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OREGON. Not Unnecessary Harassment w i I_D Li FE Our feature article last month brought forth one reaction that we didn't 
' really anticipate. We were challenged by one reader who wondered just why 

it was necessary for the state to interfere with his bringing fish into the state. 
July 1 977 After all, the logic went, it's his pond, his water, and his money that is 
Volume 32 No. 7 purchasing them. 

Past history here and elsewhere has shown very clearly that both fish and 
wildlife that are released in one area almost always end up in other areas OREGON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION 

Jack Steiwer, Chairman ................... Fossil ' they are at all adaptable to the habitat. 
Frank Pozzi, Vice Chairman ............. Portland A classic example is South Twin Lake in central Oregon. It has been 
Mrs. Allen Bateman ............... Kiamath Falls chemically treated four times to eliminate the roach or chubs that compete John Boyer ......................... Beilfountain 
Allan Kelly ............................. Portland t11 the trout. The treatments have been successful but the roach keep coming 
Walter Lofgren .......................... Portland back. The source of the roach is nearby Wickiup Reservoir where they occur Herbert Lundy ...................... Lake Oswego naturally. How they keep getting back into the lake is open to speculation 

but anglers and boats that are transferred back and forth between the lakes 
JOHN R. DONALDSON, Director are very suspect. 

Warm-water fish have appeared in many waters around the state where 
there are no official records of them ever being stocked. The species we have 
mentioned are a nuisance in the wrong places and it costs important dollars 

Oregon Wildlife is published monthly by the Oregon eliminate stunted populations of warm-water fish or huge populations of State Department of Fish and Wildlife. Volumes i 

through 28 were entitle4 Oregon Game Commission roach and other undesirable species. When one looks outside the boundaries 
Bulletin. of the state, it is easy to recognize some species that could be more than 

RON E. SHAY, Editor just a nuisance. 

Permission to reprint is granted; credit would be ap. The flesh-eating piranha from South America, if started in Oregon waters, preciated. could put a serious crimp on swimming and other water sports. The walking Oregon Wildlife is circulated free of charge. Please 
report change of address promptly giving both new catfish, now established in Florida, has been found to be very aggressive and 
and old addresses and zip codes. will "run out" desirable native species of fish. In addition, it is difficult to 
Second-clast postage paid at Portland, Oregon. eliminate because when chemicals are applied to the waters where it is found, 
Ail correspondence shauld be sent to: it leaves and walks to other waters. 

Th Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife Oregon's native game fish were the trout and salmon. The warm-water fish 
P.O. Box 3503 were introduced 50 or more years ago, so are well established on the scene. 1634 SW. Alder 

Portland, Or. 97208 These two groups of fish give us a tremendous variety of angling and can 
continue to do so if they are properly managed. However, sound management 
goes out the window if indiscriminate transferring of various species from one 
body of water to another takes place. Hence the law making a permit necessary 
for such activity. 

Such a permit doesn't mean a request will be turned down, but it does 
The Cover give the biological staff an opportunity to evaluate the waters and fish involved 

Western Oregon forest lands can pro- l3fld any possible disease problems. It may even save the applicant time and 
duce great numbers ofdeer but often they money if the biologist discovers the proposed fish probably won't make it 
are hard to find. See feature article for in the waters being considered. the results of the careful study of one Importing piranhas, walking catfish, and grass carp is against state law. forest area. The transferring of other species into or within the state is regulated to prevent 

mismanagement and also, very importantly, to prevent the introduction of 
various fish diseases from out of state or from one body of water to another 
in the state, Such diseases can be water borne and infest many miles of stream 
and acres of pond that connect in unseen ways to the small pond where the 

HUNTER EDUCATION fish are stocked. 

PROGRAM The fish transport permit requirement is not designed as harassment. It 
INSTRUCTORS APPROVED is designed to protect the resource from diseases and hopefully give a semblance 

Month of May ............... 13 
of control as to what goes on in Oregon's public waters. 

Total Active ................ 1,490 RES 
STUDENTS TRAINED 

Month of May .............. 600 Compact to Meet Total to Date ........... 241,669 
HUNTING CASUALTIES The Columbia River Compact will meet on July 29 to discuss the August 
REPORTED gillnet fishery in the lower Columbia River and the Indian treaty fall fisheiy 
IN 1977 above Bonneville Dam. The meeting will be hosted by the Washington 

Fatal ......................... O Department ofFisheries and will be held at the Inn at the Quay in Vancouver 
Nonfatal ..................... 3 starting at 10 a.m. 
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20 Years at 
McDonald Forest 

by Harold Sturgis 
ODFW District Biologist, Corvallis 

i 

During the McDonald Forest hunts, fish and wildlife management students from 
Oregon State University collected great amounts of data on the deer taken including 
weights, ages, and a variety of other things. 

Photo by Howard Horton 
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McDonald Forest is two tracts of 
Douglas fir forest land that total a 
little more than 20 square miles in 
area and lie in the Coast Range foot- 
hills not far north of Corvallis. Owned 
by Oregon State University and ad- 
ministered by the OSU School of 
Forestry, the forest is managed for 
timber, serves as an outdoor labora- 
tory for students, and is the site of 
a multitude of research projects. In 
addition, the area has been the site 
of experimental hunting seasons for 
more than 20 years, providing tens of 
thousands of days of recreation and 
thousands of deer to hunters who 
have participated, as well as some 
valuable lessons in black-tailed deer 
management. 

McDonald Forest - popularly 
termed "Mac" Forest - had been 
closed to hunting prior to 1953, when 
the first deer season was held on the 
area. A number of factors caused 
University and Wildlife Commission 
officials to propose a deer season on 
the area. Foresters had become aware 
of a serious problem with deer brows- 
ing on young conifer plantations and 
felt that harvest of some of the of- 
fenders offered a solution. In addition, 
here seemed to be a perfect opportu- 
nity to provide students from the 
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife 
experience with both hunters and 
deer in a checking station situation. 
By requiring all hunters to check in 
and out of the area, accurate records 
of hunter participation and deer bar- 
vest could be kept and much addi- 
tional information could be obtained 
on aspects of blacktail biology such 
as weights, measurements, age, and 
reproductive data. A principal objec- 
tive was to test the response of the 
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deer population to heavy annual 
hunting harvests. The season of 1954 
saw the first substantial hunting 
pressure and harvest. The area was 
open three days, with deer of either 
sex legal, and over 900 hunter days 
were recorded with well over 200 deer 
bagged, establishing a pattern which 
has been followed since in similar 
form. Subsequent seasons have been 
restricted to weekends only, with 
from two to eight days open to hunt- 
ing. Every season, with the exception 
of 1974, has included from two to six 
days following the close of the general 
deer season when anyone with an 
unused deer tag could hunt for deer 
of either sex. This opportunity fol- 
lowing the general season has been 
very popular and has attracted large 
numbers of hunters through the 
years. A substantial portion of all the 
deer taken from Mac Forest have 
been taken on such weekends. Hunter 
numbers attracted to the area have 
varied considerably from year to year, 
depending on hunting regulations in 
effect on adjacent areas. The highest 
numbers of hunters have visited Mac 
Forest during those seasons when few 
other post-season deer hunting op- 
portunities were available. A good 
example is the season of 1970, when 
few antlerless deer permits were is- 
sued for the general season and little 
other hunting was open at the time 
of the Mac Forest season. Almost 
2,000 hunters showed up at the 
checking station on the first Saturday 
that year. Such concentrations of 
hunters have resulted in deer harvests 
per square mile of area greater than 
ever recorded in any other part of 
western Oregon. 

All hunters had to check in and out 
of the special hunt area and were given 
maps so they would be sure they were 
in the area. Such close control provided 
the data for thorough study of the pro- 
ductivity of the area. 

McDonald Forest 
Deer Seasons Summary 

Season Length 
(Days) 

Year Total Either Hunter Deer 
Sex Days Harvested 

1954 3 3 909 212 
1955 2 2 1,465 251 
1956 2 2 1,454 223 
1957 4 4 1,438 315 
1958 4 4 1,349 277 
1959 6 2 1,845 243 
1960 8 4 3,496 504 
1961 8 4 3,220 424 
1962 8 4 3,212 290 
1963 8 6 4,749 498 
1964 8 4 4,124 418 
1965 8 4 2,997 256 
1966 8 2 2,507 244 
1967 8 4 3,168 338 
1968 8 4 2,968 284 
1969 6 2 2,615 221 
1970 6 6 7,477 608 
1971 6 4 5,189 425 
1972 8 2 1,702 100 
1973 6 2 3,577 353 
1974 6 0 1,621 72 

61,082 6,556 
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During the remainder of the 1950s 
the average annual deer harvest on 
McDonald Forest hovered between 
250 and 300 animals. The average of 
13 deer taken each year for each one 
of the area's 20 square miles during 
those years was ten times as great as 
the number taken from the average 
square mile in the rest of western 
Oregon. Even so, the record through 
1959 gave little indication of things 
to come. 

The eight-day season of 1960 drew 
a new high of almost 3,500 hunter 
days on Mac Forest and resulted in 
a record harvest of 504 deer, almost 
double the average of the previous six 
years and about 25 deer for every 
square mile of the forest, more than 
some biologists might have guessed 
the total population to be a few years 
earlier. But if the blacktails were 
hurting, they thdn't show it, for the 
following fall hunters again took a 
high harvest from the area, well over 
400 deer before the season was over. 
Then, amazingly, the pattern was 
repeated in 1963 and 1964 with har- 
vests of498 and 418 deer, respectively. 
Well over 2,100 deer were taken from 
a little more than 20 square miles of 
habitat during that five-year period! 

For the next five years things were 
"normal" again. Hunting pressure 
dropped and the annual harvest 
averaged between 250 and 300 deer. 
Then came 1970, a year when both 
general season and post-season hunt- 
ing opportunities were very limited 
elsewhere in western Oregon, and 
hunters descended upon McDonald 
Forest en masse for six days of either- 
sex deer hunting. When the smoke 
cleared, almost 7,500 hunter days of 
recreation had been recorded and 608 
deer taken! Another record, a decade 
after that astonishing harvest of 1960, 
and an almost unbelievable number 
of deer for such a small area! More 
than ample evidence that, after all 
those years of heavy hunting, the deer 
herd was indeed alive and well in 
Mac Forest. But surely, at last, the 
capacity of that population to replen- 
ish itself had been exceeded. Maybe 

Blacktail buck 

One of the better methods of aging deer is by examination of their teeth. A display 
of the teeth and jaws of various aged deer proved interesting to hunters participating 
in the McDonald Forest hunt. 
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so, but if so, not by much. A year later 
another 425 deer were taken from the 
area during a six-day season. And so 
the harvest has gone, year in, year 
out, as high as 608 and as low as 72, 
depending on hunting pressure, and 
averaging over 300 deer for every one 
of 21 years. 

The significance of the record quot- 
ed in preceding paragraphs lies in the 
fact that, in spite of very high bar- 
vests of deer in certain years, the 
population bas demonstrated a ca- 
pacity to rejuvenate in succeeding 
years (in three cases, in the year 
immediately following), clear evi- 
dence not only of deer numbers much 
higher than one might bave expected 
but annual fawn production that has 
more than compensated for the num- 
ber of deer taken by hunters. 

Deer are relatively short-lived ani- 
mais. During three years on Mac 
Forest the average age of deer taken 
was between two and one-half and 
three years and 84 to 86 percent of 

all animals taken were less than five 
years old. It can be seen from this 
that a very large part of ali the deer 
present in the population were born 
in the recent past and that if hunting 
were taking more deer than could be 
replaced annually, the effect would 
be obvious in only a year or two and 
would show in the form of a much 
reduced yield to the hunter. 

McDonald Forest has not only re- 
vealed to us the high productivity of 
a healthy blacktail population; it has 
provided an opportunity to test the 
long-term effect on a deer herd of 
heavy annual harvests of female deer. 
Critics of this always controversial 
management practice maintain that 
the harvest of doe deer spells doom 
for a deer population. Look at the 
record in Mac Forest : During the past 
21 years, 43 percent of all the deer 
taken by hunters have been females. 
That's a lot of doe deer. Yet, as we 
have seen, the population has re- 
mained healthy and productive. 

Perhaps the most surprising thing 
about Mac Forest is not the number 
of deer that live there, or the produc- 
tivity of those deer. The most surpris- 
ing thing is how ordinary a piece of 
deer country Mac Forest appears to 
be compared to other parts of the 
Coast Range. A casual stroll through 
Mac Forest, when there are few or 
no other people there to move the 
deer around, will show you fewer deer 
than you are likely to see in many 
other areas in western Oregon. Con- 
trary to what the record might sug- 
gest to one who has never been there, 
it is not a deer feediot, pocked with 
tracks and browsed bare. Department 
spotlight counts in Mac Forest con- 
sistently turn up fewer deer seen per 
mile of travel than in many other 
areas generally considered good 
blacktail country. Chances are, your 
favorite buck pasture gives the ap- 
pearance of having as many or more 
deer than Mac Forest. Chances are, 
it does. Think about that. 
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Porpoises, Dolphins and Mahi Mahi 

by Ron Shay 
In the past several months we have 

had an occurrence take place in a 
restaurant that is a bit disturbing and 
very indicative of the misinformation 
and confusion about fish and wildlife 
that exist at times. 

A diner perusing the menu looks 
down the list of seafoods and spots 
Mahi Mahi on the menu. The conver- 
sation usually drifts to talk of a trip 
to Hawaii where this is a favorite dish 
and then, in at least two cases that 
we overheard, ended when one of the 
diners said, "Oh, but I just couldn't 
think of eating FLIPPER." In case 
you aren't a television fan, FLIPPER 
is the well-trained dolphin that res- 
cues people and does other assorted 
man-oriented acts in addition to 
being a great buddy to a family of 
youngsters. In this case of name con- 
fusion it is easy to understand why 
there is confusion. The critter playing 
the part of the marine mammal friend 
of the folks in the FLIPPER series 
is properly called a dolphin. 

However, also commonly called a 
dolphin is a highly prized game fish 
that provides the fine eating known 
as Mahi Mahi. The dolphin, fish that 
is, (Coryphaena hippurus) is found 
around the world in tropical and 
subtropical waters. These are a 
brightly colored, rather unusually 
shaped fish. The world record one 
weighed 85 pounds and was taken off 
the Bahamas. In the western Atlantic 
they are found wherever there are 
warm waters of the Gulf Stream, so 
are caught off our southern states and 
Mexico. Also, obviously, they are a 
popular fish in the Pacific in the 
waters around the Hawaiian Islands. 
The delicate, white-meated flesh, 
when prepared properly, is a gour- 
met's delight. This is Mahi Mahi - 
not the mammal, the dolphin. 

Common names also bring about 
confusion when one talks about the 
mammals 'a1led dolphins and then 
tries to sort out the difference be- 
tween a dolphin and a porpoise. Ac- 
cording to "Marine Mammals of Cali- 
foÑia" by Anita Daugherty, 
"Properly speaking, the long-beaked 
forms are called dolphins, while the 
small, snubby-nosed forms, especially 
OREGON WILDLIFE 

Dolphin (Mahi Mahi, a fish) 

Common or Baird Dolphin (a mammal) 

Harbor Porpoise 

those of the genus Phocoena, are 
called porpoises, But the terms are 
often used interchangeably." 

As one would suspect, these marine 
mammals are closely related to the 
whales. Actually the scientific order 
Cetacea includes them all and the 
common naming sometimes depends 
much on the size of the individuals. 
The continuum is indicated by the 
name of one of the animals found off 
our Pacific Coast called the Northern 
Right Whale Dolphin. He is some- 
where between the size of the killer 
whale and some of the smaller dol- 

sketches not to scale 

phins. 
There is a fascinating world of 

marine mammals but the dolphin you 
eat does not belong to it. Such confu- 
sion of common names is one reason 
scientists use the rather involved 
names such as the one we mentioned 
above for the dolphin (fish). Such 
names are universal and mean the 
same creature to a scientist in any 
country. But to the point of all of 
this - if you see Mahi Mahi on the 
menu and like fish, give it a try. You 
won't be eating Flipper or any of his 
close relatives! 
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Great Blue Herons 
by Jim Heintz 

ODFW District Biologist, Salem 

Though they are commonly seen 
along the waterways of Oregon, few 
people know much about the Great 
Blue Heron. It is the large slate-blue 
wading bird you may have seen 
standing motionless on some stream 
or pond and called it a crane or stork 
or even a shitepoke. 

One of the most obvious ways to 
tell a great blue heron from a crane 
is by their flight characteristics. 
Cranes fly with their necks out- 
stretched while the great blue heron 
flies with its neck in an "S" curve and 
its head held back close to its 
shoulders. 

Next to the sandhill crane, the 
great blue heron is Oregon's largest 
wading bird. It stands 4 feet tall and 
is a thin, spindly-legged bird with a 
long neck and a 6-inch bayonet-type 
bill. It is timid but can and will defend 
itself with its bill. 

It has a 6-foot wingspread and its 
ffight is a slow, strong, and steady 
beat. 

During the fall and winter, great 
blue herons are solitary figures that 
wander widely in search of food. 
Every pond, creek, lake, and river, 
marsh and field where their prey are 
found are likely spots to find them. 
In the spring and summer they gather 
together in groups to raise their 
young in places called heronries or 
rookeries. 

Heronries are simply a cluster of 
heron nests concentrated in a few 
trees. The heronries are occupied by 
the herons from February to August 
of each year. The remainder of the 
year the heronries are left empty. 
Why these birds nest in colonies is 
open to speculation. Perhaps mutual 
protection for the young raised within 
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them could be one reason. As few as 
one and as many as an estimated 300 
nests have been found in Oregon 
heronries. The great blue heron uses 
the same heronry year after year. One 
heronry in Warner Valley has been 
known to be in existence over 100 
years. 

In the Willamette Valley there are 
30 or more heronries located along the 
main stem Willamette River. Most of 
them are located in secluded stands 
of hardwood trees along the banks 
and on islands of the Willamette. 
Most heronries are located in areas 
of little disturbance by man and in 
the upper part of the trees 40 to 100 
feet from the ground. On the Oregon 
coast, heronries are found in trees 

f'such as spruce, red alder, hemlock, 
and oak. East of the Cascades they 
have been found in pine trees, tules, 
and on the ground. 

During early February the herons 
start arriving at the heronries and 
spend a lot of time standing around 
on their nests. After their early arriv- 
al, they work at refurbishing their 
nests. They may even add a couple 
of new nests and continue to stand 
around some more. They don't get 
around to laying eggs until the last 
of February. 

The heron nest is no great engi- 
neering feat. The nests vary in size 
from i to 4 feet across and, when 
found in trees, are usually built in the 
crotches of lateral branches. They 
make shallow nests of twigs and sticks 
woven together. When they finally 
get around to laying eggs, they lay 
three to seven bluish-green eggs - 
which take about 28 days to incubate. 

They are asynchronous hatchers, 
which means their eggs are laid over 

a period of time and don't all hatch 
on the same day. There may be as 
much as seven days separating the 
oldest from the youngest nestling. 
This gives the older nestling a big 
advantage over the younger nestlings 
when competing for food. When food 
supplies are short, the youngest 
nestlings are more likely to die of 
starvation but when food supplies are 
plentiful, they are more apt to sur- 
vive. This is one of Mother Nature's 
seemingly cruel but effective means 
of balancing a bird population with 
available food supplies. 

On the average, only two or three 
nestlings survive at each successful 
nest in the heronry. Besides starva- 
tion, there are other factors such as 
accidents, predation, and disease that 
keep the nesting success of the 
heronry from reaching its full poten- 
tial. 

Most of the time, heronries are 
found within a short distance of the 
herons' food supply. Most of the 
heronries in the Willamette Valley 
are found within a quarter-mile of the 
Wilamette and its tributaries. In the 
coastal area they have been located 
no more than 10 miles away from 
their food supply. However, great 
blue herons can and do fly long dis- 
tances to get to a food source. 

A gourmet dinner for a heron con- 
sists of fish, frogs, aquatic insects, 
mice, shrews, snakes, salamanders, 
and the like. They are mainly a 
shallow water feeder but are often- 
times seen in fields where they hunt 
rodents. While hunting prey, they 
usually stand motionless or walk 
slowly, waiting for prey to come with- 
in range. While their bill is pointed 
straight ahead, their eyes are such 

that they can see downward so as to 
catch any unwary prey in the water 
or on the ground around them. When 
the right time comes, their long neck 
streaks forward and their prey is ei- 
ther stabbed or seized in their bill. 
Their victim is then swallowed whole. 

Young herons are fed by the adults 
regurgitating food for them. The 
adult brings the food to the nest and 
then regurgitates it either into the 
gullet of the nestling or into the bot- 
tom of the nest. The young are fed 
by the adults for 11 to 12 weeks. 

By 8 to 9 weeks the young are able 
to make short flights around the 
heronries and by 11 to 12 weeks are 
able to leave the nest and be on their 
own. When the young leave the nest, 
so do the adults; and soon the 
heronry will be empty until the cycle 
begins again next spring. 

The great blue heron has been per- 
secuted by many. They have been 
destroyed for their feathers which 
were used to decorate hats, killed 
wantonly by thoughtless people, and 
destroyed because they eat fish. Be- 
cause of laws enacted in 1918* their 
person was protected but not their 
habitat, which has continued to be 
destroyed because we need more land 
cleared for farming, more logs to be 
cut for lumber, more gravel for con- 
crete, etc. Still they survive. And 
today, because of concerned people 
and such programs as the Willamette 
Greenway, their environment is now 
getting some protection at last. Be- 
cause more people are concerned, 
they will survive as one of Oregon's 
most beautiful and solitary birds.LJ 

*Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
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This and That 
compiled by Ken Durbin 

Bird Tricks 
"Tricks to Control Birds" is a leaf- 

let that could be helpful to home- 
owners and gardeners. It includes 
ways to keep birds from nesting where 
they don't belong, keeping wood- 
peckers from damaging buildings and 
scaring birds away from fruit trees. 
There is a falcon silhouette in the 
leaflet which can be cut out; it saves 
birds from flying into windows or 
glass doors. Write Department of In- 
tenor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Washingon, D.C. 20240. 

* 

on May 23 President Carter sent 
the Congress a comprehensive envi- 
ronmental package which includes 
legislative proposals and executive 
orders directed toward preserving 
wilderness, wildlife, and natural and 
historic resources, controlling air and 
water pollution, and reducing toxic 
chemicals in the environment. 

Listed in the Administration's 
summary of its environmental pack- 
age are the following steps to protect 
wildlife. -A $295 million, five-year program 
to rehabilitate and improve the Wild- 
life Refuge System. - Improved protection for non- 
game wildlife. - An accelerated effort to identify 
habitat critical to the survival and 
recovery of endangered species. - An Executive Order restricting 
the introduction of potentially harm- 
ful foreign plants and animals into 
the United States. 

* 

General Truths 
Some things a sportsman should 

know: 
1. Hunting and fishing partners 

always oversleep. 
2. Fences are always two inches 

higher than your legs reach. 
3. Hip boots only leak in cold water. 
4. Wood is wettest when matches are 

fewest. 
5. Don't be the only one in a party 

with a game bag. 
Missouri Conservationist 

* 

Most Wilderness to Require Permit 
Permits will be required in 12 of 

16 wildernesses in the national forests 
of Oregon and Washington this sum- 
mer, according to the U.S. Forest 
Service. 

Permits will be required for all 
visits to Diamond Peak, Eagle Cap, 
Mountain Lakes, Mt. Hood, Mt. Jef- 
ferson, Mt. Washington, Strawberry 
Mountain, and Three Sisters Wilder- 
nesses in Oregon and for overnight 
trips only to the Glacier Peak, Goat 
Rocks, Mt. Adams, and Pasayten 
Wildernesses in Washington. No per- 
mit is required for the new Alpine 
Lakes Wilderness in Washington, the 
Gearhart Mountain and Kalmiopsis 
Wildernesses in Oregon, and the new 
Hells Canyon Wilderness bordering 
the Snake River. 

The permit system will be in effect 
from June 15 to November 15 except 
for the Glacier Peak and Eagle Cap 
Wildernesses where it is in effect all 
year. 

The Rise Before the Fall? 
America's love for the big car ap- 

parently is unfazed by rising gasoline 
prices and conservation urgings. Au- 
tomakers idled thousands of workers 
in February because of a small car 
sales slump but heavy overtime was 
scheduled at big car plants. In fact, 
big car sales have climbed nearly 30 
percent. One analyst suggested that 
the car-buying public was having a 
"last fling". 

Audubon Econotes 
Write the President 

Have you ever wanted to tell the 
President how much concern you feel 
about wildlife, the declining quality 
of our environment, and then let him 
know what action you feel will help 
solve the problems? 

According to an article in the WIL- 
DERNESS REPORT, published by 
The Wilderness Society, President 
Carter thinks the American people 
have good ideas about all kinds of 
problems - and he wants to hear 
about them. Your ideas can be pre- 
sented to the President by writing 
The People's Program, The White 
House, Washington, D.C. 20050. 

All letters are read and reviewed 
by a special committee and legitimate 
suggestions are brought to President 
Carter's attention. 

Black Death 
There's more to an oil spill than 

meets the feathers. As was found with 
certain pesticides, amounts too small 
to kill a bird directly may still inter- 
fere with reproduction. The quality 
of yolk and shell and the quantity 
of eggs laid all decreased when quail 
were fed a single dose of fuel oil. Birds 
in a spill area often swallow oil while 
trying to feed or preen. 

Pennsylvania Game News 
* 

Camping Guide Available 
The 1977 edition of "Camping in 

the National Park System" is cur- 
rently available from the U.S. Goy- 
ernment Printing Office. The pocket- 
sized guide provides information on 
fees, visitor regulations and facilities, 
safety and back country camping. 
Included in the booklet is a tabular 
listing of more than 400 campgrounds 
in 99 park areas from the Virgin Is- 
lands to Hawaii. To obtain a copy of 
the guide, write the Superintendent 
of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402 and ask for stock number 024- 
005-00668-1. The cost is 70 per copy, 
payable by check or money order. 

Conservation News 
* 

Call and Cough 
As a protest against the House 

passing a bill delaying the imposition 
of new, tougher auto emission stand- 
ards, the National Wildlife Federa- 
tion has asked its 3.5 million members 
to "Call your Congressman - and 
cough!" 

The National Wildlife Federation, 
in a letter to its affiliates in all 50 
states, urged a nationwide "coughing 
campaign" to "call attention to the 
fact that the House of Repre- 
sentatives, in amending the Clear Air 
Act, has placed the interests of the 
auto industry above those of the air- 
breathing public." 

Thomas L. Kimball, executive vice 
president of the NWF, said he hoped 
other individuals and environmental 
organizations would join in the cam- 
paign before a similar bill comes to 
a vote in the Senate. "We're deadly 
serious about this," Kimball said. 
"It's no joke. If enough voters make 
themselves heard, then I think we- - 
can undo this mischief." 

* 
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Biologists set a gilinet at Elk Lake in the Century Drive area of central Oregon. 
The catch will tell many things about the lake including distributions and condition 
of the fish. 

Craig Ely tests the water of a mountain 
stream. 

OREGON WILDLIFE 

SUMMER 
WORK-TRAINING 

On-the-job experience is the best 
sort of training, especially if the expe- 
rience also completes a job in much 
less time than it would take other- 
wise. 

This logic has rung true in the 
Department's Central Region for 
many years. 

Each year in June, district biolo- 
gists meet for four days with summer 
employes at a camp near Crane 
Prairie Reservoir. During these four 
days the new workers are introduced 
to the people they will be working 
with and also given the highlights of 
what their summer with the Depart- 
ment will mean. 

This combined work force also mo- 
bilizes to do the annual fish popula- 
tion studies in the lakes and streams 
of the Century Drive area. 

Photos by Ken Durbin 

A gillnet catch yields a variety 
of fish. Game fish are examined 
while rough fish are counted to 
determine percentage of popula- 
tion. Most of the fish in this net 
were roach or chubs. 
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Nongame Award 
A Kiamath Falls man, James L. 

O'Donahue, recently became the first 
recipient of an award of recognition 
from the Fish and Wildlife Depart- 
ment for special efforts in the field 
of nongame wildlife conservation. 

The award was presented in Kla- 
math Falls by Fish and Wildlife 
Commission member Louisa Bate- 
man from that area. 

O'Donahue has been well known in 
the Kiamath Falls area for many 
years for his active interest in wildlife, 
particularly nongame wildlife. He is 
a self-taught ornithologist, herpitolo- 
gist, and general ecologist, and a rec- 
ognized authority on bird and reptile 
species in the area. He has been par- 
ticularly active with slide shows and 
other programs in educational efforts 
both in and out of the schools, with 
special emphasis on teaching people 
respect and appreciation for reptiles, 
an animal group feared and disliked 
by many. 

In the past, O'Donahue has been 
active in helping with wildlife emer- 
gencies such as a severe outbreak of 
botulism in waterfowl in 1949 and 

Hunt-Fish Day Mat 
The National Sports Shooting 

Foundation, which originated the 
idea of National Hunting and Fishing 
Day held each year in September, can 
provide help to clubs or individuals 
that wish to conduct open houses, 
sportsmen's shows, or other activities 
for the public on that day. This year 

Snaggers Snagged 
A large tip of the hat to District 

Judge L. A. Cushing of Grants Pass 
is in order from all sportsmen con- 
cerned with the lax treatment of fish 
and game law violators. According to 
the Grants Pass Courier, Judge Cush- 
ing recently fined seven young men 
who admitted snagging salmon in the 
Rogue River $205 each and took their 
hunting and fishing licenses away 
from them for five years. 

OREGON 
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winter feeding for wild game birds 
during the severe winter of 1949-50. 

He is probably most known in re- 
cent years for his efforts in doctoring 
orphaned, sick, and injured wildlife, 
especially eagles, hawks, and owls. He 
is one of the few private individuals 
in Oregon having a federal wildlife 
holding permit. He receives raptors 
for care from all over Oregon and 
northern California. The birds are 
cared for and returned to the wild, 
if possible, as quickly as they are able 
to care for themselves. He has been 
directly responsible for releasing 
nearly 100 eagles back to the wild and 
has doctored probably several times 
that many hawks and owls plus many 
other birds ranging all the way from 
hummingbirds to sandhill cranes. 

O'Donahue is active in the Kla- 
math Basin Nature Society, Kiamath 
Historical Society, the National 
Wildlife Federation, and other groups 
and has received many other awards 
over the years for his efforts in wildlife 
conservation. 

The Fish and Wildlife Department 
initiated a nongame recognition pro- 

erials Available 
they have added a number of new 
items to their repedoire of NHF Day 
aids. 

The biggest addition is a special 
slide presentation containing 55 slides 
and a half-hour taped message fea- 
turing scores of ideas on how to im- 
prove or expand a program. 

Two of the seven received addition- 
al fines of $310 and 10-day jail sen- 
tences, according to the Courier story. 

Also, each of the seven faces an 
additional 30-day jail term unless he 
completes a comprehensive essay 
about salmon and salmon fishing in 
Oregon. The judge commented, "The 
idea (of the essay) is to convince them 
it's not by accident there are fish in 
the river." 

gram some time back and O'Donahue 
is the first individual to receive the 
award. The award is simply a toke 
thank you from the Department to - 
individuals or groups that have made 
special efforts on behalf of nongame 
wildlife. There is no limit to the num- 
ber of awards given and the Depart- 
ment is happy to accept nominations 
for the award on a continuing basis. 

Those who know of a person or 
group they feel would qualify are 
invited to submit the following infor- 
mation to the Fish and Wildlife 
Department. Nominations should in- 
elude: 
1. Name and address of individual or 

group 
2. Species of nongame wildlife bene- 

fited 
3. Location of project and a photo if 

possible 
4. A brief description of the project 

or efforts with an explanation of 
how nongame wildlife has been 
helped. 
Entries should be addressed to the 

Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
Wildlife Division, P. 0. Box 3503, 
Portland, Oregon 97208. E 

Clubs can order a special "All- 
Inclusive Packet" which contains the 
complete slide presentation, several 
hundred stickers, numerous posters, 
and other materials at $44.50, or they 
can obtain a special "Starter Kit" at 
$2 from National Hunting and Fish- 
ing Day, 1075 Post Road, Riverside, 
Connecticut G6878. Q 

The judge ordered each of them to 
work independently and said he 
would not accept any essays that 
were copied from another. Cushing 
added, "A salmon is a pretty desirable 
thing - a lot of people have never 
caught one. Some people want to be 
pigs and take more than their share, 
and even take them by illegal meth- 
ods - this has got to stop."[] 

- 


