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The Cover
Facetiously called the "River Queen" by

fellow workers, this self-cleaning fish trap
is an invention of Dick Humphreys, Game
Commission biologist. Here it is used to trap
and mark juvenile salmon and steelhead in
the Grande Ronde River as part of a cooper-
ative evaluation study of salmon and steel-
head production in the Columbia River
system. The trap operates more efficiently
than previous models and saves many man-
hours in cleaning traps.

(PHOTO BY MILT GUYMON)

BULLETIN
HUNTER SAFETY

TRAINING PROGRAM
Instructors Approved

Months of August and
September 125

Total to Date (Corrected) 3,323

Students Trained
Months of August and

September 6,430
Total to Date 116,051

Firearms Casualties Reported in 1967
Fatal 3
Nonfatal 28

GAME BULLETIN GOES
MONTHLY AGAIN

Beginning with January 1968 issue,
the Game Commission Bulletin will re-
sume its status as a monthly publication.
Cut back to a bi-monthly in 1964 for
financial reasons, the recent license in-
crease makes it possible again to issue
the Bulletin once a month.
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1968 ANGLING
REGULATIONS

The Game Commission at its Novem-
ber 3 hearing considered angling regula-
tions for 1968, with final action sched-
uled for Thursday, November 16. The
official synopsis of the regulations will
be available at license agencies and Com-
mission offices the first part of January.

JUBILEE LAKE FILLING
Construction of the Jubilee Meadows

impoundment in the Umatilla National
Forest was completed this fall. The new
lake will be allowed to fill with water
during the winter months and is expected
to be ready to receive plants of tegal-
sized trout in time for the 1968 summer
fishing season. Large fingerlings also will
be released. Built by the Game Commis-
sion in cooperation with the U.S. Forest
Service, the dam will impound about 100
surface acres of water to a maximum
depth of 50 feet. It is the sixth impound-
ment constructed by the Commission spe-
cifically for public fishing.

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER
CALENDAR
Nov. 5 Western Oregon deer season

closes
Nov. 5 Western Oregon blue and

ruffed grouse season closes
Rocky Mt. elk season closes
Brant season opens
Roosevelt elk season closes
Turkey season open in Wasco
Unit
NW Agricultural extended
deer season
Pheasant season closes
Western Oregon quail season
closes
Eastern Oregon chukar and
Hungarian partridge season
open
Eastern Oregon valley and
mountain quail season open
Waterfowl season open
Snipe season closes
Polk - Willamette extended
deer season
Bear season closes (where
classified as game)

Nov. 19
Nov. 21
Nov. 22
Nov. 20-22

Nov. 25-
Dec. 3

Nov. 26
Nov. 26

Nov.-Dec.

Nov.-Dec.

Nov.-Dec.
Dec. 9
Dec. 9-31

Dec. 31

Senate Bill 8 Becomes Law
Sportsmen of Oregon will be inter-

ested to learn of the provisions of a new
law passed in the recent session of the
legislature. Senate Bill 8 became Chapter
567, Oregon Laws 1967, and took effect
September 13, 1967. This law requires
that anyone removing materials from the
bed or banks of any natural waterway
in Oregon must first obtain a permit from
the State Land Board and applies to every
department of government, political sub-
division, private industry, and individual
property owner. Permits are required for
removing materials from all lakes, rivers,
streams, and creeks irrespective of the
ownership or status of navigability.

Exceptions to the law occur when the
removal of materials is from private mill
ponds and drainage or irrigation ditches,
or when the quantity removed is less than
5i0 cubic yards in any calendar year. The
Army Corps of Engineers is also excluded
when acting in the interest of navigation.
The law applies only to gravel removal;
stream channelization work where mate-
rial is not removed would not be included.

The new law was passed in order to
achieve the protection and best use of
the water resources of the state. These
resources include not only the water but
the materials forming the beds and banks
which are the spawning and rearing
areas for food and game fish.

Uncontrolled removal of gravel by
some firms and individuals has resulted
in destruction of much valuable fish habi-

tat and has restricted certain sport fish-
eries.

Under the new law, the Oregon Game
Commission, Fish Commission of Oregon,
the State Sanitary Authority, and other
resource agencies are notified by the
State Land Board upon receipt of an ap-
plication for a permit. Fishery biologists
and others then have an opportunity to
inspect the site and examine the plan for
gravel removal. Recommendations de-
signed to minimize the damage to the
fishery resource are then submitted to
the State Land Board for consideration
as conditions of the permit.

An applicant whose application has
been denied or who objects to any of the
conditions imposed in the permit may
appeal to the State Water Resources
Board, the agency delegated to resolve
such disputes.

This law should provide a real thrust
to reduce the damage to fish habitat
caused by careless gravel operations. It
complements recent legislation strength-
ening the role of the State Sanitary Au-
thority and the new water quality stand-
ards for Oregon adopted June 1, 1967.
This in part represents Oregon's answer
to the nationwide demand to "do some-
thing" about water pollution.

More specific information regarding
this law may be obtained from the State
Land Board, 20 Agriculture Building,
Salem, Oregon 97310; phone 364-2171,
Extension 255.
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"IF MY WIFE AND I ARE FISHING
from a boat, she catches 12 fish and I

e catch 8 in the legal size limits under 12
inches (a total of 20 fish), are we violat-
ing the law? If I have killed my deer, can
I legally help the others in my party kill
theirs? What are you going to do about
the deer that are eating my strawberry
plants? What are the snow conditions in
the Starkey area and have the elk moved
down yet? How many bighorn sheep do
we have in the state of Oregon and what
year were they reintroduced? Are guides
required by law when hunting big game
in Canada? What are the license fees for
hunting antelope in Wyoming? Is it per-
missible to transport another person's
deer if he is not with me? What are the
clamming regulations for the state of
Washington?"

Inquiries of this type are received by
the Game Commission via telephone, let-
ters, telegrams, and personal contacts.
They run into the thousands annually and
I might add in about as many varieties,
coming from all over the United States,
some provinces in Canada, and many for-
eign countries.

A typical day might start out some-
thing like this.

"Can you tell me . . . When does the
trout season open on the Deschutes
River? What are the bag limits for sal-
mon on the Columbia and Willamette
Rivers? Can I use live fish for bait while
fishing for crappies on Sauvie Island?
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By Lloyd Smith

Can I hunt elk with 25-20 rifle? Is it legal
to hunt deer with a cross bow during
a special archery season? Why isn't the
Sandy River posted as being closed to
trout fishing below Brightwood Bridge?
I received a citation for fishing in it
last Sunday. I didn't know it was closed.
What is the bag limit for trout on Pam-
elia Lake?"

The majority of persons making in-
quiries of this type, when given the
answer and told to be sure and check

More often than not when you call
the Game Commission office in Port-
land, you will be connected to an ex-
tension on which a voice says, "In-
formation, Smith speaking." If this
be the case, you have been referred to
one of the most knowledgeable men
on Commission operations and fishing
and hunting in the entire organization.
Lloyd Smith, who previously worked
in a number of capacities in the field
for the Commission, has, for the past
51/2 years, handled a major share of
the telephone inquiries received at the
Portland office. Except at peak peri-
ods of inquiry, he is able to relieve
most other staff specialists of this
task. His wide knowledge of the state
and the experience he has gained on
the job now prove invaluable in con-
ducting this important phase of the
Commission's activities.

gs-4
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the regulations for other questions that
may arise, will reply: "I don't have one,"
"My wife forgot to pick one up," or "I
had one but misplaced it." We urge every-
one planning to go fishing or hunting to
obtain a copy of the current regulations
at any one of the 1,200 license agencies
located throughout the state, this office,
or from any of the five regional offices,
and study them carefully. Many a well
planned and otherwise successful and
enjoyable outing has been ruined because
someone in the party received a citation
for a law he didn't know existed. He
hadn't checked the regulations. Ignorance
of the regulations governing fishing and
hunting is not a sufficient excuse to ex-
empt a person from receiving a citation.

"CAN YOU TELL ME . . . If you
have the games of careers and monopoly
in stock and what do they cost?" This
question, of course, was the logical one
for this junior citizen to ask of the Game
Commission. Surely the Game Commis-
sion has responsibility for all "games."

"Can you tell me . . . What the water
and weather conditions are at Chickahom-
iny Reservoir? If the snow geese have
arrived at Summer Lake and what camp-
ing facilities are available there? What
the snow conditions in the Troy area are
and have the elk moved down yet? What
the conditions of the streams are on the
coast and if there are any new steelhead
in? When the ponds in West Delta area

(Continued on Page 7)
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Lower Grande Ronde River as seen from the Flora road.

Steelhead Fishing
Grande Ronde River

By Ken Witty
District Biologist

Angler fishing a hole at mouth of Mud Creek on
the lower Grande Ronde River.

NOT MANY YEARS AGO THE only
people familiar with the fine steelhead
angling on the Grande Ronde River were
residents of northeastern Oregon. How-
ever, in the last few years several feature
stories have appeared in national sport-
ing magazines concerning this now fa-
mous steelhead stream. Where is it lo-
cated and what has caused this surge in
interest?

The Grande Ronde River system is
located in northeast Oregon and south-
east Washington. The river heads in Ore-
gon at Grande Ronde Lake in the Elkhorn
Mountains west of Baker. The stream
flows in a general northeast direction
toward the Snake River above Lewiston,
Idaho and collects such major tributaries
as Catherine Creek, Lookingglass Creek,
Wallowa River, Wenaha River, and Jo-
seph Creek on its way.

Perhaps the first interest in steelhead
angling began when people learned that
bright steelhead, just like those in the
coastal streams, could be caught in the
Grande Ronde River 500 miles from the
ocean during the fall and early winter
months. Also, it is extremely sporting to
fish the Grande Ronde in the fall since
the water is quite low and clear and the
fisherman can see the fish charge his fly,
lure, or bait. While the steelhead can be
caught on lures, artificial flies and grass-

hoppers seem to be the best means of
catching these silvery fish in the fall.
During the spring season, bait and lures
produce the best results. By March, the
fish are quite dark and do not give the
angler much of a fight. With the present
regulations, the steelhead season is open
except from April 1 to June 1. Actually,
the fish are not in the river until Sep-
tember and sometimes not until mid-
September if the weather is hot and dry.
These fish are commonly called summer
steelhead because they move into the Co-
lumbia River in June, July, and August.

The majority of the fall steelhead
angling takes place in the lower reaches
of the river, actually the lower 15 miles
in Oregon and the 36 miles of river in
Washington. Anglers can expect very
nice weather in October with some fall
rains improving the water conditions. In
the spring, a fisherman can expect rain
and even snow anytime.

The lower river has a level course
lazy riffles and deep poolsvery little
brush and many rubble bars. The width
of the stream varies from 90 to 150 feet
and the depth varies from shallow riffles
to pools 10 feet or more in depth. Grassy
canyons are the predominate feature of
the landscape. The Grande Ronde Canyon
is approximately 3,000 feet deep.

Access to the lower Grande Ronde
River in Oregon is by the road upriver

via the town of Wallowa, or the third
road from Flora. All the roads are grav-
eled. Troy, located at the mouth of the
Wenaha River, is the only town on the
lower Grande Ronde. There is a store
and cafe where supplies can be obtained.

In early November, the fall rains gen-
erally come, and drift boaters can capi-
talize on the steelhead fishing. A good
boat trip is to drift down to Troy either
from Minam where the Minam and Wal-
lowa Rivers meet or from Rondowa where
the Wallowa and Grande Ronde Rivers
meet. From Minam the total distance to
Troy is 46 miles, and from Minam to Ron-
dowa by river it is 10 miles. Most of the
journey is made in a semi-wilderness area
where no roads are visible from the river.

An average sized steelhead caught in
the fall is about 5 to 6 pounds, but fish
run to 34 inches or larger. Occasionally,
a fish will be caught which will be in
full spawning colors, but by and large
most of the fish will be quite bright. Cold
water can cause the fish to be on the
doggy side; but most often, especially
after fall rains, the fish will give a good
fight.

In recent years more intensive man-
agement practices have been conducted
on the Grande Ronde River system. The
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principal activities until two years ago
had been to set catch regulations, screen
irrigation canals, and attempt to protect
stream habitat against impacts of log-
ging and agricultural practices. In 1966,
the first foreign steelhead were intro-
duced into the system. Actually, the fish
were brought in as eggs and placed in
simple incubation channels, and the fry
from the eggs were released into the
river. In 1967, 3,300,000 steelhead eggs
were placed in incubation channels, and
about a 50 percent hatch was realized
from the eggs. Also, in 1967, 29,400 finger-
ling steelhead from the Snake River were
released into the Wallowa River.

Increased management activity on the
Grande Ronde has become necessary to
maintain the fine quality of steelhead
fishing for which the river is noted. It
becomes obvious that as the fishing
pressure increases, more fish are needed
to satisfy the anglers. So far the catch
rate has remained fairly constant, but
increased angler activity will increase
the hours per fish. To demonstrate what
the recent publicity has done, the 1966
catch in Oregon increased by 500 fish
over all previous years.

Completion of several more dams on
the Columbia and Snake Rivers will in-
crease the loss of both downstream and
upstream migrants. Thermal pollution,
as well as the dams themselves, may be-
come a major cause of direct mortality.
In a few years Little Goose, Lower Gran-
ite and Asotin dams, in addition to
Bonneville, The Dalles, John Day, Mc-
Nary, Ice Harbor and Lower Monumental
will present obstacles to the migration
patterns of the Grande Ronde steelhead.

A recent research study to determine
the success of juvenile salmon and steel-
head passage to the ocean showed that
at times up to one-half of the smolts may
not have survived the journey past four
dams existing at that timeabove Ice
Harbor to below Bonneville. The serious-
ness of the situation most likely will in-
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crease after completion of the remaining
authorized projects on the lower Snake
and Columbia Rivers.

The problem may be impossible to
solve; but with our increasing knowledge
of artificial methods to assist nature,
the problem may be overcome. Surely,
the success demonstrated with the return
of winter steelhead from hatcheries on
the coastal streams may be enlightening
to our problem with long-range summer
steelhead.

The Game Commission has spent a
considerable amount of effort in screen-
ing irrigation canals so that downstream
migrant steelhead will not be lost on the
irrigated fields. There are well over 100
rotary fish screens on the Grande Ronde
River system alone. Also, physical stream

surveys are being conducted to catalogue
the physical aspects of each tributary to
determine the biological potential for
spawning and rearing steelhead in each
tributary as well as the main rivers. This
involves walking or wading each mile of
every stream. It is important to know
the potential of the stream before an
intensive management program can be
initiated.

Certainly, a strong effort will be made
to maintain the fine steelhead angling for
which the Grande Ronde River is noted.
Improving the fish habitat and more
knowledge about migration patterns,
causes of mortality, the place for intro-
duced steelhead in the program should
help keep the Grande Ronde River a good
place to go steelhead fishing.

Fish screens are important in the Grande Ronde basin to keep fish out of Young steelhead are marked before release. Anglers can cooperate by
irrigation canals. reporting marked fish caught.



On guard.

Pictures by Ron Shay

At peace with the world.

Governor Tom McCall signs bill authorizing the Game Commission to
regulate cougar as a game animal. Observers are Representative Roger
Martin, sponsor of the bill; Ron Shay, the Commission's assistant chief
of information and education; and the one with the most personal

interest, a baby cougar from the Portland Zoo.

COUGAR
THE COUGAR has come into its own and gained the status of

a game species in Oregon. The Game Commission at its September
meeting declared it a game animal and provided a closed season for
at least a year pending further study. Authority for such action
is granted in a law passed at the 1967 legislative session. Provision
for damage control is made by allowing landowners to kill cougar
causing damage to property or livestock.

Although cougar once were found in all the mountainous areas
of Oregon, its decline in numbers in past years aroused the concern
of those interested in preventing the species from becoming extinct.
Bounties on cougar in various amounts existed from 1843, when the
Territorial Government offered a bounty on all predators, until
1961 when the bounty was repealed by the legislature.

When the time comes to allow regulated hunting, the cougar
will now be sought as a value(' trophy animal.

Showing off his best side.



Can You Tell Me?
(Continued from Page 3)

will be restocked, when we can start
fishing, and what size fish and species
are you planting?" To answer questions
of this type, we must constantly maintain
close communications via telephone, tele-
gram, and mail with all Commission per-
sonnel throughout the state.

"Can you tell me . . . If I have my
land posted to `No Hunting,' can I legally
hunt on it myself? If our daughter (13
years old) is fishing in a trout stream
and the lands on both sides are posted
with 'No Trespassing Allowed' signs, do
the owners of this land have a legal right
to throw rocks at her to force her out of
the area even if she is wading in the
stream? How much schooling is required
by law for a juvenile to qualify for a
hunter safety certificate? If I am cited for
a big game violation, can the enforcement
officer legally confiscate the equipment
that was used in this offense? If I am
returning with my party from a deer
hunting trip and in the vehicle is an il-
legally killed deer, shot by someone other
than myself, and we are stopped by a
State Police road block, could I legally
be cited along with the person that actu-
ally killed the deer? Are law enforcement
officers within their legal rights to search
your car, tent, or trailer house without
a search warrant?" These questions are
of a statutory nature and the answers
are in the game code, available upon re-
quest from this office or any one of
the five regional offices. Having a thor-
ough knowledge of the statutes is essen-
tial to properly answer queries of this
kind.

"Can you tell me . . . What the angl-
ing license fees are in British Columbia?
What is the name and address of the
director of the Minnesota Department of
Conservation? What are the hunting sea-
son dates for caribou and moose in Alas-
ka? Is a fire closure in effect at the
present time in the Deschutes National
Forest in the vicinity of Bend? What are
the commercial netting season dates for
the Columbia River? Are smelt running
in the Cowlitz River in Washington? If
so, what are the license requirements and
bag limits? Where and what time does
the Rose Festival Parade start? On what
day will the county parks open? Will the
fire closure on Tillamook Burn be lifted
for the opening of the general deer sea-
son? Do we need a Warm Springs Indian
permit to fish on the Metolius arm of the
Round Butte Reservoir (Lake Billy Chi-

/P nook); and if so, where do we obtain it?"

Although the above questions do not
pertain directly to the activities of the
GAME BULLETIN

Oregon Game Commission, many of them
can be and are answered by referring to
material in our files. Of necessity, others
may be referred to another organization
or agency for a reply.

"Can you tell me . . . Where Rim
County is located in Oregon?" The reply
to the lady was: "I'm sorry, ma'm, there
is no county in the state of Oregon by
that name." There was a long pause on
the other end of the line; then came this
inquiry. "Well then, sir, can you tell me
what county is located next to it?" It was
explained again that Rim County did not
exist in the state of Oregon. Then came
the courteous reply. "Oh, thank you, sir.
You have been most helpful." Inquiries
such as this, whether the person is serious
or is trying to pull our leg, which we will
probably never know, throw a little
spice into the day's work.

"CAN YOU TELL ME . . . Where I
can go to kill an elk? Where can I catch
a limit of steelhead? Where could I go
hunting deer and be sure of getting one?
Where can I catch a big chinook?" These
questions are some of the more difficult
ones to answer, especially when coming
from an inexperienced hunter or fisher-
man, as most of them do. We can and will
gladly provide general information as to
location, habitat, and conditions of areas
where the fish and game are found. From
there on, success depends a great deal on
the person having the ability and knowl-
edge of how and when to hunt or fish
the area and full knowledge of his equip-
ment and how to use it.

Many people have a misconception of
the sport of fishing and hunting. Some
believe that if you purchase a gun, shells,
and the necessary hunting license and
tags, go into a timbered or brushy area
(even hunting from the road), you should
be able to bag a deer, elk, or whatever
your license permits you to take. Others
believe that by purchasing a fishing li-
cense, rod, line, etc., and going to the
nearest stream, a limit of trout, steelhead,
or salmon can be taken in a short period
of time. This is a false impression. The
sport of hunting and fishing and being
successful at it is similar to participating
in other types of recreation, whether it
be baseball, basketball, bowling, or ten-
nis. Each one of these, along with fish-
ing and hunting, requires a considerable
amount of practice, patience, and experi-
ence.

Another spicer, from a soft feminine
voice: "Can you tell me . . . Is it legal
to hunt bear (? ? ?) in the coast range
this time of year?" Our answer: "Yes,
ma'm, it is." Then came this pert reply:
"Oh, I'm so pleased as you see I'm a
member of a nudist colony." Another one:
"Was my husband's number drawn in the
antelope tag drawing." When advised that
it was not, the response was, "Oh, good,
now I can go see 'Hello Dolly'." An
antelope tag costs $5.

A record is kept of the number of
calls and number and type of questions
received each day. By referring to these
records throughout the following year,

Continued on Page 8

PRONGHORN ANTELOPE

Commission uses a variety of pamphlets to answer requests for information on wildlife.
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Can You Tell Me?
(Continued from Page '1)

we have a pretty good idea of the type
of questions and in what volume they
can be anticipated. Such records are also
useful in timing the release of new ma-
terial that, when used by the various
news media, may lessen the number of
inquiries that might otherwise be re-
ceived.

IN 1966, 21,700 PHONE CALLS were
received at the special telephone inquiry
desk with 43,993 questions answered.
These figures do not include inquiries
received from persons coming into my.
office, which totaled more than 2,000
in the -same period. Nor do they include
the many thousands of calls, by tele-
phone and otherwise, handled by other
people in the headquarters office.

In addition to the telephone inquiries
and personal contacts, many thousands
of written requests for information are
processed through this desk. The major-
ity of these can be answered by providing
appropriate literature; others require a
written response.

I, and others at the Portland office,
try to provide you with requested infor-
mation as quickly and reliably as possible.
There are times, not too frequently, when
the volume becomes so great that delays
are inevitable. The most recent experi-
ence of this kind was generated by the
action to postpone the opening of the
deer hunting season. Seldom, if ever, in
the Commission's history has there been
such a volume of telephone calls in a
relatively short period of time. We did
our best and will continue to do so even
when the inquiry is, "Please send me
some information."

FAR TRAVELLING
STURGEON

A green sturgeon, tagged by the Game
Commission in the lower Columbia River
near Astoria on August 9, 1966, was
caught by a commercial fisherman at the
mouth of Fraser River in British Colum-
bia in late August of this yearone year
and six days later. This is the longest
journey recorded for a sturgeon and the
first tagged fish recovered outside of the
Columbia system. Fish are tagged in con-
nection with the study of the history and
migration of Columbia River sturgeon,
now in its fourth year.

The California Murre
THE CALIFORNIA MURRE is un-

doubtedly the most abundant sea bird
along the Pacific coast of North America,
ranging from the Bering Sea in the north
to southern California waters. It spends
the entire year in this area but is most
frequently observed during the spring
and summer months when large breeding
colonies assemble on offshore rocks and
precipitous headlands. Only during this
period does the murre leave the open sea.

In Oregon, spectacular concentrations
of these stately birds can readily be ob-
served on Three Arch Rocks at Ocean-
side, near Arch Cape, and on other off-
shore rocks.

In coloration the murre strongly re-
sembles the formally attired penguin as
it stands erect on feet set well back on
the body. Its head, neck, back, and wings
are dark in contrast with white under-
parts. It is much smaller than most spe-
cies of penguins, and when swimming
resembles a small duck with a long
pointed bill.

The murre makes no attempt at nest
building but selects an irregular surface
on a rock ledge or island on which to lay
a single egg. No two eggs in a murre
colony are alike in color or markings but
all are pear-shaped and sharply tapered
to prevent their rolling from the rocks.
Colors vary from pure white to light
green and dark blue, with many brown-
and black scrawls and blotches. These \-
colors and markings are specific for indi-
vidual birds and assist them in locating
their own egg among the thousands at
each rookery.

When in pursuit of food, the murre
literally flies through the water. Its wings
as well as feet are used to propel the bird
under water at a high rate of speed. Small
fishes are easily captured and make up
most of the diet, but crustaceans, worms,
and other animal life are also eaten.
These marine species are of little com-
mercial value, and utilization by the large
colonies of sea birds does not compete
with the fishing industry.C. E. KEBBE

SHRIMP TRANSPLANT PROJECT FINISHED
The Commission's three-year opossum

shrimp transplant project was completed
this fall with the capture of more than
1,106,000 this year from the Waterton
Lakes area in Alberta. About 900,000 had
been transplanted the two previous years.

Lakes stocked with the shrimp to aug-
ment food supply for trout are Wallowa,
Waldo, Big Cultus, Timothy, Detroit,
Odell, Miller, Fourmile, Olive, and Ice,
the latter a high pack-in lake in the
Wallowa mountains.
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