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PI$NNING A SINGLE-FAMILY RENTAL UNIT 
FOR THE TYPICiL FAMILY IN THE MIDDLE-INCOME BRACKET 

IN FALLON, NEVADA 

CHAPTER I 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

The purpose of the study is to plan a singlefamily 

rental unit that will adequately ie.et the needs of a 

typical renting faiily in the iddie-incorno bracket in 

Falion, Nevada, 

The house designed ShOuld not only meet the physical 

. needs of the family, but also the mental, social, emotion- 

al, and recreational needs of the faniily as a group and of 

each of the individual members. It should provide a back- 

ground for gracious living; create an attitude of spacious 

living; promote good family relationships; encourage group 

and individual recreational and social activities; and 

instill a certain amount of pride in beinrr a renter. It 

sliould be a safe placo in which to live, offering reasonable 

protection from contagious disease, the changing elements, 

and accidents. 

For all practical purposes, the rental unit should 

attract the "desirable" type of tenant for the landlord 

and be a profitable investhent for him. It should be large 

enough to meet the needs of the family with children of 

both sexes, yet be within the economic reach of the family 



in the rniddle-incorne bracket. 

o achieve the bcst possible plan, other factors 

besides the fami1y, its income, and needs must also b 

considered. The climate, topogx'aphy, and nature of the 

coiimiunity will have an influence on the type of plan 

evolved. Plan and construction factois which have an 

effect on inititi and maintenance costs must also be iven 

consideration. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The problem of providing adequate housing for those 

families who do not own their homes is one 

portant problems facin. our nation today. 

proportion of the population has decreased 

there is still about 50 per cent (4, p.4) 

that must depend on rental housing for the 

head. 

of Ihe most im- 

Though this 

since 1940, 

the population 

roof over its 

According to Carter and Hinchcliff (4, p.4), families 

who do not own their homes fall into three 

who cannot afford to o a home; those who 

no desire to become home owners; and those 

makes it impossible and inadvisable to own 

are at the mercy of the rrarket for the qua 

they aro able to find and afford. 

Housing and Mental Health 

groups. Those 

have little or 

whose occupation 

a home, They 

Lity of housing 

In recent years, increased eiphasis has been placed 

on the study of housinr and its effect on the family and 

the individual members of the family. Much of the work 

that has been done in the fields of housing, psycho1oy, 

child development and sociology points toward a definite 

link between the type of housing a family is exposed to, 

and the kind of family life that develops. iíore and more 



evidence substantiates a direct relationship between the 

successful personal, social, and emotional development of 

an individual and the kind of housing he has had during his 

early formative years. 

The National Conference on itamiiy Life (10, p.125) 

has stated that: 

Housing is a pervasive and potent in- 
fluence on the character and quality of family 
life..,Good housing is more than just enough 
housing space plus vacancy. It is housing 
that in size and design, equipment, flexibility, 
location, and cost to its occupants, encourages 
and sustains a rich and secure family life. 
It is an incentive to marriage; to learning 

the arts of homemaking; to bearing of 
children and their full development as 
a human. 

It furthers physical, mental and emotional 
health of all members of the family. 

It lessens the strtins, tensions, and frustra- 
tions in an active and changing social 
organism. lt contributes a sense of human worth and 
dignity and thus to mutual respect and 
companionship, 

It provides sensibly for the widely varying 
needs of families over the cycle of their 
lives. 

Paris cites evidence that persons with an originally 

seclusive personality trend (schizophrenics) who sought 

social contacts, but were denied normal social contacts 

because of slum conditions, becam e more shut in and more 

seclusive (5, p.841). 

Further support is given by a legal case involving 

adeguate housing in which Winslow (12, p.1125) pointed out: 



The sense of Inferiority due to living 
in noticeably substandard houses probably does 
niore harm to the health of the children than 
ail the unsanitary plumbing. 

In this same legal case, Chief Justice Vanderbilt 

(12, p.1124) in his ruling opinion said: 
We may take notice without formal proof 

that there are minimums in housin space below 
thich one may go without risk of inipairing the 
health of those who dwell therein. One does 
not need extensive experiences in matrimonial 
causes to he av;ar of the adverse effect of 
overcrowding on the well being of our most 
Important institution, the homo, 

Winslow t?, p.6) also says: 

The frustrations which result from over- 
crowdInL, conflict between the desires and 
needs of various members of the family, fatigue 
due to performance of household duties under 
unfavorable conditions...,these are health 
menaces quite as serious as (if less obvious 
than) poorly heated rooms, or stairs without 
railings. 
Gesell (9, p.86) fInds that "overcrowding takes a 

terrible psychological toll" and that in crowded homos, 

children develop anxieties and perplexities. He states 
that the answer lies tj better housIng and increased 
economic secuiity,' 

Metininger (9, p.86), a psychiatrIst, points to the 

dangerous effect of the housing shortage, statin[' 

The resulting dislocation of family fric- 
tion comprises an enormous cost which will be 
paid for by those those personalities cannot 
withstand the excessive strain, 

study of psychiatric rejections among 60,000 men 

durin the second World War showed a much higher rato of 



rejection aitiong mon from areas with leas income and poor 

housing. The incidence of nentaI illness among a large 
group of patients adLlitted to state hospitals and private 
sanitoria In Chicago was found to be six times reater 
arnonL patiente fron deteriorated areas of the city than 

among those from the better ottlying areas (9, p,86), 
The preliminary report of the C omrnittee on the 

Hygiene of Housing of the imerican Public Health esocia- 
tion states that (i, p.364): 

The sense of inferiority developed in a 
honie notably below standard of friends and 
neighbors may and often does produce emotional 
reactions, particularly in children, which are 
fundamentally incompatible with mental health. 
The public has developed a keen sensitiveness 
to the dangers of conunicable disease, but still fails to realize the importance of 
emotional hazard. Under modern conditions of 
American living, a sense of inferiority due to 
living in a substandard home may often be a 
more serious health menace than any unsanitary 
conditions associated with housing. 

Much emphasis has been placed on making the house a 

sanitary and otherwise physically healthful place in which 

to live with too little emphasis placed on the house as 

being a mentally healthful place in which to live. Concern- 

ing this point, Winslow (2, p.462) says: 

In setting modern housing standards, 
health muât be interpreted in the broadest 
sense, to include not only the avoidance of 
diseuse, but also the positivo attainment of 
mental and emotional well being. Health means 
more than staying alive. Health means vigor, 
efficiency, and satisfaction in living. 



The N.tiona1 Health Assembly has stated that health 

cannot be achieved merely thx'ough a medical approach, as 

adequate housing, a living, wage, good vìorkirì conditions, 

education, recreation and other facilities aro all involved 

in physical and mental well being (9, p.86). 

The World Health Or;anization (9, p.86) defines 

health as "a stLte of complete physical, mental, and social 

well*beinc:, not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.' 

During the past half century, progress in home sani- 

tation, heating, and ventilation has been revolutionary. 

In the same period, we have been retroressing in space 

provisions to an almost equally phenominal extent. Normal 

and happy fruitful life is not possible without a : reasonable 

odicun of space (7, p.6). 

With the evidence of the influence that housing may 

have on the mental health, it i logical to assume there 

are certain aspects and features of housing that make im- 

portant contributions toward mental health. 

Chapin (5, p.840) reports that to be by oneself is a 

value, and hindrance to its realization leads to frustra- 

tians, irritations, and resentments. Self respect cannot 

tbriv when a person is continuously open to the pressures 

created by the presence of many others in the household. 

Privacy is needed Cor thinking, reflection, reading, study, 

and for aesthetic enjoyment and contemplation. When the 



physical layout of the dwellïng provides for personal and 

group privacy, certain obstac1e to sound emotional and 

mental health are removed. 

In a study (5, p.841) of rural housing in Pennsyl- 

vania, the attitudes of a sample of 517 families represent- 

Ing rural and snaiï tom inhabitants were analyzed. A 

direct relationship was found between the degree of satis- 

faction with their housir and of the amount of space 

within the house. The most satisfied families occupied the 

most space and the least satisfied had the least space. A 

scale constructed to measure housing adequacy showed the 

hiest percentage of those who dislike their housing were 
found in dwellings with the lowest scare. Those who liked 

their dwellings best ere occupying the houses that had the 

highest score. By another test, among the families that 

regarded their homes as poorer than their neighbors were 

found the dwel1ing with least space, and among the families 

that rated their homes better than their neighbors were 

found the houses with most space. 

HousingReguiremnent s 

Ease and freedom of circulation facilitates the 
normal perforimance of family functions. It permits the flow 
of various activities without interruption to freedom of 

movement or unwanted or unexpected intrusion. Ade ' nate 

storage spce is an important supplement to the preservation 



f free circulation within the dweI1in. Then. the physical 

layout of the dwelling provides for free circulation be- 

tween rooms, another obstacle to sound emotional and nental 

health will be renoved (5, pp.841-842). 

In planning for privacy in noimnal f aily lite, one 

must not forriot that sociability is another element which 

is psycholordcally and socially important. Opportunities 

for adolescent youth to meet persons of the opposite sex 

under wholesome conditions, and for families to participate 
in community activities and associations should be provided. 

Opportunities for p.iysical exercise ad recreation for both 

children and adults are also essential to a sense of 

organic well bain: and the enjoyirient of mental health. To 

achieve these purposes, adequate floor space must be pro- 

vided (i, pp.359-361). 

Mininn.rni floor spaces recornïiiended by the Committee on 

Hygiene of Housing of the Anerican Publio Health Associa- 

ton (7, p8) are: 

400 sq. ft for i person 
750 sq. ft. for 2 persons 

1,000 sq. ft. for persons 
1,150 sq. ft. for 4 persons 
1,400 sq. ft. for 5 persons 
1,550 sq. ft. for 6 persons 

Various authorities agree that the house should be 

designed to provide efficiently, economically, and attrac- 
tively, adequate enclosed, seni-ericiosed, and open space so 



planned as to accoiimodate the persons and paraphanella In- 

volved in all activities of the family, This includes 

(6, p.120): 

i. Protection from the elements. 

2. Safety of porons and personal property from 
harm or loss. 

3. PrIvacy from unvanted persons, sights, or 
sounds. 

4 Convenience in space ari'anernents, furnishings, 
and equipment. 

5, Flexibility and adaptability to changing needs 
of uses. 

6. Provision for and control of air, lights and 
sunshine . Tenpeature and humidity control. 

7, Facilltie8 for rest, recreation, exercise, and 
cultural activities. 

8, Faclitics for food preservation, storage, 
preparation, and consumption. 

9. Provision for eliminating dirt and refuse. 

10. Means of communication within and vithout, 

11. Aesthetic appeal...that hard to define quality 
that oducos a s1ritua1 lift, and a sense of 
well being. 

The design of any family dwelling providing those 

essential features would foster harmonious family life, 

provide privacy, and instill integrIty in the individuals, 

HousIng urves 

Carruth's report (3, p.42) on a group of students who 

made a study of their homes showed that typical comments 
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made borore they began their studies were: "Therets no 

place in my house to keep my stuff.' "Our house has no 

place to p1ay. If I ever get a home, I'm )oing to have 

a place where my children can p1ay.' hfter the students 

worked to develop plans they considered ideal, the report 

shovs that almost without exception final finished floor 
plans called Lor a worksh3p or activity room where children 

could play. 

Two thousand women ïn a survey conductsd by 

Chatelaine magazine (14, pp.32-34) indicated certain 
features they desired to have in a house. The results 
showed that: 

53g wanted a One-story house 

85% expressed a desire for a basement 

66 insisted on big windows of the picture variety 
43 chose a separate dining room 

57% favored the dining room being combined with the 
living room or kitchen 

55% urged 3 bedrooms 

55% would like a bedroom to serve as a den 

50% desired a combined kitchen and laundry 

6O have leisure time interests indicating a desire 
for a hobby room 

The following, recommendations were made by the 

Coittee on Hei.lth and Hygiene of the American Public 

Health Association (1, pp.6O-63) in its preliminary 

report, 



1. A room by one 's own self is ideal. r$he 
essential minimum is a room shared by 
only one other person of the same sex 
(except for parents). 

2, Sleeping rooms for children above the ac 
of two should be separate from those of 
parents. A desirable ae for separation 
of the sexes is at eight years. 

3. The dwelling should be so spaced, and 
windows so located as to limit direct 
vision from one dwelling into the bedroom 
of another. 

4. The entertainment of overnight guests and 
relatives should be considered. 

5, A living room providing 400 cubic feet of 
space per family member would be a desir- 
able ideal. 

6. In order to minimize fatipue from needless 
walking. in the performance of househ .. old 
tasks, halls and doors should be so 
located that internal circulation is 
direct and access to outside entrances 
is conveuient, especially from the kitchen. 

7. Door swings should be so arranged as to 
minimize interference wIth other doors, 
with furniture placement, or with circu- 
lation. 

8. 1asy access to the ground is important 
for packages to carry in, taking the baby 
to be sunned, or washing to be hung out. 

9, For storage, closets should be at least 
22 inches deep and three feet or more in 
length for each bedroom. 

10, Additional general storage for miscellaneous 
objects other than personal clothing and 
equipment should also be provided. 

il. Play space for young children should be 
available withIn sight of the dwelling and 
searated from adolescents. 



A survey ot 1,000 Lamilies was conducted f ør the 

purpose of deteruining the defects of rental dwe1lins, 

The results showed that families wanted (17, pp.4-19): 

1. nclosed back yards, 

. Private proteeted front and back entrances. 

3, Front porches, 

4, Sufficient wall space for furniture placement 
free from drafts and a view of the kitchen. 

5, The front door located so the kitchen cannot 
be viewed, 

6. Doors on all living room storae closets. 

As a result of the survey, the Federal Public Housing 

Agency (17, pp.1-67) made the following recomnendations in 

regard to housing for renting families. 

le In a two-story house, stairs should be near 
the kitchen. 

2. Small space for storage of children's toys 
should be provided in the living room. 

3, Adejuate 1ichting for children's study and 
sewing should be provided. 

4. Living rooms should be sufficiently generous 
to permit various room arrangements. 

5. Discontinue provisions for dining in the 
living room, 

6. Kitchen stoves should be located so there is 
no space on either side (safety precaution 
for children), 

7, Adequate dining area should be provided in 
the kitchen,.,,locgtedl at least three feet 
from the stove, 



8, Adequate work top and storage area 
should be provided in the kitchen..,, 
three to six feet, exclusive of drain- 
board, 

9. Kitchen should rtot be less than 100-180 
square feet for one, two, three, and four 
bedroom house. The area for dining should 
vary from 40 to 88 square feet for one to 
four bedrooms, 

lo. The utility room should provide storage 
fort washing machine, laundry supçlies, 
home-canned foods, house-cleaning supplies, 
inside drying space, parden and tool equip- 
ment, and window screens. It should have 
direct access from outside and kitchen, 
a3equate window space for lighting, and 
clothes drying space. 

11, The bathroom should have at least 35 
square feet of floor space. 

The survey also shòwed that 1ivin: rooms were used 

most often for children's play, children's 

sewing. The kitchen was used for dining, 

children's recreation, clothes drying, and 

rooms were used for chiidrents recreation, 

sewing. Failure to include proper clothes 

was the greatest problem next to storage. 

14 

study, and for 

hi1dren' s study, 

ironing. Bed- 

study, and 

drying space 

Living rooms 

V with an arca of 210 square feet or more are usually too 

large and encourage families to buy unnecessary furniture. 

The area adequacy of the rental unit depended upon the lay- 

out of the rental unit. 
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G onc1udiz Statement 

In view oí the evidence showing the harmful effects 

poor housing. may have on famii relationships and personal, 

social, and emotional development of thdividual family 

members, it is encourain to see other evidences of 

family wants and needs being considered as a basis for 

planning a home. 



CHA PTER III 

LIMITATIONS OF STUDY 

Income Factor 

Renting families with a higher income have a reater 

opportunity to select the type of housing they desire when 

it is available, Coat is not as major an item to them as 

only an average o1 20 per cent of their income is 8pent 

on housing (li, p.9). It is the fate of the middle- and 

lower-income families to take what they can afford from 

what is left. Cost 18 & major item for them as their 

housing may consunie 25 per cent to 40 per cent of their 

income (11, p.9)' In order' to live within their incomes, 

many families are forced to.iive in :rouses that are too 

inadequate In spoe Lnd facilities to meet their needs, 

Consequently the family must fit itself to the house; a 

factor which eventually may have a direct relation to the 

mental health and emotional well being o1 each meiber of 

the family and the quality of family life fostered there. 

The study has been limited to those families hose 

present or future occupation placed them in the middle- 

income bracket. The 1950 Census was used as a basis for 

determining the scope of the middle-income bracket, The 

census (16, p.26), Table 32, shows the income distribution 
of rural non-farm families in Nevada as follows: 



29,7 have an annua]. ineorne undex 2,500 
50,9 have an annual income between '2,5OO 

and $5,0oC 

11.8% have an annual income between 5,0OO 
and l0,0O0 

4.8 have an annual income overa lO,O00 

The median annual incoxne for the rural non-farm fami- 

lies is 13,376. Half of the rural non-farm familles living 
In Nevada earned an Income between '*2,500 and 5,000. Less 

than one-third of the families earned an Income above or 

below these incomes, Thus, for the purpose of this study, 
the middle-income bracket was considered to be between 

12,500 and 13,000 income per year. 

Factor of Location 

The rental unIt is to be planned for renting families 
living in Falion, Nevada. The 1950 Census (16, p.6), 
Table 6, lists Fallan as a rural non-farm community with a 

population of 2,400. Its rate of growth has jumped from an 
"j 8 per cent increase from 1930 to 1940 to a 20 per cent in- 

crease from 1940 to 1950, This increase in growth may be 

attributed largely to a naval air base located eirh . t iles 
east of Fallon, and the establishment of a large tunrsten 
mill west of the city limits, The estimated population 
çrrowth by 1960 will give a population of 2,900 or a 21 per 
cent increase over the present census.1 

1Predietjon made by the Churchill County Chamber of 
Commerce, Fallon, Nevada. October 19, 1953. 



The major industries in and around Fallon are dairy- 
Ing and the tungsten mill. The mnjor occupations are 

ranching and mercandIsjn, Recently discovered rdnoral 
resources auient the possibility of future industrial 
prowth. 

The town has eleven churches, thirty socIal nd 

fraternal organizations for men and thirty-six for vomen, 

two theaters, a library, and tïwo parks. These facilities 
offer an array of social and recreational activities for 
families and indivIduals. Fallon also serves as the s1op- 

ping, socIal, educatona1, recreational, and reli;ious hub 

Of an additional 3,768 rural farming population. 

Fallon is situated in the heart of Lhonton Valley 

in western Nevada at an altitude of 3,900 feet above sea 

level. It is literally an oasis In the desert. The sur- 

rounding topography is relatively flat and arid, The 

avera,e precipitation is approximately five inches per 

year. There are approximately 230 clear sunny days and 

88 partly sunny days during the year. A prevailing 
westerly wind through the year averages approximately three 
miles per hour, The average low temperature in the winter 
is about 20 deçrees Fahrenheit. During a severe winter the 

temperature Inay drop as low as -20 degrees Fahrenheit. The 

average temperature in the summer Is 90 degrees Fahrenheit. 

2Statistics obtained from the Churchill County Chamber of 
Commerce, Fallan, Nevada. October 19, 1953. 



19 

t times the teniperature reachos as high as 110 derees 

1aiuenhit In the summer months the span of teperature 

during the day may be as muoh as 60 degrees. The warm 

season usually becins in April and extends through 

Octobei .3 

The 1950 housing census (15, p.23), Table 29, is 

fairly indicative of the number of families 1iviig in 

Fallon that depend on rental units for housing. 0f the 

1,186 rural nan-farm families, 630 (55) families live in 

their own homes arid 556 (45) live in rental units. At the 

present time, the housing situation in FaIin is considered 

to be acute. It is expected to grow even more acute be- 

cause of an expansion procram already in progress at the 

naval base. Much of the present housing available for rent- 

in families is old with limited space and inconvenient 

space arrangeients. Larger, more modern rental facilities 

are in reat demand. 

Ciimatic ïnfor"riation obtained from John A, McCormick, 
Chief of Farm Deve1opent. University of Nevada Agricul- 
turai Experiment Station, Newlands Field Station, Fallan, 
Nevada. October 14, 1953. 



CHPTiR IV 

rrTHOD OF PROCXÎDURE 

Planning a house to be used by renting fathilies pre- 

cents a problem quite different frornthat oLt planning a 

house for one specific family1 In the latter case the 

problem is quite simple in that the specific needs and 

wants of a family planning to build ean be determined and 

the house designed accordingly. \'hen planning a house for 
renting fan-iilies, the problem becomes more complex. Each 

renting family has some needs, wants, and living patterns 

similar to other renting 

ly different, The first 
ing which needs, wants, 

most familieø. The size 

indicate the size of the 

Obtaining the Data 

families and some 'that are entre. 
problem then becomes that of find.. 

nd living patterns are comiion to 

of the families may serve to 

house renting families need. 

An interview check list covering the general family 

picture, size, make-up, income, attitudes, preferences, 

and family living habits was worked out to use in inter.. 

viewing famili6s. This chock list was then experimentally 

used with five homemakers living in rental unIts for the 

purpose of determining its workability and completeness 

and to standardize an interview technique, At their sug- 

gestions, changes were made and the final interview check 
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list (Appendix ) was dev1oped. 

Teachers and business people who were in a position 

to know families who were renting were contacted for names 

of families. These families were approached by letter or 

personal contact to find out if they would be williap, to 

cooperate in the study. Twenty-six families were 8elOCted 

for the study. Thirteen of the families lived in Fallon, 

Nevada, and thirteen families lived in Corv11is, Oregon. 

Corvallis families were included in the study to substanti- 

ate certain basic family living habits, wants, and needs 

and to see if there were simIlarities between renting fami- 

lies in the two sections of the country. An attempt was 

made to select Fallon families whose occupation would 

probably crive them an income within the middle-income 

bracket established for this study. No attempt was made 

to select Corvallis families on this basis. 

Usually the housewife was the person interviewed. 

On several occasions, however, both husband and wife were 

present and joined in answering the check list. The inter- 

view check list was chocked by the investigator as the co- 

operating person indicated the correct answer, The length 

of time usually required for each interview was ninety 

minutez. 

After analyzing the results of the interview check 

list, a typical family was evolved to facilitate the 
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development of the plan, parttculaly in regard to space 

needs and probable family activities. Using this and 

other conclusions derived from the analysis of the data, 

the plan for the rental unit was developed. 

Basic Rules for P1annin a House 

In developing the plan, several basic rules of plan- 

ning were given consideration. 

1, ork areas should be planned to give comfort and 

convenience to the housewife who spends 40 to 50 hours per 

week doing regulr household duties (4, p.2). 
2. Since half of the homemaker's time is spent in 

the kitchen, it is important that special consideration 

be given to arranging work areas in a logical sequence. 

, The kitchen area should be as centrally located 

in the house as possible to save steps and work, 

4. Each room should be planned to allow space and 

facilities Cor the activities for which the room will be 

used, and ror convenient and varied furniture arrangements. 

5. ursas for recreation, relaxation, and privacy 

should be included, 

6. Circulation to and from different areas in the 

house should be direct, in logical sequence, and away from 

the main work areas. 

7. Storage should be adequate for each person to 

store personal belongings. General storage for storing 



family possessions should be located near the piace where 

they aro most frequently used. 

8. A pian should be flexible to meet the changing 

noed of individuai families and the different needs of 

different familles. 

Minimum Standard s 

In developing the plan, the basic space minimums 

established by Cai'ter and Hincheliff (4, pp.64-86) were 

used as guides for determining room and area sizes. Living 

rooms should be 12 feet to 13 feet 6 inches in width and 

18 to 22 feet in length. If the living room is to serve 

as a dining area also, the length should be increased. The 

dining room should be siihtly oblong with an area of at 

least 120 square feet. The minimum size for a kitchen is 

50 square feet. Ninety square feet is classified as small 

and 110 square feet Is considered medium. There should be 

three feet of counter space on each side of the sink, and 

three foot six inches to fouis feet of clear space in front 

of the sink, cabinets, and the range. An eating area in 

the kitchen should be about six or seven feet square. A 

bedroom of 100 square feet is the minimum if two peop'e azo 

to share the room using a double bed. One hundred twenty 

square feet should be provided for twin beds. The minimum 

size for the bath is five feet by seven feet, or thirty- 

five square f ect. Closets should be at least 24 inches 
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deep and should provide frori three to four feet of rod 

hanging space for each person. 



CHAPTER V 

RESULTS AND ANALYS IS OF DATA 

The interview check lists were sumiiarized nd the data 

analyzed, The results are included on this and the rollow- 

In some instances, nearly all twenty-six families 

concurred in their opinions. In other instances, the fami- 

lies were almost equally divided between two preferences or 

habits of living. t times there was similarity of wants 

and living habits between families living in Corvallis, 

Oregon, and families living in Fallon, Nevada. 

For convenience, sorne of the data for the two locali- 
ties have been grouped together. When a comparison of the 

two towns proved interesting, the data were kept separate. 

In these instances, the letter 'IC" is used to represent 

Corvallis, Oregon families and the letter ffptl represents 

Fallan, Nevada families. 
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Table 1. Number of children in the twenty-six renting 
families interviewed. (13 Fallon, Nevada 
families; 13 Corvallis, Oregon families.) 

Number of Number of Families Having Children 
Children F C Total Number Per cent 

O 1 4 5 19,2 

1 3 0 3 11.5 

2 5 5 10 38.5 

3 2 3 5 19.2 

4 1 1 2 7.7 

5 1 0 1 

Total 1 13 26 100,0 

The size of the family is significant in determining 

the area and spate needs, In ali 1aniilies both parents were 

living in the home, Twenty-one families had a total of 51 

children, or an average ot 2.43 children per family. How- 

ever, the average number of children for the 26 families 

was 1,99 per family. 

0f the 21 families with children, three families had 

one child; ten families had two children; five had three; 

two had four; and one family had five children. Five fami- 

lies had no children, Approximately 70 per cent of the 

families had two or more children. The largest family with 

children numbered seven, includ:tng the parents. 

Of the 51 children, 30 were boys and 21 were girls, a 

difference of nine more boys than girls. The number of 
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children in the family is a deciding factor in determining 
the number of bedrooms in the house. Since there was a 

large number of both boys and girls, it is reasonable to 

assume that most renting families need three bedrooms in 

their rental units, 

Table 2 Monthly income of twenty-six renting families 
interviewed. (13 Fallon, Nevada families; 
13 Corvallis, Oregon ramilles.) 

onthly Number of FamiIis in Income Group 
Income C Total Number Per cent 
Under 2OO 0 3 3 11.5 

2OO-43OO 2 2 4 15.4 

Ç3OO-440O 4 3 7 

44OO or over 7 5 12 46.2 

____I_ _ 26 100.0 

The families were asked to indicate on the check list 
where their income would fall on the income scale. The 

three families reporting an income under 20O per month 

lived in Corvallis, Oregon and were students at Oregon 

State College, Four familles had an Income between '20O- 

'300; seven families earned between 3OO44OO; and twelve 

families reported an income of over 4OO Seventy-three 

per cent of the families were earning an income of 30O or 

moro per month, More families in Fallan, Nevada were earn- 

Ing a higher income than families in Cozvallis, ThIs may 

be partly attributed to the three student families in the 



Corvallis, Oregon group. 

Table 3. Amount of monthly rent paid by twenty-six 
rentin.r families, (13 Pallori, Nevada 
families; 13 Corvallis, Orocon families.) 

Amount of Number of Families Pay.nRent 
Rent Paid 
per Month F C Total Number Per cent 

$45460 8 6 14 5.9 

6O475 5 4 9 34.6 

75490 Ø 3 3 11,5 

Total 13 26 100.0 

The families were asked the amount of rent they were 

paying to help the investigator deternine quality and 

quantity of housing, being, received for the amount of rent 

paid. 

Over half of the faii1ies were paying a rent ranging 

between I!;45 arid $60 per month. Approximately one-third of 

the families were paying between 6O and Less than 

one-tenth of the families paid between 75 and p90, The 

highest rents paid were paid by famIlies lIving in 

Corvallis, Orecon. An interesting point is that one of 

the families paying a rent between $75 and 90 was a 

student family reporting an income under 200 per month. 

Only two of the families were renting under a lease 

arrangement The rent most families were paying may indi- 

cate to a prospective builder of renttl units the 
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approximate amount of rout families are accustomed to 

paying. 

Table 4. Reasons for renting given by the twenty-six 
renting families interviewed. (13 Falïon, 
Nevada families; 13 CorvallIs, Oregon familios,) 

Reasons Number of Families 
Given by Giving Reason 
Families F Total Number Per cent 

Subject to transfer 5 4 9 34.6 

Not found right house 3 4 7 26,9 

Prefer renting 1 0 1 3.9 

Other reason 4 5 9 34.6 

Total 13 13 100.0 

Table 4 summarizes the answers given when the families 

were asked theIr reasons for renting, Nine families were 

renting because their work was subject to transfer. Seven 

families were renting because they had not found the right 
house to own Only one family preferred renting to owning. 

In answering tother reason," several families volunteered 

the information that they were 1nable to afford a house 

while other families did not indicate a reason, compari- 

son of the families in the two localities shows a great 

deal of similarity in the number of families indicating 

their reasons for renting. 
Occupation and economics conditions of the family 

have a definite influence on whether the family chooses to 
buy or rent. 



Table 5, Plan for home ownership of the twenty-six 
renting families interviewed. (13 Fallan, 
Nevada faruilies; 13 Corvallis, Oregon families,) 

Number of Fani1ics P1anninr 
Length of to Own Wth1n Given 
Time Lef ore Leth of Time 
Owncship F C Total Number Per cent 

Within 5 years 7 10 17 65.3 

Between 5-10 years 3 1 4 15,4 

After 10 years 3 1 4 15.4 

No plans 
- 

o i 
- - 

1 3.9 
- 

Total 
:, 

13 13 
in - 

26 
-- _ 

100.0 

Families were asked to indicate if they had plans for 

owning a home. Twenty-five families answered they planned 

to own their homes eventually, Seventeen families hope to 

buy their hoites within the next Live years; Lout families 

hope to buy a home within the next ten years; and four 

families thou.at it would be after ten yars before they 

own their home, Only one fariily indicated that no definite 

plans for owning a home had been mado. 

The large percentage of renting fai1ies who expect 

to own their homes wlthtn five years indicates that the 

period of renting for e. family would be limited. A land 

lord could then expect a frequent turnover of renting 

families. 



Table 6. Roorn, exclu3ive of bedroOEls, in present rental units occupied by twenty- 
six renting faiilies; and rooms desired in rental units by twenty-six 
renting fanili.es. (13 FalIon, Nevada 1 Cora1lis, Orcon 
familie.s.) 

Number of FamIlies Number of Families 
Having Roan in Pre- Think Room Necessary 
sent Rental Unit in Rental Unit 

Room 
:-zii 

TotJ. Per cent i Totaf Per c.ent 

Living 13 13 26 100.0 3 12 25 

Dining 11 6 17 65.4 6 
rj 13 50.0 

Kitchen 13 13 26 100.0 13 11 25 96.2 

Utility 7 6 i 57.7 9 6 17 65.4 

Study 
o hen 2 1 3 11.5 1 4 5 19.2 

Multi- 
Purpose O O O O 2 6 8 30.8 

Bath 13 13 26 100.0 13 13 26 100.0 

attic 
(usb1e) 4 2 6 p3.4 2 3 5 19.2 

Basement 3 3 6 23.4 9 6 15 57,7 

Pocb 6 7 500 2 7 9 

FJ 
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Families we1e asked to indicate the number of rooms 

they had in their rental units and to indicate the rooms 

they considered necessary in a rental unit. 

Twenty-six ramilies had a bathroom and all felt it 

was necessary, Twenty-six families had a living room and 

a kitchen, but only 25 felt they were necessary. The one 

homemaker who indicated a kitchen was not necessary did 

not indicate why she felt as she did Seventeen fariilies 
had a dining room, but only 13 thought one necessary. This 

decrease in number of families who feel a dining room is 
necessary may indicate a trend away from dining rooms. 

When building a rental unit, if bui1din, costs necessitate 

the elimination of one room, the dining room may well be 

the first one to be eliminated. 

Fifteen families bad a utility room, but 17 thought 

one was necessary. Utility room was interpreted to mean 

the laundry area in the house. 

Thirteen families had a front and back porch, but 

only nine felt they were necessary. Only six families had 

a basement, but 15 relt a basement necessary. Many of these 

families volunteered the information that they would use the 

basement for storare. 
Six families had a usable attic, but only five felt 

it necessary. None of the families reported a multi- 

purpose room in their present rental unit, 'but eight 



£ani1ios thought one was neeessary. The eight faui1ies 

expressing a desire for a multi-purpose room indicated it 

would be used for sewing, children's play, hobby work, and 

a family living areas The eight families represented 

almost one-third of the families interviewed, which may 

indicate a growing desire for a multi-purpose room in 

futuro housing. 

The following rooms, exclusive of bedrooms, were 

considered necessary by 50 per cent or nore of the renting 

families. 

Bath 

Kitchen 

Living room 

Utility room 

Basement 

Dining room 

lOO.0 

96 .29 

96.2 

65.4% 

57.7% 

I 

The dining room is considered necessary by 50 per 

cent of the families. Since the number of families desir- 

ing a dining room is ejually divided, it will probably be 

the decision of the landlord to decide whether to include 

a dining room in a rental unit or not. 

These rooms were not considered necessary by 50 per 

cent or more of the families. 

Attic 80.8% 

Study or Den 80.8% 



Multi-purpose room 69.2w 

Porch 65.4% 

Dining room 50.0% 

Â comparison of the two localities shows there was 

no significant difference in number or famIlies expressing 

a preference for the living room, dining room, kitchen, 

uti1ity room, and bith. Seventy-six por cent of the fami- 

lies in Fallon, Nevada had a dining room whereas only 42 

per cent of the families in Corvallis, 0roon had a dining 

room. More families livin. in Corvallis considered a study 

or den and u1ti-purpose room necessary than did the f ami- 

1ie living in Fallon. Also, more Corvallis fa nulos eon- 

sidored a porch necessary than did Fallon families. Rainy 

weather may be a factor influencing Corvallis families to 

desire a porch, More FaLlon families preferred a basement 

than did Corvallis families, 

The preferences of families indicated that in addi- 

tion to bedrooms, a living room, kitchen, utility room, 

and bath mi,ht also be considex'ed as musts in a rental 

unit. 



Table ?* Number of bedrooms In present rental units; nuniher of families satïsfl:d; 
and nunibet of failIes not saIsfIed Twenty-SIx renting familles inter- 
viewed. (13 Fallon, Nevada families; 13 Corvallis, Oregon families.) 

Number of Nuinbe.r of Familles Number of Families Number of Families 
Bedrooms i-deporting Number Satisfled with Not Satisfied 
in of Bedrooms Number of Bedrooms Number of Bedrooms 
Present . 

Rental 1 C Total ± (. TOt.i1 F C Total 

i 2 3 5 19.2 0 2 2 2 1 3 11.5 

2 9 8 17 65.4 i 2 3 11.5 8 6 14 53.8 

3 1 2 3 11.5 1 1 2 7.? 0 1 I 3.9 

4 11 0 1 3.9 1 0 1 3.9 0 0 0 0 

Total 13 13 26 100.0 3 5 8 30.8 10 8 18 69.2 

- - 
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Each rmi1y was asked how many bedioc,xn8 were in the 

rental unit arid if the number was adequate. Of the 26 

fani1i6s intervIewed, 22 (84.6%) had only one or two bed- 

rooms. Of these 22 fari1ies, 17 were dissatisfied wIth 

that number of bedrooms. Only tour families had three or 

more bedrooms. Three of these famIlies wore satisfied 
with the number of bedrooms In their rental units and one 

was not. More Fallon families than Corvallis families 

felt the number of bedrooms was Inadequate. The three 

families desiring four and five bedrooms lived in Corvallis, 

Ore on, 

More than two-thirds of al]. the families were dis- 
satisfied with the number of bedrooms in their rental 
units, indicating a large number of rental units with in- 

adequate sleeping space and a need fo more sleeping ac- 

coinmodations in rental units. 
Table 7 shows that of the 26 familIes interviewed, 

eicht familles (3O.8) were satisfied with the number of 

bedrooms in their rental units, The 18 (69.22g) families 

indicating an insufficient number of bedrooms were asked 

to tell how many bedrooms would be adequate. The table 

which follows (Table B) shows the number of bedrooms 

desired by the twenty-six families. 



Table 8. Preferences for number of bedrooms stated by twenty-six renting families 
interviewed. (L Fallan, Nevada families; 13 CorvallIs, Oreon families.) 

Number of FamIlies Number of Families Total Number of 
Number Satisfied with Not Satisfied with Families DesIring 

of Number of Bedrooms Number of Bedrooms Number of Bedrooms 
Bedrooms F C Total F C Total Fer cent 

I O 2 2 0 0 0 2 7.7 

2 1 2 3 1 0 1 4 15.4 

3 1 1 2 9 5 14 16 61. 

4 1 0 1 0 2 2 3 11.5 

5 o O O O 3. 1 1 3,9 

T o tal 358 10 8 18 26 100 0 
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According to Table 8, three bedrooms were thsixed by 

16 at the 26 renting families. Two fani1ies would be 

satisfied with only one bedroom and four families would be 

satisfied with two bedrooms. Four bedroons were considered 

necessary by three families. One family having four chi1 

dren vanted five bedrooms, Seventy-seven per cent of the 

families desire three or more bedrooms in a rental unit. 

Table 9 gIves the data obtained when families were 

asked to 4ve their present and preferred location for 
eating meals. Nineteen families were eating breakfast in 

the kitchen and 20 families preferred thIs location. Seven 

families were eating breakfast in the dining room or the 

dining area in the living room, but only six famillies 

preferred this location for breakfast, 

Seventeen families were eating lunch in the kitchen, 

but only 16 of them preferred that location. Nine fami- 

lies were eating lunch In the dining room, or dining area 

in the livinfT roam, and ten families preferred that loca- 

tion for eating lunch, 

Twelve families were eating dinner In the kitchen, 

but onlj eIit families preferred to eat their dinner 
there. Fourteen families wore eating dinner in the dining 
room, or dining area in the living room, but 18 fanillies 
preferred catinc their dinner there., 

n eating area in the kitchen was the preferred loca- 

tion for eatirir breakfast and lunch, The dininz room, or 



Table 9. Present location and preferred location for eating meals of twenty-six 
renting families interviewed. (13 Fallon, Nevada families; 13 Corvallis, 
Oregon families.) 

Number of Familie8 Number of Families 
Now Eating in Preferring Eating 

Location of Location Location 
Meal Eating Meal F C Total Per cent F C Total Fer cent 

I3reakfast iitchen 9 10 19 73.1 10 10 20 76.9 

Dining room or 
Living room 4 3 7 26.9 3 3 6 23.1 

Total 13 13 26 100.0 13 13 26 100.0 

Lunch Kitchen 8 9 17 65.4 7 9 16 61.5 

Dining room or 
Living room 5 4 9 34.6 6 4 10 38.5 

Total 13 13 26 100.0 13 13 26 100.0 

Dinner Kitchen 5 7 12 46.2 2 6 8 30.8 

Dining room or 
Living, room 8 6 14 53.8 11 7 18 69.2 

Total 13 13 26 100.0 15 13 26 100.0 



a dining area in the living room, was the preferred loca- 

tion for eating dinner. This indicates a desire of the 

families for two eating areas; one in the kitchen, and the 

other in a separate dining room, or a dining area in the 

living room. 

Table 10, Frequency of entertaining guests for meals 
reported by twenty-six renting families. 
(13 Fallon, Nevada families; 13 Corvallis, 
Oregon families,) 

Number of Families Total Nu«ibor 
Entertainiag This of Families 

Frequency of Frequently Entertaining Total 
Entertaining ç Freiuently Percent 

Once a week 
or of tener 5 4 9 34.6 

Twice a ionth 5 7 13 38.5 

Once a month 2 1 3 11.5 

Four or five 
tiinesa year 3 1 4 15.4 

Tobal 13 13 26 100.0 

Entertaining is one of the frequent or infrequent ac- 

tivities of the family for which some facilities and space 

should be planned in order to encourage the learning of 

social gracesin a desirable atmosphere. 

Nine of the 26 families entertained as frequently as 

once a week or oftener. Ten families entertained twice a 

month. Four families entertained once a month, und Cour 

families entertained four or five times a year. 



Eleven families would entertain more 1f they had more 

space arid facilities. Four of these families fell into the 

group that entertained once a month or four or five times a 

year. Seven of these familles were already entertaining as 

frequently as twice a month or oftener. 

seventy-three per cent of the families entertained as 

frequently as twice a month indicatin that sorne space must 

be allowed and some provisions made for serving guests at 

meals. 

In Table li, families were asked to indicate their 

preferences for the direction the living room and kitchen 

should face in relation to the street. Thirteen families 

preferred having the living room face the street and twelve 

families preferred having the kitchen face the street. An 

equal nwthor of families preferred having the two rooms 

face the back f the lot. Three families had no prefer- 

ences for the direction the living room faced and three 

families had no preference for the direction the kitchen 

faced, One family expressed a preference for having the 

kitchen face the aide of the lot rather than the back or 

the front. 



Table 11. Pieferences for p1aerrtent of idtchen and living room In relationship to 
the street. eported by twenty-six renting familles. (13 Fallon, Novada 
families; 13 Corvallis, Oregon families.) 

- -n----:- if.. - -- -j- 

Number of Families Pro- 
- -- _ff__ 

Number of Families Pro- 
ferring Direction Lerring Direction 

Direction for KITC}thN Íor LIVING IO)L1 

FacinE; i C Total Fer tent F C Total er cenb 

Stret G 6 12 46.1 6 7 13 50.0 

Back of lot 5 5 10 38.5 6 4 10 36.5 

No preference 2 1 3 11.5 1 2 3 lleS 

Other o i i 3.9 0 0 0 0 

. 

Total 13 13 26 
. ---.--- 

100.0 13 13 26 100.0 



Table 12. Preference for placement of kitchen arid living room In relation to compsa 
directIon, kleported by twenty-dx renting familles. (13 Fallon, Nevada 

families; 13 Corvallis, Oregon familles.) 

Nwnber of axnilles Pre- Number of Familles Pro- 
frring Direction ferring Direction 

Dlrect.on for KITCHN fOrLIV1NG kO)M 

Facing F C 2otal Per cent F G Total Per cent 

East 7 9 16 61.5 2 3 5 19.1 

West 0 1 1 3.9 4 0 4 15.4 

North 1 0 i 3.9 0 1 1 3.9 

South 2 3 5 19.2 5 3 8 30.8 

No preference 3 0 3 11.5 2 6 8 30.8 

Total 13 13 26 100.0 13 13 26 100.0 
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Families were also asked to Indicate their prefer- 

ences for the direction the kitchen or living rooni should 

face in relation to the compass direction. Sixteen fami- 

lies preferred the kitchen facing east, Five families 

preferred having the livinp room facing east, Five fami- 

lies would have the kitchen face south and eight would have 

the living room face that direction. Only three LamiliGs 

had no preference for the direction the kitchen faced, but 

eight families had rio preference for the direction the 

living room faced. This tends to indicate that families 

have a more definite opinion regarding the direction the 

kitchen should face than they do the direction the living 

room faces, Only one family wanted the kitchen to face 

west, but four families would have the living room face in 

that direction, These four families were living in Fallon, 

Nevada, Only ano family preferred having the kitchen face 

north arid only one family wanted the living room facing 

north, East seems to be the neferred direction for facing 

the kitchen, South is the preferred direction for Ladri 

the living room, 



Table 13. Present and preferrcd location for laundry facilities of twenty-six renting 
families. (13 Fallan, Nevada familles; 13 Corvallis, Oreron faniIics.) 

Number of Families 
Reporting Present Number of Families 

Location Preferring Location 

Location F C Total Per cent F C Total Per cent 

Kitchen 3 0 3 11.5 2 2 4 15,4 

Back Porch 3 3 6 23.1 0 0 0 0 

Basement i 3 4 15.4 2 2 4 15.4 

Bathroom I O i 3.9 0 0 0 0 

Utility Room 
Near Kitchen 4 6 10 38.5 9 9 18 69.2 

Other 1 1 2 7.6 0 0 0 0 

Total 13 13 26 100.0 13 13 26 100.0 

oe 



Families were asked to indicate the location of 

laundry facilities In their rental units and to state the 

location they v'ou1d prefer for laundry facilities. Accord- 

Ing to Table 13, ten rental units had laundry facilities 

located in a uti1it room. Eighteen faii1ies preferred 

this location. Six families had laundry facilities ori the 

back porch, but none preferred this location. Laundry 

facilities were located in the baseìent of fOUL' rental 

units and four families preferred this location. Only 

three families had laundry f cilities in the kitchen, but 

four families preferred tuis location. One family had 

laundry faei1itis in the bathxoom, but did not prefer 

this location. The preferred location for laundry facL 

litiez is in the utility room near the kitchen, 



Table 14. Present and preferred location for doing ironing. Twenty-six famllle$ 
interviewed. (13 Fallan, Nevada families; 13 CorvallIs, Oregon familles.) 

Number Qf Families Number of Families 

Location 
Using Location at Preferring 

for Present Location 

Ironing -r-- Total Percent F G Total Per cent 

Kitchen 8 6 14 53.3 7 7 14 53.8 

Utility Room O 1 1 3.9 5 3 8 30.8 

Basement O 1 1 3.9 1 2 3 11.5 

Bedroom i O 1 3.9 0 0 0 0 

Other .rea 4 5 9 84.5 0 1 1 3.9 

Total 13 13 26 100.0 13 13 26 100.0 



The families were asked to tell where the ironing was 

done in the present rental unit, and where they would pro- 

fer to do the family ironin. 

Ls seen by Table 14, fourteen families did the iron- 

ing in the kitchen, and fourteen families preferred doing 

it there. Only one family did ironing in the utility room, 

but eight families would prefer that location, The buse- 

mont was the ironinc, center for one family, but three fami- 

lies preferred that location. Only one family ironed in 

the bedroom and that loeation was not preferred by anyone. 

Nino fam1ies were doing ironing in other urcas such as 

the living room and dining room, but only one faily listed 

"other" as a preferred place for ironing. It is interest- 

Ing to noto that eiphteen families in Table 13 (page 45) 

wanted a utility room for the laundry area, but only four- 

teen wanted to iron there. 



Table 15, Present fci11tios for arid attitude toward a drip-dry place In a rentai 
unit. Reported by twenty-six renting ramilles interviewed. (13 FalIon, 
Nevada families; 13 Corvallis, Oregon £amilies.) 

Lack or Nunber of Families Number of Families 
Presence of Think Drip-Di'y Space Think Drip-Dry paee 
Drip-Dry Necessa Not Necessary 
Facilities F C Total Pe cent F C Total Per cent 

,, - 

.-.----------*,- 

Facilities 
present 4 5 9 4.6 i 4 5 19.2 

Facilities - 

not present 4 7 26.9 4 I 5 19.2 

Total 8 16 61.5 5 5 10 38.4 
_______ r ,r 

t 



A drip-dry place was interpreted as meaning a loca- 

tion íor hanging a limited number of articles during rainy 

or freezing weather, and for hanging articles that needed 

to drip dry, This area could also be used for drying 

articles which are washed arid rinsed arid the water is 

allowed to drip out. According to Table l, sixteen fami- 

lies thInk a drip-dry place is necessary in a rental unit, 

Ten families did not think a drip-dry place was necessary. 

In both Instances the families from the two localities 

were equally divided. The utility room, basement, and back 

porch were named most frequently as the desired location 

oz a drip-dry place. 

Table 16. Number of families having a storage problem in 
rental unit. Twenty-six families interviewed. 
(13 Fallon, Nevada families; 13 Corvallis, Ore- 

gon families.) 

Number of Families 
Report Giving Report 
Given F C Total Per cent 

Have a storage 
problem in 
rental unit 8 9 17 65.4 

No storage 
problem 5 4 9 34.6 

Total 13 13 26 100.0 

Seventeen familles reported a storage problem in their 

rental units. Inadequate storage, poorly planned, and in- 

accessible storage space were given as the causes of 
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storage pob1ems by those families reporting a problem. 

Items for which adequate storage was lacking in most rental 

units were: children's toys, sewing materials and equip- 

ment, vacuum cleaner, ironing board and luggage. 

Table 17, Preferences for car shelter of twenty-six renting 
families. (13 Falion, Nevada families; 13 
Corvallis, Oregon families,) 

Number of Families 
Type of Preferring Type of 
Shelter Car Shelter 
Preferred C Thta1 Per cent 

H., ç_ . ... .. .. .... .....-,... - 
Enclosed garage 

single car 3 3 6 

two car 5 10 15 

Total number of families 
desiring enclosed garage 8 13 21 80.8 

Carport 5 0 5 l.2 

Total 13 13 26 100.0 

All twenty-six families owned a car. Twenty families, 

nine living in Fallon, and 11 living in Corvallis, consider- 

ed a garage an important enough feature to pay higher rent 

for a house with a garage. Six families did not consider 

it that important. Only one or two of the families indi- 

cated that more than one car was owned by the famii. 

Several families indicating a desire for a two-car garage 

said they would like to have the extra spece for storage. 

All five families preferring a carport lived in 

Fallon. Of the 21 families preferring an enclosed garage, 
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15 preferred a two-car garage and six preferred a single- 

car garage. 

Seventeen of the 21 families preferring an enclosed 

garage preferred the garage built in with the house and 

four wanted it to be a separate structure with a connecting 

breezeway. 

Although renting families stated a preference for a 

two-car garage built as part of the house, the cost of 

buildin will probably make it prohibitive to include in a 

rental unit. A landlord niWht consider, however, that 

76.9 per cent of the families would be willing to pay moro 

for a rental unit with a garage. 



Table 18. Pieces of furniture and equipment owned by 
50 per cent or more of the twenty-six renting 
families interviewed. 

Piece of Total Number of 
Furniture Fani1ies Owning 

Owned Furniture Per cent 

Ironing board 26 100.0 

Electric mixer 24 92,3 

Vacuum cloaner 23 88.5 

Arm chair (s) 23 88.5 

Chest (s) 23 88.5 

Cardtable (s) 23 88,5 

Su it c a s e s 
large 25 96.2 
medium 23 8.5 
small 22 84,6 

Sewing machine 22 84.6 
portable 13 
console 9 

Washing machine 21 80.8 
automatic 16 
non-autoraatic 5 

Typewriter 21 80.8 

Double bed (s) 20 '76.9 

End table (s) 20 76.9 

Floor lamps 20 76.9 

Electric refrigerator 19 7.1 

Davenport 19 73.1 

Bath scales 19 73.1 

Sincrle bed (s) 18 89,2 



Table 18. (ContInued) 

Piece of Total Number of 
Furniture Familles Owning 

Owned Furniture Per cent 

Trunk 16 61.5 

Tricyc1e 16 61.5 

Dining table and 4 chairs 15 57.7 

Coffee table 15 57.7 

Desk 15 57.7 

1ightstnd (s) 15 57.7 

Kitchen table and 4 chairs 14 53.8 

Bicycles 14 53.8 

Boo1 case 50,0 

The pieces of furniture listed in Table 18 were 

considered significant because they require either floor 
space or storage space. Many rental units lacked planned 

storage space far such items as the Ironing board, 1urrïage, 

ordtab1es, and a vacuum cleaner. Consequently these items 

were stored in a various assortment of places ranging from 

"behind the kitchen door" for the ironing board to "under 

the bed" for the luggage. 

The ironing board was the only piece of furniture or 

equipment owned by all the families. Several families 
owned more than one piece of the items listed. 



The large number of families owning an automatic 

washing machine may indicate a txend or that typo of 

equipment. . nta1 unit provided with p1ubing facilities 
for both types of washing machine would be usable by more 

renting familles4 Only four of the families owned a clothes 

dryer. These families lived in Corvallis. 

The pieces of furniture and equipment most often 

furnished by the landlord were the heating stove and the 

water heater. 
Twelve families owned ali the furniture in the rental 

unit except for the two items mentioned above. Thirteen 

families owned part of the furniture and the rest was 

supplied by the landlord, Only one rental unit was corn- 

pletoly furnished by the landlord. 

Twenty-one of the 26 families were living in single- 

family rental units; two failics wore living in a duplex; 

and three familles lived in a multi-family rental unit. 
Twenty-four of the 26 families ranted a fireplace in 

a rental unit, One family did not want one, and one family 

was undecided. 

Twenty-three families wanted as much built-in 
furniture as possible, 

The kitchen, living room, and dining room were molt 

frequently named as the preferred location for carrying on 

the household business, The dining room and living room 
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were considered b many families as acceptable study areas 

for children, however, many of the families who considered 

these places as acceptable dId not have children who were 

requIred to study at homo. 

Space near the kitchen, multi-purpose room, and 

special play room were the most frequently mentioned loca- 

tions for children's play in the house. Fifteen of the 

21 familica hmving children preferred an outdoor play area 

at the back of the lot. 

There were 16 (61.5%) of the rental units that did 

not have a central heating system, but 21 (80.8%) of the 

fammillies expressed a desire for a central heating system. 

A 1ar.e number of families, 15, had an oil room heater in 

the rental unit, but it was chosen only once as the type of 

heating system preferred. A hot-air type of heating system 

received the most number of choices for a central heating 

system, and a steam heatinr. system received the second most 

nuiber of choices, 

In making a choice between a dining room and a third 
bedroom, 16 families (61.5)) would prefer a three-bedroom 

house without a dining room, Ton families (38.5) would 

prefer a two-bedroom house with a dining room. Three of 

these familles did not have any children and seven families 
had children, 

Fifty per cent of the families would consider a 

sleeping porch an objectionable feature in a rental unit, 



57 

Fifty per cent of t e farniliss would not consIder it 

obect1rnab1e if it could be heated. 

Ail families had an interest in two or more hobbies 

rd1cating a need for sore storage space for hobby 

materials and equipment, and space for carrying on hobby 

activities. 

Each family was asked to ive the size of the living 

room in the rental unit and to state if it was an adequate 

size, The families who indicated the living room as being 

too small were then asked to ive the size of living ioorn 

that would be adequate. The smallest livin room that 

would be considered adequate by families living in 

Corvallis was 9 feet by 13 feet, Fallon families con- 

sidered lO feet by 15 feet as the smallest living room 

that would be considered adequate. All dImensions given 

for the size of living room that would be considered 

adequate indicated that fam:liss desire a rectangular 

living room rather than one that is square. 

Each family was also asked to give the size of the 

smallest bedroom used by two persons and to state if it was 

an adequate size. The families indicating the smallest 

bedroom used by two persons as being inadequate wore then 

asked to give the SiZ6 that would be considered adequate. 

The smallest bedroom to be used by two persons would be 

considered adequate by both Fallon and Corvallis families 

was 9 feet by 12 feet. 



Conclusions 

The typical renting fanuil found from the survey was 

an Uexp.ndingt* family comprised of mother, father, and two 

children. Based ori the median Income of all the families, 

their income would fall between 3OO and 4OO a month. 

They expected to own their homes eventually, probably with- 

in five years, The rent they are now paying consumed ap- 

proximately one-fourth of their . 

Xt was also found that the families contacted in the 

study would like to have a living room, kitchen, either a 

separate dining room or a dining area in the living room, 

a utility room, basement, bath, and three bedrooms, The 

kitchen should include a space for eating in addition to 

food preparation. 

Storage space for an ironing board, vacuum cleaner, 

sewing materials, and sewing machine wa s often not in- 

eluded in the rental units, Many families, however, have 

these items and storage space should be provided for them 

in a rental unit, 

Many families preferred a two-car garage, however, 

this probably would be economically impractical for a rent- 

al unit. Families did indicate they would be willing to 

pay more for a rental with a garage which probably would 

make the inclusion of a single-car garage a worthwhile in- 

vestment, 



A compaxison of Corvallis and Failon familles shows 

few instances where there were noticeable differences in 
wants nd preferences, The dilferenees were the desire for 
a basement by Fallon familles and a desire for a porch by 

Corvalii familles, 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE PLAN 

The family prererencos found from the survey, results 
from other suvoys, and the basic principles of house plan- 

ning set fth in Chapter IV were applied in designing the 

house, It was decided that the house planned would h&ve a 

living rooni, with space for a difling area, a kitchen with 

space for eating, a utility room, three bedrooìs, a bath, 

a single-car garage, and a :partial basement. storage area 

for perona1 clo'bhiri, foods, kItchen supplies and equip- 

mont, household linens, c?eanin supplies and equIpment, 

sewinç, machIne, sewing suppilee, and small equipment would 

also be included, 

For xriost economical construction, the shape of the 

house has been kept sinple (8, pp.l0?-lO8). The plan is a 

multiple-level plan (Plates i and 2) permitting the most 

economical use of siace, It consists of four levels with 

the main living areas on the maIn floor An upper lov1 
situated over the jarage accomrtodates two bedrooms. The 

arae lete? is at ground level, At the lowest level a 

partial basement extends under part of the main floor. 
The plan can be easily altered should a landlord desire to 
make the house a ono-stor housed This can be done b 

substittin, the two upper-level bedrooms in piace of the 

cara,o and movinrr the garage to the east end of the house 



STO EJE1 __ 

{OffP _____ ___ 

______ 
DESK SPACE OR 

__________ BATH __________SEWING 

MAQ*ffL...... __ o 
N 

o 

:::5:,1 
' L 
E 

L 

-J 

BED I - UTILITY 
ROOM WM. 

BEDROOM EL 

KITCHEN B NOOK 
00 N ELbe 

I 

lo-. X Z I'. 0 Lh L__-4 

///KIIE _ STORAGE I5T0GE 
TABLE 

.113 Up _ 
IR_____________________ 

-;-i 
CLOSET 

I 
BEDROOM LIVING ROOM DINING AREA 

r 
I 

BEDROOM 
i.'.Ox tI- o 

- - 
BE D B E D B E D 

Li J 

I ii -ox it- o 

___ 

ç- I 

!fl ____________ 
I 1W 4 

___________ 

I 

W 

o I 
I(n 

-J 
I 

1W 
'-, r 

ix 

L ? 
H 

:o::_ 
- - 

DRIVI WALK 
.' 

.- i2'6" 

I 

- -T:7: - _ - 
i- 1Ck.ç.' 3 - O 

s t__L LI -1l N Sc al. 

A SINGLI-FAMILY RENTAL UNIT + 
UPPER LEVEL MAIN LEVEL PLATE I 

H 



- 
1 I 

I 

i 

I 

i 

I 
i 

-- - - _J 
_] 

24 
o' 



63 

where it will be near the kitchen, or entirely omitting 

it. 

Orientation 

The house is designed with the living room at the 

front of the house, facing south and east so it can receive 

the morning and afternoon suri. r2he kitchen, placed at the 

back of the house, faces east to receive the early morning 

sun and overlooks a play area at the back of the lot. 

C irculation 

The arae driveway, which also serves as parking 

area for guests, is within a short distance of the front 

entrance. A recessed front entrance provides protection 

from rain or snow when entering or leaving. the house. All 

rooms of the house can be reached easily from either of the 

two outside entrances and from the garage The main 

traffic lanes will direct traffic away from the main work 

areas of the house and from the conversational area in the 

living room. The kitchen is located near the living room, 

dining area, sleeping rooms, utility room, and the bath. 

%Th . e bath is located so that it jS easily reached from the 

kitchen, the utility room, the sleeping areas, and the 

living. room (Plate 1). 
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Flexibility 

A folding wall between the eating area in the kitchen 

and the living room permits the two areas to be used as one 

when an occasion arises. Ample space in the kitchen eating 

area permits the additional use of the area for sewing, 

ironing, chidren's play, and conduction of the household 

business, 
A 

folding wall partition between the two upper- 

level bedrooms allows the two roons to be combined into 

one lare ai'ea îf the children happen to be of the same 

sex, and provides play space for the children. The en- 

closed garage can serve as a covered play area for the 

children daring rainy and cold days, and for necessary shop 

activities (Plate 1). 

Living Room 

The living room is 16 feet by 21 feet (Plate 1). It 

has a fireplace which can serve as the center of interest 

for the room and for a conversational area. Numerous large 

windows will keep the room light and provide a view of the 

street. A wood box storage area near the fireplace opens 

to both the outside and the living room for convenience in 

using wood in the fireplace and for fi1lin it. At one 

end of the living room, space has been provided for a 

dining area. 



Kl tchen 

A U-type kichen is located near the longitudinal 

center of the house which gives it short, direct routes to 

the rront entrance, living roøm, bedroom, bath, laundry 

area, garage, arid the rear entrance A window over the 

sink provides a view, light, and ventilatIon and pernits 

supervision of the play yard. Space is ample to permit at 

least two members of the family to work in the kitchen at 

the same time, An eating area has been located near the 

servjn center of the kitchen. This area has been made 

larde enough to accommodate other activities that are often 

carried on in the kitchen (Plate 1), 

Laundry Area 

The laundry area is conveniently located near the 

kitchen, The space provided is 

automatic or non-automatic type 

Storage space has been provided 

area is located near the door I 

area (Plate 1). 

Be dro oms 

large enough for either an 

of washing machine. 

for laundry supplies. The 

ading to the outside drying 

Each of the bedrooms is large enough to accommodate 

either one double or two single beds. Provisions have been 

made for storing personal clothing and other possessions 

(Plato 1). 
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Storaí,e has been provided in all areas of the house. 

A coat closet is located in the front entrance hail to ac- 

commodate guest and family wraps. Storage for books, games, 

fine china, cristal, silver, table linens and other items 

has been provided in the living room. A stora.e cabinet 

in the nook is provided for storage of household accounts, 

sewing items and perhaps a few toys. Base and wall cabi- 

nets are provided in the kitchen for storing staple sup- 

plies, kitchen utensils, and equipment. A large storage 

closet in the utility room offers storage for brooms and 

mops, cleaning supplies and miscellaneous items. A closet 

located near the back entrance can accommodate everyday 

wraps of family iemhers, h storage area in the bath pro- 

vides storage space for bath and bedroom linens, toilet 

articles, and home nursing equipment and supplies. All 

bedrooms have largo wardrobe closets for the storage of 

personal clothing and possessions. Additional storage 

areas in the basement can be used for those excess items 

families tend to collect (Plates i and 2). 

Ba s ornent 

The basement is large enough to house the central 

heatIng system which shares the chimney with the living 

room fireplace. The additional space can be used for 

storage (Plate 2). 
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Garage 

In addition to providing storage for the car, the 

garage can be used for storing smaller pieces of garden 

equipment such as garden hoses, rakes, and hoes (Plate 2). 
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CHAPTER VII 

SUMMA.RY AND C ONC LUS IONS 

The purpose of the study was to plan a single-family 

rental unit for renting families in the middle-income 

bracket in Fallon, Nevada. Because the quality of housing 

has a direct effect on the health and happiness of the 

family as a group and of the individual members, the first 
qualification of the plan vas that it be adequate in meet- 

ing the mental, social, and emotional needs of the family 

and its members. 

Thirteen renting families living in Fallori provided 

necessary information about the family living habits and 

what they did and did not want in a rental unit. A similar 

group of 13 families living in Corvallis, Oregon helped 

substantiate basic habits of living, wants, and needs. A 

total of 26 families cooperated in giving the information. 

The families were renting now for varIous reasons 

such as "job is subject to transfer," tthaventt found the 

right house,?t and "cantt afford to own a house." Most of 

the families expected to own their homes eventually. The 

greci test number expected to own it within l'ive years. 

The biggest problems presented to the families by 

their present rental unit were an inadequate number of bed- 

rooms and lack of storage for many common household items. 



The rooms that were considered necessary by over half 

of the families were a living room, either a separate 

dining room or a dining area in the living room, a kitchen 

with an eating area, a utility room, a bath, and three bed- 

rooms. 

Ir a horneniaker were presented the choice of a separate 

dining room or a third bedroom, she would probably select 

the third bedroom, especially if there were children in the 

family. 

Families still want a separate utility room for doing 

their laundry. ven with the compact automatic washing 

machiies an the market today, the homemaker is not quite 

ready to ìiove the clothes-washing activity to the kitchen 

although she might do her ironing there, 

The plan developed includes the rooms and areas 

mentioned above as being preferred by over half of the 

families interviewed. since 17 per cent of the families 

indicated they considered a garage an important enough 

feature to pay more rent for a house with one, this feature 

was also included in the plan. 

To make the best use of space, a multi-level plan was 

developed and folding partitions were used therever feas- 

ible so that two areas could be used as one, A storage 

wall serving three areas should help most families with 

their storage problems. Storage has been included in al]. 



other areas of the house, Circulation was an important 

factor in developing the plan so that all areas of the 

house could be easily reached from each of the other areas, 

The study helps make one aware of the problems faced 

by a renting family in finding housing that meets most of 

its needs. 

The era of more spacious living is here. Families 

want and need sufficient space to carry on the activities 

of individual and group living. Home builders and planners 

must realize that homes must be built for the purpose of 

meeting the needs of the family. 
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JPPENDIX A 

INTERVIEW CHECK LIST 

Name Street Address______________ 

Date or vsït___________________ Telephone Number___________ 

Occupation of husband Occupation of wife___________ 

Number of persons now living In the rental unit: 
Husband Children (give no ) Others (give no.) 
Wife boys Auntor Uncle - :girls Grandiiother 

Grandfather 
Other 

Does your husband's monthly incoio, or if both of you are 
working, does your combined income fall within the bracket 
of: a. 4l5O a month or less 

b,4l5O-2OO e. 30O-35O 
c.2OO-25O r.15O-4OO d.$250-300 g.4OO or over 

I. Do you now rent because: a.,jours or your husbandts job is subject to 
transfer b.jou have not found the "right" house to own c.jou prefer renting 

d.other reason 

2. Do you expect to own your own home eventually? 
a .je s 
b. no c.have not decided 

If Yes 
3. How soon do you expect to own your own home? 

a, within 5 yrs. b.5-lO yrs. 
e. after 10 yrs. 

4. If you could rent a house that meets your needs, 
and your pocket;;ook, would you rent it 
indefinitely? a.yes 

b. no 
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5 , Do your a .Have a 1eaie ? b ._flent by the ]nonth? 

6. What is the amount you now pay for rent? 
a, under 3O per month e, 75-9O 
b .30-45 f .9O-11O 
e.$45-6O g. llO-i25 
d,6O-75 h. over l25 

7. Is your present dwelling: a._a detached single family 
unit? 

b._yart of a duplex 
c,_in an apartment 

B. how many bedrooms do you now have in your dwelling 
unit?____ 

9. Do you think you have enough bedrooms? a.es 
b. no 

If. No 
9a, How many bedrooms would you like to have?____ 

lo. What rooms in the dwelling unit you are now livtng in: 
Would Would like 

Do Do like-- do not 
Not You think think 

,- 

Have Have necessary necessary Ieason 
Utilityiloom 
Dining ioorn 
i:Ltcnen 
LivingRoom ______________ 
Sttidy or Den 
L'1 opI________________________ Bathr o orn ticusaTT 

basement_____________________________ 
Porch 

11. Would you like to have a fireplace in the dwelling you 
rent? a.yos b,no c._undecided 

12. Is the dwelling unit you are now living in: 
a. unfixrnishod 
b. partially furnished 
C ._oompletely furnished 



13. Would you prefer living in a dwelling unit that is: 
a .completely unfurnished 
b ._paitially f urni shed 
c._completely furnished 

14. Would you like as much built-in furniture as possible 
in a rental unit? a.jes b._no 

15. Would you prefer: a._a 2-bedroom house with a 
dining room 

b. a 3-bedroom house without a - dining room 

16. Would a sleeping porch for children be an objection- 
able feature in a rental unit? a._yes b,_no 

1, What type of finish would you prefer on the inside? 
a. natural finished wood 
b .painted 
e ,plaster 
d ,_wallpaper 
e .other 

18. What pieces of furniture and equipment do you own? 
(ive number) 

Lar.e Furniture and Equipment Requiring 
Floor Space or Storage 

a, cooking stove 
coal & wood 

_ga s 
eloctrio 

b. reZrigator 
gas 
lectric 
ice box 
other 

e, _freezer 
d. washing machine 

automatic 
non-automatic 

e., electric dishwasher 
portable 
stationary 

_cornbined with 
washing machine 

f. _electric ironer 

g. water heater 
gas 
oil 
electric 

h. clothes dryer 
«a s 

electric 
i. kitcn table 

C ha ir s 

j, _dining table 
chairs 

k. __J)uff 
1. piano 
m, davenport 
n. studio couch 
o, arm chair (s) 

p. book case 
q, _cabinet radio 
*,. coffee table (s) 
0* end table (s) 
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Large Furniture and Equipment Requiring 
Floor Space or Storage 

tt heating stove ee. typewriter table 
wood & coal ft. rugs sizes______ 
gas 
oil 
other 

u. beds gg. suitcases 
laxge _single 

double ediuni 
crib small 

V. table or hh. cardtables _dressing 
vanity ii. bathinette 

w* of drawers jj. playpen 
X. 

_chest 
kk. baby bugy 

e 

_desk 
_T1V. set U. stroller 

au, nightstands tricycles 

bb. 
- 
_sewing machine 

nfl. 

. 

bicycles 
Tarien hose 

cc. kniek-knack shelf awnower 
dd. _typewriter - 

Small iiquipment or Furniture 

a, electric mixer h. floor lamps 
b. electric roaster i. table lamps 
C. cleaner j. kitchen stepladder or 
d. 

_vacuum 
carpet sweeper stool 

e. pressure cooker (large) k, board 
f. table model radio 1. 

_ironing 
bath scales 

g. wall-hanging book case n. trunk8 
n. other 

19. What type ot beating system: 

llave You Had Do You Now Would You 
Experience Have in Prefer 

With Rental Unit ist. 2nd, 
a. b,. e. 

1ectric room heater 
j 

Gas room heater 
oil room heater 
Hot air furnace (coalï 
Hot air furnace (oil) 
Steam heat 
Saw-dust turner 
Other 



20. What utilities are taken care of: 
By the By 

Landlord Yourself 
electricity 
water hat 
other 

21. Are there any of the utilities that you now take care 
of, that you think the landlord should be responsible 
for? a. jes b. _no 

If Yes 

21a. Which of these do you think the landlord should 
be responsible for? 

a. _electrieity d. telephone 
b, water e. other 
e. heat 

22. Would you be willing to take care of a garden or 
lawn? a. es b. no 

22a. Would you like to have.: 
Doesn't 

Ye8 No Matter 
a. b. 

s1awn --- - - - 

a snail flower garden _ 

a small vegetable garden 
other 

23. How is arbage taken care of: a. _removed by city 
s er y :1. C e 

b. burned 
o. garbage disposal 

unit 
d. others 

24. Dc you have a constant supply of hot water? a. jes 
b. no 



'7 E; 

25. H'r j youI ot water now supplied? is this method: 

By Satisfaetory Unsatisfactory 
a. b. e. 

ffèated ' 

Gaswaer heater _______ __________________ 
Electric war heater 

---- 
Heated bjurnaee 
Central source for apartmont 

6. What s the arproxthate eze f vur esent living 
r o orn? _________ 

27. Do you consider this adequate? a. _yø3 b, no 

If No 

27a. 'What sLze (aproxirnately) would you con8ider 
adequate? 

28. What is the approximate size oi the smallest bedró*m 
used by two persone? ________ 

29. Do you considar this size adequate? a. _yes b. no 

Ir_ No 

2Ça. What 1zo (pproxinately) would you consider 
adequate? 

30. Do you pretor having the kitchen facing: 
. the street e. east 

b. ack of lot f. west 
C. _flO referenee g. north 
d. other h. south 

31. Do you prefer the living room with: 
a. view of the street e. east 
b, view away from street f. west 
C. Lo preference g. north 
4* other h. south 

32. Do you own a car? a. yes b. jio 

If Yes 

32a. What typo of garage do you prefer? 

a. _car port d. built in with house 
b . _single enclosed e in a structure sep- 
C. double enclosed arate Lth a connect- - 

Ing breezeway 



32b. Do you considex' a garage &n important enough 
feature to pay a little highez rent for a 
house vith a are? a. jres b. no 

33. Do you have any storage problems? a, jea b. _no 

Ir Yes 
33a. Do you think your storage problems are due to: 

a, not enough space for storage 
b. storage space is poorly planned 
e. storage space is inaccessible 
d. _other 

34* Do you think the facilities for the storage of various 
articles is: 

'iere Would Like Very Satis- Unsatis- 
Stored to Store Good factory factory 

a. i:), c. d. e. - - 

__________ canned foods -,- frsxi fr.zlts & veg. - staple supolles 
small piecesofeguip. - - 
large D1ØCeS Of equip. 

X- dishes..tor fam. iieals 
fine china, crys.,sil. 
table leaves 
kitchen linens _____________________ 
d i shw. shing 
pTnic su pilos 

laundry clothes basket 
lothcs,oins.soai,bleach 

bath towelsetc. 
sheets and pillowcases 

- everyday wraps 
.- personal clthing ____________________ 

3CdS3fl.1 clothing _____________ 
baby's clothing - - brooms and mops 
vacuum cleaner __________________ 
dust racrs waxes. etc. 

- sporte equipment ___________________ 
- Loocs and maazines 

t, o ol ;- t o . 



there Would Like Very Satin- TJnsatis- 
Stoed 1;o Store ood faoory factory 

a. b. e. 1, ---,- - - 

- _baboQuipment 
hobby anateiia1 and 

e'juiprnent 
- chjidren's toys & 

garne s 
1u age 
other 

1______ l _____ - - t 

35. Where doo Tour family usually eat meals? is this 
Breakfast Lunch Dinner Satisfactory? 

a. b. e. d. Yes e. No 

Kitchen 
.St N 
io orn 
fo orn 

No is answered 

35a. Vthero would you like to eat these meals? 

breakfast Lunch Dinner 

- a. Ji e. 

36. is your ilnin room a separate room? a, yes b, _flo 

If No 

36a, If you had a separate dining roorn, do you think 
you would use it a. nono . sorne 

b, seldom d, often 

37. How often do 
a, once 
b. twice 
C, once 
d, f our 
e. _other 

you entertain guests for meals? 
week or oftener 

a month 
month 

r five times a year 

38. Would you entertain more if you had more space and 
facilities? a, jes b. no 



39. What kind of kitchen stove would you prefer 
first second 

choice choice 
- 

a. 
,: 

b. 
. 

, 

gas 
electrical 

. wood & coal 
kerosene 
other 

If Gas or Electric are answered 
9a. What size of kitchen stove would you prefer 

furnished in a rental unit? 
first second 

choice choice 
a. b. 

large-sinle oven 
lare-double oven 
small (aprt1nb slzej 

39b, If other describe: 

40, What typo of sink do you think you would like in a 
rental unit? a. shallow single bowl 

b. _deep single bowl 
e, double bowl,,.one shallow, one deep 
ch double bowl,,,both deep 

41. re dishes drieth a. by hand b. _by letting drain 
dry 

42. how much baking is done in the home? 
a, none C, much 
b , little cl, some 

If B,C, or D are answered 
42a. hat food items do you bake? a, _cakes& pies 

b. jeast breads 
c. quick breads 
ch other 

42b. How often do you bake? a, twice a month or 
less 

b, once a week 
C. twice a week 
ch every day 
e, other 



43. Do you preserve any foods by canning? a, _jes b, _no 

If Yes 

43a, How much canning do you do? a, _little 
b. some 
o. much 

44. Do you preserve any foods by freezing? 
a. yes b. no 

If Yes 

44a. How much freezing do you do? a. little 

44b. What foods do you freeze? 

b, some 
c. niuch 

a. fruits & veg, 
b, breads & past. 
0, meats 
d. other 

44e. Where ae these frozen foods stored? 
a, in rented locker 
b, in freezer 
C, in refri,erator compartment 

44cl. If you do not own a freezer now, do you expect 
to own a freezer in the near future? 

a, jes b. _no 

45. How is your laundry taken care of? 

a, self done (at home) 
b. sent out 
C. self done, part sent out ,part 
d, self done at laundry center 
e. other 

46. What type of washing machine do you use? 
a, non-automatic 
b, autornatic 

4?. Do you do an washing br hxd? a. jes b. _no 
IfYes 

47a. That items do you do by hand? 
a, ali C. garments requiring 
b, linrere & hose special care 

d, other 



v1 

If 450 Is answered 

48. What Itoms are: 
Self done sent out 

a. b. 

sheets & pillowcases ______ 
cotton dresses & ihirts 
1in:ere 
sweaters & oìeitorns 
requiring speei1 care 

49. Do you have a place to drip dry? a. jos c. where_ 
b. no _______ 

50. Do you feci tlat such a place is necessary? a. _yes 
b. no 

;tr Yes 

50a. Where would you like such a piace to be in a 

51. Aro the laundry facilities provided: a. very good 
b. satisfactory 
C. 

52. Whore is the laundry area located in the unit you are 
now living in? a. kitchen d. _bath 

b. _back porch e. _utility room 
c. basement f. other 

53. Where would you like it to be located? 
a.. in kitchen 
b. 1n utility room near kitchen 
C. basement 
d. other 

54e Are laundry tubs provided in the laundry area? 
a. es b. no 

If Yes 

54a, Is the laundry tub: 54b. Which do you refer? 
a. single tub 
b. double tub 

540. Is the laundry tub: 54d. Which do you refer? 
a. stationary 
b. movable 



84 

55. her i the soiled 1aundzy 56. Is tds a'ranoent 
flow stored? Satis- Unsatis- 

factory factory 
______ a. 10. _ 

b. recptac1e inbedrooin 
C. rece tac1 

0 £fl2 mac, me _____ _____ ______________ ------ _ - - 

56a. Is this arrangement unsat1factory because: 
a. not 1arge enough 
b. _too far from laundry area 
C. soiled laundry is in too many plaees 
d. other 

5Y7 Do you now use a: 58. Is it: 
Satis- Unsatis- 
factory factory 

a. b. 
a. portable ironing board 
Ïbui1t-in irGoaT 

59. \there is the ironing board stored? 
a, kitchen d. bedroom 
b. c1eaning closet e. closet 
e. back poîch f. other 

60. Where do you do yoar ironing now? 
a. _kitchen a. utility room 
b. _Iiving rooni e. _bedroom 
e, _dining roorci f. _porch 

6:1_a Is this where you prefer to do your ironing? 
a. yez b. no 

.!_No_ _ ;Ls answered 

f3la. Where do you pretor to do your ironing? 
as kitchen e. bedroom 
b. living room f. porch 
C. _dining room g. other 
d. _utility room 



62, D you own a sewing machine? a, jes 

ir Yes 

62a, Is it a, non-portable electric 
b. Dortable electric 
C, tre.d1e 

62b. Do you use it: a. much 
b. some 
e. Thardiy any 

If No is answered 

b. no 

s s 

C2e. If you had a ewin machine, would you use it 
a, much 
b. some 
e. hardly any 

63. what type of sewing do you do with your maohirie, or 
would. you do if you had one? 

a, chi1drn clothes d. curtains and slip- 
b. dressez & shirts covers 
e, patchin, e. _other 

64. 'here is the sewing machine used? 
a. living room d. bedrooni 
b, _dining room e. other 
e kitchen 

65. Is this where you like, or would like to do ur 
sewing? a. jes b. no 

If N3 is answered 

65a, here would you like to do the sewing? 
a. room d. kitchen 
b. 

_living 
diniri room e, utility room 

o. f. a iulti-purpose room _bedroom 
g. othcr 

66. Is the storage for: 
Adequate Inadequate 

a. b. 

armentsnworked on 
yarda.e 
left over pieces of material 
small equipment &sUpplies 
aarnlng supplies 
patchin supplies 
isc. equipment & supplies 



67. Are there any pre-sehool children In the home? 
a. yes b. _no 

If Yes is answered 

67a. Where do the children play inside: 
a. _kitchen d. basement 
b. dining room e. _other 
C. bedroom 

67b. Is this arrangement satisfactory? 
a. jes b. _no 

1f No is answered 

67e. Where would you like to have the children play 
when in the house? 

a near the kitchen d. bedroom - 
b, in the kitchen e. basement 
C In the dininz room f. other 

68. i ere would you like outside play space provided for 
the children? a. near the kitchen 

b. near the living room 
C, at the back of the lot 
d. ather 

69. Is there adequate storage for the children's toys? 
a. jes be _flO 

?O, There would you like storage for the children*s toys 
provided? a. child's room d. _living room 

b. dining room e. jorch or utility 
C. kitchen room 

f. _other 

71. Is there a baby In the home? a, es b. _no 

;r Yes is answered 

71a. There does the baby sleep? 
a. parents' bedroom d. _livIng room 
b. oi bedroom e. _in bedroom 
e. dining room with other 

child 
f. multi-purpose 

ro orn 
72. Is this arrangement: a. satisfactory 

b. unsatisfactory 



If Unsatisfactory is answered 

72a, Where would :ou like to have the baby sleep? 
a. Darents' bedroom e. in bedroom with 
b. own bedroom other child - d. _other 

73. There is the baby bathed? a, _kitchen e. _bath 
b, bedroom d. other 

74, Is this arrangement satisfactory? a. jes b. _no 

If No is answered 

74a. Where would you like to bathe the baby? 
a, kitchen e, bedroom 
b. bath d, other 

75. Where is the baby dressed? 
a, kitchen d, bath 
b. bedroom e. other 
ci _own bedroom 

76, Is this arrançement satisfactory? a. es b. _no 

If No is answered 

?6a1 vhere would you like to have facilities pro- 
vided for dressing the baby? 
a, kitchen d. bath 
b. parents' room e. _other 
e, _own bedroom 

77, Are there any school children in the family? 
a, yes b. _no 

If Yes 

77a. there do the children study? 
a. dining room d. _Iivirig room 
b. kitchen e. _multi-purpose room 
e. _bedroom f, other 

78, Is this satisfactory? a, jes b. no 



If No is answered 

78a. VJhere would you like to have a study area 
provided? 
a. living area d. _bedrooxn 
b. dining area e. multi-purpose room 
C. kitchen r, other 

79. Where is the household 80. Where would you like to 
business now carried on? carry on the household 

business? 
Kitchen 

. : Bedroom - Living ooin 
-i-- Dining Room 

- Other 

81. Where are the household bills now kept? a, _norie kept 
b. desk 

drawer 
es box 
d. other 

82, 1here do most members of the £amil wash their hair? 
a. laundry trays e. _bathrooìn sink 
b. kitchen sink cl. shower - - e, other 

83. Where are minor accidents treated? 
a. bathroom cl. living room 
b. kitchen e, _other 
o, bedroom 

84, Where would you prefer to have facilities provided for 
treating minor accidents? 

a. bathroom cl. living room 
b. kitchen e. other 
e. bedroom 

85. How many maazines do you buy or 
a. 
b. 
e, 

86. How long are magazines and porlo 
a. 2 months or less e, 
b. 2-6 months cl. 

subscribe to: 
ra onthly 
weekly 
i -monthly 

icals kept? 
6-12 months 
more than 12 months 



or D ar an.wered 

86a, Vlhcre are the magazines stored? 
y... garage c. basement 
b. attic d. other 

87. Where is the telephone now 88. Is this location: 
located? Satis- Unsati- 

factory factory 

a. kitchen 

e. otner 

If Unsatisfactory is answered 

8 a. here would you like to have the telephone 
located? 

89. Do clubs or organizations meet tu yaw' home? 
a. yes b. nO 

If Yes 

89a. Does the group meet in rour home: 
a, often 
b. occasionally 
C, seldom 

89b. L the roup: 
a. large...over 20 
b. medium. .8-20 
C . sal1 . . .less than 8 

90. What hobbies do the members of the family participate 
in? 

a, reading e. quilting 
b. table games f. music 
C. _SeWIng g. leathercraft 
d. fancy work h. ceramic or1z 

knitting i. painting 
_embroidery j. _shopwork 

croche tirig k. hotoraphy 
1. other 

91. Do you have any family pets? a. yes b. _no 



ir 

91a, That kind of pets do you have? 
a. _cats . fish 
b. dogs e. other 
o. Thirds 

91b Do you permit them in the house? 
a s b no 

91e If you owned your own home, would you feel 
freer about permitting them in the house? 

a. yes b. _no 

92. Would you object to a sna1l reasonable cleaning. 
charge before you move in or out? 

a. yes b. _no 

If No 

92a, Would you prefer paying, such a charge: 
a, _on moving out 
b. _on moving in 

93. Would you object to making small repairs ou the house 
if the landlord furnished supplies? 

a. jes b. _no 


