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EXPOSITION

Do You Measure Up?
IN A FEW SHORT WEEKS, Oregon
range and woodlands will be invaded by
an army of hunters, more than 200,000
in number, each intent on harvesting a
mule cr a black-tailed deer, two of our
finest game animals. They will come
from all walks of life, from the cities,
the towns, the farms, and from the back
country.

There will be men, women and chil-
dren, many experienced hunters, others
who will be hunting deer for the first
time.

Most will be patient, careful, cour-
teous and sober. A few will be none of
these. Many will return home empty-
handed but refreshed and satisfied from
having escaped at least for a few days
from the daily grind. As many others
will come home with an additional bonus,
a fine big game animal. There will be
others who will return home complaining
that there are no deer left in the state
of Oregon. Some will have damaged
private property, some will have tres-
passed, others will have killed their game
illegally, others will have set fires, hazed
cattle, trampled crops, cursed landowners,
torn down signs, and in general made
quite a nuisance of themselves. Some
will not return at all, except to be given
a decent burial. Others will return
wounded, possibly incapacitated for life.
These will be the victims of their own
hands or carelessness of another hunter.

These, then, are the people who make
hunting what it is one of the most
popular outdoor sports in the country.
The majority of them are fine outstand-
ing citizens; they wouldn't think of dump-
ing their garbage on their neighbor's
lawn, or shooting a hole through his
bedroom window. All too frequently a
fine citizen at home becomes something
less than that when he gets a gun in his
hands. Certain personality changes take
place rather rapidly, most of which are
not favorable.

THESE "CHARACTERS" are inevit-
able. As long as we have people, we will
have them. You may be one of them
yourself. Perhaps you did some of the
things cited above on your hunting trip
last year; maybe you're the one who cut
that fence up in Wasco County and let
the farmer's cattle stray miles away; or
maybe you're the one who shot up the
logging equipment on the tree farm in
Clatsop County; or perhaps you're the
unknown hunter who seriously wounded
that other hunter in Grant County last
year. Take a look at yourself before you

go out hunting this year. Are you going
to do some of the things that make most
people sick? If you think you might, stay
home. A well-behaved hunter doesn't
want you in the woods, nor does the land-
owner, nor does the Game Commission.

Now, it would really be nice if people
who act this way would stay at home
but they won't. They will be out there
and you landowners and you other
hunters are going to have to contend
with them. We couldn't weed them out
if we gave them the most expert exam-
ination possible. Yes, unfortunately, we
are going to have woundings this year;
we're going to have hunting fatalities;
we're going to have vandalism; we
may have some hunter-caused fires; but
we're going to try and reduce and mini-
mize these unfortunate incidents as much
as possible.

Spearheading this effort is the Gov-
ernor's Red Hat Days Committee, the
many sponsors of the Red Hat Days pro-
gram and the Red Hat Days county chair-
men and their committees. Red Hat Days
started here in Oregon in 1955, a unique
approach to the problem of hunter mis-
behavior and strained relations between
hunters and landowners. This kind of
program was felt to be the proper ap-
proach rather than a drive for more
stringent regulations and more rigid con-
trol of hunter conduct in the field. In
the four years that have elapsed since
then, a certain amount of progress has
been detected. As a matter of fact, in
some areas, the improvement is quite
noticeable.

SOMEONE ALWAYS COMES along
though to foul up the statistics. For ex-
ample, hunting casualties decreased each
year from 1954 through 1957. It appeared
that more and more people were begin-
ning to practice gun safety and safe hunt-
ing procedures but last year the roof fell
in. The highest number of hunting cas-
ualties ever recorded chalked up. For
reasons unexplainable, unless it could be
television westerns, people really banged
away at each other and themselves.
When the smoke cleared, 62 had been
killed or wounded.

In other categoriesthose of hunter-
caused fires, illegal hunting methods,
property damage, livestock wounded and
killed and other acts of vandalismthose
who have an opportunity to assess such
activities report that a gradual improve-
ment in all categories has taken place
since the Red Hat Days effort was

(Continued on Page 7)
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IN 1958 MORE THAN 282,000 PER-
SONS went hunting for some type of bird
or animal found in the wilds of Oregon.
Most of these hunters fully enjoyed their
recreation and returned home. A few did
not.

The Grim Reaper, with the aid of his
right-hand man, "Carelessness," claimed
9 sportsmen and brushed his staff on
57 others. The total of 66 hunting casual-
ties is the highest ever recorded in Ore-
gon, but still very few as far as the
number of hunters is concerned.

Deer hunters again led the field with
26 accidents. This is understandable
when you consider that there were over
233,000 nimrods in pursuit of these fine
game animals. There were 15 accidents
each in upland game birds and "off-sea-
son" shooting, while elk and migratory
bird hunters chalked up 5 accidents
apiece.

Generally, any firearms accident that
occurs is extremely serious due to the
type of gun normally used for hunting.
The fact that most accidents occur at
ranges less than 25 yards should also be
considered. However, there are a greater
number of sportsmen every year who
carry sidearms. The increasing number
of accidents involving the use of re-
volvers and pistols is also evidence of
the careless attitude toward this type of
firearm. Most of these accidents result in
a painful leg wound as the gun discharges

n in the holster While being removed, or
the hammer catches on a twig and snaps
shut causing the bullet to fire. These are
the most needless accidents of all since

GAME BULLETIN

By Cal Giesler, Hunter Safety Supervisor

sidearms are illegal for killing any game
bird or animal in the state.

While on the subject of sidearms, al-
though not in relation to hunting acci-
dents, one alarming picture is now com-
ing into focus. Television presents many
western features showing the "quick
draw" and the "twirl." Western heroes
are being emulated by youngsters and
"juvenile" adults with some tragic re-
sults. This year, in Oregon alone, 6 per-
sons have died and 28 injured themselves
while playing with revolvers and pistols.
The western heroes use only primers and
wax bullets. It is a sincere hope that
quick-draw clubs will emphasize this fea-
ture, and help stop these accidents.

To illustrate how some hunting acci-
dents happen, let's look at last year's
record.

ONE YOUNG HUNTER PLACED THE
MUZZLE of a rifle on his foot. The rifle
was cocked and loaded when the youngster
pulled the trigger just to see if the safety

AGE OF SHOOTER

was "on." Another young hunter shot at
the hub cap of a nearby automobile.
The bullet ricocheted and seriously in-
jured an adult hunting companion. Still
a third juvenile hunter saw a movement
in some brush and thought it was a crow.
Blasting away with his shotgun, he hit
two fellow students, sending them to
the hospital for a total of five weeks.

An adult hunter saw a yellow hat and
thought it was the rump patch of an elk.
He fatally injured one young man and
narrowly missed the second. Another
adult sportsman fell while returning to
camp in the dark. His rifle discharged
and the bullet penetrated his leg.

These are but a few of the accidents,
yet each one points to the fact that the
shooter was both careless and violating
one of the Ten Commandments of safe
gun handling.

In reviewing the 1958 statistics you
will see that 25 of the 66 shooters were
19 years or younger, and an additional
20 shooters were between 20 and 29 years
of age. Over 68 per cent of last year's
hunting accidents were caused by young
adults or juveniles.

Looking at 1959, already one fatality
and eight injuries have resulted from
gun hunting accidents, and the regular
hunting seasons haven't started yet.

What can be done to slow down this
accident rate? Laws certainly will not
deter the careless gun handler. In fact,
there has been a negligent wounding law
since 1949 and less than ten convictions
have been made since then. We have had

(Continued on Page 4)
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Stopping the Reaper
(Continued from Page 3)

348 firearms accidents reported in the
same period. Another law states that no
youngster under 14 years of age may
hunt on lands other than his own, his
parents or legal guardians, unless accom-
panied by a parent or legal guardian.
An accident occurred last year in a hunt-
ing party of five. The oldest member was
12, while the youngest was 9. No adult
was present, although the boys were
hunting on ti.S. Forest Service lands.

LAST YEAR THE GAME COMMIS-
SION decided to embark on a program
of hunter safety training, aimed princi-

pally at young hunters. The National
Rifle Association was contacted for guid-
ance, as it had helped establish such a
program in 22 other states. Their western
representative, Colonel Tod Sloan, assist-
ed in developing plans and materials
for the Oregon Hunter Safety Training
Program.

The State Game Commission, Oregon
State Police (Game Division) and State
Board of Education are cooperating in
carrying out this safety program. Game
Commission field personnel and members
of the Game Division, State Police, act
in an advisory capacity to volunteer in-
structors and coordinate the program at
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the field level. The State Board of Edu-
cation has reviewed the hunter safety
program and finds that it can be used
in the regular school curriculum.

It is estimated that more than 30,000
high school students are potential
hunters, and a larger group of elemen-
tary students are approaching hunting
age. These are the young people that
must be trained in safe gun handling.
Why?last year six students from one
high school were hospitalized within
three months for gun hunting accidents.
The five shooters were students attend-
ing the same high school. On another oc-
casion a revolver accidentally discharged
on a loaded school bus returning from a
high school basketball game. The bullet
hit and injured only one student, but a
check of all youngsters on the bus re-
vealed that three of them were carrying
loaded sidearms.

A large corps of instructors is needed
to train all students desiring hunter safe-
ty training. Individual adults may become
instructors by having had gun handling
experience and successfully passing the
standard N.R.A. examination. If you are
interested in becoming an Oregon Hunter
Safety Instructor, please send your name
and address to the nearest Game Corn-

(Continued on Page 5)
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spare time as he has is spent keeping up
his house and garden (having no wife
to take over such chores).

SEPTEMBER, 1959



Rangemaster Lloyd Brice conducting a live firing session for the Milwaukie Rod and Gun Club
hunter safety class.

Stopping the Reaper
(Continued from Page 4)

mission regional office (see page 2).
ANY GROUP MAY SPONSOR A

COURSE if it has one or more qualified
instructors in its organization. If there
are several groups in a small community,
it would be best if they pooled their
resources and offered a jointly-sponsored
course. The program provides an oppor-
tunity for a public service that has no
immediate end.

Each instructor is provided, free of
e- charge, all materials necessary to con-

duct one class of 12 students. The in-
structor's manual and other reference
material is also supplied to every instruc-
tor. These materials will help standard-
ize the program throughout the state
and provide students with the same basic
information. Additional material is avail-
able upon request from each Game Com-
mission office.

There have been 421 instructors cer-
tified since the program started. Many
of them are now conducting classes or
are preparing to instruct soon after the
vacation season ends. More than 600 stu-
dents have successfully completed the
course since the first of April. A monthly

report will be included in each succeed-
ing issue of the Bulletin. This will keep
you informed as to the progress of the
program.

THE HUNTER SAFETY TRAINING
COURSE FOR STUDENTS requires four
hours' training. In addition to safe gun
handling, the student will receive some
instruction in his personal conduct and
responsibility while hunting. Actual fir-
ing of a gun is not required although it
is highly recommended if a range is
available. Additional material has been
included in the instructor's manual if
an instructor feels he can devote more
than the required four hours. Two class
hours for archers are also included. This
instruction should be given in addition
to the first, four hours if the student is
a bow and arrow enthusiast.

Although the hunter safety training
program has been designed for young
people, adults can and are encouraged to
take the course. The program in itself
cannot stop all gun accidents, but it can
and will help to reduce them. Sportsmen
and sportswomen hold part of the answer
in their actions with firearms and arch-
2ry equipment, especially around young-
sters. By working together it will be
possible to start "Stopping the Reaper."

An outdoor class in hunter safety being conducted by Lt. H. W. "Rocky" Willhoite of the Mult-
nomah County Sheriff's Reserve.

AUGUST MEETING OF THE
GAME COMMISSION

At its meeting on August 14 the Game
Commission considered the following
matters in addition to the hunting regu-
lations for small game and furbearers:

CHEMICAL TREATMENT: Author-
ized treatment of the Waverly Lake sys-
tem and a stretch of stream below Thomp-
son Valley reservoir. Preliminary inves-
tigation to determine feasibility of chem-
ically treating Davis Lake, Drews Reser-
voir and Dog Lake was authorized.

BIDS: Bids received for construction
of Wallowa boat ramp were rejected be-
cause they were too high and the staff
was authorized to proceed with the pre-
liminary work by force account. Bid of
$1,696 by H. J. Bartell & Co. for insula-
tion of cold storage building at Willa-
mette hatchery was accepted.

LOFTON RESERVOIR: Execution of
agreement with the U. S. Forest Service
and expenditure of $6,200 authorized in
connection with construction of Lofton
Reservoir in Lake County.

CRYSTAL SPRINGS HATCHERY
SITE: Staff submitted an option for pur-
chase of land at the proposed Crystal
Springs hatchery site. It was decided not
to exercise the option.

NORTH FORK MANAGEMENT
AREA: Boundary of project amended to
include 300 additional acres leased from
the Heppner Pine Mills.

LADD MARSH: Option exercised to
purchase Boothman tract of 800 acres and
buildings for $160,000.

ALLAN CREEK RESERVOIR: Staff
was ordered to apply for withdrawal of
BLM land bordering Allan Creek Reser-
voir in Crook County to provide public
access.

SMITH RIVER ACCESS: Option exer-
cised to buy Borders tract on Smith River
for $1,000.

TRILLIUM LAKE: Staff authorized
to execute agreement with U. S. Forest
Service for development of Trillium Lake
and to call for bids for necessary con-
struction.

OREGON DUNES SEASHORE BILL:
Proposed bill in Congress to make a na-
tional park along the Oregon coast dune
area was discussed. Commission ex-
pressed concern regarding the right of
the state to control its fish and wildlife
if bill passed and would object to any
invasion of states' rights in regard to the
fish and wildlife resources.

TALENT PROJECT: Concurred in
resolution passed by the Jackson Izaak
Walton League requesting federal funds
for the Talent Irrigation Project to con-
struct corrective measures to prevent
deer losses in its canal.

NEXT MEETING: September 25.
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1959 Upland Bird and
Waterfowl Regulations

Following its public hearing on Aug-
ust 14, the Game Commission approved
generous upland game regulations for
1959 as displayed in the table and also
adopted the 1959 waterfowl regulations.
Upland Game

The Commission considered other in-
formation in addition to the testimony
received at the hearing. Hunting pressure
last fall increased 15 per cent over 1957
with nearly 103,000 upland game hunters
enjoying a five-week season. Production
last year was excellent, and the pheasant
harvest alone totaled almost a half mil-
lion birds. A bumper crop of chukar
partridge encouraged the heaviest hunt-
ing of this species to date with 90,000
being taken.

A good winter carry-over of birds re-
sulted despite high hunter success. An
average of 31 pheasants per 100 acres of
habitat was present over the state as a
whole prior to the spring nesting season.
This density was 15 per cent higher than
1958 and 43 per cent above 1949. The
greatest increase occurred in the Willam-
ette, Rogue, and Umpqua valleys where
50 per cent more pheasants were present
this spring compared to last year.

Young birds make up most of the
harvest so success of the nesting season
determines whether hunting will be good
or poor. Brood production this year
varied. Nesting success of pheasants in
western Oregon was comparable to 1958
but a decline was evident in most of
eastern Oregon. Recognizing the matter
of lower production in eastern Oregon,
the Commission reduced the daily bag
from four to three cocks. The season
length remains the same, providing for
maximum recreation with a five-week
season. The high density of birds this
spring in Malheur County (78 pheasants
per 100 acres) resulted in substantial
damage to row crops. As a damage con-
trol measure, the Commission author-
ized the inclusion of one hen in the
daily or possession bag limit during the
last nine days of the 1959 season.

Quail production was excellent this
year. Large numbers of valley quail jus-
tified a daily bag of 15 birds in eastern
Oregon and 10 in western Oregon during
the same period as the pheasant season.
Limited distribution of mountain quail
prompted a more conservative daily bag
of 10 in eastern Oregon and 5 west of
the Cascades. Season dates are the same
as for pheasants in eastern Oregon and
concurrent with the grouse season in
Page 6

western Oregon. The bobwhite bag limit
is 5 throughout the state.

Blue and ruffed grouse production
was good in northeastern Oregon, and
the season provides for a daily bag of 3
from September 5 through the 13th.
This authorizes an extra weekend of
shooting compared to 1958. In western
Oregon, hunting is permitted during the
first nine days of the deer season. While
it would be desirable to hunt during Sep-
tember, fire closures eliminate much of
the better grouse areas so the season is
delayed until the fire hazard diminishes.
The western Oregon bag limit of 2 birds
reflects poorer production than a year
ago.

With a few local exceptions, sage
grouse production is far below that of
last year. Few broods have been ob-
served. A good carry-over of adults last
winter, coupled with limited hunting
pressure and widespread distribution of
the birds, prompted the continuation of
a conservative season. Hunting will be
permitted from September 5 through the
13th with a daily bag of 2.

A Hungarian and chukar partridge

season similar to last year is provided.
The daily bag for each species is 10
birds. Production of Hungarians is good,
but the average size of chukar broods in
southeastern Oregon is far below that of
1958. However, large numbers of adult
birds remain available. Since much chu-
kar range is rough and inaccessible to
all but the hardiest hunters, it is felt
that a liberal bag can be continued with-
out harm.

Mourning dove and band-tailed pigeon
seasons are established within the limits
authorized by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. The season will extend through
September for both species with a daily
dove limit of 10 and a pigeon limit of
6, provided that not more than 30 pigeons
may be taken during the season. Dove
numbers appear to be high this year,
and the birds should be available early
in the season before migrating south-
ward. Numbers of pigeons frequenting
the popular mineral spring areas in west-
ern Oregon are down, but observations
in the huckleberry areas of the Coast
and Cascade ranges reveal fair popu-
lations.

While upland game hunting may not
be quite as good as the banner year of
1958, fair to good populations of all spe-
cies are present. The shotgun enthusiast

(Continued on Page 7)

SYNOPSIS OF 1959 GAME BIRD SEASONS
Species Open Season *Open Area Daily Bag Possession

Limit LimitUpland Game
Mourning Dove Sept. 1-30 Entire State 10 20Band-tailed Pigeon Sept. 1-30 Entire State 6 (a) 6Silver Gray Squirrel Sept. 1-30 *Southwest Area 7 7Entire Year *Northwest Area No LimitBlue and Ruffed Grouse Sept. 5-13 *Eastern Oregon 3 (b) 6

Oct. 3-11 *Western Oregon 2 4Sage Grouse Sept. 5-13 *Southeast Oregon 2 4Cock Pheasant 8 a.m. Oct. 10-Nov. 15 Entire State 3 (c) 12Valley Quail 8 a.m. Oct. 10-Nov. 15 *Eastern Oregon 15 30
*Western Oregon 10 20Bobwhite Quail 8 a.m. Oct. 10-Nov. 15 Entire State 5 10Mountain Quail Oct. 3-11 *Western Oregon 5 10

8 a.m. Oct. 10-Nov. 15 *Eastern Oregon 10 20Hungarian Partridge 8 a.m. Oct. 10-Nov. 15 *Eastern Oregon 10 20Chukar Partridge 8 a.m. Oct. 10-Nov. 15 *Eastern Oregon 10 20Waterfowl
Duck Noon, Oct. 7-Jan. 8 Entire State 5 (d) 10 (d)Goose ( e) Noon, Oct. 7-Jan. 8 Entire State 3 (e) 3Coot Noon, Oct. 7-Jan. 8 Entire State 25 25Black Brant Nov. 10-Jan. 8 Entire State 3 3Snipe Oct. 31-Nov. 29 Entire State 8 8American and
Red-breasted Merganser Noon, Oct. 7-Jan. 8 Entire State 5 (b) 10(a) Season limit on pigeons-30.

(b) Singly or in the aggregate.
(c) One hen allowed in lieu of 1 cock in daily bag or in possession in Malheur County, Novem-ber 7-15.
(d) Including in possession not more than 1 wood duck and 1 hooded merganser; and not morethan 2 canvasbacks, or 2 redheads, or 2 ruddy ducks, or 2 of these species in the aggregate.(e) No open season on Ross's goose. Bag and possession limits may be increased to 6 provid-ing 3 or more are snow geese.
*OPEN AREA DESCRIPTIONS:
Western Oregon: All counties west of the summit of the Cascade range, including all of JacksonCounty and that part of Klamath County south of State Highway 230 and west of U. S. High-way 97.
Eastern Oregon: All counties east of the summit of the Cascade range except those portions in-cluded in Western Oregon description.
Southeast Area: All of Crook, Deschutes, Grant, Lake, Malheur and that part of Baker Countysouth and west of U. S. Highway 30.
Southwest Area: All of Benton, Linn, Lane, Douglas, Coos, Curry, Jackson and Josephine counties.Northwest Area: All of Multnomah, Clackamas, Marion, Washington, Polk, Columbia and Yamhillcounties.
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1959 Regulations
(Continued from Page 6 )

should have no difficulty in finding
ample opportunities to enjoy his sport.
Seasons and bag limits are liberal and
provide an abundance of recreation to
those interested.
Waterfowl

The Game Commission adopted the
1959 waterfowl regulations within the
framework set by the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. Contrary to previous
years when the states were given a choice
of opening dates, the federal law this
year specifically states the duck, goose,
and- coot season cannot start prior to
noon, October 7, nor extend beyond Janu-
ary 8, 1960. This is 94 days, the maximum
authorized. The Game Commission can
curtail but not enlarge upon any federal
regulation.

The basic bag limit of 5 ducks a day
and 10 in possession remains the same
as last year. However, all pintails and
widgeons, commonly called bonus birds,
now are considered part of the basic bag.
The widespread drought had a disastrous
effect upon the reproduction of certain
species of diving ducks with very few
young reaching the flight stage. The bag
and possession limits were, therefore,
modified to include not more than 2 red-
heads, or 2 canvasbacks, or 2 ruddy ducks,
or 2 of these species in the aggregate.

Much of the goose production takes
place north of the drought area. Fall
flight forecasts are for goose numbers

comparable with last year. The bag of
3 geese per day or in possession, plus 3
snow geese a day or in possession is
the same as in 1958.

Winter inventories of recent years
have indicated a marked decline in black
sea brant populations. The season, which
formerly extended into February in Ore-
gon, is now confined within the frame-
work of the waterfowl season. The Game
Commission selected November 10 to
January 8 for the allowed 60-day brant
season.

All public shooting grounds, except
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, will
again operate in a manner similar to
previous years. Malheur Refuge will re-
main closed due to a severe drought
which has dried up potholes and marshes
in the public hunting area.

Waterfowl hunters will have to hold
their fire an additional half hour each
day this season as the federal regulations
specify shooting will be from sunrise to
sunset rather than starting at one-half
hour before sunrise. A shooting table,
based on sunrise and sunset for various
sections of the state, will appear in the
game bird synopsis. It contains the offi-
cial shooting hours by county for upland
game and waterfowl.

This article brings out only the major
changes in federal and state regulations
from those in force last season. Other
federal and state waterfowl and upland
game bird regulations can be found in
the synopsis, available from license
agents by October 1.

Do You Measure Up?
(Continued from Page 2)

started. Trespass continues to be a ser-
ious problem and few land managers and
enforcement officers have reported a
lessening of this kind of activity.

Perhaps Red Hat Days will not pro-
vide the answer to all of these problems.
It may even develop that some other ap-
proach will be necessary. With the prog-
ress being made let's stick with the pro-
gram that is showing some results. After
all, Red Hat Days is considered to be
one of the finest programs of its kind
in the country. A few other states have
patterned similar programs after the one
here in Oregon, and the Izaak Walton
League of America has a program on a
national scale titled "Hunt America
Time" which is almost identical to the
one here in Oregon.

THE KICKOFF DATE FOR RED
HAT DAYS this year will be September
25. A new theme has been added identi-
fied by the slogan, "Practice Good Out-
door Manners All Year." After all, it
isn't only the hunters who create prob-

lems; the fishermen, campers, picnickers,
hikers, and rockhounds do their little
bit too.

When you're planning your deer trip
this fall and you're making up a list of
items you want to take along, why not
jot down a list of items that you want to
leave at home. The latter list should in-
clude wire cutters, defective guns and
ammunition, a heavy hammer for smash-
ing locks, a case of whiskey, your hunt-
ing companion who refuses to abide by
the rules, and if you must, YOURSELF, if
you don't honestly think that you can
measure up to being a good citizen. Re-
member the Red Hat Pledge when you go
hunting; you will enjoy your trip more
and so will everyone else.

R. C. Holloway

RED HAT PLEDGE
Obey the game laws.
Respect the rights and property
of others.
Be careful with fire and firearms.

A western Oregon deer damage com-
plainant has found that small sacks
filled with blood meal and placed on
cherry trees have effectively prevented
deer damage in his orchard. Additional
trials are being made by the game de-
partment as this method of repelling
deer appears to have considerable merit.

* * *

As always, the antelope season at-
tracts many more applicants than there
are tags to be issued. Some 4,500 appli-
cations were included in the public draw-
ing August 5 for the 900 tags authorized
for six hunting areas. In Area 1, 239 ap-
plicants filed for the 100 permits author-
ized; Area 2 had 1,002 applicants for its
150 permits; in Area 3, 758 hunters
applied for the 150 tags; Area 4 had 1,632
applicants for 250 tags; and in Area 6,
392 sought the 100 tags authorized. Those
successful in drawing a tag this year
may not apply again for two years.

* * *

Willamette Valley recently received
a release of 200 young chukars in the
Ecola Hill section and Mill Creek head-
waters in Polk County. This plant is an
experiment to see whether the birds will
adapt themselves to the wet land condi-
tions on the west side of the Cascades.
Normally a dry land bird and resident
of the cheat grass and rim rock country,
the chukar may not find conditions in
the Willamette Valley to his liking. The
trial plants will be watched closely by
game department personnel.

* *

Rodent populations in southeastern
Oregon appear to have declined as indi-
cated by observations on summer sage
grouse sample routes. A total of 6 cot-
tontails and 153 jack rabbits was ob-
served on these samples in Malheur
County compared to 336 cottontails and
989 jack rabbits last year. Rabbits are
still fairly numerous, however, in small
local areas such as Crowley, Shumway,
Cow Lakes, Rome, and Westfall.
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One of the primary arms of any natur-
al resource agency is the function of re-
search. This basic precept in building
an organization and program designed to
keep abreast of contemporary needs for
Oregon's fish and wildlife resources was
recognized by the Commission many
years ago by establishing, and from time
to time modifying, a facility for prose-
cuting a research program. As the state
has developed and the importance of fish
and game has grown in the broad aspects
of the state's over-all resource base, the
need for more precise technology and
greater knowledge of these resources be-
came mandatory.

The earliest efforts of this Commis-
sion in the field of research were di-
rected at specific problems of the day.
Limited resources and even more limited
availability of competent scientists to
pursue the several research projects of
that time dictated a program with less
continuity than has become possible in
more recent times. Along about 1935
the need for the development of im-
proved tools of management as well as
the compelling need for knowing more
about the biology of many of our species
of fishes and game was abundantly ap-
parent. In meeting this logical need,
there was established at Oregon State
College a facility to be known for near-
ly 24 years as the Oregon Cooperative
Wildlife Research Unit. Because of the
simultaneous need for training students,
the Unit was charged with three primary
functions: student training, research,

14-

and demonstration. Under this manifold
responsibility, the Unit, by virtue of its
training program along with that of the
Department of Fish and Game Manage-
ment at Oregon State College, contrib-
uted importantly to both the training of
future employees now with the Commis-
sion and the development of techniques
and knowledge currently used in the
Commission's program. Throughout the
Unit's nearly quarter century of activity,
Arthur S. Einarsen has served as the de-
dicated and skillful leader of the Unit.
His leadership of the research program
has been one of the important and con-
spicuous factors in making it possible for
this Commission to develop both the pro-
gram and organization it has today.

Mr. Einarsen's pending retirement this
year was preceded by a review of our
research facility with reference to pres-
ent-day needs. As is true in all phases
of the Commission's program, each ac-
tivity is periodically subjected to criti-
cal review to determine what modifica-
tions of organization, procedure or re-
lated factors will result in continued im-
provement.

Following an extended review, the
Commission approved the establishment
of a research division to prosecute the re-
search assignments as an essential phase
of a balanced program within the Com-
mission's organization. This reorientation
of our research program subsequently re-
ceived budgetary approval by the legis-
lature and was activated at the beginning
of this biennium. The research division
will continue to be headquartered at Ore-
gon State College and will operate closely

with the appropriate departments and
personnel of the College and Agricul-
tural Experiment Station. We believe
this arrangement to be highly desirable
because the highly complex and techni-
cal nature of research in the fish and
game field requires the employment of
many specialized fields of science. Fur-
ther, the limited funds available to us
and the need for stepped-up research in
several pressing problem fields dictate
that every dollar available for this ac-
tivity be concentrated in the prosecution
of our research projects with all possible
dispatch. The change means essentially
the elimination of the training and dem-
onstration aspects of the previous ar-
rangement except as graduate students
can temporarily assist on segments of
primary projects. Responsibility for spe-
cific projects will rest with full time re-
search staff people, thus assuring con-
tinuity of personnel.

There are two additional points re-
lated to this change we wish to make
expressly clear. The first is a re-affirma-
tion that the Commission has been en-
gaged in research for many years and that
this is NOT the inauguration of a new pro-
gram. It is a new method, organization-
ally, of doing a research job. Secondly,
there is a clear distinction between man-
agement activities and research. Routine
management activities are, we
frequently and improperly referred to as
research. The development of a new tech-
nique or tool or material or the learning
of heretofore unknown knowledge about
a given species within its biological re-
quirement is research. In contrast, the
inventory of a given stock of fish or
game or accumulation of necessary data
for proper regulation of a given species
is routine management. The former is
the function of research; the latter the
function of management.

This brief outline of the Commission's
research program represents a basic
change in organization with increased
emphasis on this aspect of the Commis-
sion's program. Its sole purpose is con-
tinually to seek methods for more suc-
cessfully discharging the Commission's
responsibilities to the resources and the
public interest involved.

P. W. Schneider
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