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big buck, knowing he is perfectly safe,
stares down the photographer, Ron Shay.
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HUNTING SAFETY
TRAINING PROGRAM

Instructors Approved:
Month of November 18
Total to Date 3,391

Students Trained:
Month of November 484
Total to Date 52,031

Firearms Accidents Reported 1962:
Fatal 10
Nonfatal 37

COMMISSIONER AMACHER
GIVEN RECOGNITION

Game Commissioner John Amacher of
Winchester was singled out for special
recognition by the Oregon County Parks
Association at its annual meeting in
Salem this winter. Long a leader in the
state's natural resource affairs, his keen
interest and direct participation in
county park programs exemplifies his
activities in all natural resource activi-
ties.

In honor of his long service and lead-
ership in the county parks movement, the
Association presented Mr. Amacher with
a plaque. For many years chairman of
the Douglas County Park Department,
he has played an important part in the
development of Douglas County's out-
standing park program. The first county
park department in Oregon was formed
in Douglas County and its plan later
became a pattern for other counties of
the state. Over one-half of the counties
in Oregon now have a park department,
including almost all of the counties in
western Oregon.

Today the many parks in Douglas
County providing recreation for citi-
zens of today and tomorrow attest to
the work of Mr. Amacher and his asso-
ciates.

Lack of interest on the part of trap-
pers because of low fur prices is indi-
cated in the small number of trapping
licenses and beaver tags issued. By the
end of November only 500 trapping li-
censes and 3,000 beaver tags had been
issued.

ANGLING HEARINGS
THIS MONTH

Angling regulations for 1963 come
up for consideration by the Game Com-
mission at a hearing on January 11.
Tentative rules on seasons, bag limits,
and methods of catching game fish will
be announced and final action will be
taken on January 25.

Both hearings start at 10 a.m. and
will be held in the Portland office of the
Game Commission.

January 15 Deadline
Emergency Hunt Lists

Oregon big game hunters interested
in taking part in emergency big game
hunts which may be held during the
1963 calendar year have until January
15 to file application for one county of
their choice.

Application should be made on a post
card and the name, address, and tele-
phone number of the applicant plus the
county applied for should be given. A
hunting license is not necessary for
applying but is required if the hunter
is called for an emergency hunt. Applica-
tion must be mailed to the Game Com-
mission office in Portland. Any resident
18 years of age or older may apply.

Emergency big game hunts were au-
thorized by the legislature in 1957 to
control crop damage, and since the need
for such hunts cannot be predicted,
county lists of applicants must be estab-
lished at the first of each year.

After January 15, a public drawing
(Continued on Page 8)

Watch for Marked Steelhead
Anglers fishing for winter steelhead,

especially on the Alsea, Wilson, and
Sandy Rivers, are reminded again to be
on the lookout for marked fish. Special
studies are under way on these three
streams.

Look for one or more missing fins.
Information required by the Game Corn-

mission includes location of catch, date,
approximate size and weight of the fish
and name of missing fin or fins. To help
you identify the fins, see the accoMpany-
ing sketch.

Your report may be sent to any office
of the Game Commission or given to any
field personnel.

Dorsal

Adipose

Right Pectoral Left Pelvic
Right Pelvic

Ana/ Fin
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By John McKean, Chief of Operations, Game Division

WLL HUNTING continue to be one
of Oregon's most popular sources of out-
door recreation, or will human pressures
reduce the wildlife resources and hunting
access until hunting is no longer attrac-
tive to the average citizen? This is a
question that every hunter should ask
himself not the Game Commission, or
the legislature, or Uncle Sam for the
answers rest largely with hunters.

Laws are enacted and agencies of
government are created to provide serv-
ices that are considered necessary by a
majority of the people; therefore, it fol-
lows that the efficiency of governmental
programs is directly affected by the
knowledge and will of a majority of the
people.

Perhaps an examination of our past
and present conditions and a recognition
of the trends in more populous states
will give some insight into the future
of hunting.

Big Game
The deer is Oregon's most popular

and productive game animal. Graph on
next page illustrates the increase in
public enjoyment and annual yield of
mule deer during the past decade. A
similar trend has occurred with both
the black-tailed deer and elk except that
current inventories do not indicate a
1962 decline in those populations.

The fact that the number of persons
hunting deer and elk has nearly doubled
and the annual yield of those species has
tripled during the past ten years is an
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enviable record, but there is no assur-
ance that similar increases in yield will
be possible in the next decade.

The principal factor contributing to
the success of the last decade has been
a public awakening to the fact that big
game populations cannot be stockpiled.
They can either be used as they are
produced or be taken from the range by
starvation, disease, predation, or other
controls.

Ever since 1939, when the legislature
delegated regulatory authority to the
Game Commission, the Commission has
been continuously seeking a level of
harvest that would stabilize the big game
herds in balance with winter forage
supplies and minimize conflicts with
agriculture, forestry, and other primary
land uses. It now appears that after 25
years of cautious demonstration, full
utilization of the annual production is
being achieved on some ranges, and with
the assistance of mother nature, who
took her share last winter, desirable
reductions in breeding populations have
occurred on a few ranges.

Another factor contributing to the
high yield of the past decade has been
the fact that a series of mild winters
permitted a higher carry-over of animals
than should normally be expected.

With knowledge that much of the
waste inherent in antiquated manage-
ment concepts has been eliminated, and
with no assurance that mother nature
will be as kind to the game herds as
she has been during the past ten years,

it is probable that comparable increases
in the public demand for big game hunt-
ing will have an effect upon the quantity
of game available to each of us as indi-
viduals.

Whether this condition is good or
bad depends upon the adaptability and
philosophy of the people. Perhaps it is
time to quit looking at deer and elk hunt-
ing as a cheap source of meat and de-
velop a greater appreciation of the fine
recreation available in hunting. Obser-
vation of current hunting methods leads
one to suspect that there are few hunters
but lots of people with a vehicle, a gun,
and a lust to kill something.

Everyone likes to be successful and
by present standards is embarrassed if
he isn't. This philosophy must change
to one of hunting for fun and greater
emphasis on skill and ethics, if hunting
is to maintain its present status in our
variety of recreational opportunities.

For the benefit of the many persons
who yearn for the good old days, when
they had the woods to themselves and
deer were so abundant that they ate
themselves out of house and home, it
should be explained that there is little
chance to turn back to that era. Correc-
tive action was too slow to save the
forage resources that made those popu-
lations possible, and the demand for
other products of the lands and waters
of the state requires that the game re-
sources be maintained at levels that
are compatible with primary land uses.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Tomorrow's Hunting
(Continued from Page 3)

In the event this is not done, the land-
owner has the legal and physical means
of reducing game production on his land.
For example, the Deschutes National
Forest, after repeated failures, has found
it necessary to fence the mule deer off
of 4,266 acres of winter range in order
to successfully re-establish a pine forest.
These fences cost the taxpayers about
$65,000, and the end product is the com-
plete loss of deer production and hunt-
ing opportunities inherent in those lands
until the young forest grows beyond the
reach of the deer. Similar examples can
be cited on private timber and agricul-
tural lands in other parts of the state.
With these conditions it is obviously
much better to maintain populations at
reasonable levels than to force land-
Page 4
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owners to use other means of controlling
wildlife on their land.

The principal opportunity to increase
big game production and hunting oppor-
tunities rests in constructive develop-
ment of winter food supplies and more
intensive management of every avail-
able acre of productive habitat. In some
instances this will require acquisition
and development of key tracts of winter
range in order to attract animals away
from areas of conflict and assure main-
tenance of a reasonable winter food
supply for migrant herds. Research is
needed to develop practical techniques
for improving winter ranges and a
greater knowledge of both the biological
and social facts that are pertinent to
the management of game.
Game Birds

Upland game birds and waterfowl
are relatively short-lived and fluctuate

1953 1954

in abundance annually in response to
climate and other environmental factors.

As with deer and elk, we are learning
by experience that game birds cannot be
stockpiled. They can either be used in
the years they are available or mother
nature will take them her way. Fortun-
ately, nature's way of handling birds is
not as damaging to other resources as
with big game. The fact that the people
fail to fully utilize a bird crop seldom
jeopardizes the future production or seri-
ously conflicts with primary land uses.

During the past decade the chukar
has added much to Oregon's hunting
opportunities, and the Commission is
currently searching for an exotic that
may fit the cutover forest lands of west-
ern Oregon. Merriam's turkey is another
bird that has been recently introduced
and shows great promise for the future.

These additions to the resource base,
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combined with the knowledge that quail,
chukar, and pheasant populations are
not being fully utilized with present
seasons and pressures, provide much
cause for optimism by bird hunters.

It also follows that bird hunters have
not been plagued by a great increase
in the number of people participating.
During the past decade upland game
hunters have only increased by about
20,000, and there are about one-third less
waterfowl hunters than in 1952. Game
birds provided approximately 1,083,000
man-days of hunting in 1961 and a total
of 1,545,700 birds were reported taken.

There are many opportunities to in-
crease game bird hunting through more
intensive management, development of
habitat, and introduction of desirable
exotics. The matter of landowner toler-
ance and access to productive bird hunt-
ing areas will be the principal limiting
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factor of bird hunting in the future.
Hunting Access

The real challenge to be faced in
the future is maintenance of a reasonable
access to the lands that produce the
publicly owned wildlife.

With half of the state in public
ownership and most landowners pos-
sessing a keen interest in the wildlife
resources, Oregon is in a much better
position to meet this challenge than most
states. However, the forecast of a half-
million more residents by 1975, combined
with the probability that more leisure
time and improved transportation will
make Oregon more attractive to non-
residents, is cause for advance planning
and the initiation of constructive pro-
grams that will make the landowner's
position more tenable.

The states that have failed to meet
this challenge find that most of their

1961 1962

productive game habitat is available only
to those who are able to pay for access.
These states have cause to welcome the
new U. S. Department of Agriculture pro-
gram which will subsidize commercial-
ization of hunting, fishing, and other
forms of outdoor recreation on farms
because competition will force prices
down and make hunting and fishing op-
portunities available to more people.

Perhaps this is the answer to Oregon's
access problems, but a recent survey of
over 1,700 farm landowners indicates
that about 85 per cent of Oregon's
farmers allow free access to those who
are considerate enough to ask for per-
mission, and only 41/2 per cent sell
access. This condition, combined with the
fact that Oregonians enjoy free access
to the half of the state that is in public
ownership, gives cause to believe that

(Continued on Page 8)
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THE OREGON State Game Commis-

sion Bulletin has been continuously pub-
lished on a monthly basis since April,
1946.

The Commission's primary objective
in issuing this Bulletin is to report fac-
tually those numerous matters relating
to Oregon's fish and wildlife resources
that we believe to be of interest to the
citizens of the state. It is regarded simply
as an informational publication in keep-
ing with the duties enunciated by the
laws under which this Commission oper-
ates.

We often receive very welcome sug-
gestions regarding the Bulletin, in-
cluding some for changing the present
format to a more elaborate one. Some
of these suggestions are occasioned by
comparison with the larger, multicolored
magazines issued by other agencies and
organizations throughout the country.
One of the factors we constantly keep
in mind is the cost. By adhering to an
eight-page black and white bulletin
printed on moderate quality paper, the
cost of printing, handling, and mailing
to individual subscribers has been kept
down to a few cents a copy.

The second factor of consideration
is related to the approximate time that
a reader will devote to any one publica-
tion of this type. Surveys in the past
have indicated that 20 minutes is ap-
proximately the average amount of time
a person will spend on reading a periodi-
cal of this kind. Based upon this infor-
mation, the current size of our Bulletin
comes close to being what the average
reader would desire in length. The large
variety of periodicals and papers avail-
able for his perusal makes keen compe-
tition for his reading time. When too
much is offered in one issue, the reader
is very likely to leave a good part of it
unread.

A third factor we think is very im-
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portant is to make the Bulletin avail-
able to as many citizens of the state as
possible and place all those on the mail-
ing list who are sufficiently interested
in the work of the Commission to request
the Bulletin. At such time as production
cost exceeds the present maximum budg-
eted for the Bulletin, the Commission
would have to consider seriously some
additional means of financing. Some
agencies have turned to a subscription
fee. In our opinion this has several draw-
backs, including an immediate reduction
in the number of our readers.

In examining the ratio between our
total state population and the number
of individuals receiving the Bulletin, we
find on a comparative basis with other
states our ratio of distribution is ex-
tremely high. This has seemed to us
to be an important matter in terms of
achieving the highest return on our
Bulletin investment. We are the first
to admit that a great deal can be said
for a more elaborate, lengthy, and ex-
pensive publication. However, within the
limit of our objectives and the finances
available to the Commission, we have
tried over the years to issue an objective
and informative publication at a mini-
mum of cost and distributed to the maxi-
mum number of recipients possible. At
the present time approximately 80,000
copies are printed each month, of which
close to 60,000 are sent directly to indi-
viduals on our mailing list. The rest are
distributed through license agencies and
Commission offices. If a more elaborate
publication were to be issued within the
present finances available, this circula-
tion would have to be reduced drastic-
ally. This would defeat our objective of
keeping as large a segment of our popula-
tion as possible informed regarding the
management, of our fish and wildlife
resources.

P. W. SCHNEIDER, Director

CLATSOP-COOS
ARCHERY SEASON

Archers desiring to participate in the
agricultural archery season for deer and
elk in the Coquille and Clatsop units,
which lasts through March 31, are re-
quired to have 1963 hunting licenses and
big game tags. The tags may be pur-
chased only through the Portland office
of the Game Commission. In making ap-
plication, send number of hunting or
combination license and the required
fee (deer tag, $1; elk tag, $7.50). The
tags will be valid for the 1963 fall hunts
if no game is killed during the archery
season. Open area is on or within 400
yards of agricultural lands in the
Coquille and Clatsop game management
units. Bag limit is one elk and one deer.

ROGUE RIVER
SALMON RUN

The 1962 count of 32,651 spring
chinook over the counting boards at Gold
Ray on the Rogue River was one of the
best runs since installation of the count-
ing station in 1942. The run that year
was the highest on record, 43,400.

The 1962 run represents 207 per cent
of its parent run in 1958, 15,716 salmon.
The 1961 run was just over 33,000 salmon
and has been exceeded by only three
other years since 1942.

Summer steelhead run also was good,
with 2,700 fish counted through the Gold
Ray station. This is 42 per cent above
the ten-year average.

Reports have been received of wild
Meriam's turkeys being seen during
November in all three locations where
birds were released last year. Production
on the White River range appears to be
good with flocks as large as 50 to 60
birds being noted. Two turkeys were
seen near Wizard Falls in Jefferson
County. An elk hunter reported several
sightings in the Grossman Creek area
north of Wallowa. Attempts will be made
to trap and transplant some of the Wasco
County birds if weather conditions
permit.

A letter to the Game Commission from
a nine-year-old lady: "Would you please
help me. My cat got in a fight with a
skunk a month ago. He still smells even
though I have washed him with soap and
water, and even tomato juice. My mother
won't let him come in the house until
he smells nice. He is six, three years
younger than I am. I love him and I miss
him in the house. Can you tell me what
to bathe him in so he won't smell."

ANSWER: Bathe kitty in warm water
and vinegar diluted half and half.
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Marshall Edson (left) of the Idaho Fish and Game Department
arranges props on table for shooting of the camp scene in the film.

Second from the left, Dick Bolding of the Washington Game Depart-
ment stops to adjust camera during a shooting sequence.

Hunting Safety Film A Joint Production
"Hunting Safety," a new sound, color film produced co-

operatively by Oregon, Washington, and Idaho, is now avail-
able for loan to interested organizations. Prints of the film may
be scheduled from the Portland or regional offices of the
Game Commission.

The film is 22 minutes long and presents a simple theme
with a positive approach to safe gun handling during hunting
trips afield. A father, daughter, and son make up the cast.
They appear first on a deer hunting trip where the son expe-
riences his first real hunt since completing a course in hunter
safety training. A few weeks later, the family group spends
a day pheasant hunting, encountering along the way the various
potential hazards of shotgun handling.

Filmed in all the natural colors of fall and with the bright
hunting garb that is a necessary part of safe hunting, the film
includes scenes of deer, elk, and other animals seen during the
hunt.

Produced on a three-way basis, film production costs have

Ron Shay of the Oregon Game Commission discusses
shooting of next scene with the father, Roger Dahl.

been equally divided to make each state's share most reason-
able. Dick Bolding of the Washington Game Department, Mar-
shall Edson of the Idaho Fish and Game Department, and Ron
Shay of the Oregon Game Commission staff did the writing,
filming, directing, and editing.

The film has been reviewed by the National Rifle Associa-
tion who first designed and made available the safety training
course used as a basis for the course taught in the three states.
In addition to its comment that the film will be useful as a
part of the course, the Association says, "We were very favor-
ably impressed with the film. We think it is an excellent and
sensitive job our highest congratulations!"

The three in the cast who took part in the film donated
their time and ideas, at times under rather adverse weather
conditions. The father in the cast, Roger Dahl, is a hunter
safety instructor and had the film's son and daughter in his
classes previously.

RON SHAY

The cast of father, daughter, and son in a pheasant hunting scene.



Waterfowl hunters, following close of
the general season, can still resort to
shooting black brant. The season on this
small goose extends through February 13
and the bag limit is three per day and
in possession. The black brant inhabits
the coastal bays and inlets of Oregon in
the winter and is seldom seen far from
salt water (although one was reported
taken at Summer Lake this fall). Hunt-
ing is best on stormy days when the
birds are driven into the protected bays.
Hunters with experience use from 24 to
50 decoys set out on the eel grass tide
flats or exposed sand bars during the
outgoing tides.

* * *

Bull Run Reservoir in the Umatilla
National Forest south of Heppner was
used by approximately 11,775 anglers,
according to an estimate made from road
counters. This impoundment was con-
structed by the Game Commission in co-
operation with the Forest Service and
provides additional fishing in an area
where fishing opportunities are limited.

* *

Game Commission fishery personnel
during November reported and investi-
gated 4 road building projects, 1 case of
stream pollution, 20 findings of logging
debris in streams, 9 stream blockages to
fish migration, 5 gravel removal and min-
ing operations, and 2 water right ap-
plications.

* * *

The general elk season appears to
have resulted in a normal harvest of
animals in most areas, both in bulls and
antlerless elk. However, in some western
Oregon areas, elk hunters were ham-
pered by lack of access caused by Colum-
bus Day blowdowns.

Tomorrow's Hunting
(Continued from Page 5)

with constructive programs a reasonable
access to hunting areas can be main-
tained.

Nearly all of Oregon's access prob-
lems are the direct result of abuses the
landowner has suffered from either wild-
life or recreationists. As previously
pointed out, a landowner who awakens
to the fact that his land is producing
more deer than cows has a real incentive
to capitalize on the deer, and the land-
owner who finds cut fences, dead live-
stock, and littered property during hunt-
ing season logically feels that the users
should help repair the damage.

It, therefore, follows that if the people
of Oregon want to continue to enjoy the
landowner's hospitality during hunting
seasons, they will have to show greater
respect for his rights both in terms of
their personal conduct while hunting and
in terms of the abundance of game they
expect to be produced on his property.

More aggressive enforcement, manage-
ment, and educational programs and an
expansion of services to landowners are
essential.

In conclusion, the future of hunting
rests with the people of Oregon, and
particularly the 300,000 persons who
directly participate in hunting. They will
either awaken to the fact that both wild-
life numbers and hunter conduct will be
compatible with other land uses or, as
in Europe, hunting will become the sport

January 15 Deadline
Emergency Hunt Lists

(Continued from Page 2)
will be held to establish the order of
eligibility for each county. This list will
not be published but will be available
for inspection at Game Commission re-
gional offices and the Portland head-
quarters.

If a season is authorized, hunters will
be called on short notice. A hunter who
refuses to participate when called auto-

: matically is moved to the bottom of the
list and the next hunter in line will be
called. Actual experience during the past
few years indicates there is little chance
for a hunter to be called. However, to
have this chance if it does arise, a
hunter's name must be on the list.

Pheasant hunting the latter part of
the season yielded more birds. Late
season hunters checked in Malheur
County averaged 2.3 birds each com-
pared to 1.5 the opening week end.
Chukar hunting, though, declined after
the fall rains scattered the birds.

of kings and beyond the means of the
average citizen.

The Game Commission is fully aware
of the challenges ahead, and will make
full use of the authority and financial
means delegated to it for the promotion
of Oregon's wildlife resources and hunt-
ing opportunities, but it cannot do the
job alone. The understanding and co-
operation of the people of Oregon are
the essential forces.

Game biologist Dan Eastman checks bitterbrush during annual winter
survey of game conditions. (Photo by Bill Jenkins)
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