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the cover
Trillium Lake impoundment project in

the Mt. Hood National Forest as it looked
last month during construction of dam.
Lake area is being increased as a cooper-
ative project between the Forest Service
and Game Commission.

(Photo by Harold C. Smith.)
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TRAINING PROGRAM
Instructors Approved

Month of August 61
Total to Date 1,179

Students Trained
Month of August 212
Total to Date 5,060

Firearms Accidents Reported 1960
Fatal 4
Nonfatal 11
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Schneider Elected Head of
International Association

P. W. Schneider, director for the
Oregon State Game Commission, is the
new president of the International Asso-
ciation of Game, Fish and Conservation
Commissioners. He was elected at the fif-
tieth annual conference of the Associa-
tion held in Denver on September 14, 15,
and 16. During the past year he had
served as second vice-president and prior
to that as chairman of the executive
committee. The 1961 convention site is
Memphis, Tennessee.

Actions taken by the Association in
form of resolutions included the follow-
ing:

Reemphasized importance of Lower
Klamath, Upper Klamath and Tule Lake
national refuges to Pacific Flyway water-
fowl and urged Congressional action
permanently setting aside these areas as
refuges.

Appointed a committee to continue
studying possibility of getting estab-
lished an international commission or
advisory committee on waterfowl to co-
operate in areas of research, habitat
preservation and depredations control.

Urged Congress to increase to $100,-
000,000 the annual appropriation to
assist in construction of sewage disposal

facilities and to strengthen the enforce-
ment provisions of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act.

Urged enactment of state and federal
legislation to place responsibility for
determining the safety of pesticides upon
the manufacturers because of serious
threat posed to wildlife and fish pop-
ulations and plant environment by many
pesticides.

Urged National Park Service to take
action to control game populations by
sport hunting in national parks as pres-
ent methods of control often are inef-
fectual and costly and direct control by
killing animals by park officials is objec-
tionable to the general public. Also
urged that legislation establishing any
future park areas contain a provision
that the state wildlife agency be charged
with the management of the game with-
in the proposed park.

Urged Congress to amend existing
law to broaden the administration of
the public domain for the benefit of all
segments of society and all resources
represented on such lands, including
livestock, game animals, recreational---.
needs and water production.

Urged Congress to provide for estab-
lishment of a National Aquarium.

Woods Hooligan Contest
Hey kids! Do you know what a Woods

Hooligan looks like? If you can visualize
one and make a poster showing him you
may win a valuable prize.

The Governor's Red Hat Days Com-
mittee is sponsoring a Woods Hooligan
poster contest in two categories: one for
elementary school students and the other
for high school students. The contest will
run from September 24 through October
31.

Contestants should ,s u b m it poster
ideas on 11 by 14-inch material in color
or black and white and illustrate either
one or all of the Woods Hooligan family
which includes:

Pyro Hooligan (the fire setter)
Klepto Hooligan (the thief)
Destructo Hooligan (the destroyer of

property)
Dummo Hooligan (too dumb to read

so he trespasses and shoots up
signs)

Weekly prizes will be awarded in each
division and the winning posters will be

entered in competition for the grand
prizes. Judges for the contest will be
Carl Bonnelli, Oregon Journal cartoonist,
Art Brimrose, Oregonian cartoonist, and
Harold Cramer Smith, Game Commission
staff artist.

The name, address, age and school of
the entrant must be on the back of each
poster submitted. No entries will be
returned.

Entries should be sent to: WOODS
HOOLIGAN, P.O. Box 4136, Portland 8,
Oregon.

BLUE LAKE STUDY STARTED
The Game Commission has inaugurat-

ed a biological and physical study of
Blue Lake in Multnomah County with
the view of improving fishing conditions.
The project will include fish population
studies, water studies, soundings and
general survey work.

The private park along the lake was
recently purchased by Multnomah Coun-
ty Parks Commission and is being devel-
oped for use as a public park.
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("ANGLERS AND HUNTERS have many
problems facing them in the next few
years, but none is more critical than that
of access.

Access is, in my analysis of what an-
glers and hunters must contend with in
all the years to come, the No. 1 problem.
Without increasing access, we will have
to scale down our hunting and fishing
recreation.

There is no need to go into figures
of how fishing and hunting pressure is
increasing on an ever-diminishing habi-
tat. We all know what is happening in
that respect. Private ownership is encom-
passing thousands of acres of hunting
land and fencing off miles of stream
and lake shore.

Accepting the problem of more rec-
reationists and fewer miles of water and
acres of land open to the general pub-
lic, we face some serious facts.

Streams and lakes that were open to
free public access 50 years ago are now
fenced off by deeded land. Even in some
public land areas, summer home leases
and other commercial uses of public lands
make full public use difficult.

You, the public, own the fish and
game of Oregon and you own a good deal
of the water and land used by our fish,
bird and animal species subject to harvest
as game.

Unless we are vigilant, much more
so than we have been, access on private
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By J. H. Van Winkle, Chairman
Oregon State Game Commission

lands and access to public water will
be denied increasingly.

Your Game Commission has been
embarked on a program of saving access
and improving access points, but the
immensity of the need and the over-
whelming extent of the program makes
us quail and almost discouraged of ever
meeting the situation as it should be
met.

Representing the resource which is
used by the licensed hunters and anglers
of the state, the Commission realized
that conditions of 50 years ago, when
access was no problem, would not pre-
vail forever. Twenty-five years ago this
concept was given substance by the
warning of private ownership of stream
banks and fencing off range land habi-
tat of game animals.

We have tried "farmer sportsmen"
relationship programs to assure hunters
access to upland birds. We have encour-
aged federal agencies to require lessees of
public domain to provide access through
deeded land to the uplands where roam
the deer, antelope and elk.

We have bought stream access points
and improved them. We have requested
that county governments do not vacate
streets and roads leading to recreational
water.

We have purchased and leased sub-
marginal lands for big game winter
ranges and have cooperated with live-

stock interests in reducing game animal
populations on open range so as to main-
tain a good balance of game animals
without destroying livestock food produc-
tion enterprises.

We have entered into numerous legal
agreements with other public agencies
and private landowners to preserve access
to game-infested areas.

We have cooperated with County
Park Commissions in many instances to
preserve access by boat, or for bank ang-
lers, many miles of streams outside the
national forests.

We have worked closely with the
Forest Service and Bureau of Land Man-
agement people to create new means of
reaching fishable waters and productive
game animal habitat.

We have created new fishing water
and have induced game animals to dis-
perse and become more available to the
hunter through management practices.

We have encouraged local groups to
increase fish and game habitat, not only
by words but with cash.

Your Game Commission has spent
$5,349,272 since 1939 to acquire lands,
develop hunting areas, improve winter
ranges and to make more attractive cer-
tain areas for waterfowl. This expendi-
ture has been in cooperation with
federal agencies apportioning Pittman-

(Continued on Page 4)
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Fishing access site on the Little Nestucca River.

Open to Hunting
and Fishing

(Continued from Page 3)
Robertson funds, which arise from a
11 per cent tax (at the manufacturer's
level) on hunting gear. Matching funds
from your license money made possible
this expenditure, for without state co-
operation and matching funds, the P-R
money would not have been available.

During the last 15 years, your Game
Commission has spent $3,725,000 in Din-
gell-Johnson Act funds, matched by your
angling license money, for improvement
and development of public angling. Most
of this money has been spent in secur-
ing in perpetuity scores of bank and
boat angling access points.

This cooperative program, involving
your hunting and angling license money,
has financed numerous fish and game
producing activities and winter ranges
and refuges to provide future stocks of
harvestable game birds and animals.

We are faced with a problem you
sportsmen probably are unaware of
that the P-R and D-J funds will not be
as generous as they have been. For one
substantiation of this premise, we have
the fact that the $13 million reserve has
been divided completely. We will get
no more of this backlog. And, Alaska
and Hawaii are now sharing at a higher
proportion than heretofore in the D-J
and P-R funds. Alaska, because of its
great area, is going to take a consider-
able sum from P-R. (Formulas for dis-
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tribution of funds are based on area and
license numbers.) Oregon can anticipate
reduced income from those two funds.

Hence, Oregon can anticipate reduced
state acquisition of access, and winter
game and waterfowl habitat improve-
ments as a result of this dilution of
federal matching funds.

Acceptance of the fact that access is
necessary and more and more desper-
ately needed, the following points are
made:

1. Access provides means of reaching
more recreational areas.

2. Access spreads the pressure by
opening up streams for boating unfish-
able waters because of brush, terrain
or adjacent land ownership.

3. Access permits planting of game
fish and management of game ranges.
(Commission policy prohibits manage-
ment on water and lands where access is
denied the general public.)

4. Access creates wealth and improves
local economy.

5. Access is denied due to irrespon-
sible acts of recreational users.

6. Access is uncertain due to intol-
erance of other public land users.

7. Access is denied by inadequate
roads on public lands and lack of public
land identification.

8. Access is prohibited by develop-
ment of commercial hunting and angling
areas.

Let's examine the points that require
argument or explanation.

Hundreds of miles of good water are
blocked from the anglers by impassable
banks, dense brush and posted lands bor-
dering streams. Access must be provided
to open up this type of fisherynot only
to make use of unused water but to
spread the ever-increasing pressure on
an unincreasing habitat for game fish.

Sportsmen's license money will not
be spent by this Commission to stock
streams and lakes to which the license
holder does not have free access. But,
if that access can be provided in some

(Continued on Page 5)

Duck blind on Sauvies Island game management area.
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ENTRANCE

SOUTH JETTY

PUBLIC ACCESS PROJECT

Access road to the south jetty at the mouth of
the Columbia River.

Open to Hunting
and Fishing

(Continued from Page 4)
manner, more fishable waters can be
made available to the public.

Access means more hunters and an-
glers will participate and, as participators,
will create wealth and improve the local
economy.

Many surveys have been made to
prove conclusively that hunting and
angling, to say nothing of other out-
door-wildland recreational pursuits, are
wealth-and-business-building industries.

There is no need to delineate statis-
tics to review these studies here. The
proof is incontrovertible.

Under Oregon law, lands of the State
Game Commission are taxable. Your
Game Commission pays in excess of $30,-
000 a year in taxes to local governments.
It even is required to pay taxes on lands
it acquires from state or federal agen-
cies that did not pay taxes on such lands.

On the adverse side we find several
facets of this matter mitigating against
public access to fishing and hunting
areas.

Many landowners have posted their
property, or blocked access roads, be-
cause of childish irresponsibility of some
anglers and shooters.

Destruction of fences and livestock,
damaging equipment, miscellaneous theft,
arrogant disregard for the rights of oth-
ers and vandalism beyond understand-
ing are among the major reasons for

disgusted property owners denying access
to hunters and anglers.

Some timber and livestock operators,
whose lands are intermingled with pub-
lic property, have developed an intoler-
ance for hunters particularly and for
anglers in a lesser degree.

Roads are inadequate in scores of
instances, thus denying access to public
water and land.

Considerable private property is closed
to the general public because owners
have developed clubs or other commer-
cial methods of harvesting public fish
and game on their own land.

The practice of charging fees for
access to deer and elk country is increas-
ing yearly.

Private duck lakes and clubs are in-
hibiting public use of public water and
land because of private land ownership
around such water and land.

In most instances, these commercial
operations depend on waterfowl and big
game protected and propagated with
license funds.

There are other factors involved, but
I have tried to present the major prem-
ises on both sides of the fence. Under-
standing the problem which could re-
quire, if details were necessary, ten
times this Bulletin's space, we can now
go to: "What can be done?"

First off, sportsmen must shed the
"you-do-it-for-me" complex. Your Game
Commission just cannot meet the prob-
lem all by itself.

Each sportsman has the privilege
not the guaranteeto take fish and

game. But, he must provide his own
opportunity. His license fees finance fish
and game management and only that,
when you come right down to it.

There is no law that requires the
Game Commission, or any other public
agency, to provide access to fish in the
stream or lake or upland birds in the
fields or waterfowl in the corn or on the
pond or big game in the wildlands.

As reported earlier in this article,
the Commission has in many ways en-
couraged and financed access projects.
However, these efforts are not the major
nee& under the term of "game man-
agement."

Oregon licensed hunters and anglers
must not depend entirely on the Commis-
sion to provide access.

These licensees can depend on com-
plete support and aggressive action to
protect access and to assist enthusias-
tically any effort to provide more access
to public hunting and fishing areas.

Essentially this matter of access is
right up to the usersthe hunters and
anglers.

Now don't get the idea that the Com-
mission is dropping its access program
and washing its hands of the whole deal.

The Commission will be in there pitch-
ing every day for years to come, but it
will not accept the entire and major
responsibility to secure public access to
public lands and public fish and game.

Those of you who have waded this
far might ask yourselves: "OK, the Com-
mission says it cannot do the job alone,

(Continued on Page 6)

Game Commission has acquired both by purchase and lease large areas of winter range for big
game. Habitat improvement is part of the management program for these lands.
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Antelope hunters, usually expecting
dry, warm weather during the August
open season, were surprised this year
with snow and rain soon after opening
of the five-day season. This cut down
on the hunting success, but even so
approximately 50 per cent of the hunters
bagged an antelope. Altogether 900 tags
were authorized for the six antelope
units. This year's tag holders now will
have to wait two years before being
eligible to file an application for an-
other antelope tag.

* * *

Game farms produced 28,968 pheas-
ants and 5,798 partridge this season. With
the exception of 7,000 cocks being held
for release just before and during the
pheasant season, liberations were com-
pleted in August.

* *

For the 4,370 cow elk permits avail-
able this year for 17 areas and units,
25,086 individuals filed applications. A
drawing had to be held for each hunt
and permits were mailed to the success-
ful applicants early in September. Those
who received no word could assume they
were not successful in the drawings.

* * *
Fishery agents already trained in skin

diving have been experimenting with the
new technique in fish population stud-
ies. Counting summer steelhead in the
Siletz River, they were able to obtain
enough information to justify continu-
ing this type of survey in future years.
The skin-diving method was used in-
stead of boats in several of the smaller
Cascade lakes this summer.

* * *

Three tons of sweet clover and sev-
eral hundred pounds of bitterbrush seed
were contributed by the Game Commis-
sion to the Forest Service reseeding proj-
ects on recent burns in eastern Oregon
forests. A considerable amount of deer
and elk winter range was ruined, par-
ticularly by the Crooked Fork fire in
the Wenaha area and Cache Creek fire
on the Snake River.
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GAME AND FISH EXHIBIT
AT STATE FAIR

Again this year the Game Commission
had a large fish and game exhibit at the
state fair which proved to be a popular
attraction to a large portion of the thou-
sands of fair visitors.

In gathering together animals for the
exhibit, game department employees
faced some unexpected hazards. Portland
City Park officials kindly promised to
lend six skunks for the exhibit, all guar-
anteed to have been treated to make
them safe to handle. Five skunks were
transferred from their pen to the truck
without any difficulty, but trouble came
with the sixth to the discomfort of all
present. Apparently a wild skunk had
dug its way into the pen and he ob-
jected vigorously when picked up. Need-
less to say, he was not among those
present at the Salem exhibit.

STATE POLICE
GAME REPORT

The State Police report for the 1959-
60 fiscal year shows that the game law
enforcement division made 4,231 arrests
(an increase of 826 over previous year)
and issued 2,638 warnings. Sentences
imposed totalled 3,416 days (2,716 sus-
pended), and the fines assessed totalled
$133,083 ($21,211 remitted).

The most common violations commit-
ted by hunters and anglers were: hunt-
ing prohibited areas, hours or methods;
angling prohibited areas, hours or meth-
ods; no angling license; failure to tag
properly; illegal possession of game ani-
mals; exceeding the bag limit; false appli-
cation for license; and the hazardous
offense of shooting from or across a
public highway.

Officers also made 168,405 license
and bag limit checks; 12,544 creel cen-
sus reports; and 30,161 searches.

KLAMATH MARSH AREA
BECOMES REFUGE

Transfer of 14,641 acres of Klamath
Indian tribal lands in Klamath Marsh to
the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service was
announced last month by the Interior
Department. To be known as the Klam-
ath Forest National Wildlife Refuge, the
area was purchased for $476,401 with
duck stamp receipts. Private holdings
totalling 585 acres also have been
acquired.

Klamath Marsh, located in the upper
part of the Klamath Basin, serves large
numbers of waterfowl in the Pacific
Flyway. The preservation of this marsh
is considered essential to meet the mini-
mum requirements of the waterfowl
using the flyway.

RED HAT PLEDGE
Obey the game laws.
Respect the rights and property
of others.
Be careful with fire and firearms.

Open to Hunting
and Fishing

(Continued from Page 5)
but what can we sportsmen do to meet
this problem and solve it now and in
the future?"

Unfortunately, available space here
does not permit a complete explanation
of procedures and possibilities to answer
that question.

However, organizations of sportsmen
note I said "organizations"can accom-
plish wonders by action.

Every license holder should belong
to a local organization of sportsmen.

Individual effort is fine, but generally
ineffective in meeting the large prob-
lems such as exposed here.

On the purely local level, sportsmen
can oppose vacation of platted streets
or roads into public waters; assist Com-
mission men in getting easements and
agreements with local landowners (who
might suspect a Game Commission nego-
tiatoras has been the case many times);
spend local money for improvements
organization members approve; get out
and actually labor on projects to pro-
vide access or improve it; cooperate with
federal agencies that provide financing
for soil conservation projects; educate
doubters by sincere interest in commu-
nity betterment; be GOOD citizens in
reporting cases of vandalism or game law
violations (you are not a "snitcher" when
you protect the public's interestyou
are not "telling the teacher" now because
you are fighting for your own rights).

As local situations arise and projects
develop (and local sports organizations
should look around and see what can
be developed) the Game Commission
will be interested and helpful. But, local
ORGANIZATION is the most important
spice in this access pie.

And, don't any one of you license
holders forget it!

NEW SPAWNING AREAS
IN WOAHINK LAKE

Woahink Lake, lacking natural spawn-
ing grounds for kokanee, has some now.
To promote natural reproduction in the
lake, spawning areas were developed last
month by Game Commission personnel
boating a considerable amount of gravel
in to selected spots around the lake.

October, 1960



TRAPPING SEASON OPENS
,____., NEXT MONTH

Beginning in November, trappers may
take mink, muskrat, marten, ringtail cat,
otter and beaver.

Mink may be trapped from Novem-
ber 15 through January 15, and marten
and ringtail cat from November 15
through February 15.

The trapping season for muskrat runs
from November 15 through February 15;
except that in Lake, Klamath, Malheur
and Harney counties the season extends
from November 1 through March 31.

Beaver and otter season is open from
November 1 through February 15 in Mal-
heur, Lake and Harney counties. Other
counties are open from November 15
through February 15, but in the follow-
ing counties only a specified portion is
open to trapping: Baker, Clatsop, Doug-
las, Jackson, Josephine, Union, Wallowa,
Hood River and Wasco. A description of
the open area in these counties is given
in the synopsis of trapping regulations
published by the Game Commission.

Raccoon still is classified as a preda-
tor and may be trapped the year around.

TRAINING SCHOOL HELDr' An outdoor training school for
approximately 150 Game Commission
employees was held at Crescent Lake
in early September. Continuing a train-
ing policy established many years ago,
the school is one segment of a continuing
in-service training program carried on
by the Commission.

Personnel attending the training ses-
sion were given an opportunity to partici-
pate in three 7-hour courses designed to
allow them to "learn by living." Courses
provided an opportunity for employees to
learn of new management techniques and
for cross-functional training in which, for
example, personnel assigned primarily to
fishery work could become better in-
formed on game management techniques.

Training was provided in such diversi-
fied activities as Game Livetrapping Tech-
niques, Scuba Diving, Basic Engineering
and Mapping, Horsemanship, Post-mortem
Examination Techniques and others.

Instructors included staff personnel
as well as specialists from Oregon State
College and other agencies and institu-
tions.

Game agents recently checked 85
wood duck nest boxes, approximately a

..,/^ 10 per cent sample of functional boxes
erected in the upper Willamette Valley
area. It was found that 46 per cent con-
tained wood duck nest remains, indicat-
ing a production of about 173 ducklings.

GAME BULLETIN

Hills Creek impoundment area, with Middle Fork of Willamette River shown in center, was the site
of the largest stream chemical treatment project undertaken by the Game Commission.

Rehabilitation Projects Keep
Fishery Crews Busy

Chemical treatment and restocking of
the Hills Creek impoundment area waters
was one of the major rehabilitation proj-
ects undertaken this season. Chemical
treatment was completed in September.
Twenty-five miles of the Middle Fork
of the Willamette River above the Hills
Creek dam site and 50 miles of tribu-
tary streams were treated with rotenone
to kill the rough fish. Forty per cent of
the cost is being paid by the Corps of
Engineers.

An airplane was used to spray rote-
none on Russell, Scout and Bays Lakes
in the Mt. Jefferson Primitive area to
remove existing fish populations and
provide water for restocking with golden
trout next year. Two men also were
packed in to the lake to take care of
the work on the ground.

Also treated in September was Dailey
Reservoir (Medco Pond) in Jackson
County, which will be used as a steel-
head rearing pond for the Rogue River
system under an agreement with owner
of the pond, Medford Corporation.

Carp were killed in the Oak Grove
Reservoir, which will be mainly used as
a warm water fish rearing pond.

Preliminary work has been done on
the Crooked River project and the area

above the dam will be treated in early
November.

Partial rough fish control through
use of rotenone was accomplished at
Big Lava, East and Paulina Lakes. A
total of 140,000 roach was removed from
Big Lava, 172,000 from East and 57,100
from Paulina.

Chemical treatment of Drews Reser-
voir and Dog Lake will not be under-
taken this year.

Pellet feeding at the fish hatcheries
resulted in a reduction of 43,000 pounds
in fish food fed in July, 1960, over July,
1959.

* * *

Fish screen by - pass traps in the
northeast region have resulted in the
salvaging of 40,949 steelhead, 6,386 chi-
nook, 157 silver salmon and 164 trout.

Admip
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KEEP ORFCION GREEN
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CANVASBACK

Our fastest flying duck, jar
Seen in V- flocks or long 4_4^
wavy lines. Blackish

Hen: grayish, with
general marks
ofmale

Drake: Rusty -red
head, black breast
whi-fe body with black
rump pafch.

No Open Season

Protected Ducks 1960 Season

Drake: Red head, Hen: Brown,Gray body, black
breasf .e rum Gray wings.
perich. Blue bill Blue bill.

Fly in formations similar to Cans"
but shiff abouf more In the flock.
In -Flight appear shorter
chunkier than Canvasbacks.

REDHEAD

The accompanying sketches illustrate the identifying features of
canvasbacks and redheads, on which there is no open season in 1960,
and of wood ducks and hooded mergansers. Only one each of these
latter species is allowed in the hunter's daily bag. These two tree-
nesting ducks have been offered added protection for a number of
years through a reduced bag limit. They have increased in numbers
due to this protection and to the installation of thousands of nest boxes
by the Game Commission, conservation groups and interested individ-
uals.

With canvasbacks and redheads, however, the situation is different.
They require islands of vegetation in large marsh areas in which to nest,
and when these are not present they fail to reproduce. Drouth in the
major production areas in Canada during the last two years has serious-
ly reduced their habitat and consequently reproduction.

Normally, ducks hatched during the spring and summer months
constitute about 70 per cent of the fall migration and of the hunter's
bag. Also, in an average year only 30 per cent of the summer popu-
lation survives the hunting seasons and winter, and returns to the
ancestral breeding grounds in the spring.

This serious loss in production of canvasbacks and redheads during
the last two years has reduced their numbers to a critical level. For this
reason, complete protection is provided in all states during the 1960
seasons. Hunters are urged to learn to identify these species and help
protect them so that a maximum number can return north to breed next
spring. Dead birds cannot reproduce.

One Each Allowed
WOOD DUCK

Drake: Very dark back,
white belly.

Hen: Dark brown

Drake: Black 8 white,
Brownish flanks

.---)Hen: Dark Gray.

HOODED MERGANSER

Oregon State Game
Commission Bulletin
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