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RJRAL SETTLEMENT AI RESOURCES IN THE ALSEA VALLEY 

CHAPTER I 

IWI'RODUCTION 

The lsea is typical of a dozen or more river valleys 

that have been incised into the western slope of the Oregon 

Coast Range. Settlement bogan in these valleys about a 

century ago, in the main, as an overflow fr6m more favor- 

able areas such as the Willamette Valley. Since the begin- 

ning, rural settlement in the lsea Valley has been based 

largely on utilization of local natural resources. 

The study of "Rural Settlement and Resources in the 

Alsea Valley",hìs as its objective the bringing together 

and analyzing of all the pertinent information about the 

area and its people as a contribution to knowledge of 

estern Oregon. Studies have been made of each of the 

ilajor activities in the valley to specifically show the 

inter-roltionships of man and environment. 

Ihe area included in the study consists of the river 

valley of the Alsea Hiver and the tributary areas immediate- 

ly accessible to it. Lobster Valley lias not been included 

because it is separated from tne isea Valley by a distinct 

physical division. Furthermore, Lobster Valley is generally 

not regarded as part of the Alsea Valley by the inhabitants 

of the area. The Upper Five Rivers Valley has not been 
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inclideci because cf the absence of any significant settle- 

ment within it. 

Field work for the study was carried out during the 

summer of 1954. Every holding from the town of Alsea to 

the headwaters of the river was visited and the residents 

interviewed to compile a complete census of this part of 

the valley. In the remainder of the area, about thirty 

percent of the population was contacted by a random 

sampling technique. Four types of check lists were used 

in compiling information. general questionnaire was 

used for all interviews. hree specialized questionnaires 

covered forestry, agriculture, and recreation. Case 

studies were made to present typical examples of the 

several major activities. Field mapping was dono in each 

case study and in the town of lsea. Other maps have 

been compiled from numerous existing maps. Authorities 

associated with organizations and agencies concerned with 

the area were interviewed. Published information was 

con3ulteá. in several libraries. 



HA?TER II 

THE ALSEA VALLEY--PJfl(SICAL SETTING 

The i1sea River Valley is long and narrow, extending 

rron the Pacific Ocean nearly to the Willarnetto Valley. 

It is located in two counties; ienton County on the east 

and £.incoln County on the west. The valley is approx- 

imately Lifty miles long, twenty miles in Lenton County 

and thirty miles in incoln County, and from a few hundred 

yards to three iiiles wide, with the rar rcater part being 

less than a mile in width. The valley runs in a generai 

east-west line from its beginnIng in the Oregon Coast 

Range to its termination near the Oregon Coast. 

Topography 

The Alsea Valley is incised into the western slope 

of the Oregon Coast Range. i'he AÏsea River has its source 

in three principal places; (1) on 4,O7 foot high Marys 

Peak, the highest point in the coast rango; (2) in the 

mountains of soath-central benton Gounty; and (3) in the 

mountains of central l3enton County, remarkably near the 

1illamette Valley drainage. The headwaters of the main 

river, in central tenton County, are at an elevation of 

about 1,350 feet, with the valley walls rising sharply 



on either side to elevations of up to 1,750 feet. In less 

than one mile, the valley bottom drops to an elevation of 

750 feet, and in two and oie-ha1f miles, it drops to 500 

feet elevation. Then trie profile flattens notably, grad- 

ually dropping to sea level in the next forty miles. (See 

Figure 2.) 

As the valley nears the Pacific Ocean, the valley 

walls also are lower in elevation, dropping from about 

1,750 feet to about 750 feet near Alsea Bay, which extends 

to the ?acific Ocean. The local relier remains nearly 

constant, however, ranging from 500 to 1,250 feet through- 

out. 

Figure 1. A ;eneral view of the headwater 
area of the Alsea River. 
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The width of the valley is barely iscernib1e at its 

beginning and remains so for nearly five miles. iear the 

junction of the North Fork and Crooked Creek (sometimes 

called Spencer Creek), the valley is approximately one 

quarter of a mile wide, incroasin to about three miles 

at lsea, after which it again narrows to aboìt one-half 

trille. -t i'igger ountain, which is about six or seven 

miles west of Alsea, the valley pinches off to only a few 

hundred yards in width and remains so, with only minor 

exceptions, for almost all of its remaining length. 'ihe 

portion upstream from L'igger ountain, including the 

widest part of' the valley in the vicinity of the town of 

Alsea, is frequently referreu to as the upper valley. The 

portion downstream is thought of as the lower valley. 

£)rainage Pattern 

The entire Alsea hiver drainage basin encompasses 

approximatel' 450 square miles, or 288,000 acres, and 

includes parts of three counties: i3enton, Lincoln, and 

Lane (4, p.2). 

In addition to the main stem of the lsea, there are 

many tributary streams that are part of the urainage basin 

(See Figure 3). Many of the small streams of the valley 

are intermittent in nature, having water only during the 



Figure 2 

Lateral arid longitudinal profl les 

of the Alsea Valley. 
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rainy winter month8. kroceeding westward downstream, one 

first encounters Crooked Creek, which flows into the orth 

Fork of the 1sea about four rii1es above the town of 1sea. 

ioney krove Greek empties into the korth Fork about one and 

one-half miles above Alsea. Immediately south of Alsea, 

the North Fork is joined by the South Fork, which also con- 

tributes the water of its main tributary, 1ummer Greek. 

Just below bigcer 1ountain, Fall Greek runs into the main 

stern from te nary's Peak area to the northeast. r;early 

midway between bigger Mountain and Tidewater, the Alsea 

River is joined by its largest tributary, Five Rivers, 

which drains a considerable area to the south of the 

lsoa Valley, including a portion of Lane County. below 

th mouth of Five Rivers, the only sizeable tributary is 

irift Greek, which drains an area north of the i-tlsea 

Valley and joins the klsea River about four miles from 

.aldport. 

C i imat e 

The climate of the Alsea Valley has sorne of the char- 

acteristics of both the i.ry Summer Subtropical and the 

Marine best Coast climate types. Summer is very dry, but 

annual total precipitation is great. There is an avora;e 

of nearly 100 inches of precipitation per year near 



Figire 3 

Drainage and transportition 

routes of the Alsea VaLley 
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Tidewater. On the leeward side of iger ountain, near 

iissouri bend, it is estimated to be 50 inches. Snow is 

not a common occurrence on the valley floor, but acounu- 

lates to considerable depths in the adjacent mountains. 

Annual precipitation at Tidewater, the onlí weather station 

in the 1sea Valley, ranges from a low of 64.8 inches th 

1044 to a high of 124.3 inches in 1953. (The station has 

only been in operation on a part-time basis since 1940, 

and on a continuous basis since l44.) Precipitation is 

concentrated in the winter months, In the ten years of 

record, an average of 92 inches, or 93 of the annual pre- 

cipitation, fell during the eight-months period from Sept- 

ember through May. Conversely, only 6.9 inches, or 7% of 

the annual precipitation fell during the four-months period 

from May through September, with July and August receiving 

only an average of .98 inches and .85 inches respectively. 

Temperatures in the Aisea Valley are not extreme. The 

winter months are mild and the summer months are pleasantly 

warm. The moan monthly temperatures recorded at Tidewater 

range from a low of 38°F. in January to a high of 63°F. in 

both June and July. The mean monthly low for Tidewater 

ranges from 21°F. in January to 43°F. in July and August. 

The absolute lowest temperature recorded was 8°F. in 

January, 1950. Mean monthly high temperatures rango from 

55° in January to 910 in July, and the hL;hest temperature 
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Figure L. 
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. CLIMATE DATA FOP TTDPÂTF 
Prpeinl ttton 

Yeir Feb. ar. June July Søpt. Oct. Nov. 

1944 .2 9.2 .O 9.9 .O 2.14 .2 .1 .5 L.l 12.6 .6 

l95 7.l 9.0 7,3 .2 1.0 .# 5.2 1.8 2L.3 17.1 

1946 1,7 1Z.3 10.1 U.5 1.7 .l i.Li .0 .6 12.5 l.1 1B.2 

l9L7 11.') 7.2 11.Z 6,4 .1 c5 2.2 1.6 2.0 2".6 12.5 

194S 12.9 11.3 9.9 ()Z 1i 2.? 1.0 .1 6.3 13.2 22. 

1949 .? 27,0 ?.L '.1 j,L 1,2 .5 2.5 5,0 12.7 

1950 ?,A i'; 15.2 c:..6 ?. l.L 7 1.2 2.2 16.3 l8 is.c 

195t 2.1.9 10.5 11.6 2q ¿4.3 .1 .6 ..5 .i 15.0 l2.) 16.8 

1.952 1Ç.1 11.8 1?.'3 :'.9 2.1 2.9 .fl 1 .9 ]Li 

i95 27.3 11.8 12,6 .o 7.8 2.6 L. 2,9 1.9 5.S 19.5 

:eri Ten'['erRture 

19L7 Li.7 50 54 58 59 63 63 61. 55 J48 44 

1948 ii L2 ¿4.5 48 55 63 6 64 62 5i L 

1949 32 L3 48 .53 57 6o 62 6 61 52 51 142 

1950 :33 ¡1.3 +5 i9 5L 59 64 66 6i '.8 50 

1951 14.1 ¿44 42 52 6 61 63 63 59 54 47 40 

552 '9 2 43 51 c5 .57 63 63 62 57 41 42 

¶9.53 -- 47 149 53 52 55 62 64 63 6 51 Li.7 
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recorded at Tidewater wa 105°F. in July, 1942. 

The growing season ic long. There arc an average of 

219 days above 32°F. and 272 days above 28°F. Only occas- 

ionally is there less tian 200 days above freezIng. 

Table 2 

Growing Season at Tidewater 

- 

Year 
L)ay s 

28°F. 
above 

32°F. 

1947 267 
1948 270 217 
1949 248 245 
195G 352 193 
1951 275 193 
1952 235 200 

Freezing temperatures in winter are fairly common at 

night, particularly in the upper valley, but freezing 

daytime temperatures are rare. Temperatures in summer are 

moderated by sea breezes that blow in from the Pacific 

Ocean and cool nights lower the average monthly temperature. 

fternoon fogs blowing in from the ocean aro a common occur- 

once, particularly in the lower portions of the valley. 
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CIAPThR III 

THE RURAL SETTLEMENT 

Rural settlement in the lsea Valley today, as it was 

a ceritrr ago, is an overflow from the more favored billa- 
mette Valley. y the rnidle of the 19th Century, the good 

lands of the il1arnette Valley had been taken up under the 

uonation Land Law of 1850, with the result that latecoms 
began to make their way into the more favorable valleys 

of the adjacent Coast Rango in search of land on which to 

make a living. Following Vorld ar II, the great influx 

of settlers to the est Coast resulted in u second stage 

of settlement in the Alsea Valley accounting for many of 

the present residents. 

Early Settlement 

The first settlers moved into the Alsea Valley in the 

early 1850' s when several claims were tuke 

slons of the onation Land Law. iìi first 
developed an agricultural economy, raising 
vegetables for the most part. lt as said 

the best flax being grown in ienton 'ounty 

Alsea area. In general, farming practiced 

1800's included fruit growing, and cattle, 

1 under Provi- 

settlers 
grain and 

in 1885, that 

came from the 

in the late 
sheep, and hog 
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raisiri, as well as vegetables and grains. From tne time 

of the first settlers in the va1lej, dairying was also 

important and the hisea area was early Imown as a quality 

producer of butter. ¡nother leading enterprise of the 

late 1800's was hog raising (6, pp.498b04). 

Since the valley had a plentiful supply of timber in 

the days of tue first settlers, sawmills were quick to be 

established In the area, small though they were. In the 

last years of the 19th Century, three mills were operating 

in the upper valley, the lumber being transported eastward 

over the divide to the i1larnette Valley. 

3y 1885, the area around ïsea had become fairly well 

settled, and there were three schools and a poet office in 

the upper valley, wh±ch was inhabited by about 350 persons 

at that time (6, p.499). 

The 1over valley was not settled as rapidly as the 

upper va].ley and when settlement did come, it carrie from 

the direction of aldport, since the lack of transportation 

routes between various sections of the valley make each 

one remoto from tne others. The settlement of Tidevatcr 

was fairly well establIshed by the turn of the centr and 

higher hopes wore held for the settlement than it ever 

attained (6, pp. 503-4). 
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Transportation asa Factor of Settlement 

iiarly transportation routes to the 1sea Valley were 

extremely limited, ana were very al1icuit to travel. 

i'ot only was settlement slowea, but marketing of products 

of forest anu farm was innibited. 

There were originally two rotes between the Aisea 

and Willamette Valleys, one following up the North kork 

of the hisea, roughly the same as today's main highway. 

The other, which was established later, f ollowed the South 

Fork and crossod the mountains in the vicinity of Monroe, 

to the Willamette Valley. 3ome trade was carried on by 

means of the main stem of the hisea River. Produce was 

ckuimed by scows to the settlements on the lower rIver 

and bay, during times of high water on the river. This 

scheme proved unsatisfactory, however, due to the fact 

that the scows could not be brought back up the river 

because of the current and had to be disposed of at their 

destination. 

Also, there as a trail, and later a road, from 'l'ide- 

water to the coast, and still later, this route was 

extended over .asofl ountain (now i.igger Mountain) to 

Alsea and the upper valley (6, p. 503). 

Ihe present transportation pattern of the Alsea 

Va].le follows the stream valley almost in entirety. 
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The on1 transportation facilities in the valley are the 

highways, and these, with the exception of sorne little- 

used roads and logging roads, follow close to the streams. 

The main highway in the area is State ilighway 34, 

which is the only one running the length of the valley. 

This two-lane asphalt artery connects aldport on the 

coast end of the valley with U. S. iiighway 20 in the 

'iillarnette Valley. dighway 20, in turn, reaches Corvallis, 

only seven miles from its junction with Highway 34. From 

Corvallis, any one of several excellent highways may be 

traveled. On the coast end, Liighway 34 joins U. S. iiighway 

101, which runs north-south along the Oregon coast. 

A two-lane asphalt highway runs south from 1sea, and 

changes to gravel about four miles south of the town. One 

fork of this highway becomes South Fork Road, which follows 

the South Fork of the Alsea, eventually ending in the 

.i11anette Valley, an the other becomes Lobster Valley 

Road which connects iUsea with Five Rivers by way of Lobster 

Valley, the river valley of Lobster Creek, which is in turn 

a tributary of Five Rivers. There is also a fairly lonp 

gravel road that follows Fall Creek and another that follows 

Five Rivers. The Fivo Rjver Road divides near the Lane 

County line with one fork runnin to Yachats on the coast, 
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about eight milos south of Waldport, and the other joins 

with the Florence-Eugene highway to the south. 3oth of 

the latter roads, however, traverse extremely rough terri- 

tory and are used only occasionally. Many other short 

public roads are present in the lsea Valley, many of which 

are maintained by the U. S.Forest Service. The fact that 

nearly all streams are accessible by road has Ucen a prin- 

cipal reason why this area is so popular with sport fisher- 

men. 

In addition to the many miles of public roads in the 

area, there are many logging roads that are usable only 

for part of the year and by only a limited number of people. 

k'resent Settlement Pattern 

The settlement pattern of the Alsea Valley is much 

the same today as it was in years past being closely related 

to transportation facilities and to the resource base for 

agriculture, forest and recreation. 

The population of the Isea Valley is approximately 

1,300, excluding the Upper Five Rivers Valley and Lobster 

Valley (15, Sec 37 pp. 14-16). This amount is almost 

equally divded between the counties sharing the valley. 

The i$enton County section, the upper valley, has aproxi- 

mately 675 inhabitants and the Lincoln County part, the 
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1over va1le, has 625. The Alsea Valley section of benton 

County contains about 2.1k of the county's population, and 

the Lincoln County part of the Alsea Valley contains about 

of the population of Lincoln County. 

There are two nodes of population in the valley. The 

upper valley, including Alsea and the level area immed- 

iately adjacent to Alsea, has the greatest number of people 

with approximately 350. The town of Alsea, which is the 

economic and social center of the upper valley, has a pop- 

ulation of about 200 people (See Figure 6). Alsea is 

located about twenty-five miles from Corvallis, the nearest 

population center in the vdllarnette Valley, and about forty 

miles from Waldport, a considerably smaller settlement on 

the Oreon coast. The location of hisea in relation to 

other population centers of Oregon is given in the follow- 

ing. table. (Numbers are approximate highway distances.) 

Table 

ileage Chart for t1sea 

City 'iilos from isea 

Salem . ........... . 60 
x1 ugene. . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Aibany. . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 
Philomath . . . . . . . . . . . l 

Newport (Lincoln County Seat) . 57 
Portland. . . . . . . . . . . .110 
Coos Lay. . . . . . . . . . . .130 
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7 

Figure 6. Trie main street of tlsea, 

looking eastward. 

another node of population is in the lower valley in 

the Tidewater area, and has about 150 people. The people 

here are more rural even than those ol' Alsea, as witnessed 

by the fact that there is nothing more than a post office 

to denote a town. At the west end of the valley and on 

the coast, is the city of a1dport. This town of 690 

people serves most of the lower ílsea Valley in much the 

same manner that Alsea serves the upper valley. The 

remainder of trie population of tlie itlsea Valley is scattered 

throughout, wherever the valley is wide enough to warrant 

settlement. 



20 

The Typical Family 

The inhabitants of tho .lsea al1ey represent iany 

types of individuals. No two families in tho valley are 

the same in all respocts, yet there are enough similar- 

ities that it is possible to speak of the avera;;e family 

and the average holding. The avcrae family in the Alsea 

Valley owns the holding upon which they live. There are 

very few people in the area who rent their entire holding, 

although some rent or lease land in addition to their own, 

usually for timber or supplementary agriculture. 

The average family came to the holding on which they 

reside between l45 and the present date. any people of 

the valley came to the area immediately following orld 

war II; some inhabitants moved into the valley before 

or1d 1ar II; and a small minority were born in the area. 

Of the people interviewed, 36 lived in the valley prior 

to the war and 64 settled there after the war. Those 

people that moved into the valley came from many different 

regions. A goodly nimber came from the states of the 

Midwest, some came from California and ashington, and 

many came from some other section of Oregon. there is 

also considerable moving within the valley whereby people 

move from one holding in the valley to another in a 

different part of the valley. In only a few cases have 
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people moved Into the valley from the adjacent coastal 

ar o as. 

ìÌost of the holdings in the Aisea Valley would be 

classified as average in neatness, cleanliness, ana degree 

of disrepair. There are sorne fine-appearing holdings, but 

there is more than an equal number 01' dilapidated, rundown 

places. Many old buildings have been abandoned and left 

standing, which detracts from the appearance of the valley. 

The number of people on the average holding is approx- 

imately four. Some holdings have over double this number, 

however, while others have only a single resident. The 

typical family is a married couple with two children. It 

is common in the valley, however, to find grandparents, 

in-laws, and other relatives livin; with a couple and their 

children. It is also common to find neihborìng holdings 

being inhabited by members of the same family. Some 

families have segments scattered throughout the entire 

valley and a certain degree of pride seems to be taken in 

such cases. 

There is a new elementary choo]. in the town of 

lsea, but high school students muet either travel to 

Philomath or to Waldport, whichever is closer. The ele- 

mentary school is a consolidated school, and serves Lobster 

Valley as well as the rest of the upper valley. There are 
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several churches in the valley, two boin situated in 

hisea, with another presently under construction about four 

miles west of town. 

Trade Centers 

The people of the upper Alsea Valley do their shopping 

in several places. uy far the p;reater portion does nearly 

all of its buying in Corvallis, relying on local establish- 

monts for sundry or emergency items only. They shop in 

Corvallis because of low prices in chain stores located 

there and because of the preater variety offered in the 

larger city. s an example of how much the people of the 

Alsea Valley depend on Corvallis for their buyinf, one 

housewife on the North Fork buys bread by the boXfui on 

the weekly shopping trip to town, and keeps it palatable 

for the entire week by storing it in the deep freeze. Not 

only is food purchased in Corvallis (and occasionally in 

Philomath), but also appliances, clothing, furniture and 

home supplies, The people rely on Corvallis for their 

banking, medical, and legal services as well. 

The irthabitants of the lower valley rely on aldport 

in much the same way as those in the upper valley rely on 

Corvallis. aldport, however, is not as large as Corvallis, 

nor is it the county seat, so that many people from the 
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lower va11ej also trade in Newport, the county seat of 

Lincoln County, and In Corvallis. 

There are some people in the Alsea Valley who do as 

much of their buying, as possible from local merchants in 

1sea. These people are usually those living in or close 

to Alsea or those without the means of traveling to 

Corvallis to shop. ihere are also sonie in the area who 

prefer to go to Portland to do any buying other than perish- 

able fooës. often these people buy in case lots, making 

frequent trips unnecessary. 

A major objection of the people in the valley is the 

increased price of commodities offered for sale by local 

merchants. The local store owners eltiior travel to 

Portland to buy their supplies or pay the freight if they 

are brought in by truck lines. In any case, the increased 

price is passed on to the retail buyer. This situation, 

brou;ht on mainly by isolation of the valley, seems to be 

unavoidable. 
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CHAPTER IV 

TLIE FOREST BASE OF SETTLErÌENT 

Exploitation of the forest resource has always been 

of outstanding importance as a basis for settlement in the 

Alsea Valley. Of the residents interviewed, 58 are at 

least partly supported by forest activity. 

In the lato 1380's, a mill at the junction of Rock 

Creek and the lsea Hiver was cutting lumber from cedar, 

fir, alder, and maple. A second mill on the South Fork 

was cutting lumber from fir, cedar, and hemlock (6, p.5OO 

Today, oug1as fir accounts for over 90 of the cut for 

lumber. Logging operations have been greatly expanded, 

especially since the development and utilization of the 

modern loc truck. 

Forest Resources and .t.rain 

Of the 288,000 acres of land included in the thainage 

basin of the alsea River, over 260,000 acres are classed 

as forest land (3, p.1). This amount includes parts of 

3onton, Lincoln, and Lane counties. These figure mean 

that nearly 904 of the Alsea ßasin is ¿rowing trees. 

any tree species are found within the basin, although 

Douglas fir is the most common and most widely utilized. 
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Other conifers include 'iestern hemlock, western red cedar, 

Sitka spruce, noble fir and white fir. Small stands of 

hardwoods, such as alder, maple, and oak occupy valleys 

and border streams in soue areas of the basin. 

The present forests of the area are largely ioulas 

fir and are in the 90 to loo year ae class. The culas 

fir forests make up 30 to 9 of the total in the area 

(4, p.1). Fires in the decades 1840-1850 and 1860-1870 

destroyed 1are stands of old growth timber so that the 

present forests are made up of small and large second 

growth timber with small sections of old growth in the 

south and eastern ed:es of the hisca Basin. These fires 

are said to have burned over a million acres In the 

vicinity of the lsea i3asIn (4, p.1). ht present, much 

of the remaining o1 growth is being cut in these areas. 

The hlsea Dasin is a productive tree growing area. 

The upper basin in Benton and Lane counties is largely 

site III, while most of the lower basin in Lincoln County 

is sito II. In the Lenten County portion of the basin, 

second gr3wth fir stands, 70-160 jears old, have been 

estimated to average abcut 25,000 board feet per acre. 

The same type stands in the lower basin have been estimated 

to average about 30,000-35,000 board feet per acre. Large 

old growth averages about 100,000 board feet per acre and 
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small old growth averaEes about 45,000 boar feet per acre. 

(3, p.1) Total saw-timber stand in the basin has been 

estimated to be about 6 billion board feet. 

The annual average wood growth on the average acre of 

forest land in the basin has been estimated to be between 

500 and 550 board feet for wel1-toced stands (4, p.1). 

Using the forest area of 260,000 acres, including cutovers, 

burns, and roburns, and multp1ying b the estimated growth 

figure of 500-550 board feet por acre, the total annual 

averago growth for the Alsoa Basin is 120-130 million board 

feet (4, p.2). however, realization of this growth requires 

employment of good management practices, including adequate 

fire protection, control of disease and insects, and per- 

nutting growth to optimum age. The Siuslaw National 

Forest istrict Ranger places annual growth at a lower 

figure. He believes growth is more nearly 80-100 million 

board feet per ìear. 

.uring the ten-year period of 1943-1953 inclusivo, 

between 450 and 500 million board feet of timber were cut 

in the basin (4, p.3). In 1944, 35 million hoard feet 

were harvested and, in 1953, the amount had increased to 

112 million board feet, which was an all-time high. Thus, 

in contrast to the saw-timber stock of G billion board 

feet and an estimated growth annually of from 120-130 
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million board foet, the annual cut in the basin has not 

been over 112 million board feet. Lience, it can be 

assumed that if the estimated growth is correct and ade- 

quate forest management is practiced, presently established 

logging and milling operations can be sustained. 

Of the total number of logging operations, over 

are engaged in harvesting second growth timber (4, p.3). 

This is due to (i) the lack of old growth stands, and (2) 

the readily accessible second growth stands in some portions 

of the basin. 

Ownership of the land in the Alsea Basin is divided 

as follows: (1) private lands - 118,000 acres; (2) fedei'al 

lands - 170,000 acres (4, p.2). The federal land is 

accounted for, for the most part, by Siuslaw national 

Forest and O and C lands which occupy a considerable por- 

tion of the Alsea Valley. A problem in connection with 

ownership is the presence of numerous small private 

holdings within the bordors of the Siuslaw National Forest. 

It is customary to regard such holdings as being the same 

as the surrounding federal lands in matters of general 

policy. 





2 

Logging 

There are three types of forest enterprises in the 

Alsea Valley which support settlement. One of these is 

logging, another is sawrnilling, and the third is lo truck 

or lumber truck driving. 

The phase of forestry that employs the most nen in 

the Alsea Valley is logging, at least daring the late 

spring, surmn.er, and early autumn months. L'urin the 

winter months, these operations cease, for winter rains 

and snow make the timbered areas virtually inaccessible. 

It is daring this time that the fallers, buckers, choher- 

setters, cat-skinners, and scalers are out of work, and 

it is at this tizne also that unemployment in the area 

reaches its peak. So far in 1954, there have been about 

160 logging operations active in the Alsea i3asin, indu- 

ding those on National Forest lands. In the year of 1953, 

232 operations were activo. Many of the operations are 

only on or two man shows, while on the other hand, several 

operations iay belong to one large company. Not onl' is 

there r:reat difference in sizes, but there is also great 

difference in output. Sorne one-man operations may be 

content to put out only a few loads of logs per year, 

while the 1are companies may run every day in the working 

year. The following table will give an indication of the 
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distribution of the operations according to size. 

Table 4 

Ownership of Logging Operations 

Number of operations 
per owner 

One Two Three Four FIve Six 

Numb er 
of owners 66 20 6 2 3 1 

It is interesting to note that the company with six 

operations is a local company, as is one of the three 

companies with five operations. Almost all of the owners 

with one operation are local men, as is the case with 

owners of two cutting operations. Of the companies and 

owners that are not local, most have headquarters in towns 

adjacent to the Alsea Valley, principally Corvallis, 

Philomath, and aldport. Companies from as far away as 

Swisshome, i';apleton, and McIInnville, are operating in 

the Alsea Valley. 

The greater portion of the 160-odd operations in the 

valley are on rented or leased land, or on land on which 

only the timber has been purchased. This is most typical 

of the one or two man operation, while it is more common 

for the larger owners to own their own land. Llost 

companies have operations on their own land as well as in 

timber purchased on land belonging to someone else. 
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Figure 8 

Logging operations in the Alsea VaUey. 
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Figure 9. dense stand of conifers 
in the Alsea Valley showing the block 
cutting method used in the area. 

The usual plan for a small operator in the Alsea 

Valley is to buy some "stumpage", or standing timber, on 

someoneelse's land and then go in with a power saw, 

which has almost completely replaced hand methods, and 

fall the trees. The trees are sawed to length, trimmed 

of branches, and dragged by crawler type tractors to a 

"landing", or collection point. At this poinb they are 

loaded onto log trucks, which are usually rented or 

operated on a contract basis. The equipment, consisting 

of a power saw, a tractor, and usually a jeep or pickup 



truck 1 u$ually ovrncd bï the operator. Occasionally, 

the tractor will be rented from someone else. 

SawmillinR 

Sawmillin has been carried on in the valloy since 

the early days, increasing only slightly in recent years. 

Jowover, the species of treos milled today differ somewhat 

from those of years past. In the lato 1880's, a mill at 

the junction of Hock Greek and bhe Aisea hiver was cutting 

luriber from fir, cedar, alder and maple. A mill on the 

South Fork was cutting lumber from fir, cedar, and hemlock. 

Now, fir is nearly the only species being cut for lumber 

(6, p. 499). 

In the Alsea valley propor, there are four lumber 

mills, but in the entire Alsea £irainage iasin, there are 

approximately thirty. In l52, the mills of the entire 

basin processed about 70-75 million board feet of lumber, 

which amounted to about 6O-65 of the total cut in the 

basin (4, p.3). 

Some of the mills in the area are only two and three 

man operations, while several are considerably larger. 

Only a few are permanent in nature, most beinL designed 

to last only long enough to take advantage of high lumber 

prices and fairly accessible timber. The operating pro- 

cedure of an Alsea Valley lumber mill is given in the 
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study of the Digger Mountain mill. 

Trucking 

The third type of forest enterprise, that of log 

and/or lumber hauling, is also very important to Alsea 

Valley settlement. This type of enterprise differs from 

the others connected with forestry in providing 
a chance 

at private bsiness enterprise for the average inhabitant 

of the valley. It is this chance to "go into business" 

that attracts many of the truck drivers to that 
occupation. 

ot all of the trucks in the valley are individual 
busi- 

floss ventures, however. ihose that are not are usually 

owned by one of the lumber companies or by a company 

having a whole fleet of log trucks. The drivers of these 

trucks are hIred either by the hour, or by the 
amount 

they haul. Ihe hired driver is the most common type in 

the valley. They are the people living on rented holdings, 

:ost of which aro in various stages of disiepa1r, and who 

form the migrant part of the labor force of the villey. 

iot all hired drivers are of this type though, 
for some 

settle permanently in the valley and may eventually 

become owner-drivers. 
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Figure 10. A log truck on its 
way over the lsea Fiountain. 

ine other type of truck driver in the Alsea Valley, 

the owner-driver, has been increasing in numbers in 

recent years. Theso individuals purchase their own truck 

ana thon hire their truck and themselves out at an hourly 

or daily rate, or work for sorno logging contractor on a 

contract basis. They aro responsible for picking the loss 

up in the woods and depositing them at the mill or log 

dump. Trucks aro purchased on tirie and paid for out of 

earnings. The owner-driver is generally a landowner in 

the valley, but his holding is usually quite small. Often 

they will carry on some agricultural enterprise in addition 
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to their trucking. 

There aro two types of.log trucks in thr valley; the 

pick-a-back type and the flatbed type. Most are of the 

former type, which is a truck cab that tows an eight- 

wheeled trailer. une ord of the logs rest on the trailer 

and the other rests OIL the truck itself. On the return 

haul, the trailer z'ides pick-a-back on the truck and is 

lifted off by a hoist at the end of the run. The flatbed 

type of truck is a custom, heavy-duty flatbed from which 

the bed is usually removed and two "bunks" are installed 

to hold the logc. This type of truck, called a "short 

ioortt, is considerably cheaper than the other type of 

truck. eitig shorter, it must also haul shorter logs. 

sal],er group of truck drivers in the vlle drive 

flatbed tr.icks that haul rough luber from the v4lley to 

planers in the illamette Valley. These th'ivors, for the 

most part, are hired to drive the trucks. 

The destiflation3 of the truck drivers in the Alsea 

Valley who don't haul to local mills or lo dumps are 

mostly In the Viillamette Viley, with only a few going 

in the direction of Ialdport. iost of those traveling 

east go either to Phlornath or to Corvallis or to some 

mill in the neighborhood of one or the other. 'Iany 

trucks travel to log dumps located on the Vi1iamette 

or its tributaries, from where the logs are transported 



by ;ater to rnll in the Willamettc Valley. 

Figuie li. typ±cci. lo dump in the 

Alsea Valley. This dump is located 
on the river below Tidewater. 

The .L.'ìger Mountain Mill -- A Type Study 

The i)igíer i1ounta1n '.ill is typical of mills in the 

area. It is located about fifteen miles west of Alsea, 

fifteen niles east of Tidewater, and about twenty-six 

mIles from Valdport. Althogh called the ier Mountain 

Mill, it 1 located several miles west of i4ger Mountain. 

The mill is in a narrow section of the valley and the 

milisite proper is bounded by the iisea River on the north 

and on the south by the steep valley wall. }iighway 34 

runs parallel to the river only a few hundred feet from 



O 

er0 

----- 

( 
Log Pond 

onveyor- 

Waste 
bu r n e r 

Cdum\ 

Pond saw -J 

s a 

Stacked 
lumber Green- 

chain 

- entUl Pa r kin 

_) L - 
----'- U 
A / 

HIQ n w a 

A I 5 e O - - 

I 
i 

( 
THE 

/ DIGGER MTN. 

(_ 
SAWMILL 

I ) 
=:Hi___ 

- 
R _ 

-? 

'-e 

To WOT- - p o r f 
I Figure 12 RMN II 



u 

the nul and the Lilgger Mountain Luriber Coriparìr has con- 

tructod a wooden bridge across the Alsea to provide 

highv:a access to the mill. 

1he owners of the mill, which was built in 1946, reside 

in Corvallis, and It is fron there that the buSIness is 

administered. There are,however, a woods and a 

mill superintend.ent at th rilisite. 

.he mill cuts about 50,000 board feet of rough lumber 

in an e1kit hour shift. At the present tine, there aro 

two shirts por operating day, so that daily production is 

over 100,000 board feet. ifl the suxíirler, the mill opatos 
two shifts and sotetimes three, o take advantage of the 

good vyeathei and tne long daiignt periods. iìuring this 

time also, trucks are hauling iogs from the woods at a 

rapid rato, so as to buIld up a !?co1d_deck, or rerve. 

About the first of ovember, the mill is operating only 

one shift anJ the t.'ucks must stop their hauling becaso 

winter raine turn the logging roads into xnud slides and 

quagmires, UpOn whicki. the trucks arid men cannot operate. 

the trucks stop hauling, the mill es tue iogs on 

tìe cold-deck exciisively. Th1 supply is uppoced to 

last through the winter, but if for some reason it doesn't, 

the iil1 is either forced to close or to buy logs froi:i 

neighboring iil1 if there are any to be nad. In the 



spring, the trucks begin hauling again and the process is 

repeated. 

he logs for the i)iger Mountain idill come from soy- 

eral places in the Alsea basin. At the present time, 

cutting is underway on the villey slope almost directly 

behind the mill and also on National Forest land in the 

vicinity of Yachats iountain, south of the Alsea and about 

five miles inland from the coast. These two places can 

supply the needs of the mill for the present time, but to 

assure a future supply the company has options on some 

timber in the North Fork area, some in the Yachats Mountain 

area, and some in Lobster Valley. The company owns the 

timber near the mill that is being cut at present, and this 

area contains a sizeable reserve. The milisite, however, 

is not owned by the company, but is leased. 

The mill employs a total of seventeen men per eight 

hour shift, so that during the summer months 34 men are 

employed and 17 in the winter. The men who work in the 

mill are mainly local men or transient laborers. Occasion- 

ally, some men will be employed from as far away as 

Corvallis. Of the men employed in the woods, however, 

many conio from Corvallis and Philomath, with the rest 

coming from the valley itself. The transient laborers 

employed by the mill usually board with some family near 

the mill or several pool their resources and live together 
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in a rented house on the milisito. There is no shortage 

of labor during the winter months, at which time employ- 

ment is scarce in the area. Occasionally, though, there 

will be temporary shortages of labor in the summer, but 

such shortages usually last no longer than a few das. 

L 

I 
:t - - 

Figure 1. The greenchain of the 
£)igger Mountain mill with the mill 
proper in the background. 

The iigger iountain mill produces rough lumber, and 

it is in this respect that it differs from some of the 

others in the area. Thore are about nine mills in the 

basin that produce rough lumber, the rest having planers 

in conjunction with their sawmill. is the lumber at 

Digger ountain is sawed, it comes off the "groenchain" 
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and. is stacked on elevated platforms in truckload lots. 

There are presently four trucks hauling the rough lumber 

from the i$ger Mountain mill to a planer about five miles 

north of Corvallis, a total distance of about 45 milos 

from mill to planer. 

- 

Figure 14. Stacked lumber at the £-igí,er 
Mountain mill. Each stack represents a 
truck load to be transported to Corvallis. 

The planer, which is situated on a rail line, is also 

owned by the bigger Mountain Lumber Company. ne reason 

for cutting the lumber in the Alsea Valley and then hauling 

it over 45 miles oí highway to a planer, after which it is 

shipped, is mainly economic. The cost of a truck to haul 
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rough lumber is considerably less than that of a 10 

truck. Furthermore, there is less transporting of waste 

stich as bark, slabs, etc. ¶n hauling rough lumber. The 

reaori for not planing the lumber in the valley is that 

it would have to be transported out by truck in any case, 

and loads of rough lumber do not shift about while en 

route as much as planed lumber, so that larger loads can 

be hauled with greater safety. The labor force from 

which to draw workers for a planer is also Lreater in 

Corvallis than it is in the Alsea Valley. 

1h trucks used to haul the logs from the woods to 

the mill are owned by the company. ûnly in times of peak 

demand are outside trucks and drivers used. -Ln this 

respect, the igger Mountain Lumber Company differs from 

some of the other companies which hire all of their trucks 

and drivers. The trucks haul the fir logs over the 

steeply inclined iog1ng roads bo the millpond, wnere they 

are dumped into the pond and sawed into smaller lengths 

while floating in the water. They are t.Len carried from 

the pond into the mill on a continuous conveyor chain, 

and are sawed into rougti lumber. waste iiiaterial is 

carried off by a small conveyor to a waste brner outside 

of the mill. Only a small amount of waste is utilized, 

with some slab material being used for fuel. 
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Figure 15. rho waste burner and 
millpond of the ier Mountain 
mill. tt the left, a log can be 

seen on its way into the mill. 
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CHAPTER V 

AGRICULTURAL RISO'uJWES AS TH bASiS FOR SETTLE1NT 

The aricuitira1 resources of the Aisea Valley are 

second only to the forest as the basis for settlement. 

of the residents interviewed, 32 derive their entire 

livelihood from agricultural enterprises. additional 

25% derive a portion of their income from agriculture. 

A typical part-time farmer in the valley works in the 

woods to earn a major share of the family income, while 

the wife looks after the farm holding most of the year. 

The Alsea Valley has developed both in diversity and 

in extent since the ber-)innings of settlement, although 

the basic pattern remains much the same. One enterprise 

once active in the valley was flour milling. hear the 

end of the 19th Century, two mills were operating; one 

at the mouth of 1iill Creek ant. the other at the junction 

of Rock Creek and the Alsea River (6, p.501). These 

operations have been suspended for many years. Lrops 

have been expanded from tiíio to time to include corn, 

rye, potatoes, strawberries, fruits, grapes, nuts, and 

poultry. Advancements in aricultural technology have 

had their impact on the development of the Alsea Valley 

just as in other parts of the state. Marketin; has been 
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greatly facilitated by better transportation methods and 

improved routes. 

The Land Resource 

Land suited to agriculture is relatively limited by 
the narrow character of the Alsea Valley. At present, 

there are 6,300 acres of cropland, nearly all of wïiich is 

in use, at least for pasture. In addition, an estimated 

13,700 acres of land has been considered to be potential 

agricultural land (1, p.1). To bring in additional land 

will require costly clearing and, in some cases, drainage. 

Much of the potential land would be limited in use by 

rough terrain ano. by location away from the accessible 

valley. 

Table 5 

CROPLANI) AREAS OF THE ALSEA VALLEY 

Upper Valley 
Main Alsea. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l,47 acres 
13 unimer (,reek. . . . . . . . . . . . e . . . Ó26 ' 

South Fk.(excluding Bummer Cr.).... 668 ' 

Honey irove Creek.................. 92 " 

North Fk.(oxcluding doney rove Cr.) 967 
M11 (t &;z t? 
II.LJ.L .Jreec............. S 'JQ 

Total 4,253 acres 

Lower Valley 
Five Rivers (near mouth only)..1... 100 acres 
Lì (1 Ö11-\ t? a .._ .ree±......................... 
i1ain Alsea. . . . . e e . e e e . . s s s s s 1,441 ' 

Canal Gree.............,.......... 307 
Total 2,058 acres 

-Lobster Valley has 746 acres of cropland and 
Jpper Five Hivers has 477 acres. These areas 
are outside of the study. 
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The cropland of the tdsea Valley s predominantly 

located in the main valley, although several tributaries 

have sizeable areas. Two thirds of t cropland is located 

in the upper valley in fou.r sizeable areas of level land. 

Une third z in the lower valley, but is in discont±nuous 

s:r.all pockets (See Table 3). 

Of the total potential and actual acreage of 20,000 

acres, 6,400 acres could possibly be Irri3ated. Of this 

amount, 5,190 acres are in the upper basin and 1,200 acres 

are in the lower basin. (Over 600 acres of th±s amount 

is in Lobster Valley and Upper FIve Rivers Valley, however, 

and is not included in the study area.) (9, p.32) Of the 

total of 6,400 acres, 1,800 acres are presently being 

irrigated, of which 1,450 acres is in the lsea Valley and 

adjacent areas. Gf this total, it has been estimated that 

two thirds would be irrigated every two weeks for a period 

of five to six months and the remaining one third would be 

irrigated one to four times a season ), p.2). 

Soils 

The Alsea Valley is fortunate that the bottom lands 

are of Glass I soils. hahalis silty clay barns, inter- 

apex' sed with areas of Chehalis fine sandy loam, occupy the 

valley from almost the headwaters of Spencer Creek to 
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below Missouri bend. Eizeable amounts of iass i land 

aro round along Bummer Greek anti tk South Fork of the 

Alsea. The maximum widths of tk Class i soil area are 

about one-half mile, and are in the North Fork area 

above lsea, in the South kork area immediately south 

of AlBea, and in the Maltby Creek region to the west of 

Alsea. 'Jiass I soils are particularly adapted to such 

crops as potatoes, corn, alfalfa, clover, truck, small 

fruits, an nuts. These soils are particularly well 

adapted to the use of supplemental irrigation, and irri- 

gation is widespread on Class I soils in the lsea Valley. 

In addition to the Chehalis soils, tho bottom lands save 

small areas of il1amette soils. These are located in 

the interfiuve between Bummer Greek and the South Fork, 

near the confluence of iill Creek and the ilsea, and in 

the Ialtby Creek area. These soils have also been 

placed in tue Class I group. 

Residual hill soils aro found on tI valley slopes 

and in several upstream areas. This group of soils forms 

a band separating the alluvial soils from the unclassified 

mountain soils. The most ornrnofl hill soil typos are Mol- 

boume silty clay loam, Melbourne clay loamy and Olympic 

silty clay loam. Melbourne sIlty clay loam and clay loam 

soils are brown or reddish-brown in color. The recommended 
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crops for these soils are grain, vetch, and grass seed, 

and sometimos, deep-rooted horticultural crops. The 

Olympic silty clay barns are well drained soils and do 

not erode as easily as co the LLo1bourne soils. i'hese 

soils are best adapted to general farming, nuts, grazing, 

and small fruits. 

W at er 

hater plays a key role in the agriculture enterprises 

of the region. The Alsea River at Tidewater had a mean 

annual flow of 1,501 cubic feet per second during tI 

recording period l3-l954. The average maximum flow 

daring this time was 16,490 cubic feet per second and the 

average minimum flow was 75 cubic feet per second. The 

total annual runoff in acre feet ranged from a high of 

l,33'7,530 in 150-51, to a low of 6Z7,900 in 1940-41 

(9, p.6). 

The minimum flows for the main tributaries of the 

Alsea River have boon estimated to be as follows: (1) 

Bummer Greek - 2.6 C.F.S.; (2) Fall Greek - 6.2 L.F.S.; 

(3) Five Rivers - 10.4 C.F.S.; (4) i-ionei rove Ureek - 

1,3 C,F.S.; (5) Ilill Creek - 1,3 O.F.S.; (6) North Fork - 

11 C.F.b.; ana (7) South Fork - 9.6 C.F.S.. (0, pp. 9-10) 

The moan monthly flow of t1 Ais ea is th lowest 
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during the months of July, August,a.nd September, wh&i the 

discharge at Tidewater is 195 C.F.S., 124 C.F.S., and 136 

C.F.S. for the respective months. The mean monthly flow 

is greatest during the months of iecember, January, and 

February, when the stream flow is 3,104 C.F.S., 3,595 C. 

P.S., and 3,688 C.F.S. respectively. The highest single 

mean monthly flow was 7,941 C.F.S. in January of 1953, 

and the lowest single mean monthly flow was 57 C.F.S. 

in October, 1952 (9, p.8). 

The dry surnnr has led to increasing use of sprink- 

1er irrigation. Fortunately, the agricultural lands in 

the valley are near to a supply of water. iut the vater 

is not present when needed, as can be seen fromthe flow 

figures. Lnfortunately, the streams are chiefly rain fed 

and the period oí peak flow comes in t winter when the 

demand is low. The shortage is especially critical in 

the Bummer Creek area. Additional irrigation will require 

storage of surface water, or pumping of ground water. 

Agricultural interprises 

Farming in the valley is of two types: (i) the full- 

time farm from which the owner derives his total income, 

and (2) the part-time farm holding with the owner deriving 

part of his income in sorne other manner, usually in 
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connection with the forest. in many of the part-time 

cases, the "farrnin" carried on is nothing more than sub- 

sistence agricuiture,vith maybe the wife in the family 

selling an occasional dozen eggs or crate of strawberries. 

It is the womenfolk who often do more towards operating 

the farm, however small it may be, than the menfolk. 

There are 80 farms in the enton Coanty part of the valley 

and 47 in the Lincoln County part, for a total of 127 (1, 

p.1). Such fIgures are misleading, however, for probably 

only about 30 or 40 of these could really be classed as 

commercial farms. 

The two classes of farm holdings also aiffor greatly 

in management, for on the larger places, the uianagement 

practices include fertilization, irrigation, and improve- 

r-ient of pastures, but these have almost no place on the 

small acreages at present. Another marked contraet in 

the two groups of farms is in the location, for the large 

farms are almost always in the level, more fertile and 

desirable bottom lands, and the small farmer is more apt 

to be located on the valley slope or in the narrow sections 

of the valley. 

The main type of farm enterprise in the Alsea Valley 

is dairying, which is well adapted to the environment of 

the area. Grain production is also common in the valley 
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as ha been the caso in years past. Th present system 

of price supports has preat1y helped the í',rain £rmer in 

the valley, although he is none too pleased with acreage 

allotments. Still another type of farming of considerable 

importance in the valley is the raising of beef cattle. 

Thj is often done on the smaller operations, where it 

takes little effort to maintain a few head of beef stock 

while the owner works in the woods or in a sawmill. This 

way, he not only raises his own meat, but makes a profit 

if prices are at all favorable. Since most homesteads in 

the valley contain at least ten acres, there is land 

largely left unused except for such small-scale crazing. 

There are only a few farmers in the valley who raise beef 

cattle in noteworthy numbers. Other types of farming in 

the lsea Valley include poultry raisins, berry growiri, 

and truck gardening (mainly corn and femIly garden.) 

The gross income for Alsea Valley farms in 1953 was 

reported to be 8OO,OOO from agricultural produet alone 

(i, p.4). io this should be added the income derived 

from outside work for a true picture of what was earned 

by ali people on farms. To better illustrate the main 

types of agricu1tra1 enterprises of the valley, indivi- 

dual farm studies were made. iach study was selected to 

be representative of its typo. 
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Figure 18. Beef cattle grazing in the 
Alsea Va1lej. Note t steep valley 
wall in tk background. 

F 
___ 

I 
_ 4 

Fi»ure 19. Baled hay in tk Aisea 
Valley in mid-July. 
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The Maitby Farm 

The 1altby farm was selected to re'esent the large 

dairy farms in the Alsea Valley. It is the second largest 
in output in the valles. 

The Maitby farm is located on Iighway 34, approxi- 

mately five miles west of Alsea, end a little over a milo 

east of L'i7er 1ountain. It is situated on one of the 

fairly wide sections of the valley. Maitby Creek bisects 

the farm in a north-south direction and runs into the 

klsea River on altby property. The main stem of the 

Alsea bisects the holding in a ;eneral east-west direction. 

esiding year around on the farm are Mr. and Mrs. 

Harold ia1tby (in a state of semi-retirement), Mr. and 

Mrs. Ernest Maitby, and one hired man. 1n the sunmer 

months, additional help is hired from time to time. It 
is a practice to enp1oy a teen-age friend of the family 

to help about the farm in the summer in exchange for room 

and board, a small wage, and an excellent suntan. 

The Maitby farm contains 240 acres, 160 acres of 

which is flat land, with 80 acres being in valley slope 

on the north side of the Alsea Valley. About 110 acres 

of the farm is cultivated, 40 acres is in woodland pasture 

on the valley slope, and 90 acres consists of mixed brush, 
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hardwoods and softwoods, is for the most part, of a more 

open nature, with several large areas of grass included. 

The grasses dry out considerably durinL, tÌ hot summer 

months ie to low rainfall id poor moisture retaining 

properties of the soils. It is on this area that Mr. ÍJaltby 

pastures heifers and dry cows, retaining better grazing 

areas for producin stock. 

The 110 acres of cultivated land consists entirely of 

pasture at the present timo, and will probably remain so 

for some time. ThC pasture is nearly all clover, inter- 

mixed with grasses, with only about 10 acres planted to 

rasses alone. From 70 to 75 acres are irrigated and it 

is this irrigated area tìat has proven to be the rnaing 

of the farm. Tb irrigated land is all planted to clove' 

and grasses. Irrigation is of tk sprinkler type and the 

water source is the Àlsea River. .Lìuring the summer months 

of June, July, and iugìst, the land is kept under a con- 

stant rotation system of irrigation. hi1e one field is 

being grazed, the one just previously grazed is irrigated. 

When the herd is moved, so is the irrIgation system. This 

is a relatively easy task due to liht-weight aluminum 

irrigation pipe and specially built pipe carriers. It is 

largely for the purpoes of movinF irrigation pipe that 

extra help is needed on the La1tby place in the summertime. 
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Figure 21. Clover pasture typical of 
the irrigated pasture on the Maitby fa'm. 

Firo 22. Clover pasture under irrigation 
on the Maitby farm, the buildins of which 
are visible in the back(;round. 
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The income of the Maitby farm comes from t he sale of 

milk. The usual number of milk cows in production is from 

40 to 60 head. tt present, Mr. Maltby has 40 additional 

head that are dry or are heifers, and also about 12 calves 

which are kept in the barn. Nearly the entire herd on 

the Maitby farm is of Jersey breed. Only occasionally 

will a cow of a different breed be kept. The average 

daily output of the herd is approximately 1,300 pounds 

of milk or 16 ten gallon cans daily. This amounts to 

about 7,400 pounds of milk per producing cow per year, 

which is a very good average. The cows are milked twice 

a day and the milk is picked up every morning by truck 

at the farm by the Medo Land Creamery Company. The 

milk from the Maitby farm is marketed as Grade A and is 

sold retail by the Medo Land Creamery Company. 

Mr. Wialtby cuts his own hay from some of his pasture 

land which is a clover and grass mixture. de is usually 

able to meet his own needs for hay, but occasionally he 

has to buy some additional from local sources. In addi- 

tion to hay, Ir. Maitby feeds 60-70 tons per year of 

grain to his cattle. Most of his grain is purchased in 

Philomath. In sorne years past, Mr. Maitby has raised 

his own grain, but none is being raised now. Some years 

Mr. Maitby harvests clover seed, which he sells commercially 
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in Corvallis. Attempts have also boon made at crowing 

cannery corn. 

r. ìa1tby also raises chickens enough to supply 

fam1y needs and raises his own voetables in the family 

garden, which is also heavily irrigated in the summer. 

The Ltaltby farii is an example of those farms in the 

Alsea Valley that aro heavily dependent on irrigation for 

their present high level of utilization. To illustrate 

the importance of irrigation on his farm, Mr. 1ialtby 

states that it would have a carrying capacIty of only 

about twenty head of producing stock if it were not for 

irrigation. Ienco, with his present 40-GO head of 

milking stock, ho has increased his production two or 

threefold with irrigation. 

iny further expansion of activities on the Maitby 

farm must entail an increase n irrigation. 1ir. Maitby 

states that he has water rights enough to allow for some 

expansion. Mr. Laitby is an older, more established 

farmer and had his water rights fairly early, but the 

newer farmer in the area, or those not having realized. 

the benefits o1 supplemental irrigation early, are be- 

coming hard pressed for water in the summer months. 
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The Drownley Dairy Farm 

The H. i) 
: rownley farii was selected to be representative 

of the small dairy holdings of the area. 

The Drownley holding is located about five miles east 

of Atisea and is also on Highway 34 to Corvallis. It is 

located at the junction of the worth Fork of the lsea 

River and Crooked Creek (sometimes called Spencer Creek). 

The I3rownley property is bisected by tue North Fork on 

the south edge ar. is bounded by the highway on the north. 

The rownley family consists of ir. and ¿tirs. irownley 

and one son. 'ir. Brownley moved onto his farm in 1042 

from Eugene, Oregon. Prior to the purchase of his farm, 

Mr. Brownlo was a log truck driver in the Eugene area. 

Mr. Brownl does all of the work on his farm himself. 

ho irownley farm contains 60 acres, all of which 

can be classed as level, the only exception being a small 

hill upon which the farmstead. is located in a grove of 

hardwoods. About 15 acres of the land, which is situated 

south of the North Fork, is mixed woodland and open past- 

ure. The trees are hardwoods along t1 North Fork but 

change to fir away from the stream. The open pasture is 

of grasses that become dry and coarse during the suirner, 

and provide little in the way of nourishment for cattle. 
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Although the area is level, tiEre has been no attempt made 

to increase its productivity by fertilization or irri- 
gation. On tiE north side of the North Fork, there are 

about 45 acres of cultivated land, including the farra- 

stead. 3.t the present time, about 33 acres of this Crop- 

land is in irrigated pasture. The pasture is planted to 

a mixture of Ladino clover, alta fescue, and grassos. The 

pasture is irrigated with water from tiE N orth Fork of 

the Alsea, by the sprinkler method. Mr. Brownley has 

1,800 feet of main irrigation line and over 700 feet 
of smaller lateral pipes. The system has nine sprinklcr3. 

In the summer, the land, like iiost of that under irri- 
gation in the valley, is kept under a rotation system of 

iri'igation. 
Ordinarily, Mr. Drownley has all 45 acres of his 

cropland in pasture, but this year he has about 13 acres 

of oats planted. He expects this land to produce about 

70 bushels per acre. Most of tiE grain produced in this 

13 acres will be used by Ir. Brownley for stock feed. ny 

excess will be sold locally or in Corvallis. In addition, 

to oats, Mr. Brownley occasionally raises barley, either 
for feed or to sell commercially. 
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Figure 24. Sprinkler irrigation on the 
Brownley farm, the machinery shed of 
which appears in the distance. 

Mr. i3rownley has 39 head of livestock on his farm, 

most of which are milking animals. Most of his cows are 

of Jersey breed, with sorno intermingling of Guernsey and 

milking shorthorn. The milking stock is pastured on the 

irrigated land, while the heifers and dry stock are past- 

ured on the 15 acres across the river. ( wooden bridge 

joins the two sections of the farm.) The farm ships about 

lo to 12 cans of milk daily, the milk being picked up by 

truck by The Eorden Company. Since it is not Grade A milk, 

it cannot be sold for retail fresh milk sales, but is used 

for other dairy products. 
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r. L3rownley uses several kinds of feed, mostly 

barley, mill-run, and oats and corn. He uses approximately 

ixtoen sacks of feed por month unless he has his own 

supply. lie purchases feed from a company in Albany, 

Oregon, because t i the only coinpy that delivers into 

the Alsea Valley. Liost of the farmers of tt valley buy 

from this same company for the same reason. 

In addition to dairy cattle, Mr. Brownloy occasion- 

ally raises hogs, mainly for his own use or for local 

sales. 

He also has about one acre of pear, cherry, and 

peach trees, the fruit from which is used almost entirely 

for home consumption. Ths fruit trees do not bear very 

well, however, as is the case in most of the valley. Mr. 

i3rownley also maintains a famIly garden every year. 

Mr. 3rownley uses fertilizers in fairly large amounts, 

mostly ammonium sulphate and super phoshato purchased In 

Albany or Corvallis. He also uses a small amount of weed 

killer each year. 

hen asked about what his problems were, Hr. ßrownley 

replied that the high prices of feed, irriation, and 

fertilizer coupled with lowered milk prices were a .Creat 

problem. ills reatost problem, however, is in getting 

enough water to meet his needs or f' expansion. 11e, 

like many other Alsea Valley farmers, is heavily dependent 

on an assured, constant, and uninterrupted water supply 
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since his income is directly associated with irrigation. 

To illustrate the importance of irrigation to ;r. Lrownley, 

attention is called to a comment of his: "Take away the 

water and flrn tT1roigh." 

The John Nenan Farm 

ihe John Newman farm is an example of still another 

type of agricultural enterprise in the iisea Valley. This 

is primarily a grain farm at present, with the eventual 

aim being to make it a grain and beef cattle farm. 

The Newman farm is located between the South Fork 

of th Alsea Hiver and Bummer Creek, about two miles south 

of the town of lsea. It is accessible from the Lobster 

Valley road. The farmstead is situated on a hillside over- 

looking the South Fork toward Alsea. 

John Newman, his wife, and two children, have only 

resided on their place for slightly over a year. iO pur- 

chased the farm in an extremely run-down condition in 

1953 and immediately set to work to build it up, as is 

characteristic of the present day inhabitants of the 

lsea Valley. He had to build his home, a modern ranch 

style house; the outbuildings had to be replaced and 

additional ones built; equipment had to be purchased; and 

fences had to be built. One of the first tasks performed 
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by Mr. Newman was to build four miles of fence on his 

property. till in all, the task was tremendous. 

The Newman farm totals 403 acres, of which 250 acres 

are cleared and 158 aeres are wooded. There are a consider- 

able number of open meadows contained within the wooded 

acreage. Of the 250 acres cleared, 130 has been brought 

under cultivation at the present time. 

r. iewn1an this year has planted 40 acrea of wheat, 

60 acres of oats, and 30 acres of hay, which is mixed oats 

and votch. He expects the wheat to yield about 40 bushels 

to the acre, the oats about 75 bushels to the acre, and 

the hay from two to foux ton to the acre. Last year, 

which was Mr. Newman's first year on the place, he planted 

oats an wheat and had good results. Mr. Newman states 

that he is well satisfied th hi farm for grain growing 

except for the lateness of the ripening period. .his is 
due to afternoon and early mornii fogs as well as over- 

cast skies, which reduce sumner sunshine. he late ripen- 

ing period means that Mr. Newman runs the risk of having 

his crop damaged or ruined by early fall rains. Last year 

he reports that he lost a few acres of good hay because 

of a wet autunin. 

r. Newman does hIs own harvesting,vith a self- 

propelled combine. If ho needs outside help, he generally 

enters into a cooperative working agreement with his 
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neighbors. The harvoted ¿ram is sold in Corvallis to 

a feed and seed store. 

Figure 26. field of oats d wheat 
on the John Newman farm south of Alsea. 

ì.r. ewmcn irrigates only 40 acres of his land, but 

plans to expand his irrigation system as he becones better 
established on his ho1din. The land presently irriCated 
was last year left as pastire, but this year Mr. Newman 

plans to cut most of it for hay. he irrigation done is 
by the sprinkler system and the water source is the South 

Fork of the Alsea River, over one mile of which bounds 

Mr. Newm's farm. The water used for domestic purposes 

on the farm comes from a spring running off a nearby hill. 
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A handicap in this system, and one common to most of the 

farms in the valley, is the lack of water pressure in the 

system during tho summer months, at which time there is 

very little water available to run off in the form of 

springs. Some of the people are even thinking of some 

type of storage for their domestic water systems. 

The oniy fertilizer used by .Tr. Newman is barnyard 

manure, of which he has an adequate supply on his own 

place. This is applied with a tractor and a manure spreader 

both of which Mr. Newman owns. He also plans on growing 

an annual green manure crop which he will plow under for 

forti lizor, 
In adgition to the grain growing phase of Mr. Newman's 

farm, there is also a beef cattle raising program. t the 

present time, he has 40 head of beef cattle including 

calves. His stock iS a cross of whitefaco and rahma and 

Mr. Newman was very emphatic in his approval of this breed 

of cattle. He was particularly impressed with tIie rapid 

rate with which the cattle put on woignt. Je says tat 
the cross breeds grow much faster than the ordinary beef 

stock, bt that such rapid growth did not irm the meat 

in any way. These cattle also grow to very large size, 

therefore he has higher than average fences enclosing 

teir pasture. Several calves only two months old appeared 

to be much older than this due to their large size and 
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thicess of body. The only drawback in this type of 

cattle, as stated by r. newman, was their extreio f1i'hti- 

ness when excited or frightened. 

- 
. 

-1JL-. 

Figure 27. Some of bhe wooded pasture 
of the John Newman farm. 

Mr. Newman ¡-razes his cattle on about 250 acres of 

pasture, which, together with his 130 acies of eropland 

and about 25 acres al' £xnste.id, roads, etc., make up his 

total farm acreage. eal all of this pasture land is 

in valley 5iOO tnat is a mixturo of clumps of trees and 

open pasture. Che trees are mostly deciduous and, for 

the most part, have little in tue way of underbrush. Also 

present in the pasture are large umounts of 'ow bushes, 
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stumps, blowdowns, and blackberry vines. ]he op pasture 

areas have fairly good stands of grass, but, due to the3 

exposure to the hot sun, dry up and become coarse and 

brittle in the summer months. The Newman woodland pasture 

is typical of that found on all the lower valley slopes of 

the Alsea Valley, though not as steep as many areas. 

Lr. Newman states that some of the lower and flatter 
areas of pasture have been seeded at soae time before his 

arrival. Such areas were planted to bent and rye grasses, 

but the remainder of the pasture is in natural grasses. 

There have been no efforts to improve the woodland pastime, 

and such a scheme would prove difficult because of the 

terrain. 
ihe markets for iir. Newman's beef cattle have, so 

far, been local. li prefers the local market, but if he 

eventually raises more cattle than the local market can 

handle, he will sell them in Corvallis. 

Newman also has two milk cows that lie keeps to 

supply his own family' s demand, and enou chickens to 

keep his family supplied with eggs. Such activity, which 

is common throughout the valley, adds to the self-suffi- 
ciency of the people. 

It is common for Alsea Vallr farm's, large or small, 
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to be connected in some way to the forest industry and 

L'ir. IJewrnan is no exception. ile has a fleet of five trucks 

which are driven by hired drivers in hauling loss and 

lumber in the Alsea Valley. Four of them are engaged in 

hauling rough-cut lumber from the Ligger Mountain Lirnber 

Company to Jorvallis. It was income derived from these 

hauling operations that provided the down payment on 

Mr. Newman's farm. Although k is now primarily a farmer, 

Mr. NewLian still allots a certain portion of his time to 

his truck fleet. 
Such is the case with a grain and beef raiser of the 

Alsea Valley. he future for Mr. Newman appears to be 

quite bright, due mainly to his personal initiative and 

ag::re-ssivoness. 

ihe L. J. Stow Ranch 

'iki Stow ranch, known as the "Stowaway", s a typical 
example of one of the less widespread agricultural enter- 
prises of the Alsea Valley; the raising of poultry. whore 

are three sizeable chicken ranches in the Alsea, and 

several holdings where smaller numbers of chickens are 

raised to supplement income of the holding. The three 

larger enterprises are nearly identical in size and 

management, so that the Stow ranch is very typical of all 
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three. Furthermore, all tlee are located within two or 

three miles of each other. 

The Stow ranch Is situated about 17 niiles froi Usea, 
13 miles rrom Tidewater, and 24 miles from Waldport. The 

ranch is located in a verj narrow section of the val1e, 
there being ju3t a narrow strip of flat ian between the 

road and the river upon which to locate the holding. he 

ranch is bounded on the north by the valley wl1 and on 

the south by the Alsea kiver and the other valley wall. 

iiihway 34 bisects the holding, separating the house and 

garage from the other build!ngs. The other ranches are 

situated in an almost identical locale. 
Mr and Mrs. Stow, the owners, are the only permanent 

employees on the ranch. .Lhø Stows employ no steadr help, 

but do employ local boys in the summer time for cleaning, 

repairing, etc.. The cost for this labor is about l5O 

per month for each of the summer monthg. (Jne of the 

ranches does have a steady, year-around enployee.) 

The Stows began their present business five years 

ao in 1949 on a 

every year until 

At the present t: 

and 1,700 hens. 

yearly operating 

pullots annually 

much smaller scale, increasing radua1ly 

they have reached their present izo, 

Line, the Stow ranch has about 1,800 pullets 

They plan to sell 1,200 of the hens. The 

procedure is to buy from 1,500 to 2,000 

and before the end of the first year, at 
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which tirn the puilets bein a molt1n period, they aro 

sold, and replaced by a :iearly equal number of iow pullot3. 

This procos Is regulated so that the period of roatest 

productivity coineldes roughly with the period of peak 

demand, which iS durinj the suinmor months. ìo reason for 

the schedule is that there is a mred drop_ofLt in the 

laying ability of the Ìn after the flr3t moltin period 

and this can be compensated for by replacing tfle heri$ at 

that tiie. 1so, the eggs are of poorer quality after 

the first molt, except hon used for tclith purposes. 

The period bòtween the purchase of the pulles and the 

time they begin to produce is made to coincide to the 

slack demand in the winter months. The year-old chickens 

are sold to Nthwest Stores in Albany, which in turn, 

puts the chickens on the retail market. The Stows state 

that the only readily available places it wìilCìi they can 

soil the older chickens are Albany and Portland. hen 

txe timo comes to sell the chickens, the company is cori- 

tacted and a truck comes to 'et them. 

The output 01' the Stow ranch runs from a low of about 

90 dozen eggs per day to a high of about 120 dozen. he 

low figure results when the chickens aro not culled at the 

start of the molting season. These production fiires 

mean that from 60 to 8O of the hens are laying every nay. 

Large amounts of feed are purchased for the chickens, 



the exact amount of which is uninown by the Stows. illey 

use a laying mash and a mixture of two parts wieat and one 

part gray oats. Small amounts of shell and rave1 are 

also given to the chickens. in the future, the Stows plan 

to use an all-purpose mash that includes all the above as 

ingredients. Such mash will save labor, but will be hiier 

in cost. Most of the food is purchased from a conpany in 

albany that makes deliveries to the Stow ranch and surround- 

ing area, t they buy their wheat and oats locally. 

.Qhe Stows do their own washing, graaing, and packing 

of eggs, and they sell almost entirely in the Waldport- 

Newport area. itt the present time, they sell to one store 

in Waldport and to three stores and one restaurant in 

Newport. The Stows have contracted to make daily aeliv- 

enes to these establishments. hen they have an excess 

of eggs, they are solci to a cooperative in tlbany. .Lhe 

three chicken ranches in this area have a unique market- 

Ing system. Ihey have a type of "gentleman's agreement" 

that obliges them to sell eggs in an area called a "panel" 

that iS desinated by mutual agreement of the three. Ii'nCo, 

each ranch owner has a selling area and agrees not to 

solicit business or sell outside of his own area. If one 

rancher cannot supply the demand in his panel at any given 

time he often buys eggs from one of the other ranchers to 
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resell in his own area. 

In addition to their chickens, the Stows have four 

boef cows and one milk cow, all of which they keep for 

their own use. The stock is grazed on about ten acres 

of natural pasture included on the Stow liolding. 

Tuo Stows state that they have no plans for further 

expansion; the overall demand for egs doe an' t warrant it. 

The summer demand, however, is still greater than the 

supply, due to a great influx of tourists in the coastal 

towns at that time. Also, employment in the area is 

highest in summer and individual buying power is increased 

by the greater incomes. 

The poultry business in the ktlsea Valley seems to be 

in a static state at present. The local market doesn't 

seem to warrant expansion, but buiing by illamette 

Valley companies may make more production feasible at 

some time in the future. 
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RECREATIONAL RESOURCES AND SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

Recreation in the Alsea Valley is growing in import- 

ance. It provides a means of livelihood for a number of 

people in the valley; it provides a ireans of sport and re- 
laxation for inhabitants of the valley; and, most import- 

ant, it provides a sports area for the many people from 

regions other than the valley who come re for purposes 

of recreation. The isea Valley is richly endied with 

natural attributes and has a treat deal to offer for the 

person seeking outdoor recreation. It has been this 
natural settin that has proven a basis for settlement 

in some cases, since the valley is Inhabited by many 

people who place a certain value on isolation in a 

natural setting such as that found here. 

Fish Resource and ±'ishing 

Of the various types of recreation available in the 

:.lsea Valley, sports fishing is probably the most import- 

ant. The species available in the isea River system 

include silver salmon, winter steeliaead, Chinook salmon, 

rainbow trout, and both fresh-water and sea-run cutthroat 



trout. 

The fish of the Alsea Basin have a host of clear, cold, 

swift runnin2 streams in which to live. The best spawning 

stroaìs in the area are i)rif t Creek near the mouth of the 

lsea, rass Creek, Lobster Creek, and iioney Jrove Creek, 

amon other smaller streams. Other ood spawning streams 

include Canal Creek, Scott Creek, Five Rivers, South Fork 

of the Alsea, and Little Lobster Creek. The poor spawning 

streams of the basin are few in number and are mostly short 

and small streams. (10, p.28) 

The natural attributes of the Alsea system for fish 

life include adequate fish food, adequate gravel beds for 

spawning fish, adequate year-around stream flow ( a varia- 

ble cor.ition), reasonably clear moving water, and correct 

water temperatures. The average annual water temperature 

at Tidewater is 550I. The highest recorded temperature 

since 147 was 71°F., and the lowest was 34°F. (, p.11). 

The extent of utilization of the Alsea River and its 

tributaries for sports fishing is hard to estImate for 

there are many variables involved. A brief rundown of 

utilization estimates follows, but in many cases the 

figures are probably lower than is actually the case. (1) 

Silver salmon -- in 1952, it was estimated that 6,100 

silver salmon and jack silver salmon were caught by sports 

fishermen. These fish were estimated to weigh a total of 
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42,000 pounds; (2) Chinook salmon -- more than 250 Ohinook 

salmon were caught in 1953, with a minimum total weicht 

estir1iate of 5,100 pounds; (3) Steelhoad -- about 110 steel- 
head salmon were caught during the l)52-52 season. it is 
estimated that the hours spent er fish aiounted to 20 on 

J-L , f A \ m ¿-i_ .-.- ,- _ 4' -'-' _L_ L ia V , . 
x rv y tP O.k. LL J ' CGUiL 

per year is very difficult to deterrriine. It is estimated 
that there were nearly 17,000 trout caught in the two years 

1951 and 1952, which is probably a very conservativo fig- 
uro. ihese fiski were caught by over ,OOO anglers who spent 

about 1 3/4 hours per fish on the average (10, pp. 2-9). 

Fiyre 2. Trout fishing on the Alsea 
River. Note the logging road crossing 
the river at this point. 
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:tt is estimated that the above salmon and trout were 

caught by over 16,000 anglers in 1952, which is undoubtedly 

a low figwo since surveys made have been neither coniplete 

nor entirely accurate (io, p.8). In many casos, the press- 
ure put on the fisheries of the Alsea River are treìendous 

and lt contInues to increase annual1. 
The natural fishery resource of the tisea Valley has 

been augmented greatly in recent years by the operation of 

the 1sea Trout Hatchery on te South Fork of the Alsea 

River. The Alsea datchery, operated by the Oregon State 
Carne CommIssion, releases thousands of fish annually into 

the Algea River sysleni as weil as many other neighboring 

streams. Species hatched, raised, end released by the 

hatchery are rainbow trout, cutthroat trout, steelhead 

salmon, and silver salmon. The production of the hatchery 

has been about 2,158,000 fish to date, with 865,000, or 

40 of these being released into the Alsea system (io, p. 

lo). The survival rate of the released fish has uoen a 

matter of indecision for years though, and no reliable 
estimate can be ¿iven of the number of released fish that 
live. It is said that hatchery released trout make up 

about 502 of the total catch on the Aisea, however (lo, p. 

13). 

As a mean$ of increasing the survival rato of hatchery 

fish, they are being retained at the hatchery until they 
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reach a 1arer size. This can be seen by the average 

weights of the fish released each year. In 1949, they 

averaged 1/50 of a pound each; in 1)5O, 1/7 of a pound; 

in 1951, 1/6 of a pound; and in 1952, 1/3 of a pound (10, 

p.10). Jatehery trout are now being raised until they 

are eight inches in length, which is the legal angling 

size in the Alsea system. 

The work of the hatchery has been notable, but it 

must expand its operations in order to supply the needed 

numbers of fish in the Alsea diver. 

Other hecreational Activities 

Camping arid picnicking are other widely practiced 

types of recreation in the Alsea Valley, both by residents 

of the valley and by outsiders. It is estimated that 

10,000 persons visit the area annually for the purpose of 

camping or picnicking (2, p.2). Lie areas of this type 

of recreation are very widespread, being present mainly 

a1on, the streams and along the North Fork and main stem 

of the Alsea. ruhe principal area of visitation, however, 

is quite far removed from the Alsea kUver. Mary's Peak 

claims more visitors per year than does an other spot 

within the region. 

Junting is another spôrt carried on in the Alsea 
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Valley. ThIs type of recreation attracts many of the local 

residents, but only a limited number of outaicers, and 

these only for a few days out of the year. Species hunted 

in the approximate order of their importance to the hunters 

are (i) deer, (2) elk, (3) ducks, (4) pigeons, (5) bear, 

and (6) grouse (2, p.3). 

Swimming 12 done to sorne extent in the summer months 

in some of the teeper holes of the main Alsea and its 

larger tributaries, such as the North Fork, South Fork, 

and Five Hivers. Existing water impoundments also pro- 

vide places for swimming. This type of recreation is 

often carried on In association with cwiping or picnick- 

ing. 

Many people enjoy motoring in the lsea Valley to 

enjoy t1 rur and forest beauty and the attractive 

streams. Many people spend a day traveling the by-roads 

of tho area, many stopping at special points of interest 

or beauty. Increased population in neighboring areas and 

greater numbers of autos has contributed greatly to this 

as a means of recreation. 

3oating? b2.S become increasingly popular in the lower 

reaches of the lsea Hiver where possibilities for expans- 

ion are considerable. 

i'here are nianî businesses in the lsea Valley that 

cater exclusively or partly to reccational activities. 
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These include resorts, lod3es, landings, tackle shops, 

service stations, ¿rocerios, sporting goods dealers, real 

estate dealers, and miscellaneous merchants and service 

industries. 

Commercial Recreation 

Commercial recreation in the Alsea Valley has been 

present for a good many years, but it has only been since 

World War II that it has achieved major importance. 

Nearly all the commercial recreation enterprises are 

connected with sport fishing. There are any number of 

boat landings on the lower Alsea River and it is these 

that constitute the commercial recreation of the valley. 

Tijese landings start about two miles above Tidewater and 

continue to the city of Valdport. rI4hey are enorally 

situated on stretches of the river that provide good fish- 

ing and that are easily accessible from the main highway. 

They are usually found situated in groups of two or three, 

since the choice spots on the river are limited in number, 

and several landings may take advantage of the same 

stretch of river. The total list of accommodations for the 

fisherman at the eight landings on the lower river 1s as 

follows: 21 abns, 169 boats, O boat launching sites, 

23 camping sites, 3 restaurants, and 2 coffee bars, plus 



evei'al tackle counters, The above items represent an 

Lnvestment of v24l,OOO from which an annia1 ross income 

of 63,OOO is realized (10, p.26). The workings of a 

typical landing are described in more detail in the accom- 

panying study. 

It is worthy of mention also, that there io a slightly 

different type of recreational development on Spencer 

Crook, a tributary of the North Fork. here, there is a 

fishing camp instead of a fish landing, and there are cabins 

for the fisherman. It is one of the oldest developments in 

the valley, but is used very little at present. The fish&'- 
man of today seems to prefer a motel in town or a tent on 

some other portion of the river. Modern transportation 

has made it an easy task to travel into the Alsea Valley in 

the early mornin, fish all day, and travel out again in 

the evening, thus making an overnight stay in the area un- 

necessary. In any case, the fisherman's camp type of de 

velopment in the valley has not been successful, at least 

in the upper valley. 

Taylor's Landing 

Taylor's ianding is an example of the principal re- 

creational enterprise in the ±dsea Valley. The landing is 

located on the Alsea River slightly over three miles west 
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of Tidewater and about eight miles east of the city of 

.aldport. It is situated near the mouth 

beside the bridge that crosses the Alsea 

valley here is only about a qiarter of a 

The holding of Mr. and Irs. Taylor 

of Sudan Crook, 

River. The 

milo wide. 

md their two small 

children contains only about three acres, most of which 

fronts on the river. Their holding Is well kept and has a 

p 1 o a s ant , re s t fu i a tmo s plier e . Many sha de t r ee s ori the 

holding greatly aid the appearance of the development. The 

holding itself actually consists of a horno and garage, one 

cabin and several small outbuildings. The landing is a 

long, rectangular shaped float which rests on large fir 
logs and is anchored in the river. It is partly roofed 

over and partly open, with small boathouses built on each 

end. The float, the mainstay of Taylor's ianding, was con- 

structed after ir. and Mrs. Taylor took over the holdIng in 

l47. 
The Taylor holding servos both fIshing and boating, 

with the former being by far the most important. The work- 

Ing season at the landing consists of only about five to 

six months, as is the case with all recreational develop- 

ments in the Aisea Valley. The season opens in early 

winter, at which time there is a short fish run, and busi- 

ness at the landing iS good for a few weeks. After this, 
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thorc is flttle hu$iness, sInce the fishing season is 
closed, ua1ly by Iarch 1. About May 1, the surimer season 

beiri and lasts to abot October 1 or 15. 

Figire 32. Taylor's Landing on the Alsea 
River below Tidewater. 

i.)uring this time, anglers may fish for trout , silver salmon, 

Chinook salmon, jack salmon, stee].head, or sea-run cut- 

throat trout, known locally as "bluebacks." lt is during 

this summer period that the landing must make Its yearly 

income. Lusjiess continues to be good through the summer 

months when there are many tourists in the area, but after 
the first of Setember, it begins to fall off. urIng the 

end of the fishin: season, the landing closes. iuring the 

months of closure, Mr. Taylor either spends his time 



repair1n equipment, pa.ntin:, c1anin, etc., or he takes 

a job for the winter rrìonthi. 11e has gore as far as Cor- 

vallic to find employment during this period. Mrs. Taylor 

fit8 into the work scheme of the holdinr'. also, f she 

handles many of the lichter tasks and t ake s care of things 

during the absence of her husband. 

The actual income at Taylort s Landing is derived 

mostly from the rental of small boats and outboard motors. 

r. Taylor owns 40 boats, 27 of which are nearly new, 

with 13 being old. At present, the old boats are kept 

mainly for reserve or emerency. Th boats are inexpens- 

ive but are attractive and well-built for the purpose. 

Mr. Taylor also sells gas and oil for use in the motors. 

Income is also received from the sale of fishinc tackle 

and bait, a fair supply of which Mr. Taylor keeps on his 

float. In the roofed-over section of the float, 
Taylor has a supply of candy, soft drinks, etc,, which 

he offers for sale, (Some of the landings bave completely 

equipped restaurants on their floats that can serve sand- 

wiches and lit luncheon to the fisherman.) The Taylors 

rent tbo one cabin that they have on their holdinc and it 
is generally occupied for the entire suer, wIth a few 

periods of idleness before June and after September. 

In addition to the business aspects of this holding, 



93 

'Ir. Taylor serves the public by providin' a nubr of rDic- 

nie tablee under the trees which line the river bank of 

his holding. The ue of this park is without cost 

nd edds substantisily to the appearance or the holding. 

Ariple parking room for cars and boat tr1lers is 1so 

Pv3i]3ble near t hand. 

Mr. Taylor estimates that be serves about 10,000 

peoile a year st his landing, includinF people coming bsck 

ori different occasions during the same year. In any case, 

the numbr is lmnressive when one remenbers that this is 

only one of several lsx!dings on the A1se :iver. post of 

the people served by the Taylors are from the Willamette 

Valley; m1niy from the Oorvsllis-Salem area, although 

customers come from other parts of Oregon as well as from 

other stetes. Many of the rrties como several times each 

yer. 

r. Taylor showed concern over the flEet tbt fishermen 

must exnerid oich quantities of time end money for the 

meager catches they ore presently getting. This attitude 

seems to b ccrnmon to all isiding owners in the valley, for 

they think of the lon rane and in the long run, if fish 

continue to be scsrce people will quit fishIng for them, ct 

least in the Jlsea üver System. 
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Other hctivities in the Valley 

In addition to the three types of enterprises already 

discussed, there is a small segment of the population of 

the lsea valley that derives their livelihood by some 

other means. 

There are sorne inhabitants of the upper valley who 

travel daily to Corvallis and Philomath to work in stores, 

shops, or other businesses located there. There is also a 

number of people who work in or operate stores and shops 

in the town of Alsea. There are also a number of people 

in the valley who work as carpenters, painters, laborers, 

etc.. Opportunities for the latter group, though, are 

very limited. 

Also present in the Alsea Valley are a small number 

of retired people. They are scattered throughout the area 

on s!riall holdings which they own. Their holdings usually 

are about one to ten acres in size and nearly alwais con- 

tain a vegetable garden and a flower garden. The prinoi- 

pal reason why these people choose the Alsea Valley in 

which to retire seems to be the climate, particularly the 

mild 2ummer climate. The people, who for the most part, 

are quite elderly, seem to be adversely affected by the 

cold, wet winters, however. £ono seem inclined to move 

from the valley for this reason though. 
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CHAPTER VII 

TTE OUTLOOK 

The Alsea Valley is one of' the major transverse 

coastal valleys in Oregon, but since it contains only 

1,300 people out of the state total of 1,621,000 as vieil 

as only a small amount of lane. area, it is of relatively 

small importance in the settlemont and economy of the 

state as a whole. There aro only 6,300 acres of cropland 

out of the state total of 5,537,000; there are only 

260,000 acres of forest land in the basin out of the state 

total of 29,800,000; and the recreational resource for 

sport fishing is rated as ninth in the state. 

The Aisea Valley has been limited in development by 

natirai isolation. Its location creates problems in mar- 

keting and availability of labor force. The itlsea Valley 

is, therefore, not in a position to siccessfully compete 

with more favorable areas such as the illainette Valley 

in many activities. Isolation makes for increased costs 

of goods moving into the valley, which is also a handicap 

to settlement. 

Settlement supported by ariculture is not likely to 

expand greatly. the Class I lands of the valley are al- 

ready under cultivation except for a few acres that need 
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drainae. There is a potential of 13,700 acres of cropland 

in the valley yet to be brought into use. but this acreage 

is penerally not suited to crops, and. could at most be used 

for pasture r, In sorne Cases, for hay crops. o great 

amount of new settlement would be supported by this land 

which would more likely serve only to augment present hold- 

ings. [n the final analysis, there is little new land in 

the valley to support an increase in agricultural settle- 
ment under presently established farming systems. 

A limitation ii the valley today in regard to present 

agriculture is the matter of water supply and distribution. 
L'ue to the advent of sprinkl irrigation in the valley, 

problems of summer water shortage have developed. At the 

present time, there are water rights i ssued for 116 cubic 

feet per second of flow, whereas the minimum flow at wide- 

water may be as low as 75 cubic feet per second, hence 

there is not enough water available to supply ali the 

legal rights (, p.12). There is more than enough water 

during the winter months when the runoff rate may go up 

to 3,688 cubic feet per second p.?). Ihe 'ob1em is 

aggravated by the fact that it is during the months of 

lowest river flow that the greatest demands are put on 

the river for irrigation water. July, August, and 

September are the months of lowest flow and are the months 

during which irrigation water is needed most. Although 
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water r1htc sire issued for 116 cubic feet per second, the 

actual withdrawal including that aount needed f c' f!h 
life, is xnore in the neighborhood of 69 cubic feet per sec- 

ond, which is still perilously near the minimum flow. A 

breakdown of water rights in the lsea 1iver system is given 

in Table 6. 

Table 6 

WAT1R RIGHTS IN T1 ALSEA RIVER SYSTEM 

Stream ater rights Minimum ised to flow 
1954 

in cubic feet per second 

bummer Creek 4.44 2.6 
Fall Creek 21.12 6.2 
Yive Rivers .82 10.4 
Honey Urove creek .27 1.3 
Lobster reek 2.99 9.3 
Alsea (main stem) 11.17 6.0 
Mill Creek .31 1.3 
North Fork hìsea River 2373 11.02 
3alrnonberry Creek .5 .9 
South Fork dsea River 4.17 9.6 

85.64 
P1us abandoned 
power rights 30.50 

116 14 

The region in which there is the greatest shortage of 

irrigation water i in the Lurnmer Greek area. iiere the 

required flow for present and potential irrigation is esti- 

mated to be 6.82 cubic feet per second, whereas the minimum 

flow of iummer Greek is 2.6 cubic feet per second. Ihis 



does not provide enough even for irrigation let alone water 

for other uses such as fish. It is in this area that some 

of the best farmland in the entire valley is lated, but 

it must have water to maintain present intense use. No 

other area is in such dire straits as f ar as water supply 

is concerned. 

Une answer to the problem has been offered, and that 

is storage. It has been proposed that a system of small, 

low-cost storage dams be constructed on several of the 

tributaries of the Alsea. Such reservoirs as would be 

formed by the dams waild aflow for storage of water amount- 

ing to approximately 3,565 acre feet, which could be used 

during the dry summer months (9, pp. 20-29). 1he dams 

would have to allow for a minimum summer release so that 

fish life below woulU be maintained and would have to have 

small fish ladders to allow for the passage of spawning 

fish. A system of reservoirs such as this could impound 

enough water from the high winter runoff to provide ample 

irrigation water as well as augment the low sunner flow 

in quantities large enough that fish life could actually 

be increased. 

there are at present, 39 possible storage sites pro- 

posed for the Alsea Basin (9, pp. 20-29). The storage 
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Figure 33. A small storage darn of the 
type recommended for the Alsea Lasin. 
This one is located on the South Fork 
of the Alsea 

provided by these projects ranges from 10 to 200 acre 

feet per project with the greater number providing from 

10 to 20 acre feet of storage. i1xe reatost storage would 

be on Fall Creek and tk least would be on Mill Creek. 

The storage possibilities for the major streams of the 

basin are listed in i'able 7. 
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Table 7 

WATER STORAGE IN THE ALSEA BASIN 

Storare in 
Stream acre feet 

Bummer Creek 300 
Fall Creek 800 
Five Rivers 650 
Honey drove Lreek 130 
Lobster Creek 275 
Mill Creek 80 
North Fork îtlsea River 565 
Salmonberry Creek 215 
South Fork Alsea River 400 
Misc, streams 150 

TOTAL 3,565 

The above system of reservoirs would solve the irri- 

gation water problem in all areas but one: 1unrnier Creek. 

The possibility hore of 300 acre feet, fails to 

meet the 546 acre feet demand that would be needed to 

develop the potential irrigable land of the area. It has 

been suggested that some water might be diverted into 

Lummer Creek from the South Fork of the Alsea (9, p.21). 

Such a project would require a diversion ditch of about 

one mile in length, and would utilize some of the excess 

water of the South Fork. 

The ownership of the land that would be covered by 

the proposed reservoirs is very nearly all private. Only 

in Five Rivers and on the North Foric is some of the land 

in Federal ownership. The private landholders have express- 

ed reluctance to allow their land to be inundated by a 
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Figure :3 

Proposed water storage sites 
in the Alsea Basin. 
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reservoir, since sorne is good cropland. 

Jho financing of the projects has not been investi- 

¿ated at any length as yet. ihe farmers, however, do not 

feel that they should bear the entire cost since the fish- 

ones of the area waild benefit from the projects as well 

as the farmeìs. Neither the state nor the federal govern- 

ment has made any coniments on their role in the financing 

of the projects, however, and until they do, no projects 

are likely to be constructed in the immediate futLire. 

Lther major aicu1tural limitations in the valley 

have to do with economics. The dairy farmers in the area 

are presently suffering from reduced bulkc milk prices. 

Just recently the price they receIved was reduced consid- 

erably, while at the sae time, the costs of feed, irri- 

gation, and fertilizer remained unchanged. Some farmers 

say that this action has destroyed their margin of profit. 

problem of the past has been the failure of tree 

fruit crops in the area, for tree fruits in the valley are 

subject to disease, which is aggravated by high humidity. 

Ihere is a possibility of raising more berries in the 

valler, although occasionally the short ripening period or 

late auno rains ruin them. 

It has been suggested by some that more attention be 

given to the raising of truck crops in the lsea Valley. 

In conjunction with this would be the construction of a 
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freezing plant somewtìere th the valley, probably in isea. 

Such a plan would be handicapped b lac1 of a labor zupply 

in the area. where is no excess labor in the suiminertirae 

of tho type and amount needed for truck cropping, nor would 

it be feasible to try to import such a labor supply. kìe 

more favorable agricultural lands in the 'illamette Valley 

have such a labor supply in the summer anci hence, would 

arroi' strong competition to the tlsea Valley. 

Ihe enterprise most suited to the lsoa Valley is 

dairy farming. 1he natural environment favors dairy farm- 

ing, and it is in this phase of agriculture that the Usea 

Valley can compete with other areas. The mild clinrnte and 

high precipitation favor the growth of crass; hay and 

grains for feed can be grown economically; more assured 

markets can be had; and the inhabitants fit into a dairy- 

ing type of economy. 

Other phases of aiculture suited to the valley, 
but not so much so as dairying, are poultry and beef cattle 
raising. The natural environment also favors these enter- 
prises and the region can support them if adequate markets 

can be found for the products. '.Lhe area favors poultry in 

that this enterprise demands no great amounts of space, 

and yet there is room enough in the valley for the raising 
of necessary feeds for chiccens. £he area favors beef 
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cattle raisins in that they utilize the less desirable 

razing areas of the valley slopes. also, they demand no 

groat nounts of labor, as is also t case with poultry. 

The forestry phase of settlement is destined to remain 

the most important in the Alsea Valley, but is not likely 
to expand much from present day irnportanôe. Although the 

estimated possible annual growth of the basin is lO mill- 

ion board feet, the district rangers office in aldport 

states that growth is moro likely to be from 80 to 100 

million board feet por year. Gomparing these figures 

with an annual cut of 112 million board feet in 1951, it 

can be seen that the Alsea t3asin has very nearly reached 

the maximum in timber cut per year, or it may already be 

harvesting more than the annual growth. Gonsideration 

should also be given to the annual rate of increase in 

cut in the basin. Ihe drain in 1951 was a 6 increase 

over 1949, and 1949 was a 40i increase over 1947. It 

is a certainty that such rates of ineroase in drain will 

not be possible in the futare. 

Jndor existinr' conditions, it seems likely that the 
present amount of sawmillirig in the valley is likely to 

remain nearly the same. 'ith a large number of small 

forest owners in the valley, it is difficult for any 

single large operator to gaïn control of large areas of 

timber for the individual owners mai log and mill their 
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own timber. It is likely that the small owners will con- 

tiriue to mill their own timber or that they will sell logs 

to a local mill. It is because of accessibility of logs 

that the small sawmill can compete. 

another important problem is the long haul resulting 

from the isolation of the area and from the removal of the 

îore accessible star.s of tinber. 1iis is a problem for 

several reasons. It increases the cost of logging consid- 

erabij since the tnicks must haul longer distances and 

since more equipment must be used in long hauls. Also, as 

the timber becomes more inaccessible, the cost of log1ng 

roads is increased as is the wear and toar on equipment. 

There are also several economic problems associated 

with the forest industry. he high cost of labor is one 

of these, but this problem is not overly serious at the 

present time. Neither is there the problem of unionized 

labor since no mills and only a low of the logging opera- 

tions aro unionized. 'ihe increased cost of standing 

timber and the high cost of logging equipment have adverse- 

ly affected some of the more marginal operators. he 

truck driver-owners have oeen affected also by the great 

amount of depreciation suffered on their tricks, and many 

have found it more profitable to buy "short log,ers", or 

smaller logging trucks, and hence, suífer less depreciation. 
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. prob1ei not lImited to foreztry, but one tiat affects 

forestry somewiìat, is the shortage of a summer labor supply 

in the area. iaither is there an ezcoss of permanent labor 

that could be used £ the expansion of present operations, 

and any such labor needed In the Valley must be called in 

from some other area, usually the Corvaliis-Phlloma-th area. 

Tho condition wherein a large portion of the people 

connected with agrIculture aro also connected wIth forestry 

w5ll probably continuo, particularly as long as substantial 

profits can be realized from small scale logging operations. 

Some of the small operators will undoubtedly be forced to 

discontinue operations as the timber becomes more and more 

inaccessible, for they will not be able to compete with 

the larder operators. Part-time forestry will romain an 

important part of the basis of settlement in the lsea 

Valley. 

aecreation in the lsea Valley is bound to become 

more important, both to the area and to the state. It is 
a natural phenomenon that as population increaes, so does 

the demand put on recreational areas. A the population 

in the il1amette Valley and coast areas increases, the 

Alsea Valley should become more and more important as a 

recreation area. certain problems must be coxsideed, 

however, before such an increased demand can be mot. 
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one of the reatejt prob1ors assoeiatei ' 1tki the 

recreational entorpro$ of the valley is the iortage of 

water in the hiea during the summer months. s th flow 

of the river decreases, the temperature of the remaining 

water is increased. iiih water temperatures increa3o t 

sucepttbility of fish to many diseases nd forms of paxa- 

sitisni that are encountered in such areas as tk lsea 

Valley. Ii; has been proven that under low flow conditIons, 

rainbow trout in tho Alsea become parasitized by a salmon 

poisonin fluke. dence, furth withdrawals from the 

Lisea daring the critical months of the sums1er would re- 

suit in a diminIshed fish population. LhIs comes at a 

time when the fish population should be Increasin to meet 

reater demands, rattier tkitn decroasin. system of 

water reservoirs for storage such as have beer proposed, 

if properly rn&maged, would allow for an increased summer 

flow, and henee, an increased fish population. It is for 

this reason that the agricultural people feel that recroa- 

tiori interests should bear part of the expense of the 

storage projects. 

Another problem of the recreation interests is that 

there are not onouh fish In the 1sea system to provide 

a constant supply for the ever-increasing numbers of sport 

fishermen utilizing the streaì. Catch limits have been in 
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effect fois many years, as have other regulations to protect 

the fish, but the numbers of nativs fish are continua11.j 

decreacng. 1?ho k1soa hatcherj is stockir 1are nu.mber 

of fish in the Alsea systei, bat iany o1 these are lost 

duo to natural rnortalit,r and rerïaainth nunibors are still 

inadequate to ìot the dornnd. £he effort and expenso put 

forth by the fisherman is ever increasing and the fish 

caught are fewer in number. íccordin to a survey aadø 

in 1952, the Alsea was the ninth most popular sport fishing 

stream in Oreon, but as other streams increase in popu- 

laiity, the Alsea is likely to drop in the ratings (io, 

p. 16). 

A more minor problen in connection with sport fishing - 

is the pollutIon of the 1sea River that occurs as a re- 

suit of logging in the watershed. Since t}re is a :roat 

deal of logging in the watershed of the Alsea, there is 

considerable soil and forest litter carried into the river 

system by spring and fall rains. It is common to see tuo 

Alsea runn1nL murky and muddy about a day or two after any 

sprinp' rain. Such a condition is not beneficial to fIsh 

life, although the actaal harmful effects have never been 

fully investigated. 

Ihe valley suffers from a lack of public camping and 

picnic sites. In the entire Alsea Easin, the are only 
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two publie rest areas, one of which Is a small shaded area 

with picnic tables located on Spencer Creek on the road 

over the Alsea Mountain. iho other is also an area of pic- 

flic tables in a grove of trees, and is just above the Alsea 

hatchery. Although this is a very nice spot, it is mac- 

cessible and fluff the beaten trail" since one must o 

through a private farri in order to reach it. ith the 
thousands of people that use the recreational resources of 
the re:)ion, it seems reasonable that more public cwnpin or 

wayside areas should be established. Some of the private 

establishments have installed picnic and park areas, but 

they serve only a small percentage of the people. There are 

many sites that would be suitable for picnic or camp grounds 

or for wayside parks, which seem to be very popular. It has 

been suested that the potontial storage dams in the Alsea 
River system might be turned into attractive recreation 

areas. uch a plan would greatly increase the recreational 

facilities of the region, and would support the argument 

that public recreational interests should meet part of the 

cost of storage darns. 

As the amount of people utilizing the valley f or re- 

creation increases, there could well be an increase in the 

number of stores, shops, etc. that serve recreation minded 

people. 
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ts the valley develops more as a recreation area, 

there Is goin to have to be moro cooperation on the part 

of the inhabitants, who, at present, nearly always forbid 

trespassing on their land. Such an attitude, however nec- 

essary, is not conducive to an increase in recreational uso. 

ith organization, development, expansion, and adver- 

tisement, the £isea Valley could well 

1eadin3 recreation areas of the stato 

the natural reqiisites In addition to 

population centers. 

The overall outlook for the Aise 

become one of the 

for it has nearly all 

bein near largo 

a Valley sugests that 

the settlement pattern will remain basically the same, with 

forest enterprises and agrIculture supporting most of the 

population. No great increase in development seems likely. 

The good cropland is now cleared and in use ana what agri- 

cultural areas might be added are of lesser quality; the 

forests are being depleted at a rato very near or in excess 

of the annual growth; and the main type of recreation, 

sport fishing, is being adversely affected by too treat a 

demand. Only in public recreation can there be imich in the 

way of expansion, but tuis will not likely support signifi- 

cant new settlement in the valley. Although the Alsea 

Valley may not increase in population or economic importce 
it should remain as one of the greatest of the coastal 

valleys and as a significant rural area of Oreon. 
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SOUFOES OF DATA FOR GIAPHS AND MAPS 

Flr.2....U.$.G.3. ToDoVraDhio Maps: Alsea, Waldpor't, 
nd Tidewater quadran les. 

Fip.3....Adapted from U.S.G.S. Topo'raphic Naps: Alsea, 
Waldport, artd Tidewater quadrar.nles, and 
National Forest Maps: Siuslaw iationa1 Forest. 

F1F.4....U.S. C1iriato1ofioa1 Data; Annual Sunmaries 
1946-1954, and ¡asca River rainare Basln by 
the Comrnitteo on Natural Resources. 

FÎE.5....Sketched in the field with distonoes paced. 

Fi.7....Compi1ed from the text of the -committee 
Reroi-t on Industry by the Alsea Basin Committee. 

F1.8....Compi1ed from d.ta received Irom U.. Jistr1ct 
Ranter Office, Waldport, Ore.; Aises Guard 
Stntin; and the Stete Foresters Office in 
Toledo, Ore. 

Fig.12...Sketched in the field with distances paced. 

Fi.l6...Compiled from the text of Alsea iver irainre 
Bsir by the Committee on Natural ;esources. 

Fi.17...Same as Fi.16. 

Fi.2O...ketched in the field with distances paced. 

FIE.23...Same as Fig.20. 

Fig.25...Same as Fig.20. 

FiE.28...Sne as Fi".2O. 

Fir.30...Adapted from Table 7, p.10, The Fishery eoource 

9_ e Alsea Basin by the OreEon State G3mo Comm. 

Fif:'.31...Sketched in the field with distances Daced. 

Fi.34...Compi1ed from text of Alsea dyer Drtinze 
Bsi by the Committee on Natursi esources. 


