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Guest Editorial 

Land For Wildlife 
One of the difficulties faced by a wildlife manager is that the resource he is 

charged with managing normally occupies land over which he has no control. 
His management plans must be developed in concert with other uses of the land, 
one or more of which may be paramount. This applies not only to the wildlife 
resources but to utilization of that resource by the public. In certain situations 
where conflicts with other uses cannot be resolved or where wildlife values are 
predominant, it may be necessary to actually set aside lands for the primary use 
of wildlife. 

If anyone has the notion that the Wildlife Commission is a big land baron, 
perish the thought. Currently the Commission operates 18 wildlife management 
areas embracing 169,000 acres within the project boundaries. Of this acreage, 
99,000 acres are owned at the present time and another 28,000 acres are con- 
trolled by lease or agreement. For primary wildlife use, then, the Commission 
owns less than 100,000 acres out of a total of 62 million acres in the state. One 
could hardly describe this as a large public ownership. 

Remaining within the present wildlife management areas are approximately 
41,000 acres yet to be acquired or otherwise controlled. In most instances it is 
considered essential that the Commission gain control of these lands to realize 
the maximum wildlife production and recreational benefits that the areas can 
provide. It is estimated that acquisition and development of these additional 
lands at current prices would cost about 6 million dollars. 

One of the reasons why the Commission is requesting that the legislature 
grant an increase in license and tag fees is to enable it to complete the wildlife 
management area projects now in existence. Current income is not adequate to 
accomplish this. 

Because the availability of lands is unpredictable, the Commission must keep 
a cash balance on hand sufficient to take advantage of the opportunities when 
they arise. Although the Commission has the power of condemnation to obtain 
wildlife lands, it has never used this authority. 

In addition to the present wildlife areas, there is a need to obtain and develop 
additional wintering areas for the primary use of Roosevelt elk in western 
Oregon if the herds now established are to thrive and remain in a healthy condi- 
tion. There appears to be no possibility of initiating such a program within the 
present financial restraints imposed on the Commission. 

Lands owned by the Commission and devoted to wildlife production and 
public recreation do not go off the county tax rolls. The Commission pays in lieu 
taxes on such lands. 

The development of lands for wildlife and public recreational opportunities is 
among a number of pressing needs that must be met in the immediate future to 
assure the continuation of wildlife- oriented recreational opportunities. 

R. C. Holloway 
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VIP 

The Bobcat 
Is In Trouble! 

by R. U. Mace 
Chief, Wildlife Division 

High fur prices in recent years have 
provided an incentive for increased 
trapping and hunting of bobcats, 
causing some concern for the welfare 
of the species, particularly in 
southeastern Oregon. Oregon law 
currently classifies the bobcat as a 
predator which may be taken by any 
means and at any time of the year. 
While it is difficult to measure popu- 
lations since bobcats are nocturnal 
and not easily observed, indications 
are that intensive hunting and trap- 
ping have caused sharp declines in 
the more vulnerable areas. Concerned 
sportsmen and the Wildlife Commis- 
sion consider that some control of the 
harvest is necessary to insure the bob- 
cat's future. 

The Wildlife Commission will 
propose legislation at the next session 
calling for the removal of the bobcat 
from the predator list and classifying 
it as a furbearer. The proposed 
legislation, if passed, would provide 
an opportunity to establish seasons 
and bag limits where bobcat pop- 
ulations are low and where damage to 
livestock or other resources is not a 
problem. Similar to the law affecting 
cougar and bear, the proposal would 
allow landowners to take bobcats 
causing damage without first securing 
a permit. 

Since the fate of the bobcat will rest 
with Oregon's legislators and the 
public will be hearing more about this 
interesting animal in the months to 
come, a description and some 
highlights on its habits are in order. 

The name, bobcat, refers to the 
short tail on this overgrown tabby. 
Another common name is wildcat and 
the braggart who claims he can lick 
his weight in wildcats would do well 
to reconsider. 

A slender build, long legs, small 
feet, and short tail are identifying 
features of the bobcat. The face is 
.ypically catlike in appearance, being 
)ffset with conspicuous side whiskers 

and a neck ruff. White bands encircle 
the eyes which have elliptical pupils. 
The ears are erect and tipped with 
hair tufts seldom more than an inch 
in length. A grayish -white spot is pre- 
sent on the back of each ear. General 
coloration varies by area; the animals 
in western Oregon are darker than 
those found east of the Cascades. The 
winter coat ranges from yellow -brown 
to dark brown above and is heavily 
frosted with white -tipped hairs and 

mottled with darkish spots. Under- 
parts are whitish and heavily spotted 
with black while the tip of the tail is 
black above and white underneath. 
The summer coat is much shorter and 
lighter colored without the white - 
tipped frosting. Males are larger than 
the females, averaging 15 to 25 
pounds, although a particularly big 
animal may reach 35 pounds in 
weight. Total length is about 36 in- 
ches, including a 7 -inch tail, and 
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height at the shoulders averages 15 
inches. 

Bobcats range over much of Oregon 
except for the more settled valleys 
where cover is lacking. Few are found 
in the spruce and fir forests at high 
elevations. 

Cover is an essential requirement 
since the bobcat lives by stealth and 
cunning rather than speed. Dense 
timber and brush thickets interspers- 
ed with openings are favored in 
mountainous areas while rough lava 
rims are preferred in the juniper and 
sage country of southeastern Oregon. 
An ample food supply also is 
necessary and bobcats are quick to 
move when prey becomes scarce. 

The bobcat is a solitary nomad, 
hunting at night and retiring to the 
nearest convenient rock pile, cave, or 
thicket at the approach of daylight. 
Nightly travels range from 2 to 7 
miles depending on the abundance of 
prey but such wanderings may be 
much more extensive during the 
breeding season or in the winter when 
food is limited. The average home 
range does not exceed 5 square miles. 

Many of the bobcat's habits such as 
its curiosity, sharpening the claws on 
a tree trunk, or giving voice to loud 
caterwauls during the breeding 
season remind one of an overgrown 
alley cat. Like the domestic variety, 
the bobcat avoids water unless forced 
to swim. Similarly, the tracks are 
rounded and placed nearly in a 
straight line as the animal walks. 

The bobcat usually avoids a fight, 
preferring to retreat if possible. When 
cornered, however, it becomes a 
vicious fighter with courage and 
quickness to match. Spitting and 
screaming in rage, the animal seeks a 
firm grip and attempts to disembowel 
its antagonist with rapier -like thrusts 
of the hind claws. Such qualities 
leave the bobcat with few natural 
enemies. The larger predators may 
take some of the young but the wise 
adult rarely becomes a victim. Hun- 
ting with hounds is a popular pastime 
and presents one of the greatest 
hazards to survival as the animal is 
not a fast runner and generally trees 
or seeks safety in the rocks after a 
short chase. 

Meat is the staff of life and 
anything which can be brought down 
is fair game. The bobcat hunts by 
stealth and rarely pursues running 
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prey. Keen eyesight rather than scent 
is relied upon and a favorite hunting 
technique is to lie in wait, then spring 
from ambush at the appropriate mo- 
ment. At other times the bobcat will 
stalk its prey and pounce from close 
range, covering the ground in 10 -foot 
leaps. Although a good climber, the - 
animal confines most of its hunting to 
the ground. 

Some of the favorite food items are 
rabbits, squirrels, mice, and other 
rodents. Birds, eggs, fish, and insects 
also are taken as well as any available 
carrion. When rodents are scarce, 
bobcats prey on deer and antelope, 
particularly the fawns, and are 
capable of taking adult animals. 
Domestic sheep and poultry are not 
immune to attack and the occasional 
animal may slaughter more than is 
needed for food. Although not 
preferred, porcupines are included on 
the hungry bobcat's menu despite the 
risk of embedded quills. 

A recent unpublished study by Dr. 
Ronald Nussbaum and Chris Maser, 
zoologists with the University of 
Michigan and the Puget Sound 
Museum of Natural History, respec- 
tively, shed some light on food habits. 
That study consisted of analyzing 177 
scats or droppings collected 
throughout western Oregon during 
the years 1970 through 1972. The 
brush rabbit and snowshoe hare 
represented approximately 35 percent 
of the identified remains while a 
variety of rodents, including wood 
rats, moles, gophers, mice, and 
shrews, made up 54 percent. Other 
items included various birds (7 
percent), black -tailed deer fawns (2 
percent), and beetles and domestic 
sheep, both of which represented less 
than 1 percent. While not indicating 
volumes consumed, the droppings do 
reveal that the bobcat has redeeming 
features as a controller of pests and 
may be more of a friend to man than 

often considered. 
The breeding season is in February 

and March and the male may mate 
with several females, assuming no 
responsibility for care of the young. A 
rocky cave, windfall, or hollow log is 
selected for the den which is lined 
with leaves and dry grass. Gestation 
requires about two months and litters 
average two to four kittens which re- 
main blind and helpless for the first 
nine days. The kittens are weaned at 
two months of age but hunt with the 
mother until winter when training is 
complete. 

Changing fashions influence the fur 
market and bobcat pelts periodically 
command high prices. Last year an 
estimated 4,500 bobcat pelts were 
sold by Oregon trappers for a total 
return of approximately $250,000. 
The average value of eastern Oregon 
pelts was about $77, over twice the 
average received for those taken west 
of the Cascades. Wildlife biologists do 
not feel the species in the more open 
areas of eastern Oregon can support 
continued heavy trapping and some 
control to prevent overharvest is 
necessary. 

It is unfair to classify the bobcat as 
either saint or sinner. Part of its 
reputation for killing livestock and 
game is earned but some of the losses 
are offset by the large number of 
rodents consumed. Controlling in- 
dividual animals involved in damage 
appears wiser than declaring war on 
the entire species. On that basis, the 
Wildlife Commission feels that a 
legislative change in status from 
predator to furbearer is justified. 
Authority to protect bobcats where 
the population is in trouble and, at 
the same time, allow landowners to 
take individual animals causing 
damage appears to be the most logical 
course of action. Such a step will 
assure a place for the bobcat in 
Oregon's future. 
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Some Good Reading 
We seldom call attention to other 

magazines, but the October - 
November issue of the always well - 
done NATIONAL WILDLIFE has 
three articles we think are outstan- 
ding and we would like to recommend 
them for your reading. The magazine 
is sent only to members but we 
suspect some of the libraries also have 
copies. 

In an article entitled "The Scandal 
of Living Room Zoos ", George Reiger 
states in the subtitle, "To satisfy a 
booming demand for exotic pets, 
millions of wild animals are imported 
into the country each year; most sur- 
vive only a few months." In the article 
he points out the cruelty and waste of 
animals caused by the exotic pet 

trade. 
Elsewhere in the issue, Jack Den- 

ton Scott writes under the title "The 
Bison are Back, But Wild No More ". 
Much has been said about the demise 
of the bison in many areas. Scott puts 
it in perspective stating, "Today, the 
home where the buffalo roam is as 
likely to be a private ranch in the 
East as a western plain. It is no longer 
possible to have millions of wild bison - unless America's vast prairies are 
restored and domestic livestock 
eliminated." 

The third article we found especial- 
ly interesting is by Peter Gwynne, 
science editor of Newsweek, and is 
titled "Hunting Under Fire" and is 
said to be a search for common 

ground amid the uproar. Thomas 
Kimball, Executive Vice President of 
the National Wildlife Federation, 
states, "To whatever extent the 
debate over hunting alienates one in- 
terest from another, it is counter- 
productive, diverting energy and 
funds from the larger battles for 
habitat improvement, land acquisi- 
tion, wildlife research, and improved 
public education." 

If you can't run down a copy of the 
magazine from a friend or library, you 
might try writing to them at 1412 - 

16th Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 
Don't know if they'll sell individual 
magazines, but membership is not ex- 
pensive and you'll get future 
issues. RES 

OREGON WILDLIFE 
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Photographer Jim Gladson captured a rather unusual scene as two species 

of woodpecker shared a snag. On the left Is the fairly common hairy 
woodpecker. On the lower right Is the rather uncommon pileated woodpecker. 
The hairy is about 71 Inches long; Its large cousin, the pileated, some 15 in- 
ches long. Removal of many snags has caused survival problems for some 
birds. This pair of birds was photographed on Sauvie Island. 
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Brown Pelican 
by Jim Gladson 

The fall and winter months along 
the Oregon coast can be a rewarding 
time for birdwatchers as many species 
of ducks, geese, and sea birds, not 
normally seen here during the warmer 
months, settle down in the sheltered 
bays to rest and feed. 

While most of the birds are 
migrating from the north, one visitor 
defies the norm and heads north to 
Oregon from southern California and 
Mexico. It's the brown pelican. 

This large fish- eating sea bird is 
formally called the California Brown 

Pelican to distinguish it from similar 
pelicans on the Gulf and Atlantic 
coasts of the United States. The 
pelican nests on small islands off the 
coast of southern California and on 
both the Pacific and Gulf of Califor- 
nia sides of the Baja peninsula in 
Mexico. 

The bird can be found in all Oregon 
bays and offshore as early as June and 
as late as December but the highest 
accessible concentrations seem to be 
on the central and north coast in Ya- 
quina, Netarts, and Tillamook Bays. 
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September through November is the 
best time for viewing the bird as it 
wheels and dives for its food. 

A full -grown brown pelican has a 
wingspread of almost five feet. The 
bird is an efficient glider and often 
flies in formation inches above the 
water. It feeds by diving on its prey 
and seizing it in a long bill equipped 
with its own storage pouch. The adult 
pelican has a pure white head and 
neck while the younger bird has a 
dark brown crown and neck. 

Until a couple of years ago, it was 
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feared the sight of this bird feeding 
and gliding low over the water might 
be lost. The brown pelican population 
on the southern California islands 
was diminishing rapidly because of 
almost complete nesting failure. 

The major cause of this problem 
was the pesticide DDT. This 
chemical accumulated in fish and the 
pelican, through feeding, in turn 
picked up the DDT in its system. The 
primary reaction to this buildup of 
the pesticide was the laying of ex- 
tremely thin -shelled eggs. So thin, in 

fact, that the eggs broke under their 
own weight or when the parents 
attempted to brood them. 

By 1970 the problem was so bad 
that only one chick was produced 
from several hundred nests on the 
California islands. The Mexican 
nests, while more successful, were 
also suffering from egg breakage. 
Because of this failure to reproduce, 
the brown pelican was added to 
America's list of endangered species. 

With the banning of DDT use in 
1972, however, the picture began to 

change. Nesting success has in- 
creased. In 1974 over 300 young were 
hatched in California's nesting 
colonies. While nesting failure is still 
frequent, the disaster rate has declin- 
ed and the future of the bird appears 
brighter. 

The high percentage of young birds 
spotted in Oregon's waters is taken as 
an encouraging sign that this late 
summer visitor is here to be seen and 
enjoyed for many years to come. 

OREGON WILDLIFE Page 7 

v 

rs 

.1111101. 

+ 

.'..... 

t -e" 

"eta/ 

o . 

.. 

. 

, \ %1 ....-__w.. 
..e{ 

C 



Would You Know 
A Dugong From 
A Grampus? 

by Jim Harper 

A what from a what? Perhaps a 
better question would be: Would you 
know a sea cow from a dolphin, other 
names for the dugong and grampus. 
These are merely two of a multitude 
of marine mammals that inhabit the 
waters of the world. Marine mam- 
mals, as a group are one of the least 
understood, yet one of the most 
fascinating members of the animal 
kingdom. Although marine mammals 
are represented by over 100 species 
worldwide, only 30 have been sighted 
in Oregon waters, and only about five 
or six of these are common visitors. 

The great gray whale, while not the 
most common of marine mammals in 
Oregon waters, provides the greatest 
thrill when seen because of its 
massive size. Measuring 30 to 50 feet 
in length and weighing 50,000 to 80,- 
000 pounds, this massive whale can 
be observed between February and 
April as it passes by Oregon on its 
northward migration to the Bering 
and Chukchi Seas near Alaska. In the 
fall, the gray whale returns to the es- 
tuaries of Baja California, some to 
breed, some to give birth and all to 
eat. One oddity of this ocean 
behemoth is that during the 6,000 
mile trip northward, during the 
several month stay in northern 
waters, and during his southern 
migration, he eats nothing! Once 
reaching his southern destination, he 
begins to lunch -up, but can eat only 
such tiny marine organisms that it 
takes several thousand to weigh a 
pound. 

And parents, the next time you 
want to complain about how much 
Junior eats, or how fast he is growing, 
put yourself in the place of a mamma 
gray whale. During a research 
program in California, a young whale 
consumed 1,980 pounds of ground -up 
squid daily and gained 88 pounds per 
day. Thats a rate of over 31/2 pounds 
an hour! 

Two species of sea lion can be found 
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along the Oregon coast, the Steller 
and the California. The Steller is 
perhaps the most often observed 
marine mammal because he inhabits 
the well known Sea Lion Caves. The 
adult bull of this species reaches 
weights of nearly a ton, but the 
female is less than half that size. 

Because of his great weight the bull 
Stellers cannot cover ground readily, 
but can maintain a harem of 10 to 20 
cows during the breeding season. This 
is in comparison to the 40 to 60 
females in the harems of northern fur 
seals. While many other males of the 
animal kingdom jealously guard their 
harems during the breeding season, 
the Steller bull plays it cool. Requir- 
ing only a certain amount of fidelity, 
he does not become overly irritable if 
one of his cows goes off to an idle bull. 
Some savage fights occur, however, 
and the necks of older bulls are usual- 
ly scarred from bites received in such 
battles. 

The Steller sea lion was originally 
called "lion of the sea" by a naturalist 
named Steller. This seemed ap- 
propriate for a sea -going flesh eater 
with a swollen neck, a loud roar, light 
brown hide and lion- shaped eyes with 
golden pupils. Unfortunately, the 
name lion had already been taken by 
the African land form, and did not 
seem applicable to the sea form. 

The other sea lion that can be 
observed in Oregon waters is the 
California. This animal seldom ven- 
tures into waters off the northern 
coast, but is a frequent visitor to 
southern Oregon. Most people have 

HARBOR SEAL 

seen California sea lions, but few 
know it. This sleek, shiny, playful in- 
dividual is, with few exceptions, the 
only member of the sea family that 
has been trained to perform. 
Promoted as a "Trained Seal," the 
California sea lion has appeared in 
vaudeville, circuses, and has starred 
in various television shows and mo- 
tion pictures. 

The California sea lion is much 
smaller than the Steller, the bulls 
weighing only 500 pounds or less. The 
adult male California has a 
noticeable crest on the top of the head 
which becomes lighter in color with 
age. Such a crest is missing in Steller 
bulls. 

The only "true" seal that common- 
ly inhabits Oregon waters is the hair 
or harbor seal. At times called the 
leopard seal because of its spotted 
coat, this animal is the most abun- 
dant marine mammal in our coastal 
waters. The harbor seal sticks closely 
to the shore and prefers sheltered 
bays and river estuaries. In Oregon, 
he has been observed in the Columbia 
River upstream as far as Bonneville 
Dam and also short distances up the 
Willamette River. 

The newborn harbor seal pup is 
covered by a coat of soft white or 
yellowish -white wool that is shed 
shortly after birth. The next attire 
consists of short, stiff, coarse hairs 
that may vary in color from silver or 
whitish gray to almost black. Spots, 
blotches or rings are present on most 
animals. 

The harbor seal can be easily 
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observed if a person only takes the 
time to look. A sand bar at the 
mouth of a river, a smooth reach of 
beach, a gently sloped rock in the 
surf; any of these may be a favorite 
spot. 

Who can speak of marine mammals 
without thinking of the sea otter. The 
return of this beautiful, playful 
furbearer is one of the more successful 
stories in the realm of wildlife 
management. Its luxurious fur, con- 
sidered by many to be the most 
beautiful in the world, almost spelled 
the animals' extinction during the 
days of the early fur trade. By 1900, 
only a few colonies remained among 
the Alaskan islands, and one small 
colony on the California coast. 
Protected by international treaty in 
1911, the sea otter made a remarkable 
comeback. Through cooperation with 
the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game and the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, the States of Oregon and 
Washington and the Province of 
British Columbia reintroduced sea 
otter into their waters in the early 
1970s. Estimates place the total 
worldwide population at between 
100,000 and 120,000 animals. 

The antics of the sea otter have 
been well explained in the literature, 
movies and television. The otter's 
habits of cracking shells on a rock 
balanced on its chest, of sleeping 
soundly while wrapped in kelp, of 
carrying its young on its chest; all 
have endeared this animal to the 

hearts of millions. The Wildlife Com- 
mission is proud of the part it played 
in bringing the sea otter back to 
Oregon waters. 

Space in this article does not per- 
mit a complete discussion of all 
groups of marine mammals. However, 
each group has mannerisms or traits 
that make them favorites of people. 
For example, Flipper, the television 
star, brought dolphins into the homes 
of millions. Pelorus Jack, another 
dolphin, gained life -long protection in 
New Zealand because for 20 years he 
guided ships into Pelorous Sound. 
The dugong, sea cows of the Red Sea, 
may be the Sirens of mythology since 
some of the stories of mermaids are 
based on these animals. After en- 
counters with these peaceful mam- 
mals, European seafarers brought 
home tales of seeing mermaids nur- 
sing their babies at the breast. 

Marine mammals can be a source 
of endless enjoyment if given the 
chance. The next time you go to the 
coast, throw in your binoculars and 
plan on doing some sea lion or seal 
"hunting." Investigate the rocky out- 
croppings, the isolated rocks at sea, 
the sheltered coves, the kelp beds. 
Visit Cape Arago and look for sea 
otter; take a trip to Castle Rock off 
the southern Oregon coast and 
maybe, if you are lucky, you will be 
one of the few people who have seen 
the northern elephant seal, largest 
member of the seal family. Try it, 
you'll like it. 

CALIFORNIA SEA LION 

STELLER SEA LION 
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This and that 
compiled by Ken Durbin 

Flight Of The Snow Goose 
The lesser snow goose, which 

summers in Siberia and winters in the 
Sacramento Valley of California, is 
the subject of a joint study by the 
United States and Soviet Union. 
Twenty -four geese were marked with 
bright green collars before their 
departure last spring for Wrangel 
Island, north of the Arctic Circle. 
Before its completion, the Russians 
will have banded or dyed 800 snow 
geese for this fall's migration. One 
objective is to determine their exact 
wintering areas. Another is to study 
the interaction between the Siberian 
geese and the hundreds of thousands 
that migrate from northern Canada. 

Audubon 

Whooping Cranes Hang On 
Fifteen of eighteen whooping crane 

eggs hatched in Canada's Wood Buf- 
falo National Park this year. But 
because of high mortality the first six 
months, only four to six young are ex- 
pected to reach the wintering grounds 
at Aransas National Wildlife Refuge 
in Texas this fall. Thirteen other eggs 
were taken from the nests to Patux- 
ent Wildlife Research Center in 
Laurel, Maryland. Of nine cranes 
that hatched, five survive. Patuxent 
now has three pairs of captive -reared 
adult birds that were mature enough 
this spring to reproduce. They made 
preliminary gestures at nesting and 
biologists hope they may mate and 
produce eggs next year. Fortunately, 
the flock of whoopers was in Canada 
when a long -dreaded event hit Aran - 
sas-an oil spill. Only one adult that 
failed to migrate north was present 
this summer when a tanker leaked 25 
to 50 barrels of heavy crude oil into 
the Intracoastal Waterway at the 
refuge, leaving an oil slick for ten 
miles. The slick was quickly cleared 
and the lone bird was diverted from 
the area by artificial feeding. 

Audubon 

Unconstitutional? 
Hunters who take their sport for 

granted will receive a rude shock 
when they realize the implications of 
a bit of legislation recently approved 
by voters in Geneva, Switzerland. 

It was a constitutional amendment 
forbidding hunting in the state. Spon- 
sors of the amendment claim the ban 
makes Geneva Canton the first state 
in the world where hunting is con- 
stitutionally prohibited. 

Colorado Outdoors 

We Can't Go Back 
"We can reasonably assume that 

most species of wild animals will have 
to continue to live on land devoted 
first of all to uses other than wildlife 
production. In other words, wildlife 
production for the most part must be 
a by- product of other land uses. The 
idea that we can `restore' wildlife is 
untenable - we cannot go back to 
`nature's management', if we mean 
by that to restore nature's primeaval 
conditions, except in a few isolated 
protected land areas. Unless 
programs of wildlife restoration are 
programs of habitat improvement to 
prevailing uses of the land, they can- 
not permanently endure." 

Edward H. Graham in 
The Land and Wildlife 

* 

Sheep Hunters Successful 
Eight of Oregon's 17 bighorn sheep 

hunters were successful this year in 
bagging a ram, according to Wildlife 
Commission staff biologist Paul 
Ebert. 

Most sheep hunters had no trouble 
seeing rams during the hunts, but see- 
ing sheep and getting to them over 
the rough escarpments they call home 
are often two different things. Success 
went up a little this year. Last year 
three out of ten hunters took rams for 
a 30 percent success rate. This year 
that climbed to 47 percent. 

The Elephant 
Of all the facts about mammals 

This is most relevant: 
It takes a lot of paper 

To gift wrap an elephant. 
Louis Phillips, Colorado outdoors 

* 

Lynx With A Jinx 
Wildlife Commission biologist Joe 

Pesek would have been no less sur- 
prised if the caller on the other end of 
the line had reported an elephant shot 
on the outskirts of Albany. 

Lynx are just about that rare in 
Oregon. Yet the Albany taxidermist 
on the telephone said a man had just 
brought a Canada lynx to his shop, 
there was no question about the iden- 
tification, and it had been shot on its 
second attempt to raid a flock of 
ducks on a farm near Albany. 

Pesek went to the shop, confirmed 
the identification, and then went to 
the farm where the drama took place. 
The cat had paid a late -night visit 
and badly injured a domestic duck 
before being frightened away. The 
duck succumbed. Later, when the cat 
returned for seconds, it met an un- 
timely end for its troubles. 

The Canada lynx, a close relative of 
the bobcat, is a common resident of 
the more northern climes of Alaska 
and Canada. But it is very rare in 
Oregon. The scattered records of 
specimens taken have all been from 
eastern Oregon. While there are ver- 
bal reports of their occurrence west of 
the Cascades in Oregon, these have 
previously been unsupported by 
specimens. 

Normally lynx are found in alpine - 
type habitat and feed largely on 
snowshoe hares, squirrels, mice, and 
birds. Occasionally they are able to 
kill larger mammals. Lynx differ from 
the more common bobcat in being 
larger, with longer legs, bigger feet, a 
shorter tail completely encircled by 
black at the tip, and a generally 
lighter fur. 

There is always the possibility this 
lynx was intentionally released by 
someone or is an escaped pet, Pesek 
said, but the condition of the animal, 
its teeth, claws, and fur throws some 
doubt on this likelihood. 

What a lynx was doing in the scrub - 
oak farmlands of the Willamette 
Valley, so far from its normal haunts 
and habitat, will probably remain one 
of those strange mysteries of nature 
which will never be explained. 
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DO YOU HAVE SOME OF THE PIECES 
for a 
NATIONAL FISHERIES PLAN? 

Sport and commercial fishermen, developers and conservationists, virtually 
all Oregonians who take an interest in saltwater fishing may find themselves 
affected by an upcoming series of public meetings. 

"Meetings open to all Oregonians with a stake in the future of marine fishery 
resources are scheduled for Eugene on Nov. 11, Portland on Nov. 12, and 
Pendleton on Nov. 13," announced Kenneth Hilderbrand, chairman of the 
Oregon State University Extension Service Sea Grant Marine Advisory 
Program. 

Conducted by the National Marine Fisheries Service and Pacific Marine 
Fisheries Commission, with assistance from the Fish and Wildlife Commissions 
of Oregon and the OSU Sea Grant Marine Advisory Program, these public 
forums will examine a "National Marine Fisheries Plan" being drafted by the 
U.S. Department of Commerce. 

"It is being developed in response to nationwide concern over the condition of 
U.S. marine fisheries, which have been declining for several years because of 
heavy fishing by foreign fleets, overfishing of certain types of fish, and en- 
vironmental changes," explained William Q. Wick, director of the Sea Grant 
College Program at OSU. 

After it is completed late next spring, this plan is expected to set official 
governmental policies on uses of marine resources off all U.S. coasts, and to have 
far -reaching consequences for commercial and sports interests everywhere. 

The purpose of the Oregon meetings is to obtain local opinions on fisheries 
problems and suggestions for management of fishery resources, to make this 
federal plan responsive to state needs. 

"The plan is intended to be a truly national one, not just a federal government 
plan, and NMFS is seeking information from the public to make it this," said 
Wick. 

The public meetings will be at Harris Hall in the County Courthouse Annex 
at Eugene, The Public Service Auditorium in Portland, and at Blue Mountain 
Community College in Pendleton, and will begin at 7:30 p.m. each evening, ac- . cording to Hilderbrand. 

More information on the subject of the plan and meeting arrangements is 
available from the OSU Marine Advisory Program, telephone 754 -3771, the Fish 
Commission, 229 -5671, or the Wildlife Commission, 229 -5551. 

Commission 
Action 

At its October meeting in Portland 
the Oregon Wildlife Commission 
authorized an experimental program 
to establish Montana or Arctic grayl- 
ing in the upper reaches of Fall River. 

The grayling is considered an ex- 
cellent sporting fish in the cold 
regions where it is most commonly 
found. The North American species is 
distributed across Siberia, Alaska, 
Canada, and in diminishing numbers 
in Montana. At one time it was found 
in Michigan but is now extinct there. 

The grayling is in the same 
piscatorial group with salmon, trout, 
and whitefish. It has the 
characteristic adipose fin of the 
salmonids but can be readily iden- 
tified by its large, colorful dorsal fin. 
In Oregon the whitefish is often mis- 
takenly called a grayling but lacks the 
spectacular dorsal fin. Highly 
respected as a sport fish, the grayling 
finds particular favor with the fly 
fisherman because of its voracious 
feeding habits on all types of insects 
and ready acceptance of artificials. 

Grayling require cold, unpolluted 
water, preferably where they don't 
have to compete extensively with 
other trout species. 

In other action the Wildlife Corn- 
mission voted to amend the boun- 
daries of a special anterless elk hunt 
in the Knappa area and to require 
hunters to check in and out through a 
check station. 

The decision to reduce the area by 
approximately two -thirds - from 
about 6 square miles to about 2 
square miles - came because of 
strong local opposition to the hunt 
from some of the residents whose 
properties were within or near the 
hunt boundaries. 

The hunt was initially scheduled at 
the request of other residents in the 
area experiencing severe damage to 
holly orchards from browsing elk. The 
Commission often schedules special 
hunts to alleviate agricultural 
damage in areas with high elk or deer 
populations. The Knappa hunt is 
limited to 50 permit holders, already 
selected at a public drawing held on 
August 30, and will be conducted on 
the first three weekends in 
January. 
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BOBCAT 
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Bobcats vary from the large pale 
variety of eastern Oregon to the 
smaller richly colored ones of the . Coast Range. They prefer semi -open íi , ¡ and rimrock country. 

A short bodied, bobtailed, long- /egged cat 
weighing /5 -40 lbs. Body is pale yellowish 
to reddish brown with spoiled or streaked 
dark splotches. Shoulder height /2`75; 
length 00"-40:' 

Their curiosity may cause them 
to follow man. 

- 

Ears tufted with white spot on 
back; conspicuous sideburns; yellow 
eyes. 

Food availability determines their main diet. 
Bobcats feed on anything they can catch. 

They mate in February or March. 1 to41 
kittens are born about May /st in 
hollow trees, thickets, or preferably 
caves in the rimrocks. Kittens are 
born blind; remain so about 9 days. 
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