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A classical buffalo pose. Their decline is a

classical example of wildlife displaced. See

feature article.
Photo by William Finley

HUNTER SAFETY
TRAINING PROGRAM

Instructors Approved
Month of March 19
Total to Date 2,318

Students Trained
Month of March 703
Total to Date 165,556

Firearms Casualties Reported in 1971
Fatal 0

Nonfatal 6
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BADGER (Taxidea taxus)
The badger is one of the few animals that makes its living by outdigging other

earth-moving mammals. Equipped with short, powerful legs and long claws, this squat,
low-slung carnivore can move earth faster than the earth-living rodents on which it
feeds. The badger will eat anything in the way of meat, fresh or carrion, but rodents
make up the largest item in its diet. It is found in mountains as well as rangelands
and prefers the dryer climate of eastern and southern Oregon.

The general appearance of the badger is stocky, flat-bodied, with broad, flattened
head, short legs and tail. Fur is long and shaggy, silver gray, grizzled with brownish
color. Its face is black, marked with white over the forehead and around the eyes.
Weight is from 12 to 24 pounds.

Not much is known about the badger's private life. Mating usually takes place in
early autumn. Growth of the embryo is halted for several months and the young are
not born until the following May or June. The litter may vary from one to seven.
Young badgers are weaned when about half grown.

Some damage to fields and irrigation ditches is caused by badgers in agricultural
areas. However, the badger's score is heavily on the credit side since it is an important
control on the larger grain and forage-eating rodents.

Badgers do not hibernate in the true sense although they may become drowsy in
winter. The fur is one of the most durable known.

Moore Appointed To Game Commission
Governor Tom McCall recently ap-

pointed Frank Moore, Roseburg area busi-
nessman, to the Oregon State Game Com-
mission to replace John Amacher of
Winchester who retired last month.

Moore is well known in conservation
circles for his efforts in creating the film
"Pass Creek," depicting logging practices
harmful to fish runs.

He is an area director of the Oregon
Wildlife Federation and is active in the
Izaak Walton League and the American
Forestry Association. Moore owns the
Steamboat Inn east of Glide on the North
Umpqua River.

In 1969 he received the Conservationist
of the Year award from the Oregon Wild-
life Federation.

Big Game Hearing
The single public hearing for the set-

ting of the 1971 big game regulations
will be held on May 22 at the Portland
office of the Game Commission.

The public segment of the hearing will
start at 10 a.m. at S. W. 17th and Alder
in Portland. Only the season lengths, bag
limits, and other details on big game will
be discussed. The opening dates were set
in January.
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By RON SHAY

If one were to believe even a portion
of the emotion-laden propaganda that has
been emitting from many sources lately,
the only conclusion that could be drawn
would be that if we stopped all forms of
hunting, wildlife would abound . . . en-
dangered species would return in profuse
numbers . . . and there would be no need
to worry about the future of any of our
wildlife species.

SUCH IDEAS ARE SIMPLY NOT
TRUE!

Regarding the endangered species, we
quote Clinton H. Lostetter, Coordinator
Rare and Endangered Species, Western
United States, U. S. Bureau of Sport Fish-
eries and Wildlife. Commenting on the
foregoing hypothesis Lostetter said, "None
of the currently endangered species of
North America have been put in an en-
dangered situation by legal sports hunt-
ing."

To further refute the idea that the
hunter is the ogre causing the decline of
certain kinds of wildlife, consider the
whooping crane, endangered for many
years yet not legally hunted for even more
years, or the peregrine falcon, never a
game species and yet in serious straits.
The examples are manyfold.

We don't intend to get into a discus-
sion concerning the right of man to hunt
or not hunt. This is a philosophical debate
that ranks with religion and politics and
is possibly as irresolvable.

What we do want to do, hopefully, is
to direct your attention to some of the
TRUE destroyers of wildlife. The hunter
as well as the person just interested in
wildlife must work together to monitor
these destroyers if future generations are
to hear the song of a bird or get a glimpse
of some small animal . . . otherwise our
wildlife homes will be dried up, paved,
burnt, or poisoned!

We mention the wrath directed at the
hunter, hoping that it may point out
that there is much time and effort being
wasted damning hunting while the true
destroyers of wildlife go along their merry
way, destroyers that at times are being en-
dorsed or pointed up as progressive think-
ers by certain segments of the public.

But about the buffaloor bison, if you
carethat we have on our cover. This
behemoth of the plains is often pointed
to as a prime example of how the guns
of man can virtually exterminate a species
and how it can never again come back.

It is true that the commercial hide

(Continued on Page 4)
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More types of chemical sprays have been applied with increasing regularity in recent years. While
some kinds of sprays may benefit wildlife, many decrease populations immediately or gradually over a
long period of time.

Each new area of the land that is paved eliminates a bit more of the available food and shelter for
wildlife. Each mile of six-lane freeway takes more than 24 acres of ground out of habitat production.
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WILDLIFE

DISPLACED

hunters and meat hunters killed many
thousands of bison during the settlement
of the western United States. It is also
true that since then we never have had
the endless herds that once roamed the
prairies. And it is again true that we
probably never will have such herds. But
the cause and effect often get confused.

There is little doubt that the commer-
cial hunting did pull the animal numbers
way down. At the same time the hunting
was taking place and continuing after
the hunting had ceased was the home-
steading of the West. Ranges were fenced
and stocked with domestic cattle or
plowed and turned into grain fields. Bison
numbers have increased considerably in
limited areas since the population num-
bers were at the low ebb, while at the
same time the overall bison habitat has
rapidly disappeared.

In the United States we now have as
many of the big animals as can be sup-
ported by the available habitat remaining
of their original ranges. They have filled
all of the space that is open to them and
the annual reproduction on the reserves
and other areas has to be cropped to pro-
tect the land. "Progress" has been the
killer of the great bison herds . . . corn
fields, cows, and concrete have displaced
them.
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When the Chinese pheasant first arrived in Ore-
gon in the late 1800s, it found much to its liking.
Numerous rail fences with their mantle of brush
provided great quantities of food and shelter the
year around for birds.
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Modern farming practices have made many of
the farmlands useless to birds and small animals
seeking a place to live during the winter months.

Since 1940, in Linn County alone, an
estimated 200,000 acres or 59 percent of
the 340,000 acres of good pheasant habi-
tat have been lost through drainage, land
dearing, clean farming, and other prac-
tices designed to increase farming effi-
ciency.

Field burning associated with seed pro-
duction is estimated at 230,000 acres an-
nually in the Willamette Valley plus an
additional 85,000 acres of small grain
stubble put to the torch. THIS MEANS
A POTENTIAL LOSS OF WINTER
SPRING HABITAT THAT WOULD
SUPPORT 117,000 PHEASANTS AND
15,000 VALLEY QUAIL PLUS NU-
MEROUS SONG BIRDS.

During the harvest period, high-speed
/'mowing close to the ground destroys

airds directly. Later burning not only
destroys any remaining cover but also
eliminates much insect life which is an
important source of protein for the grow-
ing chicks of all kinds of birds.
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Urban sprawl is everywhere and in a variety of
forms. Domestic and industrial demands directly
eliminate great chunks of wildlife living area ana
at the same time often isolate the remaining
portions so that they are of little use.

More people means more pets and free-roving
domestic cats and dogs are numerous enough to
pose a threat to birds and animals already short
on escape cover.

Brushy creek banks such as the ones above
provided much food and cover for birds and small
game.

Scoured, shaved ones as shown on the right
provide virtually no wildlife habitat and encour-
age erosion.
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Contrary to the pictures painted by
artists and cartoon makers, few animals
are found in the deep, untouched forest
primeval! Prior to the coming of white

(---,man, deer in western Oregon inhabited
the more open valleys and the clearings
made by lightning-caused fires and other
natural disasters. Since that time clearcut
logging and man-caused fires have opened
up much new deer country.

As Douglas fir and other conifers grow
to cover an area, the ground is shaded
and small plant growth disappears. With
it the food for deer and elk goes, as
does the food for smaller animals and
birds.

In newly logged areas new plant life
comes back and wildlife again appears.
The nearby unlogged areas serve as hid-
ing and resting places while the open
country provides all-important food plants.
At one time, because of the lush growth,
the Tillamook Burn area was producing
blacktail deer that outweighed mule deer
of eastern Oregon. Now much of it pro-
duces only marginal or poor deer ranges.

However, nature is ever changing. As
plant succession continues, the huckle-
berry, vine maple, salal, blackberry, and
other food plants are shaded out by thick
alders or tall-growing conifers and the
wildlife is forced to move out.

Fir trees reach for the sun and in so doing create
a wasteland beneath them. Little food is avail-
able on a year-round basis for birds and mammals.

Elk and deer seek the food available in the
small open meadows and other patches where
large trees have not closed in.

As old burned areas and logged areas grow back
to timber, the ground beneath and between the
trees affords little food or shelter for wildlife.
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The Oregon Columbian whitetail deer is listed
as an endangered animal. Originally found widely
dispersed in- the Willamette Valley, it has been
unable to adapt and has been pushed out of its
homeland by man's use of the land.

Retreating to the brushlands along the lower
Columbia River, the scarce animals are now find-
ing these living spaces invaded by humans. Farm-
lands and industries reach to the shores of the
river.

Perhaps the last hope of the Columbian whitetail
in Oregon are the undeveloped brushy islands in
the river. Some of these are being considered as
possible refuges for this creature.

When one begins looking for wildlife,
it is necessary to look at the land. Natural
succession of plants on an area may
change living conditions so much that
new forms of wildlife replace the familiar
ones. In some cases the new growth may
make living difficult, if not impossibly
for most all forms.

More often, however, as mankind de-
mands more land to be used in very spe-
cific ways, wild birds and animals are
completely displaced. In the past, com-
mercial hunting has put certain species
in jeopardy. Currently in some places in
the world illegal hunting or poaching
has threatened other species, but the ve-
hemence directed at the legal sports
hunter is wasted energy when it comes
to saving species from extinction. He is
not the culprit. More often than not, the
words of a famous comic character are
true"We have met the enemy and he
is us." In our article we've shown but a
sample of the ways man changes the land
and in turn modifies the essential supply
of food, water, and shelter needed by all
wildlife.

00011 trot

SAME COMMISSION

1634 S.W. ALDER STREET
P.O. BOX 3503

PORTLAND, OREGON 97208


