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Trapping and transplanting of various birds

and animals was a 1969 highlight. Part of the
38 antelope trapped in Deschutes County peer
through the net enclosure. Details are in the
feature article.

Photo by Al Miller

HUNTER SAFETY

TRAINING PROGRAM

Instructors Approved
Month of November 25

Total to Date 3,819

Students Trained

Month of November 742

Total to Date 149,345

Firearms Casualties Reported in 1969

Fatal 5

Nonfatal 49
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From The Editor's Desk .
A few months ago your editor had the privilege of being one of the guest

speakers at the tenth annual banquet of the Natal Hunters and Game Conserva-
tion Association. The Association is headquartered at Pietermaritzburg, Natal,
South Africa but has members throughout the province.

We had the good fortune of meeting Mr. A. P. Austen Smith, one of the active
members of the group, several years ago here in the United States. He was visiting
to study conservation practices employed by the Oregon Game Commission and
the meeting grew into a friendship which eventually led to the invitation.

Though the trip was a working vacation and the hours were often rather long
as we toured the province of Natal, it was a pleasant and enlightening experience.

In many respects the history of game in this rather highly developed area has
followed the pattern here in Oregon. Our beaver populations were overexploited
to the point where the animals were in danger of extinction. In South Africa, at
one time it was government policy to eliminate as much of the game as possible
as it was suspected as a carrier of the tsetse fly and sleeping sickness.

Here in Oregon, beaver populations have been re-established to the point
where annual trapping seasons are possible. In Natal the white rhinoceros and
other animals have been increased in numbers to the point that surpluses now
exist.

Methods of utilizing the surpluses vary but the same basic factors govern
game management no matter what part of the world is concerned. Land has a
carrying capacity and populations of herbivorous mammals must be held down
or complete ruination of the plant life and consequent loss of the game herds
will result.

Our talks with the members of the Natal Hunters Association and with staff
members of the Natal Parks, Fish and Game Board certainly reaffirmed the idea
that basic resource conservation is a universal language. Also, it further con-
vinced us that everyone concerned with the future of wildlife and other natural
resources must work together. If the professionals and nonprofessionals don't pull
together, they may well end up without a cause. The disinterested and the ex-
ploiters will pave the outdoors and cage the wildlife to the point that there will
be no need to be concerned about the natural environment. It just won't exist.

The trip to South Africa was encouraging to this writer in that it revealed
that there are knowledgeable, concerned individuals on the opposite side of the
globe. We just hope our presence and talks prove to be something of value in the
scheme of sound conservation in Natal. Certainly the pleasure of the trip was
all ours.

Bulletin editor Ron Shay presenting a beaver pelt to Mr. W. P. Sutton, M. P. and president of the
Natal Hunters and Game Conservation Association. Mrs. Gerdener, wife of the Administrator of
Natal, is in foreground. Presentation took place at tenth annual banquet of the Association in

Pietermaritzburg, Natal, South Africa, where editor Shay was a guest speaker.
Photo by Dennis Cleaver, Durban, R. S. A.
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by R. C. Holloway
Chief, Information & Education Division

The year 1969 was one of changes
and challenges. It started with the de-
parture of Phil Schneider, long time
director, to accept a position with the
National Wildlife Federation. Almost
simultaneously, the Commission suf-
fered a severe loss with the untimely
death of Clark Walsh, assistant direc-
tor. Both men had provided outstand-
ing leadership for a period of 18 years
and shared the respect of all persons
who had knowledge of their perform-
ance.

The year also began with some of
the most severe weather conditions in
western Oregon that have been ex-
perienced in modern times. Heavy and
continuing snowfall placed an unusual
amount of stress on big game animals,
particularly in the northwestern part
of the state. In spite of emergency
feeding attempts by the Commission
and several other organizations and
individuals, deer and elk herds suf-
fered heavy losses. Weather also took
a toll in parts of central Oregon and in
portions of Lake and Klamath Coun-
ties. Game birds as well as big game
suffered in these areas.

More than 50 bills and resolutions
concerning fish and wildlife or Com-
mission operations were considered by
the 1969 Legislature. Following many
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years of effort by organized sportsmen,
a bill was enacted giving greater rec-
ognition to steelhead trout as a game
fish. Armed with this legislative direc-
tive, the Fish Commission of Oregon,
jointly with the Washington Depart-
ment of Fisheries, adopted commercial
fishing regulations on the Columbia
River this past summer that reduced
the commercial catch of that valuable
game fish.

Hunting license and tag fee increas-
es authorized by the 1967 Legislature
took effect on January 1, 1969. Addi-
tional changes in the licensing struc-

ture were made in the 1969 session.
Effective the first of January, persons
70 years of age or older who have
lived in Oregon for five years are
eligible to receive a free fishing or
hunting license. Also, persons 65 years
of age or older who have lived in Ore-
gon for 50 years prior to application
are eligible to receive a fishing or
hunting license for $1. The birth year
limitation for the pioneer license was
eliminated. The old age-indigent li-
cense provision in the law was re-
pealed.

(continued next page)

The beaver was officially designated Oregon state animal by the Legislature. More than 50 bills
concerning fish and wildlife or Commission operations were considered in the 1969 session.



'69 Hilites
(continued from page 3)

Extreme winter weather took its toll of game birds and animals. No antlerless deer permits were
authorized for western Oregon and quotas in eastern Oregon were reduced in many areas.

The Legislature authorized that
game animal tags and trapper licenses
will be valid on a fiscal rather than a
calendar year basis. These documents
will expire on June 30 each year. This
was done to provide more efficient and
responsive administration of big game
and trapping seasons and to lessen
the inconvenience to hunters. Basic
licenses will continue to be valid for
a calendar year.

Unfortunately, the Legislature failed
to pass legislation that would have
provided tax relief on Commission-
owned lands that are farmed to pro-
duce wildlife. In many cases the Com-
mission is paying more taxes on such
land than a private owner would pay,
contrary to the law requiring the Com-
mission to pay taxes. Tax assessments,
particularly near urban areas, have
risen sharply in recent years. This
trend may force the Commission to
liquidate or delay projects beneficial
to the wildlife resource and public
recreation.
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Taking winter losses into considera-
tion, the Commission adopted conserv-
ative regulations for 1969 hunting sea-
sons. For example, no antlerless deer
permits were authorized for western
Oregon and drastic reductions were
made in many eastern Oregon units.
It was anticipated that reduced hunt-
ing opportunities would result in few-
er hunters being in the field last fall.
This turned out to be true. The num-
ber of resident hunting licenses issued
dropped about 16,000 and the number
of deer hunters was off approximately
28,500. Unquestionably, the 1969 deer
harvest will be below the average of
recent years although individual hunt-
er success was better than had been
expected. Waterfowl provided the
bright spot in the fall hunting seasons.
Hunters enjoyed some of the finest
shooting in recent years and it is
probable that the yield will exceed
that of any recent year.

Two mountain goats about to be lifted to their
new home on Tanner Butte.

Trapping and transplanting of game
species continued. Four mountain
goats, obtained from the State of Wash-
ington, were released on Tanner Butte
in the vicinity of the Columbia Gorge.
Of 38 antelope trapped in Deschutes
County, 12 were released on the Na-
tional Grasslands in Jefferson County,
15 on the Ordnance Depot in Umatilla
County, and 11 on Virtue Flats in
Baker County.

Wild turkeys were introduced to
three more sites in eastern Oregon
two in Grant County and the third at
Summer Lake in Lake County. This is
a continuation of a trapping and trans-
planting program that has resulted in
establishing turkey populations in a
number of eastern Oregon areas. "

The Commission continued its ef-
forts to obtain a wider distribution of
Roosevelt elk in western Oregon. Ani-
mals trapped in Coos County were re-
leased on the South Fork of the Ump-
qua and in the Siuslaw Forest in Lake
County.

(continued next page)

Wild turkeys were introduced into three new
areas in eastern Oregon.



Returns of steelhead and salmon have set records in several streams and hatchery contribution to
the fishery has been important.

Salmon anglers had a fair year but not equal to the records set in 1967.

'69 Hi fifes
(continued)

In Clatsop County an ambitious proj-
ect was started to develop an area in
which persons can observe and photo-
graph wildlife in natural surround-
ings. The area, to be known as Jewell
Valley Wildlife Meadows, will be de-
veloped over a period of five years
and when completed will embrace
about 600 acres of timber and meadow
land. The core unit of 183 acres has
been acquired and habitat improve-
ment work started.

Gratifying to the Commission were
the record counts of anadromous fish
on the Rogue and North Umpqua
Rivers. The spring chinook count of
61,233 over Gold Ray Dam on the
Rogue was the highest ever recorded.
The summer steelhead count of 5,672
was the highest since 1943. A total of
20,777 spring chinook passed over Win-
chester Dam on the North Umpqua,
more than 9,000 above the previous
high recorded in 1965. The summer
steelhead run also established a new
record with almost 13,500 tallied com-
pared with the ten-year average of
around 3,000 fish. More than 45 percent
of the spring chinook and over 70 per-
cent of the summer steelhead originat-
ed from the Commission's Rock Creek
Hatchery on the North Umpqua.

Almost 309,000 sport fishermen mak-
ing more than 91,700 boat trips landed
over 255,000 salmon at ten popular
fishing ports along the coast during
the summer. The catch was down
about 34,000 fish from the previous
year and off about 100,000 from the
record-shattering year of 1967. Win-
chester Bay was the top producer, ex-
ceeding the total number of salmon
landed on the Oregon side of the mouth
of the Columbia.

(continued next page)
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'69 Hilites
(continued)

Pine Hollow Reservoir in Wasco
County was completed and filling com-
menced late in the year. This irrigation
reservoir includes a guaranteed mini-
mum pool to sustain fish, and perpet-
ual public access is assured. The Com-
mission cooperated in construction of
this impoundment. It will fill over the
winter and will be stocked and avail-
able for fishing this spring.

Land was acquired in Marion Coun-
ty as a site on which a public warm-
water game fishing complex will be
developed. Unfortunately, a lack of
Land and Water Conservation Fund
money has forced a delay in developing
this project.

After months of negotiations the
Commission deeded Government, Lem-
on, and McGuire Islands in the Colum-
bia River to the Port of Portland. In
exchange for the islands the Port
agreed to finance the acquisition of
other properties with equal or greater
wildlife values. The islands have been
used primarily as a waterfowl winter-
ing area and for hunting, but in recent
years other recreational uses such as
pleasure boating, camping, picnicking,
and water skiing have impaired wild-
life values.

Over a period of approximately three
months a team of five executives
studied the Commission's organization-
al structure and many of its admin-
istrative and other operational pro-
cedures. Implementation of recommen-
dations made by this Task Force will
increase efficiency and result in finan-
cial savings.

Construction of 235-acre Pine Hollow Reservoir was completed. It will provide a fishery in 1970.

Less of this sort of thing went on and hunting
accidents declined in 1969.

An encouraging reduction in the
number of hunting firearms accidents
was experienced. By the end of No-
vember there had been 6 fatal and 52
nonfatal firearms accidents compared
to 14 fatal and 69 nonfatal in 1968.
There are still far too many hunting
accidents, almost all of which result
from carelessness, and it is the Com-
mission's objective in 1970 to achieve
an even greater reduction than oc-
curred in 1969.

This brief summary by no means
covers all of the important work that
was undertaken in 1969. Only some of
the highlights have been listed. The
routine management activities that go
on day after day and year after year
are equally if not more important in
assuring wildlife resources and recrea-
tional opportunities for the people of
Oregon.
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License Fee Changes
Due for Elder Citizens

Elder hunters and fishermen of the
state are affected by a change in li-
cense fee schedules as of January 1,
1970.

A new law eliminates the old aged-
indigent license, changes the fee and
other requirements for pioneer licenses,
and provides for free licenses for hunt-
ers and fishermen aged 70 or over with
five years residency.

Effective with the 1970 licenses the
fee on pioneer licenses is $1 for hunt-
ing, $1 for angling, $2 for the combi-
nation. Requirements to be met for
pioneer licenses have been changed to
persons aged 65 or over who have
been a resident of the state for 50
years immediately prior to the date of
application. There is no longer a birth
year limitation.

Pioneers who qualify need to make
formal application only once to place
him or her on a permanent roster.
Annual renewal requests must be made
thereafter, submitted directly to the
Portland office of the Game Commis-
sion.

The Legislature discontinued the old
aged-indigent license and replaced it

/".." with a senior citizen license. Beginning
in 1970 senior citizens aged 70 or over
who have resided within the state for
a period of five years will be issued
hunting and fishing licenses free of
charge. Elder citizens who qualify for
this license must apply annually di-
rectly to the Game Commission's Port-
land office.

The holder of a senior citizen license
will be required to pay the regular
fees for deer, elk, antelope, salmon,
and other tags or permits. Pioneer li-
cense holders can obtain an elk tag at
a reduced rate of $2.50.

WHAT ELSE IS NEW?
Concern over the pollution of our

environment is reaching new heights.
It's a brand new cause for many of
the concerned youth. We say more
power to them, but to put things into
perspective would like to remind there
have been those who have trod the
path before.

A quote from the 1911 annual report
of the State Game Warden William
Finley"The propagation of fish is not
sufficient if we allow our streams to
be polluted with the filth of factories,
mills and cities . ."

Makes one wonder if we'll learn to
use history as a teacher!
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EMERGENCY HUNT ROSTER
TO BE ESTABLISHED

Oregon hunters interested in partici-
pating in emergency big game hunts
which may be scheduled to control
crop damage in 1970 have until Janu-
ary 15 to submit applications.

Hunters wishing to sign up are asked
to submit applications by postcard
listing name, address, telephone num-
ber, and the county applied for. Hunt-
ers are reminded to file for one county
only. Applications must be sent to the
Game Commission's Portland office,
1634 S.W. Alder.

Resident hunters 18 years of age or
older may apply. A hunting license is
not necessary to apply but licenses
will be required if a hunt is called.
Hunters must also be able to partici-
pate on short notice.

Emergency hunts are scheduled to
control crop damage which may occur
at any time during 1970. Since it is
impossible to predict when or if such
damage might occur, it becomes neces-
sary to establish county rosters at the
beginning of each year.

The chance to participate in such a
hunt is small. Nevertheless, if a hunter
wishes to have that chance he must
have his name on the roster. Only a
few such seasons have been held since
1957, the year that emergency hunts
were first authorized.

An emergency hunt is limited to not
more than a township in size and for
the taking of not more than 75 animals.

RARE WOLVERINE TO BE
PLACED ON EXHIBIT

An Oregon wolverine accidentally
trapped on the east slopes of Broken
Top Mountain in the Todd Lake area
of central Oregon will be mounted and
eventually placed on exhibit at the
Portland headquarters of the Game
Commission.

The 21-pound female was caught in
a marten set, a small trap which un-
der normal circumstances would never
hold such a large and powerful animal.
The trapper tried unsuccessfully to
free the protected furbearer but the big
wolverine proved too much for him to
handle.

Wolverines were thought to be ex-
tinct in Oregon until September 1965
when one was killed by a deer hunter
on the north slopes of Three Fingered
Jack Mountain. This was the first wol-
verine sighted in the state since 1912.

State law presently protects wolver-
ines. Several sightings have been made
in recent years in the Three Fingered
Jack area, the Three Sisters Wilder-
ness Area, and the Waldo Lake coun-
try. Although still rare in the state,
the wolverine appears to be showing
some increase.

Head ff body 29 32; fail 7219:
weight ZO-55 /bs: Looks likes/nal/
bear with bushy tail. Co/or dark brown

to black will, 2 broad yellowish stripes
joining on rump. Large -fee,i,poiverful
semi-retractable claws_aid_in tree climbing.

Page 7



1970 Angling
Regulations Set

Oregon sport fishermen will begin
the 1970 general trout season April 18,
except for streams in Zone 1 and the
high lakes, with the season extending
through October 31. High lakes in the
Cascade, Paulina, and Siskiyou Moun-
tains and streams in Zone 1 will open
May 23 with the season extending
through October 31.

In a major move the Commission re-
moved the weekly possession limit on
salmon anglers in the offshore fish-
ery and set an aggregate season bag
limit for salmon and steelhead at 40
such fish in the ocean and western
Oregon waters. Ocean anglers will still
be restricted to the 3 fish daily limit
but would have no weekly possession
limit as previously. The possession
limit of 6 salmon was retained in all
other waters of the state and salmon
and steelhead anglers fishing eastern
Oregon streams above Bonneville Dam
will be restricted to 20 salmon and 20
steelhead for the season.

The Commission adopted a fish-for-
fun rule on the Snake River for stur-
geon and reduced the daily trout bag
limit from 15 to 10. Idaho recently
adopted a similar fish-for-fun rule on
these large trophy fish.

Hills Creek and Agate Reservoirs
were opened to year-round trout fish-
ing. The Commission accepted in part
a recommendation by a delegation
from Sweet Home by opening Green
Peter Reservoir to trout angling Janu-
ary 1 extending through October 31.
The bag limit from January 1 to April
17 will be 5 trout. The delegation had
requested both Green Peter and Foster
Reservoirs be opened to year-round
trout fishing. However, the Commis-
sion was concerned about young sal-
mon and steelhead migrating from
these impoundments, especially during
the fall months, and heavy concentra-
tions of these fish coupled with low
water at Foster during most of the
winter.

A few other changes were made by
the Commission. The regulations book-
let will be available this month.

The Sparrow Hawk
The sparrow hawk, or kestrel as it is

frequently called, is the most abundant
and widely distributed raptorial bird
on the North American continent. It
occupies a range which extends from
coast to coast and from the northern
tundras south to Panama. In Oregon it
is a common permanent resident in all
parts of the state and is as much at
home in the sagebrush regions east of
the Cascades as it is on the farm
lands of the Willamette Valley.

Calling this bird a sparrow hawk is
certainly a misnomer for that name
rightfully belongs to the sharp-shinned
hawk, a bird whose primary diet con-
sists of sparrows and other small birds.
Grasshopper hawk would be a far bet-
ter descriptive term, for grasshoppers,
not small birds, are its favorite prey.

This beautifully marked hawk is in
reality a true falcon and a close rela-
tive of the peregrine and prairie fal-
cons. Its long, pointed wings and
streamlined appearance are designed
for speed in flight and are character-
istic of all members of this fast-flying
family.

In size the sparrow hawk is only
slightly larger than a robin but when
in flight it appears much bigger. It
has a wingspread of two feet and an
overall length of 11 inches. The back

and tail are reddish-brown and the
face handsomely marked with a black
and white pattern. The underparts vary
in color from white to brown and are
frequently heavily spotted with black.

To most travelers of Oregon high-
ways the sparrow hawk is a familiar
sight as it perches on a telephone pole
or power line, now and then darting to
the ground to capture a grasshopper
or mouse which its keen eyes have
detected. In addition to hunting for its
prey in this manner, it often hovers
over a field on rapidly beating wings
while carefully scanning the area be-
low for some evidence of an edible
tidbit.

Unlike most hawks, which either
make true nests in trees or on bare
cliffs, the sparrow hawk hides its three
to five eggs in deep hollowseither in
the natural cavity of a tree or in a
hole excavated by a flicker or other
large woodpecker. In areas where nat-
ural nesting sites are not found the
sparrow hawk readily accepts bird
houses, provided the openings are suf-
ficiently large to permit entry. Nest
boxes erected throughout the state pri-
marily for wood ducks have also
nroved to be choice nesting sites and
have eased the housing shortage for
this colorful little falcon.

C. E. Kebbe

41,ESON----STAN.
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