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A ring-tailed cat, unique in the southwest-

ern part of Oregon.
Photo by William Finley

HUNTER SAFETY

TRAINING PROGRAM
Instructors Approved

Month of April 18
Total to Date 3,886

Students Trained
Month of April 778
Total to Date 151,693

Firearms Casualties Reported in 1970
Fatal 0
Nonfatal 4
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Starling
The European starling, which is now

found as a resident species across the
North American continent, was intro-
duced in Oregon as early as 1889 by
the Portland Song Bird Club. Thirty-
five pairs of birds were released in
Portland and appeared to have become
established. However, after an initial
and rapid increase the population sud-
denly declined and by 1902 had dis-
appeared entirely.

The starlings now found in Oregon
apparently had their origin from im-
portations planted in Central Park,
New York, in 1890 and 1891. One hun-
dred birds were released and from
this site they eventually spread across
the continent. For the first 15 years
they remained in the vicinity of New
York City with very little expansion of
range. Movement outside the city was
slow at first but by 1910 it became
much more rapid. By 1926 breeding
birds were common in the midwest
and by 1945 had reached eastern Ore-
gon. They are now a common breed-
ing species throughout the state and
one of the most abundant wintering
birds.

When seen at a distance the starling
strongly resembles the native black-
birds but at close range the glossy
purple and green plumage with fine
speckling can readily be seen. During
the fall and winter the long, sharp bill
is brown but with the approach of the
spring breeding season it turns yellow.
When in flight the starling, with its
short, stubby tail, has the triangular
appearance of a meadowlark. The
flight, however, is swift and direct, not
intermittent like the meadowlark or
rising and falling like most blackbirds.

Starlings are early nesters and, be-
ing very aggressive, will occupy wood-

pecker holes, nest boxes, and natural
cavities before the native and, perhaps,
more desirable species are ready to
nest. They will make do with any
type of cavity when necessary and
will fill it with untidy masses of grass,
twigs, and rubbish. The male will as-
sist to a certain extent in nest build-
ing and in incubating the four to six
pale blue eggs for the two weeks it
takes them to hatch. After the young
are on the wing the nest is refurbished
and a second brood raised.

As an effective destroyer of insects
the starling has few equals among
the birds of Oregon. Its food consists
of all kinds of animal matter includ-
ing insects, millipeds, spiders, and
snails. It also consumes a great deal
of vegetable matter and on occasion
makes serious raids on farm crops.

Even though starlings are highly
beneficial in destroying injurious in-
sects they have acquired a bad reputa-
tion in other areas of activity. In the
first place they congregate in huge
roosts in holly orchards, parks, and on
buildings during the winter months,
causing considerable damage and cre-
ating an unsightly and unsanitary
mess. In the second place they tend to
take over the nesting sites of the more
desirable native birds such as blue-
birds, swallows, woodpeckers, and
wood ducks. And finally, they often
raid cherry orchards, vineyards, and
cattle feed lots where they cause con-
siderable damage.

The introduction of the starling is
often used as an example of the dan-
gers inherent in transplanting wildlife
without making a proper evaluation of
the ultimate consequences. The dam-
age that is done by this undesirable
species far exceeds all of its bene-
ficial deeds.

C. E. Kebbe
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SOUTHWEST REGION

Between Lane County and the Cali-
fornia border, the crest of the Cascades
and the Pacific Ocean lies an area of
forests, fertile valleys and scenic ocean
beaches the Southwest Region.

The history of the region is rich in
Indian lore, gold mining and pioneer-
ing. Names which include Applegate,
Douglas, Lane and others appear often
in the historical accounts and maps of
the area, honoring men and women
who played a part in the early settle-
ment of Southwest Oregon. Evidence
of early mining may still be found on
Steamboat Creek, Cow Creek, Galice
Creek, and the Applegate River. In
some of these areas, mining claims are
still being worked. At Riddle the only
nickel-producing mine in the United
States is presently being operated by
Hanna Mining Company.

Leading industries of the area are
timber, agriculture, and tourism. Dia-
mond Lake, Crater Lake, Winchester
Bay, Coos Bay, Kalmiopsis Wild Area,
and innumerable other points of inter-
est provide attractions for tours from
one weekend to all summer.

With a large part of the region in
public ownership there is ready ac-
cess to the many fine lakes and
streams.

Two of the streams which have be-
come known world-wide through the
praises of the late President Herbert
Hoover and the distinguished author
Zane Grey are the Rogue River and
the Umpqua River.

The Umpqua River and Douglas
County are synonymous as the water-
shed limits of this great river system
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By J. W. VAUGHN, Regional Supervisor

are entirely within the county. The
North Umpqua heads high in the Cas-
cades and joins the outflow of Dia-
mond and Maidu Lakes. It flows 106
miles through steep, forested land to
its meeting with the South Umpqua
in the heart of Garden Valley. Ex-
cellent water quantity and quality
allow runs of both summer and winter
fish. The South Umpqua heads lower
in the Cascades flowing through 104
miles of flat, cultivated and populous
valleys to a meeting with the North
Umpqua River. Summer flows become
low and warm, limiting production to
fall and winter runs of fish. From the
forks the Umpqua flows an additional
112 miles through steep, forested areas
and narrow shoestring valleys to its
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Winchester Bay is second only to the Columbia
in salmon fishing popularity.

mouth at Winchester Bay and the
Pacific Ocean.

Early records of spring chinook in
this river indicate that the runs may
have reached 25,000 fish with summer
steelhead runs of 12,500 fish. But by
1946 the salmon runs had declined to
3,000 fish counted at the Winchester
Dam at Roseburg. There were only
2,000 summer steelhead recorded in
the runs of the early 1950s. Protective
measures and improved hatchery tech-
niques increased these runs to approx-
imately 21,000 spring chinook and
15,000 summer steelhead in 1969.

Other species of game fish in the
system are cutthroat and rainbow
trout, striped bass, coho salmon, smelt,
shad, and sturgeon. During angling
season rainbow trout populations are
supplemented with yearling stocks
from the Rock Creek Hatchery at
Idleyld.

Winchester Bay, where the Umpqua
River enters the Pacific Ocean, is con-
sidered the finest sport salmon fishing
area south of the Columbia River. Ap-
proximately 51,000 anglers take 61,000
salmon annually out of this port. In
addition to salmon, anglers take large
numbers of rock and bottom fish.
Douglas County values the Winchester
Bay sport fishery in excess of 4.5 mil-
lion dollars annually.

Diamond Lake, nestled between Mt.
Bailey and Mt. Thielsen with its ex-
cellent forest camps and resort facili-
ties, contributes an average of 334,000
rainbow trout to 127,000 anglers dur-
ing the trout season. These fish are

(continued page 5)
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THE
SOUTHWEST

REGION

Striped bass are found in the estuaries and
rivers of southwestern Oregon and provide an

exciting fishery.

Trapping and transplanting of Roosevelt elk has been taking place in the Millicoma area.

One of the state's most popular fishing lakes Diamond is located in the Cascade area of
southwestern Oregon.

The viewing window in the fish ladder at Win-
chester Dam on the Umpqua allows counters to
tally and record by species fish going upstream.
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The
Southwest Region

(continued from page 3)

released in the lake as fingerlings and
allowed to mature in the food-rich
water of the lake.

The Rogue River heads on the slopes
of ancient Mt. Mazama, cascades
through the timbered valleys of the
Rogue River Forest, flows through the
rich Medford and Grants Pass valleys,
and plunges into the famous Rogue
River Canyon to eventually meet the
Pacific Ocean at Gold Beach. Zane
Grey had much to say about the fish-
ing and beauty of this wild river.
Many anglers, vacationers, and resi-
dents still enjoy the rugged beauty of
this stream as it passes through the
canyon to the sea.

The Rogue system drains an area of
roughly 5,160 square miles and ap-
proximately 2,500 individual streams
make up its system. Several large im-
poundments and many small lakes
dot the headwaters of this stream.

Famous for its salmon and steelhead
angling, the Rogue provides oppor-
tunities for year around enjoyment.
Spring chinook enter the stream in
late March and are by subse-
quent runs throughout the summer.
Summer steelhead begin their up-
stream journey in early May and con-
tinue into December. Starting in early
fall the winter steelhead follow the
same route. These magnificent winter
fish provide thrills to the angler until
late March when the chinook cycle
begins anew. The Butte Falls Hatch-
ery supplements the catchable trout
offered the anglers of the Rogue River
and its many tributaries. A variety of
species including rainbow, cutthroat,
brown, and the kokanee challenges
the angler's skill in the reservoirs and
lakes such as Howard Prairie, Willow
Creek Reservoir, and Fish Lake, to
name a few. Lakes and reservoirs are
stocked annually from hatcheries at
Butte Falls, Fort Klamath, Rock Creek
and Oak Springs to provide the excel-
lent fishery anglers enjoy in these
waters.

Salmon and steelhead fingerling are
also reared in these hatcheries to sup-
plement the wild stocks in the Rogue
River whose runs of spring chinook
numbered over 61,000 at Gold Ray
Dam in 1969.

Although supplemental stocking of
salmon, steelhead and trout are im-
portant to the Rogue River fishery,
maintaining fish habitat is also essen-
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tial. Over 150 rotary fish screens are
maintained in irrigation and power
diversions on the Rogue, Applegate,
and Illinois River systems to prevent
loss of young salmon and steelhead as
they migrate to the ocean. Numerous
dams, large and small, require fish
passage facilities so that adult salmon
and steelhead can reach their ances-
tral spawning grounds.

The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
has proposed to build dams on the
Rogue River, Applegate River, and Elk
Creek from which water from storage
will be released into the Rogue River
during periods of low flow. A hatchery
is proposed which will add to the
salmon and steelhead runs as well as
the trout fishery with 425,000 pounds
of fingerling fish annually.

The mouth of the Rogue at Gold
Beach offers a unique fishery in the
"half-pounder," a small, usually im-
mature, steelhead ranging in length
from 12 to 17 inches. This fish is
found in abundance along the lower
Rogue to Agness and in the mouth of
the Illinois River during the late sum-
mer months. The spring chinook fish-
ery is also quite spectacular with the
many boats anchored above favorite
fishing holes.

Many fishing opportunities are of-
fered the angler along the Southwest
Region's coast from the Winchuck Riv-
er to the Umpqua. Streams such as
the Chetco, Sixes, Elk, Pistol, Coquille,
Coos Rivers and Tenmile Creek provide
the angler with unforgettable experi-
ence when the steelhead, fall chinook,
and sea-run cutthroat runs are at their
peak. Rock promontories all along the
coast provide a "grab-bag" of the
many marine fishes. Ports at Brook-
ings, Gold Beach, Port Orford, Bandon,
and Coos Bay provide ocean access for
the offshore salmon and reef angler.

Coastal and mountain lakes such as
Garrison, Floras, Bradley, Tenmile, and
many others are stocked with rainbow
and cutthroat trout provided by the
Bandon Hatchery.

In Coos Bay, the largest estuary on
the Oregon coast, striped bass, stur-
geon, shad, crabs, and clams are avail-
able. During the summer months a
fine offshore salmon fishery attracts
approximately 35,000 anglers annually
who catch 25,000 to 33,000 fish.

Since the Southwest Region is pri-
marily a timber producing area, log-
ging has created ideal habitat for deer
and elk. Blacktail deer, Roosevelt elk
and whitetail deer are the big game
animals that thrive in the cut-over
areas. The blacktail may be found
throughout the entire region. A rem-

nant population of whitetail deer per-
sists in a small area along the North
Umpqua River near Roseburg.

Hunting opportunities in the region
include as wide a range of game spe-
cies as can be imagined. In addition
to deer and elk, black bear are found
throughout the region. The shotgunner
has a choice of upland game from
ring-necked pheasants, valley quail
and mountain quail, blue and ruffed
grouse, and silver gray squirrels to
the migratory mourning dove and
band-tailed pigeon. Waterfowl enthu-
siasts can find a dozen or more species
of ducks, geese, coots, and snipe, al-
though some may be in limited
numbers.

Beaver, mink, and muskrat are the
important furbearers in the region. The
efforts of some 45 to 50 trappers make
Douglas the second highest fur-pro-
ducing county in Oregon. An animal
peculiar to the Southwest Region is
the ringtail cat. Although few of these
animals are ever seen, since they are
nocturnal, they are quite prevalent in
Curry County.

Numbers and distribution of game
animals are affected most by changes
in agricultural and timber practices.
On Weyerhaeuser's Millicoma Tree
Farm in Coos County, timber manage-
ment has been a boon to elk produc-
tion. Abundance of these animals in
the area has resulted in a Commission
program of trapping and transplanting
animals to areas that are not occupied
by elk.

Dart guns and tranquilizing drugs
were used at the beginning of the pro-
gram in 1967 and no more than 30 to
35 animals could be moved annually.
In 1969 traps baited with alfalfa hay
were developed to capture the elk.
During January, February, and March
1970, 134 elk were trapped and moved
to half a dozen other counties.

To provide additional hunting and
angling opportunities a game manage-
ment area is maintained at White City
near Medford. Here 1,200 to 1,500 cock
pheasants are reared to maturity and
released in the region during the hunt-
ing season. Several warm-water fish
ponds on the area provide recreation
for the anglers.

Management of the fish and game
resource of the Southwest Region is
directed from the regional office at
Roseburg. Five fishery districts and
three game districts divide the region
into working units to maintain the ex-
cellent quality hunting and fishing the
people of Oregon have always enjoyed.
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WHY AREN'T THERE
MORE PHEASANTS?

No one knows for sure and, despite
considerable research throughout the
nation, the exact reasons for pheasant
declines have not been pinpointed.

Many theories have been proposed,
including inclement weather during
the nesting season, predators such as
skunks and foxes, sonic booms which
render the eggs infertile, pesticides,
and loss of habitat. All of these fac-
tors may play a part but the basic
issue apparently centers around habi-
tat conditions.

All game species, including pheas-
ants, are dependent on the environ-
ment. The better pheasant popula-
tions occur on the most productive ag-
ricultural lands where some grain is
produced. Although pheasants do exist
in mountain valleys where grain crops
are a rarity, such populations are low
and some type of seed other than
grain is usually present.

Pheasants require a year-long food
supply, including some grain for win-
ter use, as well as cover for protection
and nesting purposes. A look at cur-
rent farming practices and trends in
industrial and housing developments
reveals substantial changes in recent
years with promises of more to come.
Small farms are no longer popular and
the trend continues toward larger own-
erships. Fences are removed and sin-
gle-crop agriculture replaces diversi-
fied farming as ownerships combine,
resulting in fewer edge areas avail-
able for game bird use. A square mile
of rye grass, for example, will produce
less pheasants than a similar area
devoted to a variety of crops.

Much former pheasant habitat, par-
ticularly in the Willamette Valley, has
been displaced by housing develop-
ments and industrial complexes. The
weedy fence row or field corner so im-
portant for pheasant cover no longer
is popular and is either plowed or
sprayed to remove plants considered
undesirable by the farmer. Even in
Malheur County, once considered the
most productive pheasant area in the
state, farming practices have changed.
Irrigation ditches with their cover of
grasses and weeds have been replaced
by concrete flumes and fields are
plowed soon after harvest, leaving no
winter cover.

Although the long-range trend ap-
pears to be downward due to changed
Page 6

ANSWERS ABOUT BIRDS
by Bob Mace

farming practices and increased comp-
etition for land, pheasant numbers
fluctuate between years in response to
nesting season success. Hunter success
can be predicted on the basis of mid-
August brood production counts and
hunting regulations are established
accordingly.

SEVERAL YEARS AGO WE HAD A
LABOR DAY CHUKAR SEASON.
WHY DID YOU DISCONTINUE THIS?

Regulations are established annual-
ly on the basis of brood count infor-
mation and the expressed desires of the
public and are subject to review each
year.

Although a Labor Day season does
provide for an early hunting experi-
ence, the weather generally is warm
with the result that the birds are con-
centrated near water. This encourages
driving along the stream courses and
hunting from the road. Another dis-
advantage of such an early season is
that many of the young birds are
quite small and should have an op-
portunity to mature before being
hunted.

Some disapproval of a Labor Day
season was voiced by private land-
owners who were concerned over the
fire hazard existing in early Septem-
ber. Much of the chukar habitat on
the lower Deschutes and John Day
Rivers is in private ownership and
this concern had some influence on
the Commission's decision to set a lat-
er opening concurrent with the deer
season.

There appears to be more interest
in extending the chukar season as
long as possible rather than an earlier
opening. The dedicated chukar enthu-
siast realizes that hunting has little
influence on population numbers and
welcomes the prolonged opportunity to
expend energy in pursuit of the bird.

WHY DON'T YOU SET THE DUCK
SEASON SO WE CAN KILL
SOME BIRDS IN OUR LOCAL AREA?

Waterfowl are subject to interna-
tional treaties between the United
States, Canada, and Mexico. The Mi-
gratory Bird Treaty Act places primary
responsibility for waterfowl and other
migratory birds within the jurisdiction
of the federal government and the
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife,
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, is the
agency delegated to administer water-
fowl regulations and management. In-
dividual states do have an obligation
to participate in management of the
resource and Oregon fulfills this ob-
ligation.

Each year the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, after due consideration of all
data, drafts a regulations framework
within which the states may select
season dates and bag limits. In 1969,
for example, Oregon was allowed an
86-day duck season to be held be-
tween the outside dates of October 4
and January U. The state could have
split the season into two segments but
selecting the split season would have
meant a 10 percent loss in total hunt-
ing days available. Since waterfowl
hunters have traditionally supported a
straight season providing as many
hunting days as possible, a split sea-
son has never been adopted in Oregon.

In considering season opening and
closing dates, one must have some
knowledge of the population buildup
in various areas of the state as the
birds move southward. The flight is
fairly early in south-central Oregon
with both ducks and geese arriving
shortly after the first of October and
leaving the Summer Lake, Malheur
Lake, and Klamath Basin areas with
the freezeup in November. An earlier
opening would have benefited this
particular section of the state.

Elsewhere, however, the flights are
much later. Hunting along the coast
would be best in late December and
through January. The peak of the fall
flight at Sauvie Island and throughout
the Willamette Valley is reached
around mid-November. Flights build
up in the Columbia Basin and along
the Snake River in Malheur County
during December. On the basis of this
knowledge, it is apparent that the best
hunting will be enjoyed over a major-
ity of the state when the season closes
as late as possible.
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WHY NOT STOCK
MORE PHEASANTS?

The Commission maintains a game
e"--; farm on the E. E. Wilson Game Man-

agement Area north of Corvallis. Ap-
proximately 20,000 pheasants are pro-
duced yearly of which 12,000 are re-
leased as adult roosters immediately
prior to or during the hunting season.
Game farm releases represent a small
segment of the total pheasant harvest
and hunter success depends mainly on
birds raised in the wild.

The cost of raising and releasing a
pheasant limits the extent of this pro-
gram. Approximately $2.50 is invested
in an adult rooster at the time of re-
lease and hunters seldom harvest more
than half the birds. The revenue from
one hunting license will provide but
one game farm pheasant in the bag
if half the released birds are re-
covered.

A major function of the game farm
is to provide pheasants for restocking
habitat where severe weather or other
natural catastrophes have decimated
the breeding stock. The liberated bird
also absorbs hunting pressure near
centers of population. Releases on
game management areas and other
public lands provide a substantial
amount of recreation where upland
game hunting opportunities are other-
wise limited. While the cost of pro-
ducing pheasants is high, the increas-
ing demand may justify planting more
birds which could be financed by
charging an extra fee or by diverting
funds from other game activities.

WITH THE DEMAND ON SAUVIE
ISLAND AND OTHER WATERFOWL
MANAGEMENT AREAS, WHY DON'T
YOU PURCHASE MORE PUBLIC
HUNTING GROUNDS?

The main reason is economic. Ex-
penditures on waterfowl management
account for 19 percent of the Game
Division budget but waterfowl hunting
represents only 13 percent of the total
recreation provided. On the other
hand, 62 percent of the budget ex-
penditures are made on big game
species which accommodate 79 percent
of the hunting pressure. Increasing
the expenditures on waterfowl can be
done only at the expense of other
game resources which support more
hunting pressure.

Even more significant is the ratio
of expenditures on game management
areas. Approximately 70 percent of all
funds used for the purchase, develop-
ment, and operation of game manage-
ment areas have been expended on
waterfowl projects and a further in-
crease in this percentage cannot be
justified.
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WE NEED A GAME BIRD WHICH
WILL PROVIDE GOOD HUNTING
IN WESTERN OREGON. WHAT ARE
YOU PEOPLE DOING TO SATISFY
THIS NEED?

Efforts are being continued to locate
a species adaptable to western Oregon
but finding a suitable bird does not
appear too promising.

Currently, three species are being
reared on the game farm for trial in-
troduction. These are the Kalij pheas-
ant, a native of the rain forests of
India; the bamboo partridge, a native
of China; and the Chilean brushland
tinamou, a small bird found along
the humid coast of Chile. Several trial
introductions of all three species have
been made in various parts of western
Oregon, including along the coast, but
results have not been encouraging.
Obtaining enough birds for trans-
planting is difficult due to a combina-
tion of poor egg production, low fertil-
ity, and high chick mortality.

Despite the discouraging results to
date, work will continue on these spe-
cies as well as seeking other possi-
bilities.

Bamboo partridge is one of the new birds being
tried in Oregon.

I WANT TO RAISE SOME
PHEASANTS. WHERE CAN
I OBTAIN EGGS?

Surplus eggs can be obtained from
the Game Commission during the
pheasant laying season from early
April through mid-May. An individual
or family may obtain up to 50 eggs
with the provision that at least half
the birds raised be released at ten
weeks of age. The remaining birds
may be kept for personal use provid-
ing the raiser obtain a holding permit
which costs $1 and must be renewed
annually.

A person may obtain eggs by phon-
ing or writing the Portland office of
the Game Commission (P.O. Box 3503),
and will be notified when and where
to pick up the order.

Since most of the pheasants re-
leased are roosters, the chicks are
sexed at the time of hatching and the
females are available for distribution
under a share program the same as
for eggs. The limit is 50 chicks per
individual or family and these must
be picked up at the game farm the
day of hatching.

Commercial breeders who wish to
raise pheasants for sale must first ob-
tain a game breeders license which
costs $5 yearly. Surplus eggs or chicks
can be purchased, if available, at 15c
per egg or 25c per female chick. Those
wishing to raise a larger number of
pheasants for personal use may also
purchase eggs or chicks at the above
prices.

WHERE CAN I OBTAIN A HAWK
TO TRAIN FOR FALCONRY?

The only source would be from a
game breeder raising the birds and
there is little chance of acquiring a
hawk in Oregon. Most birds are pur-
chased from outside the state.

Oregon law protects hawks from
hunting as well as being taken from
the wild and permits are not issued
for trapping or for holding an illegally
taken bird in captivity. The law also
prohibits any person from removing
the nest or eggs of any wild bird.

(continued
next page)
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ABOUT
BIRDS

(continued)

THE MOURNING DOVE IS SUCH A
TINY, DEFENSELESS BIRD.
WHY ALLOW IT TO BE HUNTED?

The dove is classified as a game bird
by the legislature and, as such, is sub-
ject to hunting. Primary responsibility
for hunting regulations on this species
rests with the federal government
which manages it in accord with inter-
national treaties involving both Can-
ada and Mexico. The federal govern-
ment does authorize the states to reg-
ulate hunting within limitations as to
season length and bag limit. Thirty-
seven of the contiguous forty-eight
states hunt the mourning dove. The
remaining states are located in the
northern part of the country where
there is no incentive for hunting since
most doves have departed southward
by September 1 when the season opens.

There is considerable interest in
dove hunting in Oregon. An estimated
18,900 hunters bagged 199,000 doves
during the 1969 season and enjoyed
80,000 man-days of recreation while
hunting. It should be emphasized that
hunters finance the management pro-
gram designed to improve conditions
for doves and such financing is based
on the importance of the species for
hunting purposes. While the bird is
small, it does provide a very challeng-
ing target and the meat is delicious.

Hunting is not the major cause of
mortality. Results of a dove banding
program in the Rogue River Valley in-
dicated that less than 7 percent of the
birds were taken by hunters. Since
the annual turnover of a bird popula-
tion may average as much as 75 per-
cent between fall and spring, the re-
mainder of the mortality must be at-
tributed to weather conditions, preda-
tion, disease, food shortages, and other
factors that serve to stabilize the
breeding population between years.

FULVOUS DUCKS
IN OREGON

A flock of fulvous tree ducks was
recorded wintering in Oregon, the first
known sighting of these colorful, long-
legged ducks, whose range seldom ex-
tends farther north than southern
California.

The birds were spotted by Ed
Schwartz, fishery biologist for the
Game Commission in the Coos Bay
district, in the marshlands on the
north side of Coos Bay. These marshes
are located somewhat off the beaten
path in the sand dune area adjacent
to the ocean and the bay.

Schwartz said the flock numbered
11 birds. They appeared more curious
than afraid and could be approached
to within a stone's throw. For scientif-
ic records, one bird was collected by
the Game Commission for live mount-
ing. Numerous photographs, both col-
or and black and white, were obtained
to record this complete stranger to
Oregon in its full winter plumage.

The name "tree duck" is actually a
misnomer, for this colorful duck is
neither a tree percher nor habitually
a tree nester. It will occasionally nest
in hollow trees, but usually the nest
is placed in tules or grasses at the
edge of pond or swamp.

The fulvous tree duck (Dendrocygna
bicolor helva) is a medium-sized, long-
legged, long-necked duck somewhat
goose-like in appearance and habits.
In Mexico and southern United States
it is known as the Mexican squealer

Ebert Receives Award

Paul Ebert (left) receives the South Riverside
Kiwanis award from club president Dave Shipley.
The award is given each year to the "Conser-
vationist of the Year" selected from numerous
names submitted by various groups throughout
Oregon. The award was made in May at the

club meeting in Portland.

or yellow-bellied fiddler duck. Its call
is a loud squeal-like whistle.

Color is brownish to yellow with
rusty reddish head and flanks. Back
is brownish-black with feathers strong-
ly tipped with reddish-brown or buff.
Wings are chocolate brown on both
the upper and under surfaces. It has a
creamy stripe along the flanks which
joins a creamy tail patch, similar to
the white tail patch on the Canada
goose. The term "fulvous" means deep
yellow or tawny and refers to the color
of the bird.

It has the most extraordinary range
of all species of ducks, being found in
five widely separated colonies: India,
east Africa, southern South America,
northern South America, and southern
United States and northern Mexico.

It usually migrates from the United
States into Mexico quite early in the
fall. Because of its early migration
pattern, it is rarely taken by North
American hunters. Rare sightings of
the fulvous tree duck have been re-
ported in British Columbia and in the
state of Washington.
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