and tags will be available at all
of the 1,200 license agencies in Oregon.

Amendments of the laws governing
issuance of special big game tags and
permits authorize some needed changes
of procedures.

Before explaining these procedures a
definition of the terms "permit" and
"tag" is appropriate.

A PERMIT IS A FREE DOCUMENT
WHICH AUTHORIZES THE USE OF A
GENERAL DEER OR ELK TAG IN TAK-
ING OF ANTLERLESS DEER OR ELK
IN LIEU OF A BUCK OR BULL AT A
GIVEN TIME AND PLACE.

Both the permit and the general deer
or elk tag must be immediately attached
to any animal authorized by the permit.

The purposes of the permit are to
control the number of antlerless animals
to be taken on individual ranges, and to
allow a greater number of general tag
holders to be successful in taking one
animal.

A SPECIAL BIG GAME TAG IS A
DOCUMENT WHICH AUTHORIZES A
PERSON TO HUNT AND TAKE A GIV-
EN KIND OF BIG GAME ANIMAL AT A
SPECIFIED TIME AND PLACE.

The special tag is used independently
of the general deer tag and authorizes
taking of an additional animal. A fee of
$5.00 is normally charged for antelope
and special deer tags. The fee must be
submitted with the application.

The purpose of the special tags is to
control the number of animals to be taken
at a given time and place. Special tags
are commonly used for antelope and deer,
but have not been used for elk because
the demand for that species far exceeds
the supply and an adequate harvest can
be secured by use of permits.

Three types of applications will be
available this year. All three will be IBM
type cards that fit a legal envelope and
must not be torn or folded.

Deer and Elk Permits: (See Figures
1 and 2)

Applications for antlerless deer and
elk permits will be issued to the hunter
at the time he purchases his deer or elk
tag. The application must bear the same
serial number as the tag and the number
is prepunched into the application. Per-
sons losing an application or permit may
receive a duplicate by filing an affidavit
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of loss and paying a fee of 50 cents to
cover the cost of preparing the duplicate.

In the case of deer, the applicant may
list three choices of units he desires to
hunt. If he is not successful in the draw-
ing for any of his three choices, his origi-
nal application and a blank duplicate will

I hereby apply for:

be returned to him with information on
other units for which he may apply. In
the case of elk permits, there is no need
to provide an opportunity for more than
one choice because all areas normally
fill on the first drawing.

The prepunched numbers on the deer
and elk applications will be used as draw-
ing numbers during the public drawings,
and the original application will be vali-
dated and returned to successful appli-
cants as a permit.

Persons desiring to apply for deer or
(Continued on Page 5)

DEER PERMIT APPLICATION No.349977

Paulina
FIRST CHOICE UNIT

Steens Mountain
SECOND CHOICE UNIT

PLEASE PRINT

Beulah
THIRD CHOICE UNIT

NAME

ADDRESS

George C. Crane

1801 N. E. 143rd

arr Portland 30.
STREET OR BOX NO.

STATE Oregon

i hereby apply for:

SEE INSTRUCTIONS
ON REVERSE SIDE

'0

2

3

4

5

8

Iii

DO NOT FOLD, TEAR OR CUT i IIIMULITHI II

(1)

L K PERMIT APPLICATION No. 074E

Starkey
NAME OF AREA

PLEASE PRINT

NAME Donald W. Evans

ADDRESS 4931 S. E. 47th
STREET OR BOX NO.

CITY Portland 6, STATE Oregon

DO NOT FOLD, TEAR OR CUT

(2)
CONTROLLED HUNT APPLICATION

(SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE )

PLEASE PR /NT

SEE INSTRUCTIONS
ON REVERSE SIDE

APPLICATION IS HEREBY MADE FCR
SIG GAME SPECIES

Antelope

AGE OF AREA

Area 2

I I

APRA NIL

1

2

3

4

5

7

$

9

DRAWING NO.

256516
INITIALS

J. P.
LAST NAME

Doe IPIUNCiPAL APPLIcANT I

ADDRESS

635 N. Brook Street
HUNTING LICENSE NO.

138466
SIGNATURE

ZiLe
CITY a STATE

Bend Oregon
RINININIIMIS.

I IALS

H. C.
LAST NAME

Smith
ADDRESS

3125 S. W. 56th
HUNTING LICENSE ND.

089448
SIGNATURE

,
CITY N STATE

Portland. Oregon
NITIALS

A. B.
T NAME

Jones
ADDRESS

734 N. Foss
I I HUNTING LICENSE NO.

245938
SIGNATURE CITY P. STATE

Pendleton Oregon
Il MINIM

INITIALS

H. A.
LA NAME

Jackson
ADDRESS

245 Railroad Avenue
HUNTING LICENSE NO.

100487
SIGN TUREA

1J. .5:k :;(--C- k--,(-?"-L" .1

CITY N STATE

Hillsboro Oregon 1 3E1.04 NO

(3)
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Game Commission's Centennial Exhibit
Visitors to Oregon's Centennial Expo-

sition and Trade Fair will have an oppor-
tunity to view at the Game Commission's
exhibit, a dioramic display of the part
fish and game have played in our first
100 years of statehood.

The dioramas, animated and with
sound effects, tell the story of early day
fishing and hunting and the gradual
emergence of sound conservation and
management of the fish and wildlife
resources. Supervising construction of
the exhibit was Harold Smith, well known
Game Commission artist.

Robert Drenner of Culp Creek, Ore-
gon, constructed the dioramas as well as
a huge relief map of the state showing the
distribution of fish and game.

Murals used as backgrounds were
painted by Mr. Drenner and by Harold
Smith.

The center area of the exhibit will
display typical western and eastern Ore-
gon game habitat. Live fish and birds
will be featured in natural surroundings.

The display is located outside the west
end of the main exhibition building on
the Centennial grounds.

Model of the Game Commission's exhibit for the Centennial Trade Fair and Exposition.

APPLICATIONS FOR BIG
GAME TAGS AND PERMITS

(Continued from Page 4)

elk permits as a party of not to exceed
four may staple their individual applica-
tions together through the left-hand mar-
gin. Stapling or other holes on any other
part of the application will cause its dis-
card. Party applications enter the draw-
ing as one entity, thus reducing the in-
dividual's opportunity of success.

Special Big Game Tags: (See Figure
3)

Application for antelope and special
(----,deer tags will tie made upon the Control-

led Hunt Application form that was used
last year. A check or money order of $5.00
for each applicant must be mailed with
the application.

GAME BULLETIN

With the exception that persons who
received an antelope tag in 1958 are not
eligible to apply this year, any resident
licensed hunter may apply for antelope or
special deer tags. A person may apply for
a special deer tag in addition to one unit
deer permit.

Closing dates and public drawings for
big game permits and special tags are
scheduled as follows:
Deer Permits and Antelope Tags:

Closing Date-5:30 p.m., July 27, 1959
Antelope Public Drawing

10:00 a.m., August 5, 1959

Deer Permit:
Public Drawing

10:00 a.m., August 11, 1959

Elk Permits and Special Deer Tags:
Closing Date-5:30 p.m., Aug. 17, 1959

The Game Comnaission has certified
approximately 251 instructors to give the
hunter safety training course in various
sections of the state. Participation in the
course is on a voluntary basis and during
the month of April 200 students com-
pleted the course. It

will
expected that a

good many more will have taken the
course before the summer is over. The
National Rifle Association hunter safety
course is followed to assure uniformity.
Local groups are being encouraged to
sponsor the program.

*

Fewer beaver were trapped this past
season than the previous years. Trappers
reported a catch of 9,780 compared to
12,865 during the 1957-58 season. This
is the lowest catch since the opening of
the beaver season. The continued low
value of the fur species reduced the
number of persons buying licenses to
only 1,094 this season compared to 1,593
for last year.

* * *

Newest innovation in fish transporta-
tion in Oregon is the completely refrig-
erated tank unit worked out by members
of the Game Commission's engineering
and fishery staffs. The ability to hold the
water in the tank at a constant cold tem-
perature without icing is making it pos-
sible to haul larger loads of fish for
longer distances without loss of fish.
During the tests of the new unit, loads of
1,200 pounds were hauled successfully.
In the old tankers a load of 800 pounds
was considered the maximum.

Public Drawing
10:00 a.m., August 25, 1959

Any permits or tags available after the
above drawing dates will be issued in the
order that applications are received.

A weekly notice of the tags and per-
mits available will be released following
the drawings.

Page 5



The Chukar in the
Southeast Region

(Continued from Page 3)
presently found in Oregon originally was
imported from India where they ranged
the southern slopes of the Himalayas.
The chukar is a strikingly marked bird
with a general over-all greyish brown
coloration blending into a bluish cast on
the breast. The red beak and feet, the
black bars on the flanks and the black
line running through the eyes down the
sides of the neck and joining on the up-
per breast are so distinctive as to make
the bird unmistakable from any of our
other native or introduced species. Only
in flight may it occasionally be mistaken
for the Hungarian partridge. Sexes are
marked alike with adults weighing from
16 to 24 ounces.

The breeding season starts in early
March when the first pairing occurs.
Nesting usually begins in April but may
continue through May. Nests are well
concealed under a bush or clump of
grass. Up to 20 brownish spotted eggs are
laid with the average being around 15 to
16 per nest. Incubation requires 23-24
days. The young are active soon after
hatching and leave the nest shortly there-
after. The young grow and feather rap-
idly and by six weeks of age start to
acquire the black bars on their flanks.

By eight to ten weeks, they acquire
the red beak and feet and by 12 weeks
are practically indistinguishable from the
adults. Young of more than one brood
may band together after three or more
weeks of age giving the appearance of
extra large broods or, if of mixed ages,
the appearance of the female having
hatched more than one brood. Single
broods may vary from one to 20 with
averages of 12 or more recorded for
the past three years.

During the hot, dry summer months,
chukars of all ages tend to concentrate
around available watering areas. These
concentrations numbering from 20 to 200
birds may remain together until fall
rains bring added water and green feed
or until broken up by hunting. Winter
usually finds the coveys back away from
the stream bottoms on the sunny slopes
where snow does not hold for extended
periods. Deep snows may cause them to
again seek lower elevations in search of
food.

The calls of the chukar are distinctive
and once heard are easily recognized
again. Considerable calling is done dur-
ing the spring and throughout the sum-
mer and fall. Calls from one covey may
be answered by another in a sort of chain
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reaction. When the birds are flushed,
they utter a series of sharp notes similar
to the Hungarian partridge. They may
start calling again soon after they alight
to bring the group together again. When
a covey is feeding they do considerable
low calling among themselves or occa-
sionally answer the distant call of an-
other covey.

The chukars' diet consists largely of
vegetable matter such as seeds, bulblets,
fruits, leaves, and grains although insects
are also eaten. When available, chukars
utilize the waste grains of cereal crops.
One of the chief items of diet is cheat
grass seed. Often this is the only item
found in their crops during the hunting
season. Green leaves of grass and other
plants are taken whenever available.

Water is apparently required during
the dry hot periods of the summer and
fall. However, when green feed is avail-
able they appear less dependent on water
and may be found widely scattered
throughout their habitat area. Since
water is an important item in the chuk-
ar's habitat need, watering devices or
"guzzlers" have been installed in pros-
pective chukar country to increase their
distribution. (Photo, see page 7.) These
guzzlers are similar to those used
throughout the Columbia Basin for
pheasants and quail. Rain and snow are
collected on aluminum catch aprons and
drained into a covered fiber glass col-
lecting basin. The birds have access to
the water by means of a sloping ramp.
To date, 20 of these units have been in-
stalled in Lake County. The first ten
units were placed around the edge of the
Coglin Hills north of Valley Falls. The
second ten units were installed at the
base of the rim running north and south
along the Alkali Lake area. Units are
placed from one-half to one mile apart

mad
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to provide a continuous string of water-
ing areas.

In the summer of 1958, some 635
chukars, both adult and young, were re-
leased at the Coglin Hills site. Subse-
quent observation revealed good use of
a number of these guzzlers throughout
the summer with some of the adult
breeders returning to the guzzlers with
their broods. Releases at the Alkali guz-
zlers are scheduled for this spring and
summer. Additional units are planned
if the presence of water results in a
build-up of chukar populations.

The chukar partridge presents not
only a new kind of bird but also a new
type of hunting. This is an entirely dif-
ferent terrain for the majority of Ore-
gon bird hunters to cover. The steep,
rocky, grass and sage slopes are a chal-
lenge in themselves on a hot fall day.
The character of the bird involved makes
it all the more interesting for the scatter
gunner to test his skill under a different
set of circumstances. Since valley quail,
mountain quail and sometimes Huns are
found in the same or adjacent areas, the
hunter has a chance for a mixed bag.

Chukar hunting has been both praised
and cursed. Those who dislike the physi-
cal effort involved in hunting these birds
feel that it was a poor bird to introduce.
Those who praise it say it is an exciting
new sport that they can enjoy because
there is an abundance of hunting area,
lots of birds and fewer landowner-hunter
problems. The fact that it increases the
available hunting area and relieves some
of the pressure on agricultural lands is
in itself an important aspect. As evi-
denced by last season's increase in hunter
participation, it is rapidly gaining in
popularity. The 1958 hunting season kill
figures showed that the number of chuk-

(Continued on Page 7)
BAKER
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Chukar distribution in southeastern Oregon.
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The Chukar in the
Southeast Region

(Continued from Page 6)
ar hunters increased from 5,321 in 1957
to 15,809 in 1958 and the kill increased
from 10,319 in 1957 to 91,558 in 1958.

The chukar will typically run for
some distance before flushing, unless
surprised. Their tendency is to run up
hill whenever disturbed, usually at a
pace that it takes a well conditioned
hunter to match. If crowded going up
hill, they may flush back over the top of
the hunter or down around the hillsides.
Their habit of running before flushing
causes many hunters to resort to "ground
sluicing" to get the birds to flush. The
best shooting chances occur when the
hunter can get above the birds so that
they flush down hill. Chukar hunting is
not entirely confined to steep slopes as
many birds frequent the creek bottoms
and sagebrush flats when feeding or go-
ing to or from water.

A chukar has to be well hit before
the hunter can be sure it is in the bag.
They are similar to the ringneck pheas-
ant in this respect in that cripples may
hit the ground running and are very
difficult to locate without a good dog.
Even clean kills may be hard to find

eiw.. unless carefully marked down as they
blend surprisingly well with the rocks
and dry cheat grass and sagebrush
cover. Unless one is certain of the loca-
tion of a downed bird, it is best to shoot
just one bird at a time. Crippling loss
runs quite high with chukars because of
the difficulty in locating downed birds.

A dog is always valuable especially
for retrieving downed birds but is not as
essential in locating chukars as for
pheasants. The chukars' habit of calling
is of considerable aid in locating coveys
or in relocating the birds after they have
flushed. However, they sometimes resort
to complete silence for long periods and
are then flushed largely by chance.

When coveys are broken up they will
normally start calling to re-group. These
calls are sometimes very deceiving as to
location and difficult to pinpoint. By
careful listening, however, the hunter
can generally relocate singles or groups
of birds and walk up on them again.
Once the birds see you they stop calling
and may sit tight with the hunter prac-
tically standing on top of them, or they
may flush far out of range and fly for
considerable distances. This is particu-
larly true of birds that have been heavily
hunted. Singles from broken up coveys
may be located fairly easily with a good
dog although they sometimes run instead
of holding tight.

Guzzler installation along rim north of Alkali Lake in Lake County in typical Chukar habitat.

Experience has shown that it is well
to remove the entrails of the chukar as
soon as it is shot particularly during
warm weather. This practice is recom-
mended for all upland birds to avoid any
strong flavors. The meat of the chukar
is all white and of fine eating quality. It
is considered by many to be even more
tasty than the pheasant.

A listing of the more popular and
productive chukar hunting areas in the
Southeast Region reads like a guide to
the favorite bobcat hunting territory.
Some of the following listed chukar areas
are names that may at present be rela-
tively unfamiliar to upland bird hunters
in general although they are well known
local names. They are localities that are
sure to become better known in the
future if the present trend in chukar
populations and popularity as a game
bird persists. This list includes only the
general areas containing good chukar
populations. Distribution within the area
may depend a great deal on feed and
weather conditions. (See Map, page 6.)

Lake County: Dead Indian Rim and
Eggly Rim along Silver Lake; Picture
Rock Pass; Winter Rim; Chewaucan Can-
yon; Coglin Hills; Willow Creek; Abert
Rim; Warner Rims; 20-Mile Creek; Fish-
er Canyon; Fish Creek Rims; Coyote
Hills; Alkali Lake area; East Goose Lake
foothills.

Harney County: West side of Blitzen
Valley to Frenchglen; west rim of Steens
Mountains; Pueblo Mountains; Fields,
Andrews, and Alvord areas on the east
side of Steens Mountains; Trout Creek
Mountains; Stinkingwater Mountains;
Crane, Venator and Drewsey areas.

Malheur County: Riverside; Beulah;
Harper; Westfall; Bully Creek; Cotton-
wood Creeks; Cottonwood Mountain; Wil-
low Creek; Brogan Canyon; Crowley;
Lower Owyhee Canyon; Owyhee Lake
perimeter; Owyhee ridge; Sucker Creek;
Crooked Creek; Whitehorse Mountains;
McDermitt area; Jordan Valley.

Some of the above areas include a
good deal of private land where permis-
sion must be obtained to hunt. Others
are almost entirely public land where
the hunter may roam at will. In most
instances, the presence of livestock will
be the main factor that prevents entry to
this type of country even on private
lands. Many areas are serviced by roads,
others are accessible only on foot.

Although the establishment and
spread of the chukar partridge in Ore-
gon has been spectacular so far, there
is room for a word of caution about its
future. There is some possibility that the
chukar may follow the pattern of most
introduced species in that the birds may
build up rapidly for a period of a few
years, then slump sharply and level off
at a population density below that of the
first peak years. There is no indication
that the chukar is cyclic in nature, such
as our grouse species, but numbers cer-
tainly will be influenced as are all game
birds by the success of the annual brood
crop.

The experience of our neighboring
states of Nevada and Washington is also
well worth relating. In Nevada, a thriv-
ing chukar population was reduced dras-
tically by prolonged summer drought
periods. Conditions were so dry that feed

(Continued on Page 8)
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FREQUENT INQUIRY regarding the
Game Commission's program where land
ownership is involved reveals the fact
that few people realize that this Com-
mission, unlike many public agencies,
pays taxes. Although the Game Commis-
sion derives no financing from the state
general fund, it has for several years
been required to pay taxes on certain
of its properties. For example, during
the fiscal year 1957-58 this Commission
paid to local tax bodies in taxes and
assessments a total of $26,205.24.

The first law imposing this require-
ment was enacted by the 1947 session
of the legislature. The latest statute un-
der which this requirement was extended
and modified and under which the Com-
mission now pays taxes is embraced in

ORS 496.340. The law excludes real prop-
erty used for bird farms, fish hatcheries,
office quarters, capital improvements or
the three properties on Camp Adair,
Camp White, and Fort Stevens. The lat-
ter military lands were secured under a
provisional title carrying a reversion
clause if the property is needed for de-
fense purposes.

Under the present statutory require-
ment it is necessary for the Commission
to plan for meeting this obligation as a
part of budgetary planning. Of additional
significance is the fact that the several
existing projects subject to tax payments
are presently in an acquisition phase and
as this phase proceeds there will accrue
an increasing tax obligation.

P. W. Schneider

The Chukar in the
Southeast Region

(Continued from Page 7)
and water were insufficient for the sur-
vival of the young birds through the
summer. This was shown by a very poor
young to adult ratio in the fall and
sharply reduced hunter kill. In the state
of Washington, severe weather conditions
during the winter of 1949-50, including
deep snows and sub-zero temperatures
for a prolonged period, resulted in heavy
starvation losses of chukars. This loss
was estimated to be 60 to 75 per cent
of the breeding stock in some areas and
was reflected in the hunting season kill
which dropped from 44,860 chukars in
1949 to 7,480 in 1950.

The above conditions could also pre-
vail in southeastern Oregon. Although
it is doubtful that the entire stock could
be lost by either of these conditions,
sharp population declines could result.
Fortunately, a prolific bird such as the
chukar can recover rapidly if a succes-
sion of good production years occurs. In
its present widespread distribution, some
birds at least should be able to pull
through anything but a complete dis-
aster and serve as a nucleus breeding
stock to repopulate depleted areas.

In spite of all his attributes as a
game bird, the chukar also has a shady
side. His generally vegetarian diet leads
him to enjoy some cultivated crops that
are found adjacent to his hillside home.
He particularly enjoys cereal grains and

1959 Game Code Changes
(Continued from Page 2)

Included are a number of hawks, the
great-horned owl, and merganser. The
law provides that such birds may be
killed by a landowner when observed in
the act of destroying domestic poultry,
etc., or the Commission may declare an
open season, or issue permits to kill of-
fending birds.

The legislature also provided for an
additional angling license for salmon and
steelhead to become effective next Janu-
ary 1. The license will cost $1.00 for
one year and will be in addition to the
regular angling license. A person pur-
chasing a season, vacation, or daily ang-
ling license will be required to purchase
the extra $1.00 license if he desires to
fish for salmon or steelhead.

The guide laws were relaxed some-
what to provide that employees of li-
censed guides who act as packers or as
helpers to a licensee on a chartered boat
need not be so licensed.

In summation, it can be said that the
legislature was extremely fair in its de-
liberations on bills affecting fish and
wildlife. The resource and the public
should benefit from the action that was
taken.

has been known to damage potatoes dur-
ing dry
age to cereal crops has been the scratch-
ing down of grain haystacks in late
summer and fall in search for the grain.
This has occurred in areas where there
is a poor crop of native grasses and green
feeds because of poor growing conditions
or where a shortage of water causes
heavy concentrations of birds around
available watering areas. Fortunately
conflict with agricultural crops is limited
to shoestring areas that are adjacent to
his normal range. The vast majority of
chukar habitat is far removed from agri-
cultural areas. Years of abundant wild
feed and early fall green growth should
see little damage to cultivated crops.

With the present high carry over of
breeding stock, the prospects are bright
for the coming hunting season. Provided
the 1959 brood crop is successful, chukars
should be plentiful throughout the South-
east Region. If you haven't tried chukar
hunting as yet, maybe you'll have the
opportunity this fallwe think you'll
enjoy it!
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