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Surf fishermen near Bayocean. 

Pholo by R. C. Holloway 

HUNTER SAFETY 

TRAINING PROGRAM 

Instructors Approved 

Month of April ------------------------ 43 
Total to Date ---------------------------- 3,491 

Students Trained 

Month of April ------------------------ 1,230 
Total to Date ---------------------------- 122,699 

Firearms Casualties Reported in 1968 

Fatal------------------------------------------ 3 

Nonfatal ---------------------------------- 7 

EDITOR'S NOTE: 
Oregon's coast provides a variety of 

fishing and clamming opportunities. The 
salmon fishery and razor clam digging 
usually take the spotlight. In an effort to 
expand the vistas of shoreline recreation- 
ists, we've devoted this issue to some of 
the lesser publicized activities. We hope 
this may point the way to some new coast- 
al adventures. 

Sportsmen 

Sack Litter 
Some 40 sportsmen from seven Port- 

land area clubs recently took part in a 
clean-up campaign on Sauvie Island re- 
cently. For five hours the group picked 
up beer cans, pop bottles, paper plates 
and general refuse left by picknickers, 
fishermen and other recreationists. 

Actually, the area covered was rather 
small including Willow Bar beach, two 
smaller beaches nearby and several foot- 
bridge areas. However, the amount of 
litter cleaned up was far from small. The 
group collected 105 gunny sacks of debris 
during the session! 

Sportsmen's groups represented in the 
clean-up included members from the 
Brotherhood of Boosters Rod & Gun 
Club, Oregon Bass & Panfish Club, West- 
em Rod & Reel, Multnomah Anglers & 
Hunters, Portland Spin Fishing Club, Mil- 
waukie Rod & Gun Club, and a member 
from the Mazamas. 

MORE WOLVERINE SEEN 

The third sighting of a wolverine in 
Oregon in more than 50 years was made 
last fall by game biologist, Bob Jubber. 
The animal was seen in the Waldo Lake 
area of the Cascades. Jubber walked with- 
in 60 or 70 feet of the animal and esti- 
mated it to weigh around 25 to 30 pounds. 

Thought to be extinct since the last one 
reported killed in 1912, the wolverine 
became news when one was shot and 
killed n o r t h of Three Fingered Jack 
Mountain in September 1965. A short 
time later another wolverine was spotted 
and identified in the same general area. 

The wolverine is a stout-bodied animal, 
short-legged, and resembles a cross be- 
tween a skunk and a bear. Tail is long 
and bushy; head is broad with short ears. 
Its feet are large with long, stout claws. 
Color is brownish to black, grizzled, with 
a yellowish stripe extending down the 
sides and across the rump. 

The wolverine is a protected species 
now and may not be shot or trapped. 

PIGEON & DOVE HEARING 
On June 7 at 9:00 a.m., the Game 

Commission will hold a public hearing 
to discuss the 1968 pigeon and dove sea- 
sons. The hearing will be held at the 
Commission's Portland office at S. W. 
17th and Alder. 

HEAD INTO 
THE WAVES 

If waves are high, head 
your boat at an angle 
towards the waves at 
slow speed. 
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FINAL BIG GAME 
REGULATIONS TO BE SET 

Final big game regulations for 1968 
will be set following a hearing on June 7. 
Opening dates were set earlier including 
October 5 for the general deer season, 
November 2 for the Rocky Mountain elk 
season and November 16 for the Roose- 
velt elk season. 

Other dates, season lengths and bag 
limits will be finalized the 7th. The big 
game regulations synopsis will be avail- 
able about the middle of July. 

FISH WAIT TO BE CAUGHT 
A great number of warm-water fish are 

waiting to be caught in the Tenmile 
Lakes. The lake system is to be chemically 
treated this fall. Truck loads of the fish 
are being hauled to other areas, but tre- 
mendous numbers still remain. These will 
all be killed by the treatment this fall, 
so if you want some good eating and 
family fun try a trip to Tenmile for cat- 
fish, perch, etc. 

WATCH 

THE WEATHER 
Head for shore before 
a storm breaks. If 
caught out, seat pas- 
sengers on floor. 
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BAY AND OCEAN WATERS along 
our coast offer a variety of sport fishing 
opportunities, many of which are over- 
looked by the average angler. Most pub- 
licized, of course, are the many opportuni- 
ties to fish for salmon in offshore waters. 
This is a fishery that is attracting a grow- 
ing number of anglers each year. From 
Astoria on the north to Brookings on the 
south, coastal ports are crowded with 
salmon anglers from mid-June into Sep- 
tember. Millions of dollars have been in- 
vested in mooring facilities and related 
services to handle this important recrea- 
tional industry. Fishery management 
agencies are conducting extensive hatch- 

P'ery and habitat improvement programs 
designed to produce more salmon for the 
recreational and commercial fisheries, and 
the results of these efforts are reflected 
in the excellent returns that have been 
obtained in recent years. This is a fishery 
that publicizes itself. 

There are other fisheries, not so well 
known, on which comparatively little 
effort and money have been expended 
that offer rewarding fishing experiences 
for the novice and expert angler alike. 

Salmon anglers looking over their catch after 
.. .--. £___ __ __L___ L:.L:__ 

These are the opportunities that exist to 
take one or more of the many species of 
rock, surf and bay fishes found in the 
ocean and in the bays. These gamy resi- 
dents of salt and brackish water are rei- 
atively unknown to most anglers, but once 
you get acquainted, the lure of creeling 
these colorful and tasty marine dwellers 
is difficult to resist. Let's take a look at 
some of the many opportunities that await 
you. 

At the mouth of the Columbia the 
entire length of the south jetty is a good 
place to test your skill. You can get to the 
jetty and to what is known as the "Rock 
Pile" on the Columbia River side of the 
jetty by an access road. Once on the jetty, 
you have your hands full scrambling over 
the rocks, but the piscatorial rewards that 
await you are worth all of the effort. 
South of the Columbia, along the razor 
dam beaches, you can often enjoy excel- 
lent sea perch fishing at and off the 
better clam digging bars. A short distance 
farther south, the Nehalem jetty and the 
lower part of Nehalem Bay provide good 
"bottom" fishing in the summer months 
when trout fishing in adjacent streams is 
at a low ebb. 

Tillamook County abounds with oppor- 
tunities to take flounder, perch, rockfish, 
and other tasty bottom fish. They can be 
taken from a boat in the bays or in the 
ocean or by fishing from the bank or 
beach. On Tillamook Bay, some of the 
more popular spots are the box culvert 
on Highway 101 about one mile north of 
Bay City, Hobinsville Point, the Painted 
Rocks about a half mile north of Gari- 
baldi and at a point along 101 about a 
mile south of Barview. You might also 
try the old cannery site on the Bayocean 
road and also the dike road in that area. 
At Netarts Bay, try the main channel from 
a boat or from the bank, try the rocks 
near the boat ramp. Fresh shrimp, sand 
crabs, clam necks, and kelpworms are 
preferred baits. 

Offshore bottom fish angling is excel- 

lent during May and June at Cape Ki- 
wanda and Garibaldi, and fishing from 
the headlands and in the surf south to 
the Salmon River can prove interesting. 
Surf anglers normally have best success 
at low tide or about two hours before 
high tide. You can't always depend on 
this, however. 

There are so many good places to fish 
in the bays and along the north central 
coast that it is difficult to describe all of 
them. Although access is somewhat diffi- 
cult, you can get some good action on 
flounder and perch on Salmon River and 
Bay from Highway 101 bridge down. 
Siletz Bay offers some excellent perch and 
flounder fishing on outgoing tides and at 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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CLAM DIGGING IS FUN . . . but it is no sport for the fastidious. 
Sand to the elbows, soggy clothes, and muddy boots are a natural part 
of clamming. 

Exercise, fresh air, the shared excitement of an unusual find, and 
the harvesting of the makings of a delicious chowder or other seafood 
dish are among the rewards of this down to earth sport. Better yet, 
no special equipment is required. Your ordinary garden variety shovel 
and a bucket or sack in which to put the catch and you are in business. 

Where to go is no special problem. Between Nehalem Bay on the 
north and the mouth of the Coquille to the south there are 12 major 
bay clam producing areas totaling over 40,000 acres. In addition to 
Nehalem and Coquille Bays, these include Tillamook, Netarts, Nestucca. 
Siletz, Yaquina, Alsea, Siuslaw, Umpqua and Coos Bays. 

The exact digging technique may vary but reduced to its simplest 
elements it consists essentially of finding an open clam hole exposed 
by a low tide and digging the creature out. Experience is the best teacher 
but if you can find an old hand at the game you can shorten the process 
by watching and asking. 

Armed with a bit of know-how, preparing clams for the table is a 

cinch. Try dropping the animal into boiling water for 10 to i 5 seconds 
and then into cold water. The shell will pop open and it's then a simple 
matter to run a knife blade down the inside surface of the shell, cutting 
the paired adductor muscles that are attached to both sides of the 
inner surface of the shell. 

Cut the dark tip off the siphon or neck, split open along its full 
length and wash thoroughly to remove sand. Remove the dark portion 
at the base of the foot or digger and discard this dark mass. 

Most bay clams go into chowder or fritters but they can also be 
fried. One way is to dip in well beaten egg and roll in cracker crumbs 
or flour. Fry in hot fat for a total of i ½ minutes. Longer cooking makes 
them too tough to handle. 

No license is required to dig clams for personal use. The limit of 
bay clams is the first 36 dug regardless of size except that only 12 
gaper or horse clams may be included in the daily bag limit. The 
possession limit is no more than two daily bag limits in seven consecu- 
tive days. 

Copies of the regulations on Personal Use Harvest of Shellfish and 
a booklet entitled "Bay Clams of Oregon" may be obtained by writing 
to: Oregon Fish Commission, 307 State Office Building, Portland, 
Oregon 97201. 

- - By Morne Naggiar 
Oregon Fish Commission 
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1-A nice take of razor clams. Personal use bag limit or 
is the first 24 dug regardless of size. lt is illegal to 
any clam dug, whether it is broken in digging or ot 
considered unsatisfactory. 

CLAM 
4 & 5-Cockles are found on top of the mud or only 

flats are prime cockle grounds. You rr 
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2-Center of Oregon's razor clam activity is the 18-mile stretch 3-A good butter clam bed, a mixture of sand, mud and shell, 
of beach between Tillamook Head and the Columbia. Other near Newport on Yaquina Bay. Digging is best at lowest 
razor clam spots are Voe Beach-Arch Cape Area, Cannon tides. 
Beach, Short Sand Beach, Beaver Creek S. of Newport , 

Bastendorf-Charleston near Sunset State Park, Whiskey Run 
near Charleston, and Meyers Creek near Gold Beach. 

4ÏNG . u u Mud &Water Fun 
n inch or so below. They are taken by raking with a special cockle rake. Eel grass 

ay find as many of them by stepping on them as you do by raking. 
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6-A mixed bag of bay clams : 1 . Cockle 2. Gaper 3. Sand 
Clam 4. Jackknife 5. Butter Clam 6. Littleneck 
7. Bentnose 8. Softshell 
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FISHING. . 

(Continued from Page 3) 

low slack. Best flounder fishing is found 
at the lower end of snag alley" about a 
mile below Highway 101. Perch fishing 
is best between the "alley" and the bridge 
and usually peaks in July. Tomcod are 
in the lower part of the bay most of the 
summer. 

Yaquina Bay is a hotspot for "bottom" 
anglers who are after perch and flounder. 
Perch fishing on an outgoing tide or 
slack is best from late May through Au- 
gust. Try the area from Kings Slough to 
above River Bend, Flounder fishing peaks 
in March and April, and best results are 
obtained above Kings Slough. On Alsea 
Bay there is a good perch fishery in the 
summer months from Highway 101 
bridge up to the mouth of Drift Creek. 
On this bay, fish for them on an incoming 
tide and at high slack. 

Boat trips out of Depoe and Yaquina 
bays can produce some top "bottom" fish- 
ing. Lingcod, red snapper, cabezon, and 
rock bass are available. Johnson Rock 
about ten miles southwest of Yaquina is 
an excellent bottom fishing area. So is 
the north reef at Yaquina and the rocky 
shoreline north and south of Depoe Bay, 
and the north and south reefs. In the 
ocean fishery, herring rigs are the most 
popular. 

Out to the sea in ships or perhaps fishing boats, 
Salmon lure the angler in the middle of the sum- 
mer, but various species of bottom and rockfish 

provide sport at other times of the year. 

There are many other jetty, surf, and 
rock fishing places along the north central 
coast. Just about any spot you pick may 
produce perch, greenling, cod, rock fish, 
flounder, or another of the more than 50 
species that may be taken by angling. 

There is more of the same as you go 
south along the coast. In the Florence area, 
Siuslaw Bay, its north and south jetties, 
and the rocky coastline from Heceta Head 
on north towards Yachats are the best 
bets. Perch and greenling are most corn- 
monly caught from the jetties and rocks. 
Most of the Siuslaw Bay catch is corn- 
prised of perch and flounder. Low or 
incoming tides are favored. 

At Coos Bay, try the rocky shore areas 
from the south jetty southward about 
three miles to Simpson Reef for green- 
ling, rockfish, and lingcod. In the sum- 
mer the surf is calm enough to allow safe 
access to the rocks. Recently a good perch 
fishery has developed along the sandy 
beach from Coos Bay to Tenmile Creek. 
A new access road has made this fishery 
readily available. If you want to try some- 
thing different, go to Mussel Beach about 
a mile south of the Coos Bay entrance and 
try to dip or net smelt when they are in 
the surf spawning. Spawning takes place 
off and on from early May to mid- 
September. Right across Coos Bay chan- 
nel is an area known locally as the "cribs." 
Boat angling here produces good catches 
of rockfish and flounder. 

A mixed bag of delicious tasting ocean fish. In- 
cluded are Iingcod, rockfish and flounder. 

At Bandon there is a fine perch fishery 
off the jetties, and most effort is during 
the summer months when the weather 
and surf are more apt to cooperate. 

(Continued on Page 7) 

Just fishing , , . The various docks, jetties and rocks can provide many hours of pleasant recreation 
and some fine eating if the fish cooperate. 



FISHING... 
(Continued from Page 6) 

On south along the coast to the Cali- 
fornia line there is more of the same. At 
the mouth of the Rogue the surf side of 
both the north and south jetties offer ex- 
cellent perch fishing from April to July. 
Herring and smelt are taken in the sum- 
mer near the landward end of the north 
jetty. The Rogue River Reef, about three 
miles northwest of the river mouth, offers 
fishing for lingcod, rockfish, and an oc- 
casional halibut from the deeper water 
on the west side. Best time to fish this 
area is March to July. North of Gold 
Beach, several miles of sandy beach are 
popular for perch fishing. Using a one- 
man seine along here in June and July 
may also produce some surf smelt. 

The jetties at the mouth of the Chetco 
can produce a variety of marine fish, with 
perch predominating. Boat anglers fishing 
off the mouth of the Chetco enjoy ex- 
cellent success on lingcod and rockfish 
around Pelican Island and House Rock. 
Both areas are about a mile northwest of 
the jetties. 

At Port Orford, local anglers are known 
to make good catches of smelt, greenling, 
perch, and rockfish from the dock and 
adjacent rocks. Late spring is the best bet. 

There are many, many other opportuni- 
ties along the coast to avail yourself of 
the bounty of the sea. Once you get the 
hang of it, you are hooked. You might 
even forget about the wonderful trout and 
salmon fishing that makes the Oregon 
coast a mecca for anglers from inside and 
outside the state. And if you really want 
to get away from it all, there are about 
60 miles of rocky coastline from Port 
Orford to the California line that are 
virtually untouched by sport anglers. The 
angler with a bent for exploration and 
solitude could very well uncover some 
spectacular fishing along this isolated 
stretch of the Oregon beach. 

DON'T OVERLOAD 
Seats do not indicate 
capacity. Two or three 
adults may be a full 
load under many con- 
ditions. 

The Western Gull 

LONG the Oregon coast the dark- 
mantled western gull is the most familiar 
and conspicuous of the ten species of 
gulls which regularly inhabit the sea- 
shore during various seasons of the year. 
It is a non-migratory bird, occupying a 
range which extends from northwestern 
Washington south to Baja California. 

All species of gulls are commonly re- 
ferred to as seagulls because of their 
affinity for the sea. Yet many forms are 
strictly inland birds, migrating to the 
coast only for the winter months. Of the 
three gulls which regularly summer in 
Oregon, Only the western gull is a true 
maritime species. It is the only gull which 
nests along the coast. The California and 
ring-billed gulls which winter in western 
Oregon are the common breeding gulls 
in the large marshes of eastern Oregon. 

The western gull can be distinguished 
from the many similar species of gulls by 
the dark, slate-blue back and wings which 
contrast sharply with the snowy white 
underparts. The pink feet and yellow bill 
with a red spot on the lower mandible are 
quite conspicuous. Young birds are a 
brownish-gray during the first winter, 
but by the second winter have acquired 
much of the white plumage of the adults. 

Although fish form a large part of the 
food supply, especially about its breeding 
grounds, the western gull is essentially 

a scavenger of the beaches, harbors, and 
garbage dumps. It quickly devours any 
dead fish or marine life that may wash 
ashore, and in the fall follows the runs 
of salmon up the coastal streams to feed 
on the spawned-out fish. 

One of the more interesting and intelli- 
gent performances of the bird is its habit 
of breaking open small clams by carrying 
them high in the air and dropping them 
with a high degree of accuracy on a rock, 
roadway, or other hard surface. As the 
clams are dropped, the gull quickly fol- 
lows, reaching the ground almost as soon 
as the missiles. 

In May the gulls assemble in large 
breeding colonies on most of the suitable 
offshore rocks from Curry to Clatsop 
County. The selected sites are usually lo- 
cared among or adjacent to colonies of 
nesting cormorants and murres, whose 
eggs and young are eaten the instant a 
nest is left unguarded. Gulls do not eat 
their own eggs nor do they raid the nests 
of cormorants after the murres have com- 
menced laying. 

Even though many nests of sea birds 
are destroyed by gulls each spring, there 
is little evidence to show that nest destruc- 
tion has caused a decline in any sea bird 
population. In most instances the victim 
merely lays more eggs and again starts 
its nesting activity. - - C. E. Kebbe 
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