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Thomas J. Spooner, of Jennings Lodge,
landing a salmon from the Willamette River
on September 26, 1908. (William L. Finley
Photo)
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HUNTER SAFETY
TRAINING PROGRAM

Instructors Approved
Month of November 37
Year to Date 596

Students Trained
Month of November 137
Year to Date 1429

Firearms Accidents Reported 1959
Fatal 15
Nonfatal 60
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January 15 Deadline for
Emergency Big Game
Hunt Applications

Applications are being accepted until
January 15 for participation in possible
emergency big game hunts this winter
for alleviation of game damage.

Residents 17 years of age or older
are eligible to apply. This can be done
by mailing to the Portland office of the
Game Commission a card giving the ap-
plicant's name, address and telephone
number, and the county applied for (ap-
ply for only one county). A hunting li-
cense is not required when applying but
is necessary in order to participate in a
hunt.

Rosters of eligible hunters are estab-
lished for each county and if an emer-
gency season is authorized, a specified
number of hunters will be called to
participate on short notice.

Striped bass first became important
in the Winchester Bay fishery in 1959.
The average weight of 50 bass checked
ran slightly under 20 pounds, with the
largest one weighing 53 pounds.

NEW STEELHEAD-SALMON
LICENSE LAW NOW EFFECTIVE

Steelhead and salmon anglers are re-
minded that if they intend to angle for
these game fish beginning this year,
they will have to pay a fee of $1.00 for
the 1960 salmon-steelhead license. This is
a new law passed by the last legislature
which requires all persons 14 years of
age or over who angle for steelhead and
salmon to have in their possession the
$1.00 salmon and steelhead license in
addition to their regular angling license.

The license is identical to the punch
card used in previous years and will be
good through the calendar year. All sal-
mon and steelhead taken which are 20
inches in length or over must be record-
ed on the card. At the end of the calen-
dar year this punch card must be re-
turned to the Game Commission whether
any fish were taken or not.

According to the new law, landown-
ers, who in the past required no license
to angle on their own property, now re-
quire the $1.00 salmon license and a
regular angling license if they intend to
fish for salmon and steelhead. No license

(Continued on Page 7)

Hunter Safety Program Recognized

P. W. Schneider, director for the Game Commission, and Cal Giesler, in charge of the Commission's
hunting safety program, display the award of merit presented by the National Rifle Associatior,
to the State of Oregon for its hunting safety program inaugurated this past year. Oregon was
selected as a recipient for the award by a special committee of the International Association of

State Game, Fish and Conservation Commissioners.
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A Review of Game and Fish Administration in Oregon
Part II

By Clark Walsh, Assistant Director
THE NEXT MAJOR REORGANIZA-

TION in game and fish management
came in 1921. At this time the state legis-
lature set up two separate Commissions,
the Fish Commission of Oregon and the
Oregon State Game Commission. These
two Commissions have continued in more
or less that state until the present time.
The duties of the Fish Commission of
Oregon, of course, are primarily con-
cerned with food fish, commercial fish-
ing, and shellfish; and the Game Com-
mission's duties and responsibilities are
with game fish, game animals, game
birds, and furbearers. The new Game
Commission retained A. E. Burghduff as
state game warden and Matt L. Ryckman
as superintendent of hatcheries. Mr.
Ryckman remained in that position for
many years and made many contributions
along the line of trout propagation in
the state of Oregon.

From statements in the reports of
this time we find the first concern as to
water shortages in the state. The Com-
mission was also worried about increas-
ing pressures on fish and game due to
the extensive use of automobiles. The
reports did add a cheering note when
they mentioned that they probably would

(----..not need to go into an artificial propaga-
tion program for deer.

A quotation from the Commission's
annual report of 1925 has a familiar ring

today. It follows: "Every section of Ore-
gon is continually asking for more fish,
more game, more patrol, and more pro-
tection. The progress and problems of
the Game Commission become more nu-
merous and more difficult to solve each
year."

IN 1928 THE COMMISSION made
one of its first steps toward a scientific
approach to game management. This was
done through cooperative agreement
with the state veterinarian to study deer
losses in Douglas and Curry counties.
Oregon Agricultural College was also re-
quested to study the food habits of the
Chinese pheasant.

One interesting side light is how legis-
lative thought has changed over the years
regarding who qualifies as a pioneer.
The first pioneer hunting and fishing
license placed into effect by the legisla-
ture required the pioneer to have lived
in Oregon before 1860. In 1926 the legis-
lature changed the date to 1870. The
present law provides that persons born
later than 1899 are not eligible.

Turnover in the position of state game
warden was rather rapid as Ed Averill
took over in 1925, Harold Clifford in
1927, Harvey Moreland in 1930, Charles

Note: This is the concluding half of our
article on history of Oregon's game man-
agement, prepared by Clark Walsh as a
fitting observance of the close of Oregon's
Centennial Year.

McClees in 1931, H. L. Kelly later in
1931, Harvey Moreland again in 1932,
and Frank B. Wire later in 1932. Mr.
Wire, who, of course, is known to many
sportsmen of the state, stayed in the posi-
tion for many yearsin fact until 1947.

Under Ed Averill's administration we
find the first mention of pollution as a
problem. Wild turkeys were also intro-
duced for the third time, the first intro-
duction having been made in 1899. None
of these or subsequent introductions
have been marked by great success.

WITH THE ORGANIZATION of the
Oregon State Police in 1931 the task of

(Continued on Page 4)

Harold Clifford, state game warden from 1927
to 1930, accompanies two deputy game wardens
on a trip to put out feed for game birds during

a severe winter.
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1924The Game Commission on a hatchery inspection trip. From left to right: A. E. Burghduff, state
game warden; Ben F. Dorris, Commissioner; J. W. Maloney, Commissioner; I. N. Fleischner, Commis-
sion Chairman; Harold H. Clifford, Commissioner; Frank Stellmacher, biologist; Otto M. Jones,

educational director.

Hatchery and fish liberation crew at the McKenzie Hatchery in the 1920's. Fourth from the left is

Gene Goff (Mrs. Goff at his side), foreman of the McKenzie Hatchery from 1921 until his promotion
to superintendent of all trout hatcheries in 1947. He held this position until his retirement in 1957.
Having started as a hatchery helper in 1914, Mr. Goff holds the record for length of service, 44

years, among game department employees.
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"Good Old Days',
(Continued from Page 3)

game law enforcement was turned over
to that agency, which is the situation at
the present time.

The year 1933 saw the first elk sea-
son after many years of closure. This
was a three-day affair and only in Baker,
Union, Umatilla, and Wallowa counties.
This season was followed by seasons in
1934 through 1937 when checking sta-
tions were operated in conjunction with
the elk seasons. The reported kill was
747 in 1934, 692 in 1935, 547 in 1936, and
620 in 1937.

Very gradually over the years, the
state legislature had been giving the
Game Commission some authority for
setting seasons and bag limits but it was
not until 1941 that the Commission re-
ceived complete authority. In years prior
it had been able to further restrict in
some cases but not to set seasons and
bag limits.

Quite possibly 1938 should be men-
tioned as a new era in fish and game
management in the state of Oregon. The
reason for picking this date is that it was
the year of the first graduating class in
fish and game management from Oregon
State College. Prior to that time many
of the students had been used in seasonal
capacities during the summer but this
was the first class of four-year men grad-
uated and many of them have had ca-
reers with the Oregon Game Commission.

THE COOPERATIVE WILDLIFE
RESEARCH UNIT was established at
Oregon State College in 1935. This Unit
not only handled many research prob-
lems for the Commission but also trained
many men who have se ved both with
the Oregon and other Game Commis-
sions.

Another man who had lasting effect
on fish and game management in Oregon
was E. E. Wilson, who was appointed to
the Commission in 1935. He became
chairman in 1939 and served in this
capacity until 1949. Mr. Wilson's keen
interests in strong budget control and a
scientific approach to fish and game
management certainly were of great ben-
efit to these resources in Oregon.

The Federal Aid to Wildlife Restora-
tion Act, commonly called the Pittman-
Robertson Act, was passed in 1937 and
Oregon received their first appropriation
of these funds in 1939. The first large
project with the use of these funds was
one for the trapping and transplanting of
beaver to re-establish them throughout
the state.

During 1937 and 1938 range depletion
due to overgrazing by big game started
becoming a serious problem and the
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"Good Old Days!!
(Continued from Page 4)

(----,,first
special season was held in the Mur-

derers Creek area. Simultaneously, the
Ochoco, Canyon Creek, and Myrtle Park
game refuges were opened to hunting.
A limited type antelope season was held
with 275 tags being issued and a reported
kill of 175.

The year 1940 saw a marked change
in production policies, concerning both
trout and pheasants. These policy
changes emphasized quality rather than
quantity in both fish and game bird pro-
duction. Along with this, trained biolo-
gists were placed in charge of the libera-
tions of both birds and fish. This period
also saw the first large scale stream and
lake survey inaugurated. The first efforts
were made in the Deschutes National
Forest and on the Rogue River. The
Game Commission also inaugurated an
intensive in-service training program
during this period and although this pro-
gram has changed in form, it has been
carried on since that date.

THE FIRST EFFORT AT LAKE RE-
HABILITATION through the removal of
rough fish took place in 1942 and the
scene of this rehabilitation was South
Twin Lake. The legislature had just
given the Game Commission permission

rto construct, install, and maintain screens
irrigation ditches that were under

eight feet in width, and as a result a
screening program was started, the first
efforts being in Jackson and Josephine
counties. World War II had a very defi-
nite effect on the operations of the Game
Commission as it lost 50 men to the
armed services in the first year of the
war.

Surprisingly enough, hunting and
fishing pressure did not slacken during
the war years and as a result of the loss
of manpower the funds of the Game
Commission were not completely ex-
pended during those years. These monies,
shortly following the war, were applied
into a carefully arranged capital im-
provement program, most of the funds
going into renovation and modernization
of the fish hatchery facilities. In 1946,
the Game Commission started, for the
second time, a regular publication for
public distribution. The first of these
was the Oregon Sportsman, which was
published from 1913 to 1918 and from
1924 to 1927. The publication started in
1946 was the Oregon State Game Com-
mission Bulletin which has appeared
monthly since that time.

AT THIS SAME TIME A FORMAL
Game Division' was established and the
state was divided into game districts with

(Continued on Page 6)

1928Planting wild turkeys along Coon Creek in Molalla area. Man on extreme right is Commis-
sioner Ben Dorris.

Salmon fishing below the falls at Oregon City in the 1920's.

Salvaging of bass and other warm water fish at Sauvie Island for many years was carried on
under direction of F. 0. Haldeman, third from left. He retired in 1956 after having worked for the

Commission in various capacities since 1920.
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"Good Old Days"
(Continued from Page 5)

qualified biologists acting as district
game agents. The Summer Lake Game
Management Area and public shooting
grounds were started in 1944 and the
first public shoot was held the same year.
The number of hunters using the area
in 1944, its first year of operation, was
2,201; in 1945, 4,102; but by 1946, 5,202
hunters availed themselves of the facili-
ties. The success of this operation en-
couraged the Commission to make a
start on Sauvie Island near Portland, the
first acquisition being made in 1947. The
same year saw the start of a more inten-
sive Information and education program
and this has been expanded through the
years on up to the present time.

In 1947 C. A. Lockwood became di-
rector.

A new emphasis in the game program
got its official start in 1948. This was to-
ward the improvement of habitat. This
operation has been gradually increased
during the past ten years.

A major internal reorganization oc-
curred in the 1949-1950 biennium. This
change decentralized the supervision of
all operations of the Game Commission
and established five regions with a re-
gional supervisor in charge of operations
in each region. These regions have re-
mained practically the same since they
were established.

By this time lake rehabilitation had
become one of the major programs of
the Fishery Division and partial control
operations were taking place at Diamond,
Paulina, East, Fish, Davis, and Crescent
lakes and Wickiup Reservoir. Total eradi-

Frank B. Wire darting his early years as state
game supervisor. He held this position for 15
years from 1932 to 1947 and then served as
Commission secretary until he retired in 1953.
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1938Spawning rainbow trout at Diamond
Lake. Hatchery foreman Milt O'Brien holds up
a trout weighing 12 pounds 6 ounces. The fish

yielded 4,620 eggs weighing 22 ounces.

cation operations were attempted at Big
Lava, Little Cultus, Meacham and Brad-
by lakes and Ochoco and Unity reser-
voirs.

THE INFORMATION AND EDUCA-
TION DIVISION had also expanded its
activities to a program in youth summer
camps with Game Commission employees
attending youth group camps and teach-
ing conservation of fish and game re-
sources on the ground. Each year since
this time the program has been ex-
panded.

By the next biennium the E. E. Wil-
son Game Management Area was added.
The Pittman-Robertson pr o g r am had
been gradually expanded and extended
and by this time projects included Sauvie
Island Game Management Area, North
Fork Winter Range Area, Klamath Game
Management A r e a, and development
projects on the E. E. Wilson Game Man-
agement Area, Fern Ridge Reservoir and
Malheur Reservoir along with pheasant
studies at Summer Lake.

In 1951 a plant for the fabrication of
screens for irrigation ditches was built
at Central Point, Oregon. By the follow-
ing year 510 rotary screens had been
installed by the Game Commission and
were in operation. Besides Jackson and
Josephine counties, by this time screens
were operating in Wasco, Hood River
and Crook counties.

Due to the complexities of water de-
velopment, a Basin Investigations Section

was established by the Commission at
this time. Some of the problems faced
immediately were planning and operation
of temporary and permanent fishways at_
McNary Dam and planning of The Dalles
Dam fishways. In the Willamette system
there was planning and construction of
the Leaburg Hatchery by the Corps of
Army Engineers and future plans for
power development on the McKenzie
River by the Eugene Water and Electric
Board. This section was also studying
Copco hydroelectric developments on the
upper North Umpqua River and, in addi-
tion, was working with the Bureau of
Reclamation on plans for the Rogue,
Grande Ronde and Walla Walla rivers.
On the Deschutes River, the Pelton Dam
of Portland General Electric Company
was in the planning stage.

IN 1951 PHIL SCHNEIDER, who at
that time was assistant director, took
over the directorship and still serves in
that capacity.

In the fish hatcheries we now find
rainbow, eastern brook, steelhead, cut-
throat, silver salmon, chinook salmon,
brown trout, lake trout, and kokanee.
The stocking emphasis has changed to
legal size in streams and fingerlings in
lakes.

The year of 1950 also saw the passage
of the Dingell-Johnson law by Congress
and Oregon received the first of these
funds in 1951. With the receipt of this
match money, the acquisition of fishing
access was started.

Game damage to both agricultural
crops and winter ranges was becoming
an increasingly serious problem. Fenc-
ing, stack paneling, hazing, repellents,
and special seasons were employed in
attempts to meet the situation.

(Continued on Page 7)

E. E. Wilson was chairman of the Game Com-
mission from 1939 to 1949. This picture was
taken in 1954 when the E. E. Wilson Game
Management Area near Corvallis was dedi-

cated.
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New Boat Rules Effective
Winter steelhead anglers and duck

rNtunters who use boats probably were the
first group of hunters and fishermen to
be affected by the new state boating act
that went into effect on January 1. The
new act regulates registration, licensing
and numbering and will be administered
by the Oregon Marine Board in Salem.

Application forms together with the
synopsis of boating regulations may be
obtained at the offices of county sheriffs
and of the State Department of Motor
Vehicles.

The act passed by the last legislature,
in compliance with the federal Bonner
Act, provides three documents for Ore-
gon boat owners. These are:

1. Certificate of number, to be issued
to any undocumented boat with 10 horse-
power or more.

2. Annual license, required for any
boat 12 feet in length or longer.

3. Certificate of title, necessary for
any boat that falls in either or both of
the above categories.

Horsepower is the determining factor
in numbering while length is the basis

for licensing. Only those boats under 12
feet in length and powered with less
than 10 horsepower will be unaffected
in any way.

In other words, any boat regardless
of length must be numbered and certifi-
cate of title issued if it is powered by 10
horsepower or more. Boats powered by
10 horsepower or more and which are 12
feet in length or longer must be num-
bered, licensed, and certificate of title
issued. Boats 12 feet in length or longer
but powered with less than 10 horsepow-
er require license and certificate of title
but need no certificate of number.

The numbering fee for all boats has
been set at $5.00 for the original issue
and good for three years, then $3.00 for
every three years after.

Annual license fee for boats under 16
feet is set at $3.00. For boats 16 feet to
20 feet the fee is $5.00. And for boats
20 feet or more it will be $5.00 plus $1.00
for each additional foot in excess of 20
feet.

For the title certificate, boat owners
will have to pungle up $2.00, good for as
long as the owner keeps the boat.

"Good Old Days
(Continued from Page 6)

In 1952 the first short period
either-sex hunting was started for deer.
This was revised into the Unit Hunt
System in 1958.

IN 1952 LARGE-SCALE LIBERA-
TIONS of the chukar partridge were
initiated. Actually, back in 1931, a few
chukars were being held at the Corvallis
Game Farm and small liberations were
made in southwestern Oregon in 1940
and 1948. However, results had not been
encouraging until the '50s when libera-
tions were started in the eastern part of
the state. These liberations did prove
successful and the bird was well estab-
lished by 1956 when the first open season
was held.

In 1959 there was a revision of the
Game Commission's research program.
Previously all research had been handled
by the Cooperative Wildlife Research
Unit at Corvallis, but feeling the need
for placing a greater emphasis on fish
and game research, the Commission es-
tablished a research division within its
own organization. A state-wide hunter
safety training program has also been
inaugurated this year.

In any brief look at the history of
fish and game' management in Oregon,
only the high spots can be touched upon
and this is certainly true with the above.

Salmon-Steelhead
(Continued from Page 2)

will be required by landowners fishing
on their property for other game fish.

In establishing the new salmon-steel-
head license, the legislature also ear-
marked the funds derived for a specific
purpose. All monies obtained from the
sale of the $1.00 license will be used by
the Game Commission for salmon and
steelhead research and management.

DEER AND ELK REPORTS DUE
Have you reported on your 1959 deer

or elk hunting trip? If not, dig out the
report card furnished you with your big
game tag and mail it in right away to the
Game Commission office. Do this even if
you bagged nothing.

One should, however, look at the use of
these resources before ending. Probably
the best way is to review license sales
for fishing and hunting over the years.

In 1915, 99;000 fishing and hunting
licenses were sold. Through 1940 the in-
crease was steady and gradual as 111,000
were sold in 1920 and 125,000 in 1930. By
1940 total licenses had reached 176,000.

The next ten years, however, showed
a rapid increase as 388,000 persons were
licensed to hunt and fish in 1950. Last
year the number was 579,000 and we can
only guess at what it will be in 1970.

Tentative angling regulations an-
nounced by the Game Commission fol-
lowing its hearing on January 8 will
come up for final consideration at the
hearing on January 22.

A summary of the new regulations
will be published in the February Bulle-
tin. Copies of the official synopsis of
angling regulations are expected to be
available for distribution about the first
of March. * * *

A random creel check in the Imnaha
River during a seven week period this
year revealed that about 25 per cent
of the 10,000 marked hatchery rainbow
trout planted were recovered by anglers.
Of the 5,000 fish caught by 1,600 anglers,
46 per cent were hatchery fish and 54
per cent wild fish.

* * *

Deer and elk tag sales indicate a sub-
stantial increase of hunting pressure this
year. While final figures are not yet
available, it is estimated approximately
244,000 deer tags were issued compared
to 1958 total of 233,885. Last year's high
of 42,448 elk tags also is expected to be
exceeded this year.

* * *

The season's total catch at rotary
screen traps in the John Day system was
56,019 steelhead, 403 salmon, 340 cut-
throat trout, 16 Dolly Varden trout, 405
whitefish, 41 catfish and 807 squaw fish.
The 1959 screen trap catch represented
an increase of approximately 44,000 steel-
head over the average catch for 1957
and 1958.

D u r in g November and December,
Devils Lake (Lincoln County) was re-
stocked with 300,000 cutthroat trout.
Also 41 channel catfish, transplanted
from eastern Oregon, were placed in the
lake. The catfish ranged from 7 to 17
inches in length.

* * *

A new informational leaflet on the
hawks of Oregon has been prepared and
is available for distribution.
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Long slender light-bluish olive colored body -"-
with dark spots on sides. Deeply forked
tail, long barbels (whiskers), small mouth.
Grow to 3' in length, weight to 25 lbs.

.v5jimmm,,17."

7n /893, Boise River, Idaho and
larnette River, Oregon were plant-
ed with Channel Catfish. in 1939-1//
channels were introduced intro Snake
River system. Since then, they have
moved through The Columbia as far
as Portland. In 1956, the Commission
planted several eastern Oregon waters
& Devils Lake on the coast.

Insect larvae, clams, snails,
seeds, other fish, and veg-
etables material are eaten.

Spawning in spring, the female selects an 7-
obscure place under overhanging rocks,
undercut banks, ho /low logs, or an old
large tin can. 3-8,000 eggs are layed.
Young fish hatch in 6-/0 days.

Male drives female from
nest after spawning,
then guards nest & young
till they hatch. Young
travel in schools for
several weeks.
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