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This badger was snapped in Malheur County,

typical of the eastern Oregon environment pre-
ferred by this species. (Photo by Vic Masson )
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HUNTER SAFETY

TRAINING PROGRAM

Instructors Approved

Month of September
Total to Date

64

3,350

Students Trained

Month of September 6,610

Total to Date 49,600

Firearms Accidents Reported 1962

Fatal 4

Nonfatal 10
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KEN DENMAN
A few weeks ago we were sitting at a

table in Beckie's Cafe in Union Creek,
eating fresh huckleberry pie, and listening
to Ken Denman spin yarns about his
hunting, fishing, and camping exploits.

Today, Ken Denman is gone, the vic-
tim of a heart attack which he suffered
while doing one of the things he liked
best, going into the fields with his dog.

His was a life with many facets. He
was a lawyer, public servant, conserva-
tionist, outdoorsman.

One of his friends says of him:

"Ken was a philosopher and sought to
practice his own philosophy, namely, that
one should direct and guide his interest
and his life to the fullest degree possible,
and should not allow life to pull and haul
and direct him any more than was abso-
lutely necessary. Ken took time to hunt
and fish, to hike, to train his dogs, and
to participate in the affairs of his church
and his community in which he was in-
terested and concerned. He did not try
to do everything, as so many do, but
limited his interest reasonably and wisely."

His friends, and they were many, asso-
ciated Ken Denman with the word integ-
rity. A colleague writes:

". . . He was unwaveringly and scrupul-
ously honest in everything he did. In over
30 years of dealing with him I have found
him scrupulously faithful in every repre-
sentation he might make. He was rock-

like in his devotion to truth."
Over the years he gave of his time and

knowledge to the public service, as an
outstanding member and chairman of the
State Game Commission, as a member of
the local Forest Service advisory board,
and in many other capacities.

A lifelong friend and companion of
Ken's who had shared many of his out-
door experiences, feels this little verse is
an appropriate memorial:
He was a friend whose heart was good,
Who walked with men, and understood;
His was a zeal we loved to see
Which wavered not, that asked no fee
For kindliness of service done:
And now that he has journeyed on,
The good he wrought here never ends,
For it lives in the hearts of his many

friends.

- Eric Allen, Medford Mail Tribune
* * *

The foregoing editorial by Eric Allen
perfectly expresses the feeling of Ken's
former associates at the Game Commission
upon learning of his death on September
19. He was a member of the Game Com-
mission from January, 1944 to June, 1946
( an interim appointment) and from Jan-
uary, 1951 to July, 1956. Part of this time
he was chairman of the Commission.

In addition to his widow, he is sur-
vived by a son, Don, and two daughters,
Carol and Ann.

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER HUNTING CALENDAR

SPECIES

See hunting synopsis for details on open areas, exceptions, etc.

OPEN SEASON

Silver gray squirrels Entire year, Northwest Area
Huns and chukars Sept. 8 - Dec. 2
Cock pheasants 8 a.m. Oct. 13 - Nov.. 18
Valley, bobwhite, and quail 8 a.m. Oct. 13 - Nov. 18, Western Oregon
Valley, bobwhite, and quail 8 a.m. Oct. 13 Dec. 2, Eastern Oregon
Ducks - geese Noon, Oct. 20 - Jan. 2
Coot Noon, Oct. 20 Jan. 2
Snipe Oct. 27 Nov. 25
American and red br. merganser Noon, Oct. 20 - Jan. 2.
Black brunt Dec. 1 - Feb. 13

*Extended deer season, Columbia River Nov. 10-25
**Extended deer season, Willamette Valley Nov. 10-25

Elk, coastal Oct. 27 - Nov. 9
Elk, Cascade, N .E., and S. E. areas Oct. 27 Nov. 25
Bear (where classed as game) Sept. 1 - Dec. 15
Bear (rest of state) Entire year

*Open Area:
(1) That portion of the Hood River Valley on or within one mile of orchards in Hood River County.
(2) That portion of the Mill Creek and Mosier Creek watersheds on or within one mile of orchards in

Wasco County.

**Open Area:
On or within one mile of cultivated agricultural lands in Lane, Linn, Lincoln, Benton, Polk, Clackamas,
Yamhill, Washington, and Marion Counties, and that part of Columbia County east of State Highway 47.
Also the McDonald Forest-Adair Tract and Corvallis Watershed Refuges in their entirety, only on
Nov. 10, 11, 17, and 18.

mountain
mountain
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OBSERVATIONS OF A COMMISSIONER

THIS PUBLICATION is dedicated to
rs" reporting the new, the interesting, the

timely, and the important phases of the
staff work and of the problems of this
organization in its efforts to create for
you continuing opportunities to enjoy the
best fishing and hunting possible within
the financial limits of our income. Most
of the articles published in the Commis-
sion Bulletin are written by highly
trained, able technicians. Hence they are
factual and objective.

We should, however, do some "point-
ing with pride." In fairness to the dedi-
cated Commission employees and their
accomplishments, it is only proper that
once in a long while we do "point with
pride" to their work.

Oregon enjoys a tremendous deer and
elk population. We enjoy one of the
greatest fishery resources in the nation.
Add to these our unique and increasing
upland bird resource and some of the
best duck and goose hunting in North
America. Perhaps when we count all our
fish and wildlife blessings, at least on a
relative basis, it would seem we could
relax a little. With a growing and devel-
oping state, this is not the case. Nor is it
true of people who comprise this Com-
mission's staff. The diversified and com-
plex nature of a modern fish and game
program is both urgent and demanding,
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By J. W. Smith, Chairman

and aggressive programming and eternal
vigilance must be a day-to-day guideline.

To emphasize this, it must be realized
that all fish and wildlife arise from our
land and water base. They represent one
important value from a resource base
which is being used in an increasing
tempo for many and, at times, conflicting
purposes. Space does not permit com-
ments on all the phases of fish and wild-
life, such as the many aspects of deer
management o r warm - water fisheries
management. A few brief comments on
only certain phases of anadromous fish
management will, however, suffice to
indicate the widely varying and massive
nature of the department's activities and
to point up some of the encouraging re-
sults therefrom.

Stream Clearance

For many years stream dearance activi-
ties have been carried on. This work has
been primarily on coastal streams as it
is here that anadromous fish, dense tim-
ber stands, and intensive logging most
frequently occur together.

In the 1959-61 biennium, ten major
jams were removed from Coos County
streams, primarily North Fork Coquille,
Cherry, Moon, and Middle Creeks. This
required the expenditure of $20,198.52
from Game Commission funds and $8,-
493.26 of cooperative funds, a part of

which was in the form of services. So far
in the 1961-63 biennium, work has been
completed or is continuing on Coos Coun-
ty streams, the Umpqua, Smith River, and
Siuslaw watersheds. About $37,000 of
Game Funds and $16,000 of participating
funds and services have been expended.

These activities have opened approxi-
mately 150 miles of stream to access by
migratory fish.

Anadromous Fish Runs
The last two years have seen a remark-

able increase in the Rogue River spring
chinook, which are predominantly four-
year fish. The fall steelhead in the stream
have also been at a high level for several
years. The basin-wide screening program
has been a large factor in reversing the
trend in what earlier was a discouraging
picture.

Alsea steelhead runs have been increas-
ing, as counted at the North Fork Alsea
Hatchery dam.

Umpqua runs as recorded at Winchest-
er have not changed greatly recently.
Runs are currently modest but there are
encouraging indications of improvement,
and large research efforts from the stand-
point of physical facilities are being built
in the basin.

Anadromous Fish Research Objectives
The Game Commission's research divi-

(Continued on Page 8)
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Miscellaneous
NONGAME
MAMMALS

PORCUPINEWidely distributed in forest and tree areas of eastern Oregon.
Food almost any kind of plant. Fond of salt and other minerals. Mating takes
place in fall and single young born in spring. Youngster is well developed and
can climb trees in two days. Fur sprinkled liberally with sharp, hollow quills
ending in barbed point. Has few enemies. Fisher most proficient, but bobcat
and mountain lion include the porcupine in their diet.

PORCUPINE

LONG-TAILED
WEASEL
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LONG-TAILED WEASELLargest weasel in Oregon,
and most abundant. Found throughout state. Brown in
summer changing to white in winter. Black-tipped tail.
Lengths to more than 10 inches. Feeds on small mam-
mals, insects, and birds. Pelt is soft and durable,

STRIPED SKUNKStout-t
Shiny black with streak
flank. Tail black and whi
of insects, fruit, and smc
of tail capable of spewin
ground. Widely distribute

THE non
group from
members of
another. Rangy
mals and one
importance at
as well as the

Several m;
These include
Four are men:
beaver, the pr
sented by the

moun, be:
marmot, COO

shooting pub

NUTRIAIntroduced from swamplands of South America. Raised by fur
breeders but escaped or turned loose because of low-value pelts. Colonies
at present mostly along marshes and rivers west of Cascades. Large animal
to 18 pounds. Color dark brown. Tail long and round. Require large
quantities of vegetation. Fond of clover, alfalfa, and garden crops. De-
structive to waterfowl habitat and will drive out valuable furbearing
animals.

SHORT-TAILED WEASELSmallest weasel in Oregon, seldom over 9 inches in
length. Mating early summer, 1 to 12 young born following spring. Main
diet of weasels consists of mice and other small rodents. Color brown in sum-
mer changing to white in winter except black-tipped tail. Found sparingly in
state.

SHORTTAILED WEAS L

NUTRIA



odied animal about size of house cat.
3f white from head to tail along each
te. Hunts mostly at night. Food consists
ill mammals. Twp scent glands at base
g oily liquid spray. Den usually under-
d throughout state.

SPOTTED SKUNKFound mostly west of Cascades. Smaller than
striped skunk. Fur is black with stripes that tend to break result-
ing in spots. Pelts of both skunks are rich, glossy, and durable.
Mating takes place in February and 3 to 8 youngsters born in
spring. The skunk does not truly hibernate during winter although
low temperatures may bring drowsiness.

;ame mammals included here are brought together in a
. number of widely separated families. Although unrelated,
one family may have much in common with members of
;es and habitat of many overlap. Some are burrowing mam-
is primarily aquatic. All have varying degrees of economic

ld are generally of more than ordinary interest to the public
outdoorsman.

lmmals are furbearers although not classed as such in Oregon.
two weasels, the badger, and the striped and spotted skunk.

lbers of the rodent group including the marmot, the mountain
orcupine, and the nutria. The family of marsupials is repre-
opossum.
clar-k as nongame mammals, all except the porcupine and

aye; ve some importance in the fur industry; and the
=only called "rock chuck," provides great sport to the
lic.

MOUNTAIN BEAVERBurrowing rodent of the Pacific slopes. Food entirely vegetative.
Burrow is maze of twisting tunnels. Active at night. Enemies weasel, mink, and great-
horned owl. About size of muskrat, except body stocky, short legs, stub tail. Cinnamon
to dark brown. Weight to 3 pounds.

MOUNTAIN
BEAVER

OPOSSUMIntroduced to Oregon from the southern states with
first records during the CCC days in the 1930s. Member of ancient
order of marsupials or pouched animals. Young born prematurely
two weeks after mating, and crawl to nursery within the pouch.
Bushy-furred animal, grayish, about size of house cat. Long pre-
hensile tail. Weight to 15 pounds. Expert climber. Food anything
including fruits, vegetables, and carrion. Found primarily in
Clatsop, Clackamas, and Multnomah Counties.

BADGERStocky, flat-bodied animal, broad head, short legs and toil. Fur long and
shaggy, silver-gray, grizzled with brownish. Face black marked with white. Weight to 24
pounds. Litter varies from 1 to 7 young, born in spring. Excellent digger, outdigging earth
dwelling rodents on which it lives. Prefers drier climates of eastern and southern Oregon.

YELLOW-BELLIED MARMOTMember of woodchuck family. Found throughout Oregon
but flourishes best east of Cascades. Dens under rock ledges, slides or rock out-
croppings. Hibernates long periods. Active only during spring and early summer during
daylight hours. Brownish over-all, often frosted with gray. Whitish band on face.
Underparts yellowish. Weight 5 to 20 pounds. Food entirely vegetative. Enemies all
birds and mammals of prey.



THE International Association of
Game, Fish and Conservation Commis-
sioners convened in annual session at
Jackson Lake, Wyoming, on September
12, 13, and 14 this year.

At the regular sessions numerous mat-
ters of an administrative and management
nature were discussed and covered through
presentation of formal papers while offi-
cial action representing the judgment of
the membership of this conservation or-
ganization was reflected by the adoption
of a number of resolutions. Although not
all of these resolutions have a direct
bearing upon Oregon's fish and wildlife
affairs, most of them in one way or an-
other are related to various matters of
policy, particularly those pertaining to
federal lands or programs that are appli-
cable to Oregon as well as elsewhere.

In deference to space limitation, only
the substance of most of the resolutions
is given here.

Preservation of the Salmon River.
Gave its full support to the early enact-
ment of S. 313 (Church) or other federal
legislation that will permanently protect
the fishery resource of the Salmon River.
Further commended the Secretary of In-
terior for position taken opposing con-
struction of Nez Perce Dam or other
structure which would impair the fishery
values of the Salmon River. Further reit-
erated its view that an orderly power de-
velopment of the Snake River can and
should properly be had by the construc-
tion of the High Mountain Sheep Dam
with the provision that the fishery values
will receive adequate safeguards.

Surplus Game Problems Within Na-
tional Parks and Monuments. Commend-
ed Secretary of the Interior for appointing
advisory committee to seek solution of
problem of surplus game animals in na-
tional parks. .

Expansion of National Parks. Urged
Congress to leave the authority for the
Page 6

management of game and fish in the
hands of the state departments whenever
any authority is granted to the National
Park Service to create any new areas or
to increase the size of existing areas.

Tule Lake - Lower Klamath Wildlife
Refuge Bill. Urged House of Representa-
tives to pass S. 1988 (Kuchel) relating
to the Tule Lake - Lower Klamath Refuge.

International Waterfowl Program.
Urged that appropriate Canadian and
United States agencies endeavor to perfect
a cooperative program for best possible
management of our waterfowl resources.

Subsidy Payments for Waterfowl Pro-
duction. Urged that provision be made
to make incentive payments from U. S.
D. A. - A. C. P. funds to stimulate creation
and preservation of water area of value
in waterfowl production.

Refuge Revenue Sharing Legislation.
Urged enactment of S. 2138 providing for
greater and more equitable distribution to
counties and other local governments of
revenues from operations of the National
Wildlife Refuge System.

Need for Low Flow Storage in Reser-
voirs. Supported planning to include ade-
qua te waters for augmenting the flow of
streams subject to many varied uses such
as by industrial and domestic water sup-
ply, power, irrigation, navigation, fish
and wildlife, and general recreation.

Commendation of U. S. Forest Service
Road and Logging Practices. Commend-
ed U. S. Forest Service for its regulation
of road construction and logging opera-
tions to safeguard fish habitat and recrea-
tional values.

Federal Fa rm Program. Requested
Secretary of Agriculture to urge county
A. C. P. committees to give greater recog-
nition to the wildlife features of the
farm program.

Channel Straightening. Urged that no
federal funds be appropriated to any fed-

eral, state, or local governmental agency
for any project involving channelizing of
streams unless first approved by the state
game and fish department.

Land Purchase in Federal Land and
Water Projects. Commended Secretaries
of Interior and Army for farsighted policy
providing for acquisition of peripheral
lands at federal projects for recreational
use.

Atomic Power as a Resource Conser-
vation Measure. Supported promotion of
legislation to enable development of elec-
tric power at the Hanford Reactor.

U. S. Bureau of Outdoor Recreation.
Requested that S. 3117 establishing the
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation be amend-
ed to provide that state fish and game
departments be specifically made responsi-
ble for planning in the fish and game
fields in the broad spectrum of outdoor
recreation.

Disposition of Public Lands - Recrea-
tion Lands. Requested elimination of any
language in H.R. 7788 permitting disposal
of public lands valuable for recreation.

Federal Water Pollution Control Ad-
ministration. Endorsed enactment of H.R.
11994 to create a Water Pollution Control
Administration as a separate operating
agency in the Department of Health, Edu-
cation and Welfare.

Land Withdrawals-Coordination Act.
Resolved that the Bureau of Land Man-
agement comply with provisions of the
Coordination Act for the withdrawal of
public lands for fish and wildlife pur-
poses.

Regulating Use of Insecticides, Pesti-
cides, and Herbicides. Urged govern-
mental agencies effect better regulation
of insecticide, pesticide, and herbicide
use and initiate more intensive research
into effects of such use on animal life.

Funding of Fish and Game Mitigation
Features at Water Projects. Urged rep-
resentatives of state and federal fish and
wildlife agencies to meet to formulate
recommendations to promote common
understanding, policies, and procedures
related to financing measures for mitigat-
ing losses to fish and wildlife resources at
water development projects.

The International Association, which
represents the 50 states and Canadian gov-
ernmental entities connected with natural
resource management, maintains a year
around association with natural resource
problems, including the welfare of the
continent's fish and wildlife resources.
Both an executive committee and a legis-
lative committee meet during the interim
between the annual meetings to act upon
appropriate contemporary matters.

P. W. Schneider

November, 1962



Exotic Animals
Threaten Oregon
Wildlife, Farm Crops

During the mid-1950s thousands of
nutria were imported into the state of
Oregon for sale to prospective fur farmers
at prices up to $950 a pair. Promoters of
this proposed new fur industry agreed to
purchase back all nutria raised for $380
a pair as long as a market existed. Un-
fortunately the market for breeding stock
soon became saturated with animals im-
ported from other states and no market
developed for nutria pelts. As a result,
a thousand or more nutria farmers in the
state were caught with substantial invest-
ments in breeding stock, pens, and equip-
ment with no prospect of recovering any
part of their expenditures.

This was the situation which led to
illegal releases of large numbers of ani-
mals in the streams of the Willamette
Valley and in many other waterways of
the state.

The nutria is a South American ro-
dent, weighing up to 25 pounds and re-
sembling a stunted beaver with a round
tail. It has a voracious appetite, eating
any and all kinds of marsh vegetation,
but preferring clover, alfalfa, corn, car-
rots, and other vegetables when available.
These food preferences, along with the
animal's habit of burrowing into banks,
dikes, and levees make its establishment
as a fur species of doubtful value.

Trappers reported catching 38 feral
nutrias during the 1958-59 trapping sea-
son, but in the winter of 1961-62 the
catch jumped to 492 animals. The increase
in take was due primarily to an increase in
the wild population and not to more
intensive trapping efforts. With the fur
worth only 57 cents each few trappers
attempted to catch the animals or both-
ered to skin those accidentally taken in
sets made for more valuable species.

Nutria apparently cannot stand severe
winters, but where the weather remains
mild phenomenal population increases
have been recorded. In Louisiana, for ex-
ample, a few animals escaped from a fur
farm during a hurricane in 1940. From
this escapement they rapidly increased and
spread throughout the bayou country. Ap-
parently habitat conditions were ideal for
reproduction as a population explosion
took place immediately. In 1943 Louisiana
trappers caught 400 nutrias, but by 1961
the annual take exceeded 716,000 animals.

Opossums have also found the climate
and habitat of northwestern Oregon to

r their liking and have increased and spread
from illegal introductions in 1939 at
GAME BULLETIN

f,F0i; AS'ALIAIION

CATIIIMANS ASSOCIATION

GRANT COUNT', COURT

IICE4 OC CONNRCi

Grant County Hunter-Landowner Program
Initiated the latter part of September

in Grant County was a county-wide edu-
cational program to improve hunter-
landowner relations. Sponsored by four
Grant County organizations, the Sports-
men's Association, Cattlemen's Associa-
tion, Chamber of Commerce, and the
County Court, the program was a result
of deteriorating hunter-landowner rela-
tions and increased closures of land to
hunting. Cooperating in the program are
the Oregon Game Commission, Forest
Service, State Police, and many other
groups and agencies.

Deer hunters entering the county were
greeted at all major highway approaches
with 4 x 8-foot signs welcoming them to
the county and asking them to respect
property rights, be careful with fires, and
leave clean camps. In addition, a large
number of 5 x 7-inch placards, carrying
basically the same message, were dis-
tributed to the hunters.

At service stations, patrol stations, cafes,
and other points a handy-sized brochure
was also distributed.

Introduction to the brochure reads as
follows:
"Mr. Hunter
"Statewide, Oregon
"Dear Mr. Hunter:

"WELCOME TO GRANT COUNTY.
"Grant county has been popular as a

place to hunt for years. Each year many
days are spent by thousands of people
pursuing big game, upland game, and
outdoor recreation. In the past five years,
83,000 hunters have taken home 53,000

mule deer. In addition, 20,700 elk hunters
have been successful in bagging 3,857
rocky mountain elk. Hunter numbers in
the county have jumped from 10,000 in
1950 to 17,000 in 1959, a ten-year period.
This great influx of hunters has caused
problems throughout the county that can
be greatly reduced through cooperation
and just plain thoughtfulness.

"Most of you have noticed an increase
in the amount of private property closed
to hunting in recent years. This is caused
by a number of things that could be
avoided. These things will be explained
in the following pages.

"Please read the accompanying pages
and give them some thought. We want
you to enjoy your hunt in Grant county
and feel that with your cooperation we
can keep our land open to hunting so that
this resource can be fully utilized.

"Cordially yours,
Grant County Sportsmen
Grant County Cattlemen
Grant County Chamber of

Commerce
Grant County Court"

Some of the major problems discussed
were shooting of water tanks, careless-
ness with fires, leaving gates open so that
livestock strayed away, dirty camps, and
general vandalism.

Plans call for gradual expansion of the
educational program in coming years,
with increasing emphasis on schools and
reaching the younger hunter and "hunter-
to-be." Sponsors of the program hope that
it may catch on in other areas.

Warrenton and Troutdale. They are now
found in large numbers in Clackamas,
Clatsop, Columbia, Multnomah, Tilla-
mook, and Washington Counties.

Opossums feed on a large variety of
vegetable and animal matter, with raids
on poultry and game bird nests the basis
for the greatest number of complaints.
Continued extension of their range
through the Willamette Valley will pre-

sent additional problems in continuing
upland game bird production for future
harvests.

The Game Commission is greatly con-
cerned about the establishment of these
undesirable exotics and the potential dam-
age their activities could cause wildlife
resources and farm crops. It has urged
trappers and other interested persons to
destroy these animals at every opportunity.
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An unexpected demand has exhausted
our supply of the September 1962 issue
of the Bulletin. We will be glad to accept
contributions from those of you who are
through with your copies.

When the water level at McKay Reser-
voir south of Pendleton was drawn down
to sump level by irrigation users in Sep-
tember, most of the rainbow trout left the
lake for the creek below and soon ran out
of oxygen in the potholes. It was possible
to salvage a total of about 50,000 trout
7 to 14 inches and transport them to
the Umatilla River near Reith. Thou-
sands of other fish were lost as they died
in the low pool of the reservoir
the potholes below the dam. In anticipa-
tion of this situation, the bag limit for
the reservoir had been increased earlier in
the year to 30 trout per day to give
anglers as much chance as possible to
harvest the trout before the reservoir was
completely drawn down.

*
The Valsetz fish ladder was completely

renovated this summer to allow fish pass-
age at all water stages. Salmon and steel-
head now can proceed upstream to spawn-
ing grounds above the falls. Heavy log-
ging and high flood waters damaged the
fish ladder which was constructed shortly
after the war when materials and skilled
labor were hard to obtain.

*
The early chukar season proved very

successful with hunters averaging about
two birds each. Hunters enjoyed the most
success along the Deschutes, John Day,
Snake, Owyhee, and Malheur River can-
yons.

Observations of
A Commissioner

(Continued from Page 3)

sion has under way the following studies
pertaining to anadromous fish.

1. To determine the facts concerned
with logging in relation to anadromous
fish production, particularly those phases
from egg deposition to fry emergence.
The facts will enable us to manage these
fish populations to better effect.

2. To determine the facts concerned in
pond rearing of anadromous fish, both
fresh and salt water. With these facts in
hand, we will be in a position to increase
the resource by this meansor to concen-
trate on other means if this is indicated.

3. To determine salinity tolerance of
various salmonids at different periods in
their growth. To be used in connection
with salt or brackish water rearing im-
poundments.

4. To determine the way to produce
steelhead in hatcheries to provide the best
return to the angler at the least cost.

5. To determine the factors influencing
the survival of fall ,chinook salmon from
egg deposition to migration.

6. To determine the limiting factors of
summer steelhead.

Regulations
Prominent consideration must be given

to the peculiar requirements of sea-run
fishes in designing regulations for both
resident as well as migratory fish. A re-
view of our current regulations quickly
reveals extensive consideration of this
point while at the same time providing
for maximum sustained yields of all our
fish resources.

There are many other phases of effort
being exerted by this department express-
ly and in conjunction with dosely related
programs which are designed to improve
the status of migratory fish. The afore-
mentioned are simply recited to indicate
the complex and varied nature of such
efforts.

As a Commissioner, I have observed
that our organization operates under all
sorts of adverse conditions, without re-
gard to hours or personal convenience,

to search out new and better way4' of
creating for you, the citizens of Oregon,
greater opportunities to enjoy and utilize
our natural resources in the outdoors. We
can surely say a heartfelt thank you and
truly "point with pride" to the way they
are handling their assigned tasks, perform-
ing the work to which they are dedicated.

Unfortunately, a few words of warn-
ing seem very necessary. To maintain our
recreational opportunities and the re-
sources involved, we, as individual citi-
zens of our great state, must join firmly
and resolutely together to support this
department's efforts to maintain in one
able organization the proper handling of
our game and fish resources, which are
owned by all the people, for they are so
greatly interdependent. To preserve also
the integrity of your license fees that
constitute our operating income will be-
come a challenge of no small proportions.
Outdoor recreation is Oregon's third larg-
est industrylet us protect it in every
way possible.

About the Author
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of the Oregon State
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He has had a lifetime interest in natural
resource affairs and has both hunted and
fished extensively throughout the west,
including Canada and Mexico. A dog
enthusiast also, he at one time owned a
number of prize-winning retrievers.

Production of wild turkeys appears to
have been good and the outlook for es-
tablishment of this species seems favor-
able. Numerous reports of broods seen
were received in September.

The wood duck population in the
Klamath Basin is being increased by the
use of nest boxes. Forty-three of the 75
boxes inspected were utilized last spring,
and 218 young were produced.
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