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THE DEGREE OF SENSITIVITY OF MINISI'ERS 
OF THE IlJTHERAN CHUR<li-MISSOURI SYNOD 

TO AREAS OF SOCIAL CONCERN 

Chapter 1 

~ Relation SlL ~ Social Sciences iQ. nut Function 

Q! ~ Christian Church 

The Christian Church, if it is to justify its exiwtence, has a 

respQnsibility to speak to the people of the world in every age. It 

must proclatm its message of grace and judgment to individuals and to 

groups where~er they are and in whatever circumstances they find 

themselves. Its function is to let the Holy Spirit speak to the con

dition of man through the Word of God. It has no self-appointed mea

sage, no self-appointed task. It exists as a Spirit-created organi

zation, dedicated to a God-given task. That is its· belief. 

The Social sciences have nothing to say about the content of the 

Christian Church's witness. These disciplines do not determine what 

it shall say to the world and its people. But if cultures differ and 

circumstances vary, the social sciences can help the Christian Church 

to understand these cultures and circumstances. Such understanding 

is necessary if the Word of God and the power of the Gospel is to be 

applied with precision. Poverty and wealth, sickness and health, 

education and ignorance, childhood, maturity and old age present 

their problems and opportunities·.. The wed ana the unwed, the 
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employed and the idle, the well-read and the unread all have their 

anxieties and temptations. The housewife, the merchant, the far.mer, 

the fisherman, the prison guard, the teacher, the bus driver, the 

journalist have their decisions to make. To each and to all of 

these--whatever their residence or their circumstance--the Christian 

Church must come vith a message that is meaningful and timely. The 

social sciences can help the Church by making it aware of what the 

world is like in Which it must exist and operate, or what the people 

are like to whom it must address itself. 

Communication and technology have shrunk the barriers of time 

and space, but it is still not •one world1 ' to which the Church must 

speak and in which it must labor. East and West are affected much 

more directly by what may happen in either place, but their cultures 

have not yet joined. Human beings in Timbuctoo or Terra Haute are 

male and female, but the environment of Terra Haute or Timbuctoo is 

still diverse. Since this is so, we shall restrict our horizon. We 

shall not speak of the Christian Church and its witness in Timbuctoo, 

but the Christian Church and its witness in Terra Haute, or Terra 
... 

Bella, or perhaps also Coventry or .Copenhagen. How can the social 

sciences help the Christian Church to do its work in our Western 

socie'Q:..f Its JOOst· .important contribution can be to describe that 

society-its .People, its problems, its values, its crisea. 

Karl Hert~ has summarized the ~haracteristics of Western society 

in these words; 

•western society is urbanized and industrialized with a 
highly developed and complex system of communication 
(including a generally high literacy rate). Its basic 
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economic for.m has been that of a capitalistic market 
economy. Its predominant political for.m has tended to 
be democratic. Technology has played an important part 
as the handmaiden of the above developments and provides 
the instrwments without which neither industry nor com
merce could function, neither city nor democratic state 
on any large scale survive. Finally, the basic values 
which Western man holds dear have tended to be secular, 
scientific, rational, and progreasive.• (11, p. 5) 

Each of these characteristics has had a profound effect upon the 

individuals caught up in this society, as well as upon all of society 

itself. Urbanization and industrialization have radically changed the 

patterns of life and work of Western man. Capitalistic ana democratic 

forms ot organization are confronted with internal tensions which 

affect those living under their forms, not to mention the pressures 

upon them from without. Technology has provided its bleasings but 

they are not unmixed. Secular and scientific, rational and progress

ive values often clash sharply with th~ values of a Christian faith 

and ethic. 

How well does the Christian Church understand these changes and 

tensions? Not as well as it ought to, we are convinced. There is a 

growing awareness of them, but the Christian Church is still :fumbling 

about in its efforts to :find a technique through which it can meet the 

problems which it is beginning to recognize. It is still too often 

talking to people about stealing horses while they are busy cheating 

in the sale of a used car. 

There is another facet to this matter of understanding that we 

must not overlook. Influence is a two-way street. Just as the 

Christian Church is to have its influence upon the world and its 

people, so the Christian Church is influenced by its physical 
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environment and by the people among whom it exists. This influence is. 

evident all the way from architecture to church music. The mores of a 

society have frequently become the mores of the Christian Church in 

that society. Sometimes that hap pens by design, with the Christian 

Church deliberately adopting the customs of the culture in which it 

finds itself, and in that way identifying itself with a community. At 

other times this happens reluctantly, as when a Christian congregation 

fears to oppose a pattern of racial segregation or the practice of 

polygamy. Many times, however, this is an unconscious process. The 

Christian Church cannot become aware of how much it has become like 

the world and accepted its values and how unlike its true nature with

out a continuous scrutiny in three directions; first, at what God 

meant it to be, as He reveals this in His Word, second, at the society 

in which it exists at a certain time, and third, at itself, as it 

happens to be in any time and place. It is with respect to the second 

area of examination that the social sciences can assist the Christian 

Church. Much justified criticism has been directed toward the Church 

because it has failed to make such a careful examination. Much of its 

loss of function has resulted because the Christian Church has been 

either too lazy or too uninformed in this respect. 

There was a period in Western history when the basic motif of ita 

civilization was religion. That was the Middle Ages-~roughly from the 

time of Constantine to the sixteenth century. Since then the influ

ence of the Christian Church upon society and its institutions haa 

waned until today it can be said that •Religious activity has become 

almost totally irrelevant for the urban man.• (11, p. 37) This is not 
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because the Christian Church has lost touch with the people to whom it 

IIDl.St speak. The relation of the social sciences to the function of 

the Christian Church is, we believe, to be found in bringing these two 

together again--the Christian Church ana those to wham it must speak, 

whether within its membership or without. 



6 

Chapter 2 

The Relation 2!:, ll!!, Social Sciences 12.!!!!. Christian Ministry 

The key to much of what the Christian Church does or does not do 

is found in its ministry. Christian ministers must accept much of the 

responsibility for the effectiveness or lack of effectiveness with 

which the Christian witness is articulated. It is to them that people 

within the Church and without look for the clearest expression of its 

message and its life. The Christian minister, then, must not only 

know well the message that he proclaims in the name of the Church, but 

he must know just as well those to whom he must bring it, and the time 

in which they live. Of this Martin Heinecken wr.i tea: 

1 In a little book, The Gift of The Ministry, which seems 
to me one of the most significant books on the ministry 
in recent years, Daniel T. Jenkins speaks of the ~rson 
as the representative person of his age. This is by no 
means to be understood in the sense of typical, as 
•achieving a safe measure of ordinariness.• It means on 
the one hand that he must enter fully into the life of 
other men, 'sharing the same lot, knowing the same dif
ficulties and doubts and temptations and comforts and 
hopes.• He is by no means to lead a sheltered existence. 
As Jenkins says, 

'Life at its grimmest or harshest or most enigmatic 
should have an almost morbid fascination for h~. Where
ever these is trouble, he should be found. He is the man 
among all men who cannot be permitted the luxury of a 
sheltered life. Nothing indicates more clearly the mini
stry's betrayal of its function than the growth of the 
widespread notion that parsons are plants too sensitive 
to bear the rigors of life in the world as it is and 
have to be sheltered against the blasts.' 

•But it is not sufficient that the parson just share men's 
common troubles and doubts. He must have the solution, 
and that not merely a verbal one. He himself. in his 
person, must be that solution. He must be t he true person, 
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who realizes responsible existence· before God, who has 
been restored to the image of God in which he was cre
ated, and who, nevertheless, lives only in the constant 
struggle which is the Christian's life-long predicament. 
He is the man justified by faith, who remains simul 
justus~ peccator, but who nevertheless becomes a 
Christ to his fellowmen. The parson, then, is to be 
the representative person, who not only understands 
men in their predicament, but also is a living solution 
to their problems in being restored to his true nature.• 
(10. p. 430-431) 

The role of the social sciences in relation to the Christian 

ministry will be to help a Christian minister to •understand men in 

their predicament•. This is not something which the social sciences 

can do alone, for even this understanding is placed within a theolo

logical frame of reference. But it can assist. 

This sensitiv'eness to time and circumstance has always been the 

characteristic of an able and effective ministry. No one can read 

the Old Testament prophets without recognizing how precisely they 

brought God's message of grace and judgment to a particular society 

at a particular time. They were the •representative personsltl of their 

age. Nor was it any different in the New Testament. The authors of 

the books of the New Testament were acutely aware of the world in which 

they lived and the people to whom they spoke. No less, their Lord 

Himself. Hugh· J. Schonfield in his recent )ranslation of the New 

Testament, The Authentic New Testament, writes in his i~roductions 

1The ·Synoptic Gospels faithfully depict the social, 
political, religious and economic conditions prevail
ing in Palestine in the first half of the first century 
A.D. But they require to be read with attention, and 
in the full light of other available information. Some
times it is from the sayings of Jesus and his parables, 
sometimes from incidental statements, that we obtain an 
insight into the situation. And what we read has to be 
associated with what we find in other works. In dwelling 
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. on the spiritual aspects of the Christian message we 
may easily overlook what the evangelists have preserved 
of the distressing state of Jewish affairs. This when 
understood, however, only makes the message more 
pertinent and intelligible. 

•Let us glance briefly at some of the things that are 
mentioned. A man could not pay his Lord the exhorbi
tant dues demanded was liable to be sold with his 
wife and choldren to defray the debt. (Matt. xviii, 25). 
The poor widow, whose little livelihood has been taken 
away, has to deal with an unjust judge who fears 
neither God nor man, and she has no other means of 
redress than her importunity. (Lk. xviii, 1-5) Burglary 
and brigandage were common crimes (Mt. vi,l9,xxiv,43; 
Lk. x,30). State tax collectors extort excessive 
revenues (Lk. xix, 8), while the rich nobleman, hated 
for his hardness, goes off to enjoy himself abroad, 
leaving his underlings to amass money for him the 
best way they can in his absence (Lk. xix, 12-17). The 
self-satisfied capitalist decides to retire on his 
gains (Lk. xii, 16-21). The plutocrat feasts sumptu
ously in his villa, caring nothing for the beggar 
covered with sores laying at his gates (Lk. xvi, 19-31). 
In a mental stupor by reason of their privations the 
common people follow any benefactor around like dogs 
(Mt. ix, 35-58; xv, 30-31, etc.) and bring their sick 
folk for healing (Mt. iv, 23-25, xv, 30-31, etc). False 
prophets trade on the people's misery (Mt. vii, 15-16).
On signs of open disaffection the forces of the 
Occupying Power cut down the people in cold blood, 
even while engaged in worship (Lk. xiii, 1-2). Reformers 
and patriotic preachers are a~ested, and more often 
than not in giving such persons shelter (Mt. x, 40-42)• 
Spies and infor.mers abound, and mingle with the crowds 
waiting to catch some word of antagonism to the authori
ties (Mt. xiii, 9-13, etc.), or ask pointed questions 
involving political issues (Mt. xv, 15-21). The authori
ties are in continual fear of popular risings (Mt. xxvi, 5).• 
(19, p. xxii-xxiii) ·· 

Schonfield concludes his description of the Galilean scene at the 

time of Christ with these significant remarks: 

•This was the land that Jesus knew intimately and 
loved greatly. From its hills and dales, its 
flowers and trees, fields and plantations, the 
life of its people in work and worship, home and 
farm, he drew inspiration for the stories with which 
he illustrated his teaching. Nothing escaped his 
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observant notice, and certainly not the religious, 
political and economic conditions then prevailing. 
He was apt with a homely proverb, a telling quota
tion; his compassion reached out to help all who 
suffered. His consciousness ot the unique and 
supremely responsible office to which he felt him
self to have been called never made him aloof from 
his fellows. Only in mystical moments of prayer 
and meditation was he withdrawn and apart. The men 
who ~ould speak, as we shall hear him speaking, had 
first hand knowledge of men and affairs, and an 
acute perception of the implications of what he 
heard and saw. The evils of his time did not escape 
him; he evaded none of them, and addressed himself 
to their remedy.• (19, xxti-xxxii) 

This, then, is the tradition in which the Christian ministry of 

the mid-twentieth century is to be viewed. It is for this reason 

that the American Association of Theological Schools has stated that 

one pf the three objectives of the college werk of a pre-seminary 

student should be •to acquaint him with the world in which he lives.• 

(10, p. 433) It is in the accomplishment of this objective that the 

social sciences will play a leading role. 

A circumstance which brings the role of the Christian minister 

into even sharper focus in this respect is the fact that the Christian 

minister by virtue of his position often can apeak more directly than 

any other individual regarding a problem of grave social import. His 

interest and concern transcends the fear of immediate reprisal that 

stops the mouth of many a lay Christian. Thus we have seen indivi

duals like Cardiaal Mindzenty and Bishop Hanse Lillje speak out 

against the evils of totalitarianism in the immediate past, and even 

tlough they suffered imprisonment, their witness made itself felt, 

where others were immediately stifled, if they spoke at all. In the 

same manner a Christian minister must address himself to the evils and 



10 

dangers which may involve themselves in the relations of management 

and labor and speak with courage, not as the spoke~n for one of the 

other, but to both of them as a witness of God to the imperatives of 

•judgment, mercy and faithw which must undergird all their dealings. 

This the Christian minister can do, better perhaps than either a 

Christian executive or laboring man, because he lives beyond the imme

diate vindictiveness feared by those more closely bound up in the 

situation. But before the Christian minister can speak, and have 

something significant to say, so significant that it will be heard, he 

must understand not only the message of the Christian Church but the 

people and the problems to which this message must be applied. In 

this latter necessity the social sciences can came to his aid. 

There is yet another matter which must be faced. It is easy for 

a Christian minister to be removed from the uifficulties and doubts 

and temptations and comforts and hopes which make up the life of other 

men. This is so not because he may want it that way, but is part of 

the very nature of his profession. As minister he does not spend his 

working hours in the office or shop where other men face so many ot 

their difficulties, doubts, temptations, hopes and fears. The limited 

time available for calling does not bring him into the intimate rela

tionships of the family circle of his parishioners. The dispersion ot 

the urban church, the ease of transportation, the habit of irregular 

church attendance are only a few of the many things which keep his 

word from reaching those to ~hom he should be speaking regularly. 

The complexity of organization without which the modern church eannot 

seem to function take time away from the close attention to immediate 
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concerns which ought to be his first concern. In his preoccupation 

with individual problems it is easy for him to lose sight of the 

larger picture, the long range trends which still wield a great influ

ence upon the lite of the people and ot the church. Here, too, the 

social sciences can be ot assistance. 

The material comforts ot our modern Western society have in all 

actuality not made our world an easier place in which to live. Witness 

the upsurge in admissions to our mental hospitals, the reliance upon 

tranquillizers, the escapist quality ot so much of our recreation and 

entertainment. Br the same token the function of the Christian 

Church has not been made easier because churches now have automatic 

heating--and cooling, or church offices can make use of mimeographs 

and folding machines. Nor is the effectiveness of the ministry 

enhanced simply because a ·pastor can now make his calls in an auto

mobile, or address an audience via radio. Even the competent machin

ery of a well-integrated ecclesiastical organization fails to bring 

the function of the Christian Church and its ministry to grips with 

the basic issues of human relationships. Of this Hertz comments, 

somewhat impatiently, 

•In the recent history ot Protestantism in the 
United States, the number of boards and commissions, 
of executive secretaries and administrative assist
ants has multiplied at a rate many times faster than 
the gains registered in membership. The latter we 
measure in fractions; the former · in whole numbers. 

•There have been results, of course. Measurable 
results, for statistics is the handmaiden of the 
modern bureaucrat. Ecclesiastical institutions 
are today financially more stable than ever before 
and more efficient. But Christian action somehow 
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spends itself primarily in committees and in reso
lutions passed from one committee to another, and 
then passed back again.· In the weightier matters 
of the soul the leaders of the Protestant churches 
so often do not speak with authority in the name of 
the great inarticulate masses of the laity. The 
church secretaries go to conferences; they draw up 
resolutions and take stands--and at the grass roots 
nothing happens. For example, almost every major 
denomination in the country is on record through its 
leaders in official assemblies against the inexcusable 
wickedness of racial segregation. It is no longer news 
that the Christian churches stand for racial equality; 
it will be news indeed when local congregations begin 
to practice it.• (11, p. 192) 

In the light of this obvious truth, we reaffirm our conviction: 

the key to much of what the Christian church does or does not do is 

found in its ministry. Awareness, courage, sensitivity--all are 

needed by the Christian minister as he represents in his vocation 

the social responsibility of the Christian Church. The social 

sciences, understood as they always must be within the theological 

dimensions of his faith and his office, can contribute to making 

him aware and sensitive. 
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Chapter 3 

Social Sciences ~Ministerial Training in 

~ Lutheran Church-Missouri Sypod 

We are now ready to narrow our horizon still turther. We have 

spoken of the Christian Church in the Western world. Our immediate 

concern at this time lies with one segment of the Christian Church 

in Western society, one branch on that tree of Protestantism called 

The Lutheran Church. The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, with its 

headquarters in St. Louis, Missouri, is a church body whoae membership 

in 1957 numbered 2,351,805 baptized members and 1,499,398 communicant 

members. Its 4,966 congregations in the United States are served by 

3,976 pastors. It is divided into 34 geographical districts, which 

include all of North and South America. Its Canadian, Central and 

South American affiliates add another 162 pastors, 558 congregations, 

125,477 baptized and 70,615 communicant members to its roster. The 

church property of the Lutheran Church~issouri Synod in these 34 

districts was valued at $532,687,000 in 1957. In that same year its 

members contributed for work at home and at large $121,176,534 for an 

average of $84.77 per communicant members. It ranks as the ninth 

largest religious body in the United States. 

On the basis of 1955 statistics forty-five per cent of the 

locations of the churches of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod were 

rural, but the membership of these congregations accounted for only 

27 per cent of the total. In other words, the Missouri Synod in Narth 
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America is 73 per cent urban. The average Missouri Synod congregation 

in 1957 had 420 baptized and 269 communicant members, with a great 

deal of variation from one district to the next. For example, the 

average size of a congregation in Northern Illinois was 734 baptized 

members, while in Montana 212 baptized members. This synod is the 

second largest denomination in Wisconsin, the third largest in 

Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Jllinnesota and Nebraska, the fourth largest 

in North and South Dakota, the fifth largest in Missouri and Nevada, 

and the sixth largest in Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana and Montana. 

Seventy-five per cent of its membership is concentrated in the twelve 

midwest and north-central states of Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, 

Wisconsin, Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, North and 

South Dakota. 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod carries on the largest program 

of elementary education among all Protestant Churches in the United 

States, with a system of 1,257 Christian Day schools in North America 

in 1957, taught by 4,488 teachers and enrolling 132,188 pupils, These 

schools are found in all but the six states of Maine, Mississippi, New 

Hampshire, Delaware, South Carolina and Georgia. In addition it con

ducted fourteen Lutheran community high schools in 1957 with an enroll

ment of 7,345 studenta. To complete the educational picture on the 

parish level, in 1957 4,499 Sunday Schools were reported with an 

enrollment of 630,315, ranging from the Nursery Class through the 

Adult Bible Classes. These educational facilities on the parish 

level have been fostered because of the profound conviction that a 
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Christian philosophy of education ought to permeate all the educa

tional experiences of the Christian individual. They do not exist 

simply to provide an hour or two of religious training within the 

framework of the school day. (Statistical data on the foregoing 

paragraphs was taken from the Statistical Yearbook of the Lutheran

Church-Missouri Synod, 1957 (21). · 

To train its professional workers the Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod has developed a system of schools which begin on the high 

school level and reach through four years of college into the 

theological seminary. In. this educational system the Synod reveals 

its German European background. At the time of the Synod's organi

zation in 1647 at Chicago, Illinois, two German immigrant groups 

predominated--one had settled in Perry County and St. Louis, Missouri, 

Saxon in background, the other had settled around Frankenmuth and 

Saginaw, Michigan, Franconian (Bavarian) in background. From the 

very first these congregations were concerned with the professional 

training of their pastors and teachers. One of the first activities 

which the Saxon immigrants in Perry County embarked upon was the 

establishment of a log-cabin college at Altenburg, Missouri in 1839. 

This school was later transferred to St. Louis and became what is 

today Concrodia Theological Seminary, the largest Protestant seminary 

in the United States. 

In 1847 the American high school was not yet the common institu

tion that it is today. Since the professional training of the mini

stry in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod was patteraed after the 

classical European tradition, with a heavy emphasis upon Latin, Greek, 
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and Hebrew--in addition to German and English, few of the candidates 

for the ministry in this church body could have met its demands with

out the educational system which this denomination established. 

Modeled after the German gympasium, it consisted of six years of edu

cation after graduation from the elementary school. The curriculum 

in this six-year span included in the beginning six years of German, 

Latin, religion, history and mathematics, four years of Greek and 

science, and two years of Hebrew. Later English was added, and in 

the last years in which this traditional curriculum was used (until 

1937), six years of Englisl Nere a regular part of the curriculum. 

From this school the theological student moved on to the seminary 

for another three years of strictly theological training, to which 

later a year of internship was added. 

As the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod grew, its system of pro

fessional schools increased. Beginning with St. Louis and Ft. Wayne, 

it has added junior colleges at Milwaukee, Wis., St. Paul, Minn., 

·Concordia, Mo., Winfield, Kans., Bronxville, N.Y., Justin, Texas, 

Oakland, Cal., Portland, Ore., and Edmonton, Alberta, Canada on the 

North American continent. A similar school at Conover, N. Carolina 

was closed in 1935 by resolution of the general convention. Another 

theological seminary was added at Springfield, Ill., whose primary 

function was to serve the individual who decided to enter .the ministry 

at a later age and who did not wish to involve himself in ten years of 

training. Building upon the program of the standard high school 

education, the Springfield Seminary concentrated the college ana 

seminary program into five additional years. 
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A similar program of professional training for Christian lay 

school teachers was developed, and expanded as the needs required. 

Today the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod operates two fully accred

ited senior colleges for the training of its elementary school 

teachers, one at River Forest, Illinois, the other at Seward, 

Nebraska. 

In recent years a number of significant changes have been intro

duced into both the organization and curricualum of ministerial train

ing in the Lutheran Church~issouri Synod. Organizationally, another 

year of training was added to the program at Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louis, in 1938. With this additional year the Seminary awarded a 

Bachelor of Arts degree to its students at the conclusion of their 

second year at the Seminary, whereupon they· conttuued their t~aiming 

for an additional two years, plus a year of internship. This has more 

recently been superceded by the establishment in 1957 of a two-year 

senior college at Fort Wayne, Indiana, to which the graduates of the 

various junior colleges matriculate, receiving at the end of their 

work at this senior college the Bachelor of Arts degree. The work at 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, will now be completely post graduate 

and this conforms completely to the standard American pattern. On 

the junior college level the program has been altered at all but one 

ot the junior colleges (Milwaukee, Wis.) with the inclusion ot teacher 

training students on the high school through junior college level, and 

with the addition of a coeducational teacher training program on the 

college level. 
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A curricular reorganization of major proportions in the theolo

gical training program of the Missouri Synod was authorized at a 

convention of this church body held in Cleveland, Ohio in 1936. To 

this convention a Committee of Thirteen reported with a statement on 

the aims and objectives for ministerial training. With this statement 

as a guide the Synod appointed two continuing committees, known as The 

Curriculum Committee and The Committee on Higher Education. These 

committees were to reorganize the curriculum for ministerial training 

and supervise its establishment at the Synod's various preparatory 

schools. The entire program of these three committees is too large to 

be presented in detail. However, pertinent sections relating to the 

social sciences are of significance. It should be remembered that 

previous to the work of these committees the entire area of the social 

sciences was largely taken care of through the teaching of one dis-

cipline--history. 

The Statement of Objectives of ~he CGmmittee of Thirteen under

took the initial responsibility of defining what a Christian minister 

of the Gospel •ought to know, what he ought to be, and what he ought 

to be able to do.• The fourth objective, of interest to us in this 

study, read; 

1 An understanding of the modern world through courses 
in the exact and natural sciences, and the social 
studies, which will arouse and satisfy from the 
Christian's viewpoint the student's interest in the 
problems of modern life.• (25, p. 8) 

The Curriculum Committee, which undertook to implement these 

objectives, in a subsequent report on its activities commented: 
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1 The ministerial curriculum must be a program of 
student activities which will lead the student 
readily into the calling of the ministry. It 
must therefore provide such experiences and acti
vities as will be useful to the minister in his 
manifold activities as theologian, pastor, preacher, 
missionary, teacher, or cultured gentleman. The 
first part of the program will be devoted to ••• 
providing•••a proper understanding of the social, 
economic and political institutions ••• • (25, p. 3) 

This Committee continued, a few pages later, with this additional 

comment: 
1There vas an insistent demand on our circles that 
the social studies be expanded and deepe~•d, that 
the natural sciences be made as functional as 
possible, and that a course in the humanities be 
added in order to acquaint our students more 
systematically with the culture of man.• (25, p. 6) 

As a result of their discussions they developed a program which 

•is integrated with life, is functional, features directed self-

activity, may conveniently be groupeo under six curricular activi

ties.• (25, p. 8) The fourth of these was the social studies. Of 

this area their report states: 

1 The fourth field will be devoted to the SOCIAL 
STQPIES• In our program their aim will be to 
show the student the hand of God in history, and 
acquaint him with the institutions and functions 
of society, so that he is able as a minister both 
to orient himself and to help his parishioners to 
fulfil their Christian duties in present day society.• 
(25, P• 9) 

This CQmmittee later spelled out the course sequence to achieve 

this goal, and prefaced their outline of the individual courses with 

this statement: 

1 The general aim and purpose of the courses in the 
social studies is to give the student an understand
ing of the world in which he lives. In the earlier 
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years of the six-year course the emphasis is on the 
study of the past through courses in General and 
American History. Through this study of the past 
the student is to be given an understanding of the 
modern world and its institutions; a balanced judg
ment and a sense of tolerance in dealing with the 
affairs of the community, the state, the nation ana 
the world is to be developed; and above all the 
student is to be led to realize the guidiP.« hand of 
God in the destinies of nations. In the later years 
of the course the emphasis is on the present. Courses 
in economies, political science and sociology are to 
lead the student 1. to an awareness of the social, 
economic and political problems of society; 2. to a 
recognition of changes and trends and their causes 
in the development of organized society and their 
evaluation in the light of Scripture; 3. to an 
acquaintance with the scientific approach to the 
study of society for the improvement of social con
ditions and relationships; and 4• to an appreciative 
and sympathetic understanding of the implications of 
social conditions and problems for the work of the 
Lutheran ministry.• (25, P• 49) 

It might be added that this Committee did not pursue the 

development of these objectives beyond the preparatory school nor 

suggest their further implementation within the framework of the 

Seminary program. This is, perhaps, one of the serious weaknesses 

in an otherwise important attempt to gear the professional program 

of ministerial training along a course more directly related to pre

sent day society and more in sympathy with present educational 

methodology. The work of the Committee does nevertheless became a 

milestone in the history of ministerial training in the Lutheran 

Church~issouri Synod. 

In order to complete the picture we might add the summary para

graph in which the Curriculum Committee reported on the total 

organization of the curriculum which they proposed: 



21 

•This committee tried to bring out in bold relief the 
integration of the course which is now prescribed by 
our 'preparatory' schools, to wit: the languages 
for.m the substructure, and are studied primarily for 
ability to understand and to communicate; the sciences 
continue the structure and bring understanding of the 
world--the natural sciencaw -orienting the student in 
the physical and biological world, and the social 
studies in the social, political and economic situa
tions of life; the humanities for.m, as it were, the 
apex and bind the whole body 0f learning together, 
giving it proper unity and cOherence. This struc
ture of learning is surrounded, ennobled, encircled 
and saactified by Religion.• (25, p. 12) 
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This, then, was a long step ia the right direction. As a report 

the breadth ot vision leaves something to be desired. The desire to 

be frief, perhaps, kept it from saying much that should be said. We 

sense a passivity which we believe to be inconsistent with the acti

vity of the Christian Church, if not also with the personal convie

tiona of the authors of the report. On the basis of these recommend&

tiona the necessary changes have been made in the various courses of 

study at the preparatory schools. These changes have not been uni

for.m. Some schools have offered courses in political science and 

so~iology, others in economics an4 sociology, none in all three. 

Several ~olleges have included courses in American Government and 
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Comparative Government, which may approximate, to some degree, the 

material in a basic course on political science. History courses on 

the college level have been reduced in number and scope, with the 

ancient and medieval periods receiving only what attention they may 

get in a sophomore high school course in World History. Most colleges 

now offer intorductory courses in Sociology and Economies. An Intro

duction to Geography is offered in the teacher-training program, but 

not in the ministerial course of study. Cultural anthropology has 

been suggested as a further basic course in the social sciences, but 

it has not been introduced except for assigned readings related to 

other course&. 

But the question remains, how well have these courses and the 

manner in which they have been taught equipped the present day clergy

man in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod to understand the society 

in which he lives and labors and to which he must bring the message 

entrusted to his charge as a Christian minister1 Where has the 

emphasis been lacking? What phases of this program must be rein

forced, what phases redirected? The social sciences are now a part of 

the course of study. Are they fulfilling the task which we found for 

them as it has been suggested in the earlier chapters? 
~~l 

In order to try to find out a questionnaire was prepared, {See 

Appendix A) distributed and analyzed, whose structure and analysis 

form the core of this thesis. This will form the second~ and major, 

section ·of this work. 



23 

P.ART II: SOCIAL AWARENESS AND SENSITIVITY liMONG n!! 
CLERGY Q! lli! LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD 

Chapter 4 

!h.! Object sr!_ The Inquiry 

The objectives of the questionnaire were twofold: 

1. to determine the sensitivity of a selected group of ministers 

of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod to social problems of a wide 

range and variety; and 

2. to determine the degree of their understanding of the 

relationship of their position as ministers of the Gospel to these 

problems. 

With regard to the first objective, and to state it bluntly, 

would the pastors of the Missouri Synod recognize a social problem if 

they saw one~ The reason for choosing this objective is, again 

twofold. 

In the first place, the conviction has already been stated that 

the Christian Church has a social responsi~ility. It must be able to 

speak to the world concerning those circumstances which require God's 

words of grace and judgment. It has a responsibility, as well, to 

its members to equip them with the ability to speak as the redeemed 

children of God should speak when their word will be of crucial signi

ficance, at that moment of their participation in their economic, 

political or social circumstances when decisions are made. This is 

when their voice must be heard·, speaking again not just as people, as 

members of a particular group, as citizens, but always also as 
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Christians. It is at that moment that they ~at see with clarity the 

relationship of the will of God to the will of men. 

The second reason for this objective stems from the fact that the 

Lutheran Church has often been termed •quietistic•. William Warren 

Sweet in his book 1 The American Churches• writes at some length regard

ing the contrast of European quietism and American activism. He finds 

· tnts quietism best illustrated in the Lutheran Churches on the Conti

nent, who submitted passively to the political restrictions an~ perse

cutions of National Socialism in Germany in the mid-thirties of this 

century in a manner that would, in his estimation, be incomprehensible 

to American church bodies. While the theological, philosophical or 

logical sources of this approach may be open to question, an observer 

who evaluates his comments objectively will readily admit that quiet

ism, understood as a passive approach to the Christian respo~ibility 

to speak, did indeed exist. 

Certainly a part of this charge of quietism arises from a mis

understanding of the theological foundations upon which Lutheran 

theology is built. But this is not the whole answer. In the United 

States another reason is found in the fact that for the first two 

generations of its history in this country the Lutheran Church- · 

Missouri Synod, at least, remained an 1 immigrant church 1 ' . It recog

nized the necessity and opportunity of gathering the hordes of immi

grants who came to the United States in the last half of the nineteenth 

century into Christian congregations. It did this job well, but in so 

doing it postponed the time when it could be considered a thoroughly 

indigenous church body. It made use predominantly of the German 



language in its church services and religious instruction because that 

was the language these immigrants understood. Its reasons were sound, 

but tor that reason it was not until well into the third decade of the 

twentieth century that it began to make itself thoroughly at home as a 

part of American lite. By this ttme in polity and .practice it was far 

different than the Lutheran Church in Europe to which it was 

doctrinally related. 

But even after this has been said, there is yet some truth to the 

tact that the Lutheran Church has been quietistic--more quietistic than 

it o~ght to be. It has not spoken to its members or to the world as a 

Christian Church as frequently or forthrightly as it ought. Is this 

still the case1 Through this questionnaire we sought an answer. 

The ~econd objective is a corrolary of the first. A person can 

well be aware that an evil exists and still say 'This is no business 

ot mine.• Political corruption, rampant vice, criminal carelessness, 

patent injustice, Ticious discrimination may exist in a community and 

Christians may cluck their tongues over it as they talk with one ano

ther, but still feel that it is someone else's responsibility to do 

something about it. And that is not to mention the more subtle and 

insidious encroachment of secular values which determine a whole b~d 

range of social mores. 

Therefore we are interested in discovering, do our pastors see 

these things clearly as a part of their ministerial responsibility, 

and to what extent? 

There is, perhaps, a third statement that must be made. A 

Christian is a citizen of two realms. He is a member of the Kingdom 
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. of God and he is a citizen of a political state. Jesus pointed this 

out when He declared •Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, 

ap.d unto God the things that are God 1 s. 1' (Mt. 22, 31) These two citi

zenships are not equal. Where political allegiance comes into con

flict with the Christian's heavenly citizenship, the former must 

yield to the latter. Nevertheless a Christian will be much concerned 

that he •render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar•s•. This being 

true, it is possible for a Christian sometimes to recognize what he 

may term a •civic duty• without also recognizing it as a Christian 

duty as well. For this reason it is also possible that a Christian 

may involve himself deeply in a worthwhile civic enterprise and in 

that role think of himself primarily as a citizen rather than as a 

Christian. So it becomes imperative that we ask, do ministers of the 

Gospel recognize the relationship of human need, as exemplified in a 

social problem, and the direction and help which the Christian Gospel 

can provide in ameliorating it? Others may seek to find the solution 

without the help of the Christian Gospel. They cannot do otherwise. 

They must use whatever resources they have. The Christian is con

vinced, however, that in the Gospel he has the power of God which can 

change the heart of man, and the effect of this change of heart upon 

the problems which beset mankind, individually and collectively, is 

revolutionary. And yet the relationship between the two is not always 

seen with the clarity required. Is this the case as far as the mini

stry of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod is concerned? Perhaps the 

results of this questionnaire will at least provide some indication. 
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We might conclude this section by pointing out what the question

naire was NOT intended to do. The various items were not constructed 

in such a W4Y as to call for an indication of a particular opinion pro 

or con. Thus, one of the items referred to 'labor unions requiring 

the hiring of more men than are really needed to do a certain task.• 

The pastors who considered this item were not called upon to indicate 

whether they thought this was a justifiable practice or not, whether 

they were for or against it. They were simply asked to indicate 

whether they were aware that the practice existed and whether they 

felt that it had some relationship to their pastoral responsibility or 

not. This limitation is noteworthy. It is in keeping with the scope 

of the inquiry as stated in the title of this thesis. We are con

cerning ourselves at this point, not with the kind of solutions which 

a seminary investigation into Christian social ethics might seek, but 

simply with the initial matters of awareness, sensitivity, recogni

tion. These are among the primary objectives which any course in the 

social sciences on the preparatory level would include. 
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Chapter 5 

The Manner 2!, The Search 

At this point it might be well to examine more closely the 

instrument through which we sought to reach the objectives stated 

above. 

The first section of the questionnaire called for •Educational 

Background•'. Each recipient was asked to indicate the preparatory 

school he attended, the seminary attended, and the year of gradua

tion from each. Since many pastors avail themselves of the oppor

tunity of doing further work at universities in their communities, 

each was asked to declare the place at which such advanced work was 

done, the length of attendance, and the major subject area(s). In 

addition a list of ten courses in the social sciences was given ana 

the recipient was asked to show whether he had taken these specific 

courses, or others which might include them. If desirable to the 

purpose of this inquiry the educational background out of which sub

sequent answers to specific items have come, could in this way be 

more thoroughly explored. 

The second section of the questionnaire was entitled •Profession

al Experience•. In this section each pastor was asked to indicate 

the number of years he served in the active parish ministry, the ~ 

ber of years served in his present charge and to give, in chronologi

cal order, the type of community where service was rendered. The 

organization of community types follows the United States Bureau of 
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Census description. Once again, if desirable, this could enable a 

more careful scrutiny into the relationship of enviroii!lent to social 

awareness, of length of service to social sensitivity. 

The third section of the questionnaire is really the heart of the 

entire inquiry. Sixty specific social problems were suggested with 

some degree of exactness. They were constructed in the following 

categories (not listed in any order of importance) : 

1. Dririking and alcoholism -- 4 it~ems 8. Government --6 items 

2. Gambling 3 items 9· Social Classes --5 items 

Labor relations 4 items 10. Economic3· 
D~cisions -8 items 

Juvenile delinquency4· 
and crime -- 5 items 11. Marriage and 

family _.;.5 items 
5· Race relations 4 items 12. War --5 items 

6. Education 3 items ' 13. General --5 items 

Political activity 3 items Total --6o items7· 

Some attempt vas made to construct these items so that at least 

one in each classification covered a very simple and obvious situa

tion, while others dealt with one that was more complex. For example, 

the items under "Labor Relations• ranged from belonging to a labor 

union to the problem of a strike; of under •Drinking and Alcoholism•, 

from social drinking to alcoholism as a problem facing society. 

After the various items had been constructed, they were placed 

into the questionnaire at at random. As a result it happened that on a 

number of pages several items under the same category can be found. 

Despite the- fact that this did not provide for as even a distribution 
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of the various categories as one could wish, it was decided to permit 

the random order to remain. 

The final section of the questionnaire was entitled •Evaluation 

of Synodical Training•·. Its purpose was to discover whether the reei~ 

pient felt that his training in our synodical schools provided an 

adequate understanding of social problem areas. It was placed as the 

final section advisedly in the hope that, having covered the various 

items in the third section of the questionnaire, the recipient would 

have an opllJortunity to relate his present awareness with whatever 

efforts had been made to prepare .htm educationally for such an under

standing. The method used was that .of a rating scale. Ten categories 

were to be rated. They were: 

1. Parent•child relationships (Marriage and the family) 

2. Relation of the wage earner to industrialization (labor relations) 

3· Ethical implications of common business practices (economic 

decisions) 

4• Causes and extent of racial discrimination (race relations) 

5. Organization of labor unions (labor relations) 

6. Government control (role of government) 

7• Vice and criminal activities (crime) 

8. Political participation (government) 

9. Secular education in the public schools (education) 

10. Effects of city life upon individuals and groups (urban problems, 

population problems, personality disorganization) 



31-32 

The scale ranged from •frequently• through •occasionally• and 

•seldom• to •never•·. Each pastor was asked to recall what insight 

and information had been given h~ in these various areas in his 

training either at the preparatory schools or at. the seminary. As a 

final question, each pastor was asked to point out which of the ten 

categories he had found to be of particular significance in his mini

stry at the present t~e. The responses to this final inquiry would 

certainly haYe value in directing the emphasis in the teaching of the 

problems ot society. It might further indicate areas in which future 

publications would be of value. It would point out areas which 

required greater emphasis than had previously been given them. 

This, then, was the instrument. To whom should it be sent? The 

1956 edition of The Statistical Yearbook: of the Lutheran Church

Missouri Synod listed a total of 5,505 pastors. Of these 4,254 served 

congregations and missions, 94 were institutional chaplains and campus 

pastors (serving primarily students attending a university), 206 

ordained clergymen were professors and instructors at educational 

institutions ot the Synod, 126 served in foreign and extra-territorial 

missions, 104 were military chaplains, 429 were emeriti, 116 were 

eligible for a call to serve in a parish but were not serving for one 

reason or another, and 216 were serving in other capacities, chiefly 

administrative. 

It was decided that by taking every twentieth name as listed in 

The Statistical Yearbook:, an adequate sampling could be achieved. The 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod also publishes an alphabetical listing 

called •The Lutheran Annual~. However, the Statistical Yearbook: was 
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chosen rather than The Lutheran Annual in order to assure a broad 

geographical distribution. This could be accomplished because the 

Yearbook lists parishes according to the 34 geographical districts 

into Which the Synod is divided. It should be quite obvious that such 

a geographical distribution would be most important, especially in 

relationship to some of the individual items on the questionnaire. 

Since the Statistical Yearbook lists by individual stations 

rather than pastors, such a random counting would also include a number 

of congregations that would be vacant. Where that occurred, efforts 

were made to discover whether since the printing of the Yearbook the 

vacancy had been filled. If so, the pastor presently serving the 

previously vacant parish was sent a questionnaire. If still vacant, 

the questionnaire was sent to the interim pastor. 

It vas also considered important to include a number of pastors 

from the specialized ministries of the Church. A list of such pastors 

was provided on pages 139-141 of the 1957 Lutheran Annual. Continuing 

the counting from the last entry in the Statistical Yearbook, every 

twentieth name was also taken from the list of (l) full-time campus 

pastors, (2) full-time institutional chaplains, {3) full-time military 

chaplains on active duty, (4) Veterans Administration chaplains, and 

(5) pastors serving outside the United States and Canada (who received 

their ministerial training at one of the two theological seminaries 

in the United States). 

By making the choice in this manner a total of 285 individuals 

received copies of the questionnaire. A complete list of the places 

to which these questionnaires were sent is found in Appendix B. 
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-Chapter 6 

! General Analysis 2( ~Results 

It will be well, first of all, to report on the. response to this 

questionnaire. It was sent to a total of 285 ministers. Of these 178 

or 62.3 per cent replied. Of those who replied 11 declined to fill out 

the questionnaire, which left 167 responses to analyze. Considering 

the length and complexity of the instrument the response was unusually 

good. 

The 34 geographical districts were grouped regionally. Because 

of the language diff~renee the South American districts were not i~ 

eluded. As previously indicated, 75 per cent of the Missouri Synod's 

membership is concentrated in twelve states. In a number of these 

states the concentration is so heavy that they have again been sub

divided for administrative purposes, e.g. North Wisconsin District, 

South Wisconsin District, Northern, Central and Southern Illinois 

Districts, etc. 

The ~issouri Synod Heartland• area will be considered first. Of 

the 159 questionnaires sent, 104 or 65.4 per cent ~ere returned, of 

which eight were refusals, leaving 96 with which to work. ·Breaking 

this down further, the Central District (Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky and 

West Virginia) returned 11 of 15 or 73 per cent, the Michigan District 

9 of 13 or 69 per cent, the Northern Illinois District 6 of 12 or 50 

per cent, the Central Illinois District 6 of 7 or 85 per cent, the 

Southern Illinois District 3 of 5 or 6o per cent, the Northern 

Wisconsin District 7 of 11 or 63 per cent, the Southern Wisconsin 
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District 6 of 9 or 66 per cent, the Minnesota District 15 of 2.3 or 69 

per cent, the Western District (Missouri, Arkansas and Tennessee) 12 

ot 15 or 80 per cent, the KanSas District 6 of 8 or 75 per cent, the 

Iowa East District .3 of 5 or 6o per cent, the Iowa West District 4 

of 8 or 50 per cent, the Northern Nebraska District (including north

ern Wyoming) 4 of 7 or 57 per cent, the Southern Nebraska District 

(including southern Wyoming) 5 of 8 or 62 per cent, the North 

Dakota District 4 of 7 or 57 per cent, and the South Dakota District 

3 of 6 or 50 per cent. 

A second regional grouping is the East Coast, to which .32 

questionnaires were sent and from which 19 were received including 

one refusal, for a total response of 59 per cent. The East Coast 

includes the Atlantic District (Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Jersey, and eastern New York) with 8 

of 11 or 72 per cent, the Eastern District (western New York, 

Pennsylvania, a portion of Maryland) 4 of 7 or 57 per cent, the South

eastern District (Delaware, a portion of Maryland, the District of 

Columbia, Virginia, North Carolina. South Carolina, a portion of 

Georgia) 3 of 6 or 50 per cent, the Florida-Georgia District 2 of 4 

or 50 per cent, and the Southern District (a part of Florida, 

Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana) 2 of 4 or 50 per cent. 

A third regional grouping is the Southwest-Rocky Mountain area to 

which 24 questionnaires were sent and from which 15 were received with 

one refusal, for a total response of 62.5 per cent. This area 

includes the Oklahoma District with 2 of 3 or 66 per cent, the Texas 

District with 9 of 12 or 75 per cent, the Colorado District 
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(Colorado, New Mexico, Utah) with 3 of 6 or 50 per cent, the Montana 

District with 1 of 3 or 33 per cent. 

A fourth regional grouping is the West Coast area, to which 26 

queationnaires were sent .and from which 16 responses were received 

for a total of 61.5 per cent. This area includes the Northwest 

District (Idaho, Washington, Oregon and Alaska) with 6 of 10 or 60 

per cent, the California-Nevada District (including also Hawaii) with 

6 of 9 or 66 per cent, and the Southern California District (including 

also parts of Arizona) with 4 of 7 or 57 per cent. 

One historical anomaly (of which every church body can usually 

boast several) is the •English District•, ~ group of congregations 

scattered throughout the United States. This District originated in 

the latter part of the 19th Century at a time when the Missouri Synod 

was carrying on most of its work in German. Recognizing the need 

also for the preaching of the Gospel to those frequently called the 

1 Americans 1' , congregations were established to work predominantly in 

the English Language, hence the •English District•. As early as 1911 

the church body appointed a committee to meet with a committee of the 

English District to make arrangements for the assimilation of these 

congregations into the geographical districts. These commdttees have 

met, reported to the triennial conventions, been reappointed and the 

English District goes on. This probably a •state's rights• 

triumph in the realm of church polity. Ten questionnaires were sent 

to pastors serving English District congregations. Seven responded, 

for a total of 70 per cent. 
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The Canadian provinces were also polled. Eighteen question

naires were ~ent, 9 responded for a total of 50 per cent. This 

region includes the Alberta-British Columbia District with 2 of 6 

responding or 33 per cent, the Manitoba-Saskatchewan District with 5 

of 6 or 83 per cent, and the Ontario District (including Quebec) 2 ot 

6 or 33 per cent. 

The •special• group, which included institutional and military 

chaplains, campus pastor• and u.s.-educated foreign missionaries, 

received 16 questionnaires, of which 10 were returned with 1 refusal, 

tor a total ot 62.5 per cent. 

There was no way ot knowing in advance what the educational back

ground of the recipients would be. Upon analyzing the returns it was 

discovered that they included· 127 graduates of Concordia Seminary in 

St. Louis and 35 graduates tram Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Ill. 

The various preparatory schools were represented as follows: Lutheran 

Concordia College·, Austin, Texas (until 1951 a four-year high school) 

O; Concordia Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, New York, 10; St. Paul's 

College, Concordia, Missouri, 9; Concordia College, Edmonton, Alberta, 

Canada, 3; Concordia, Pollege; Ft. Wayne, Ind. (now closed), 25; 

Concordia College, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 36; California Concordia 

College, Oakland, Cal., 5; Concordia College, Portland, Ore. (until 

1950 a four-year high .school), 2; Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn., 

22; St. John's College, Winfield, Kans., 13; and others, 7. Sixty-six 

or 40.7 per cent took post-seminary courses, and 96 or 59·3 per cent 

did not. 
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Examining the returns on the basis of the year of graduation from 

the Seminary, the group was divided thuss 1900-1919 13 or 7.7 per 

cent; 1920-1929 20 or 11.8 per cent; 1930-1939 49 or 29 per cent; 

19.40-1949 42 or 24.8 per cent; 1950-1957 45 or 26.6 per cent. The 

group was also divided according to their present place of work and 

residence. Twenty-five or 14.8 per cent were living in a rural area; 

32 or 18.9 per cent resided in a village; 27 or 15.9 per cent in a 

small town; 38 or 22.4 per cent in a small city; 25 or 14.8 per cent 

in a city, 8 or 4.7 per cent in a large city; 7 or 4.1 per cent were 

serving as chaplains, and 7 or 4.1 per cent in other capacities. 

In order to facilitate the tabulation of the info~tion provided 

by the questionnaires a code was established covering (1) the district 

from which the response came, (2) the college or preparatory school 

attended, (3) the seminary attended, (4) the decade of graduation 

fram the seminary, (5) the type of community in which the informant 

was presently serving, (6) whether post-seminary training was involved, 

(7) the type of response to each of the items according to the major 

categories, (8) the type of response given in the evaluation o~ 

synodical training, and (9) the cheek list of significant areas in 

present ministerial experience. By using this code all of this infor

~tion was then punched on a series of Keysort cards. With the help 

of a Keysort needle the various groupings and responses could be 

quickly separated. This syst8ID placed the great mass of material 

within the convenient reach of the researcher and made the tabulations 

a challenge instead of a chore. 

. . 
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We are now ready to examine more closely the thirteen categories 

and the individual items under each one. For each item four possible 

responses were suggested. {Cf. Appendix A) The first two responses 

{I and II), when checked, would indicate a clear awareness that the 

particular item under consideration was definitely considered a 

pastoral responsibility. If the pastor responding had had no previous 

opportunity to consider the situation suggested by the item, but ~ 

felt that they belonged under the heading of a public statement or 

1 A1personal counselling, he placed an in the appropriate box (shown 

as I-A or II-A in the tabulation following). To illustrate: a pas.tor 

was asked •as far as you can recall is the item 'helping children who 

are placed in the same jails with adult law breakers' something you 

have had occasion to take public notice of in a sermon application, 

topic study, etc.• If he had had experience with this particular 

problem, and if he felt that it was indeed a matter of which to take 

public notice, he would check this particular column. If, however, 

he had had no particular experience as yet with this problem, but 

still felt that were it to arise in his community, it would require 

such public notice, he could place an 1 A" in the same column. Each 

of the four choices for each item could thus be marked with either 

a check (indicating past experience) or an •A• {indicating no 

esperienee, but a definite conviction). This particular approach is 

of some significance as we shall later show. 

Items considered to be of only limited responsibility in rela

tion to pastoral responsibility were checked in the third box (shown 
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as III or III-A). Those considered entirely outside the area of 

pastoral responsibility and in the realm of personal choice were 

marked in the fourth box (IV or IV-A). 

The returns were tabulated, and will be reported, in four 

groups. The first will give the results on the basis of the total 

response. The second will examine those 96 returns tram the Missouri 

Synod Heartland. The third will scrutinize the 18 responses from the 

East Coast, and the fourth, the 16 responses tram the West Coast. 

Considering the total replies under I, I-A, II and II-A aa 

revealing the greatest degree of awareness, the category showing the 

greatest amount of sensitivity by the entire group was Marriage and 

the Family. In s:econd place was Education; third, Drinking ana Alco

holism; fourth, Gambling; General, fifth; Race r~lations, sixth; 

Government, seventh; Political Activity, eighth; Juvenile Delinquency 

and Crime, ninth; Social Classes, tenth; War, eleventh; Economic 

Decisions, twelfth; and Labor Relations, thirteenth. 

On the East Coast, Drinking and Alcoholism occupied first place; 

Marriage and the Family, second; General, third; Race Relations, 

fourth; Gambling, fifth; Education, sixth; Social Classes ana War were 

tied for seventh; Political Activities, eighth; Government, ninth; 

Juvenile Delinquency and Crime and Labor Relations, tenth; and Econo

mic Decisions, eleventh. 

On the West Coast, Marriage ana the Family was in finrt place; 

Gambling, second; General, third; Drinking and Alcoholism, fourth; 

Education, fifth; Juvenile Delinquency and Crime, sixth; War, seventh; 
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Political Activities, eighth; Government, ninth; Race Relations, 

tenth; Social Classes, eleventh; Economic Decisions, twelfth; and 

Labor Relations, thirteenth. 

Marriage !M, lli Family 

If we look at the item 1 limitipg ~birth£[ children•, we dis

cover that 61 or 36.7 per cent of all the pastors had made same public 

statement regarding this; 14 or 8.4 per cent cheeked it 1 I-A1 ; 39 or 

23.5 per cent had dealt with it i:n some pastoral relationship with an 

individual, and 9 or 5.4 per cent marked it 1 II-A1 • An additional 22 

or 13.2 per cent had both spoken publicly and dealt individually, 

making a total of 145 or 87.2 per cent of the pastors who definitely 

considered this matter a part of their official responsibility. 

Three or 1.8 per cent regarded it as having only limited ethical 

implications. Five or 3 per cent cheeked it 1 III-A1 • Four or 2.4 

per cent thought it to be entirely in the realm of personal choice, 

and 4 more or 2.4 per cent marked it 1 IV-A1 • The item was omitted 

by 6 or 3.6 per cent. 

Comparing· the Missouri Synod Heartland responses, we discover 

that 34 or 35.4 per cent had taken public notice, with an additional 

9 or 9·4 per cent checking 1 I-A1 • Twenty-Two or 22.9 per cent had 

dealt with it in same pastoral relationship with an individual, and 

7 or 7.3 per cent marked 1 II-A1 • Ten more or 10.4 per cent had con

cerned themselves with it both publicly and individually, so that 82 

or 85.4 per cent of the pastors in this area were •pastorally aware• 
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of this item. Three or 3.1 per cent felt it had only limited ethical 

implications .and another 2 or 2.1 per cent marked it 1 III-A1 • One 

or 1 per cent considered it entirely personal, and 2 or 2.1 per cent 

marked it •rv-A•. Six or 6.2 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 10 or 55 per cent had taken public notice, 1 

or 5.5 per cent marked it •I-A•. Two or 11 per cent had dealt with 

it on an individual pastoral basis and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked 

1 II-A1 • Three more or 16.5 per cent had dealt with it both publicly 

and privately,· for a total of 17 or 92.5 per cent of the East Coast 

pastors who regarded this as a part of their pastoral responsibility. 

The one remaining response marked it as a matter entirely in the 

reaLm of personal choice. 

On the West Coast 6 or 37 per cent had taken public notice of it, 

7 or 43.1 per cent had dealt with it on an individual basis, and 2 

~re or 12 per cent had concerned themselves with it on both public 

and individual levels, so that 15 or 92.1 per cent definitely regarded 

this as a matter of pastoral responsibility. The one remaining 

response was marked 1 III-A1 • 

The second item under this category concerned itself with •regard

ing children as a social and economic liability.• Sixty-nine or 

41.5 per cent of all pastors responding had taken public notice of 

this. Twenty-five or 15 per cent marked it 1 I-A•. Fifteen or 9 per 

cent had dealt with it on an individual basis and a like number marked 

it ~II-A~. Another 25 or 15 per cent had concerned themselves with it 

on both these levels so that a total of 149 or 89.5 per cent con

sidered it to be part of their work as pastors. Two or 1.2 per cent 
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thought it had only ltmited ethical implications, and 7 or 4.2 per 

cent marked it 1 III-A1 • None thought it to be only a matter of per

sonal choice. Nine or 5.4 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland area 38 or 39.5 per cent had 

taken public notice of thi s 1i~. with 13 or 13.5 per cent checking 

it 1 I-A1 • Eleven or 11.4 per cent had dealt with it in some personal 

pastoral relationship, with 8 or 8.3 per cent marking it "II-A•. 

Thirteen or 13.5 per cent had taken up the matter on both levels, so 

that a total of 83 or 86.2 per cent considered it part of their 

pastoral responsibility. Two or 2.1 per cent regarded it as having 

only limited ethical implications with 4 or 4.2 per cent checking 

1 III-A1 • None thought it entirely in the realm of personal choice. 

Seven or 7.3 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 6 or 33 per cent took public notice with 4 or 

22 per cent checking 1 I-A1 • Two or 11 per cent had dealt with it on 

an individual basis and a like number checked 1 II-A•. Three or 

16.5 per cent had dealt with it on both levels, so that we find 17 

or 93.5 per cent making it a matter of pastoral responsibility. The 

one remaining response was checked 1 III-A1 1• 

On the West Coast, 7 or 43.1 per cent had taken public notice, 

with 1 or 6 per cent checking •r-A•. One or 6 pe~ cent had oppor

tunity to apeak: on an individual basis, with 2 or 12 per cent marking 

1 II-A1 • Three more or 18.1 per cent had dealt on both leTela, so that 

14 or 85.1 percent of the West Coast pastors made this item part of 

their pastoral responsibility. The remaining 2 or 12 per cent of the 

responses omitted the item. 
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The third item under this category tested sensitivity in the 

matter of •untaithtulness iQ. Jl x.U:A,, u. sgnething B.Qi surprising 

awong husbanaa•. Fifty-nine or 35.5 per cent of all pastors respond

ing had taken public notice, with 15 or 9 per cent marking •I-A•. 

Thirty-seven or 22.3 per cent had dealt with it on a personal basis, 

with 17 or 10.2 per cent checking "II-A•. Twenty-five or 15 per cent 

had dealt with it on both levels, making a total of 153 or 92 per 

cent who considered the matter to be their pastoral responsibility. 

None thought it to be of only limited ethical value, and 3 or 1.8 

per cent had checked 1 III-A1 • None marked it as entirely a matter of 

personal choice. Eleven or 6.6 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 33 or 34.3 per cent had taken 

public notice, with 7 or 7•3 per cent marking 1 I-A1 • Twenty-four or 

25 per cent had dealt with it on an individual basis, and 13 or 13.5 

per cent marked it 1 II-A1 • Ten or 10.4 per cent had dealt with it on 

both levels, so that 87 or 90.5 per cent regarded it as a part of 

their pastoral responsibility. Two or 2.1 per cent had checked 

1 III-A1 and 7 or 7.3 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 9 or 50 per cent of the pastors had taken pub

lic notice, with 2 or 11 per cent checking •I-A•. Two or 11 per cent 

had dealt with an individual, 1 or 5.5 per cent checked 1 Il-A1 • Four 

or 22 per cent had dealt on both . levels. All of the East Coast 

pastors made this item a matter of their pastoral responsibility. 

On the West Coast, 5 or 31 per cent had taken public notice, 4 

or 25 per cent had dealt individually, with 1 or 6 per cent checking 
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•II-£1 • Five or 31 per cent had dealt on both levels, so that 15 or 

93 per cent regarded it as a matter of pastoral responsibility. The 

one rsmaining response omitted the item. 

The fourth item under this category referred to ·~wife !h£ seeks 

~~A. career wpn u. well u. A. homemaker•. Forty-five or 27.1 per 

cent of all pastors responding had taken public aotice, with 11 or 

6.6 per cent checking •I-A1 • Thirty-three or 19.8 per cent had dealt 

with it individually, and an additional 27 or 16.2 per cent checked 

1 II-A1 • Twenty or 12 per cent had dealt with it on both levels, so 

that 136 or 81.7 per cent of the res·ponding pastors regarded this as 

a matter of pastoral responsibility. Four or 2.4 per cent thought 

it had only limited ethical tmplications, with 9 or 5.4 per cent 

checking 1 III-A1 • Three or 1.8 per cent regarded it as entirely a 

matter of personal choice, with 7 or 4.2 per cent checking •IV-A•. 

Seven or 4.2 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 24 or 25 per cent had taken pub

lic notice, with 7 or 7.3 per cent checking •I-A•. Twenty or 21 per 

cent had concerned themselves with it on an individual pastoral 

basis, with 17 or 17.7 per cent checking 1 II-A1 • Nine or 9.4 per 

cent had dealt with it on both levels, so that 77 or 80.4 per cent 

of the pastors in this area regarded this as a matter of their offi

cial responsibility. One or 1 per cent thought it had limited 

ethical implications, with 6 or 6.2 per cent checking 1 III-£1 • Three 

or 3.1 per cent regarded it entirely a matter of personal choice, with 

4 or 4.2 per cent checking •IV-A•. Five or 5.2 per cent omitted the 

item.. 



On the East Coast 4 or 22 per cent took public notice, with 2 or 

11 per cent checking 1 I-A1 • Four or 22 per cent dealt with it on an 

individual basis, and 2 or 11 per cent cheeked 1 II-A1 • Four or 22 

per cent dealt with it on both levels, so that 16 or 88 per cent of 

the East Coast pastors thought this to be a part of their official 

responsibility. One or 5.5 per cent thought it had only limited 

ethical implications and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked it •rv-A•, or 

simply a matter of personal choice. 

On the West Coast 5 or 31 per cent took public notice. An addi

tional 5 or 31 per cent dealt with it on an individual basis. Three 

or 18.1 per cent dealt with it on both levels so -that 13 or 80.1 per 

cent of the West Coast pastors made- this part of their pastoral 

responsibility. One or 6 per cent thought it had limited ethical 

implications, and 1 or 6 per cent checked it 1 III-A1 • None thought 

it entirely a personal matter, and 1 or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

The final item under this category read ·~mother~ seeks ~ 

ha. a career woman u_ ~ !!§. !. homemaker•. Forty-six or 27.7 per 

cent of all pastors responding took public notice, with 8 or 4.8 per 

cent checking •I-A•. Forty-one or 24.7 per cent had dealt with this 

on an individual basis, with 25 or 15 per eent checking 1 II-A•. An 

additional 17 or 10.2 per cent had dealt with it on both levels, so 

that 137 or 82.4 per cent of the pastors made this a matter of offi

cial responsibility. Two or 1.2 per cent thought it had limited 

ethical implications, with 9 or 5.4 per cent checking "III-A•. Three 

or 1.8 per cent regarded it entirely a matter of personal choice, 
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with 6 or 3.6 per cent checking •IV-A•. Ten or 6 per eent omitted 

t;he item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 28 or 29.1 per cent took public 

notice, with 5 or 5.2 per cent checking •I-A•. Twenty-two or 22.9 

per cent had made it a matter of individual counselling, with 16 or 

16.6 per cent checking 1 II-A1 • An additional 6 or 6.2 per cent had 

dealt with it on both levels, so that 77 or 80 per cent of the pastQrS 

in this area regarded this item as a matter of official responsibi

lity. One or 1 per cent considered it as having limited ethical 

implications, with 5 or 5.2 per cent checking 1 III-A1 • Three or 3.1 

per cent thought it to be entirely a matter of personal choice and a 

like number cheeked it 1 IV-A1 ' . Seven or 1.3 ~er cent omitted the 

item. 

On the East Coast 4 or 22 per cent took publia notice, with 2 or 

11 per c.ent checking 1 I-A1 • Five or 27.5 per cent had entered into 

it on an individual basis, with 2 or 11 per cent checking 1 II-A1 • 

Four or 22 per cent had dealt with it on an individual basis, with 2 

or 11 per cent checking 1 II-A•. Four or 22 per cent had dealt with 

it on both levels, so that 17 or 93·5 per cent of the East Coast 

pastors regarded this a matter of their official responsibility. The 

1 or 5.5 per cent remaining checked it 1 III-A•. 

On the West Coast 5 or 31 per cent took public notice. Five or 

31 per cent dealt with it on an individual basis, and 1 or ·6 per ceDt 

checked 1 II-A•. Three or 18.1 per cent dealt with it on both levels, 

so that 14 or 86.1 per cent of the West Coast pastors made this a 
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matter of their official responsibility. One or 6 per cent checked 

it 1III-A•', and 1 or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

Education 

The category showing the second highest degree of social sensi

tivity was the area of education. The first item tested here dealt 

with 1lli ap,proach 12. all learning m~ public school !.! though 9:2! 

ill.~ exist ~ w little 21:. nothing ~ §n. about the worla m 
~·· Eighty-six or £1.7 per cent of all pastors responding had taken 

public notice, with 19 or 11.4 per cent checking •r-A•. Twenty-three 

or 13.8 per cent had dealt with this on an individual basis, with 6 

or 3.6 per cent checking 1 II-A1 • Fifteen or 9 per cent had dealt 

with it on both levels, making a total of 149 or 88.5 per cent of all 

pastors regarding this as a matter of their official responsibility. 

Seven or 4.2 per cent checked it 1 III-A1 , and lor .6 per cent 

checked it 1 IV-A11• Four or 2.4 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 53 or 55.1 per cent had taken 

public notice, with 12 or 12.5 per cent checking 1 I-A1 • Sixteen or 

16.6 per cent had dealt with it on an individual basis, with 4 or 

4.2 per cent checking 1 II-A•. Eight or 8.3 per cent had dealt with 

it on both levels, so that 93 or 96.7 per cent of all pastors in this 

area regarded this item as a matter of their official responsibility. 

One or 1 per cent checked it 1 III-A1 • Two or 2.1 per cent omitted 

the item. 
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On the East Coast 8 or 44 per cent had taken public notice, with 

1 or 5.5 per cent checking •I-A•. F&ur or 22 per cent had dealt with 

it on an individual basis. Three or 16.5 per cent dealt on both 

levels, so that 16 or 87.5 per cent regarded it as a part of their 

official responsibility. One or 5.5 per cent cheeked it 1 III-A1 , aQd 

1 or 5.5 per cent omitted this item. 

On the West Coast 7 or 43.1 per cent had taken public notice. 

Two or 12 per cent had dealt wit~ it individually, and 1 or 6 per 

cent checked 1 II-A1 • Three or 18.1 per cent indicated both levels, 

so that 13 or 79.2 per cent of the West Coast pastors made this item 

a matter of official responsibility. Two or 12 per cent checked it 

1 III-A1 , and 1 or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

The second item under this category referred to•teaching evolu

.t1J2.U .illlli. oublic schools A§. ~scientificallY acceptable explana

l.iml ~~ origin 91_ ila, world An£ m&.~a1 • Eighty-four or 50.5 per 

cent of all pastors had taken public notice, with 16 or 9.6 per cent 

checking •I-A•. Sixteen or 9.6 per cent had dealt with it indivi

dually, with 8 or 4.8 per cent checking •II-A•. Thirty-five or 21 

per cent indicated both levels, so that 159 or 95·5 per cent of all 

pastors considered this item to cover an area of their pastoral 

responsibility. Three or 1.8 per cent checked it 1 III-A1 and 5 or 

3 per cent omitted the item. None thought it to be stmply a matter 

of personal choice. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 52 or 54.1 per cent of the pas

tors had taken public notice, with 10 or 10.4 per cent checking •I-A•. 
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Ten or 10.4 per cent had dealt with it individually, with 6 or 6.2 

per cent checking 1 II-A1 • Sixteen or 16.6 per cent indicated both 

levels, so that 94 or 97.7 per cent of the pastors in this area 

regarded this item as a part of their pastoral responsibility. Two~r 

2.1 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 8 or 44 per cent of the pastors had taken pub

lic notice, with 1 or .5 .5 per cent checking •I-A1 • Three or 16.5 per 

cent had dealt individually. Five or 27.5 per cent indicated both 

levels. Seventeen or 93.5 per cent of the East Coast pastors made 

this a matter of official responsibility. The one remaining response 

was checked "III-A•. 

On the West Coast 7 or 43.1 per cent of the pastors had taken 

public notice, with 1 or 6 per cent checking 1 I-A1 • Two or 12 per 

cent had dealt individually, and 4 or 25 per cent indicated both 

levels. Fourteen or 86.1 per cent of the West Coast pastors regarded 

this a matter of their official responsibility. One or 6 per cent 

checked it 1 III-A1 , and 1 or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

The final item in this category regarded •determining whether 

federal L1Jl. ~Christian ~Schools !..@. permissible 2r,. advisable•. 

Sixty-two or 37.3 per cent of the pastors making response had taken 

public notice, with 23 or 13.8 per cent checking •I-A•. Eighteen or 

10.8 per cent had dealt individually, with 12 or 7.2 per cent check

ing 1 II-A1 • Nine or 5.4 per cent indicated both levels, so that .124 

or 74.5 per cent of all pastors regarded this a matter of their 

pastoral responsibility. Seventeen or 10.2 per cent thought it 



51 

to have only limited ethical implications, with 20 or 12 per cent 

checking 11 III-A1 • One or .6 per cent regarded it purely as a matter 

of personal choice, and 3 or 1.8 per cent cheeked •rv-A•. Eight or 

4.8 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 43 or 44.7 per cent had taken 

public notice, with 17 or 17.7 per cent checking •I-A". Eleven or 

11.4 per cent had dealt individually, with 4 or 4.2 per cent checking 

1 II-A1 • Four or 4.2 per cent indicated both levels, showing that 79 

or~ 82.2 per cent of the· pastors in this area made this matter a part 

of their official responsibility. Two or 2.1 per cent regarded it 

as having only limited ethical implications with 9 or 9.4 per cent 

checking "III-A•. One or 1 per cent considered it purely a matter of 

personal choice, with 2 or 2.1 per cent checking •IV-A•. Three or 

3.1 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 3 or 16.5 per cent had taken public notice, 

with 5 or 27.5 per cent checking 1 I-A1 • Three or 16.5 per cent had 

dealt individually, and 3 or 16.5 per cent indicated both levels. 

Fourteen or 77 per cent of all East Coast pastors regarded this 

matter as a part of their official responsibility. Three or 16.5 

per cent checked 11 III-A1 , and 1 or 5.5 per cent. omitted the item. 

On the West Coast 6 or 37 per cent had taken public notice, and 

4 or 25 .Per cent checked •I-A". One or 6 per cent checked 11 II-A1 • 

Eleven or 68 per cent of the pastors on the West Coast made this item 

a matter of their official responsibility. Two or 12 per cent thought 

it had only limited ethical implications, and 2 or 12 per cent checked 
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1 II-A
1 

• ~one regarded it as being a matter purely of personal 

choice. One or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

Drinking and Alcoholism 

The third category in order of social sensitivity was that of 

drinking and alcoholism. In this category the first item presented 

was •social drinking~~ n2t involve drunkenness .• Fifty-one 

or 30.7 per cent of all pastors responding had taken public notice, 

with 11 or 6.6 per cent checking 1 I-A1 • Nineteen or 11.4 per cent 

~ad given this attention on an individual basis, with 9 or 5.4 per 

cent checking 1 II-A1 • Twenty-four or 1_4.4 per cent indicated both 

levels. A *otal of 114 or 68.5 per cent regarded this item as a part 

of their official responsibility. Eight or 4.8 per cent thought it 

to have limited ethical implications, with 13 or 7.8 per cent check

ing 1 III-A1 • Thirteen or 7.8 per cent considered it entirely within 

the realm of personal choice, and another 13 or 7.8 per cent checked 

it •rv-A•. Five or 3 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland area 33 or 34·3 per cent took 

public notice, with 6 or 6.2 per cent checking 1 I-A1 • Seven or 7.3 

per cent dealt individually and another 7 or 7.3 per cent checked 

•II-A•. Eleven or 11.4 per cent indicated both levels, so that 57 

or 66.5 per cent made this item a part of their official responsi

bility. Five or 5.2 per cent regarded it as having limited ethical 

implications, with 7 or 7.3 per cent checking •III-A•. Ten or 10.4 

per cent looked upon it as entirely within the realm of personal 
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choice, with 7 or 7.3 per cent checking •IV-A•. Three or 3.2 per 

cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 6. or 33 per cent took public notice, with 3 

or 11 per cent checking "I-A•. Four or 22 per cent dealt indivi

dually and another 6 or 33 per cent indicated both levels. Thus all 

pastors on the East Coast regarded this item as part of their official 

responsibility. 

On the West Coast 2 or 12 per cent took public notice. Four or 

25 per cent dealt individually. Three or 18.1 per cent dealt on both 

leveis. Nine or 55.1 per cent of all pastors on the West Coast con

sidered this item part of their official responsibility. Two or 12· 

per cent thought it had only limited ethical implicatiohs, and 3 or 

18.1 per cent checked "III-A•. One or 6 per cent checked •IV-A• and 

1 or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

The second item in this category read "discovering~~

signally haying ~ mwm_ .i2, drink; i§_ nS?.i COnsidered seriOUS because 

it happeD§~ eyerypne ~in A while.• Sixty-five or 39.1 per cent 

of the pastors indicated that they took public notice of this item, 

with 14 or 8.4 per cent checking •I-A•. Forty-two or 25.3 per cent 

dealt on an individual basis and 14 or 8.4 per cent checked 1 II-A1 • 

Another 23 or 13.8 per cent indicated both levels, so that 158 or 

95 per cent felt this to be a part of their pastoral responsibility. 

Five or 3 per cent checked "III-A•. One or .6 per cent thought this 

entirely a personal matter and 5 or 3 per cent omitted the item. 
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In the Missouri Synod Heartland 37 or 37.4 per cent took public 

notice, and 9 or 9.4 per cent checked •I-A•. Twenty-two or 23 per 

cent dealt individually and 9 or 9.4 per cent checked 1 II-A•. Ten 

or 10.4 per cent indicated both levels for a total of 86 or 79.6 

per cent making this part of their official responsibility. One or 

1 per cent gave it only limited responsibility, with 3 or 3.1 per 

cent checking 1 III-A1 • One or 1 per cent thought it entirely in 

the personal realm and 5 or 5.2 per cent omitted the itam. 

On the East Coast 7 or 38.5 per cent of the pastors took public 

notice, with 2 or 11 per cent checking •I-A•• Two or 11 per cent 

took individual notice and another 2 or 11 per cent checked 1 II-A•. 

Five or 27.5 per cent indicated both levels. Thus all pastors on 

the East Coast made this part of their pastoral responsibility. 

On the West Coast 6 or 37 per cent took public notice and 7 or 

43.1 per cent dealt individually. An additional 2 or 12 per cent 

indicated both levels, so 15 or 92.1 per cent made this item part of 

their official responsibility. One or 6 per cent checked it 1 III-A~ 

· The third item in this category concerned •alcoholism ~ ~ 

l§tious personal responSibility confronting ~member 2! your congre

gation•. Sixteen or 9,6 per cent of all responses took public notice 

with 9 or 5.4 per cent checking 1 I-A1 • Ninety-eight or 59 per cent 

took individual notice, with 17 or 10.2 per cent checking 1 II-A•. 

Another 19 or 11.4 per cent indicated both levels. That meant that 

159 or 95 per cent made this a matter of official responsibility. Two 

or 1.2 per cent thought it had only limited ethical implications, 

I . 
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another 2 or 1.2 per cent checked •rrr-A•. One or .6 per cent 

regarded it as entirely personal, and 3 or 1.8 per cent omitted the 

item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 10 or 10.4 per cent took public 

notice with 6 or 6.2 per cent checking •r-A•. Fifty-seven or 59.3 

per cent dealt individually and 11 or 11.4 per cent cheeked •rr-A•. 

Eight or 8.3 per cent indicated both levels. Ninety-two or 95.6 

per cent made it definitely a part of their official responsibility. 

Two or 1.2 per cent thought it had only limited ethical implications, 

and 2 or 2.1 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 1 or 5·5 took public notice, with 2 or 11 per 

cent checking •r-A•. · Ten or 82.5 per cent dealt individually, and 1 

or 5.5 per cent checked •rr-A•. Four or 22 per cent indicated both 

levels, so that all East Coast pastors made this a matter of official 

responsibility. 

On the West Coast 1 or 6 per cent took public notice. Eight or 

50 per cent dealt individually. Four or 25 per cent indicated both 

levels. Thirteen or 81 per cent regarded this item as part of their 

pastoral responsibility. One or 6 per cent cheeked 1 III-A1 , 1 or 6 

per cent checked •IV-A•, and 1 or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

The final item in this category eoncerned 1 alcoholism ~~grave 

problem contronting apciety•. Eighty-three or 49.9 per cent of all 

responses took public notice, with 24 or 14.4 per cent checking •r-A•. 

Nineteen or 11.4 per cent dealt individually, and 5 or 3 per cent 

checked •rr-A•. Twenty-four or 14.4 per cent indicated both levels. 

d ' 



One hundred fifty-five or 93.1 per cent thus considered this matter 

part of their pastoral responsibility. Two or 1.2 per cent regarded 

it as having limited ethical implications, and another 2 or 1.2 per 

cent cheeked 1 III-A1 • One or .6 per cent thought it entirely personal, 

and 2 or 1.2 per cent checked "IV-A•. Five or 3 per cent omitted the 

item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 51 or 53 per cent took public 

notice and 14 or 14.5 per cent checked •I-A•. Fourteen or 14.5 per 

cent indicated both levels. Eighty-eight or 9~.5 per cent of these 

pastors considered this matter a part of their official responsibi

. lity. One or 1 per cent thought it to have only limited ethical 

implications. One or 1 per cent cheeked •IV-A•, and 3 or 3.1 per 

cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 7 or 38.5 per cent of the pastors took public 

notice, and 1 or 5·5 per cent cheeked •I-A•. Four or 22 per cent 

dealt in~ividually. Six or 33 per cent indicated both levels, so 

that all East Coast pastors made this a matter of their pastoral 

responsibility. 

On the West Coast 6 or 37 per cent took public notice, with 2 or 

12 per cent checking 1 l-A1 • Five or 31 per cent dealt individually 

and 1 or 6 per cent indicated both levels. Fourteen or 86 per cent 

of the West Coast pastors made this matter a part of their official 
I 

concern. One or 6 per cent checked it 1 IV-A1 , and l -or 6 per cent 

omitted the item. 
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Gtgnbling 

The fourth main category, in order of social awareness, con

cerned gambling. In this category the first item read "playing cards 

!.Ql: money U m members, lmi ~ l2!.. limited stakes•. Fifty-three 

or 31.9 per cent of all pastors responding took public notice, and 

14 or 8.4 per cent checked "I-A•. Thirty-three or 19.8 per cent 

dealt individually and 19 or 9.6 per cent cheeked "II-A". Twenty 

or 12 per cent indicated both levels, so that 126 or 81.7 per cent 

of all pastors responding made this a matter of official responsibi

lity. Six or 3.6 per cent regarded it as having only limited ethical 

implications and another 12 or 7.2 per cent cheeked "III-A•. One or 

.6 per cent thought it entirely personal and another 4 or 2.4 per 

cent checked "IV-A~. Eight or 4.8 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 32 or 33.3 per cent took public 

notice and 10 or 10.4 per cent checked "I-A1 • Twenty or 20.8 per 

cent dealt individually and 9 or 9·4 per cent checked 1 II-A1 • 

Another 9 or 9.4 per cent indicated both levels, so that 81 or 83.3 

per cent made this a part of their pastoral concern. Two or 2.1 per 

cent regarded it as having limited ethical implications, and 6 or 

6.2 per cent checked 1 III-A". Another 2 or 2.1 per cent thought it 

to be entirely personal. SiK or 6.2 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 4 or 22 per cent took public notice and 2 or 

11 per cent checked "I-A". Five or 27.5 per cent dealt individually 

and 3 or 16.5 per cent checked 11 II-A11 • Three or 16.5 per cent indi

cated both levels, which meant that 17 or 93.5 per cent of the East 
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Coast pastors regarded this as a part of their pastoral responsibili

ty. One or 5.5 per cent omitted the item. 

On the West Coast 6 or 37 per cent took public notice. Three 

or 18.1 per cent dealt individually and 2 or 12 per cent checked 

1 II-A1 • One or 6 per cent indicated both levels, so that 12 or 75 

per cent of these pastors regarded this item as part of their offi

cial concern. Three or 18.1 per cent checked it •III-A• and 1 or 6 

per cent omitted the item. 

The second item in this category dealt with •betting ~~horse 

~ where state ~ oermit mu:i_-mutual wagerine;•. Here 52 or 31.3 

per cent of all pastors responding took public notice, •with 31 or 

18.6 per cent checking •I-A'. Eighteen or 10.8 per cent dealt 

individually and 27 or 16.2 per cent checked 1 II-A1 • Another 7 or 

4.2 per cent indicated both levels, for a total of ~35 or 81.1 per 

cent of all responses making this an official pastoral responsibility. 

Eight or 4.8 per cent regarded it having limited ethical limitations, 

and 9 or 5.4 per cent checked "III-A•. Three or 1.8 per cent thought 

it to be entirely a personal matter and 5 or 3 per cent checked 

•rv-A•. Eight or 4.8 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 33 or 34·3 per cent took public 

notice and 15 or 15.6 per cent checked •I-A". Ten or 10.4 per cent 

dealt individually and 18 or 18.7 per cent checked "II-A•. Another 

2 or 2.1 per cent dealt on both levels . Seventy-eight or 81.1 per 

cent of these pastors made this item part of their pastoral respon

sibility. Two or 2,1 per cent regarded it as having limited ethical 
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i mplications and '5 or 5.2 per cent checked 'III-A•. One or 1 per 

cent checked "IV-A•. Eight or 8.3 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 7 or 38.5 per cent took public notice and 2 or 

11 per cent checked •I-A•. Four or 22 per cent dealt individually 

and 2 or 11 per cent cheeked ''II-A•. Another 2 or 11 per cent indi

cated both levels. Seventeen or 93.5 per cent of the East Coast 

pastors made this a matter of their pastoral responsibility. The 

remaining response listed this as •rv-A•. 

On the West Coast 2 or 12 per cent took public notice, with 7 or 

43.1 per cent checking •I-A•. Another 2 or 12 per cent dealt indivi

dually and still another 2 or 12 per cent checked 1 II-A•. Two or 12 

per cent indicated both levels, making a total of 15 or 19.1 per cent 

of the West Coast pastors recognizing this as an official responsibi

lity. The one remaining response cheeked this •III-A•. 

The final item in this category read •playing !lQi machines 

where state~ forbid such activities•. Sixty-one or 36.7 per cent 

responses took public notice, with 31 or 18.6 per cent checking •I-A•. 

Twenty-three or 13.8 per cent dealt individually, and 19 or 11.4 per 

cent checked 1 II-A1 • Eleven or 6.6 per cent dealt on both levels, so 

that 145 or 87.1 per cent of all responses officially recognized this 

item as part of pastoral responsibility. Four or 2.4 per cent regard

ed it as having limited ethical implications and 11 or 6.6 per cent 

checked 1 III-A1 • One or .6 per cent thought it an entirely personal 

matter and another 1 or .6 per cent checked it •rv-A•. Eight or 4.8 

per cent omitted the item. 
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In the Missouri Synod Heartland 39 or 40.5 per cent took public 

notice and 17 or 17.7 per cent checked "l-A1' . Thirteen or 13.5 per 

cent dealt individually and 12 or 12.5 per cent checked •II-A•. 

Another 3 or 3.1 per cent indicated both levels. In this area, then, 

72 or 87.3 per cent of the pastors made this a matter of official con

cern. One or 1 per cent regarded it having limited ethical implica

tions, and 3 or 3.1 per cent checked •III-A•. One or l per cent 

checked "IV-A• and 7 or 7.3 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 5 or 27.5 per cent took public notice and 4 or 

22 per cent checked •r-A•. Three or 16.5 per cent dealt individually 

and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked 1 II-A11 • Two or 11 per cent indicated 

both levels. Fifteen or 82.5 per cent of the East Coast pastors 

regarded this item as pa~t of their pastoral responsibility. One or 

5.5 per cent thought it to have only limited ethical implications 

and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked 1 III-A1 • One or 5.5 per cent omitted 

the item. 

On the West Coast 6 or 37 per cent took public notice and 3 or 

18.1 per cent checked •r-A•. Another 3 or 18.1 per cent dealt indi

vidually and 2 or 12 per cent checked "II-A". One or 6 per cent 

indicated both levels. Fifteen or 91.2 per cent of the West Coast 

pastors made this a matter of their official concern. The remaining 

1 or 6 per cent checked "III-A•. 
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General 

The fifth main category was. listed as •general•. In this group 

ware a number of single unrelated items thought significant enough to 

be considered by a group of pastors who would thereby give thought to 

a wider range of social problems. The first item in this category 

concerned 1 1ru!, ~ 2!, llli ~ lixnb !.!!, driving 'to get there !. little 

sooner•. Concerning this item we find that 90 or 54.1 per cent of 

the total responses had taken public notice, with 17 or 10.2 per cent 

checking •I-A•. Another 15 or 9 per cent dealt individually and 11 or 

6.6 per cent checked 1 II-A1 • Sixteen or 9.6 per cent more indicated 

both levels, for a total of 149 or 89.5 per cent of all pastors 

regarding this as an official responsibility. Two or 1.2 per cent 

considered it as having only limited ethical implications and 9 or 5.4 

per cent checked 1 III-A1 • None thought it an entirely personal 

affair. Seven or 4.2 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland the matter of highway safety was 

taken public notice of by 56 or 58.2 per cent, with 5 or 5.2 per cent 

checking •I-A•. Nine or 9.2 per cent dealt individually and 6 or 6.6 

per cent checked 1 II-A•. Another 6 or 6.6 per cent indicated both 

levels, so that 83 or 85.2 per cent of the pastors in this region 

regarded this item as a matter of official responsibility. One or 1 

per cent made it a matter of limited ethical implication, while 8 or 

8.3 per cent checked 1 III-A1 • None thought it entirely personal. 

Five or 5.2 per cent omitted the item. 
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On the East Coast 11 or 60.5 per cent took public notice while 

2 or 11 per cent checked •r-A•. One or 5.5 per cent dealt indivi

dually and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked 1 II-A1 • Three or 16.5 per cent 

indicated both levels, which meant that all pastors on the East Coast 

regarded this item as a part of their pastoral responsibility. 

Not so on the West Coast. Here 6 or 37 per cent took public 

notice and 2 checked 1 1-A". Another 3 or 18.1 per cent dealt indi

vidually and 3 or 18.1 per cent checked 1 II-A1 • One or 6 per cent 

indicated both levels so that 15 or 91.1 per cent considered this a 

matter of official concern. One or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

The second item in this category referred to •finding ~place 

ill. ~~ w_ retired who ~~. useless A!!9_ 1 Q!!. lli shelf' •. 

Here 45 or 27.1 per cent of all responses took public notice and 23 

or 13.8 per cent checked 1 I-A1 • Another 42 or 25.3 per cent dealt 

individually and 19 or 11.4 per cent checked 1 II-A•. Fourteen or 

8.4 per cent indicated both levels, making a total of 143 or 86 per 

cent of all responses in the area of official responsibility. One 

or .6 per cent thought it had limited ethical implications and 12 

or 7,2 per cent checked "III-A". Three or 1.8 per cent considered 

it an entirely personal matter and 8 or 4.8 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 25 or 26 per cent took public 

notice and 11 or 11.4 per cent checked •I-A•. Twenty-seven or 28.1 

per cent dealt individually and ' l2 or 12~5 per cent checkecl"II-A". 

Five or 5.2 per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 80 or.. 
83.2 per cent of the pastors in this area making this a matter of 

official responsibility. Two or 2.1 per cent said it had only 



limited ethical implications and 7 or 7.3 per cent checked •III-A•. 

Two or 2.1 per cent checked "IV-A•, and 5 or 5.2 per cent omitted 

the item. 

On the East Coast 3 or 16.5 per cent took public notice and 4 

or 22 per cent checked "I-A•. Another 3 or 16.5 per · cent dealt 

individually and 3 or 16.5 per cent checked "II-A•. Four or 22 per 

cent indicated both levels, for a total of 17 or 93.5 per cent of 

the East Coast pastors making this a matter of official concern. One 

or 5.5 per cent checked it "III-A". 

On the West Coast 5 or 31.2 per cent took public notice and 3 

or 18.1 per cent checked •I-A". Three or 18.1 per cent dealt indi

vidually and 1 or 6 per cent checked •II-A". Three or 18.1 per cent 

indicated both levels, for a total of 15 or 91.5 per cent of the West 

Coast pastors considereing this a part of their pastoral responsibi

lity. The remaining response omitted the item. 

The next item in this category invited pastors to consider the 

matter of •recognizing prostitutes~ possible mission material•. 

Thirty-three of 19.8 per cent of all responses had taken public 

notice, while 26 or 15.6 per cent cheeked "I-A•. Fifteen or 9 per 

cent dealt individually and 37 or 22.3 per cent checked "Il-A". 

Eight or 4.8 per cent reported they had taken official recognition 

of this item on both levels, so that a total of 119 or 71.5 per cent 

had made it part of their pastoral responsibility. Six or 3.6 per 

cent regarded it as having limited ethical implications and 15 or 9 

per cent checked "III-A•. Two or 1.2 per cent made it strictly a 



personal matter, and 4 or 2.4 per cent checked "IV-A1 • Twenty or 12 

per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 20 or 20.8 per cent took public 

notice and an additional 10 or 10.4 per cent recorded •r-A•. Eight 

or 8.3 per cent dealt individually and 28 or 27 per cent checked 

•rr-A•. Another 2 or 2.1 per cent indicated both levels, making a 

total of 66 or 68.6 per cent of the pastors in this area taking offi

cial notice of the problem presented in this item. Five or 5.2 per 

cent considered it as having limited ethical implications and 8 more 

or 8.3 per cent checked •rrr-A•. One or 2.1 per cent considered that 

it had no relation to the ministry whatever and 2 or 2.1 per cent 

checked •rv-A•. Fourteen or 14.5 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast none had taken public notice, but 7 or 38.5 

per cent checked •r-A•. Three or 16.5 per cent had dealt with it 

on both levels, for a total of 15 or 82.5 per cent regarding it as 

a matter of official concern. One or 5.5 per cent gave it only 

limited ethical implications and 2 or 11 per cent checked •rrr-A•. 

None thought it an entirely personal matter and there were no 

omissions. 

On the West Coast 3 or 18.1 per cent had taken public notice and 

2 or 12 per cent had checked •r-A•. Another 2 or 12 per cent had 

dealt individually and 2 or 12 per cent checked •rr-A•. One or 6 

per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 10 or 60.1 per cent 

of the West Coast pastors placing this in the area of official 

responsibility. 
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The fourth item in this category made reference to •speaking 

11>&. :truth under ~~ required 1Q. .9.2. !!£ ia court •. Here 105 or 

63.2 per cent of the total responses had taken public notice and 12 

or 7.2 per cent checked "I-A•. Eleven or 6.6 per cent dealt indivi

dually and another 11 or 6.6 per cent checked 1 II-A1 • Seventeen or 

10.2 per cent indicated both levels, giving a total of 156 or 93.8 

per cent recognizing this item as a part of their pastoral responsi

bility. Four or 2.4 per cent checked 1 III-A1 • One or .6 per eent 

thought it purely personal. Six or 3.6 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 63 or 66.5 per cent took public 

notice and 4 or 4.2 per cent checked •r-A•. Six or 6.2 per cent dealt 

individually, and 8 or 8.3 per cent checke4 •rr-A•. Nine or 9.6 per 

cent indicated both levels, so that 90 or 93.6 per cent of the pas

tors in this area made this a matter of pastoral concern. One or 1 

per cent thought it had only limited ethical implications and another 

1 or 1 per cent checked 1 III-A1 • Four or 4.2 per cent omitted the 

item. 

On the East Coast 11 or 60.5 per cent took public notice and 1 

or 5.5 per cent checked 1 I-A1 • Two or 11 per cent dealt individually 

and 1 or 6.5 per cent checked 1 II-A". Three or 16.5 per cent indica

ted both levels, which means that all pastors on the East Coast 

recognized this item as part of their official concern. 

On the West Coast 12 or 75 per cent took public notice and 1 or 

6 per cent checked •I-A". One or 6 per cent dealt individually 

and 2 or 12 per cent indicated both levels, so that all pastors on 
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the West Coast also thought this to be a part of their pastoral 

responsibility. 

The fifth and last item in this category dealt with •profes

sional workers finding~ code 2£ ethics 1£ guide~·. In this 

area 24 or 14.4 per cent of all responses took public notice of its 

need, and 20 or 12 per cent checked 1 I-A•. Another 28 or 16.8 per 

cent dealt with it on an individual basis and 24 or 14.4 per cent 

checked 1 II-A1 • An additional 6 or 3.6 per cent indicated both 

levels. One hundred two or ~1.2 per cent of all responses made this 

a matter of official responsibility. Nine or 5.4 per cent thought it 

to have only limited ethical implications, while 27 or 16.2 per cent 

checked 1 III-A1 • Three or 1.8 per cent considered it an entirely 

personal matter and 9 or 5.4 per cent checked •IV-A1 • Seventeen 

or 10.2 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 15 or 15.6 per cent took public 

notice, and 7 or 7.3 per cent checked •I-A•. Eleven or 11.4 per cent 

dealt with it individually and 16 or 16.6 per cent checked 1 II-A1 
• 

Another 4 or 4.2 per cent indicated both levels, with a total of 53 

or 55.1 per cent of the responses in this region placing this matter 

in the category of official responsibility. Four or 4.2 per cent 

thought it had only limited ethical implications and 16 or 16.6 per 

cent checked •III-A". Two or 2.1 per cent considered it an entirely 

personal matter and 8 or 8.3 per cent checked •IV-A•. Thirteen or 

13.5 per cent omitted the item. 
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On the East Coast 4 or 22 per cent took public notice, and 3 or 

16.5 per cent 1 I-A1 • Another 3 or 16.5 per cent dealt individually, 

and 2 or 11 per cent checked "II-A•. Another 3 or 16.5 per cent indi

cated both levels, with 15 or 82.5 per cent of the East Coast pastors 

recognizing this item as an official responsibility. One or 5.5 per 

cent regarde it as having limited ethical implications, and 1 or 5.5 

per cent checked "III-A•. The final response checked it "IV-A". 

On the West Coast 4 or 25 per cent gave public notice, and 5 or 

31 per cent dealt individually with the matter, for a total of 9 or 

56 per cent considering it a part of their pastoral responsibility. 

Two or 12 per cent, however, regarded it as having only limited 

ethical implications and 4 or 25 per cent checked it as •III-A•. 

One or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

~Relations 

The sixth group in order of social awareness covered the field 

of race relations. In this group the first item dealt with ·~group 

2t white people ~ you have found 12 regard themselves ~ superior 

~all other races. Forty-three or 25.9 per cent of the total 

responses had taken public notice of this item, with 39 or 23.5 per 

cent checking 1 I-A1 • Another 18 or 10.8 per cent had dealt with it 

individually, and 16 or 9.6 per cent checked 1 II-A•. Seventeen or 

10.2 per cent indicatea both levels. One hundred thirty-three or 

80 per cent of the total responses considered this item as an offi

cial pastoral concern. Four or 2.4 per cent thought it had limited 
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ethical implications and 14 or 8.4 per cent checked 1 111-A". Two or 

1.2 per cent regarded it as an entirely personal matter and 4 or 2.4 

per cent checked •rv-A•. Twelve or 7.2 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 25 or 26 per cent took public 

notice and 22 or 22.9 per cent checked it "I-A•. Another 11 or 11.4 

per cent dealt with it individually and 9 or 9.4 per cent checked 

1 II-A1 • Nine or 9.4 per cent also indicated both levels, for a total 

of 75 or 79.1 per cent regarding this item as an official concern. 

One or 1 per cent gave it only limited ethical implications and 6 or 

6.2 per cent checked 1 1Il-A". One or 1 per cent also considered it 

as a strictly personal affair and 4 or 4.2 per cent checked •IV-A". 

Eight or 8.3 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 5 or 27.5 per cent took public notice and 

another 3 or 16.5 per cent checked "I-A•. Four or 22 per cent dealt 

individually and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked 1 II-A1 • Three or 16.5 

per cent indicated both levels. Sixteen or 8$ per cent made it a 

matter of pastoral responsibility. One or 5.5 per cent checked it 

1 lli-A1 , and one or 5.5 per cent omitted the item. 

On the West Coast 3 or 18.1 per cent took public notice, but 6 

or 37 per cent checked •I-A•. One or 6 per cent dealt individually 

and 2 or 12 per cent checked•Il-A1 , for a total of 12 or 75 per cent 

regarding the item as something of official concern. Two or 12 per 

cent cheeked 1 lli-A1 • None thought it entirely personal. 

The second item in this category concerned itself with ·~group 

Qt white Christians who seek ~withdraw from ~possible contact 



~members Qt another~·· Here 59 or 35.5 per cent of all 

responses took public notice and 35 or 21 per cent checked "I-A•. 

Eight or 4.8 per cent dealt on an individual basis and 18 or 10.8 

per cent cheeked 1 Il-A1 • Another 14 or 8.4 per cent thought it to be 

something of official concern. Two or 1.2 per cent gave it only 

limited ethical implications and 16 or 9.6 per cent checked 1 111-A". 

Four or 2.4 per cent thought it strictly personal and 2 or 1.2 per 

cent checked •rv-A•. Nine or 5.4 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 31 or 32.2 per cent took public 

notice and 19 or 19.8 per cent checked •r-A•. An additional 5 or 

5.2 per cent dealt individually and 12 or 12.5 per cent checked 

1 11-A". Six or 6.2 per cent indicated both levels for a. total of 73 

or 75.9 per cent of this group regarding this matter as a pastoral 

responsibility. Two or 2.1 per cent gave it limited ethical impli

cations and 10 or 10.4 per cent checked 1 III-A1 • Three or 3.1 per 

cent regarded it as an entirely personal affair, and 2 or 2.1 per 

cent checked •rv-A•. Six or 6.2 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 9 or 50 per cent took public notice and 3 or 

16.5 per cent checked •r-A•. One or 5·5 per cent dealt individually 

and 2 or 11 per cent ' checked 1 II-A1 • The last three or 16.5 per cent 

indicated both levels, thus placing all the East Coast pastors on 

record that this area was a matter of official responsibility. 

On the West Coast 5 or 31 per cen~ took public notice and 3 or 

18.1 per cent checked •r-A•. One or 6 per cent dealt individually, 2 

or 12 per cent checked 1 II-A1 ; 1 or 6 per cent checked both levels. 
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Twelve or 75 per cent of the West Coast pastors made this a matter of 

ministerial responsibility. Two or 12 per cent checked 1 III-A1 • One 

or 6 per cent thought it a strictly personal matter, and 1 or 6 per 

cent omitted the item. 

The third item in this category spoke of "denying ~person ~ 

right!£ choose~ place~ residence because£!~~·· Regard

ing this 35 or 21 per cent of all responses had taken public notice 

and another 34 or 20.4 per cent checked 1 I-A1 Nine or 5.4 per cent• 

dealt individually and 23 or 13.8 per cent checked "II-A•. Eight or 

4.8 per cent indicated both levels, so that 109 or 65.4 per cent of 

all responses thought this to be something of official pastoral 

responsibility. Seven or 4.2 per cent gave it limited ethical impli

cations and 27 or 16.2 per cent checked "III-A". Three or 1.8 per 

cent considered it a strictly personal matter and 5 or 3 per cent 

checked •rv-A•. Sixteen or 9.6 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 20 or 20.8 per cent took public 

notice and 16 or 16.6 per cent checked "I-A". Four or 4.2 per cent 

dealt individually and 15 or 15.6 per cent checked "II-A•. Two or 

2.1 per cent indicated both levels, making a total of 57 or 51.4 

per cent of the pastors in the region accepting this as a part of 

their official responsibility. Three of 3.1 per cent gave it limited 

ethical implications and 17 or 17.7 per cent checked it 1 III-A1 • 

Three or 3.1 per cent thought it an entirely personal matter and 

another 3 or 3.1 per cent checked it •rv-A•. Thirteen or 13.5 per 

cent omitted the item. 
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On the East Coast 3 or 16.5 per cent took public notice and 5 

or 27.5 per cent checked it •I-A•. Three or 16.5 per ·cent dealt 

individually and another 3 or 16.5 per cent checked it •II-A•. Still 

another 3 or 16.5 per cent indicated both levels, so that 17 or 93.5 

per cent of the East Coast pastors were ready to make this a matter 

of official concern. The one remaining response omitted the item. 

On the West Coast 2 or 12 per cent took public notice and 4 or 

25 per cent checked it 1 I-A1 • Two or 12 per cent dealt individually 

and 1 or 6 per cent checked it "II-A1 • Nine or 55 per cent of the 

West Coast pastors regarded this as a part of their responsibility. 

Three or 18.1 per cent gave it only limited ethical implications, 

another 3 or 18.1 per cent checked it 1 III-A1 , and 1 or 6 _per cent 

checked it •rv-A•. 

The fourth and final item in this category took up the matter 

of •intermarriage between members 2t~ different races•. Thirty

five or 21 per cent of the total response took public notice and 

another 11 or 6.6 per cent checked it "I-A•. Twenty-nine or 17.4 

per cent dealt with it on an individual basis and 3'o or 18 per cent 

checked it •!I-A1 • Fourteen or 8.4 per cent indicated both levels. 

One hundred nineteen or 71.4 per cent of the total response con

sidered this item something of official pastoral concern • . . Seven or 

4.2 per cent thought it had limited ethical implications and 14 or 

8.4 per cent checked it 1 III-A1 • Four or 2.4 per cent made _it an 

entirely personal matter and 14 or 8.4 per cent checked it •IV-A•. 

Nine or 5.4 per cent omitted the item. 
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In the Missouri Synod Heartland 21 or 21.8 per cent took public 

notice and 5 or 5.2 per cent checked it "I-A". Seventeen or 17.7 per 

cent dealt individually and 21 or 21.6 per cent checked it "II-A•. 

Five or 5.2 per cent indicated both levels, so that 69 or 71.7 per 

cent of the pastors in this area were ready to make this a pastoral 

responsibility. Five or 5.2 per cent gave it limited ethical impli

cations and 7 or 7.3 per cent checked it 1 III-A1 • One or 1 per cent 

made it an entirely personal matter and 7 or 7.3 per cent checked it 

•rv-A•. Another 7 or 7.3 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 6 or 33 per cent took public notice and 

another 2 or 11 per cent checked it "I-A". Three or 16.5 per cent 

indicated both levels, so that 15 or 82.5 per cent of the East Coast 

pastors made this a matter of official concern. Two or 11 per cent 

checked it •III-A" and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked it "IV-A". 

On the West Coast 1 or 6 per cent took public notice and 4 or 

25 per cent dealt individually, with 2 or 12 per cent checking it 

•II-A" and 2 or 12 per cent indicating both levels. That meant that 

9 or 55 per cent of the West Coast pastors were ready to make this 

something of t~eir official responsibility. One or 16 per cent 

thought it had limited ethical implications, and 2 or 12 per cent 

checked it 1 III-A1 • One or 6 per cent regarded it as entirely 

personal and 3 or 18.1 per cent checked it •rv-A•. 
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Government 

The first issue probed under the category of •government• was 

•patriotism :t.llll uncriticallY defends the thesis '~ country, right 

.Q!. wrong' •. Of this matter 87 or 52.3 per cent of the total respons_es 

had taken public notice, with another 20 or 12 per cent checking 

1 I-A1 • Ten or 6 per cent had dealt with it individually and another 

10 or 6 per cent checked it 1 II-A1 • Eleven of 6.6 per cent indicated 

both levels, so that a total of 138 or 83.2 per cent of the responses 

regarded it as a matter of pastoral responsibility. Four or 2.4 per 

cent checked it •III-A•. Three or 1.8 per cent had checked it "IV~A•, 

and 10 or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 48 or 49.9 per cent took public 

aotice and another 12 or 12.5 per cent checked it 1 I-A1 • Six of 6.2 

per cent dealt individually and 10 or 10.4 per cent checked it 1 II-A•. 

Five or 5.2 per cent indicated both levels, so that a total of 81 or 

84.2 per cent of the pastors in this group considered this item a 

matter of pastoral responsibility. One or 1 per cent gave it only 

limited ethical implications, but 5 or 5.2 per cent checked it 

•III-A•. Two or 2.1 per cent checked it •IV-A• and 7 or 7.3 per cent 

omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 10 or 55 per cent had taken public notice and 

1 or 5.5 per cent checked it •I-A•. Another 2 or 11 per cent had 

dealt individually and 3 or 16.5 per cent indicated both levels, 

making a total of 16 or 88 per cent of the East Coast pastors placing 
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this item in the area of official concern. One or 5.5 per cent had 

checked it 1 III-A1 and 1 or 5.5 per cent omitted the item. 

On the West Coast 8 or 50 per cent had taken public notice, 

another 2 or 12 per cent had checked •I-A•. One or 6 per cent indi

cated both levels, making a total of 11 or 68 per cent of the pastors 

in this region made it a matter of pastoral responsibility. Three or 

18.1 per cent thought it had only limited ethical implications and 

another 2 or 12 per cent checked it •III-A•. 

The second item in this category directed their attention to 

•rnaintainins ~strong sense Q! honesty ~responsibility 1n ~ 

0avment Qt taxes•. Here 113 or 67.8 per cent of all responses took 

public notice, with 13 or 7.8 per cent checking "I-A•. Another 7 or 

4.2 per cent had dealt individually and 6 or 3.6 per cent checked 

•n-A•. Twenty-one or 12.6 per cent indicated b.oth levels, making a 

total of 160 or 96 per cent of all pastors responding giving this 

matter an official responsibility. One or .6 per cent gave it 

limited ethical implications, and 2 or 12' er cent checked "III-A•. 

None considered it entirely a perso~l matter. Four or 2.4 per cent 

omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 67 or 69.7 per cent took public 

notice, and 9 or 9.4 per cent checked it •I-A•. Five or 5.2 per cent 

dealt individually and 3 or 3.1 per cent checked "II-A•. Another 8 

or 8.7 per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 92 or 95.7 per 

cent of the pastors in this area regarding this as an official 

responsibility. One or 1 per cent gave it limited ethical 
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implications and 1 or 1 per cent checked it "III-A". rrone thought 

it entirely personal and 2 or 2.1 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 9 or 50 per cent took: public notice. One or 

5.5 per cent checked "I-A•. Six or 33 per cent indicated both leve~, 

which meant that all East Coast pastors responding had placed this 

item in the realm of their pastoral responsibility. 

On the West Coast 9 or 56 per cent had taken public notice. 

Three or 18.1 per cent checked it •I-A". One or 6 per cent dealt 

individually and 2 or 12 per cent indicated both levels. Fifteen or 

92.1 per cent of the West Coast pastors regarded this a matter of 

official concern. The remaining 1 or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

The third item in this category referred to •communities passing 

hu, forbiddiM baseball QA Sunday, 52!: similar '~' ~·. Here 55 

or 33·7 per cent of all pastors responding had taken public notice. 

Another 21 or 12.6 per cent cheeked it •I-A". Eleven or 6:6 per 

cent had dealt individually and 3 or 1.8 per cent checked it "II-A1 • 

Six or 3.6 per cent indicated both levels, which means that 97 or 

58.3 per cent of all pastors regarded this as a pastoral responsibi

lity. Ten or 6 per cent thought it had only limited ethical impli

cations, and 27 or 16.2 per cent checked it "III-A•. Eleven or 6.6 

per cent regarded it as an entirely personal matter and 13 or 7.8 

per cent checked it •rv-A•. Nine or 5.4 per cent omittea the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 36 or 37 per cent took: public 

notice and another 10 or 10.4 per cent checked it •I-A•. Seven or 

7.3 per cent dealt individually and 3 or 3.1 per cent checked it 

•II-A•. One or 1 per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 57 
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or 59.2 per cent of the pastors in this area regarding this as some

thing for their official concern. Five or 5.2 per cent thought it 

had limited ethical implications and 13. 13.5 per cent checked it 

1 III-A1 • Seven or 7.3 per cent considered it an entirely personal 

matter and 8 or 8.3 per cent checked it 1 IV-A1 • Six or 6.2 per cent 

omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 4 or 22 per cent had taken public notice, with 

2 or 11 per cent checking it •I-A•. One or 5.5 per cent dealt indi

vidually and 3 or 16.5 per cent indicated both levels. Ten or 55 per 

cent of these pas·tors, then, regarded this as a matter of pastoral 

responsibility. Three of 16.5 per cent gave· it limited ethical impli

cations and 4 or 22 per cent checked it •III-A•. The remaining 1 or 

5.5 per cent checked i t •IV-A•. 

On the West Coast 6 or 37 per cent had taken public notice and 

1 or 6 per cent checked •I-A•. This made a total of 7 or 43 per cent 

of the West Coast pastors who made this a matter of pastoral concern. 

One or 6 per cent gave it limited ethical implications and 5 or 31 

per cent checked it 1 III-A1 • One or 6 per cent thought it an 

entirely personal matter and 2 or 12 per cent omitted the item. 

The fourth item read "the government doing many things 1h!t 

xould ~~easilY~ performed~ private enterprise•. Concerning 

this 27 or 16.2 per cent of the total r esponses had taken public 

notice and 6 or 3.6 per cent checked it •I-A•. Twelve or 7.2 per 

cent dealt individually and 4 or 2.4 per cent checked it •II-A•. 

Four or 2.4 per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 53 or 

31.8 per cent of the pastors responding making this an official 
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concern. Sixteen or 9.6 per cent gave it limited ethical implica

tions and 31 or 18.6 per cent checked it "III-A". Seventeen or 10.2 

per cent regarded it an entirely personal matter and 45 or 27.1 per 

cent checked it •IV-A•. Five or 3 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 14 or 14.5 per cent took public 

notice and 3 or 3.1 per cent checked •I-A". Six of 6.2 per cent 

dealt individually and 3 or 3.1 per cent checked it "II-A". Two or 

2.1 per cent indicated both levels, so that in this area a total of 

28 or 29 per cent of the pastors responding regarded this as a matter 

of pastoral responsibility. Seven or 7.3 per cent gave it limited 

ethical implications and 18 or 18.7 per cent checked it 1 III-A~. 

Thirteen or 13.5 per cent made it entirely personal and 28 or 29.1 

per cent checked it •rv-A•. Two or 2.1 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 2 or 11 per cent took public notice and 3 or 

16.5 per cent dealt individually, making a total of 5 or 27.5 per 

cent of the East Coast pastors regarding this as a paatoral respon

sibility. Three or 16.5 per cent gave it limited ethical implica

tions and 4 or 22 per cent checked 1 III-A1 • Four or 22 per cent 

also checked it 1 IV-A1 and 2 or 11 per cent omitted the item. 

On the West Coast 5 or 31 per cent had taken public notice and 

that, also, was the total number of West Coast pastors making it an 

official responsibility. Two or 12 per cent thought it had limited 

ethical implications and 2 or 12 per cent checked it "III-A•. One 

or 6 per cent made it an entirely personal matter and 5 or 31 per 

cent checked it •rv-A•. One or 6 per. cent omitted the itam. 
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The fifth statement in this category concerned ·~ government 

a&su.ming w ma1or responsibilities !2!:.lli poor, ~ lli.!£., ~m

tallY ~physically handicapped•. Regarding this 80 or 48.1 per 

cent had taken public notice, and 20 or 12 per cent checked it "I-A•. 

Thirteen or 7.8 per cent had dealt individually and 4 or 2.4 per cent 

checked it "II-A". Another 8 or 4.8 per cent indicated both levels, 

for a total of 125 or 75.1 per cent of all pastors responding placing 

this matter in the realm of official responsibility. Four or 2.4 per 

cent thought it had limited ethical implications and 19 or 11.4 per 

cent checked it "III-A". Five or 3 per cent made it a strictly per

sonal matter and 7 or 4.2 per cent checked it "IV-A". Another 7 or 

4.2 per cent omitted the item. 

In the .Missouri Synod Heartland 42 or 43.7 per cent of the 

pastors had taken public notice, and 10 or 10.4 per cent checked . 

"I-A1 • Seven or 7.3 per cent dealt individually and 2 or 2.1 per cent 

checked "II-A". Three or 3.1 per cent indicated both levels, making 

a total of 64 or 66.6 per cent of the pastors in this area checking 

this out as their official concern. Five or 5.2 per capt gave it 

limited ethical implications and 14 or 14.5 per cent checked •III-A". 

Four or 4.2 per cent regarded it as entirely personal and 5 or 5.2 

per cent checked •rv-A•. Four or ~.2 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 7 or 38.5 per cent took public notice and 4 or 

22 per cent checked 1 I-A". One or 5.5 per cent dealt individually, 

2 or 11 per cent indicated both levels, so that 14 or f7 per cent 

considered it a pastoral responsibility. One or 5.5 per cent gave it 
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only limited ethical implications and 2 or 11 per cent checked it 

"III-A". One or 5.5 per cent omitted the item. 

On the West Coast 9 or 56 per cent took public notice, 1 or 6 per 

cent dealt individually, 1 or 6 per cent checked "II-A•, and 1 or 

6 per cent indicated both levels, making a total of 13 or 80 per cent 

of the West Coast pastors who thought this a matter of official respon

sibility. Two or 12 per cent checked "III_.A•, and 1 or 6 per cent 

omitted the item. 

The sixth or final item in this category referred to ·~govern

~ assuming w responsibility f.!2!:. the welfare £!.~child". On 

this matter 66 or 39.7 per cent of all pastors responding took public 

notice, and 24 or 14.4 per cent checked "I-A1 • Fourteen or 8.4 per 

cent dealt individually and 13 or 7.8 per cent checked •II-A•. Eleven 

or 6.6 per cent indicated both levels, making a total of 128 or 76.9 

per cent of all responses considering this item as something for 

official concern. Seven or 4.2 per cent gave it limited ethical 

implications and 17 or 10.2 per cent checked it "III-A•. One or .6 

per cent thought it entirely personal and 4 or 2.4 per cent checked 

it 11 IV-A1 • Ten or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 40 or 41.6 per cent took public 

notice and 12 or 12.5 per cent checked 11 I-A1 • Eight or 8.3 per cent 

dealt individually and 6 or 6.2 per cent checked 1 II-A1 • Seven or 

7.3 per cent indicated both levels, so that a total of 73 or 75.9 

per cent of the pastors in this area made this a matter of pastoral 

responsibility. Three or 3.1 per cent thought it had limited ethical 
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implications and 9 or 9.4 per cent checked •rrr-A•. Two or 2.1 per 

cent checked "IV-A1 and 9 or 9·4 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 3 or 16.5 per cent took public notice and 5 

or 27.5 per cent checked "I-A". Two or 11 per cent dealt indivi

dually and another 2 or 11 per cent checked "II-A". Three or 16.5 

per cent indicated both levels, making a total of 15 or 81.5 per 

cent of the pastors in this region regarding this item as an offi

cial respbnsibility. One or 5.5 per cent thought it had limited 

ethical llnplications and 2 or 11 per cent checked "IIJ-A•. None 

thought it an entirely personal affair. 

On the West Coast 8 or 50 per cent took public notice and 1 or 

6 per cent checked "I-A•. Two or 12 per cent dealt individually and 

another 2 or 12 per cent checked 1 II-A1 , for a total of 13 or 80 

per cent of the pastors on the West Coa$t consideriag t his a matter 

of official responsibility. Two or 12 per cent checked it 1 III-A1 

and one or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

Juvenile Delinquency ~ Crime 

The first item in this category took up the matter of "deciding 

whether ~roots Qt juvenile delinquency~ physical, mental, 

emotional~ spiritual•. Concerning this 85 or 51.1 per cent of the 

pastors responding had taken public notice and 16 or 9.6 per cent 

checked •I-A". Eighteen or 10.8 per cent dealt individually and 15 

or 9.0 per cent checked 1 II-A1 • Another 16 or 9.6 per cent indica

ted both levels, for a total of 150 or 90.1 per cent of all responses 

placing this item in the area of pastoral responsibility. One or .6 
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per cent gave it limited ethical implications and 4 or 2.4 per cent 

checked "III-A•. Another 4 or 2.4 per cent checked it 1 IV-A1 • Nine 

or 5·4 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 46 or 47.8 per cent took public 

notice and 10 or 10.4 per cent checked 1 I-A•. Thirteen or 13.5 per 

cent dealt individually and another 10 or 10.4 per cent checked 

1 II-A1 • Nine or 9.4 per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 

88 or 91.5 per cent placing this in the area of official responsi

bility. One or 1 per cent checked it 1 III-A" and 2 or 2.1 per cent 

checked it •IV-A•, while 5 or 5.2 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 11 or 60.5 per cent had taken public notice 

and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked it "I-A•. One or 5.5 per cent dealt 

individually and another 1 or 5.5 per cent checked it "II-A•. Three 

or 16.5 per cent indicated both levels, making a total of 17 or 93.5 

per cent putting this in the area of pastoral responsibility. The 

remaining response checked it •IV-A•. 

On the West Coast 7 or 43.1 per cent took public notice. Two 

or 12 per cent dealt individually and another 2 or 12 per cent 

checked it 1 II-A1 • Two or 12 per cent indicated both levels, so 

that 13 or 79.1 per cent of the West Coast paators placed this matter 

in the area of official responsibility. One or 6 per cent thought it 

had ltmited ethical implications and 1 or 6 per cent checked "III-A". 

None thought it entirely personal. The remaining response omitted 

the item. 

The second item in this category read •helping children~~ 

placed in, 1W!. ~ iails ~adult law breakers•. Here 10 or 6 per 



82 

cent of the total responses had taken public notice, while 30 or 18 

per cent checked it 1 I-A•. Twenty-four or 14.4 per cent had dealt 

individually and 19 or 11.4 per cent checked it •II-A•. Four or 2.4 

per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 87 or 52.2 per cent 

of all responses placing this under pastoral responsibility. Eleven 

or 6.p ~er cent thought it had limited ethical implications and 49 

or 29.5 per cent checked it •III-A•. Nine or 5.4 per cent checked 

it 1 IV-A1 • Twelve or 7.2 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 6 or 6.2 per cent took public 

notice and 12 or 12.5 per cent checked it 1 I-A1 • Fourteen or 14.5 

per cent dealt individually and 11 or 11.4 per cent checked it "II-A•. 

Two or 2.1 per cent indicated both levels, making a total of 43 or 

46.7 per cent of the pastors in this region regarding this as an 

official responsibility. Seven or 7.3 per cent gave it only limited 

ethical implications and 30 or 31.2 per cent checked it •III-A1 • 

Seven or 7•3 per cent checked it 1 IV-A1 • Seven or 7.3 per cent 

omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 1 or 5.5 per cent had taken public notice and 

4 or 22 per cent checked "I-A1 • Three of 16.5 per cent had dealt 

individually, 2 or 11 per cent checked "II-A1 , and 1 or 5.5 per 

cent indicated both levels. On the East Coast therefore 11 or 60.5 

per cent made this a matter of pastoral responsibility. One or 5.5 

per cent thought it had limited ethical implications and 4 or 22 per 

cent checked it 1 III-A1 • None thought it entirely personal. Two or 

11 per cent omitted the item. : 
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On the West Coast 1 or 6 per cent took public notice and 5 or 

31 per cent checked 1 I-A1 • One or 6 per cent dealt individually and 

2 or 12 per cent checked 1 II-A1 • One or 6 per cent indicated both 

levels, for a total of 10 or 61 per cent of the West Coast pastors 

placing this in the area of official concern. One or 6 per cent gave 

it limited ethical implications and 4 or 25 per cent checked it 

•III-A•. None made it a strictly personal matter. The remaining 

response omitted the item. 

The third item in this category referred to "theft ~embezzle

~~ white collar workers, trust officers and others ig executive 

positions•· Sixty-three or 37.9 per cent of all responses took public 

notice and 29 or 17.4 per cent checked it "I-A•. Eleven or 6.6 per 

cent dealt individually and 29 or 17.4 per cent checked it 1 II-A1 • 

Four or 2.4 per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 136 or 

81.7 per cent of all responses placing this into the area of official 

responsibility. Four or 2.4 per cent gave it limited ethical impli

cations and 11 or 6.6 per cent checked 1 III-A1 • Three or 1.8 per cent 

regarded it as a strictly personal concern. Fourteen or 8.4 per cent 

omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 38 or 39.5 per cent took public 

notice and 15 or 15.6 per cent checked •I-A". Six or ~.2 per cent 

dealt individually and 17 or 17.5 per cent checked "II-A". Another 

2 or 2.1 per cent indicated both levels, so that 78 or 81.1 per cent 

of the pastors in this area made this a pastoral responsibility. Two 

or 2.1 per cent gave it limited ethical implications and 3 or 3.2 per 
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cent checked "III-A". Two or 2.1 per cent checked 11 IV-A". Eleven 

or 11.4 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 6 or 33 per cent took public notice and 3 or 

16.5 per cent checked it "I-A". Two or ll per cent dealt individu

ally, 3 or 16.5 per cent checked "II-A", and lor 5.5 per cent indi

cated both levels. A total of 51 or 82.5 per cent of the pastors in 

this area made this a matter of their official concern. Three or 16.5 

per cent checked "III-A". None thought it entirely personal. 

On the West Coast 5 or 31 per cent took public notice and 4 or 

35 per cent checked "I-A". One or 6 per cent dealt individually, 3 

or 18.1 per cent checked "II-A", making a total of 13 or 80.1 per 

cent of the pastors marking this an official responsibility. One or 

6 per cent thought it had limited ethical implications and l or 6 

per cent checked it "III-A•. One or l per cent checked it "IV-A". 

The fourth item in this category turned attention to •racket

eers investing huge amounts 21:.. money, lli income Qf. their illicit 

yentures, in legitimate business enterprises". Twenty-one or 12.6 

per cent of all responses took public notice and 36 or 21.7 per cent 

checked it "I-A". Three or 1.8 per cent dealt individually and 18 or 

10.8 per cent checked it "II-A", for a total of 78 or 46.9 per cent 

of all responses placing this in the area of pastoral responsibility. 

Eighteen or 10.8 per cent thought it had only limited ethical impli

cations and 39 or 23.5 per cent checked it "III-A". Three or 1.8 per 

cent made it a strictly personal matter, and 14 or 8.4 per cent 

checked it "IV-A". Seventeen or 10.2 omitted the item. 
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In the Missouri Synod Heartland 14 or 14.5 per cent had taken 

public notice and 17 or 17.7 per cent checked it "I-A•. Two or 2.1 

per cent had dealt individually and 8 or 8.3 per cent checked it 

"II-A1 , for a total of 41 or 42.6 per cent of the pastors in this 

area regarding this as a matter of pastoral responsibility. Nine or 

9.4 per cent gave it limited ethical implications and 21 or 21.8 per 

cent checked it 1 III-A1 • Three or 3.1 per cent made it a strictly 

personal matter and 9 or 9.4 per cent checked it "IV-A•. Thirteen or 

13.5 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 1 or 5.5 per cent had taken public notice, and 

another 5 or 27.5 per cent checked 'it "I-A". One or 5.5 per cent had 

dealt individually and 3 or 16.5 per cent checked it "II-A", making a 

total of 10 or 55 per cent of the pastors in this area regarding this 

as something for official concern. One or 5.5 per cent gave it 

limited ethical implications and 3 or 16.5 per cent checked it 

"III-A"·· Two or 11 per cent checked it "IV-A". Two or 11 per cent 

omitted the item. 

On the West Coast 3 or 18.1 per cent had taken public notice 

and 3 or 18.1 per cent checked it 11 I-A11 • Another 4 or 25 per cent 

checked it 11 II-A11 , for a total of 10 or 61.2 per cent of the West 

Coast pastors regarding this a matter of their official res ponsi

bility. Three or 18.1 per cent thought it had limited ethical 

implications and 2 or 12 per cent che~ked it 1 III-A11 • The remaining 

response checked it "IV-A". 

The fifth and final choice for this category brought up matters 

of "gangsters demanding~~· to'protect' the jobs ~merchandise 
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Q!. peoole who ~ iQ. obey ~ ]£!" • Of this 27 or 16.2 per cent of 

the toal responses had taken public notice and 54 or 32.5 per cent 

checked it "I-A". Three or 1.8 per cent dealt individually and 19 

or 11.4 per cent checked it "II-A". Three or 1.8 per cent indicated 

both levels, making a total of 106 or 63.7 per cent of all responses 

placing this matter in the area of pastoral responsibility. Six or 

3.6 per cent gave it only limited ethical implications in relation 

to the ministry and 30 or 18 per cent checked it "III-A". One or 

.6 per cent regarded it as a purely personal concern and 3 or 1.8 

per cent checked it "IV-A". Twenty or 12 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 14 or 14.6 per cent t ook public 

notice, while 25 or 26 per cent checked it "I-A". Two or 2.1 per 

cent dealt individually, 12 or 12.5 per cent checked "II-A", and 2 

or 2.1 per cent indicated both areas. A total of 55 or 57.3 per cent 

of the pastors in this region thought this to be a pastoral responsi

bility of theirs. Three or 2.1 per cent gave it limited ethical 

implications and 18 or 18 .7 per cent checked it "III-A". One or 

1 per cent made it purely personal and another 1 or 1 per cent checked 

it "IV-A". Eighteen or 18.7 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 2 or 11 per cent had taken public notice, 

while 8 or 44 per cent checked it "I-A". Another 2 or 11 per cent 

checked it "II-A", for a total of 12 or 66 per cent of the pastors 

here considereing this a matter of their official concern. Five or 

27.5 per cent checked it "III-A". The remaining response omitted 

the item. 
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On the West Coast 4 or 25 per cent took public notice and 

another 7 or 43.1 per cent checked it 1 I-A1 • Another 2 or 12 per 

cent checked it "II-A•, making a total of 13 or 80.1 per cent of the 

West Coast pastors regarding this as something demanding pastoral 

responsibility. One or 6 per cent gave it limited ethical implica

tions, another 1 or 6 per cent checked it •III-A•, and the remaining 

response omitted the item. 

Political ActivitY 

The first of three items in this category presented the issue of 

"whether ~ mgmber £t your congregation should ~for political 

offic§'• Forty-four or 26.5 per cent of all responses haa taken pub

lic notice of this and 5 or 3 per cent checked it •I-A•. Twenty-four 

or 14.4 per cent had dealt with it individually and 34 or 20.4 per 

cent checked it •II-A". Another 21 or 12.6 per cent indicated both 

levels, giving a total of 128 or 76.9 per cent of all responses 

making this a pastoral responsibility. Three or 1.8 per cent gave 

it limited ethical implications in relation to the ministry and 5 or 

3 per cent checked it 1 III-A1 • Seven or 4.2 per cent thought it 

entirely a personal matter, and 13 or 7.8 per cent checked it •rv-A•. 

Eight or 4.8 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 38 or 39.5 per cent took public 

notice and another 3 or 3.1 per cent checked it •r-A•. Nine or 9.4 

per cent dealt with it individually and 20 or 20.8 per cent checked 

it 1 II-A•. Ten or 10.4 per cent indicated both levels, making a 

total of 80 or 83.2 per cent of the pastors in this area regarding 
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this as a matter of official concern. Three or 3.1 per cent gave it 

limited ethical implications, and 4 or 4.2 per cent checked it nrii-A". 

Four or 4.2 per cent regarded it as a strictly personal matter and 5 

or 5.2 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 4 or 22 per cent took public notice and 2 or 

11 per cent checked it "I-A•. Two or 11 per cent had dealt with it 

individually and 4 or 22 per cent checked it 1 II-A11 • Another 2 or 

11 per cent indicated both levels, so that 14 or 77 per cent of the 

East Coast pastors regarded this as a part of their pastoral respon

sibility. One or 5.5 per cent made it a strictly personal matter and 

2 or 11 per cent checked it "IV-A•. The remaining response omitted 

the item. 

On the West Coast none took public notice, but 6 or 37 per cent 

dealt with it privately and 2 or 12 per cent checked •ri-A•. Four or 

25 per cent indicated both levels, making a total of 12 or 74 per 

cent checking this out as an official responsibility. One or 6 per 

cent checked 1 III-A" and 3 or 18.1 per cent checked •IV-A". 

The second item in this category referred to •truthfulness ~ ~ 

essential ingredient~~ political cgmpaign•. Here 85 or 51.1 per 

cent of all responses had taken public notice and 19 or 11.4 per cent 

checked it 1 l-A1 • Four or 2.4 per cent had dealt privately and 11 or 

6.6 per cent checked it "II-A". Another 7 or 4.2 per cent indicated 

both levels., for a total of 126 or 79.9 per cent considereing this a 

part of their pastoral responsibili.ty •· Five or 3 per cent thought 

it had only limited ethical implications and 16 or 9 .6 per cent · 

checked it "III-A". One or .6 'per cent made this a purely personal 

http:responsibili.ty
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matter and 6 or 3.6 per cent checked it "IV-A". Seven or 4.2 per 

cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 46 or 47.8 per cent had taken 

public notice and another 14 or 14.6 per cent checked it "I-A". 

Eight ·or 8.3 per cent dealt individually and 7 or 7.3 per cent 

checked it "II-A". Two or 2.1 per cent indicated both levels, making 

a total of 77 or 1 80.1 per cent of the pastors in this region ready 

to acknowledge this item as their official responsibility. Three or 

3.1 per cent gave it limited ethical implications in relation to 

their office and 8 or 8.3 per cent checked it "III-A". One or 1 per 

cent made it a strictly personal matter. Seven or 7.3 per cent 

omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 10 or 55 per cent took public notice and 2 or 

11 per cent checked it "I-A1 • Another 1 or 5.5 per cent dealt . indi

iiD~ally and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked it "II-A•. Two or 11 per cent 

indicated both levels, so that 16 or 88 per cent of these pastors 

made this their pastoral responsibility. One or 5.5 per cent gave it 

limited ethical implications and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked it "III-A•. 
I 

One thought it purely personal. 

On the West Coast 10 or 62 per cent took public notice and 1 or 

6 per cent checked "I-A". Two or 12 per cent dealt individually and 

another 1 or ·6 per cent checked •II-A", making a total of 14 or 86 

per cent of the West Coast pastors recognizing this as a part of 

their official responsibility. One or 6 per cent regarded it as 

having limited ethical implications and 1 or 6 per cent checked it 
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The third and final item in this category read •judging politi

al. decisions Primarily Qn the basis .Qf. party loyalty•. Here 37 or 

22.3 per cent of all responses took public notice and 11 or 6.6 per 

ce~t checked "I-A•. Another 15 or 9 per cent dealt individually and 

5 or 3 per cent checked •II-A". Five or 3 per cent indicated both 

levels, for a total of 73 or 43.6 per cent of all responses putting 

this itam in the area of pastoral responsibility. Fourteen or 8.4 

per cent gave it limited ethical implications and 28 or 16.8 per cent 

checked it 1 III-A1 • Fourteen or 8.4 per cent made it a strictly per

sonal matter and 38 or 22.9 per cent checked it "IV-A". Ten or 6 

per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 22 or 22.9 per cent had taken 

public . notice and another 5 or 5.2 per cent checked it "I-A•. Eight 

or 8.3 per cent dealt individually, 3 or 3.1 per cent checked it 

"II-A", and 1 or 1 per cent indicated both levels. The total in this 

region, then, was 39 or 40.5 per cent of the pastors assuming pastoral 

responsibility. Nine or 9.4 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 4 or 22 per cent took public notice and 1 or 

5.5 per cent checked 1 I-A1 • Two or 11 per cent dealt individually and 

3 or 16.5 per cent indicated both levels. A total of 10 or 55 per 

cent of these pastors were ready to accept this as an official 

responsibility. Two or 11 per cent checked 1 III-A1 • Four or 22 per 

cent made it strictly personal and 2 or 11 per cent checked "IV-A•. 

On the West Coast 3 or 18.1 per cent took public notice and 1 or 

6 per cent checked 1 I-A1 • One or 6 per cent dealt individually, 1 or 

6 per cent checked "II-A1 , and 1 or 6 per cent indicated both levels. 
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Seven or 42.1 per cent of these pastors were willing to make this 

their pastoral concern. Two or 12 per cent gave it only limited 

ethical implications and 3 or 18 per cent checked "III-A". One or 

6 per cent thought it to be a purely personal concern and 2 or 12 

per cent checked it •rv-A•. One or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

Social Classes 

In this category the first item concerned itself with "discontent 

~fostered~~ advertising media~ claim~ attention•. 

Fifty-three or 31.9 per cent of all responses had taken public notice 

of this and 25 or 15 per cent checked it "I-A•. Three of 1.8 per 

cent dealt individually and 7 or 4.2 per cent checked it "II-A"• 

Another 7 or 4.2 per cent indicated both levels. Ninety-five or 

57.1 per cent of all responses put this into the area of pastoral 

responsibility. Ten or 6 per cent gave it limited ethical implica

tions and 21 or 12.6 per cent checked it "II: -A•. Six or 3.6 per 

cent made it a strictly personal matter and 16 or 9.6 per cent checked 

it 1 IV-A•. Nineteen or 11.4 per cent omitted the item. 

!n the Missouri Synod Heartland 31 or 32.2 per cent took public 

notice and 12 or 12.5 per cent checked it 1 I-A1 • One or 1 per cent 

had dealt with it individually and 5 or 5.2 per cent checked 1 II-A1 • 

Two or 2.1 per cent indicated both levels. Fifty-one or 53 per cent 

of the men in this area made this a matter of official concern. Five 

or 5.2 per cent thought it had only limited ethical implications and 

17 or 17.7 per cent checked it "III-A". Four or 4.2 per cent placed 
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it in the purely personal bracket and 9 or 9.4 per cent checked it 

"IV-A•. Ten or 10.4 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 10 or 55 per cent took public notice with 2 

or 11 per cent checking •r-A•, for a total of 12 or 66 per cent of 

the men in this area recognizing this as a pastoral responsibility. 

Two or 11 per cent gave it only limited ethical implications and 1 

or 5.5 per cent checked it •rrr-A•. Two or 11 per cent cheeked it 

•rv-A• and 1 or 5.5 per cent omitted the item. 

On the West Coast 4 or 25 per cent took public notice and 3 or 

18.1 per cent checked it "I-A•. Another 1 or 6 per cent indicated 

both levels, making a total of 8 or 50 per cent of the West Coast 

pastors willing to assume official responsibility. One or 6 per cent 

felt it had limited ethical implications and 1 or 6 per cent checked 

it •rrr-A•. Two or 12 per cent thought it to be a purely personal 

matter and 3 or 18.1 per cent checked it •IV-A". One or 6 per cent 

omitted the item. 

The second item in this category considered "letting one's spend

ing~ controlled Qz what friends ~ neighbors ~ buying." Sixty

nine or 41.5 per cent of all responses had taken notice publicly of 

this, and 11 or 6.6 per cent checked it "I-A". Fifteen or 9 per cent 

dealt individually and 11 or 6.6 per cent checked it 1 II-A". Another 

18 or 10.8 per cent indicated both levels. A total of 124 or 74.5 

per cent of all responses made this a matter of official concern. 

Nine or 5.4 per cent took it to have limited ethical implications 

and 13 or 7.8 per cent checked it "III-A•. Three or 1.8 per cent 
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regarded it as a striictly personal matter and 11 or 6.6 per cent 

checked it •rv-A•. Four or 2.4 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 42 or 43.7 per cent took public 

notice and 7 or 7.3 per cent checked it "I-A•. Ten or 10.4 per cent 

dealt individually and f or 6.2 per cent checked it "II-A•. Nine 

or 9.4 per cent indicated both levels. Seventy-four or 76.4 per 

cent of the pastors in this area made this their pastoral respon

sibility. Five or 5.4 per cent thought it had only limited ethical 

impiications and 7 or 7.3 per cent checked it "III-A". One or 1 per 

cent made it a purely personal matter and 5 or 5.2 per cent checked 

it "IV-A•. Four or 4.2 per cent amitted the item. 

On the East Coast 8 or 44 per cent took public notice, with 2 

or 11 per cent checking "I-A•. One or 5.5 per cent dealt indivi

dually and 3 or 16.5 per cent indicated both levels. Fourteen or 77 

, per cent of the East Coast pastors considered this to be a matter 

of pastoral concern. Two or 11 per cent checked it •III-A". One 

or 5.5 per cent held it a strictly personal matter and 1 or 5.5 per 

cent checked it •.IV-A•. 

On the we·st Coast 4 or 25 per cent took public notice, 1 or 6 

per cent dealt individually, 1 or 6 per cent checked it 1 II~A•, and 

3 or 18.1 per cent indicated both levels. On the West Coast, then, 

9 or 55.1 per cent of the pastors took this matter as part of their 

official concern. Two or 12 per cent gave it limited ethical impli

cations and 1 or' 6 per cent checked it 11 III-A". One or 6 per cent 

thought it purely personal and 2 or 12 per cent ch·ecked it "IV -A 11 • 
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The third item in this category invited pastors to ponder upon 

•privileges sought ~ received l2z. those ~~boast .Qf. 'belonging 

t.Q. ~~ families' l2z. virtue of birth Q!:. marriage". Concerning 

this 46 or 27.7 per cent of all responses indicated public notice, 

while 20 or 12 per cent checked it "I-A". Thirteen or 7.8 per cent 

dealt individually and 19 or 11.4 per cent checked "II-A". Another 8 

or 4.8 per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 106 or 63.7 

per cent of all reaponses making this a pastoral responsibility. 

Seven or 4.2 per cent gave it limited ethical implications and 30 

or 18 per cent checked it "III-A•. Two or 1.2 per cent regarded it 

a strictly personal matter, and 10 or 6 per cent checked it "IV-A". 

Twelve or 7.2 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 25 or 26 per cent took public 

notice and 8 or 8.3 per cent checked it 11 I-A". Seven or 7.3 per cent 

dealt individually and 13 or 13.5 per cent checked "II-A". Six or 

6.2 per cent gave it limited ethical implications and 19 or 19.8 per 

cent checked it "III-A". Six or 6.2 per cent checked it •IV-A". 

Eight or 8.3 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 4 or 22 per cent took public notice and 

another 4 or 22 per cent checked it "I-A". Three or 16.5 per cent 

dealt individually, l ' or 5.5 per cent checked "II-A", and 2 or 11 per 

cent indicated both levels, so that 14 or 77 per cent of the East 

Coast pastors were ready to make this a pastoral responsibility. 

Three or 16.5 per cent checked it "III-A• and 1 or 5.5 per cent 

thought it purely personal. There were no omdssions. 
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On the West Coast 7 or 43.1 per cent had taken public notice and 

another 3 or 18.1 per cent checked it "I-A". Another 1 or 6 per cent 

checked it 1 II-A1 , making a total of 11 or 67.2 per cent of these 

pastors acknowledging it as an official concern. One or 6 per cent 

considered it as having limited ethical implications and 2 or 12 per 

cent checked it "III-A". None regarded it as entirely personal. Two 

or 12 per cent omitted the item. 

The fourth item in this category referred to "special privi

leges, accorded to and received~ those~ greater wealth,~ 

being their~"· Here, too, 46 or 27.7 per cent had taken public 

notice with 25 or 15 per cent checking "I-A". Another 12 or 7.2 per 

cent dealt individually and 16 or 9.6 per cent checked it "II-A'• 

Eleven or 6.6 per cent indicated both levels. One hundred and ten 

or 66.1 per cent of all responses made this a matter of pastoral 

responsibility. Seven or 4.2 per cent thought it had limited ethi

cal implications in relation to their office and 27 or 16.2 per cent 

checked it "III-A•. Four or 2.4 per cent made it a strictly personal 

matter and 6 or 3.6 per cent checked it •rv-A•. Thirteen or 7.8 per 

cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 27 or 28.1 per cent took public 

notice and 14 or 14.6 per cent checked it "I-A". Five or 5.2 per cent 

dealt individually and 11 or 11.4 per cent checked "II-A". Three or 

3.1 per cent indicated both levels. Sixty or 62.4 per cent of these 

pastors made this matter as official responsibility pf theirs. 

Three of 3.1 per cent regarded it as having limited ethical 
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tmplications and 19 or 19.8 per cent checked it •III-A•. Three or 

3.1 per cent made it a strictly personal affair and l or l per cent 

checked it •rv-A•. Ten or 10.4 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 5 or 27,5 per cent too~ public notice and 

another 3 or 16.5 .per cent checked •I-A•. Two or ll per cent dealt 

individually and lor 5.5 per cent checked •II-A•. Three or 16.5 per 

cent indicated both levels, for a total of 14 or 77 per cent of these 

pastors acknowledging this to be an official concern. Another 2 or 

11 per cent regarded it as having limited ethical implications and l 

or 5.5 per cent checked •III-A". The one remaining response checked 

it "IV-A•. 

On the West Coast 4 or 25 per cent took public notice and 

another 4 or 35 per cent checked it "I-A". Three or 18.1 per cent 

dealt individually and lor 6 per cent checked it •ri-A•, so that a 

total of 12 or 75 per cent of the West Coast pastors were ready to 

regard thi~•. as a pastoral responsibility. One or 6 per cent gave it 

limited ethical implications ana~ or 12 per cent checked it •III-A". 

The one remaining response omitted the item. 

The fifth and final item in this category referred to "persons 

Qt lower economic ~ Qt £!non-white status receiving justice in 

~ cgurts•. Here 38 or 22.9 per cent checked it "I-A". Thirteen 

or 7.8 per cent dealt with it individually ana 19 or 11.4 per cent 

checked "II-A•. Another 7 or 4.2 per cent indicated both levels, 

making a total of 120 or 72.2 per cent of all respopses placing this 

item in the range of official concern. Five or 3 per cent gave it 

only limited ethical implications and 18 or 10.8 per cent checked it 
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1 Ili-A1 • Three or 1.8 per cent thought it entirely personal and 4 

or 2.4 per cent checked it 8 IV-A•. Sixteen or 9.6 per cent omitted 

the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 22 or 22.9 per cent took public 

notice and another 22 or 22.9 per cent checked it "I-A". Eight or 

8.3 per cent dealt with it individually and 10 or 10.4 per cent 

checked it "II-A1 • Four or 4.2 per cent indicated both levels, for 

a total of 66 or 68.7 per cent of these pastors willing to regard 

this as their official responsibility. Three or 3.1 per cent thought 

it had limited ethical implications and 10 or 10.4 per cent checked 

it 1 III-A1 • Two or 2.1 per cent made it a purely personal affair 

and 3 or 3.1 per cent checked it "IV-A•. Twelve or 12.5 per cent 

omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 5 or 27.5 per cent took public notice and 6 or 
I 

33 per cent checked it 1 I-A". One or 5.5 per cent dealt individually 

and 2 or 11 per cent checked it 1 II-A". Two or 11 per cent also indi

cated both levels. Sixteen or 88 per cent of these pastors made this 

a pastoral responsibility. One or 5.5 per cent gave it limited ethi

cal implications and the final response checked it "III-A". 

On the West Coast 2 or 12 per cent took public notice and another 

5 or 31 per cent checked it "I-A•. Another 2 or 12 per cent checked 

it 1 II-A" for a total of 9 or 55 per cent of these pastors willing to 

accept it as their pastoral concern. One or 6 per cent gave it 

limited ethical implications and 2 or 12 per cent checked it 1 III-A". 

One or 6 per cent thought it strictly personal and another 1 or 6 



98 

per cent checked it "IV-A•. The final 2 or 12 per cent omitted 

the item. 

In th~s major category the first item referred to •justifying ~ 

state Qf. nr. ill.h, il country which has made 1M first aggressive 

~·· Sixty-four or 38.5 per cent of all responses took public 

notice of this item and 33 or 19.8 per cent checked "I-A". An 

additional 41 or 8.4 per cent dealt with the matter individually and 

10 or 6 per cent checked it 1 II-A". Eleven or 6.6 per cent indicated 

both levels for a total of 132 or 79.3 per cent of all responses 

placing this on a level of pastoral responsibility. Eight or 4.8 

per cent regarded it as having limited ethical implications and 13 

or 7.8 per cent checked it "III-A". One or .6 per cent made it a 

strictly personal matter and 5 or 3 per cent checked it "IV-A". 

Eight or 4.8 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 30 or 31.2 per cent had taken 

public notice and 22 or 22~ per cent checked it •I-A•. Seven or 

7.3 per cent dealt individually and 6 or 6.2 per cent checked it 

"II-A•. Six or 6.2 per cent indicated both levels. A total of 71 

or 73.8 per cent of the pastors in this region made this a pastoral 

responsibility. Five or 5.2 per cent gave it limited ethical impli

cations and 10 checked it "III-A•. One or 1 per cent made it purely 

personal and 3 or 3.1 per cent checked it "IV-A". Six or 6.2 per 

cent omitted the item. 
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On the East Coast 10 or 55 per cent took public notice and 2 

or 11 per cent checked it •I-A•. Two or 11 per cent dealt with it 

individually and 1 or 5·5 per cent checked it •II-A•. Another 1 or 

5.5 per cent indicated both levels, so that 16 or 88 per cent of the 

pastors here made this their official concern. One or 5.5 per cent 

gave it limited ethical implications and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked 

"III-A". 

On the West Coast 6 or 37 per cent took public notice and 4 or 

25 per cent checked "I-A". Three or 18.1 per cent dealt with it 

individually and 2 or 12 per cent indicated both levels. Fourteen 

or 92.1 per cent made this an official responsibility. One or 6 per 

cent regarded it as having limited ethical implications and 1 or 6 

per cent checked it "III-A". None considered it entirely a personal 

matter. 

The second item in this category concerned itself with •army 

officers teaching recruits to ~~~~of their military 

training•. Concerning this 32 or 19.2 per cent of all responses had 

taken public notice and 26 or 15.6 per cent checked it •I-A". Twenty 

or 12 per cent of all responses dealt individually and 32 or 19.2 per 

cent checked it "II-A". Ten or 6 per cent indicated both levels. 

One hundred twenty or 72.2 per cent of all responses had made this a 

matter of pastoral responsibility. Five or 3 per cent regarded it as 

having limited ethical implications and 22 or 13.2 per cent checked 

it •III-A•. One or .6 per cent made it strictly a personal matter 

and 5 or 3 per cent checked •IV-A". Fourteen or 8.4 per cent omitted 

the item. 
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In the Missouri Synod Heartland 16 or 16.6 per cent took public 

notice and 13 or 13.5 per cent checked it •I-A•. Twelve or 12.5 per 

cent dealt individually and 19 or 19.8 per cent checked it "II-A•. 

Three or 3.1 per cent indicated both levels, making a total of 63 or 

65.5 per cent of these pastors regarding this an official responsibi

lity. Four or 4.2 per cent gave it limited ethical implications and 

16 or 16.6 per cent checked it "III-A•. One or 1 per cent considered 

it a purely personal matter and 2 or 2.1 per cent checked it "IV-A". 

Ten or 10.4 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 5 or 27.5 per cent took public notice and 4 

or 22 per cent checked it "I-A". Three of 16.5 per cent dealt indi

vidually and another 3 or 16.5 per cent cheeked it •II-A•. One or 

5.5 per cent indicated both levels. Sixteen or 88 per eeAt of the 

East Coast pastors made this item a matter of official concern. Two 

or 11 per cent cheeked it as "III-A•. 

On the West Coast 1 or 6 per cent took public notice and 2 or 

12 per cent checked it "I-A". Two or 12 per cent dealt individually 

and 5 or 31 per cent checked it . 1 II-A". Two or 12 per cent indicated 

both levels, making a total of 12 or 75 per cent of these pastors 

willing to consider it a pastoral responsibility. Three or 18.1 per 

cent checked it "III-A". The one remaining response omitted the item. 

The third item in this category read "understanding the function 

~~military force in capturing and controlling 'enemy' territory•. 

Eighteen or 10.8 per cent of the total ~espouses had taken public 

notice and 11 or 6.6 per cent checked •I-A". Another 11 or 6.6 per 

cent dealt individually and 9 or 5.4 per cent checked it "II-A". 
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Four or 2.4 per cent indicated both levels. Fifty-three or 31.8 per 

cent of all those responding placed this item in the area of pastoral 

responsibility. Fourteen or 8.4 per cent reg~rded it as having only 

limited ethical implications and 46 or 27.7 per cent checked it 

•III-A". Twelve or 7.2 per cent made it a strictly personal matter 

and 29 or 17.4 per cent checked it •IV-A". Thirteen or 7.8 per cent 

omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 10 or 10.4 per cent took public 

notice and 4 or 4.2 per cent checked it "I-A". Seven or 7.3 per cent 

dealt with it on an individual basis and 8 or 8.3 per cent checked 

it "II-A•. One or 1 per cent indicated both levels. Thirty or 31.2 

per cent of these pastors regarded this as a matter of official 

responsibility. Seven or 7.3 per cent placed it in the area of 

limited ethical implication and 26 or 27 per cent checked it 1 III-A". 

Seven or 7.3 per cent also .made it a strictly personal matter and 18 

or 18.7 per cent checked it 1 IV-A". Eight or 8.3 per cent omitted 

the item. 

On the East Coast 2 or 11 per cent gave public notice, 3 or 16.3 

per cent checked . "I-A•, and 2 or 11 per cent ~ea~t individually ,for a 

total of 7 or 38.5 per cent considering this a pastoral responsibility. 

One or 5.5 per cent gave it limited ethical implications and 6 or 33 

per cent checked it "III-A". Two or 11 per cent made it a strictly 

personal matter and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked it "IV-A". The remain

ing response omitted the item. 
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On the West Coast 3 or 18.1 per cent took public notice, 1 or 6 

per cent dealt individually and 1 or 6 per cent indicated both levels, 

for a total of 5 or 30.1 per cent of these pastors ready to make it a 

matter of official concern. Two or 12 per cent thought it had 

limited ethic~l implications and 3 or 18.1 per cent checked it 

"III-A•. One or 6 per cent made it purely personal and 2 or 12 per 

cent checked it •rv-A•. Three or 18.1 per cent omitted the item. 

The fourth item in this category concerned itself with "partici

pating~ rebellion against ~unlawtul government~ which involved 

~shedding 2! blood". Here 62 or 37.3 per cent of all responses had 

taken public notice and 31 or 18.6 per cent checked it "1-A". Another 

11 or 6.6 per cent dealt with it individually and 10 or 6 per cent 

checked it •rr-A•. Nine or 5.4 per cent indicated both levels, with 

a total of 133 or 73.9 per cent of all responses making it a pastoral 

responsibility. Seven or 4.2 per cent gave it limited ethical impli

cations and 15 or 9 per cent checked it "III-A". Two or 1.2 per cent 

regarded it as purely personal and 7 or 4.2 per cent ch ecked it 

•IV-A•. Thirteen or 7.8 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Mi ssouri Synod Heartland 33 or 34.3 per cent took public 

notice, while 16 or 16.6 per cent checked it •I-A•. Six or 6.2 per 

cent dealt individually, 7 or 7.3 per cent checked it 1 II-A", and 4 

or 4.2 per cent indicated both levels. Sixty-six or 68.6 per cent of 

these pastors made this a matter of official concern. Five or 5.2 

per cent gave it only limited ethical implications and 11 or 11.4 per 

cent checked it •III-A•. One or 1 per cent placed it in a strictly 
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personal basis and 3 or 3.1 per cent checked it 1 IV-A•. Ten or 10.4 

per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 8 or 44 per cent took public notice and another 

5 or 27.5 per cent checked it "I-A•. One or 5.5 per cent dealt indi

vidually and lor 5.5 per cent checked it 1 II-A". Two or ll per cent 

indicated both levels. Seventeen or 93.5 per cent of these pastors 

made this a pastoral responsibility. The remaining response checked 

it as having limited ethical implications. 

On the West Coast 4 or 25 per cent took public notice and 

another 4 or 25 per cent checked it •I-A". Two or 12 per cent dealt 

individually and another 2 or 12 per cent checked it "II-A•. One or 

6 per cent indicated both levels. A total of 13 or 80 per cent of the 

West Coast pastors regarded this aa an official responsibility. One 

or 6 per cent gave it limited ethical implications and 1 or 6 per cent 

checked it "III-A". The remaining response omitted the item. 

The fifth and final item in this category made reference to 

•atrocities committed l2z .American servicemen !B, ~ hlli. of battle 

~under conditions 2t ~·· Concerning this 41 or 24.7 per cent of 

all responses took public notice and 25 or 15 per cent checked •I-A". 

Another 16 or 9.6 per cent dealt individually and 26 or 15.6 per cent 

checked 1 II-A•. Ten or 6 per cent indicated both levels. One hundred 

eighteen or 71.3 per cent of all responses placed this item in the 

area of pastoral responsibility. Nine or 5.4 per cent thought it had 

limited ethical implications in relation to their office and 27 or 

16.2 per cent checked 1 III-A1 • Two or 1.2 per cent checked "IV-A". 

Eleven or 6.6 per cent omitted the item. 
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In the ~issouri Synod Heartland 23 or 23.9 per cent took public 

notice and 10 or 10.4 per cent dealt individually and 20 or 20.8 per 

cent checked "II-A", while 10 or 10.4 per cent checked "I-A". Four 

or 4.2 per cent indicated both levels, making a total of 67 or 69.7 

per cent of these pastors ready to consider this a matter of official 

concern. Six or 6.2 per cent have it limited ethical implications 

and 14 or 14.5 per cent checked "III-A". One or 1 per cent checked 

•rv-A•. Eight or 8.3 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 5 or 27.5 per cent took public notice and 3 

or 16.5 per cent checked "I-A•. One or 5.5 per cent dealt indivi

dually and 2 or ll per cent checked "II-A". Two or ll per cent 

indicated both levels, so that 13 or 71.5 per cent of these pastors 

regarded this matter their pastoral responsibility. Two or ll per 

cent thought it had only limited ethical implications and 2 or 11 per 

cent checked it "III-A". The remaining response omitted the item• 

On the West Coast 5 or 31 per cent took public notice, 1 or 6 per 

cent checked "I-A•, 1 or 6 per cent dealt individually, 2 or 12 per 

cent checked "II-A", and 2 or 12 per cent indicated both levels. 

This meant that 11 or 67 per cent of these pastors accepted this as 

an official responsibility. Four or 25 per cent checked it "III-A", 

and the remaining response omitted the item. 

Economic Decisions 

The second lowest category on the basis of social awareness was 

economic decisions. The first item in this category read "competition 

~~'natural law' ~~desirable basis lQt sound business practice•. 
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Thirty or 18 per cent of all responses took public notice and 21 or 

12.6 per cent checked 11 1-A". Another 8 or 4.8 per cent dealt indivi

dually and 5 or 3 per cent checked "II-A". Five or 3 per cent indi

cated both levels for a total of 69 or 41.4 per cent of all responses 

regarding this a matter of official responsibility. Thirteen or 7.8 

per cent thought it had limited ethical implications and 42 or 25.3 

per cent checked "III-A". Ten or 6 per cent made it a strictly per

sonal concern and 21 or 12.6 per cent checked "IV-A". Eleven or 6.6 

per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 17 or 17.7 per cent took public 

notice and 9 or 9.4 per cent checked 11 1-A". Four or 4.2 per cent 

dealt individually and 3 or 3.1 per cent checked "II-A". Three or 3.1 

per cent indicated both levels. Thus a total of 36 or 37.5 per cent 

of these pastors made this an official responsibility. Six or 6.2 

per cent gave it limited ethical implieations • . TWenty-three or 23.9 

per cent checked 11 IIJ-A11 • Nine or 9,4 per cent placed it on a 

strictly personal basis and 13 or 13.5 per cent checked -it "Jll-A" • 

Nine or 9.4 per cent .omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 3 or 16.5 per cent took public notice and 5 

or 27.5 per cent checked "I-A". One or 5.5 per cent dealt with it 

individually and 2 or 11 per cent indicated both .levels. Eleven or 

60 .5 per cent of the East Coast pas,tors regarded this as flomething
' 

for their official concern. ~other 5 or 27.5 pe~ cent checked it 

"III-A•, and 2 or 11 per cent checked it "IV-A". 

On the West Coast 3 or 18.1 per cent took public notice, 1 or 

. 6 per cent checked •I-A", 4 or 25 per cent checked "II-A", thus 
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making a total of 8 or 50 per cent placing this in the area of pas

toral responsibility. Six or 37 per cent checked it "III-A", 1 or 

. 6 per cent checked it "IV-A", and the remaining response omitted 

the item. 

The second item in this category referred to "misrepresentation 

QJ_ ~ i!l order ~ m !a. better ~than the product really 

deserved". Here 91 or 54.7 per cent of all responses took public 

notice and another 17 or 10.2 per cent checked "I-A•. Eight or 4.8 

per cent dealt individually and 18 or 10.8 per cent checked "II-A". 

Another 13 or 7.8 per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 147 

or 87.3 per cent of all responses putting this item under pastoral 

responsibility. Three of 1.8 per cent gave it only limited ethical 

implications and 10 or 6 per cent checked "III-A". One or .6 per 

cent checked "IV-A". Six or 3.6 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 53 or 55.1 per cent took public 

notice and 11 or 11.4 per cent checked "I-A". Six of 6.2 per cent 

dealt individually and 13 or 13.5 per cent checked "II-A". Four or 

4.2 per cent indicated both levels. A total, then, of 87 or 90.4 

per cent of these pastors made this a matter of official concern. One 

or 1 per cent thought it had only limited ethical implications end E 

or 5.2 per cent checked it "III-A". One or 1 per cent checked it 

"IV-A". Two or 2.1 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 8 or 44 per cent took public notice, 1 or 5.5 

per cent checked "II-A" and 3 or 16.5 per cent inoicated both levels. 

Thirteen or 71.5 per cent of the East Coas·t pastors made this their 



pastoral res~onsibility. Three or 16.5 per cent gave it only limited 

ethical implications and 2 or 11 per cent checked "III-A". 

On the West Coast 8 or 50 per cent took public notice, 2 or 12 

per cent checked •I-A•, 1 or 6 per cent dealt individually, 2 or 12 

per cent chekced "II-A" and 1 or 6 per cent indicated both levels. 

A total of 14 or 88 per cent of the West Coast pastors regarded this 

item as their official concern. One or 6 per cent checked "III-A" 

and the remaining response omitted the item. 

The third item in this category concerned itself with "determin

inK ~ 'fair profit' in~ business transaction which~ Christian~

man~ completed". Regarding this 35 or 21 per cent of all respons

es took public notice and 12 or 7.2 per cent checked "I-A". Another 

21 or 12.6 per cent dealt individually and 25 or 15 per cent checked 

"II-A". Nine or 5.4 per cent indicated both levels. Thus a total of 

102 or 61.2 per cent of all responses placed this matter into the 

area of pastoral resp6nsibility. Three or 1.8 per cent gave it only 

limited ethical implications and 26 or 15.6 per cent checked "III-A". 

Five or 3 per cent made it a strictly personal concern and 19 or 11.4 

per cent checked "IV-A". Twelve or 7.2 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 22 or 22.9 per cent took public 

notice and 8 or 8.3 per cent checked "I-A". Another 11 or 11.4 per 

cent dealt individually, 14 or 14.6 per cent checked "II-A", and 4 

or 4.2 per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 58 or 62.4 per 

cent of the pastors making this their officmal responsibility. Two 

or 2.1 per cent thought it had limited ethical implications and 13 

or 13.5 per cent checked "III-A". Four or 4.2 per cent placed it i~ 
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the purely personal area and 11 or 11.5 per cent checked "IV-A1 • 

Seven or 7.3 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 5 or 27.5 per cent took public notice and 1 or 

5·5 per cent checked 11 -l-Af. One or 5.5 per cent dealt individually 

and 2 or 11 per cent checked "II-A•. Three of 16.5 per cent indicated 

both levels • Twelve or 67 per cent of these pastors regarded this 

item as a matter of pastoral responsibility. Three or 16.5 per cent 

checked it as "III-A". One of 5.5 per cent checked it "IV-A•. Two or 

11 per cent omitted the item. 

On the West Coast none took public notice, while 3 or 18.1 per 

cent dealt individually and 4 or . 25 per cent checked 1 II-A11 • Two or 

12 per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 9 or 55.1 per cent 

of these pastors ready to regard it as their official concern. Three 

or 18.1 per cent checked it 1 III-A1 , and 2 or 12 per cent checked it 

11 IV-A11 • Two or 12 per cent omitted the item. 

The fourth item in this category dealt with •understanding ~ 

.il.1JI:l determination Q!:. price rut being 'ill that ~traffic will 

~··. In this area 36 or 21.7 per cent of all responses took public 

notice. Twenty-seven or 16.2 per cent checked "I-A". Twelve or 7.2 

per cent had dealt with it individually and 13 or 7.8 per cent checked 

it 11 II-A11 • Three or 1.8 per cent indicated both levels. A total, 

therefore, of 91 or 54.7 per cent of all responses placed this item 

in the area of pastoral responsibility. Nine or 5.4 per cent gave 

it only limited ethical implications and 29 or 17.4 per cent checked 

it •III-A". Four or 2.4 per cent regarded it as a strictly personal 
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matter and 12 or 7.2 per cent checked it 1 IV-A". Twenty-two or 13.2 

per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 21 or 21.8 per cent took public 

notice and 14 or 14.6 per cent checked it 1 I-A1 • Another 5 or 5.2 

per cent dealt indi~idually and 9 or 9.4 per cent checked "II-A". 

That made a total of 49 or 51 per cent of these pastors who made this 

their pastoral responsibility. Six or 6.2 per cent thought it had 

limited ethical implications and 15 or 15.6 per cent checked it 

"III-A". Three or 3.1 per cent made it a purely personal affair and 

9 or 9.4 per cent checked "IV-A•. Fourteen or 14.6 per cent omitted 

the item. 

On the East Coast 3 or 16.5 per cent took public notice, 1 or 

5.5 per cent checked "I-A1 , 3 or 16.5 per cent dealt individually, 1 

or 5.5 per cent checked "II-A", and 2 or 11 per cent indicated both 

levels. This made a total of 10 or 55 per cent of these pastors 

ready to make this a matter of official concern. Two or 11 per cent 

gave it only limited ethical implications and 4 or 22 per cent 

checked "III-A". None regarded it as only personal. Two or 11 per 

cent omitted the item. 

On the West Coast 4 or 25 per cent took public notice, 1 or 6 

per cent checked "I-A", 2 or 12 per cent dealt individually, 2 or 

12 per cent checked 1 II-A", and 1 or 6 per cent indicated both 

levels. Thus a total of 10 or 61 per cen~ of these pastors placed 

this matter into the area of pastoral responsibility. One or 6 per 

cent thought it had only limited ethical implications, but 3 or 18.1 

/ 
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per cent checked •III-A•. One or 6 per cent checked 1 IV-A• and the 

remaining respoDSe omitted the item. 

The fifth item in this category presented the subject of 

111buYing proPerty tt making investments SOlelY lA lli_ expectation 

!e!! ~quick ~lavish ~rofit!!!! ~ realized•. Twenty-six or 

15.6 per cent of all responses took public notice of this item 

with 18 or 10.8 per cent checking •I-A•. Ten or 6 per cent dealt 

with it individually and 28 or ·16.8 per cent checked •Ir-A•. Six 

or 3.6 per cent indicated both levels. Eighty-eight or 52.8 per 

cent of all responses placed this in the area of pastoral responsi

bility. Fifteen or 9 per cent gave it limited ethical implications 

and 25 or 15 per cent checked •III-A•. Eight or 4.8 per cent 

regarded it as a purely personal concern and 23 or 13.8 per cent 

checkei 1 IV-A1 • Eight or 4.8 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 16 er 16.6 per cent took public 

notice with 5 or 5.2 per cent checking •r-A•. Seven or 7•3 per cent 

dealt individually and 17 or 17.7 per cent checked 1 Il-A1 • Two or 

2.1 per cent indicated both levels. Forty-seven or 48.9 per cent of 

these pastors ma.de this a matter of official concern. Nine or 9.4 

per cent thought it had only limited ethical implications and 17 or 

17.7 per cent checked 'III-A•. Six of 6.2 per cent made it a 

strictly personal matter and 12 or 12.5 per cent checked 1 IV-A•. 

Five or 5.2 per cent omitted the item. 

On the E~ Coast 3 or 16.5 per cent took public notice and 4 or 

22 per cent checked •r-A•. One or 5.5 per cent dealt individually, 
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2 or 11 per cent checked 1 I1-A1 , and 1 or 5.5 per cent indicated both 

levels. Eleven or 60.5 per cent of these pastors were ready to accept 

it as their pastoral responsibility. One or 5.5 per cent gave it 

limited ethical implications and another 1 or 5.5 per cent checked 

1 III-A1 • Three or 16.5 per cent cheeked it 1 IV-A1 and 2 or 11 per 

cent omitted the item. 

On the West Coast 2 or 12 per cent took public notice and another 

' 
2 or 12 per cent checked 'I-A•. One or 6 per cent dealt individually, 

2 or 12 per cent checked 1 II-A1 , and 2 or 12 per cent indicated both 

levels. Nine or 54 per cent accepted it as an official concern. One 

or 6 per cent thought it to have limited ethical implications and 5 

or 31 per cent checked it 1 III-A1 • One or 5 per cent checked it 

•rv-A•. 
The sixth item in this category made reference to •destroying 

crops, wnother ~ goverPm§nt oraer ~private decision, 1A order to 

U,u ~ lli price•. Sixty-five or 39.1 per cent of all responses 

tpoi public notice of this item and 21 or 12.6 per cent checked 

1 I-A1 • Eighteen or 10.8 per cent dealt individually and 9 or 5·4 per 

coat checked 1 II-A1 • Another 7 or 4.2 per cent indicated both levels, 

making a total of 120 or 72.1 per cent of all responses placing this 

item in the area of pastoral responsibility. Seven or ~.2 per cent 

gave it limited ethical implications and 20 or 12 per cent checked it 

1 III-A1 • Two or 1.2 per cent regarded it as strictly personal and 9 

or 5.4 per cent checked it 1 IV-A1 • Nine or 5.4 per cent omitted the 

item. 
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In the Missouri Synod Heartland 38 or 39.5 per cent took public 
-

notice, while 10 or 10.4 per cent checked it 1 I-A•. Twelve or 12.5 

per cent dealt individually and 5 or 5.2 per cent checked it "II-A•. 

Another 5 or 5.2 per cent indicated both levels, so that 70 or 72.9 

per cent of these pastors were ready to make it their official con

cern. Four or 4.2 per cent thought it had only limited ethical 

implications and 9 or 9.4 per cent checked it "III-A". Two or 2.1 

per cent made it a purely personal affair and 7 or 7.3 per cent 

checked it •IV-A". Four or 4.2 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 6 or 33 per cent took public notice and 3 · or 

16.5 per cent checked •I-A•. Two or 11 per cent checked it "II-A", 

for a total of 11 or 60.5 per cent of tae pastors in this region 

making it their pastoral concern. Two or 11 per cent gave it limited 

ethical implications and another 3 or 16.5 per cent checked it 

"III-A•. None regarded it as just a personal matter. Two or 11 per 

cent omitted the item. 

On the West Coast 7 or 43.1 per cent took public notice with 

another 1 or 6 per cent checking it •I-A". Two or 12 per cent dealt 

with it individually, 1 or 6 per cent checked it 1 II-A", and another 

2 or 12 per cent indicated both levels, so that a total of 13 or 79.1 

per cent of the West Coast pastors considered this matter their per

sonal responsibility. Two or 12 per cent checked it "III-A" and the 

remaining response omitted the item. 

The seyenth item in this category considered "decisions affect

~~lives QfmilliopS, ~~corporate executives responsible 
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only~·~ stockholders••. On this matter 20 or 12 per cent of all 

responses took public notice and another 29 or 17.4 per cent checked 

•I-A•. Three or 1.8 per cent had dealt With it individually and 13 

or 7.8 per cent checked 'II-A•. Two or 1.2 per cent indicated both 

levels, for a total of 67 or 40.2 per cent of all responses recog

nizing this as a matter of official concern. Thirteen or 7.8 per 

cent-felt that it had limited ethical implications and 46 or 27.7 

per cent checked 1 III-A1 • Seven or 4.2 per cent made it a strictly 

personal matter and 18 or 10.8 per cent checked •IV-A•. Sixteen or 

9.6 -per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 12 or 12.5 per cent took public 

notice and another 15 or 15.6 per cent checked it 'I-A1 • Three or 

3.1 per cent dealt individually and 10 or 10.4 per cent checked 

•II-A•. This made a total of 40 or 41.6 per cent of these pastors 

regarding it as their pastoral responsibility. Six or 6.2 per cent 

gave ·it limited ethical implications and 22 or 22.9 per cent checked 

it 1 II-A1 • Five or 5.2 · per cent thought it purely personal and 11 

or 11.4 per cent checked •IV-A•. Twelve or 12.5 per cent omitted 

the item. 

On the East Coast 2 or 11 per cent took public notice and 

another 5 or 27.5 per cent checked it "I-A1 • Another 2 or 11 per 

cent checked "II-A", and still another 2 or 11 per cent indicated 

both levels. Eleven or 6o.5 per cent of these pastors made this a 

matter of personal concern. Two or ll per cent thought it had limited 

ethical implications and 3 or 16.5 per cent checked 'III-A•. One or 
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5.5 per cent made it a strictly personal matter and 1 or 5.5 per cent 

checked 1 IV-A". 

On the West Coast 4 or 25 per cent took public notice and 1 or 

6 per cent checked "I-A". None dealt with it individually, so that 

5 or 31 per cent of the pas-tors here considered this their concern. 

Two or 12 per cent gave it ltmited ethical tmplications and 8 or 50 

per cent checked it 'III-A". The one remaining response checked it 

"IV~A•. 

The eighth and final item in this category read 'businessmen 

negotiating, however reluctantly, with racketeers simply to avoid 

Qjfficulty ~financial~"· Fifteen or 9 per cent of all 

responses had taken public notice of this item. Another 40 or 24.1 

per cent checked "I-A". Five or 3 per cent dealt with it individu

ally and 45 or 27.1 per cent checked 'II-A•. One or .6 per cent 

indicated both levels, making 106 or 63.8 per cent of all responses 

ready to place this in the area of pastoral responsibility. Six or 

3.6 per cent gave it only limited ethical implications and 28 or 16.8 

per cent checked "III-A" • Three or 1.8 per cent thought of it as 

strictly personal and another 3 or 1.8 per cent checked "IV-A•. 

Twenty or 12 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 9 or 9.4 per cent took public 

notice and 18 or 18.7 per cent checked "I-A". Three or 3.1 per cent 

dealt individually and 27 or 28.1 per cent checked "I~-A", making a 

total of 57 or 59.3 per cent of these pastors putting it down as a 

pastoral responsibility. Two or 2.1 per cent gave it limited ethical 
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implications and 17 or 17.7 per cent checked "III-A•. Two or 2.1 per 

cent thought it entirely personal and another 2 or 2.1 per cent 

che·cked •IV-A". Sixteen or 16.6 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 3 or 16.5 per cent took public notice and 6 or 

33 per cent checked "I-A". One or 5.5 per cent had dealt individually 

and 3 or 16.5 per cent checked "II-A". One or 5.5 per cent indicated 

both levels, so that a total of 14 or 77 per cent of these pastors 

acknowledged this to be an official concern. One or 5.5 per cent 

thought it had limited ethical implications and 2 or 11 per cent 

checked it •III-A". None considered it entirely personal. The 

remaining response omitted the item. 

On the West Coast none took public notice or dealt individually, 

but 5 or 31· per cent checked it 1 I-A" and 4 or 25 per cent checked it 

"II-A", making a total of 9 or 56 per cent who were ready to accept 

it as a pastoral concern. Two or 12 per cent thought it had limited 

ethical implications and 3 or 18.1 per cent checked it "III-A•. One 

or 6 per cent regarded it as a purely personal affair and the final 

remaining response omitted the item. 

· Le.bor Relations 

The category which revealed the lowest degree of social sensi

tivity was that of labor relations. In this category the first i.tem · 

read ·~ labor union, recognized ~~ legal bargaining agent for ~ 

irQUp QL workers•. Twenty or 12 per cent of all responses had taken 

public notice of this item and 16 or 9.6 per cent checked it •I-A". 
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Eleven or 6.6 per cent dealt with it individually and another 11 or 

6.6 per cent checked it "II-A". Five or 3 per cent indicated both 

levels, for a total of 63 or 37.8 per cent of all responses ready to 

make this a pastoral responsibility. Fourteen or 8.4 per cent thought 

it had limited ethical implications and 41 or 24.7 per cent checked 

"III-A". Ten or 6 per cent regarded it as a purely personal concern 

and 25 or 15 per cent checked "IV-A". Fourteen or 8,4 per cent 

omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 11 or 11.4 per cent took public 

notice and 4 or 4.5 per cent checked it "I-A". Six or 6•2 per cent 

dealt individually and 7 or 7.3 per cent checked "II-A". Two or 2.1 

per cent indicated both levels. Thirty or 31.2 per cent of these 

pastors made this a pastoral respons~bility. Six or 6.2 per cent 

thought it had limited ethical implications and 31 or 32.2 per cent 

checked 1 III-A". Seven or 7.3 per cent made it a strictly personal 

matter and 12 or 12.5 per cent checked it "IV-A". Ten or 10.4 per 

cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 2 or 11 per cent took public notice and another 

6 or 33 per cent checked "I-A". Two or 11 per cent dealt with it 

individually and 2 or 11 per cent checked "II-A". One or 5.5 per 

cent indicated both levels, for a total of 13 or 71.5 per cent of 

the~e pastors ready to make it a matter of official concern. One or 

5.5 per cent thought it had limited ethical implications and 4 or 

22 per cent checked "III-A". None regarded it as purely personal. 
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On the West Coast none took public notice or dealt individually 

and only 1 or 6 per cent checked it "I-A". This, then, represented 

the number on the Wect Coast regarding this as a pastoral responsibi

lity. Five or 31 per cent regarded it as having limited ethical 

implications and 4 or 25 per cent checked "III-A". One or 6 per 

cent made it a strictly personal matter and 4 or 25 per cent checked 

"IV-A". One or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

The second item in this category referred to "denying~ person 

the right to apply for Q!. keep !a. job unless he joins !!. union". 

Twenty-five or 15 per cent of all responses had taken public notice 

of this item, while 19 or 11.4 per cent checked it "I-A". Another 

28 or 16.8 per cent had dealt with it individually and 15 or 9 per 

cent checked it "II-A". Seven or 4.2 per cent indicated both levels, 

.so that 94 or 56.4 per cent of all responses placed this metter in 

the area of official responsibility. Eight or 4.8 per cent gave it 

only limited ethical implications and 39 or 23.5 per cent checked 

"III-A". Four or 2.4 per cent regarded it as purely personal and 12 

or 7.2 per cent checked "lV-A". Ten or 6 per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 18 or 18.7 per cent took official 

notice and another 9 or 9.4 per cent checked it "I-AM. Twelve or 12.5 

per cent dealt individually and 10 or 10.4 per cent checked it "II-A". 

One or 1 per cent indicated both levels, making a total of 50 or 52 

per cent of these pastors who regarded this item as their official 

responsibility. Four or 4.2 per cent thought it had only limited 

ethical implications and 25 or 26 per cent checked "III-A". Two or 
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2.1 per cent made it a strictly personal matter and 1 or 8.3 per 

cent checked "IV-A". Seven or 7.3 per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 1 o~ 5.5 per cent took public notice and 3 or 

16.5 per cent checked "I-A". Four or 22 per cent had dealt indivi

dually and 2 or 11 per cent checked "II-A". Another 2 or 11 per cent 

had indicated both levels. Twelve or 66 per cent of the East Coast 

pastors made this an official concern. One or 5.5 per cent thought 

it had limited ethical impli.cat ions and 4 or 22 per cent checked it 

~II-A~. One or 5.5 per cent made it a strictly personal matter. 

On the West Coast 3 or 18.1 per cent took public notice, 3 or 

18.~ per cent dealt individually, 3 or 18.1 per cent checked "II-A", 

and 1 or 6 per cent indicated both levels. This made a total of 10 

or 60.3 per cent of the West Coast pastors recognizing this as their 

pastoral responsibility. Two or 12 per cent regarded it as having 

limited ethical implications and 1 or 6 per cent checked "III-A". 

One or 6 per cent made it a purely personal matter and 1 or 6 per 

cent checked "IV-A". The remaining response omitted the item.
1 

The third item in this category spoke of "labor unions requiring 

~ hiring .2t ID.QU. men than ~ really needed iQ. QQ. ~ certain ~n. 

On this item 38 or 22.9 per cent of all responses had taken public 

notice and 31 or 18.6 per cent checked it "I-A". Another 14 or 8.4 

per cent dealt with it individually and 9 or 5.4 per cent checked it 

"II-A". Seven or 4.2 per cent indicated both levels. Ninety-nine or 

59.5 per cent of all responses put it into the area of official con

cern. Twelve or 7.2 per cent thought it might have limited ethical 
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implications and 24 or 14.4 per cent checked "III-A". Ninetean or 

11.4 per cent checked "IV-A~. Thirteen or 7.8 per cent omitted the 

item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 22 of 22.9 per cent took public 

notice and another 17 or 17.7 per cent checked it "I-A". Six or 6.2 

per cent dealt with it individually, 6 or 6.2 per cent checked 

"II-A", and 1 or 1 per cent indicated both levels. Fifty-two or 54 

per cent of the pastors in this region, then, considered the item as 

their pastoral responsibility. Six of 6.2 per cent regarded it as 

having limited ethical implications and 13 or 13.5 per cent checked 

"III-A". Fourteen or 14.5 per cent checked "IV-A". Eleven or 11.4 

per cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 3 or 16.5 per cent took public notice, 3 or 

16.5 per cent checked "I-A", 2 of 11 per cent dealt individually and 

3 or 16.5 per cent indicated both levels. That made a total of 11 

or 60.5 per cent of these pastors making this a matter of official 

concern. Three or 16.5 per cent gave it limited ethical implica

tions and 4 or 22 per cent checked "III-A!' • The remaining response 

omitted the item. 

On the West Coas·t 4 or 25 per cent took official notice and 4 or 

25 per cent checked "I-A". Two or 12 per cent dealt individually and 

1 or 6 per cent checked "II-A", so that a total of 11 or 68 per cent 

of the West Coast pastors regarded this as a part of their official 

concern. Three or 18.1 per cent thought it had limited ethical 

implications and 1 or 6 per cent checked it "III-A". The remaining 

response checked it "IV-A". 
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The fourth and final item in this category read ·~ labor strike 

inyolying ~plant 1n which members £f ~congregation~ working•. 

On this item 23 or 13.8 per cent of all responses had taken public 

notice and 35 pr 21 per cent checked "I-A•. Another 20 or 12 per 

cent had dealt individually and 25 or 15 per cent checked "II-A". 

Another~ or 5.4 per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 112 

or 62.6 per cent making this a pastoral responsibility. Five or 3 

per cent gave it limited ethical implications and 28 or 16.8 per cent 

checked 1 III-A1 • Three or 1.8 per cent regarded it as a strictly 

personal matter and 8 or 4.8 per cent checked "IV-A". Twelve or 7.2 

per cent omitted the item. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland 15 or 15.6 per cent took public 

notice and another 18 or 18.7 per cent checked "I-A". Seven or 7.3 

per cent dealt individually and 16 or 16.6 per cent checked "II-A". 

Four or 4.2 per cent indicated both levels. Sixty or 62.4 per cent 

made this their official concern. Three of 3.1 per cent, however, 

thought it had only limited ethical implications, and 20 or 20.8 per 

cent checked it "III-A". One or 1 per cent made it a strictly per

sonal matter and 4 or 4.2 per cent checked "IV-A". Eight or 8.3 per 

cent omitted the item. 

On the East Coast 2 or 11 per cent took public notice and 

another 7 or 38.6 per cent checked "I-A". Four or 22 per cent 

dealt with it individually and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked "II-A". 

Two or 11 per cent indicated both levels, for a total of 16 or 88 

per cent of the East Coast pastors accepting official responsibility. 
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One or 5.5 per cent regarded it as having limited ethical implica

tions and 1 or 5.5 per cent checked it "III-A". None considered it 

a purely personal matter. 

On the West Coast 2 or 12 per cent took public notice and 1 or 

6 per cent checked "I-A". Four or 25 per cent dealt with it indi

vidually and 2 or 12 per cent checked 1 II-A". Two or 12 per cent 

also indicated both levels. Eleven or 67 per cent of these pastors 

regarded this item as a part of their pastoral responsibility. 

Three or 18.1 per cent checked it "III-A", 1 or 6 per cent checked 

it "IV-A", and 1 or 6 per cent omitted the item. 
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Chapter 7 

Further Observations ~The General Analysis 

Having examined the results on all the items according to their 

major categories., it is apporpriate now to investigate those items 

incidating the greatest amount of awareness on the part of those 

who responded. 

The item regarding the sense of honesty and responsibility in 

paying taxes led the entire group with 160 or 96 per cent of all 

responses recognizing this as a pastoral responsibility. This was 

followed by the item on teaching eveolution in the public schools, 

159 or 95 .5 per cent. The third concerned drunkenness as an unim

portant matter because it happens to every one once in a while, 158 

or 95 per cent. Speaking the truth under oath was fourth with 156 

or 93.8 per cent. The fifth item in order of social awareness con

cerned itself with alcoholism as a grave problem confronting 

society, 155 or 93.1 per cent. Unfaithfulness in husbands was 

rated sixth, with 153 or 92 per cent. The roots of juvenile delin

quency stood in seventh place with 150 or 90.1 per cent. Eighth was 

the risk of lif~ and limb in driving, 149 or ~9 .5 per cent. This 

place was shared by the item on children as a social and economic 

liability and the s~cular approach to learning, all with the same 

score. Ninth in order was the item regarding misrepresentation of 

goods to get a better price, 147 or 87.3 per cent. In tenth place 
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was the item on playing slot machines with 145 responses or 87.1 per 

cent. (Cf. Appendix C, Table I) 

All four areas, total response, Missouri Synod Heartland, East 

Coast and West Coast placed the following items among their top ten: 

(1) honesty in paying taxes, (2) unfaithfulness in husbands, and 

(3) speaking the truth under oath. Three others were shared by 

total reaponse, Missouri Synod Heartland and the Eas·t Coast, these 

being (1) teaching evolution, (2) alcoholism, a grave problem facing 

society, and {3) the roots · of juvenile delinquency. 

Moving to the other end of the spectrum we might also examine 

those items which revealed the least degree of social awareness 

among those responding to the questionnaire. The item to which those 

responding were least aware concerned itself with the control of 

•enamy" territory by an occupying force, with 53 or 31.8 per cent 

placing this matter in the area of pastoral responsibility. First 

place was shared by the item regarding the government doing many 

things which might just as well be done by private enterprise. 

Sixty-three or 37.8 per cent considered the matter of having a 

labor union serve as the legal bargaining agent an official pastoral 

responsibility, to take second place on this list. Third place went 

to the item regarding decisions affecting millions made by corpo

ration executives, with 67 or 40.2 per cent. Fourth place went to 

the item referring to competition as a "natural law"' , 69 or 41.4 

per cent. Fifth place was taken by the item regarding the judging 

of political decisions primarily on the basis of party loyalty, 73 
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or 43.6 per cent. In sixth place was the item of racketeers invest

ing their money in legitimate enterprises, 78 or 46.9 per cent 

(Cf. Appendix C, Table II). 

All four groups, total responses, Missouri Synod Heartland, 

East Coast and West Coast were least sensitive to (1) the government 

versus private enterprise and (2) controlling enemy territory. 

Total response, Missouri Synod Heartland and West Coast also placed 

the following four items among those which ranked lowest in social 

awareness (1) labor unions as bargaining agents, (2) decisions made 

by corporation executives, (3) judging political decisions and (4) 

competition as a natural law. 

This matter of social awareness might also be approached by 

looking at those items which the pastors respondi.ng considered as 

having only limited ethical implications (III and lil-A). Of course, 

many of those appear here which ranked lowest in the breakdown just 

discussed. There are, however, a few differences, so we shall also 

examine these. The item which the greatest number of responses 

thought had only limited ethical implications in relation to their 

paatoral office was that regarding control of enemy territory, 60 

or 36.1 per cent. This number also regarded the item of chi~dren 

in the same jails as adult lawbreakers in this category. The second 

place was occupied by the item of decisions of corporation executives, 

59 or 35.5 per cent. In third place was the item of racketeers 

investing money in legitimate enterprises, 57 or 24.3 per cent. In 
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fourth place was the item on competition as ~tural law, 55 or 33.1 

per cent. Fourth place was shared by the item on unions as legal 

bargaining agents. Fifth was the government versus private 

enterprise item, 47 or 28.3 per cent. This place was also shared 

by the item regarding a person's right to apply for or hold a job 

without joining a union. Sixth was the item regarding judging 

political decisions, 42 or 25.3 per cent. In seventh place was the 

item regarding buying property or making an investment to make a 

quick profit, 40 or 24.1 per cent. In eighth place was the item 

concerning setting the price at "all the traffic will bear•, 38 or 

22.9 per cent. Ninth place was shared by three items, all scoring 

37 or 22.3 per cent, these being ( l) comm\.mities passing blue laws, 

(2) federal aid to Christian Day Schools and (3) privileges being 

sought by those belonging to •the best families•. Tenth place, 

with a score of 36 or 27.7 per cent was shared by four items: 

(l) featherbedding by labor unions, (2) racketeers demanding a 

•cut• to •protect• legitimate businessmen, (3) atrocities committed 

by American soldiers in war or under battle conditions and (4) 

setting up codes of professional ethics. These, then, were those 

items scoring highest in the area of "limited ethical implications" 

to the pastoral office. (Cf. Appendix C, Table III) 

We might also at this time examine which items were considered 

as being entirely beyond the range of pastoral responsibility (tV 

and IV-A). The item receiving the greatest number of checks in 

this area was that regarding government versus private enterpise, 

http:comm\.mi
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62 or 37.3 per cent. Second was the item eoncerning the exercise 

of party loyalty in relation to political judgment, 52 or 31.3 per 

cent. Third was the item relating to the functioning of a military 

force in controlling enemy territory, 41 or 24.6 per cent. Fourth 

place was shared by two items, each receiving 31 or 18.6 per cent. 

They were (1) competition as a natural law and (2) buying property 

to make a quick profit. In fifth place was an item referring to 

social drinking that does not involve drunkenness., 26 or 15.6 per 

cent. The sixth highest was the item regarding decisions made by 

corporation executives and affecting many lives, 25 or 15 per cent. 

Seventh place was also shared by two items with 24 or 14.1 per cent 

checking (1) cozmnunities passing "blue laws" and (2) detern1iil(J.ng a 

fair profit. Eighth was an item referring to discontent as 

fostered by advertising media, 22 or 13.2 per cent. (Cf. Appendix 

C, Table IV) 

By contrast we might note, however, that none of the following 

items received any responses in the area of •purely personal". In 

other words, all responses thought they had at least some ethical 

implications. These items were (1) the risk of life and limb in 

driving, ~2) honesty in paying taxes, (3) children as a social and 

economic liabiFty, (4) unfaithfulness in husbands and (5) the 

teaching of evolution in the schools. 

In addition to these, pastors on the East and West Coasts 

were satisfied that all of the following also had at least some 

ethical implications: (1) drunkenness common and therefore not 
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serious, (2) justifying a state of war a gainst an aggressor nation, 

(3) teaching recruits in the army to hate, (4) rebellion against an 

unjust government, (5) atrocities committed under wartime conditions, 

(6) finding a place for the aged and retired, (7) speaking the truth 

under oath, (8) playing cards for limited stakes, (9) playing slot 

machines where illegal, (10) keeping children in jail with adult 

offenders, (11) gangsters demanding a "cut" to "protectn against 

damage, (12) white people who think they are superior to all other 

races, (13) uncritica l patriotism, (14) the government assuming all 

resp5nsibilities for the poor, sick and handicapped, (15) the govern

ment assuming responsibility for the total welfare of the child, (16) 

misrepresentation of goods to get a higher price, (17) destroying 

crops to keep up the price, (18) a mother who seeks to be both 

career-woman and homemaker, (19) the secular ap proach to all learn

ing and (20) federal aid to Christian Day Schools. The sampling 

stating these convictions was small, but proportionate t o the 

representation of churches of the Lutheran Church-Xisaouri Synod 

in these areas. 

It is inte resting to note t hat four items among those con

sidered a strictly personal matter were in the economic decisions 

category and two in the area of government. It is also interesting 

that, at least in our opinion, each of them actually had strong 

ethical i mplicat i ons. An examinati on of t hese individual items, 

as well as an exami nation of the categories as a whole, i ndicates 



that the great majority of the responses seemed to be aware of their 

relationshi~ to their pastoral office. 

What gave the items that received the greatest support their 

appeal? They ranged through a variety of categories--government, 

education, drinking and alcohol i sm, marriage and the family, 

juvenile delinquency, safety, gambling. All of them dealt with 

obvious problems, the kind that are apparent upon even a cursory ex

amination of our social situation. It seems to us that the more 

subtle, and yet just as important, if not even more important items 

were those under economic decisions, social classes, government, 

race relations, war and labor relations which were not given the 

emphatic support received by •secularism in public education" or 

"unfaithfulness on the part of husbands". Featherbedding, with 

59.5 per cent of the total response, a strike involving congrega

tion members, with 62.6 per cent, a code of ethics of professional 

workers, with 61.2 per cent, the investment of racketeers in legi
' 

timate businesses, with 46.9 per cent or even discrimination in 

housing, with 65.4 per cent should have received a larger measure 

of understanding hecause the latter invlove ethical choices no 

less than the former. This is also illustrated under government, 

when the item reading "the government doing many things that could 

just as easily have been performed by private enterprise" received 

31.8 per cent of the total response but the item "the government 

asauming all major responsibilities for the pocr, the sick, the 

mentally and physically handicapped n received 75.1 per cent and 
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the item "the government assuming all responsibility for the welfare 

of the child" received 76.9 per cent of the total responses. The 

last two were more specific, and in relation to people who loom 

large to the ministry. The first item is more abstract, but the 

danger of statism is no less significant. 

It would seem, therefore, that the larger view, the long range 

trends ought to be cultivated as well as the sharpened conscience 

in relation to a specific circumstance. It is possible perhaps to 

speak of a fragmented social consciousness and responsibility, when 

one of the ultimate concerns of the Christian religion needs to be 

its ability to provide the individual with an entire framework of 

belief and understanding within ~hich he sees his own life and 

the lives of others. That lack, too, mi ght be a legitimate 

deduction gained from a thoughtfnl analysis of these responses. 

It is noteworthy that in 21 out of 6o items the total number of 

responses under •A• were greater than under actual experience. The 

"A" responses indicated "present conviction but with no previous 

opportunity to consider alternatives•. It is as though the pastor 

responding were saying "I really haven't had an opportunity to 

consider thi~ matter before, _but since you ask me now I would say 

that were I t o be faced with this matter, this is how I would regard 

it". To repeat, it is amazing when one considers their professional 

training and experience, that in a little more than one third of 

the items this was their first opportunity to consider what ethical 

choice they would have to make regarding them. 
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Let us examine this matter a little further. Under Economic 

Decisions six of eight items come under this consideration. Under 

Labor Relations three out of four. Under War three out of five, 

also under Juvenile Delinquency, three out of five. Under Social 

Classes, two out of six. Two items under General, viz. recognizing 

prostitutes as mission material and codes of ethics for professional 

workers:.. Race Relations had one o'f' four, and Govermnent one of six. 

More specifically still, the item "businessmen negotiating, 

however reluctantly, with racketeers, simply to avoid difficulty 

and financial loss" received 116 or 69.6 per cent "A" responses to 

30 or 18 per cent "actual experience" responses. The item 

"juveniles in the same jails as adult lawbreakers" received 107 

"A" responses or 64.2 per cent to 49 "actual experience" or 29.5 

per cent. The item "racketeers investing huge amounts of money in 

legitimate business enterprises" received 107 "A" responses or 64.2 

per cent to 45 or 27.1 per cent "actual experience" responses. The 

item "gangsters demanding a cut to protect agair~t damage" received 

106 "A" responses or 63.6 per cent as compared to 40 or 24.1 per 

cent of the other. The item "deci.sions made by corporation execu

tives" received 106 "A" responses or 63,6 per qent to 45 or 27.m 

per cent of the other. 

The item "a labor union strike involving congregation members" 

received 96 "A" responses or 57.8 per cent to 60 or 36.1 per cent. 

The item "understanding the function of occupying enemy territory" 

received 95 "A" responses or 57.2 per cent to 59 or 35.5 per cent 
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for actual experience. The item "buying property or making invest

menta solely for the purpose of realizing a quick and lavish profit" 

received 94 or 56.6 per cent "A" responses to 65 or 39.1 per cent 

for actual experience. The item 11 a labor union as the recognized 

legal bargaining agent" received 93 "A" responses of 56 per cent to 

60 or 36.1 per cent for actual experience. The item "racial dis

crimination in housing" received 89 "A•' responses or 53.5 per cent 

to 62 or 37.3 per cent for actual experience. The item "the govern

ment versus private enterprise"· received 86 "A" responses or 51.7 

per cent to 76 or 45.7 per cent for actual experience. The item 

"denying a person the right to apply for or keep a job unless he 

joins a labpr union" received 85 "A" re~ponses or 51.1 per cent to 

72 or 43·3 per cent for the other. The item "army officers ~each

ing recruits to hate" received 85 or 51.1 per cent "A" responses 

to 68 or 40.9 per cent for the other. 

By comparison those items in which actual experience with the 

suggested situation ranked highest were the item "honesty in paying 

taxes" with 142 or 84.6 per cent indicating actual experience as 

compared to 21 or 12.6 per cent in the "A" category. The item 

"alcoholism confronting an individual member" had 135 or 81 per 

cent in the •A• group. The item "teaching evolution as scientifi

cally acceptable" had 135 or 81 per cent as compared to 27 or 16.2 

per cent in the "A" group . The item "speaking the truth under oath" 

had 134 or 80.4 per cent as compared with 27 or 16.2 per cent in 

the "A•· group. The item "alcoholism as a grave social problem facing 
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society" had 129 or 77.4 per cent as compared to 33 or 19.8 per cent 

in the "A" group. The item "secular approach to all learning" had 

124 or 74.4 per ccent as compared to 33 or 19.8 per cent in the "A" 

group. The item "the risk of life and limb in driving" had 123 or 

73.8 per cent as campared to 37 or 22.3 per cent in the "A" group. 

The item "limiting the birth of children" had 121 or 72.6 per cent 

as compared to 35 or 21 per cent in the "A" group. The item "the 

roots of juvenile delinquency" had 120 or 72 per cent as compared 

to 39 or 23.5 per cent in the "A" group. 

What might be some of the reasons both why the items immediately 

above ranked as high as they did (and not, perhaps, even higher) and 

why those previously indicated as ranking high in the "A" group 

stood where they did? One reason no doubt is the fact that only 

seven of those responding indicated that their present ministry was 

in a metropolitan area, and many of these items are most common in 

a highly urbanized and industrial society. And it is true that, 

while the majority of the churches of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 

•Synod are classified as urban, yet its strength is to be found in 

the small town, the small city and the city, rather than in the areas 

where the population is highly concentrated. That shift in church 

work is still in the future for this synod, although the trend is 

already in that direction. Another reason is found in the fact 

that 45 or 27.1 per cent of the pastors responding graduated since 

1950 and another 40 or 24.1 per cent in the previous decade. This 

might suggest a limited experience based on only a few years in 
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the active ministry. One thing seems certain, and that is that here 

is great need for these responses to move from the •A11 category into 

the realm of actual experience. 

When they do, the responses suggest that the balance will fall 

into the category of pastoral responsibility. Our pastors, even in 

those ~nstances where they were first confronted with a situation 

which they had not met before, were more ready to place the item 

as a part of their official responsibility than to give it limited 

ethical implications or to make it a purely personal concern. This 

would seem to indicate a willingness to seek the ethical implica

tions of such experiences as were entirely new to them. To 

translate this willingness into p~rposeful pastoral activity will 

be the burden of further discussion in a later chapter. 
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Chapter 8 

~Regional Comparison 

One of the things which this study gave us an opportunity to 

do was to compare the regions of the country in which our churches 

are found. Since 75 per cent of the membership of the Missouri 

Synod is concentrated in a twelve-state area in the midwest, this 

would quite naturally became one region to which we might give 

special attention. As a contrast the East Coast states and the 

West Coast states were also examined. We have already given the 

comparisons on the various items. It is time now to take a 

closer look at· the results. 

It was quite obvious as the results were tabulated that the 

responses from the East Coast seemed to lead all the rest in the 

social sensitivity manifested. To what extent however? On 44 or 

72 per cent of the 60 items the East Coast scored highest of all 

in placing that item in the area of pastoral responsibility. On 

9 or 14.5 per cent of the items, every pastor responding had made 

that item a matter of official concern. On one item (speaking the 

truth under oath) this 100 per cent response was shared also by 

the pastors on the West Coast. These 44 items included all four 

i terns under Drinking and Alcoholism, three of four i terns under 

Labor RelationS, four of five items under War, all five items under 

General, all four items under Race Relations, three of six items 

under Government, all five it ems under Social Classes, five of 
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eitht items under Economic Decisions, all five items under Marriage 

and the Family, and two of three items under Political Activity. 

On eleven or 18.3 per cent of the 60 items the West Coast 

scored highest of all in making them a part of pastoral responsi

bility. These items were (l) featherbedding in labor unions, (2) 

betting on a horse race where legal, (3) justifying a state of war 

against an aggressor, (4) children in jail with adult offenders, 

(5) ~acketeers investing in legitimate enterprises, (6) gangsters 

demanding a cut to protect against damages, (7) government assum

ing all major responsibilities for poor and sick, (8) understanding 

just determinction of price as being "all that the traffic will 

bear", (9) destroying crops to keep up the price, (10·) playing slot 

machines where legal and (ll) speaking the truth under oath (a 

score shared with the pastors on the East Coast). 

The Missouri Synod Heartland scored highest on the following 

six or 10 per cent of the items: (l) communities passing "blue 

lews", (2) misrepresentation of goods to get a better price, (3) 

secularism in public education, (4) teaching evolution as the only 

scientifically acceptable ex~lanation, (5) federal aid to Christian 

Day Schools and (6) running for political office. 

On forty-four or 72 per cent of the 60 items there was less 

than five per cent difference between the responses given by the 

total group of those checking pastoral responsibility and those 

given by the pastors in the Missouri Synod Heartland. On thirteen 

or 21.6 per cent of the 60 items the Missouri Synod 11eartland scored 



higher than the total group of responses. These thirteen included 

all of the six items in which the Missouri Synod Heartland scored 

highest (Cf. preceding paragraph) plus the following: (7) alcoholism 

as a grave problem facing society, (8) playing cards for limited 

stakes, (9) roots of juvenile delinquency, (10) inte~arriage 

between members of different races, (11) uncritical patriotism, 

(12) determining ,a fair profit and (13) truthfulness in a political 

campaign. 

On thirteen or 21.6 per cent of the items the West Coast scored 

higher than the East Coast. These items include, of course, those 

in which the West Coast scored highest of all (see above) and, in 

addition, (12) government versus private enterprise and (13) 

misrepresentation of goods to get a better price . 

On forty-three or 69.4 per cent of the items, however, the East 

Coast scored higher than the West Coast. 

The West Coast and the Missouri Synod Heartland shared honors 

(?) for having the lowest scores on the various items, with the West 

Coast having the lowest scores on 29 or 28 .1 per cent of all items 

(nearly one-half) and the Missouri Synod Heartland having the lowest 

score on 24 or 39 .8 per cent of all items. 

Looking more closely we discover that on the West Coast these 

low scores (in relation to pastoral responsibility) include three 

of four items under Drinking and Alcoholism, all four items under 

Race Relations, three of six items under Government, three of five 

items under Social Classes, and all three items under Education. 
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The low scores in the Missouri Synod Heartland included three 

of four under Labor Relations, three of five under War, four of 

five under Juvenile Delinquency and Crime, three of five under 

Marriage and the Family. 

On three or 5 per cent of the items the East Coast scored 

lowest of all, i.e., had the fewest number of pastors accepting the 

item as a pastoral responsibility . These items were (1) playing 

slot machines where illegal, (2) government versus private enter

prise and (3) misrepresentation of goods to get a better price . 

Why these differences? In only a few cases is any sort of clear 

pattern discernible. In the area of Education it is quite clear why 

the Missouri Synod Heartland should lead and the West Coast lag, for 

it is in the Midwest that we find the greatest DUmber ot Christian 

Day Schools, the largest and best organized in terms of enrollment 

and facilities. On the West Coast the interest in Christian Day 

Schools is quite lively in southern California, but in the Pacific 

Northwest the program of Christian education is very much in its 

infancy. 

The Missouri Synod Heartland also led in the area of running 

for political office and this, too, is understandable. We have 

already pointed out the comparative strength of the Missouri Synod 

by states. In some midwest states the Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod is the second, thrrd or fouDth largest single denomination. 

In some local communities they are the dominant group . Their 

interest in government in such cases will certainly be greater by 
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necessity. Ideally, of course, this concern for government ought 

not depend upon population. In fact, the score for the item on 

running for political office (total: 76.9 per cent) ought to match 

the score on the item on being honest in paying taxes (total: 96 

per cent). The low scores in the Missouri Synod Heartland in the 

labor relations area might reflect the concentration of membership 

in leas highly industrialized centers. The problems under crime, 

too, are those associated with metropolitan centers. The scores 

under Marriage and the Family were so close in all three regional 

areas that this variation does not seem to be important. 

Why should the East Coast pastors provide the highest scores 

in nearly 75 per cent of the items? The total number of high 

scores as well as the range of difference between their scores and 

those of other regions seems to indicate a much more emphatic under

standing of the significance of these problems. One reason might 

be the fact that they are serving, generally, in areas of greater 

population concentration would create this greater awareness. 

These are problema that arise out of group living, no matter how 

much they finally depend upon individual choices. The pressures 

of group living are certainly greater, comparatively, along the 

Eastern seaboard than farther west. 

It is more difficu1t to discern a pattern in the low scores 

shown by pastors on the West Coast. Why the low scores under the 

category of Drinking and Alcoholism? Is this still an evidence of 

the frontier--the hard drinking, saloon type approach we associate 



with pioneer settlements? Is there a relationship, for example, 

between the attitude of church members in this respect who live in 

the San Francisco Bay area and the fact that San Francisco is 

reported to have the highest rate of alcoholism in the United States? 

Paradoxically, in Washington and Oregon the sale of hard liquor is 

a state monopoly and the flaunting of the sale of liquor appears 

less blatant. Why the lower scores under the category of race rela

tions? It is true that the pressures of non-white population are not 

as insistent in the urban centers on the West Coast and therefore 

the problem does not appear as Unmediate. On the other hand, the 

history of the West Coast in relation to Oriental and Mexican minori

ties is as miserable as that of the Deep South in relation to 

Negroes, which should create the same kind of awareness on the part 

of the West Coast pastors as that to be found on the East Coast, 

where immigrant groups and other minorities have certainly forced 

the Church to consider its relation to these groups . 

Although there is no clear indication, it would appear that in 

few of the major categories is there evidence of leadership. 

Enlightenment, but not full understanding or the deeper awareness 

which places the life and circumstances of men into the framework 

of an order of creation and redemption, which operates with an 

enlightenment that grows out of spiritual regeneration. The very 

fact that we have sought an explanation in the spirit of the frontier, 

in the concentration of population , or in any other of the explana

tions through which sociology or economics as a discipline seek an 
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answer betrays the extent to which the world is able to influence 

the church, rather than the church finding its answers· in its own 

life and outlook, and then being able to exert its mm influence 

upon those outside its community. 

There camas to mind here a comment by Joseph Sittler in his 

essay "The Structure of Christian Ethics". He writes 

"The structure of Christian ethics ground{s) every 
subsequent assertion in the drama of God's work. 
God does the redemptive and restorative deed, ~nd 
God creates the response which is man's reception 
of it. So adequate are the God-initiated vitalities 
there deployed that evangelical ethics is under no 
necessity to import into its basic structure pre
suppositions from the rich and ennobling traditions 
of philosophical thought about the good, the valu
able, etc. This is by no means to deny that philo
sophical ethical reflection has served to sensitize 
men to the centrality and complexity of ethical 
problems by its work of analysis and destruction 
of illusions. The continuing philosophical concern 
with the idea of natural law, inclusive but per
sistent, is an instance of the fact that all 
efforts Of man to know what he ought to do drive 
him into transindividual areas of his existence 
-. ·•••The enormous literature of philosophical 
ethics is in this sense a profound and moving 
confessional which confirms and the relevance of 
the radical drama of redemption which the 
Christian faith declares." (15, p. lO-ll) 

What Sittler here says regarding philosophy is true of the 

social sciences as well. While we may employ their language, their 

definitions, their insights, the most thorough and effective approach 

of the Christian will grow out of his relation of his Christian 

understanding of redemption-restoration to his own life and that of 

his neighbor in.their community. But that approach stands as the 

ideal. It is still historically true that Christians and Christian 
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pas.tors remain too much the product of their "un-Christian" environ

ment, of the outgrowth of their own history, living an a sort of 

halH-world, which is neither Christian nor non-Christian, but which 

reflects some of the values of both. 

The explanations offered above are not to be thought of as 

final conclusions, but rather as tentative hypotheses which will 

undoubtedly be given additional investigation. They represent a 

reasoned effort to take into account the facts revealed in the 

responses as well as information which is a commonly accepted part 

of regional descriptions • .As such they are not unrelated to the 

situation nor the findings of this study. At the same time no one 

should consider them to be the only possible answer. 
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Chapter 9 

An Inquiry I!.!iQ. Past Learning In The Social Sciences 

The final section of the questionnaire was introduced with 

this request: "As you recall your theological training in our 

Synodical schools (both preparatory and seminary), how often do 

you recall that insight and information was given you in these 

various areas?• Then followed ten items covering major social 

issues and areas (Cf. page 30) and a rating scale running from 

"frequently" through "occasionally• and •seldom• to "never". 

(Cf. Appendix E, Table V) 

Two limitations must at once be recognized. One pastor 

pointed one of them out very frankly, when at the end after having 

duly checked the scale, he added: "What if I have forgotten a 

number of subjects or topics discussed or taught at our college or 

seminary 20 years ago~ Would not my failure to remember cause an 

unfair, incomplete picture of our schools or of their instruction?• 

This must certainly be kept in mind. The factor of forgetfulness 

and the passage of time can dull the edge of memory only too 

quickly. 

And yet we are counting also upon the kind of memory which 

good instruction does evoke. The writer, personally, cannot 

remember some twenty-five years ago any challenging presentations 

on labor relations, racial discrimination, the role of government 

(and this in the burgeoning era of the New Deal~) or the changing 
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status of parent-child relationships. Yet he does remember vividly 

presentations of Greek, Roman and Medieval History, instruction in 

Latin and readings in Schiller and Goethe, the marvel of finding 

more in Vergil's Aeniad than declensions and conjugations, and the 

painstaking care put upon enunciation in public speaking. Since 

that is so, we are counting upon it that where discussions in the 

realm of the social sciences were vivid and meaningful there will 

be enough remembering to make this section of some va lue--value 

particularly for the future, for the past can be understood and 

interpreted, but it cannot be und one. 

The second limitation can also be summarized in a qu otation 

from a comment written at the conclusion of one of the question

naires. It was observed that "during my training days many of the 

above items had not yet assumed the nature of serious problems, and 

so the consideration given them was of a general nature. But times 

have changed~" We do not accept this comment unqualifiedly. The 

problem of discrimination, for example, was as pressing 50 years 

ago as it is now in its denial of basic human rights to individuals 

who were entitled to this consideration not only on a humanitarian 

basis, but on constitutional grounds as well. Other trends, 

industrialization, urbanization, labor organization, the role of 

government did not stand in as sharp a focus, even though discerning 

spirits were already keenly aware of the direction in which Western 

society was moving and could point to ultimate considerations which 

have now been realized. But the curricular framework for ministerial 
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training in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 25 or 35 years ago, 

as we have outlined it earlier, did not lend itself as easily to 

the discussion of these matters . Indeed, thirty-five years is a 

long time ago for most of the social sciences in education 

generally. 

However, these considerations must be kept in mind as we now 

look at the responses to this portion of our inquiry. Taking the 

responses as a whole, 45 or 27.1 per cent recalled hearing about 

secular education in the public schools "frequently"; 13 or 7.8 

per cent recalled hearing about vice and criminal activities 

"frequently"; 10 or 6 per cent recalled hearing about the effects 

of city life and also of racial discrimination "frequently"; 6 or 

3.6 per cent recalled hearing about parent-child relationships 

"frequently"; 5 or 3 per cent recalled hearing about participation 

in government and politics and also about business ethics "fre

quently"; 3 or 1.8 per cent recalled hearing about the effects of 

industrialization and -government control "frequently"'• None could 

recall hearing about the organization of labor unions "frequently". 

Could this last throw some light also on the homes framwhich the 

majority of the faculties and student bodies of the Lutheran Church

Missouri Synod were drawn? 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland, under the "frequently" column, 

the first four items were the same as those under "total responses", 

and in that order, viz, secular education 30 or 31.2 per cent; vice 

and criminal activities, 9 or 9.4 per cent; · r•cial discrimination 
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8 or 8.3 per cent; effects of city life, 6 or 6.2 per cent; parent

child relationships, 4 or 4.2 per cent; participation in government 

and politics and business ethics, both 3 or 3.1 per cent; govern

ment control and effects of industrialization, both 2 or 2.1 per 

cent and organization of labor unions, none. 

On the East Coast the distribution under 11 frequently 11 was 

secular education, 6 or 33 per cent; vice and criminal activities, 

2 or 11 per cent; parent-child relationships, business ethics, 

racial discrimination, government control, participation in govern

ment and politics, effects of city life, all lor 5.5 per cent; 

and effects of industrialization and organization of labor unions, 

both none. 

On the West Coast. the distribution under 11 frequently 11 was 

secular education 3 or 18.1 per cent; vice and criminal activities 

and effects of city life, both 2 or 12 per cent; parent-child 

relationships, business ethics and racial discrimination, all 1 or 

6 per cent; and effects of industrialization, organization of labor 

unions, government control and participation in government and 

politics, all none. 

It is apparent then that this comparatively small proportion of 

any of the four groups (never more than one-third) heard most fre

quently, as they remembered, about secular education in the public 

schools, vice and criminal activities, racial discrimination and the 

effects of city life. Those ranking lowest among the items checked 

"frequently" were organization of labor unions, effects of 
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government and poli1ics. 

Turning to the "oc~asional• column, we find among all responses 

that the item recalled being heard most "occasionally" was, again, 

secular education in the public schools, 81 or 48.7 per cent. 

Second was participation in government and politics, 74 or 44.5 

per cent. Third was parent-child relationships, 71 or 42.7 per 

cent. Fourth was business ethics, 58 or 34.9 per cent. Fifth, 

. racial discrimination , 52 or 31.2 per cent. Sixth, effects of city 

life, 48 or 28.9 per cent. Seventh, vice and criminal activities, 

47 or 28.3 per cent. Eighth, effects of industrialization, 38 or 

23.5 per cent. Ninth , government control, 26 or 15.6 per cent. 

Tenth, organization of labor unions, 21 or 12.6 per cent. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland the responses under "oc€asional" 

column placed them in this or·der. First, parent-child relationships, 

47 or _48 ~9 per cent. Second, participation in government and poli

-tics, 44 or 45.8 per cent. Third, secular education in the public 

schools, 42 or 43.7 per cent. Fourth, business ethics, 34 or 35·4 · 

per cent. Fifth, racial discrimination, vice and criminal activi

ties and effects of city life, all 33 or 33·3 per cent. Sixth, 

effects of industrialization, 25 or 26 per cent. Seventh, govern

ment control, 16 or 16.6 per cent. Eight, organization of labor 

unions, 15 or 15~6 per cent. 
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on the East Coast those recalling hearing "ocr asionally" 

ranked 'the items in this manner. First, secular education in the 
I 

public schools and participation in government and politics, both 

9 or 50 per cent. Second, parent-child relationships, 8 or 44 per 

cent. Third, effects of industrialization, 7 cr 38.5 per cent. 

Fourth, business ethics and racial discrimination, both 6 or 33 · 

per cent. Fifth, effects of city life, 4 or 22 per cent. Sixth, 

vice and criminal activities, 3 or 16.5 per cent. And seventh, 

government control and organization of labor unions, both 2 or 11 

per cent. 

Qn the West Coast the "occasional" scores were, first, secular 

education in the public schools, 10 or 72 per cent. Second, busi

ness ethics and participation in government and politics, both 7 or 

43.1 per cent. Third, parent-child relationships, 5 or 31 per cent. 

Fourth, racial discrimination and vice and criminal activities, both 

4 or 25 per cent. Fifth, government control, 3 or ~8 .1 per cent. 

Sixth, effects of industrialization and effects of city life, both 

2 or 12 per cent. Seventh , organization of labor unions, which 

none recalled hearing "occasionally". 

And so it appears that those topics recalled as being heard 

most "occasionally" were secular education in public schools, parent-

child relationships, and participation in government and politics. 

The topics at the bottom of the list were organization of labor 

unions, government control, and effects of industrialization (the 
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latter with the exception of the East Coast where vice and criminal 

activites ranked third lowest). 

The dividing line on a rating scale such as this, of course, is 

between "occasionally" and "seldom". That becomes apparent as we 

now look at the ranking of those topics which were recalled as being 

spoken of "seldom". Among all responses the topic receiving the 

highest score in the "seldom" column was organization of labor 

unions, 65 or 39.1 per cent. Second was effects of city life and 

vice and criminal activities, both with 63 or 37.9 per cent. Third, 

participation in government and politics and racial discrimination, 

both with 61 or 36.7 per cent. Fourth, business ethics, 59 or 35.5 

per cent. Fifth, effects of industrialization, 54 or 32.5 per cent. 

Sixth, parent-child relationships, 53 or 31.9 per cent. Seventh, 

government control, 52 or 31.3 per cent. Eighth, secular education 

in the public schools, 31 or 18.6 per cent. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland the "seldom" ranking went in 

this order. Thirty-five or 36.4 per cent had "seldom• heard the 

organization of labor unions discussed. Thirty-four or 35.4 per 

cent had "seldom" heard vice or criminal activities dis~ussed. 

Thirty-two or 34.3 per cent had •seldom" heard the effects of 

industrialization or participation in government and politics dis

cussed. Thirty or 31.2 per cent had "seldom" heard racial discri

mination discussed. Twenty-nine or 30.2 per cent had "seldom" 

heard the effects of city life discussed. Twenty-eight or 29.1 

per cent had "seldom" heard government control discussed. Twenty-two 
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or 22.9 per cent had "seldom" heard parent-child relationships dis

cussed, and 18 or 18.7 per cent had "seldom" heard secular 

education in the public schools discussed. 

On the East Coast 10 or 55 per cent recalled that they had 

"aeldom" heard the effects of city life discussed. Nine or 50 per 

cent had "seldom" heard either racial discrimination or the organi

zation of labor unions discussed. Eight or 44 per cent had "seldom" 

heard either government control or vice and criminal activities 

discussed. Seven or 38.5 per cent had "seldom" heard either business 

ethics or participation in government and politics discussed. Six or 

33 per cent had "seldom" heard either parent-child relationships or 

the effects of industrialization discussed. Three or 16.5 per cent 

had nseldom" heard secular education in the public schools discussed. 

On the West Coast 9 or 56 per cent h~d "seldom" heard either 

parent-child relationships or the organization of labor unions dis

cussed. Eight or 50 per cent had "seldom" heard racial discrimina

tion discussed. Seven or 43.1 per cent recalled "seldom" hearing 

either participation in government or the effects of city life 

discussed. Six or 37 per cent recalled "seldom" hearing the effects 

of industrialization, business ethics, or vice and criminal activi

ties discussed. Five or 31 per cent recalled "seldom" hearing 

government control discussed. Two or 12 per cent recalled "seldom" 

hearing secular education in public schools discussed. 

Turning now to those items which the pastors responding recalled 

"never" hearing discussed, we find this ranking among all responses. 
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Seventy-nine or 47.5 per cent recalled "never" hearing government 

control discussed. Seventy-five or 45.1 per cent recalled "never" 

hearing the organization of labor unions discussed. Sixty-six or 

39.7 per cent recalled "never" hearing the effects of industriali

zation discussed. Forty or 24.1 per cent recalled "never" hearing 

either the effects of city life of business ethics discussed. 

Thirty-eight or 22.9 per cent recalled "never" hearing racial dis

crimination or vice and criminal activities discussed. Thirty or 

18 per cent recalled "never" hearing parent-child relationships 

discussed. Twenty-one or 12.6 per cent recalled "never" hearing 

participation in government and politics discussed. Five or 3 per 

cent recalled "never" hearing secular education in public schools 

discussed. 

In the Missouri Synod Heartland the lineup is virtually the 

same as that of the total responses. In their order, they are 

gov·ernment control, 45 or 46.8 per cent; organization of labor 

unions, 42 or 43·7 per cent; effects of industrialization, 34 or 

35.4 per cent; effects of city life, 24 or 25 per cent; business 

ethics, 23 or 23.9 per cent; racial discrimination, 21 or 21.8 per 

cent; parent-child relationships, 18 or 18.7 per cent; vice and 

criminal activities, 16 or 16.6 per cent; participation in govern

ment and politics, 13 or 13.5 per cent; secular education in the 

public schools, 3 or 3.1 per cent. 

There is some small variation in the order on the East Coast. 

Seven or 38.5 per cent recalled "never" hearing either government 
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control or organization of labor unions discussed Five or 27.5 

per cent recalled •never• hearing either effects of industrializa

tion or vice and criminal activities discussed. Four or 22 per cent 

recalled •never• hearing busines·s ethics discussed. Three or 16.5 

per cent recalled •never• hearing effects of city life oa parent

child relationships discussed. Two or 11 per cent recalled •never• 

hearing racial discrimination discussed. One or 5.5 per cent 

recalled •never• hearing participation in government and politics 

discussed. All recalled hearing secular education in the public 

schools discussed at least to same extent. 

On the West Coast 8 or 50 per cent recalled •never• hearing 

either government control or the Jffects of industrialization 

discussed. Seven or 43.1 per cent recalled •never• hearing the 

organization of labor unions discussed. Five or 31 per cent recalled 

•never• hearing the effects of city life discussed. Four or 25 per 

cent recalled •never• hearing vice and criminal activities discussed. 

Three or 18.1 per cent recalled •never• hearing racial discrimina

tion discussed. Two or 12 per cent recalled •never• hearing busi

ness ethics or participation in government and politics discussed, 

and 1 or 6 per cent recalled •never• hearing parent-child relation

ships or secular education in the public schools discussed. 

It is apparent tram this that the items most remembered as 

being heard most frequently discussed in their professional training 

were secular education in the public schools, parent-child relation

ships and participation in government and politics. 
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The topics which they recalled hearing discussed the least were 

the organization of labor unions, effects of industrialization and 

government control. Busi~ess ethics and effects of city life 

occupied a middle position as did racial discrimination and vice and 

criminal act i vi t1 es • 

We feel that there is a relationship between the results of the 

responses in this section and the responses in the previous section 

of the questionnaire. There, you will recall, it was labor relations 

and economic decisions which ranked lowest in social awareness among 

the major categories. 

The final request of the questionnaire read •Now look over the 

above list (the list we have just finished discussing) and place a 

circle around the •x••s of areas which you have found of particular 

significance in your ministry at the present time•. This request 

vas an attempt to discover which particular problems loomed largest 

to the pastors in their present ministry. In answering they could 

check one of the ten topics or they could check them all. Most 

checked a number of them. 

The results, on the basis of all the questionnaires, put 

parent-child relationships in first place, with 113 or 67.8 per cent 

indicating this as a matter of particular significance at this time. 

Secular education in the public schools ranked second with 105 or 

63.2 per cent of the responses. Racial discrimination was third, 

with 70 or 42.1 per cent. In fourth place vas the effect of city 

life, with 66 or 39.7 per cent checking this item. Vice and 
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criminal activities vas fifth, with 50 or ,30.1 per cent. Government 

control and business ethics shared sixth place, both with 49 or 29.5 

per cent. Participation in government and polities was seventh 

with 42 or 25 •.3 per cent. The effects of industrialization vas 

eighth with ,38 or 22.9 per cent. In last place was organization of 

labor unions, with ,31 or 18.6 per cent. 

· In the Missouri Synod Heartland the ranking vas somewhat 

different, after the first two topics. Here parent-child relation

ships were also first with 64 or 66.6 per cent. _Secular education 

in the public schools was second with 61 or 6,3 .4 per cent. In third 

place was the effect of city life with .37 or 38.5 per cent. Racial 

discrimination was fourth with 33 or 34·3 per cent. In fifth place 

was business ethics with 31 or 32.2 per cent. Government control 

was sixth, as was vice and criminal .activities, both with 29 or 30.2 

per cent. In seventh place was participation in government and 

politics with 23 or 23.9 per cent. The effects of industrialization 

was eighth with 21 or 21.8 per cent. Last place was occupied with 

organization of labor unions, 17 or 17.7 per cent. 

The East Coast shared the first four rankings with the total 

responses. First, parent-child relationships, 16 or 88 per cent. 

Second, secular education in the public schools, 14 or 77 per cent. 

Third, racial discrimination, 12 or 66 per cent. Fourth, effects 

of city life, 10 or 55 per cent. In fitth place was effects of 

industrialization, 6 or 33 per cent. Business ethics and vice and 

criminal activities shared sixth place, 5 or 27.5 per cent. 
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Organization of labor unions was seventh, 4 or 22 per cent. Parti

cipation in government and politics had 3 or 16.5 per cent to bring 

up the rear in this ranking. 

The West Coast also agreed with the total responses, as well as 

with the Missouri Synod Heartland and the East Coast concerning the 

first two rankings. First was parent-child relationships, 12 or 75 

. per cent. Second, secular education in the public schools, 10 or 

62 per cent. ln third place was effects of city life, 9 or 56 per 

cent. Government control was fourth, 8 or 50 per cent. Partici

pation in government and politics was fifth, 7 or 43.1 per cent. 

Sixth place was shared by two topics, business ethics and racial 

discrimination, both with 6 or 37 per cent. There were two topics 

also in seventh place, organization of labor unions and vice and 

crtminal activities, 5 or 31 per cent. In last place was the effects 

of industrialization with 2 or 12 per cent. 

A number of these topics are closely related to each other. 

Certainly the relation between city life, industrialization and 

labor organizations is quite apparent. Closely allied to these 

are vice and criminal activities. Parent-child relations hips in 

our society cannot be under•tood without probing the structure ot 

an urban-industrial society. The role of government is becoming 

increasingly significant over against industry and labor. 

Yet the examination of these choices in their order seem to 

indicate that these relationships are not as well understood as 

they ought to be. The effects of city life in this list of total 
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responses, for ex~ple, can be in fourth place, but the effects of 

industrialization in eighth. In the Missouri Synod Heartland the 

effects of city life can be ranked as the third most pressing 

problem, the effects of industrialization, eighth. The East Coast 

brings them rather close together, but the West Coast follows the 

pattern of the total group and of the Missouri Synod Heartland. 

It seems also that on the basis of these responses we can say 

that pastoral concern centers closely upon the home and the school, 

but has not reached out to include the vital areas of work and 

government. Can the rather high ranking of racial discrimination 

be an indication, again, of the fact that the Christian Church 

becomes concerned about a matter only after everyone else does? The 

rather high ranking of vice and criminal activities (50) ahead of 

such areas as government control, business ethics, participation 

in government and polities, effects of industrialization and organi

zation of labor unions, among the total responses as to significant 

areas of pastoral concern at the present ttme gives rise to same 

speculation. Could this, as in the case of racial discrimination, 

be caused by the impact which mass communication makes through its 

headlines? It's in the news, so everyone becomes concerned, but a 

moment's reflection reminds us that our mass communication media 

are most concerned with the exceptional. Other matters, often more 

important in the long run, are stuck on an inside page, if they 

appear at all. This, at least, is a possible reason and a plausible 

one. 
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~ ilia R.J?QLTS gm_ CONCWSIONS 

Chapter 10 

The Social Sciences ana Ministerial Effectiveness 

M. Reyioyecl sm. na, Basis 2t TIW_ Survey 

There are eight observatiollS whi-ch grow out of the data 

assembled from this survey. They will be listed first and then 

briefly discussed. 

1. Greater emphasis must be placed upon instruction in a 

number of the social science categories as indicated by the results 

of the questionnaire. (These will be listed and discussed below.) 

2. The role of the Christian faith and of the Christian Church 

as a social force as well as its relation to the individual must be 

seen with greater clarity. 

3· The specific way in which the Christian religion and the 

Christian Church is to make its voice heard in relation to social 

problems must be clearly detinet. 

4• There must be keener insight into the role of the Christian 

religion and of the Christian Church as a leading influence upon 

society, rather than as something which tags along. 

5. The historical perspective in which the broader trends can 

be viewed ani of which individual decisions are a part, must be much 

more emphatically presented. 
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6. In the same connection the inner relationships of the 

various specific social science categories must be spelled out. 

7• Insight, awareness, sensitivity must be followed by 

dedicate4: action, a consecrated compulsion that is never content 

to leave these matters as •somebody else's business•. The manner 

in which the Christian Church is to !£imust be thoroughly explored. 

8. There must be a rea~iness to move into such area& as the 

changing structure or society may require. The basic functions 

of the home, school, church, vocation (the job) and state may 

remain the same. The torms change and the Christian Church must 

be alert to the changes as they occur and adjust its ·own approach 

to keep in touch. 

It seems quite apparent on the basis ot the responses that 

the neglected areas of social science are those concerning labor 

relations, economic decisions, war, social classes, juvenile 

delinquency and crime, race relations and government control. 

In an endeavor to make our lot a little easier it is commonly said 

that •religion and business don't mix• or •religion and politics 

don't mix•. And so we have seale4 off certain essential and 

important activities and. have tried to make our decisions in these 

areas outside a religious context and apart from the guidance and 

power of religious taith. Perhaps same of this thinking has led 

also these pas-tors to believe that these areas of human activity 

and concern are lese important than those of home and school. At 
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any rate they have indicated less social awareness of problems in 

these areas than in others. 

The fact of the matter is that there is no area of life or 

activity which lies outside and apart from Christian faith. The 

deepest motivations of human activity can be seen in the structure 

of social classes, in the patterns of race relations, in the forms 

which economic decisions take, in the steps that lead to war and 

the frightening expedients and horrible cost while engaged in it. 

Nor can we in our Western society ignore the functioning of labor 

organizations with the monopoly which they have already achieved in 

many of the activities through which men make their living. This 

is particularly important to the Lutheran Church, for a recent 

article in LOOK Magazine {22, p. 86) reminded that •Lutherans have 

more members in u.s. Labor unions than any other denomination except 

the Roman Catholic'. Instruction in these various categories must 

be much more thorough than it seems to have bs:en in the past. This 

is of vital importance to the program of the preparatory schools for 

it is on this level that much of the ground-work is laid for the 

understanding of social ph~nama, for tracing its history, for 

indicating the relationship of the Christian religion and the 

Christian Church to its solution. 

This seems like a. big task for the modest curricular offerings 

now in effect on both the junior and senior college levels. It may 

well be that an additional course, beyond the introduction course•, 

and concentrating upon social problems areas ought to be provided. 
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The one certainly cannot take the place of the other~ To concentrate 

upon the problems without first explaining processes and probing 

into historical background is again to take the short view which 

would break down the whole matter of responsibility to individual 

decisions based upon inadequate understanding. On the other hand, 

in a single course to develop thouroughly the understanding of social 

processes and provide a sound historical perspective leaves little 

time to bring the discussion up to date. Ana these matters cannot 

be lett in the past. The past must be appreciated in order to 

understand the present, but the immediacy of social responsibility 

is the very essence of the Christian Church's lite and work. 

The second major conclusion stated the view that the role of 

the Christian taith and of the Christian Church as a social force, 

as well as its relation to the individual, must be seen with greater 

clarity. One of the great strengths of the Lutheran Church as a 

Christian denomination has been its emphasis upon •Seelsorge•, 

the care of souls, the attention paid to the spiritual need of the 

individual. The genius of the Protestant Reformation was found in 

its emphasis upon the individual~-the individual must be responsible 

tor his taith, the right of private judgment, the priesthood~ all 

believers, the necessity of education tor each individual so that 

he might know tor himself the source of his relationship to God 

through the redemption of Christ. In the Lutheran Church~issouri 

Synod this •seelsorge1 has been encouraged by urging congregations 

to remain comparatively small (arouna 500 communicant members) so 
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that the pastor could remain in close touch with his parishioners. 

But this is not enough. Jerald Bruaer writes: 1 A true 

concern for the neighbor himself drives a man to take into con

sideration that neighbor's total involvement, or, in other words, 

the entire community in which he lives. One cannot be satisfied 

simply with alleviating his immediate personal needs, though this 

must be done. The point is that a Christian cannot stop his 

ethical responsibility just by bringing temporary immediate relief 

to one in need. The man of faith must consider what has brought 

his neighbor to this plight and what must be done so that he is no 

longer misused.• (14, ,. 14-15) 

If this is so, then it follows that the Christian faith and 

the Christian Church must be a social force, speaking not just to 

an individual in his immediate predicament but to society as such, 

one's neighbor's •total envolvement•, the entire community. In 

order that this be done, there must first of all be the recognition 

and the conviction that this is a legitimate function of the 

Christian faith and the Christian Church, and that both fail if it 

is not carried out. It is this truth which must be seen with greater 

clarity. This we gather fran the responses through the fact that 

the items which received the highest scores in relation to pastoral 

concern were those which seemed tomwell more upon an individual's 

problem or need and those which showed less immediate concern were 

those which viewed larger social issues, as for example, government 

versus private enterprise. 
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We have already commented upon the fact that the great 

•popularity• of such items as 1 honesty in paying taxes• or •speaking 

the truth under oath• seamed to indicate a great awareness of 

specific issues confronting specific individuals, while others which 

involved a deeper study of the broader trends were not recognized 

vith the same discermnent. Therefore , sane time must be spent 

reminding that the Christian religion has something to say to society 

as well as to its parts. It has something to say about the broader 

social issues as well as about the specific characteristics which 

combine to make these issues. The Christian Church as the human 

voice of this faith must recognize the _necessity and importance of 

serving society also in this capacity. Harold c. Letts, the editor 

of the three volume symposium •Christian Social Responsibility• 

states in the preface to these volumes: •Churches have become 

aware that they have been living too much in isolation. They have 

found themselves unable to speak clearly and pertinently to this 

crisis in culture•. (13, P• v) 

The third major conclusion referred to the specific way in 

which the Christian religion and the Christian Church is to make 

its voice heard in relation to social problems. This way must be 

clearly dofined. In pre-Reformation days of European history the 

church as an institution in society did not hesitate to aasume for 

itself all peerogatives of leadership. Bitter battles were fought 

to assure the Pope's right to declare who should rule over the Holy 

Raman Empire and the individual nations into which it later split. 
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King Henry at Canossa, barefooted in the wintry snow, is a vivid 

Gample. Henry VIII of England battled in early Reformation times' 

over the same issue. In the very Era of the Reformation the Swiss 

communities where Calvin and ZWingli labored demonstrated that this 

approach was no Reman Catholic monopoly. The establis~ed churches 

in Virginia and Massachusetts are prime illustrations in our own 

history. Is the Christian Church to use the power of law and of 

the sword in acting as a social force? Is the Christian Church to 

organize itself as a pressure group to influence legislation, to 

threaten boycotts, to use the techniques of threats and inttmidation 

to make sure that injustices are eliminated and that the welfare of 

society (as it sees it) is promoted? Certainly the Lutheran Church 

in this country has indicated its suspicion of such an approach. 

This, too, has an historical background, for many Lutherans came to 

this country to escape the tyranny which a state church tmposed upon 

them. Perhaps as a result of this the Lutheran Church, more than 

most denominations, has bent over backward to avoid such an insti

tutional involvement. But in so doing it has perhaps fallen into 

the other extreme, namely of feeling that it dare never act or 

apeak, or encourage its members aa individual members to act or 

speak as Lutheran Christians in behalf of the social issues that 

called for witness and inYolvement. 

It is of the greatest tmportamce, then, that the specific way 

in which the Christian religion and the Christian Church is to make 

its voice heard be clearly defined. It is not within the scope of 
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which demands thorough attention on the preparatory leYel. Rather 

it belongs among those subjects which require attention at the 

Seminary. Nevertheless, the relationship between this point and 

the one preceding must be recognized even in an initial inYestiga

tion, and the awareness created that one of the great responsibi

lHies of the Christian religion ani of the Christian Church is 

to find such ways of making its voice heard as are ccmpatible to its 

very nature ana manner of operation. 

As a fourth major conclusion we have stated that there must be 

a keener insight into the role of the Christian religion and the 

Christian Church as a leading influence upon society, rather than 

something that just tag& along. We are very Dll.Ch aware of the 

criticism which has been made that the Christian Church lag~ behind, 

that it finally makes up its mind after everyone else has done so and 

after it has carefully discovered which way the wind is blowing. We 

are familiar with the charges that the Christian Church has c~ 

pioned the causes of wealth ana property owners as against the poor 

and destitute because the former were in a position to enhance the 

church where the latter were not. We are aware of the fact that 

embittered individuals have accused the Christian Church of taking 

the side of capital as against labor. We are very conscious of the 

fact that civil rights and freedom from discrimination have been 

supported by the state, the school, capital and labor much more 

effectively than by the church, and that abuses in this area are 
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most deeP-seated in the so-called Bible belt of our ~tion. That 

these criticisms are not without same foundation, we cannot deny, 

although we decry the generalization and faulty logic often found 

in many such indictments. 

Nevertheless, it is true that what we seek tram the Christian 

religion and the Christian Church is leadership, rather than fol

lowership. This does not stsm from pride but rather from the 

profound conviction that this is a duty and necessity given to it 

by God Himself, and not something just growing out ot humane 

considerations which any sensitive pagan might accept. And this 

must be true even when as a result society itself would heap ridi

cule and abuse upon the Christian faith, the Christian church and 

the Christian man. We are ashamed for the Christian church when 

this is not done. It is not being true to its obligation to God or 

its neighbor. 

The fact ot the matter is that the Christian Church, neither 

in message or membership, is neither pro-capital nor pro-labor, 

neither anti-the landowner nor anti-the landless. It must rather 

sit in judgment upon all of them as the Word of the Scripture 

itself provides basis tor judgment. It must rather bring to all of 

tham the power ot forgiveness and spiritual regeneration as these 

for.m the theology of the cross and the heart of the Gospel. But it 

is again by virtue of its activities in the realm of grace and 

judgment that it must see its necessity to lead and not to follow. 
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This understanding was not clearly apparent ia the study of 

the responses to the questionnaire. Again ia certain categories 

concerning which there ahould have been great awareness, there was 

not enough. Hence, the conclusion seems to be that instruction in 

the social sciences must do a better job in providing a keener 

insight. 

The fifth major conclusion concerned itself with providing the 

historical perspective so necessary to observe trends and to which 

the many smaller decisions of which the trend is an outgrowth are 

related. It is very easy for a specialist--any specialist--to 

concentrate so completely upon his specialty and his mastery of it 

that he misses the greater movements to which his specialty contri

butes ·and of which it is a part. Tbe pastor is a specialist. He 

cannot, in the very nature of his work, concentrate upon his 

apecialty with the exclusiveness of a laboratory worker or a 

research scientist, but the immediate concerns of his profession 

often require an intense concentration upon one particular task. 

There is 'always next Sunday's sermon, the counselling session this 

afternoon, tomorrow's meeting et the Ladies Aid, Thursday night's 

meeting of the church council, and the unexpected emergency call 

to the hospital or the funeral tomorrow afternaon. · Too frequently 

the farthest projection of his planning or thinking may include an 

exegetical paper for the fall conference. 

And yet as we have seen, the Christian Church and its ministry 

must always think and act historically. The relation of past, 
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present and tuture is inextricably bound in a message that trans

cends time and reaches into eternity, that seeks to be relevant 

not just for a time but always in a given time, and that expects 

to be alert and alive and vital as long as there is such a dimension 

as time. As closely, then, as the work-a-day pastor may be tied up 

with helping Jack and Jane put their marriage back together again, 

or comforting Henry in his bereavement, or guiding the religious 

instruction of Jenny and Joe, he must also understand well the 

world in which Jenny and Joe will be expected to live their reli

gious faith, the circumstances which contributed to Henry's 

bereavement or the social and economic factors which have helped 

to create the marital difficulties of Jack and Jane. 

How shall this be accomplished? Our concern with this is not 

new. No discussion of a curriculum for ministerial training ever 

proceeds very far without reaching this point. Here too the mini

stry is faced with the same problem that confronts every professioR 

in a time of specialization. A Pacific Northwest conference on 

higher eaucation held at Washington State College, Pullman, 

Washington, July 12, 1@)58 gave this problem a great deal of atten

tion. Dr. Walter Gardner is quoted as suggesting that 'the trend 

toward overspecialization in college course work is causing a 

growing number of people to be unaware of what is going on in the 

rest of the world'. (18, p. A9) It was suggested at this meeting 

that educational curricula more thoroughly combine courses of 

liberal arts subjects with studies of all basic sciences. This is 
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but another variation of the Great Books approach, the St. John's 

curriculum, and other plans which have tried to strike a balance 

between the kind of specialization required and the broaaer educa

tional viewpoint that can offer the kind of historical perspective 

that we have been speaking about. This is quite germane to our 

discussion, for when the curriculum for ministerial training for 

the lutheran Church-Missouri Synod was reYised (Cf. p. 17ff), the 

social science disciplines often moved into areas which were 

vacated by specific courses in history. We have already commented 

upon this. The point is simply this: can we afford to cut the 

study of history to the bone without short-changing our professional 

training by depriving our ministerial students of that kind of study 

which will offer the historical perspective which is just as nec

essary as an acquaintanceship with jurisdictional disputes or depth 

psychology? It appears to us that same answer must be sought which 

can assure both the intense close scrutiny as well as the observa

tion of the broader issues in time and group involvement. 

The sixth major conclusion is related to the fifth. It concerns 

the inner relationships of various specific fields. When we examined 

the areas which were reported as being of particular significance at 

the present time, we became aware of the fact that these inner rela

tionships iid not seem to be understood. Effects of city life were 

viewed apart from the effects of industrialization or ~he organiza

tion of labor unioDS. The wide variation in responses for the 

different categories seemed to point in that direction. If that. 
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indeed, 18 the ease, then there is need that these inner relation

ships be clearly enunciated. This is so important that, even if 

it were not, everything possible must be done to make sure that it 

should never became so. This relationship has already been referred 

to and we do not wish to belabor the obvious. Suffice it to say 

that even while the Christian faith does not accept economic 

determinism or biological dete~inism, its own beliefs lead it 

again and again to understand the process of inner relationships as 

they are found in the nature of man and in its whole theocentric 

point of view. An effective pastor must certainly became ~ware of 

the relation of urbanization to parent-child relationships, or of 

industrialization to labor organization. And this awareness must 

always help him to reinterpret the basic issues of faith and love 

upon which the whole life of the Christian community is based, and 

the whole human community, for that matter, if God were to have His 

way. 

Our seventh major conclusion was that insight, awareness and 

sensitivity must be followed by dedicated action. Although we have 

already spoken regarding the specific way in which the church must 

speak, perhaps another word must here be said. Some of the pastors 

who responded to the questionnaire were concerned (and stated as 

much in accompanying letters) that this inquiry should not lead to 

a development of the •social gospel• within the Lutheran Church

Missouri Synod. This term, you will recall, came into popular use 

in the early years of this century when a number of leading 



clergymen, Walter Rauschenbusch ani others, began to advocate 

strongly that the church became more aware of what was going on 

around it. There were those who, in great enthus iaein, took up 

this interest and who began to proclaim that the..mission of the 

church lay entirely i~ this world, in the alleviation of this 

world's ills and injustices, and that it should not conee~n · itself 

with time and eternity, with heaven ana hell, with the preaching 

of the blood of Christ and the redemption of the cross. It was 

this emphasis then, which we understand by the term •social gospel•. 

It appears to us that such a •social gospel• approach to the 

mission and task of the Christian Church would put the church 

where it ought to be to carry out its work but would at the same 

time rob it of the very power it needed to do the task, deprive it 

of the very contribution it was uniquely established to provide. 

The •social• would be there but the •gospel' would not. No, the 

Christian message must remain what God wanted it to be and the 

Christian minister what God wants him to be; but all of these must 

be active in the midst of the difficulties that beset mankind, talk

ing in language that men can understand, speaking directly to their 

nea.a.. It ''would appear from our study that it is preciaellt 'f;bj.a 

latter activity which is missing. The conviction is there, the 

willingness is there, but our ministers do not move with perceptive 

purpose in the society in which they find themselves, a perception 

not only of a given situation, but of how to approach it with a 

Christian solution. 
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Here again we are confronted with a matter that needs con

sideration beyond the preparatory school level, but it should not 

go by unnoticed. We dislike the word •techniques• and the oft-heard 

phrase •group dynamics• as they might be used in relation to this 

problem. They suggest too much the idea that an effective minister 

is one who has gotten an •A• in a course on How to Win Friends and 

Influence People, as thwgh seminary training should be one long 

succession of 1How To Do It• courses, and every graduate... bring to 

his parish a satchel full of tools and a library filled with volumes 

of •Helpful Hints•. Yet the fact remains that the church and its 

ministry must be concerned about a modus operandi, a way of doing 

things that will carry out its task with the effectiveness required. 

As a case in point we cite the efforts of various churches and also 

various corporations in placing •industrial chaplains• in our large 

factories where they may be ready to serve both labor and management 

in solving some of the problems, personal as well as those related 

to their work. This is a tentative •technique•. It is an effort 

to put the church back again into a place where it must be about 

its work. We do not believe that the •industrial Chaplain• is the 

answer, but it is at least an indication that there is an awareness 

and a desire to help. 

Somewhere in the seminary program there ought to be time set 

aside for a thorough discussion of this problem of met.hod. ~ropean 

churches since World War II have used the •academy' approach with 

same success. But this, too, in our opinion, falls short of what 
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is needed. On our own scene the •seminar approach• or the •retreat 

approach• have been used, also as a tentative effort. To illustrate 

further, what pastor is fully aware of the resources available to 

htm in a large urban community? How well does he understand what 

they offer him as well as how these resources may undermine what he 

seeks to do by serving as a substitute? These are a few of the pro

blems connected with this particular consideration. In sum, first 

the Christian church must became aware that action on its part is 

needed. It must then act, but the question still remains, how can 

this be done effectively? 

The final conclusion spoke o~ the readiness with which the 

Christian church must keep pace with the changes which are always 

manifest in a dynamic society, changes which in our own society 

proceed at a dizzy pace. Every student of human culture becomes 

familiar with •cultural lag" and its effect upon society. Such a lag 

can easily affect the Christian church as an institution and its 

ministry. Closely related are the birth-cycle relationships which 

our rapidly changing culture underscores and the conservatism 

inevitably connected with the process of aging. These have their 

good uses, but they are also sources of difficulty and because of 

them the Christian Church rmy find it difficult to keep pace, even 

when its desires might be most nob~e. Certainly the pattern of 

responses seemed to indicate that there must be a continual emphasis 

upon keeping •current•, and that even on the windswept plains of the 

Dakotas or iu the piney woods of eastern Texas. The growth of 
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government control. the impersonality of an •H-bomb• explosion. but 

even more the consuming conviction that the Christian Church has a 

clear and pertinent word to speak in this crisis in our culture is 

•rsument enough for this imperative. 

And so we have came to the end. This study has been made 1 in 

partial fUlfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of 

Arts in General Studies•. We hope that it has met these require

ments. To us it has meant even more • however. If it has helped no 

one else. it has been of help to the writer. sharpening his own 

insight and giving him an even greater awareness of the purpose of 

the Christian Church and its message and the manner through which 

that purpose must be accomplished by men who. though redeemed. remain 

yet sinners. The word of forgiveness. the power of love. the sense 

of community in the Gospel--these are still matters that must be 

an every day concern to the Christian, as significant as holding a 

union card or running for political office. And if this study will 

contribute to making same minister of the Gospel a more effective 

witness, its full value will most certainly be achieved. 

THE END 
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CONCORDIA--------- -------COLLEGE 

2811 N. E. Holman Street 
Portland 11, Oregon 

Dear Brother in Christ: 

I feel quite sure that a matter of cemtinuing interest and eon
cern to you is the training program which our Synod has set up for 
the work of the parish ministry. There may be, from time to time, 
differences of opinion with regard to one phase or another of this 
program, but on one thing we all are agreed, namely, to produce the 
best possible minister of the Gospel for the manifold needs and 
opportunities of our time. 

As I look back upon my own years of experience in the parish 
ministry, I know that that objective remained one of my constant con
cerns. And since- I have been serving on the faculty of one of our 
preparatory schools, it has beca:ne a matter of even greater ani more 
immediate responsibility. 

The questionnair~ which is enclosed is closely related to this 
concern of mine for our program of ministerial training. It is part 
of a graduate -study which I am presently making. This study has to 
do with (1) the relationship of the Gospel to the decisions which 
Christians are called upon to make in their every-day life and work; 
(2) the awareness of our clergy to t hese problems and their under
standing of the leadership which they, as ministers of the Gospel, 
must exert to meet these problems, and (3) the type of training which 
will produce such awareness and understanding. 

Your name was one of a,pproximately 285 chosen at randan from the 
most recent copy of the Statistical Yearbook. Will you do me the 
important personal favor of completing, carefully and candidly, the 
questionnaire that I have enclosed? It will take, perhaps, half an 
hour of your time, but the results, coming in from all parts of our 
country, will have an important bearing upon my own teaching and upon 
an evaluation of the ministerial training of our Synod as it relates 
to the social sciences. 

I am enclosing a stamped, self-addressed envelope tor your 
convenience. A prompt reply will be appreciated. 

Wishing you every blessing of our heavenly Father as you carry 
on your important work as a laborer in His vineyard, I remain 

Cordially and fraternally yours, 

Karl W. Keller 
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THE RELATION OF TH E SCCIAL SCIENCES TO JJINISTERIAL TRAINING 

Educational Background 

Preparatory School attended Year of graduation 

Seminary Attended _________________________Year of graduation____ 

If you have had an opportunity to do further work in another co l lebe or university, 
please fill in below: 

Na.re of School Length of Attendance Major Subject ~ 

Place an "!" beside the title of the following courses, if you have ever taken any 

of themJ if you have taken a course in which any of them were included, place ~ "B". 

Introduction to Sociology __Social ~cience Survey 

Introduction to Economics __Introduction to Geography 

Introduction to Psychology __Marriage and/or The Family 

Introduction to Political Science Race Relations 

Introduction to Anthropology Labor Relations 

Professional Experience 

Total number of years you have served in the active parish ministry 

Total number of years you have served at your present charge 

Location of parish (list by number in the ChRONOLOGI CAL order served, e.g. 1, 2, 3, 
etc.) 

Rural area City (100 ,000 - 999,999) 

Village (under 2 500) Large city (1,000,000 or more) 

Small town (2500 - 9,999) Chaplain (military or institut.) 

Small city (10, 000 - 99,999) Other ( 
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Tbe Jelation of The ~ Sciences !:.£ Ministerial Training, page two 

Directions 1 lead each statement care!Ully and check the colllln which aoet clearly 
reflects your own feeling and experience. If you have had no occasion 
to consider one of these alternatives suggested, place the letter "A • 
in that co1Ull1 which i ndicates your present convict1on. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

8. 

9, 

10. 

As far as you can recall are something you S0118Uling so•thing you something 
the i tellS listed be low •.• have had oc- you have had fee 1 has only ;you feel 

casion to occasion to limited ethic- lies entire 
take pubfr deal with in ai!iplica- ly within 
notice o n SOIIB ~storal ilonal:n re- the real& 
a sermon ap- relatonaliif Iii!On to of ~rion-
plication, with an rna - your pastor- al o ce, 
topic study, vidual. -- al respoosi- if~-

'l'HE PllOBLnl OF- etc. --- bility. aanding of-
ficial pas-
toral atten 
tion. 

Helping Children wno are 
placed in the s&Be 
jails as adult law 
breakers 

Destroying crops, whether by 
government order or 
private decision in order 
to dee~ up the price 

PlaYing cards ror money by 
your •IIbera, but only 
for limited stakes 

¥1srepresentation or goods 
in order to get a better 
price than the product 
really deserves 

The approacn to au 1earn1ng 
in a public school as 
though God did not exi~t 
or had little or nothing 
to say about the world and 
aan 

Patriotiu tnat uncrl.tl.cal.cy-
defencla the thesis "'lT 
country, right or wrong" 

Determining a "fair profit 
in a business transaction 
which a Christian .business-
man has cc:apleted 

The government doing aany 
things that could just as 
easily be perfo~d by 
private enterpriae 

unaerstanding tne n.nct.l.on or 
a ailitary force in 
capturing and controlling 
"eneJq" territo_g_ 

Juagl.ng- pol.l.t.l.cal decisions 
primarily on the bas is of 
party loyalty 



---

---

178 

Tbe !elation of The Social Sciences to Ministerial Training, page three 

Directions& lead each statement carefully and check the column lllhich most clearly 
reflects your own feeling and experience. If you have had no occasion 
to consider one of these alternatives su~gested, place the letter "A• 
in that column which indicates your present convi cti on. 

n. 

12. 

1). 

15. 

16. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

As far as you can recall are 
the itelllS listed below••• 

THE PROBLEM OF-

Atrocities committed by 
American servicemen in 
the heat of battle or 
under conditions of war 

Playing slot macnines wnere 
state laws forbid such 
activities 

unoers'tanal.ng me JUS't 
determination of price 
as being "all that the 
traffic will bear • 

Racketeers investing huge 
amounts of money, the 
income of their illicit 
ventures, in ligitimate 
business enterprises 

Discovering that occasiona~ly 
having too much to drink 
is not considered serious 
because it happens to 
everyone once in a while 

Labor unions requiring the 
hiring o! more men than 
are really needed to do 
a certain task 

uec1s1ons atTect. lng 'tne uves 
of millions, made by 
corporation e:xee11tives 
responsible only to "the 
stockholders" 

Participating in rebellion 
against an unjust govern
ment and which involves the 
shedding of blood 

Limiting the birth of 
children 

Tru'thrulness as an essen'tlal 
ingredient in a political 
campaign_ 

something you 
have had oc
casion to 
take pub}i£
notice o n 
a sermon ap
plication, 
topic study, 
etc. 

something 
you have had 
occasion to 
deal with in 
some rostoral 
relat orusnif 
with an !rid 
vidual. -

someun.ng you 
tee1 has only 
limited ethic
aiiiplica=-
Tiorusin re
lation to 
your pastor
al resporusi
bility. 

saaet.hing 
you feel 
lies entire 
ly within 
the real.ll 
of ~rlon-
al o ce, 
iithOiit""'de
manding of
ficial pas
toral atten 
tion. 

http:someun.ng
http:unoers'tanal.ng


179 

The Bllation of The Social Sciences to ltiniaterial Traininf' page four 
15rrectiona I Jtladeacli""iiiie•nt care?\illi ana check the CO Ullll which aoat clearly 

re!lecta 70ur own !eeling and experience. It you have had no occasion 
to consider one ot these alternathea suggested, place the letter "A" 
in that coluan which indicates our resent conrtction. 

a ar as ;rou can reca are ac.. ng you 11ome ng some ng you 
the iteu listed below... hue bad oc- you han bad feel baa only 

casion to occasion to limited ethic-
take pubf!n deal with in al iiplica

. notice o soae ~toral tiona iii re-
a aenaon ap- relatonahir !imn to 
plication, With an !nd - your pastor-
topic study, vidual. al reaponai-

THE PJI)BLEII OP' etc. bility 

21. 

22. 

2). 

26. 

28. 

29. 
recruita to hate as a 
part of their ailitary 
trainin 

o cera a 

SOIIII ng 
you !eel 
lies entire
ly within 
the realm 
of ?£r{on
al o ce, 
iitliOiitOe
mandiqg of
ficial pas
toral atten
tion. 
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The Halation o! The Social Sciences to M1niaterial Training, page !ive 

Directionaa Head each statement careful~ and check the coluan which moat 

ar as you can reca are 
the iteu listed below••• 

THE P:OOBLEil OF

~. 

31. 

32. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

a sermon ap
plication, 
topic study, 
etc. 

some 
you have had 
occasion to 
deal with in 
some Fostoral 
re latonihk 
w1t1l an in 
vidual. 

a011e g you 
!ee1 has only 
liaited ethic
al i.aplica
'trons rn re
'Iit!On to 
your pastor
al responsi
bility. 

so. ng 
you !eel 
lies entire- · 
~within 
the realm 
of ~ron-
al c o oe, 
il'tli'Oiif:'Oe
manding of
ficial pas
toral atten
tion. 



'The Jelation of~~ Sciences ~Ministerial Training, page au 
Directions 1 lead each statellll!nt carefully and check the column which most clearq 

reflects your 01rn feeling and experience. It you have had no occasion 
to consider one of these alternatives suggested, place the letter "A" 
in that co1umn which indicate s your present conviction. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

so. 

51. 

As far as you can recall are somethi~ you somethini s01118th1ng you saaet.h~ 
the items listed below ••• have had oc- you have had fee 1 has only you !eel 

casion to occasion to limited ethic- lies entire 
take pubfiln deal with in al iiplica- ly within 
notice o some ~toral tiona iii re- the reala 
i"8e'iiion al- relatonsliif ratiOn to of ~rlon-
plication, witn an ind- your pastor- al o ce, 
topic study, vidual. -- al responsi- iitnoiitae-

THE PROBLEM OF-- etc. --- bility. manding of-
ficial pas-
toral atten 
tion. 

Speaking the truth under 
oath when required to 
do so in · court 

Intennarrtage between members 
of different races 

SOcial drinking that does 
not involve drunkenness 

Letting one s spending be 
controlled by what 
friends and neighbors 
are buying 

Gangsters <1emana1ng a "cut" 
to "protect" the jobs and 
merchandise of people who 
want to obey the law 

A labor UlUon, recognized. as 
the legal bargaining agent 
for a group of workers 

Competition as a "natural I 

law" and a desirable I 
I 

basis for sound business 
practice 

Hecognizing prostitutes as 
possible mission material 

Business men negotiating, 
however reluctantly, with 
racketeers simply to avoid 
difficulty and fi~ancial 
loss 

Persons of lower economic 
rank or of non-white 
status receiving justice 
in the courts 

Alcoholism as a serious 
personal problem 
confronting a member of 
your congregation 

A wife who seeks to be a 
career-woman as well as 
a home maker 
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.!!!!. !elation o! '!be ~ Sciences ~ llinisterial Training, page snen 

Directions 1 Read each state•nt carefully and check the colu.n which 11ost caarly 
reflects your a.m reeling and experience. If you have had no occasion 
to consider one ot these alternatives suggested, place the letter "A" 

52. 

54· 

56. 

58. 

60. 

i that 1 which 1 di te t i tin co \1111 n ca s_z_our pre•n conv c on. 
As !ar as you can recall are some~~ you something a~t~ing you SOllie t.n1ng 

the iteu listed belOif••• have had oc you have bad !eel has only you !eel 
caaion to occasion to limited ethic- lies entire 
take~ deal with in al up¥nc.: ly within 
notice o n some ~storal t!ons n re- the reala 
a senaon ap relat onalii~ !itlOn to ot ~rlon-
lication, with an Ind your pasto:r- al o ce, 
topic study, vidual. al responei- WIt.fiOiit'de

'mE POOBIEM OF- etc. bility. aanding or
!icial pas
toral atten 
tion. 

Blgarding children as a 
social and econOmic 
liabilit;y_ 

me gcmt:rriiD8nt asstaing all 
aajor responsibilities 
tor the poor, the sick, 
the •ntally and 
physically handicapped 

Tl'le rux o.r .u.re and lillb 
in driving "to get there 
a little sooner" 

.llcohol1sm, as a grave 
problem confronting 
society 

C~UD1t.l.es passing laws 
forbidding baseball on 
Sunday, or sildlar "blue 
laws" 

B~g propert.y or IIAIC1ng 
investments solely in the 
expectation that a quick 
and lavish profit-will be 
realized 

Tl'le govem.nt. ass\llllng all 
responsibility for the 
we ltare ot the child 

A aot.ber Who seekS to be a 
caree:r--wc.an as well aa 
a hoae aaker 

.lla1nta1n1ng a strong sense 
ot honesty and responsi
bility in the payment of 
tuea 



)!'be Relation gf The Social, Spiencet to Minitteri~ Training, p~e eight 

EV.ALtl,ATIQli .QI: SYNODICAL WINING 

.U ;y<N recall ;y<Nr theological tr&inillg in our S;rnodical tchoolt (both preparat0f7 
and 8ecinar;y), how oftan do ;yru recall that intight and inforcation vaa given 7011 
in thete variout areat7 

Direction•: Mnrk an "X" Alonr, the line. 

Freauentlz 8tldo; 

1. The ca.uaet of c~ng 
parent-child relationship• --~------.L.------...:.----...:...---

2. The effect of industrialS... 
sation upon the waee eerner.__:.,.._______.:.______.______::.....

3. The ethical icplicationt of 
coccon ~tin••• practicoa. 

4. The ex\ent and csnet ot 
racial diecricination. 

s. Tbe organisation of lP.bor 
uniont. 

6. Probleu involved in tha in
Clei\M of gonrncent ccntrol._-..______;.______...,:..____~--

7. The nature aDd extent of nee 
and ericinal activitiea. 

a. Participation in ~t 
end political activitiet. 

9. '!'he nature of tecul.ar educa

tion in the pa.blic tchool8. --'-------t-.-----..!...----.!-
10. Tbe effect of oU;y life upon 

iDdi'Yiduall e4 gl"Oilpl. 

low look Oftl' the abon liet egflin aDd WQ!. _r. circl.• Al'osmd 1b! ~ of e.zoeat vhicl 
~ haTe toum ot perti~ar a1gnit1cance in ;yoo.r niliatr;y at the pruent Une.1

If ;you have gotten thie far in enewer~ thil questionnaire, thank :rout 

PleaM return at once to: Karl Y. Keller 
2811 1.3. Holnnn, 
Portland 11, Oregon 

http:tecul.ar
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Graduate Study: The Relationship of the Social Sciences to 
Ministerial Training 

EWCATIONJ.L BACKQROWJD 

Preparatory School Attended 

~Number 

Austin, Tex. ----------- 1 
BroDXYille, N.Y. ------- 2 
Concordia, Mo. --------- 3 
Edmonton, Alta. -------- 4 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. -------- 5 
Milwaukee, Wis. -------- 6 
Oakland, Calif. -------- 7 
Portland, Ore. --------- 8 
St. Paul, Minn. -------- 9 
Winfield, Kans. --------10 
Other ---~--------------11 

SYNODICAL DISTRICT 

Code Nwnber 

Alberta-British Columbia --- 1 

Atlantic ------------·------ 2 
California-Nevada ---------- 3 
Central -------------------- 4 
Central Illinois ----------- 5 
Colorado --------~-------·-- 6 
Eastern -------------------- 7 
English ------------------.--- 8 
Florida-Georgia ------------ 9 
Iowa East ----------------- ll 
Iowa West --~-~------------ 12 
Kansas --~--------------~- 13Manitoba-Saskatchewan ----- 14 
Michigan ~~--------------- 1~
Minnes.o~a ........,___________ 16 

Montana ------------------- 17 
North Dakota -------------- 18 

Seminary Attended 

~Number 

St. Louis, Mo. ------- 4 
Springfield, Ill. ---- 7 
Colloquy -------------11 

Year ~ Graduatiop 

1900-1919 Side Punch 
1920-1929 Corner Punch 
1930-1939 Bottom Punch One 
1940-1949 Bottom Punch Two 
1950-1957 Bottan Punch One 

and Two 

~Number 

North Wisconsin ------ 19 
Nerth Illinois ------- 21 
Northern Nebraska ---- 22 
Northwest ------------ 23 
Oklahoma ------------- 24 
Ontario -------------- 25 
South Dakota --------- 26 
South Wisconsin ------ 27 
Southeastern --------- 28 
Southern ------------- 29
Southern California -- 31 
Southern Illinois ---- 32 
Southern Nebraska ---- 33 
Texas ---~-~---~------ 34 
Western -------------- 35 
Special -------------- 36 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Q2tt Number 

Rural 1 
Village 2 
Small Town 3 
Small City 4 

.ADDITIONAL TRATNWG 

PROBI.J!I1 SEqriON 

l'.l:l1.l. gL R esnons e ££!!,Number 

Check I 
Check II 
Check Ill 
Check IV 
•A•-I 

EW1Jj,TION Ql. SYNODICAL TRAINING 

!n.t. 2L Respopse £2!!. Number 

Frequently 1 
Occasionally 2 
Seldom ' 4 
Never 7 

SIGNIFICANI' AIWS 

~Number 

City 
Large City 
Chaplain 
Other 

5 
6 
7 
8 

!lR.!. of Response ~Number 

•A•-II 6 
•A•-rri 7 
•A•-IV 8 
Check I and II 9 
Response Omittea 10 
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~ Q! DISTRICT Total 
Sent 

Per Cent Total 
Returned 

Per Cent 

ALBERTA-BRITISH COIDMBIA DISTRIC'I' 6 2.1 2 -7 

Alberta 
British Columbia 

4 
2 

1 
1 

.ATLANTIC DISTRICT 11 3·8 7 2.4 

Connecticut 
Massachusotta 
Nov Hampshire 
Now Jersey 
Now York 

1 
1 
1 
2 
6 

0 
1 
1 
0 

3 

CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA DISTRICT 9 3.1 6 2.1 

California 
Nevada 
Hawaii 

8 
0 
1 

4 
0 
1 

CENl'lUL DISTRICT 1.5 3·2 11 3.8 

Indiana 
Kentucky 
Ohio 
West Virginia 

'~ 

8 
1 
6 
0 

.5 
1 
.5 
0 

CENTRAL IU.niOlS DISTRI<n' 7 2.4 6 2.1 

COLORADO DISTRICT ~ 2.1 3 1.0 

Coloraao 
New Mexico 
Utah 

4 
l 
1 

2 
0 
1 

EASTmN DISTRICT 7 2.4 4 1.3 

New York 
Pennsylvania 

4 
3 

3 
1 

ENGLISH DlSTRIC'I' 
Arizona 
.[>llii:ll>is 
Indiana 
Michigan 
Now Jersey 
Ohio 
Pennsylvania 
Texas 

10 
l 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3·4 7 
0 
2 
1 
1 
0 
l 
1 
1 

2.4 
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!i&'!l Ql. DIS'l'RIQl' Total 
Sent 

Per Cent Total 
Returned 

Per Cent 

FLORI.AD-GEORGIA DISTRICT 4 1.3 2 ·1 

Georgia 
Florida 

1 
1 

1 
1 

IOWA EJST DISTRICT 5 1.7 3 1.0 

IOWA WEST DISTRICT 8 2.8 4 1.3 

:KANSAS DISTRICT 8 2.8 6 ' 2.1 

MANITOB.A-S.ASKATCHEW.AN DISTRICT 6 2.1 5 1.7 

Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 

1 
5 

1 
4 

MICHIGAN DISTRICT 13 4·5 9 3.1 

MINNESOTA DISTRICT 23 8 14 4-9 

MONl'ANA DlSTRICT 3 1 1 ·3 

NORTH DAKOTA DISTRICT 7 2.4 4 1.3 

JlOR'1'H WiSCONSIN DISTRICT 11 3·8 7 2.4 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT 12 4·2 6 2.1 

NORTHERN NEBRASKA DISTRICT 7 2.4 2 ·1 

Nebraska 
Wyoming 

6 
1 

2 
0 

NORTHWEST DIS'mlCT 10 3~4 6 2.1 

Idaho 
Oregon 
Washington 

2 
3 
5 

0 
2 
4 

OKLAHOMA DISTRICT '3 1.0 2 .7 

ONl'.ARIO _DISTRICT · 6 2.1 2 .7 

SOUTH DAKOTA DISTRICT 6 2.1 3 1.0 

SOUTH WISCONSIN DISTRICT 9 3.1 6 2.1 
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~ Ql. DI$TRic:r Total 
Sent 

Per Cent Total Per Cent 
Re~urned 

SOUTHEASTmN DlSTRic:r 6 2.1 .3 1.0 

Georgia 
Marylanll 
North Carolina 
Virginia 

1 
2 
2 
1 

1 
0 
1 
1 

SOUTHERN DISTRI c:r 4 1.,3 2 ·1 
Alabama 
Florida 
Louisiana• 

1 
1 
2 

0 
1 
1 

SOUTHI!BN CALIFORNIA DISTRic:r 7 2.4 4 1.,3 

Arizona 
California 

1 
6 

1 
.3 

SOUTHlmN IlliNOIS DISTRic:r 5 1.7 .3 1.0 

SOUTHERN NEBRASKA DISTRICT 8 2.8 4 1.,3 . 

Colorado 
Nebraska 

1 
7 

7 
.3 

TEXAS DISTRICT 12 4-2 9 ,3.1 

WBS'l'lmN DISTRICT 15 5.2 11 ,3.8 

Arkansas 
Missouri 
Tennessee 

1 
1.3 
1 

1 
9 
1 

SPECIALIZED MINISTRIES 16 5.6 9 ,3.1 

Campus Pastor 
Institutional Chaplain 
Military Chaplain 
Veteran A~in. Chaplain 
Foreign Missionary 

2 
4 
1 
1 
5 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

TOTAL 285 100. 167 58~5 

REGIONAL GROUPINGS 

1 MISSOURI SYNOD HEARTLAND• 
EAS'l' COAST 
SOU'l'HWFST-ROCKY MOUNl'AIN 
WEST COAST 
CANADIAN PROVINCES 

159 
32 
24 
26 
18 

55-1 
11.2 
8.4 
9.1 
6.3 

96 
18 
14 
16 
9 

,3,3.6 
6.3 
4-9 
5.6 
3-1 
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TABLE I 

TABULATION OF TOTAL RESPON3ES BY QP]STIONNAIRE CATEGORIES 

I II III IVCATEGORY AND ITEM Taking Dealing Limited Purely
public indivi- ethical personal
notiee dually implica- choice 

tiona 
I. ~ANITTHE F.AMILY 

36.7 23.5 1.8 2.4
Limiting the birth of A- 8.4 A-5·4 A-3.0 A-2.4 
children I and II-13 .2 OMIT 3.6 

Regarding children as a 41.5 9.0 1.2 o.o 
social and eco&amie A.-15 .o A-9.0 A-4.2 A.-0 .o 
liability I and II-15.0 OMIT 5.4 

Unfaithfulness to a wife, 35-5 22.3 o.o o.o 
as something not surprising A.- 9 .o A-10.2 A.-1.8 A-0.0 
among husbands I and II-15 .o OMIT 4.2 

A wife who seeks to be a 27.1 19.8 2.4 1.8 
caree~ woman as well as A- 6.6 A-16.2 A-5.4 A.-4.2 
a homemaker I and II-12.0 OMIT 4.2 

A mother who seeks to be a 27.7 24.7 1.2 1.8 
career woman as well as a A.- 4.8 A.-15 .o A.-5 ·4 A-3.6
homemaker I and II-10.2 OMIT 6.0 

II. EWCATION 

~he approach to all learning 51.7 13.8 o.o o.o . 
in a public school as though .A-11.4 A.- 3.6 A-4.2 .A-0 .6 
Pod did not exist or had I and II-9.0 OMIT 2.4
little or nothing to say 
~bout the world and man 

~eaehing evolution in the so.s 9.6 o.o o.o 
public schools as· the sci A- 9.b A.-4.8 A.-1.8 A.-0.0 
~ntifically acceptable expla- I and II-21.0 OMIT 3.0 
P&tion of the origin of the 
~orld and man 

Petermining whether federal 37·3 10.8 10.2 o.6 
~id to Christian day schools A-13 .8 A- 7.2 A-12 .0 A-1.8 
~s permissible or advisable I ani II-5.4 OMIT 4.8 

A~ no actual experience, but indicated this would be the action taken 
should this situation arise 
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TABLE I (continued) 

TABULATION OF TOTAL RESPONSES BY QUESTIONNAIRE CATEGORIES 

.
I II III IV 

Taking Dealing Limited PurelyCATEGORY AND IT:El4 public indivi- ethical personal 
noti~e dually impli- choice 

__cationa 
III. ZBINKING AND 

ALCOHOLISM 
30.7 11.4 4.8 7.8Soeiai drinking that does A- 6.6 A-5~4 ' A-7 .8 A-7 .8 not involve drunkenness I and II-14·4 OMIT-3.0 

Discovering that occasion 39.1 25.3 o.o o.6
ally having too much to A- 8.4 A- 8.4 A-3.0 A-0.0
drink is not considered I and II - 13.8 OMIT-3.0
serious because it happens 
to everyone once in a while 

Alcoholism as a ·serious per 9.6 59.0 1.2 o.6
sonal problem confronting a A- 5·4 A-10.2 A-1.2 A-0.0 
~ember of your CQngregation I and II- 11.4 OMIT-1.8 

Alcoholism as a grave prob 49·9 11.4 1.2 o.6
lem confronting society A-14·4 A- 3.0 A-1.2 A-1.2 

I and II -14.4 OMIT-3.0 

IV. GAMBLING 

Playing cards for money by 31.9 19.8 3.6 o.6
your members, but only for A- 8.4 A- 9.6 A-7.2 A.-2 ·4
limited stakes I and II-12.0 OMIT-4.8 

Betting on a horse race 31·3 10.8 4·8 1.8 
~here state laws per.mit A.-18.6 A-16.2 A-5.4 A-3.0
pari-mutual wagering I and II- 4.2 OMIT-4.8 

Playing slot machines where 
11.8 o.gstate lwws forbio such A• 1g:l A-1 ·4 A-t:~ A.-0.

acth'ities OMIT-4.8I and II- 6.6 

t'f. GENERAL 

~he risk of life and limb 54.1 9.0 1.2 o.o 
~n driving •to get there a A-10.2 A- 6.6 A-5.4 A-0.0 
~ittle sooner• I and II- 9.6 OMIT-5 .4 
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TABLE I (continued) 

TABULATION OF TOTAL RllSPONSES BY QUESTIONNAIRE CATEGORIES 

CATEGORY AND IT.EMS 

Finding a place for the 
aged and retired in society 
who feel useless and •on 
the shelf1 

Recognizing prostitutes a& 
possible mission material 

Speaking the truth under 
oath when required to do 

Professional workers find
ing a code of ethics to 
guiae them 

VI. RACE RELATIONS 

A group of white people, 
!whom you have found to 
regard themselves as super
ior to all other races 

-

iA group of Christians, who 
seek to withdraw from all 
possible contact with mem
ber~ of another race 

~nying a person the right 
~o choose his place of r..i
dence because of his race 

~nter.marriage between 
~embers of two different 
!race a 

I 
Taking 
Public 
notice 

II 
Dealing 
indivi
dually 

III 
Limited 
ethical 
implica
tions 

IV 
Purely 
Personal 
choice 

27.1 
A-13.8 

I and 

25.3 
A-11.4 
II- 8.4 

o.6 
A-7.2 

1.8 
A-o.o 

OMIT-4.8 

19.8 
A-15.6 

I and 

9.0 
A~22.3 

II- 4.8 

3.6 
A-9.0 

1.2 
A.-2 ·4 
OMIT-12.C 

63.2 
A- 7.2 

I and 

6.6 
A-6.6 

II-10.2 

o.o 
A-2.1l 

o.6 
A-0.0 
OMIT-3.6 

14.4 
A-12.0 

I and 

16.8 
A-14.4 

II- ,3.6 

5·4 
~16.2 

1.8 
A-5.4 
OMIT-3.6 

25.9 
:A:-23.5 

I and 

10.8 
A- 9.6 

II-10 .2 

2.4 
A-8.4 

1.2 
A-2.4 
OMIT-7 .2 

35·5 
A-21.0 

I ani 

4.8 
A-10.8 

II- 8.4 

1.2 
A-9.6 

2.4 
A-1.2 
OMIT-5.4 

21.0 
~-20.4 

I and 

5·4 
A-13.8 

II- 4.8 

~.2
A-1 .2 

1.8 
A-3.0 
OMIT-9.6 

21.0 
A. 6.6 

I and 

17.4 
A-18.0 

II- 8.4 

4.2 
A-8.4 

2.4 
A-8.4 
OMIT-5.4 
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TABLE I (continued) 

TABULATION OP' TOTAL RESPON3ES BY ~l!STIONNAffiE CATEGORIES 

CATEGORY AND ITEMS 

VII. GOVERNv1ENI' 

Patriotism that uncriti
cally defends the thes~s 
•my country~ right or 
wrong• 

Communities passing laws 
torbiddiag baseball on 
Suncl&7, or similar •blue 
laws• 

The government doing many 
things that could just as 
easily be performed by 
private enterprise 

The government assuming all 
major responsibil.ities for 
the poor, the sick, the 
mentally and physically 
handicapped 

The government assuming all 
responsibility for the 
weltare of the child 

VIII. POLITICAL AOI'IVITY 

Whether a mamber of your 
congregation should run 
for political office 

~ruthtulness as an essen
tial ingredient in a 
political campaign 

~udging political decisions 
~imarily on the basis of 
!Party loyalty 

I II III IV 
Taking Dealing Limited Purelypublic indivi ethical personal
notice dually implica choice 

_±il'\nf:l 

52·.3 6.0 2.4 o.o 
A-12.0 ..&....6.0 A-7.2: .A-1.8 

I and II-6.6 OMIT-6.0 

.3.3·7 6.6 6.o 6.6 
.A-12.6 .A.-1.8 .A.-16.2 A-7.8 

I and II-.3.6 C!JIIT-5.4 

16.2 7.2 9.6 10.2 
A- _3.6 A-2.4 A-18 .e J-27 .1 

I ana II-2.8 OMIT-4.2 

48.1 7.8 2.4 _3.0 
.A-12 .o A-2.4 .A-11.4 .A-4.2 

I and II-4.8 OMIT-4.2 

.39.7 8.4 4.2 o.6 
.A-14.4 A-7.8 .A-10.2 A-2.4 

I and II-6.6 OMIT-6.0 

26.5 14.4 1.8 4.2 
~ _3.0 .A.-20.4 A-,3.0 A-7.8 

I ani II-12.6 OMIT-4.8 

51.1 2.4 _3.0 o.6 
ll-11.4 A.-6.6 .A-9.6 .A-_3.6 

I and II -4.2 OMIT ~.2 

22 • .3 9.0 8.4 8.4 
,_ 6.6 A.-_3.0 .A-16.8 A-22.9 

I and II-.3.0 OMIT-6.0 
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T.ABLI I (continued) 

TABULATION OF TOTAL RESPONSES BY QPESTIO.NNAIRE CATEGORIES 

CATEGORY AND InM 

IX. JUVENILE DELIN~ENCY 
AND CRJME 

Deciaing whether the roots 
of juvenile delinquency 
are physical, mental, emo
tional, or spiritual 

Helping children who are 
placed in the same jails 
as adult law breakers 

Theft and embezzlement by 
white collar workers, 'rust 
officers ani others in 
executiYe positioD& 

Racketeers inYesting huge 
amounts of money, the income 
of their illicit ventures, 
in legitimate busineBs 
enterprise&' 

Gangsters demanding a •cut• 
to &protect•· the jobs and 
~erchandise of people who 
want to obey the law 

X. SOCIAL CI....ASSES 

~scontent as tostered by 
the advertising media that 
claim our attention 

Letting one's spending be 
controlled by what friends 
and neighbors are buying 

I II 
Takimg Dealing
public indiYi
notice dually 

51.1 . 10.8 
A.. 9.6 J,.. 9 .o 

I and II- 9.6 

III IV 
Limited Purely
ethical personal 
implica- choice 
tiona 

o.6 o.o 
.A-2.4 ~2.4 

CMIT-5.4, 

6.0 14.4 6.6 o.o 
A.-18.0 A.-11.4 A-29.5 A-5.4

I ana II- 2.4 OMIT-7.2 

37-9 6.6 2.4 1.8 
A-17 ·4 A-17.4 A-6.6 A- o.o 

land II- 2.4 Ot-UT-8 ·4 

12.6 1.8 10.8 1.8 
A-21.7 A-10.8 .A.-23.5 ~8.4 

I ani II- o.o OMIT-10.2 · 

16.2 1.8 3.6 o.6 
"-32.5 A-11.4 A-18.0 .A-1.8 

I and II- 1.8 OMIT-12.0 

31.9 1.8 6.0 3.6 
A.-15.0 A-4.2 A-12.6 A-9.6 

I and II-4.2 OMIT-11.4 

9.0 1.8~1·5 5·4
A- .6 A-6.6 A-7.8 A-6.6 

I and II-10.8 CMIT-2.4 
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TAB lE I (continuei) 

TABULATIONS OF TOTAL RESPONSES BY QUESTIONNAIRE CATEGORIES 

I I I III IV 
Taking Dealing Limited Purely

CATEGORY AND ITD1 public Indivi- ethical personal
notice dually implica- choice 

tiona 

Privileges sought, expected Zl-7 7.8 4-2 1.2 
and received by those who .A.-12.0 A-11.4 A-18.0 A-6.0 
can boast of •belonging to I alld II- 4.8 OMIT-7.2 
the best families• by Yirtue 
of birth or marriaga 

Special privileges accorded 27.7 7.2 2.4i·2to and. received by those with A-15.0 A-9.6 A-1 .2 A-3.6 
greater wealth as being their I and II-6.6 OMIT-7 .8 
due 

Persons of lover economic 22 .9 7.8 3.0 1.8 
rank or non-white A-25 ~9 A-11 . 4 A-10.8 A-2.4 
status receiving justice I ant II-4 .2 OMIT-9.6 
in the courts 

XI. WAR 

Justifying a state of war 38.5 8.4 4.8 o.6 
with a country which has A-19.8 A-6.0 A-7.8 A-3.0 
made the first aggressive I ani II-6.6 OMIT-4.8 
move 

Ar.my officers teaching 12.0 o.61•0recruits to hate as a A-i]:~ A-19.2 A-1 .2 .A-3 .o 
part of their military I ana II- 6.o OMIT-8.4 
training 

Understanding the function 10.8 6.6 8.4 7.2 
of a military force in cap A- 6.6 . A-5·4 A-27.7 A-17 ·4 
turing and controlling I an• II-2.4 CIV!:IT-7 • 8 
•enemy•· territor7 

Participating in rebellion 37·3 6.6 4-2 1.2 
against an unjust govern A-18.6 A-6.0 .A-9 .o A-4.2 
ment and which involves I and II- 5·4 OMIT-7.8 
bloodshei 
Atrocities committed by 24-7 9.6 5·4 o.o 
American servicemen in the A-15.0 A-15.6 ,A....l6.2 J-1.2 
heat of battle or under I and II- 6.0 OMIT-6.6 
conditions of war 
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TABLE I (continued) 

TABULATION OF TOTAL RESPONSES BY GJ]ESTIONNAIRE CATEGORIES 

I II III IV 
Takill8 Dealing Limitea Purely

~ CATIDORIES AND IT!l)] public indivi- ethical personal
notice dually implica- choice

·' 
?, tiona 

:XII. ECONOMIC DECISIONS 
~ 

Competition as a •natural 18.0 4.8 1.8 o.o 
law• and a desirable basis A-12.6 A--3.0 A-25.3 A-12 .6 
for sound business practice I and II- 3.0 a.ttT-6.6 . 

Misrepresentation of goods 54·7 4.8 1.8 o.o 
in order to get a better A-10.2 b-10.8 A-6.0 b-0.6 
price than the product I ancJ II- 7.8 OMIT-3.6
really deserTes 

Determining a •tair profit• 21.0 12.6 1.8 3.0 
in a business transaction b. 7.2 A--15.0 b-15.6 A-11.4 
which a Christian busi- I and II- 5.4 OMIT-7 .2 
nessman has completed 

Understanding the just deter
t.2 2.4~-1~:~ A- .8 A-11·4.4 A-7.2 

1 all that the traffic will 
mination of price as being 

I and II-1.8 OMIT-13.2 
bear• 

Buying property or making 15.6 6.0 9.0 4.8
investments solely in the lA-10.8 b-16.8 A-15.0 A-13.8 
expectation that a quick I and II- 3.6 OMIT-4.8 
and lavish profit will be 
realized 

Destroying crops, whether by 
government order or private 
decision in order to keep 
up the price 

Decisions affecting the 
lives of millions, made by 
corporation executives 
responsible only to •the 
stockholders• 

39.1 10.8 4-2 1.2 
~·12.6 A-12.0 A-5.4A- 5·4 

I and II - 4.2 CMIT-5.4 

12.0 1.8 7.8 4.2 
~17.4 A-7.8 J-27.7 A-10.8 

I and II-1.2 OMIT-9.6 



TABLE I (continued) 

TABULATION OF TOTAL RESPONSES BY QUlSTIONNAIRE CATEGORIFS 

CATEGORIES AND ITD1S 

Business men negotiating, 
however reluctantly, with 
racketeers simply to avoit 
difficulty and financial 
loss 

XIII. UBOR RELATIONS 

A labor union, recognized 
as the legal bargaining 
agent tor a group ot 
workers 

Denying a person the right 
to apply for and kesp a 
job unless he joins a 
labor union 

Labor unions requiring the 
hiring ot more men than are 
really needed to do a 
certain job 

A labor strike involving a 
plant in which m~bers ot 
the congregation are 
working 

I II 
Taking Dealing
public indivi
notice dually 

z·o ~-0A-2 .1 A-2 .1 
I and II- o.6 

12.0 6.6 
A- 9.6 A-6.6 

I ana II- 3.0 

15.0 16.8. 
A-11.4 A- 9.0 

I and II- 4.2 

22.9 8.4 
A-18.6 A-5.4 

I ani II-4.2 

12.01~.8
A-2 .o A-15.0 

I .uul II- 5.4 

III IV 
Limited Purely
ethical Personal 
implica- choice 
tions 

1.8t•6A-1 .8 A-1.8 
OMIT-12.0 

8 .• 4 6.o 
A-24.7 A-15.0 

OMIT-8.4 

4.8 2.4 
A.-23 ·5 A-7.2 

OMIT-6.0 

7.2 o.o 
A-14.4 A-11.4 

OMIT-7.8 

1.8~·0A-1 .8 A-4.8 
oMIT-7.2 
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TABLE II 

Q.UESriONNAIRE ITl!MS INDICATING THE GREATESl' AMOUNl' OF PASTORAL 
AWARENESS {I, IA, II, Ill) 

by per cent 

Hoaesty and responsi
bility in paying taxes 

Teaching evolution in 
the public schools 

Drunkenness unimport
ant because it happellS 
to everyone once in a 
while 

Speaking the truth 
under oath 

Alcoholism, a grave 
problem confronting 
society 

Unfaithfulness in 
husbands 

Roots of juvenile 
delinquency 

Risk: of life and 
limb in driving 

Children, an economic 
and social liability 

I 
Secular approach to 
learning 

Misrepresentation of 
goods to get a better 
price 

L 

I ~d J~ ~~ St> 'd ?~ 6 ta 

J 

_. 

Playing slot machines 



198 

TABLE Ill 

lTD"'.S SHOWING LEAST AMOUNl' OF PASTORAL AWARENESS ( 1 , IA, . II , IIA) 

By p~r ci nt :l.o :JO ~~~ StJ 7~'~ '~ "" Control of •enemy• 
territory by occupation 
forces 

Goverument vs. priv~te 
enterpriSe 

Labor union as legal 
.bargaining agent 

Decisions of corpora
tions affecting :::1 

millions 

Competition as a 
natural law 

Political decisions 
based primarily on 
party loyalty 

Racketeers investing 
money in legal 
enterprises 
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TABLE IV 

IT.Ji1!£ BELIEVED TO HAVE ONLY LIMITED ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS (III. IliA) 

By pe 

Control of enemy terri
tory by occupation forces{ 
Children in the same 
jails as adult law
breakers 

Decisions of corpora
tions affecting millions 
Racketeers investing 
in lesal enterprises 

Competition as a \ 
natural law 
URiona as legal 
bargaining agents 

Govermnent 
enterprise 

vs. private { 

Holding a job without 
joining the unioll · 

Judging political
decisions 

Buying property for 
a quick profit 
Setting the price at 
•all the traffic will 
bear• 

Communities passing
'blue laws• 
Federal aid for 
Christian day schools 
Privileges sought by 
•the best families• 
Featherbedding 
Protection racket 

Wartime atrocities 

Code of professional
ethics 

{ 

r cent 
10 '2.0 3 0 l/O so "" 70 90 90 

...1 

.... 
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TABLE V 

ITEMS CONSIDERED BEYOND THE RANGE OF PASTORAL RESPONSIBILITY 
ALTOGETHl!R (IV, IVA) 

By per cent 
~~ 

Government vs • 
private enterprise 

Party loyalty in 
relation to politi
cal judgment 

Control of enemy ter
ritory by occupation 
:forces 

Campeti~ioa as \ 
natural law 

Buying property for 
a quick pro:fi t 

Social drinking that 
does not involve 
drunkenness 

Decisions of corpora
tions a:ffectine; 
millions 

Ccmnunities passing lt-=:=:+J
blue laws 

Determining a :fair 
profit 

Discontent :fostered 
by advertising media 

IO ~I) )~ ~D SO '-0 70 90 

+---t---,
+---t--

""" 



201 

TABLE' VI 

TABULATION OF RESPONSES TO 1 E.VAWATION OF SYNODICAL TRAINING• 

Frequently Occasioaal1y Seldom Never 
NUmber Per NUmber Per Number Per Number Per 

1. The causes of 
changing parent-
child relation
ships 

2. The effect of ia
dustrialization 
upon the wage 
earner 

3· The ethical impli
cations of common 
business practices 

4· The extent ana 
causes of racial 
discrimination 

5. The organization 
of labor unions 

6. Problems involved 
in the increase of 
government control 

1· The nature and ex
tent of vice ana 
criminal activities 

B. Participation in 
govermnent ana 
political act1vi
ties 

Cj. The nature of secu
lar education in 
public schools 

10. The effect of 
city life upon 
individuals ani 
groups 

Cent Cent l1ani:: (1,.~+ 

6 3·6 71 42.7 53 ,31.5 30 18.0 

3 1.8 38 23.5 54 32•.5 66 39.7 

5 3.0 58 I3LL.9 59 3'i.'i lJ.O 2lt .1 

10 6.0 53 31.3 61 36.7 38 22.9 

0 o. 21 12.6 65 39.1 75 LL'i.l 

3 1.8 26 15.6 52 31.3 79 4.7.5 

13 7.8 47 28.3 63 37.9 38 23.5 

5 3.0 74 ~·5 61 36.7 21 12.6 

45 27.1 81 ~8.7 31 . 18.6 5 3.0 

10 6.0 48 ~8.9 63 37·9 40 24.1 




