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The Cover 
A member of the public audience assists in 

the drawing of an antlerless deer permit. More 
on the drawings in the center picture spread. 
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HUNTER SAFETY 
TRAINING PROGRAM 

Instructors Approved 
Month of July .......................... 21 
Total to Date .......................... 3,565 

Students Trained 
Month of July .......................... 526 
Total to Date .......................... 124,932 

Firearms Casualties Reported in 1968 

Fatal---------------------------------------- 4 
Nonfatal ---------------------------------- 16 

Sportsmen Have 
Follow-up Cleanup 

On August 3, 30 members from the 
Oregon Bass and Panfish Club, Muitno- 
mah Anglers and Hunters, Brotherhood 

of Boosters Rod and Gun Club, Milwau- 
kie Rod and Gun Club, Portland Spin 
Fishing Club, and the Western Rod and 
Reel Club again assembled at Sauvie 
Island to clean up a pair of the more 
popular fishing areas. 

Willow Bar and Walton Beach were 
the scenes of the action. Both of these 
locations which are on Game Commission 
land were cleaned by these same groups 
when they picked up 105 gunny sacks 
of litter in May of this year. 

Now, only three months later, the 
group loaded and hauled away to the 
dump three more heaping pickup truck 
loads of litter. Much of the paper litter 
was burned on the spot, but the main 
offenders, beer and pop bottles, had to be 
hauled away. 

A portion of the gunny sacked litter collected 
from two of the popular beach areas on Sauvie 
Island. Three months previously, the areas had 
been clean. 

New Lake, Land 
Exchange, Access To 
Benefit Outdoorsmen 

Fishermen in the near future will have. 
another new lake to test their angling skill 
as a result of a cooperative agreement 
with a private landowner in the construc- 
non of an irrigation impoundment. The 
new lake will be Willow Creek impound- 
ment located about i i miles west of 
Burns. The Commission will assist in the 
financing in return for guaranteed mini- 
mum pool for fish life. 

Fishermen will also benefit from the 
purchase of two access sites, one on Elk 
Creek near the city of Elkton on the 
Umpqua River and the other on the 
Salmon River about five miles to the 
east of Otis Junction. 

The Commission also approved the 
purchase of just over 226 acres of land 
at Furber Marsh which lies inside the 

Klamath Game Management Area. The 
purchase helps to round out this import- 
ant waterfowl and upland game bird 
public shooting grounds. The tract also 
borders the Klamath River for just over 
one mile. 

in final action, a land exchange was 
approved with the Georgia-Pacific Corp- 
oration, benefiting big game hunters of 
the state. The exchange would include 
about 1,000 acres of Game Commission 
surplus land, some on Jericho Creek on 
the John Day North Fork and some at Eel 
Lake on the coast, for 874 acres of G-P 
land in the Bridge Creek big game winter 
range area. About two miles of easement 
along the John Day North Fork would 
also be obtained. 

Oregon Antelope 
Go To Washington 

Twenty-one Oregon antelope found a 
new home in the state of Washington 
through the combined efforts of the 
Washington Department of Game and 
the Oregon Game Commission. 

These pronghorns will be used by the 
Washington Department to start herds in 
two areas in the sagebrush flats in the 
eastern part of the state. The captured 
animals included two yearling bucks and 
19 does and fawns. 

Mountain goats now being hunted in 
the Wallowas originally came from north- 
em Washington, and it is hoped that 
additional goats will be obtained for trans- 
planting into the Columbia Gorge area 
between Hood River and Troutdale. 

Oregon biologist Ellis Mason holds one of the 
antelope destined for Washington. After being 
driven into a large trap by helicopter, the ani- 
mats were hauled to their new home by truck. 
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HO is an "Old Timer?" You are 
if you are 20 years of age or older and 
have had several years hunting experience. 

Each year more than 350,000 licensed 
hunters go into Oregon's fields and for- 
ests to enjoy the use of various wildlife 
species. Each year a few of these men 
and women are involved in hunting acci- 
dents that generally could have been pre- 
vented lmd a little forethought and care 
been used. Nineteen sixty-eight will be 
no different unless every hunter, young 
and old, diligently practices field safety. 

Firearms casualties are probably the 
most prevalent of all hunting accidents 
and certainly the most publicized. Old 
timers cause more than 50 percent of 
these casualties annually. It is very clear 
that many old timers become careless 
after a few years' hunting experience and 
cause a casualty. The fact that he knew 
better is little consolation after such an 
event has taken place. 

Let's review some of the common sense 
safety rules of gun handling and the 
causes of many firearms casualties by old 
timers. First and foremost, every gun is 
always loaded until the handler makes 
sure it isn't. It follows, then, that the first 
step in gun handling is to point the muz- 
zle in a safe direction before opening 
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By Col Giesler 
Hunter Safety Supervisor 

the action. Have you ever opened the 
action of a gun and, without thinking, 
had the muzzle pointed at some other 
person or at your own feet when a live 
cartridge flew Out? What about the near 
mistes, when the gun actually fired and 
the bullet or shot hit harmlessly but close? 
There are few old timers who haven't had 

Oregon's 1967 

Hunting Casualties 
Fatal . . . 14 Nonfatal . . . 80 

Self-inflicted ............................ 45 
Other Shooter ............................ 49 

Ages of Shooters 
4 to 19 .----..-...-.-....-.- 42 

20to29.................................... 24 
30to39.................................... 6 
40to49.................................... 10 

50to59.................................... 3 

60to69 ------------- - ..................... 2 
70 & older ................................ i 

Unknown ------------------------------------ 6 

D ¡stances 
Less than 3 yards ---------------------- 63 
Over 3 yards ---------------------------- 31 

this experience at some time in their 
hunting career. 

Guns should always be unloaded when 
not in actual use. Safetywise they should 
never be loaded when in a vehicle. Every 
year in Oregon, 20 to 25 percent of all 
firearms hunting casualties are caused by 
this factor, and older hunters are the most 
guilty group. Several years ago, for ex- 
ample, four brothers were riding in a 

(Continued on Page 6) 

Hunters come in all sizes and ages. Occasionally 
old timers tend to forget the simple rules of 
safety. 



LUCK OF THE 
DRAW 

Each year several public drawings are held at the Portland office of the Game 

Commission. Some are heavily attended; others draw only small crowds. 

These public gatherings are to select winners of various types of tags such as 

sheep, goat, and antelope and also to draw antlerless deer and elk permits for the 

oversubscribed units. 

Actually, the public drawing is a rather minor part of the whole process of 

issuing the tags and permits. Here are a few of the highlights of the procedure. 

Just opening the mail is a major chore. Some 
envelopes contain cash to be handled, others 
have several applications together. Cash must be 
taken care of and the multiple applications 
checked to see if they are party or not. 
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Applications keep coming in 
even after the deadline and 
continuous sorting takes 
place. Cards are stored ac- 
cording to the day they are 
received after the deadline. 
After the drawing permits 
are issued on a first come, 
first served basis. 

Cards for antlerless deer permits sorted according to the 
sender's first choice. After the drawing, resorting is neces- 
sary for unsuccessful ones to check second and third choices. 

_ 
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' 
Prior to the drawing each unit is again sorted according A member of the public audience shakes out one of the numbered balls and hands it to Jim Goin, 
to the last digit of the serial number on the card. This Assistant Controller for the Game Commission. The shaker is passed around the assembled audience 
expedites the operation. Counts are kept of the number until the total sequence has been established. Our cover picture shows drawing of cards when 
in each group. only a few are needed. 
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Permits are validated as 
they are run through the 
postage meter. Dan Ram- f 
sey of the Commission . - i 
staff here runs a stack '. 
of the postcard - sized ' I 

permits through the ma- Ø . chine. Over one thou- \ 
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HUNTING 
SAFETY... 

(Continued from Page 3) 

metal canopy-covered jeep in deer coun- 
try. They had a loaded rifle under the 
seat. While driving down a back road, 
they hit a deep rut and the gun fired. 
The bullet started ricocheting inside the 
jeep and before it stopped, ali four broth- 
ers were wound:d. Four casualties from 
one loaded rifle in a vehicle. 

Another example is where one member 
of a hunting party was asked if his hand- 
gun was loaded after he had gotten into 
the vehicle. He stated that it was and 
immediately started to unload when the 
hammer slipped from under his thumb. 
The bullet went through his leg, the 
driver's leg, and out the left front door. 
The drier had to administer first aid 
for both and continued the trip to a hos- 
pital rather than home. 

Be very sure of your target and what's 
behind the target before touching the 
trigger. Every year there are three or 
four old timers who forget and shoot at 
what they thought was game and later 
proved to be another person. There are 
those hunters who don't believe a long 
rifle .22 bullet will kill a mile or more 
from the point of firing through a rifle. 
If unobstructed, a 30-06 rifle bullet will 
travel, and be capable of killing, the 
distance of more than 2 ½ miles. An ex- 
ample of this force was well demonstrated 
when a young man fatally shot a deer. 
The bullet continued some distance be- 
yond and killed his brother. 

Never point a gun at anything you do 
not wish to kill or destroy. How often 
have you had the unpleasant experience 

of seeing some lame-brained idiot look- 
ing at you through his rifle scope? You 
know perfectly well that you are covered 
by the cross hairs or dot, and what if a 
finger should slip? If you happen to be 
one of these hunters who like to look 
at others, for the love of saféty, use bin- 
oculars or take the scope off your gun 
first. Another point to always remember 
is that noises or movements are more 
often caused by other hunters than by 
wild creatures. 

There are other rules of gun safety 
that should always be followed and, 
although you may already know them, 
please review the Ten Commandments 
of Shooting Safety printed at the end 
of this article. Then practice them con- 
stantly in the field and require your farn- 
uy and hunting companions to do like- 
wise. 

Much has been written and spoken 
a b o u t juvenile safety with firearms. 
Youngsters are required to successfully 
complete a firearms safety course in 
Oregon before being permitted to hunt 
with this equipment off their own prop- 
erty. Oldsters who have accompanied a 
young graduate in the field have more 
often than not had a good review of 
firearms safety practices. Maybe you old 
timers would find sitting in on one of 
your local courses more beneficial than 
imagined. 

Archers don't need to feel smug in 
the few reported accidents from their 
recreational activities. M a n y an "old 
timer" in archery has had to be stitched 
up because he fell on his broad head or 
was carrying a nocked arrow and had the 
bow string twanged by a branch. The 
resultant cuts have been treated by a 
physician but never reported as a hunting 
accident. 

Father and son on a cooperative hunt. Binoculars are used for spotting purposes. Son must have a 
hunter safety course; however, father needs to remember the basic rules as well. 
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All archers should review safe bow 
handling practices, and if you don't know 
them, contact your 4-H agent for a man- 
ual on archery safety or write to the 
Game Commission for a booklet on Bow 
Hunting Safety. It will be sent free of 
charge. 

Each year during hunting seasons, a 
few old timers suffer a heart attack from 
overexertion. In almost every case of a 
fatal attack, the victim had a known heart 
condition. 

If you do have a heart condition and 
you are going hunting, be sure to take it 
easy. Let someone in your party know of 
your problem and where you carry your 
medication should you need it. Write 
down the amount to take and any other 
pertinent information in case you lose 
consciousness. You know your limitations; 
don't try to go beyond them. 

For those of you who are in your late 
thirties or older and planning a trip to 
the high country, have a medical check-up 
and follow your doctor's advice. You 
should already be walking and exercising, 
getting ready. Try to go to your destina- 
tion a few days before the actual hunt 
and break yourself in gradually, not all 
at once. One person's overdoing could 
well ruin a hunting trip for many. 

The number of lost hunters varies 
between years and localities. On occasion, 
rescuers are not in time. More than one 
old timer has become lost and started to 
wander at night and fallen over a cliff. 

Every person who uses the out-of-doors 
for recreational purposes should go pre- 
pared to spend a night out. Learning the 
basic principles of map reading and use 
of a compass would help reduce the possi- 
bilities of getting lost. Waterproof 
matches and a piece of candle certainly 
help in starting a fire. Some form of 
nourishment, preferably hard milk choco- 
late or dried fruit, and a canteen of water, 
especially if using the drier areas of the 
state. A police whistle is one of the most 
useful items for those who fear wild 
animals. A few strong toots, and the area 
will be cleared. Also, the whistle won't 
wear out where the human vocal cords 
will. Last but not least, it's hard to visual- 
ize a hunter going after game and not 
carrying a knife. More than one old 
timer has been checked and found to be 
carrying only a gun. A knife should be 
carried at all times when in the field. 
You can skin game and also build simple 
shelters with it. 

If you do get lost, here are a few 
simple rules to follow: ( i ) Sit down 
until the panic period passes, then try 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Oregon Gun Laws 
Of Interest 

Two Oregon laws which deal with the 
reckless or careless killing or injury to 
another person are of particular concern 
to hunters. ORS 166.300 reads in part: 
Any person who has committed, with 

firearms of any description, murder in 
any degree, or manslaughter, either vol- 
untary or involuntary, or who in a care- 
less or reckless manner kills or injures 
another with firearms, and who, at any 
time after committing murder or man- 
slaughter or after said careless or reck- 
less killing or injury carries or bears arms 
of any description within this state shall 
be punished upon conviction by a fine 
of not more than $500, or by imprison- 
ment in the county jail not to exceed 
one year, or both." 

ORS 166.310 also deals with negli- 
gently wounding another. This law reads: 
'Any person who as a result of his failure 
to use ordinary care under the circum- 
stances, wounds any other person with a 
bullet or shot from any firearm or with 
an arrow from any bow, shall be pun- 
ished by imprisonment in the county 

P- jail for a period of not to exceed six 
months, or by a fine of not to exceed 
$500. or both. In addition, any person so 
convicted shall forfeit any license to hunt, 
obtained under the laws of this state, and 
shall be ineligible to obtain a license to 
hunt, for a period of 10 years following 
the date of his conviction." 

The Game Commission does not main- 
tain records on the misuse of firearms or 
of firearm casualties other than those 
associated with hunting. Accurate records 
are kept on hunting accidents with fire- 
arms on a calendar year basis showing 
deaths, woundings, causes, and individuals 
involved. 

In the past eleven years hunter casual- 
ties with firearms have ranged from a low 
of 62 to a high of 94, with fatalities dur- 
ing this period ranging from 12 to 15 
per year. One-third to one-half of the 
casualties, including deaths, are self- Unlike the birds of prey which have 
inflicted, powerful talons for capturing a bird or 

The Loggerhead Shrike 
HE loggerhead shrike is a common 

summer resident of the juniper and sage- 
brush lands of eastern Oregon. It arrives 
from its winter home in Mexico in early 
March and remains until the onset of 
cool weather in late October. No sooner 
has the loggerhead departed than its terri- 
tOry is occupied by the large but similarly 
marked northern shrike, which has mi- 
grated south for the winter. 

In size the loggerhead shrike is only 
slightly larger than a sparrow, but in 
bodness it is as daring and capable in 
proportion to its size as any of the hawks, 
owls, or other birds of prey. Its place in 
the bird world is unique in that it is the 
only songbird, along with other members 
of the shrike family, adapted for a life 
of prey. 

When seen, the shrike is usually oc- 
cupying a perch on the top of a small 
tree, telephone pole, or fence post. The 
sharply contrasting black and white mark- 
ings on the wings, gray back, conspicuous 
black mask, and hooked beak are features 
that attract attention and serve to distin- 
guish the shrike from all other songbirds. 

Lakes Spot Treated 
This summer, application of rotenone 

--. in three popular fishing lakes resulted 
in killing almost three-quarters million 
roach. The three lakes spot treated when 
roach congregated in the shallows were 
East, Paulina, and Big Lava. 

At Big Lava, an estimated 150,000 
were destroyed in one small area. Around 
208000 roach, fingerlings and adults, 
were destroyed at East Lake. The rough 
fish had concentrated in the cove area 
in the northeast end and in the Sulphur 
Springs area. The Paulina Lake kill to- 
taled around 358,000. Most of these were 

animal and holding it while it is shredded, 
shrikes have weak feet scarcely stronger 
than those of a sparrow. To compensate 
for this weakness the shrike has devel- 
oped a unique practice of impaling its 
victim on a strong thorn or barbed wire 
where it is held while being torn apart 
and eaten. Because of this strange prac- 
tice the shrike has become popularly re- 
ferred to as the butcher-bird." 

When in flight the shrike appears to 
be always in a hurry and headed for a 
pre-selected site. It drops low from its 
perch and on rapid beating wings skims 
the sagebrush on a bee-line course toward 
its intended victim or a new vantage 
point. 

The loggrhead shrike has a strong 
affinity for thorny bushes, not only for 
use in storage of food but as a nesting 
site. Invariably, a large greasewood or 
thorny bush is selected and a bulky nest 
of sticks, lined with leaves, wool, and 
feathers, is constructed in its midst. The 
location is often revealed by the large 
number of grasshoppers or mice which 
have been placed on thorns or barbs in 
the vicinity. The cache provides a ready 
food supply for the young when other 
food sources are low. - - C. E. Kebbe 

destroyed in the shallows at the lake 
outlet. 

Spot treatment of rough fish is an 
annual chore in numerous bodies of 
water. The method has worked quite well 
at East and Paulina, but in some lakes 
the spot treatment is nothing more than 
a stop-gap measure. In time, such waters 
require total chemical rehabilitation. 
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Hunting Safety... 
(Continued from Page 6) 

to think back rather than forward. You 
may be able to find your way out. (2) 
If unable to locate yourself, then try to 
remember an open area. Go there and 
stay there. ( 3 ) Gather as much wood as 
possible for a night out and build a small 
fire. ( 4 ) Construct a simple lean-to 
shelter using available material with the 
front a short distance behind the fire. 
( 5 ) Kcep the fire going all night if 
there is freezing weather. (6) If you 
have a gun, fire three shots with a ten- 
second interval; that is one shot - ten 
seconds - one shot - ten seconds - 
one shot. Wait until dark if it is hunt- 
ing season. The answering shots should 
be two so there is no confusion thinking 
two people are lost. If you have a police 
whistle, use it. Other hunters will prob- 
ably hurry to find out who's scaring all 
the game away. 

Old timers are often injured in other 
ways - cuts with axes, saws, and knives. 
These are again generally caused by care- 
lessness. 

This year when you go hunting, wheth- 
er you are an old timer or a youngster, 
think safety, act safely, and help keep 
hunting a safe sport. 

Bird Regs 
Following a public hearing August 23, 

the Game Commission set the 1968 up- 
land b i r d and waterfowl regulations. 
Copies of the regulations synopsis should 
be available at local license agencies 
shortly. 

Main opening date this year will be 
October 19. On that date at 8 a. m. the 
season for waterfowl, pheasants, and val- 
ley and mountain quail will start. Chukar 
season gets under way several days earlier 
on October 5. 

Blue and ruffed grouse seasons extend 
from September 7 through 29 in eastern 
Oregon and from October 5 through No- 
vember 3 in western Oregon. Bag limit 
on grouse is 3 per day, 6 in possession. 

Turkey season is set for November 23, 
at 8 a. m., through November 27. Pigeon 
and dove seasons extend from September 
i through 30. Bag limit is 10 doves per 
day, 20 in possession; 8 pigeons per day 
and 8 in possession. There will also be a 
later dove season October 19 through 
November 7. 
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Safe hunting for "old timers" not only means safe handling of firearms but also proper conditioning. 
A hard day of bird hunting or hauling out a big game animal can cause a catastrophe to the 

desk-bound hunter. Preseason conditioning helps. 

lo COMMANDMENTS OF SHOOTING SAFETY 

1. TREAT EVERY GUN WITH THE RESPECT DUE A LOADED GUN. 

2. WATCH THAT MUZZLE! Carry your gun safely; keep safety on until ready 
to shoot. 

3. UNLOAD GUNS WHEN NOT IN USE, take down or have actions open; guns 
should be carried in cases to shooting area. 

4. BE SURE BARREL IS CLEAR OF OBSTRUCTIONS, and that you have ammuni- 
tion only of the proper size for the gun you carry. 

5. BE SURE OF TARGET BEFORE YOU PULL TRIGGER; know identifying feo- 
tures of game you hunt. 

6. NEVER POINT A GUN AT ANYTHING YOU DO NOT WANT TO SHOOT; 
avoid all horseplay. 

7. NEVER CLIMB A TREE OR FENCE OR JUMP A DITCH WITH A LOADED 
GUN; never pull a gun toward you by the muzzle. 

8. NEVER SHOOT A BULLET AT A FLAT, HARD SURFACE OR WATER; at 
target practice be sure your backstop is adequate. 

9. STORE GUNS AND AMMUNITION SEPARATELY, beyond reach of children. 

lo. AVOID ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES before or during shooting. 
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