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OREGON FISH & WILDLIFE COMMISSION Time To Get Upset 
Allan Kelly, Chairman ................... Portland 
Frank Pozzi, Vice Chairman ............. 
Mrs. Allen Bateman ................ 

Portland 
Kiamath Falls Clod, oaf, dolt, or perhaps just poacher is the best word. In searching the 

John Boyer ......................... Bellfountain dictionary for the proper term, we came across several which seemed applicable 
Walter Lofgren .......................... Portland to those individuals who have caused grief for many legitimate Oregon anglers. McKee Smith ........................... 
Jack Steiwer ................................ 

Portland 
Fossil They have caused the angling regulations to become more com1ex. which cer- 

JOHN W. McKEAN, Director 
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Portland, Or. 97208 

The Cover 
Mule deer in the snow. Winter puts extra 

stress on all animals. Observation and pho- 
tography should be done without harassing the 
creatures. 

Photo by John McKean 

tainly is not to be desired Wìio e they? Those persons who inist on flaunting 
the rules concerning the proper methods of taking fish. Specifically, those 
snaggers in the Nestucca and Trask Rivers who took advantage of low water con- 
ditions this past fall to greedily wade into kegged-up populations of salmon. 
Some did it for commercial purposes, others apparently because they felt they 
were privileged or just don't give a damn. 

Unfortunately, in such a situation the Commission has to react in a manner 
similar to that used by the military. If one member of the squad fouled up, the 
whole group was restricted. In the service the rest of the group usually made 
things uncomfortable enough for the malcontent so that he would shape up or 
get out. 

So far, perhaps the hook restrictions imposed on the rivers haven't upset 
enough people to a great enough extent to get them moved into action. Perhaps 
it will take a complete closure on the river in the area where the worst problems 
are occurring to stir up the honest anglers enough to get them to start reporting 
the offenders or making them so unpopular they won't want to continue their 
errant ways. 

It's a difficult subject in that some of the poachers apparently he 
threatened, in various ways, honest citizens who suggested they were going to 
some reporting. Nevertheless, if enough concerned citizens took action by fur- 
nishing information to the State Police, the outlaws wouldn't have a chance. A 
campaign to get as many of them arrested as possible, with stiff fines and 
perhaps jail sentences for those convicted, might put a halt to the nonsense. If 
something severe isn't done, the average angler is going to have to put up with 
more complex, tightly drawn rules and in some cases the complete loss of a 
fishing area or, in extreme cases, the loss of the resource itself. RES 

Commission To Meet Twice In January 
HUNTER EDUCATION The Fish and Wildlife Commission will meet twice inJanuary. On January 

PROGRAM 16 the Commission will start meeting at 9 a.m. at its Portland office and then at 
INSTRUCTORS APPROVED 10 a.m. will start a public hearing at the Western Forestry Center. Discussion 

Month of November ............ 18 will center mainly around opening dates for 1976 hunting seasons and a number 
Total Active ................... 1,634 of proposed changes in the issuance of big game tags and permits. 

STUDENTS TRAINED On January 30, starting at 9 a.m., the Commission will meet with other 
Month of November .......... 404 members of the Columbia River Compact in the Georgia-Pacific Room of the 
Total to Date ................ 228,909 Memorial Coliseum in Portland. At this meeting and hearing a comprehensive 

HUNTING CASUALTIES REPORTED plan for Columbia River fisheries, the annual Columbia River commercial 
IN 1975 fishing regulations, and the winter commercial seasons on the river will be d 

Fatal ............................. 5 cussed and testimony heard. 
Nonfatal .......................... 50 More details of the meetings may be found on the back page of this issue. D 
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Whale for Dinner Again? 

Whale for dinner again? During 
World War II this could well have 
been the question of a husband corn- 
ing home for dinner after a long hard 
day at the shipyards. Particularly so, 
if he worked near Eureka, California 
where for many years a whaling sta- 
tion was maintained. Whale meat, 
which is boneless and gristleless, was 
considered to be excellent meat by 
many people. It also appealed to the 
housewife because ration stamps were 
not required for purchase. Recipes in 
newspapers or popular food 
magazines could well have started out 
"First you catch a medium size whale 
of 40,000 to 80,000 pounds". Serious- 

-y, the Fish and Wildlife Service did 
levelop for the housewife such recipes 
as stuffed whale roast, fillet of whale 
with mushrooms, whale pot roast and 
broiled whale steak. However, if these 
recipes have stimulated your taste 
buds for whale tonight, don't run 
down to your local supermarket in an- 
ticipation of buying whale meat. The 

by C. Dale Snow 
Assistant Supervisor, 

Marine Region 

United States has declared a 
moratorium on whaling or the impor- 
tation of whale meat or by-products. 
This embargo is not related to the 
quality of the product, but to the fact 
that several species of whale are con- 
sidered to be in danger of extinction. 
Whale harvest is conducted under the 
watchful eye of the International 
Whaling Commission of which the 
U.S. is a member. 

The endangered status of some 
species of whales does not apply to 
the one most frequently observed 
along the Oregon coast. The Califor- 
nia Gray Whale (Eschrichtius 
robustus) migrates by our shores 
twice annually: Moving from the Ber- 
ing Sea south to the warm-water 
lagoons of Mexico where they breed 
and give birth to their young, and 
moving north to the Bering Sea in late 
winter and early spring. The pods of 
whale, typically two to four or five, 
but as many as ten or more animals, 
pass just offshore of Oregon on their 

Gray whale surfaced and 'blowing" off the southern California coast. 
Photo courtesy of Dr. Raymond Gilmore, San Diego Natural History 
Museum. 

way to Baja California in late 
November and December. The 
northward movement of bulls and 
recently mated cows starts locally in 
late February and reaches its greatest 
intensity in late March. 

The story of the gray whale ex- 
emplifies what man can do to and for 
a species of animal. Gray whales were 
apparently first found on one of their 
principal calving grounds at Laguna 
Ojo del Liebre by Captain C. M. 
Scammon while on a whaling expedi- 
tion along the Pacific coast in 1857. 
Annually these animals make the 
longest migration known for any 
mammal to mate and bear their 
young in the warm waters of Ojo del 
Liebre (Scammon's Lagoon) and the 
other lagoons along Baja California. 
Once the reproductive cycle of birth 
and mating has occurred the animals 
start their northward movement back 
to the food-rich waters of the Bering 
Sea. 

Captain Scammon was unable to 

:7.;;;:..: . -1 
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guard the secret of his phenomenal 
whaling success. The next year, he 
was discovered by other boats in the 
lagoon that bears his name and the 
unrestrained harvest of these animals 
commenced. By the 1870s, Scammon 
feared these magnificent mammals 
would become extinct and shore and 
lagoon whaling actually ceased in the 
1890s. Then from 1924 to 1937, whal- 
ing by modern methods was con- 
ducted until only a small group of 
gray whales were left to journey to the 
lagoons of Baja. In 1938 an inter- 
national treaty banned the harvest of 
all gray whales, and this was repeated 
in 1947. In the ensuing years the pop- 
ulation of gray whales has grown to an 

i. - 

- .- .-- 

estimated 11,000 animals. The 
Soviets capture about 150 yearly on 
the Siberian coast of the Bering Strait 
region, for their aborigines, and there 
is rational argument for the carefully 
controlled harvest of these animals. 

Gray whales can be recognized at 
sea by their lack of a dorsal fin and by 
their mottled color. They have a low 
flat hump in place of a dorsal fin, and 
this is followed by a series of usually 9 
to 12 knobs along the dorsal ridge of 
the tail stock. Adult gray whales are 
36 to 50 feet in length and weigh from 
16 to 45 tons (32,000-90,000 pounds). 
Male and female gray whales attain 
sexual maturity at an age of 5 to 11 
years, usually 8 years, and may live to 

Above is a nearly complete back profile of California Gray whale 
showing nostrils and first of tail stock knobs. Below is gray whale at sur- 
face just after spout or exhalation. Nostrils on top of head are still open 
for inhalation. Photos courtesy of Dr. Raymond Gilmore, San Diego 
Natural History Museum. 
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be 50 years old. The females usually 
breed every two years, after a gesta- 
tion period of 13 months give birth to 
a calf averaging 16 feet long anc' 
weighing close to two thousana 
pounds. The calves grow rapidly and 
by August, when weaned, some have 
attained a length of 28 feet and will 
grow to 30 feet before heading 
southward on the annual migration. 

The only predator that poses a 
threat to the gray whale is the killer 
whale (Orcinu.s orca). However, it is 
not believed that a killer whale can 
kill a healthy gray whale, usually kill- 
ing only the weak, older animals or 
calves. However, a high percent of 
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adult gray whales bear tooth mark 
scars from attacks by killers. Scar 
positioning suggests that the killers 
ry to immobilize their prey by biting 

..lippers and flukes (tail) and thus 
drowning the victim. 

The gray whale is a baleen or 
whalebone whale. Instead of teeth, 
baleen whales have narrow flexible 
plates hanging in a row from each side 
of the upper jaw. These are used to 
filter food organisms out of the water. 
However, unlike other baleen whales, 
the gray whale is a bottom feeder. Ap- 
parently they plough up the soft san- 
dy bottom with their snouts and filter 
small crustaceans out of the turbid 
waters. These crustaceans consist 
mostly of amphipods one-third to one 
inch j,ong and are close relatives of the 
sandfleas. 

Anyone interested in gray whales, 
their biology, life history and com- 
mercial use should read "Gray 
Whale" by Dale W. Rice or "The Life 
History and Ecology of the Gray 
Whale (Eschrichtius ro bust us)" by 
Dale W. Rice and Allen A. Wolman, 
both of which have been extensively 
quoted here. 

The Oregonian that would like to 
see whales should keep a close eye on 
the newspapers during the months of 
December, January, February, and 
March. The presence ofthese animals 
off our shores is usually reported so 
those people who are interested can 
observe them. The best way to see 
these magnificent monsters of the sea 
is to go to one of the many points of 
land along the beach such as Boiler 
Bay State Park, Depoe Bay, Otter 
Crest or Yaquina Head and watch the 
area just beyond the surf line to about 
one mile offshore. The location of the 
whale is given away by the telltale 
white plume of condensing moisture 
as they exhale (spout or blow) and 
prepare to dive. Binoculars trained on 
this spout will reveal the 
broad back of the whale, and as it 
submerges again it will occasionally 
lift the flukes into the air as it goes 
down. The very fortunate observer 
will occasionally see these magnifi- 
cent mammals throw themselves 
nearly full length out of the water and 
drop ponderously back into the sea, 
sending water flying in all directions. 
Migrating whales swim at a steady 4 
to 5 knots day and night. They usual- 

Gray whale "throwing" flukes in the air in start of a deep dive. Photo 
by Ken Balcomb, Moclips Cetological Society. 
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'y surface and "blow" about four or 
five times during a minute, and then 
dive and remain submerged for about 
four minutes. Knowing this and the 
direction they are traveling you can 
anticipate where they will surface 
next. Ideal conditions for whale 
watching are the days when the sun is 
bright and a brisk east wind has 
calmed the seas. The combination of 
good light and cold air condensing the 
"blow" will thrill even the casual 
observer. 

Whaling and protection of whales is 
controlled by the International Whal- 
ing Commission and the federal 
government; however, Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife per- 
sonnel, on their own time, are making 
counts of migrating whales. These 
observations are being made in 
cooperation with Dr. Raymond 
Gilmore of the San Diego Natural 
History Museum who furnished the 
photos for and reviewed this article. 
Through such cooperative obser- 
vations, and if the encroachment of 
civilization does not force the whales 
out of the lagoons of Baja, who knows, 
once again someone might say 
"Whale for dinner again?" D 
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Corn ment 

Cooperation = Enforcement 

There have been recent im- 
proprieties about sport hunting, the 
most notable being the recent CBS 
presentation "Guns ofAutumn". One 
fact, vividly portrayed, was that 
"slob" hunters do exist, and these 
reprehensible individuals do cause 
doubt to be cast upon the entire hun- 
ting fraternity. if sport hunting is to 
survive, the hunter and wildlife 
manager must be accountable for the 
wildlife which produces their sport 
and assures the nonconsumptive 
wildlife user of the continued welfare 
of wildlife species. We must manage 
our wildlife resource in a way that 
neither jeopardizes the welfare of a 
species or exposes the animal to abuse 
or waste. 

As a society we have developed new 
techniques to manage our wildlife 
resources and contributed to the 
prosperity of many wild species. 

by Dick Pederson 
Research Biologist, La Grande 

However, society in general, and 
sportsmen as a group, have "soft 
peddled" some of the common insults 
wrought upon our wildlife pop- 
ulations and the sport of hunting by 
the "slob" hunter. 

The four sets of antlers pictured 
here were removed from large adult 
bucks intentionally killed out of 
season by persons operating under the 
guise of being elk hunters. A total of 
seven trophy-class bucks were shot 
during the first three days of the 1975 
elk season within a 4-square-mile area 
of the Umatilla management unit. 

Witnesses were present when at 
least three of the seven bucks were il- 
legally shot, but not one came 
forward to testify. Two state game 
officers and three biologists were 
working in the area, but without 
tangible evidence, time of crime, 
physical description of the suspect, 

and vehicle license number no action 
could be taken. These incidents are 
common and will continue to be until 
the sport hunter assumes his respon- 
sibility and assists enforcement of- 
ficers in stopping such flagrant 
violations. 

The person or persons that corn- 

mitted these acts should be recogniz- 
ed for what they are - a thief that 
robbed law abiding hunters of trophy 
animals, a violator of the law, a 
perpetrator of an insult to the sport of 
hunting, and an assistant in the cam- 
paign to end sport hunting. Worst of 
all, he lacked respect and concern for 
the animal he shot. 

For those who watched and dh 
nothing, they aided the "slob" in his 
actions. Down this road of corn- 

placency lies the destruction of a no- 
ble sport. D 

Bucks shot illegally during elk season. Measurements: Top rack 23" x 14". Lower 
racks from left to right 26½" x 15", 2714" X 19'/2", 22/i" X 18/4". Photo by Gerry Strickler, 
U.S. Forest Service. 
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Editor's Note: 
Oregon's plant-eating wildlife are 

dependent on the land for survival. -. 'iything that adversely affects the 
.nd and its plants may be detrimen- 

tal to the wildlife living there. The 
Wild Horse Act was passed about four 
years ago and biologists have seen 
trouble coming. In some areas of the 
arid southwest United States a par- 
ticularly ironical situation exists 
where the protected burros are sur- 
rounding water holes and not allowing 
the desert bighorn sheep access to the 
water. The irony comes from the fact 
that the desert bighorn is one of our 
native species on the endangered 
species list and the burro is an import 
that can't be controlled. 

Four Years Of Wild 
Horse Law Reviewed 

by John E. Gumert, 
BLM Natural Resource Specialist, 

Oregon State Office 

On December 15, 1971, a federal 
law was enacted to protect, manage, - 

'-id control wild free-roaming horses 
..nd burros in the western states. Four 
years later, it seems evident that the 
law has been effective in protecting 
horses and burros, but leaves 
something to be desired in manage- 
ment and control. 

The number of wild horses in 
Oregon and on other western 
rangelands managed by the Bureau of 
Land Management, U.S. Department 
of the Interior, has increased sharply 
since 1971. Current inventories show 
that there are 50,000 wild horses and 
5,000 burros on public lands in the 
West. In Oregon, horse herds are 
growing at the rate of 20 percent each 
year. There are now about 7,000 wild 
horses in the state, double the 
number in 1971. There are no wild 
horses on BLM land in Washington. 

Federal land managers are becom- 
ing concerned that in some areas the 
wild horse populations have grown 
beyond the carrying capacity of the 
land. Carrying capacity is the 
measure of an area's ability to 
produce forage to feed animals, 
without damage to the land. 

Before the 1971 Act, Public Law 92- 
.95, the size of wild horse herds was 
kept in check by ranchers who 

gathered some horses for their use and 
by commercial "mustangers," who 
captured and sold unclaimed horses 
to pet food manufacturers. In the ear- 
ly 1950s, efforts were begun to protect 
these animals. Congress first passed a 
law in 1959 which banned the use of 
aircraft and motorized vehicles to 
capture or harass wild horses. 
However, it was 1971 before wild 
horses and burros were recognized by 
the Wild Horse Act as a part of the 
natural ecosystem of the West. This 
law requires the protection, manage- 
ment, and control of wild free- 
roaming horses and burros on public 
lands. 

Today the major concern is not that 
wild horses face extinction, but how 
to balance horse and burro pop- 
ulations with wildlife, cattle, 
recreationists, watershed manage- 
ment, and all of the other uses of the 
public lands. 

The Bureau of Land Management 
has made some attempts to control 
wild horse populations in some areas. 
During the past 18 months about 400 
wild horses have been removed from 
Oregon rangelands. The cost has 
varied between $300-$800 for each 
horse. The latest roundup was in 
Malheur County, where 255 horses 
were caught out of a planned 350. 
Gathering was stopped when the 
money ran out. BLM had planned to 
gather and remove 1,368 wild horses 
this year in Oregon just to keep up 
with the natural increase. However, 
the goal will not be reached. 

The 1971 Wild Horse Act bans the 
use of aircraft or other motorized 
vehicles in removing excess wild 
horses and burros in areas of popula- 
tion pressures. They can be gathered 
only by saddle horses and riders. In 
Oregon, several saddle horses have 
been killed or injured, and three BLM 
riders were injured during roundups. 

When wild horses are removed from 
the range, BLM has two alternatives 
for disposal. One is to destroy them. 
BLM in Oregon has not done any 
large scale destruction of wild horses. 
Several horses injured in gatherings, 
and a few others that could not be 
corralled, have been given overdoses 
of tranquilizers or shot. 

The other alternative is to place ex- 
cess horses with volunteers who 
promise to care for them. Nearly all of 
the 400 wild horses removed from 
overpopulated herds in Oregon have 

been placed. BLM screens applicants 
to insure that they have facilities and 
the ability to provide proper care. 
BLM also follows up on placement to 
insure wild horses are being properly 
cared for. Last August, BLM had to 
recover two horses which were being 
mistreated and then found new 
homes for them. 

After the first four years of the Wild 
Horse Act, some things are evident. 
The program as now operated is cost- 
ly. Changes in the law could save 
money. Many knowledgeable persons, 
including the National Advisory 
Board on Wild Free-Roaming Horses 
and Burros, believe that helicopters 
should replace the saddle horse and 
rider to gather wild horses when 
necessary. Both saddle horses and 
wild horses have been hurt and killed 
during high-speed chases across rocky 
ground. Recommendations have also 
been made to allow BLM to sell or 
donate excess wild horses rather than 
place them in the care of individuals 
without transfer of title. 

Another belief is that the number of 
volunteers who want wild horses will 
further decline. Already, only about 
one in three who apply for a wild 
horse actually takes one. When there 
are no more volunteers, can the 
public accept mass killing of excess 
horses? 

Finally, the Act is protecting wild 
horses from man, but not from the 
laws of nature. The steady 20-25 per- 
cent annual increase in numbers is 
catching up with some herds. In some 
areas wildlife is beginning to feel the 
pinch of overcrowding. BLM range 
managers fear that improvements in 
range condition achieved during the 
past 40 years through careful 
livestock management and range 
revegetation will be lost if wild horse 
populations expand without control. 

The future of the 1971 Wild Horse 
Act may be decided soon. There are 
several proposals now before Congress 
to amend the law. Also a ruling on the 
constitutionality of the Act may be 
decided by the U.S. Supreme Court 
next spring. The constitutionality 
question is a result of a lawsuit 
brought by the State of New Mexico. 

One sure thing is that uncontrolled 
wild horse population increases will 
make it difficult, if not impossible, for 
future land managers to maintain 
acceptable ecological balances on the 
public lands. D 
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The Rocky Mountain 
Bighorn Sheep A 
Status Report 

by Victor Coggins 
Wildlife Biologist, Enterprise 

The Rocky Mountain bighorn 
sheep (Ovis canadensis canadensis) is 
one of two subspecies of bighorns 
native to Oregon, the other being 
California bighorn (Ovis canadensis 
californiana) of the southeastern por- 
tion of the state. The bighorns are one 
of two native sheep species found in 
North America. They range from the 
northern Rocky Mountains along the 
British Columbia-Alberta border to 
northern Mexico. This sheep group 
consists of eight subspecies or races, 
some of which are now extinct, and 
includes the desert bighorn. The Dall 
group of northern Canada and Alaska 
has three races and includes the 
Stone or Black sheep of northern 
British Columbia as well as two races 
of white Dall sheep. 

The various sheep groups of North 
America were never found far from 
rugged, rough terrain and Oregon's 
sheep were no exception. Bighorn 
sheep formerly ranged through the 
canyons and mountain ranges of 
eastern Oregon with the Rocky Moun- 
tain bighorns residing in the Wallowa 
and Blue Mountain areas. The 
California bighorns occupied the river 
canyons and mountains south of the 
Columbia and east of the Deschutes 
River to the California-Nevada 
border. 

The California bighorn was 
eliminated from Oregon by about 
1910 while the Rocky Mountain sub- 
species survived in the rugged por- 
tions of the Wallowa Mountains until 
the mid-1940s. Early reports indicate 
that the Rocky Mountain bighorn was 
formerly abundant in the Wallowa 
Mountains and adjacent Snake and 
Imnaha River Canyons. Smaller pop- 
ulations existed in the Blue, 
Elkhorns, and other northeastern 
Oregon mountain ranges. The reasons 
for the decline and eventual extinc- 
tion of the native Oregon sheep has 
been the subject of much speculation. 
While no one will ever know for cer- 
tain, the most probable explanations 
were uncontrolled grazing by 

domestic livestock (especially 
overgrazing of winter ranges), dis- 
eases brought in by domestic sheep 
bands and indiscriminate shooting. 
All these factors probably contributed 
at least partially to the disappearance 
of the native sheep. 

Some Life History Facts 

Bighorn sheep are primarily grazers 
and most studies have shown that 
grasses make up approximately 75 
percent of their diet. Bluebunch 
wheatgrass was found to be the most 
important grass species in several 
Montana and British Columbia 
studies. The Rocky Mountain bighorn 
is not only the largest sheep species in 
North America but also carries the 
biggest and most massive horns. In an 
Alberta study, adult rams averaged 
207 pounds and ewes 159 pounds in 
weight. They are stockily built 
animals and have a very conspicuous 
white rump patch. Both sexes have 

horns. Bighorn ewes generally breed 
first at 2 ½ years of age and single 
births are the rule. Ewes normally 
lamb in the steepest, most inaccessi- 
ble areas of the sheep range following 
a gestation period of 180 days. In the 
Wallowas, the rut occurs in late 
November and early December and 
most lambs are born by the first of 
June. 

The Return of the 
Rocky Mountain Bighorn 

In 1954, California bighorns were 
reintroduced to Oregon, marking the 
beginning of a successful restoration 
program from this subspecies. Efforts 
were made in the early 1960s to obtain 
Rocky Mountain sheep stock but it 
wasn't until 1971 that bighorns were 
obtained from Jasper National Park, 
Alberta, Canada. (See Oregon 
Wildlife, June 1971). Two groups of 
20 sheep each were released in ApriL 
and November 1971. The first reii 

Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep in Jasper National Park, Alberta, Canada. Photographed in 
the early spring, these sheep still had their thick winter coat. 
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troduction was made in the Snake 
River Canyon above Hells Canyon 
Dam. It consisted of 8 rams and 12 
ewes. The second release was made in 
the Lostine River drainage of the 
Wallowa Mountains and consisted of 
5 rams and 15 ewes. At this writing, 
the Wallowa Mountain transplant 
appears to have been very successful, 
while the Snake River sheep have ap- 
parently disappeared. 

The Hells Canyon sheep were 
released in April and soon after at 
least some dispersal occurred. Small 
groups of sheep were reported as far 
north as Salt Creek on the Snake 
River, a distance of 23 air miles from 
the release site. Some animals ap- 
parently adopted the Short and 
Steamboat Creek drainages (above 
the dam) as 10 bighorns, including 3 
new lambs, were located in June of 
1971. In August 1972, 13 sheep were 
located including 3 new lambs, in- 

cating continued reproduction. In 
1arch 1973, 9 bighorns were located 

just above Hells Canyon Dam during 
the annual spring elk inventory. Since 
that time, only a few stragglers have 
been sighted by Wildlife Commission 
personnel and reports by canyon 
visitors have diminished. The success 
of this introduction is in doubt. 

The Wallowa Mountain bighorns 
were released in November and little 
permanent dispersal occurred. Nine- 
teen of the original 20 sheep wintered 
on the grass-covered slopes in the 
Silver Creek burn above the Lostine 
River. The following spring, con- 
siderable dispersal occurred and in 
early June 1972, 5 sheep from the 
Lostine River were seen 21 air miles 
northeast of the release site along 
Highway 3. Identification of in- 
dividuals was positive because all the 
sheep were eartagged shortly after 
they were captured in Canada. The 
animals later returned to the Wallowa 
Mountains as 20 bighorns including 3 
new lambs were located on the 
Hurricane Divide east of the Lostine 

Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep on sheep ridge in northeastern Oregon. Photo taken in 
May shows rather scruffy summer coat. Author Coggins reported sighting 51 of the 
bighorns in their winter range in the Lostine River drainage. Tally made during the 
December 21 flight compares to 40 animals seen in 1974. 

River in July 1972. The sheep moved 
to the high peaks of the Wallowas 
their first summer and have con- 
tinued to use the same general 
summering area. Reproduction has 
been good and 11 new lambs were 
observed in 1973 and 11 in 1974. In 
December 1974, 40 bighorns were 
counted on the sheep winter range 
above the Lostine River (the same 
range they have used since their 
release in 1971). Thus, the population 
has at least doubled in the three lam- 
bing seasons since the introduction. 

Where do we go from here? The 
limiting factor of the Lostine sheep 
herd appears to be winter range. The 
animals have a very large summer 
range that they share with a small 
number of mule deer, Rocky Moun- 
tain elk, and Rocky Mountain goats. 
When the deep snows fall, they are 
forced to move down to a winter range 
less than 1,000 acres in size that they 
share with both deer and elk. 
Numerous studies have shown that 
the species can be its own worst 
enemy. They are subject to over- 
population and disease problems, 
compounded by their reluctance to 
seek new ranges. The species is not a 
pioneering one. Unlike deer and 
Rocky Mountain elk, they are reluc- 
tant to move into new country. 

The better bighorn ranges, es- 
pecially winter ranges, are those with 
steep rugged terrain and an abun- 
dance of bunchgrass interspersed 
with rocky cliffs for escape. Sheep 
ranges may or may not utilize high 
elevation alpine country for summer 
range. The Wallowa Mountains, 
lower Imnaha and Snake River 
Canyons have a high potential for 
bighorns. All three areas historically 
harbored healthy sheep populations. 

Since so much former sheep coun- 
try is presently unoccupied, it is 
believed that management efforts 
should be directed towards a trapping 
and transplanting program . The 
Lostine sheep herd has a limited 
wintering area and, if the present rate 
of increase continues, will soon over- 
populate its range. This bighorn herd 
appears to have the potential to 
provide stock for other unoccupied 
habitat. Hopefully, by trapping and 
transplanting animals, the Rocky 
Mountain bighorn sheep can be 
restored to much of its historic range. 

D 
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Ice Fishing In 
The Kiamath Country 

by Wendell Stout 
District Fishery Biologist 

Anglers in the Kiamath Basin do 
not store their trout fishing gear in the 
garage or basement and den up for 
hibernation during the winter. 
Fishing through the ice at lakes and 
reservoirs during the long winter 
months is a popular pastime for 
Kiamath country sportsmen. 

In 1967, angling regulations were 
relaxed to allow year-round angling in 
most lakes and reservoirs in the 
Kiamath Basin and it didn't take the 
sportsmen long to discover and take 
advantage of this new opportunity. 

Large lakes and reservoirs in the 
Kiamath area which provide good 
winter ice fishing opportunities in- 
dude Lake of the Woods, Fourmile 
Lake, Miller Lake, and Gerber Reser- 
voir. The high Cascade back country 
lakes in the Kiamath watershed are 
also open to year-round angling. 

At Lake of the Woods kokanee, 
rainbow trout, and brook trout are 
available for the winter fisherman. 
The best angling areas are located in 
shoal water near the Lake of the 
Woods Resort and Aspen Point 
Campground. Accommodations, 
meals, and supplies are available at 
the resort. The lake is reached from 
the Medford-Klamath Falls Highway 
140 near the summit of the pass. The 
short access road to the lake is usually 
kept plowed open. 

Fourmile Lake, a 12-mile snow- 
mobile ride from Highway 140 in the 
winter, contains kokanee and brook 
trout. Winter conditions in the area 
are usually severe with deep snows 
although a spring journey over the 
snow to the lake can be very en- 
joyable. The best prospects for fishing 
areas are in the shallows at the east 
end of the lake and off rocky points 
along the south shore. 

Miller Lake lies 14 miles west of 
Chemult off Highway 97 and is 
accessible during the winter only by 
snowmobile. Kokanee and rainbow 
trout inhabit this deep lake. Kokanee 
come to the shoal areas around Digit 
Point and at the east end of the lake 
to spawn and the rainbow accompany 
them to pick up stray eggs from the 
bottom gravel. Rainbow from Miller 
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Lake have been taken exceeding 2 
feet in length. 

Gerber Reservoir, lying ap- 
proximately 40 miles east of Kiamath 
Falls, is reached by Highway 140 to 
Dairy, Highway 90 to Bonanza, and 
the Lorella-Gerber Road to the lake. 
Campgrounds are available here and 
the winter snows are not as deep as at 
the Cascade lakes. Rainbow trout and 
landlocked coho salmon of large size 
are found in the reservoir along with 
many of the warm-water game fish 
such as largemouth bass, crappie, 
yellow perch, and brown bullhead. 

The smaller back country lakes ly- 
the Cascade 

many winter angling opportunities to 
the hardy snowmobiler or cross- 
country skier. Some are located 
within reasonable distances of road 
heads. Brook trout and occasionally 
rainbow trout are the species usually 
found in the high lakes. 

Basic equipment for ice fishing con- 
sists of a pole, reel, tackle, a tool for 
cutting a hole in the ice, a kitchen 
strainer or square foot of window 
screen, and well-insulated clothing 
and boots. Short poles specially 
designed for ice fishing may be 
purchased at sporting goods stores 
but one is easily improvised from an 
old rod tip fitted with a handle. Stan- 
dard length poles are usable but 
cumbersome. Gear consists of a reel, 
spinners or bait hooks, and sinkers. 
Fish can be attracted by small 
spinners or lures as well as by worms 
or eggs. 

The ice thickness should be tested 
before venturing upon the lake and a 
4-inch thickness is recommended. 
Holes through the ice need be no 
larger than 6 to 8 inches. If you don't 
have to carry it far, a chain saw does 
the job quickly. Ice augers or chisels 

are available commercially but 
chisels or spuds can be constructed 
easily by welding a 3-inch-wide home- 
built chisel blade to a shaft of an old 
car axle or pipe. Be sure to have a 
wrist thong at the end of the handle or 
the chisel may end up at the bottom 
of the lake. The strainer or square of 
screen is used to clear the hole of ice 
fragments and snow. Surface ice may 
form in several layers with slush or 
water between them. Comforts to suit 
your needs may include a square of 
wood to stand up on to keep your feet 
warm and a can full of charcoal bn- 
quets to warm your hands. Some typ 

wind and folding stool 
on can increase your comfort substan- 
tially. When you leave the lake, the 
plug of ice from the hole should be 
saved and replaced for safety to other 
anglers. 

Concentrations of ice anglers often 
leave large quantities of litter on the 
ice. Be sure to bring along a plastic 
garbage bag to remove yours from the 
lake. 

Fish are not reluctant to bite in 
spite of the cold water once they have 
been attracted to the hole by your 
lunes or bait. It is sometimes 
necessary to cut more than one hole 
through the ice to locate fish. More 
often than not they are in shallow 
water on in channels. Don't be dis- 
couraged and leave the lake too 
quickly, as it sometimes takes several 
minutes to a half-hour to get action. 

Winter-caught trout and panfish 
are generally of good quality and 
make fine table fare although 
spawned-out fish are not as good in 
quality. 

So don't hibernate-Activate! 
Maybe you will see some of you 
summertime fishing buddies peenin, 
down through a hole in the ice. D 
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This and that 
compiled by Ken Durbin 

People Need Wildlife 
Indian Cabinet Minister Karan 

Singh, when asked about the impor- 
tance of preserving Indian wildlife, 
summed up the new government at- 
titude by saying, "If a situation arises 
in any country where wildlife cannot 
exist, ultimately human beings will 
not be able to exist either. People 
need the same ecological support that 
is required by wildlife. Unless this is 
understood by everybody, our plans 
will not succeed. Wildlife is an indica- 
tion of environmental quality." 

Missouri Conservationist 
* 

Gators Recovering, 
Crocs in Trouble 

Just as the American alligator is 
being dropped from the endangered 
species list in some areas, its close 

'-lative, the American crocodile, is an 
.iwelcome addition to the list. Con- 

sidered the rarest reptile in the 
United States, only 300 of the relic 
creatures remain, including ten 
breeding females. Intensive human 
pressures from hide hunters and 
habitat developers have depleted the 
species, once common throughout 
southern Florida. Raccoons also are 
known to prey heavily on crocodile 
eggs and young. 

Audubon econotes 
* 

To Hunting Dog Owners 
Under a new Oregon law all dogs 

licensed in 1976 and later years must 
first have a current certificate of yac- 
cination against rabies. March 1, 1976 
is the deadline for obtaining 1976 dog 
licenses without a penalty. To accom- 
modate dog owners, members of the 
Oregon Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion will sponsor public service rabies 
clinics for both dogs and cats 
throughout the state during the week 
of January 11-17. The Portland 
Veterinary Medical Association will 
'-ild clinics on January 12, 14, and 17. 

Portland Veterinary 
Medical Association 
* 
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Something To Try 
Songbirds sometimes end it all by 

mistakenly dashing into glass picture 
windows or sliding doors. One way to 
reduce such deaths is to cut the 
silhouette of a hawk out of paper and 
tape it to the glass. Ifthe birds see the 
hawk like outline (copy one from a 
field guide), they should stay away 
from the glass. 

Missouri Conservationist 
* 

Fuel For Thought 
The principle upon which all 

wildlife conservation is founded 
reverses the sacred tenet of American 
culture: In nature the individual is 
nothing, the species everything. The 
anti-hunters can't emotionally accept 
this. They translate animals into 
Bambis, Peter Rabbits, and Teddy 
Bears and would preserve them as 
their species withered. This is why 
the principle of the harvestable sur- 
plus is meaningless to them. 

John Reiger, Author of 
American Sportsmen and the 

Origins of Conservation 
* 

Shocking Situation 
Mankind is proud of its 

achievements in using electricity and 
electrical equipment, but we should 
all realize that 500 or so species of fish 
use this form of energy. Some fish 
possess only electrical sensors, while 
others also possess organs capable of 
generating electric currents. The elec- 
tric eel, Electrophorus electricus, 
found in some South American rivers 
can send 500 volts through the water 
to immobilize its prey. That fish use 
electricity should not surprise you 
when you consider that humans also 
produce electric currents (though 
weak when compared to fish) which 
modern medicine uses for tests. The 
heart's current - about 0.001 to 0.002 
volts - can be detected by the sen- 
sitive electrocardiogram and be used 
to warn of impending danger. 

Texas Parks & Wildlife 
* 

"lt's A One Shot Penalty For 
Hitting The Water, Two Shots 
If The Coyote Steals It!" 

If the woolgrowers think they've got 
it bad, they should just talk to some 
of the duffers at the nine-hole Lake 
Estes Golf Course in Estes Park, 
Colorado. An added attraction has 
recently been a regular visitor to the 
mountainous course: a golf ball- 
stealing coyote! 

It seems that one young adven- 
turous coyote has been making off 
with balls at an astonishing rate. 
When players plunk onto one of the 
fairways, the coyote suddenly pops up 
and after the ball. After a quick 
snatch of the ball in its teeth, off it 
darts into the woods again. 

Several suggestions have been 
made about how to handle the sly golf 
course thief and his costly habit, in- 
cluding issuing him a concession per- 
mit and then figuring out some way to 
resell the stolen balls. 

Given the instability of the dollar 
these days, the little critter would 
probably appreciate it if the payment 
were in the form of rabbits! 

National Wildlife Federation 
* 

Waste and Wildlife 
Wildlife management has never 

had any time, money, or manpower to 
waste. And today, with rising 
pressures on the land and its 
resources, waste in wildlife manage- 
ment is even more intolerable. 

But with certain anti-hunting 
"conservationists" getting into the 
act, some of the badly needed time 
and money that should be spent on 
wildlife is being squandered on un- 
necessary environmental impact 
statements and defenses to needless 
court action. 

The subject of wasted effort is dis- 
cussed at length in the publication 
"Anti-Hunting: A Wasteful Issue". 
This mailing-size, 14-page leaflet is 
available from the Conservation 
Department, Winchester Group, Olin 
Corporation, East Alton, Illinois 
62024. 

Single copies are free of charge on 
individual request and free reprint 
privileges are granted. In quantity, 
the leaflets are available at 7 cents 
each. 
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Commission To Meet 
January 16, 1976 Fish and 
Wildlife Commission Meeting 

Place: Western Forestry Center 
Auditorium 

Time: 10 a.m. 
Agenda: Public hearing to consider: 

1. Adoption of opening dates for 
deer, elk, antelope, chukar, 
and pheasant seasons for 1976. 

2. Adoption of a rule providing a 
split season for hunting Rocky 
Mountain elk. 

3. Adoption of a rule providing 
for the issuance of separate 
mule deer and black-tailed 
deer tags. 

4. Adoption of rules covering 
controlled hunt seasons, in- 
cluding eligibility for con- 
trolled hunt permits and 

application, drawing and 
notification procedures for 
such permits. 

5. Adoption of a rule prohibiting 
the commercial take of herr- 
ing for the purpose of ob- 
taining the eggs for roe. 

Prior to convening at the Western 
Forestry Center, the Commission will 
meet at its Portland headquarters at 
1634 SW Alder at 9 a.m. to consider: 

A proposal to lease mineral 
rights through the State 
Lands Division on ap- 
proximately 1,000 acres of the 
Commission's Camas Swale 
property in Lane County. 
Bids on construction work at 
the McKenzie River 
Hatchery. 

January 30, 1976 Columbia 
River Compact Meeting 
Place: Georgia-Pacific Room of 

Coliseum 
Time: 9 a.m. 
Agenda: 

1. Consideration of a report in- 
volving a comprehensive plan 
for allocation of the 
anadromous fish resources of 
the Columbia River. 

2. Public hearing to consider: 
a. Adoption of annual com- 

merciai fishing regulations, 
other than seasons, on the 
Columbia River. 

b. The winter commercial 
fishing seasons on the 
Columbia River. 

The public is invited to attend and The public is invited to attend and 
present testimony. present testimony. D 

License And Tag Fees Change 
Like the price of almost everything 

else, most angling and hunting license 
and tag fees are now higher than they 
were in 1975. This is the result of 
legislation enacted by the 1975 
Legislature authorizing higher resi- 
dent and nonresident fees. 

The increases, which became effec- 
tive on January 1, represent the first 
general increase in fees since 1967 and 
actually reflect the increased cost of 
doing business that has developed in 
that period of time. Inflation has hit 
hard at the Department's ability to 
carry out a productive management 
program. The increased revenue will 
enable the Department to maintain 
most programs at current levels and 
permit some expansion where critical 
needs exist. It is anticipated that an 
additional $4,800,000 in revenue will 
be realized in the biennial period en- 

Oregon / 
Department ol 

tVush and WiIdJ 
1634 SW. ALDER STREET 

p. o. BOX 3503 
PORTLAND, OREGON 9120e 

ding on June 
There is no change in the price of 

the daily angling license. The fee for 
this license remains at $2.50. Nonresi- 
dent license and tag fees were raised 
sharply. For example, a nonresident 
desiring to hunt elk in Oregon must 
now pay a total of $150 in fees. In 1975 
the total fee was $85. 

An effort to obtain an appropria- 
tion from the general fund to defray 
the cost of nongame wildlife manage- 
ment work did not meet with success. 

The accompanying table lists most 
of the 1976 license and tag fees. Not 
all reflect increases. However, disabl- 
ed veterans sending to Portland 
headquarters for their licenses should 
note there has been a fee increase on 
their special angling and hunting 
licenses. 

Resident Licenses 
Annual Angling ........... $ 9.00 
Hunting .................. $ 7.00 
Combination Angling and 

Hunting ................ $15.P' 
Daily Angling $ 2. 
Juvenile Angling .......... $ 2.00 
Juvenile Hunting .......... $ 2.00 
Senior Citizen Angling ...... Free 
Pioneer Angling ........... $ 1.00 
Disabled Veteran Angling . .$ 1.00 
Disabled Veteran Hunting .$ 1.00 

Resident Tags 
Salmon-Steeihead Tag ..... $ 2.00 
Deer Tag ................. $ 4.00 
Elk Tag .................. $15.00 
Bear Tag ................. $ 4.00 
Antelope Tag ............. $ 5.00 
Sheep Tag ................ $10.00 
Cougar Tag ............... $10.00 

Nonresident Licenses and Tags 
Hunting .................. $75.00 
Annual Angling ........... $25.00 
10-Day Angling ........... $10.00 
Daily Angling ............. $ 2.50 
Salmon-Steelhead Tag ..... $ 2.00 
Deer Tag ................. $35.00 
Elk Tag .................. $75.00 
Bear Tag ................. $35.00 


