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HUNTER SAFETY
TRAINING PROGRAM

Instructors Approved
Month of August 32

Total to Date (Corrected) 3,689

Students Trained
Month of August__ 1,267

Total to Date _140,325

Firearms Casualties Reported in 1969
Fatal 0

Nonfatal 11
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Greater Yellowlegs
The greater yellowlegs, or yellow-

shank as it is frequently called, is known
in Oregon only as a common migrant and
rare winter resident. It spends the sum-
mers in the muskeg country of Alaska
and Canada and, like most shore birds,
leaves the north country long before the
cold weather sets in.

The faIl migration through Oregon is
a leisurely journey to Central and South
America with many stops enroute. High-
flying flocks spiral down to feed in large
marsh areas while single birds are likely
to appear in the most isolated pools or
meadows either on the desert or in high
mountains. In contrast with the north-
ward spring migration, which is of short
duration, the fall movement spans a pe-
riod of four months. The first migrants
make their appearance in early August,
while late arrivals do not pass through
the state before mid-November.

The yellowlegs is a rather large, slim
sandpiper with slender, shapely head and
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neck and conspicuous long, bright yellow
legs. The long bill and neck, slender gray
body, and white breast are not markedly
different from other sandpipers around
it but when in flight the white tail and
rump patch become conspicuous mark-
ings for positive identification. When
alarmed the bird emits a characteristic
high-pitched weep-weep-weep which is
unlike the call of any other shore bird.

The favorite feeding grounds of the
yellowlegs are shore lines of shallow
lakes, ponds and marshes. Their long
legs enable them to search for food in
deeper water than most other waders.
When in flocks they frequently form in
line and wade abreast through a pool
driving their prey before them. They ma-
neuver the fish into a cul-de-sac where
they can dine at leisure. Minnows and
other small fish are easily captured and,
along with water insects, make up much
of the diet.

C. E. Kebbe

Ptarmigan Spotted
Ptarmigan, little upland game birds

of the tundra country recently intro-
duced into the high Wallowas, evidently
survived the hard winter and are repro-
ducing as well.

Recently a family from Enterprise
backpacked to the top of Mt. Joseph and
in a high alpine meadow observed a cov-
ey of five ptarmigan. From the descrip-
tion given Ron Bartels, game biologist at
Enterprise, it appeared the covey was a
female and her brood of youngsters.

Also, a backpacker sighted a lone
ptarmigan at Dollar Lake, which lies
well above Aneroid Lake.

Ptarmigan are not native to Oregon.
The initial plant of 36 took place in Sep-
tember 1967 with birds from the Color-

ado and Washington Game Departments.
A second plant of 54 birds was made in
September of 1968, this time through the
courtesy of Colorado and British Colum-
bia Game Departments.

A ptarmigan just after capture in Washington.
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TO CATCH A STEELHEAD
Steelhead trout, the big sea-going

rainbow, is known among veteran anglers
as the finest game fish that swims. Found
in all streams where he has access to the
sea, both large as well as small, the big
"ironhead" offers a ready challenge to
anglers in almost all corners of the state.

Winter is the time of year when the
bulk of these big trout enter the rivers
fresh- from the sea, pulled by winter
freshets to the spawning beds in the
headwaters. It is also the time of year
when steelhead fishing is at its best. Sum-
mer run steelhead also enter numerous
Oregon streams, with these fish lingering
along the routes through the summer and
fall, then moving on to the spawning
beds in late winter and spring.

The angler should remember that he
just doesn't go out and catch steelhead.
It's tough, rugged fishing under the best
conditions. Even the experts return emp-
ty handed on numerous occasions. How-
ever, a knowledge of steelhead habits as
well as a few basic angling techniques
are invaluable toward a successful trip.

There are some slight differences in
angling for winter steelhead and the sum-
mer run fish. As an example, summer
steelhead will take flies much more read-
ily, either wet or dry, than will winter
steelhead. Furthermore, summer fish
prefer slightly different water flows.

In addition, water conditions more of-
ten than not influence success or failure,
so it behooves the angler to keep inform-
ed on stream levels and turbidity, then
do his fishing when the rivers are
"right." Generally, the best steelheading
takes place following storms or freshets
during the time the rivers are dropping
and clearing.

Each freshet or storm with the result-
ing rise in water levels will draw fresh or
new runs in from the sea. The big iron-
heads are active at this time and continue
the migration until the water drops and
clears. Generally, most movement ceases
or slows down during clear, low water pe-
riods, then increases again with the next
freshet.

The plunker or still fisherman has
few problems to consider except to de-
termine the proper place to fish. All he
has to do is cast out, anchor his bait or
lure on the bottom, then sit and wait.

(' His main objective is to place his offer-, ing smack in the middle of a steelhead
travel route and wait for the fish to come
along.

Generally, these plunking areas are
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the large, deep holes in the river. The
most productive portion will be from
about mid-point in the hole downstream
to where the hole shallows and breaks in-
to rapids below. Steelhead travel up-
stream through these rapids, and upon
reaching the slick or apron above will
sheer off to one side or the other into the
quieter water. Usually they rest here a
bit before continuing the upstream jour-
ney. Plunkers recognize this characteris-
tic of steelhead and attempt to anchor
their bait just to one side of the heavy
water.

The plunker can also fish under more
adverse water conditions than can the
drift fisherman. In fact, most plunkers
prefer water that is a bit off color. The
best steelhead action for the plunker
usually takes place immediately follow-
ing a storm when the river is still up and

by Milt Guymon
Information Biologist

no clearer than a deep green. As the wa-
ter continues to drop and clear the big
ironheads move from the deeper holes
into the faster-flowing portions. Plunk-
ing action slows down from then through
the clear water period.

The drift fisherman has a few more
problems to consider. First, steelhead
have definite travel routes that they use
consistently on their journey upstream.
These routes will vary depending on wa-
ter stages. If the angler is to be success-
ful he must recognize "steelhead runs"
at all water levels. Once he learns this he
can be pretty sure he is casting bait or
lure into and through these travel lanes.

Second, steelhead will not remain
long in the deeper holes, nor will you
find him often in the eddies or quiet
pools. This big fish prefers a strong flow
of water and will seek and follow these
flows throughout the river.

Third, water depths are extremely im-
portant for both the plunker as well as

(Continued on Page 4)

Egg-taking such as that shown at the right and
progressive hatchery techniques have made pos-
sible the application of research findings to pro-

vide more and better fish.



Steelhead
the drift fisherman. In this respect, steel-
head prefer to travel and hold in water
ranging from about four feet to eight or
nine feet. Deep holes and riffles are pre-
ferred only when water temperature is
high or oxygen content lower than nor-
mal. Summer steelhead will consistently
seek out the fast chutes and even white
water simply because of the higher water
temperatures during the summer months.
Dissolved oxygen is also at maximum in
such areas.

And a fourth point for the drifter to
consider is that steelhead will hold at
certain locations along these travel lanes.
These "slots" may be immediately ahead
of or behind a sunken boulder, below a
slight drop-off, near the tail of a pool
just ahead of the apron, in a slight bend
along the bank where a change in water
velocity occurs, alongside an underwater
ledge or channel cutbank, and other loca-
tions of a similar nature. Recognizing
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Steelhead identifying features: Square tail, wide
area just forward of the tail and 12 or less

rays (soft spines) in the anal fin.

steelhead slots is an art in itself, but once
learned the angler can return to the same
spot time after time and be reasonably
sure a steelhead will be there.

The foregoing is the first lesson the
prospective steelhead fisherman should
learnthe recognition of steelhead wa-
ter. Learn it well, for it holds the key to
successful steelheading. Ideally, a steel-
head run would consist of a stretch of
river perhaps 50 to 100 feet in length,
with a strong, even flow of water from
head to apron, and water depths within
the boundaries described.

Although steelhead may be found
throughout such an area, usually one or
more "slots" will be present where fish
will consistently move into and rest or
hold. Some experts are strictly slot fish-
ermen, casting only to these areas, then
moving on. Other expert anglers may
fish the entire run, hitting the slots as
Page 4
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well as other possible holding water with-
in the travel lane.

A critique on steelhead fishing would
be remiss without a consideration of
steelhead tackle. Our advice is to purch-
ase one top-flight outfit. Get the best and
most expensive you can afford. Such an
outfit will give years of trouble-free ser-
vice, effortless and enjoyable fishing, and
actually be cheaper in the long run.

This writer prefers a rod no less than
8 feet in length, preferably longer, with
relatively small butt section and even,
gradual taper from butt to tip. Such a rod
is called "classic action." It will bend
well throughout its length and the flex is
smooth and gradual. Classic action rods
give the greatest feeling of rod control
during casting. The feel of bait or lure is
also immediately apparent in the hand.

Spin fishermen prefer a heavier butt
section and fast tip. This rod, usually
called "controlled" or "variable flex," is
the best for spin fishing since casting is
accomplished mainly by the tip section.
This rapid taper gives a pronounced
"bounce" or snap when the rod is flexed.
However, since the tip is limber and the
butt stiff, it does not transmit the action
rapidly to the butt section. In other
words, the feel of bait or lure is not near-
ly as pronounced as it is with the classic
action rods.

Your choice of rods should influence
the type of reel to purchase, or vice ver-
sa. The classic action favors casting
reels, while the rods with fast tip action
favor spinning reels. Regardless of the
type you prefer, get the best you can af-
ford.

Now, select a few fish-getting lures
and stick with them. Almost all the new-

fangled gadgets will take steelhead occa-
sionally, but only a few will take them
consistently. Check on what the experts
are using and make your choices accord-
ingly. Over the years we have tried most
of the "gadgets" as they came along but
invariably have gone back to one lure
and one bait. The lure preferred is the
time-tested wobbling spoon with brass or
silver "innards," and the bait is the old
standbycluster eggswhich for this
scribe will take steelhead two-to-one over
any lure made. Summer steelhead hit
small spinners well, and if you prefer to
fly fish, several excellent steelhead pat-
terns are available.

Cluster eggs are messy to handle and
difficult to keep on a hook. For best re-
sults we suggest tieing the cluster to the
hook with red thread or fluorescent yarn.
Use a large clusterthumb sizein mur-
ky or dark green water and go to smaller
sizes as the water clears. In clear water,
especially when stream flows are low,
a couple of eggs and a hank of skin will
do the job.

Most experts prefer to break their
terminal tackle down, using a leader of
slightly less strength than the line. The
purpose is to save line in case the lure or
bait becomes hung up or snagged. A
short dropper of very light strength is
also used for any weight attached, again
a line saver if snagging occurs.

Now, we must assume you have learn-
ed to "read" a river, so let's pick out a
likely steelhead run and pinpoint the
slots. If you are using a lure, cast up-
stream to the head of the run, let the
lure sink, and just before it hits bottom
begin your retrieve. Pick up the slack,

(Continued Next Page)



Steelhead
then slow down your retrieve as the cur-
rent catches the lure and let it swing
down through and across the slot. What
you are trying to do is to give action to
the lure as it swings downriver and
slightly across the current. At the same
time you must also bring the lure across
and in front of any steelhead that may
be lying in the slot or run. Continue cast-
ing and drifting through the run until
you have covered every foot of it.

If you use cluster eggs, just let the
bait drift along downstream and through
the slot, or through the entire run. Keep
working the run until you have covered
every possible steelhead location.

One important point to remember
get your lure or bait down on or near
the bottom, for that is where steelhead

live. This big sea-goer is a bottom trav-
eler and seldom moves upward to the
surface to strike.

Bottom fishing means that you're go-
ing to lose gear. The boulder-strewn bed
of a river seems to possess invisible fin-
gers that reach out to grasp any lure or
bait that moves by.

Here again, the expert angler seems
to possess a sensitive "feel" for these
tackle-grabbers and raises his rod tip at
the proper time, which in turn lifts the
bait or lure and allows it to slip by the
obstruction. Some gear is bound to be
lost, but anglers who possess the "feel"
can usually keep the losses to a mini-
mum.

This "feel" of a river bottom is prob-
ably the most difficult part of steelhead-
ing for the average angler to master.
Some never do and continually hang up,

Migratory habits of steelhead are studied through marking programs. Fish may be branded as above,
have fins clipped as shown below, but one of the most important factors of the program is coopera-
tion from sportsmen. On the right Game Commission fishery biologist Errol Claire discusses a marked

fish with an angler.

or they become so frustrated they never
allow their bait or lure near the bottom
for fear of becoming snagged.

We have no explanation for acquiring
this touch or feel. The only advice we can
give is that the angler must be able to
"read" a river well and determine at a
glance the depth of water in the drift.
Furthermore, he must have complete con-
trol of his bait or lure at all times. He
must know its exact location as it drifts
downstream with the current, and most
of all he must be able to feel each nudge
or bounce as it moves across the bottom.

To explain the latter point further,
as your bait or lure moves on its down-
stream drift it is pulled hither and yon
by the current. The bait, lure or weight
may nick a rock at one location, slide or
nudge its way across some pebbles at
another, or bounce against a rock or boul-
der. Each pull, bounce, slide or nudge is
immediately telegraphed through the line
and into the rod. If the angler
is unable to feel these subtle sig-
nals or is unable to recognize what is
happening on the bottom regardless of
how slight, he has no control over his
drift. The feel of a river bottom is the
primary reason we prefer the classic ac-
tion rods to those with stiffer butt sec-
tions. The feel is there and very pro-
nounced.

In addition, if you are fishing with
cluster eggs, one of these nudges or tugs
may be a big steelhead just mouthing the
bait. Seldom do steelhead really sock a
cluster gob; usually it's a gentle tug, and
if the angler fails to have the feel the
bait is dropped and the fish is gone. More
often than not a steelhead will follow the
bait downstream as it drifts, mouthing it
as he goes. Often we have observed ang-
lers reel in following a drift to find their
egg cluster smashed or stripped from the
hook. Yet the angler felt no tug and fail-
ed to recognize that a fish was there.

The complete opposite is true when
fishing lures. Usually a steelhead will

(Continued Next Page)
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Much of the increased success experienced by
Oregon anglers can be attributed to the Game
Commission's steelhead rearing program. Re-
search in the field plus work at the Corvallis lab
pointed the way toward greatly increased re-

turns of hatchery-reared fish.

Steelhead
strike a lure with such savagery that he
hooks himself. Following the jarring im-
pact the angler either fights his fish to
the finish or loses it, whichever the case
may be. Because the fish is normally
hooked solidly, anglers who have diffi-
culty taking fish on bait usually stick to
lures that are known producers.

And there you have ita few basic
tips on how to catch steelhead. Get good
equipment and learn how to use it. Use
time-tested lures or bait, at least until
you become proficient. Learn to read a
riverits depths, its flows, its chutes and
ledges. Learn to recognize steelhead runs
and steelhead slots. Fish on the bottom
because that's where Mr. Ironhead lives.
And finally, learn to feel the bottom,
through a sensitive set of signals tapped
out by the bait or lure and telegraphed
to you through the line and rod.

And in time you will take steelhead.

Note:
A free pocket-sized copy of the fea-

ture article on how to catch a steelhead
may be obtained by writing to the Bulle-
tin and requesting the leaflet by the title.
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'69 GAME BIRD PROSPECTS
The opening of dove and pigeon sea-

sons on September 1 marked the start
of a series of seasons which will permit
the bird hunter to pursue his sport until
the last week of February. During this
six-months period 10 species of upland
game birds and 38 species of ducks,
geese, coots, and snipe will become legal
game.

Many upland game birds suffered
heavy losses during last winter's severe
weather, but a good nesting season
brought most populations back to near
last year's levels.

A brief summary of game bird popu-
lations and hunting prospects for 1969
follows.
Upland Game

A good crop of pheasants was pro-
duced in Malheur County, but in the re-
mainder of the state production was be-
low last year. The sharpest declines were
recorded in the Willamette Valley and
the Columbia Basin.

Even though the statewide population
is lower than in 1968 some areas, includ-
ing Malheur County, should provide good
hunting opportunities. A fair crop of
birds in central Oregon and the northern
Willamette Valley should provide for av-
erage success.

' -

Quail, both valley and mountain, suf-
fered heavy losses in last winter's deep
snows but showed a remarkable ability
to bounce back with a good nesting sea-
son. Surviving adults raised the largest
broods noted in many a season. Good
numbers of quail should be available in
all parts of the state even though popu-
lations are below those recorded during
the peak years of 1967 and 1968. Crook,
Jackson, Grant, Lake and Malheur Coun-
ties contain the greatest densities and
should offer the best opportunities.

The outlook for chukar partridge is

brighter than for several years. A good
carry-over of breeding stock, along with
a successful nesting season, has increased
chukars on many depleted ranges. Can-
yons and rimrock areas in the Snake,
Owyhee, Malheur, and Deschutes River
drainages will provide the best hunting
spots for this wary game bird.

Little change was noted in the Hun-
garian partridge population. While not
plentiful in any part of eastern Oregon,
their close resemblance to the chukar
and the overlapping of ranges makes it
advisable to include both species under
the same regulations.

A population decline of turkeys in the
Wasco area prompted the discontinuance
of the fall season. The popular spring
gobbler hunt for 250 permit holders will
be held in late April in the Wasco and
Sled Springs big game units.
Waterfowl

An excellent water year in the prairie
provinces of Canada created ideal nest-
ing habitat for a good breeding popula-
tion of ducks. Production was the best
since 1966, and as a result large flights
of pintails and mallards are expected to
funnel down the flyway.

The anticipated increase in the fall
flight prompted the Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife to provide the
states in the Pacific Flyway with an 86-
day duck season with few species restric-
tions.

Within the federal framework the
Game Commission selected a duck and
goose season extending from October 18
to January 11, with a bag limit of 5 ducks
a day and 10 in possession. In the nine
Columbia Basin counties the season runs
from October 18 through January 18,
with a bag limit of 6 ducks per day and 12
in possession.

Much of the goose production takes
place north of the Arctic Circle where
changing weather frequently determines
success of the breeding season. White-
fronted and lesser Canada geese, which
breed in Alaska, had excellent nesting
success while snow geese in the Canadian
Arctic had a poor season due to pro-
longed storms.

During October and early November
hunting of both ducks and geese should
be good in the large marshes of Harney,
Lake, and Klamath Counties and should
remain good until the first cold weather
forces the birds to continue south.

In the remainder of the state water-
fowl numbers will be low until wintering
birds arrive in early November. As pop-
ulations increase hunting success also im-
proves. By early December the best wa-
terfowl hunting can be found in western
Oregon and along the Columbia and
Snake Rivers. Chet Kebbe
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Fall River Fish Hatchery
Located in the heart of central Ore-

gon's vacationland, 27 miles southwest of
Bend, is the Commission's Fall River
Fish Hatchery. Once one of the more iso-
lated hatcheries in the stateand in the
winter it still isit is now accessible
by paved road joining Highway 97 about
18 miles south of Bend.

Fall River is not one of the larger
units in the Commission's hatchery sys-
tem, but when it comes to planting fish
by air it's the number one hatchery in
the state. Here is where most of the fish
are raised that are used in aerial plant-
ing the mountain lakes.

It was constructed in 1929 to replace
the old Tumalo Hatchery which had oc-
cupied a site near Bend since 1913. Win-
ter weather can be a little chilly, and
once in awhile it gets downright cold.
The lowest recorded temperature was -43
degrees in 1931. A recording of -20 de-
grees is not at all uncommon. In most
years snow lies on the ground for a pe-
riod of six months and the hatchery
snowcat comes in handy at times. Until
this summer the hatchery crew had to
maintain 30 miles of telephone line, and
in the winter months this was pretty rug-
ged duty.

Fall River is a spring water station,
the supply coming from picturesque Fall
River, a tributary of the Deschutes. The
water is crystal clear and cold, fluctuat-
ing from a winter low of 36 degrees to
a summer high of 56 degrees. The fact
that the water is relatively cold makes
it an ideal location to produce the small
fingerlings that are used in the aerial
fish planting. It is also the center of
brook trout egg-taking operations. From
four to six million eggs are taken annual-
ly from wild stock in Big Lava and East
Lakes. Many are shipped to other west-
ern states and Canadian provinces in ex-
change for other eggs.

In recent years catchable-size fall
rainbow trout have been reared here. Af-
ter getting a fast start in the warmer wa-
ter of the Wizard Falls Hatchery on the
Metolius they are transferred to Fall Riv-
er in the fall and released as 8 to 10-inch
fish the next summer in nearby lakes
and streams. Kokanee, the little land-
locked sockeye salmon, are also raised.

Annual production includes about 11/2
million brook trout fingerlings, 300,000
rainbow fingerlings, 500,000 kokanee, and
75,000 yearling rainbow. No brood fish
are kept at the station.

Each year around mid-July the hatch-
ery becomes a beehive of activity as su-
perintendent John Susac and his two as
sistants, working with the local fishery

GAME BULLETIN

The crew at Fall River Hatchery sorting fish for aerial planting. Left to right: Wilburn Thien; John
Susac, superintendent; and Ray Bass.

biologist and an experienced pilot, "rain"
fish into the back country lakes. It's up
well before dawn day after day for every-
one involved to get the planting plane
loaded with fish and off the nearby run-
way by break of day and sometimes even
before. The plane, which is equipped to
plant as many as six lakes per trip, shut-
tles back and forth from the strip, keep-
ing the ground crew in frenzied action
so that more fish can be loaded the min-
ute the plane taxies to a stop on its re-
turn. Mechanized loading equipment has
been designed to make the loading pro-
cedure a highly efficient one. As many as
50 or more lakes can be stocked in a sin-
gle day. In the old days it took three
months to plant the mountain lakes by
packstring. Now it can be done in ten
days and the fish arrive in much better
condition.

So, although there is plenty of work
going on the year around, if you want to
be on hand at Fall River when the ac-
tion is hot and heavy, plan a morning
visit around the middle of July when the
fish are moving out by air.

Loading fish from Fall River Hatchery for aerial
drop into Oregon's high lakes.
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Big Game Outlook
Deer hunters had an excellent season

last year due to favorable weather con-
ditions and a late closing date. This year
an earlier closing date will make it hard-
er to harvest the wiser older bucks.

Black-tailed deer hunters should find
it tougher to bag a buck in the northwest
portion of the state because winter losses
have reduced buck numbers. However,
results from the early High Cascade
buck season indicate blacktail hunting
will be about normal in the Cascades and
Coast Range south of the mid-Willamette
Valley.

A 30-percent reduction in deer dam-
age complaints indicates hunters taking
advantage of the extended season for
blacktails will have poorer hunting dur-
ing this season.

Mule deer hunters will find deer num-
bers comparable to past years in north-
east Oregon. However, with an earlier,
shorter season more effort will have to
be expended over a shorter period to in-
sure success. During the permit season
it should be no harder for permit hold-
ers to fill their tags, as no permits were
issued where deer populations were re-
duced by winter losses.

Elk hunters can expect opportunities
for harvesting a bull to be similar to last
year in northeast Oregon. There should
be a good spike crop as the general pop-
ulation is equal to past years.

Hunters with antlerless permits can
expect good success as permits are is-
sued only where a surplus of harvestable
animals exists.

Roosevelt elk hunters will not fare
as well, especially in northwestern Ore-
gon. Calf losses last winter will reduce
the number of spikes, especially in Tilla-
mook and Clatsop Counties.

To be successful it would pay all hunt-
ers to hunt areas with which they are fa-
miliar and to hunt more persistently than
in past years.

Mel Cummings

ANGLING REGULATIONS HEARING NOVEMBER 22
The Game Commission will set the

1970 angling regulations following a pub-
lic hearing at its Portland headquarters
on Saturday, November 22. The hearing
will convene at 10 a.m.

An important change in procedures
will take place this year. Deviating from
the usual custom of holding two separate
sessions, only the one session will be
held, at which time all recommendations
will be considered and the final rules
adopted.

In past years the Commission held

two meetings with a two-week adjourn-
ment period between them. Tentative
rules were proposed at the first and final
regulations adopted at the second.

Prior to the hearing this year staff
recommendations will be advertised so
that all outdoorsmen interested will have
full knowledge and benefit of these pro-
posals in advance of the public hearing.

It was felt that the single session
would save time and expense of sports-
men as well as the Commission.

Steelhead fever strikes anglers at all times of the year and in all locations. Winter fish move up
many of the coastal streams during the fall and winter. In sharp contrast, summer fish move up
during periods of pleasanter weather into the Deschutes and a lesser number of streams than their

winter relatives.

TRAPPING REGULATIONS SET
The 1969-1970 seasons for the trap-

ping of furbearing animals are almost
identical to those of last year.

The Game Commission closed por-
tions of the higher mountain country in
Tillamook County and Yamhill County
west of the summit of the Coast Range
to beaver trapping, the only restrictions
made in the open areas from past sea-
sons.

In Lake, Grant, Malheur, and Harney
Counties the beaver and otter season is
from November 1 through February 15.
Trappers in the rest of the state may
take beaver and otter from November 15
through February 15. Beaver tags, which
may be purchased at $1 each, must be in

the possession of all trappers while trap-
ping beaver.

The mink season runs from Novem-
ber 15 through January 15, and the sea-
son for marten and ringtail cat is from
November 15 through February 15.

The muskrat season in Lake, Klam-
ath, Malheur, and Harney Counties will
extend from November 1 through March
31 except on the Klamath Forest Nation-
al Refuge, where the season extends
through April 15. In all other areas of
the state the muskrat season will extend
from November 15 through February 15.

All seasons begin at 8 a.m. on the
opening morning. Raccoon may be taken
the year around. Fisher and wolverine
are fully protected and may not be taken
by any method.
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