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THE SUCCESS OF CARL RAYMOND GRAY 
SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS AT OREGON STATE COLLEGE 

CHAPTER I 

LNTRODUCTION 

The Union Pacific Railroad Company under the direction 

of its President Carl Raymond Gray inaugurated, in 1921, in 

the Stete of Nebrskn, pror&m of offering scholarships 

to 4-H Club members et the stRte agricultursi college. 

These scholarships met with generel favor, and this 

inspired President Grey to extend the pien into all ot the 

states served by the Union Pacific Railroad and to include 

pupils in home economics end vooctional agriculture in the 

program. 

The scholarships have been made available annually 

since 1921 until the present date. There hes been, how- 

ever, a decline in recent years in the number of these 

scholarships requested end actually used as compared with 

the number of soholerships offered. 3inoe the Carl Raymond 

Gray Scholarships are available to Oregon high school 

pupils, nd since the scholarships are not being utilized, 

lt was thought that a study of the conditions surrounding 

these scholarships might indicate a possible solution to 

this decreased interest In them. 

The purpose of this study evolves Into an effort to 

determine the effectiveness of the Carl Raymond Gray 
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Scholarship awards insofar as this may be shown by the 

achievements and the present status of former student re- 

cipients from the field of vocational agriculture in Oregon 

who may now be engaged either in various phases of agricul- 

ture or in other occupations. 

It is hoped that the study will provide useful infor- 

mation in regard to the usefulness of the Carl Raymond Gray 

Scholarship awards and, in addition, provide some useful 

background information which may be helpful in determining 

the effectiveness of scholarships in general. 

In making this investigation and evaluation to deter- 

mine the successfulness of the Carl Raymond Gray Scholar- 

ship recipients at Oregon State College, it was necessary 

to secure data concerning the records of accomplishment of 

the individuals who have used the scholarships. It was 

proposed to interview the recipients by questionnaire and 

to evaluate, as far as reasonably possible, their present 

status for the purpose of determining the general benefits 

they might have derived from the training received. Addi- 

tional data to be assembled arid analyzed were obtained 

from the Registrar's office of Oregon State College, Cor- 

valus, Oregon. 

Three major sources of data were available in evalu- 

ating the effectiveness of these Carl Raymond Gray Scholar- 

ships in Oregon: (a) results of previous studies, 
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(b) specific information secured from the scholarship 

recipients by questionnaire, and (o) en examination of the 

Oregon State College records in the Registrar's office for 

the quality of scholarship, continuity of school work, 

other degrees secured, and major field of study of the re- 

cipients. 

Due to the impossibility of contacting personally 

each recipient of one of these scholarships awarded in 

Oregon, a questionnaire was sent to each recipient asking 

for the desired information. 

The questionnaire included the following items: (a) 

the home environment at the time the scholarship was 

awarded; (b) high school record and curricular and extra- 

curricular activities, including vocational agriculture; 

(o) college activities; (a) ocoupetionai. activities since 

leaving college; (e) present 000upation and community 

activities; (t) personal evaluation of the influence of 

the scholarship on the recipient's creer; (g) the recip- 

ient's evaluation of his high school vocational agricul- 

ture program and college experience; and (h) his general 

comments. 

No attempt was made In the drafting of the question- 

naire to obtain information concerning the college grades 

of the student. It was believed that the results would 
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be more accurate 1f this information was obtained from 

the official files of 0reon state College. 

A circular letter was mailed to each recipient of the 

scholarship award setting forth the purpose of this survey 

and giving specific instructions for supplying the Infor- 

mation requested. The return of the questionnaire in an 

enclosed, self-addressed, stamped envelope was requested. 

The circuler letter and accompanying questionnaire 

were mailed to all of the Individuals receiving Carl flay- 

mond Grey Scholarship awards for the years 1926 through 

1950. 

,uestionnaIres were naIled to 250 winners and alter- 

fletes who were recipients of these scholarship awards. 

Many of the questionnaires were returned promptly. One 

hundred and twenty-three letters were returned for moor- 

rect addresses or other reasons. Follow-up letters were 

sent to 184 of these award winners. ñnety usable ques- 

tionnaires were received from users of these scholarships, 

and these form the basis of this study. 

In this thesis, a ttvocational agriculture student" 

is defined as: .k person over fourteen years of age who 

has entered upon or who Is preparing to enter upon the 

business of farming and who is regularly registered in a 

bone f ide or officially recognized program of vocational 
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agriculture training in u high school. The instruction is 

of less than college grade. 

A "Carl Raymond Cray Scholarship" is defined as: 

An award of lOO.00 offered annually by the tJnion Pacific 

Railroad Company to selected high school graduates who bave 

satisfactorily completed a vocational agriculture course. 

The historical background of the Carl Raymond Grey 

Scholarship awards so tar as it Is known to this writer is 

presented in the following ch&pter of this thesis. Only 

one study of the Carl Raymond Grey scholarship awards has 

been found by this writer. This was made in 1949 by esley 

D. Soulier and submitted as a thesis to the Utah State 

Agricultural College. A summary of this study is presented 

in Chapter II of this thesis. 

The general effectiveness of scholarships in general 

hes also long been a controversial topic axnon both educa- 

tors and the general public, as well as among the recipi- 

ents of scholarship awards. A brief discussion of the 

purposes and values of scholarships in general is also 

presented in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER II 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Union Pacific Railroad under the direction of its 
president, Carl Raymond Gray, inaugurated, in 1921, in the 

State of Nebraska, n pigrsxn of offering scholarships to 

4-H Glub members to be used at the State Agricultural Col- 

lege--a part of the University of Nebraska. 

These scholarships met with general favor, and this 

fact inspired President Gray to extend the plan into the 

other states traversed by the Union Pacific Railroad and 

to Include home economics students and students of voon- 

tional agriculture in the scholarship program. 

Mr. Gray's primary purpose in authorizing these 

scholarship awards was to encourage the advancement of 

efficient and profitable agriculture throughout the West. 

In addition, be hoped to show the RaIlroad's cooperative 
intere5t, along with that of various state mnd federa1 

agencies and county and local organizations, in encourag- 

Ing higher standards In all phases of agriculture and of 

farm life by awarding scholarships to farm youth for the 

purpose of assisting them to further their educations in 

agriculture and home economics et the college level. 

In 1922, one year after the Inauguration of the pro- 

gram in Nebraska, scholarships were awarded to 4-H Club 
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members In Coloredo, Idaho, Kansas, MontanFi, NevndR, Ore- 

gori, Utah, Vash1ngton, end Vyomlng. By 1926, the program 

was fully established and the awards were made available 

to selected students in every county of the eleven estern 

states actually or directly served by the Union Pacific 

Railroad. 

Under the prevailing plan, each oounty Is entitled to 

two scholarships each year, one to be awarded to the out- 

standing pupil in vocational agriculture and the other to 

the outstanding 4-H Club member, with an alternate desig- 

nated In each oase. The awarding of these scholarships is 

under the direction of the state supervisor of vocational 

agriculture and the state director of agricultural exten- 
abri or the state 4-H Club leader, respectively. 

In the beginning, the awards were known as the Union 

Pacific Scholarships; but, in September of 1939, the offi- 

cisl name was changed to Carl Raymond Gray Scholarships In 

honor of their founder. 

As far es is known to this writer, one study only has 

been made concerning the effectiveness of the Carl Raymond 

Gray Scholarship awards. es1ey D. Soulier, In 1949, sub- 

mitted e thesis to the Utah Stete Agricultural College 

entitled, "To Determine to Vhat Extent the Carl Raymond 

Grey Scholarships are Functioning In r1ens of Their 

Original Purposes." 
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Soulier in his study of the effectiveness of the Carl 

Raymond Gray Scholarship awards (4, pp.l-4) limited his 

study to the recipients of the award in the sixteen coun- 

ties in the State of Utah in which they were offered. His 

study covered both the vocational agriculture and the 4-H 

Club recipients. There was a total of four hundred forty- 

five recipients. The questionnaire-and-letter method of 

obtaining the desired Information was used, with a ninety- 

two per cent effectiveness. 

Soulier in his study of the Carl iaymond bray Schol- 

arship recipients in Utah found that only seventy per cent 

of the available scholarships were used and that the per 

cent of use was higher in the leading agricultural coun- 

ties than in counties in which agriculture was less Impor- 

tant. In his statement summarizing the scholarship usage, 

Soulier wrote: "It seems evident that a seventy per cent 

usage of the scholarship is low. The failure to use 

thirty per cent of the scholarships would seem to be a 

joint responsibility of the vocetional agriculture instruc- 

tor, the 4-H club supervisor, and the Utah State Agricul- 

turai ollege.!I 

Sixty-four per cent of the students in vocational 

agriculture who had received Carl Raymond Gray Scholar- 

ships in Utah were, at the time at which Soulier wrote his 

thesis, engaged in farming or occupations related to 



terming or plenning to enter fermlng et some future time-- 

generelly et the completions of their college courses. 

Although Soulier (4, p.33) wrote: "Keeping in mind that 

the original purpose in owarding these scholarships vss to 

encourage the advencement of efficient end profitable 

agriculture throughout the eres served by the Union 

Pacific Railroad, these stetistics indicate that the sohol- 

arships are serving their purpose well," one may wonder 

whether this percentage, which is less than two-thirds, 

should be considered es satisfactory or not. 

The determination of the velue of issuance of sohol- 

arships to high school and to college students bas long 

been e controversial topic. It is not the purpose of this 

study to determine or attempt to determine the merits of 

scholarships in general but, rather, to attempt either to 

show the positive values or the total or partial failure 

of the Carl Raymond Crey Scholarship awards for vocational 

agriculture students in Oregon to serve the purposes for 

which they are made. 

Scholarships of various kinds and of vrying amounts 

of money are offered to high school pupils annually. The 

bases on which they are awarded are es numerous and as 

varied es the number awarded. 

Eun2merville (5, pp.1-76), in 1936, made a study of 

scholarships offered to secondary school graduates by 
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colleges nd universities. This study included n enalysis 

of 7,603 students with scholarships ewsrded by sixty-six 

colleges end universities. He discovered that colleges 

and universities ere donors of forty-five per cent end 

that stetes are donors of tMrty-five per cent, with pri- 

vete individuals end foundations ewarding the rest. The 

scholarships ranged in value from less then seventy-five 

dollars to one hundred fifty dollars end more a year. He 

found thet the items considered in awarding these scholar- 

ships were: high scholnrship standing, finenclal need, 

character, leadership, personality, and promise of future 

usefulness. Appreciation of the award received and 

aggressiveness in using it well would be valuable eddi- 

tional considerations--if they could be determined. 

Scholarships awarded to individuals who plan to attend 

a college or university without consideration of their 

relatively high academic standing in high school have not 

proven practical In the past. An outstanding example of 

such a scholarship award and its subsequent revision is 

found in the Bernard Lialy 1ducctional Fund Scholarship in 

eregon. Sheytbe (3, p.1-8?), in 1935, made a study of the 

history of the Dernerd Daly Fund. The bernard Daly Fund 

was set up in the will of bernard i)aly of Lakeview, Oregon. 

It provided "a complete college education for most of the 

youth of Lake Qounty who wish it, with the necessary 
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expenses to be paid from the income of the bequest." No 

restrictions were made originally for the selection of 

students to receive these benefits and anyone residing in 

Lake County, Oregon, was eligible to reoeive the available 

funds only provided he registered in a college or univer- 

s i ty. 

The Board of Trustees of the Daly Fund soon found 

that some restrictive provisions should be set up for re- 

cipients of the scholarship to meet, if these awards were 

to be at all well used. teoeiving advice from officials 

of Oregon State College and the University of regon, they 

set up regulations for awarding the funds. Jmong the more 

important provisions set up by them for selection of Daly 

Fund scholarships were: academic standing in high sohool 

in upper one-third of the oleas; re-election to the schol- 

arship each year to be dependent upon the quality of the 

college work during the preceding year; and financial 

need. 

Scholarships, when given to worthy individuals having 

high academic ability end financial need, are worthy and 

serve definite purposes in our society. (1) Scholar- 

ships, when presented on other bases, may not serve such 

definite purposes or not serve them well. It is often the 

case that e student who attempts college work end does not 

make a success of it acquires e handicap psychoLgicelly 
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snd socially that seriously injures his usefulness to him- 

self and to society. 
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OIIAPTER III 

TECHNIQ.UEB AND PROQEDURLS OF STUDY 

The tact that Oregon vocetlonel egriculture pupils 

were using only s smell fraction of the available Carl 

Raymond Gray Scholerships had been apparent to Union 

Pacific Railroad officials end to staff members of the 

department of agricultural education t Oregon State Col- 

lege for sever8l years before 1950. In an effort to de- 

termine the causes of this lack of use of the scholar- 

ships, this study was undertaken. 

The purpose of the study was that of determining the 

effectiveness of the Carl Raymond Gray Scholarship awards 

as shown by the achievements and the present vocational 

status of the student recipients In vocational agriculture 

in Oregon who are engaged in various phases of 8.griculture 

or in other related occupations. The young women who re- 

ceived. these awards for their accomplishments in home 

economics were not studied at all by this writer. 

The problem of the study becanie twofold: that of 

determining the success of Carl Raymond Gray Scholarship 

recipients et Oregon State College, and that of determin- 

Ing whether the Carl Raymond Gray Scholarships were fune- 

tioning well in terms of their original purpose in the 

State of Oregon. 
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In m8klng this 1nvestigtion to determine the suc- 

cess of Carl Rarmond Grey oho1rship reoipients et Oregon 

State College, lt wes necessary to secure date concerning 

the records of socomplishment of the Individuals who have 

used these scholarships. It was proposed to obtain infor- 

matlon about these recipients by questionnaire and to 

evaluate in a very general manner their present status for 

the purpose of determining the general benefits derived 

from the training received. Additional data to be assem- 

bled and analyzed were obtained from the Registrar's 

office of Oregon Stete Oollege. 

In the determination of the general degree of s000m- 

plishment of the purpose of the Carl Raymond Gray Scholar- 

ships in Oregon, it was believed that the analysis of the 

data provided from the questionnaire would produce the de- 

sired results. 

Three major sources of data were available in evalu- 

ating the effectiveness of the Carl Raymond Gray Scholar- 

ships; (a) results of previous studies, (b) specific 

information secured from the scholarship recipients by 

questionnaire, and (o) an examination of the Oregon State 

College records of the scholarship recipients at the 

Registrar's office for scholarship, continuity of school 

work, other degrees secured, end major fields of study. 



15 

Due to the impossibility of conteoting each recipient 

of the Carl Raymond Grey Scholarship in Oregon personally, 

a questionnaire was sent to each recipient asking for the 

needed information. 

The questionnaire included the following items: (a) 

home environment at the time the scholarship was awarded; 

(b) high school record of both curricular and extraourrlc- 

uler activities, including vocational agriculture; (o) 

college activities; (d) occupational activities since 

leaving college; (e) present occupation, and community 

activities; (f) personal evaluation of the influence of 

the scholarship on the recipient's career; (g) the recipi- 

ent's evaluation of his high school vocational agriculture 

program end college experience; and (h) general comments. 

A circuler or ucerrier letter was mailed to each 

recipient of the scholarship award setting forth the pur- 

pose of the survey and giving specific instructions for 

the supplying of the information desired. The return of 

the questionnaire in en enclosed, self-addressed, stamped 

envelope was requested 

The circuler letter and accompanying questionnaire 

were mailed to all of the individuals receiving Carl 

Raymond Gray Scholarship awards for the years 1926 through 

l 50. 
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Quostionnaires were ni1ed to 250 wInners nd 1ter- 

ntes who were recipients of these scholership wards. 

ifly of the quest1onneire were returned promptly, but 123 

letters were returned for incorrect addresses or other 

reesons. Folloa-up letters were sent to 184 of these 

award winners. Ïhe ninety fully usable questionnaires re- 
turned form the basis of this study. 

The date gathered from the questionnaire, the infor- 

metion secured from the iegistrar's office at Oregon State 

College, end the date secured from other sources ere pre- 

sented end summarized in this chapter. 

Carl Raymond Grey Scholarship 
1ications for the Year 1949 

The extent to which Union Pacific Scholarships were 

awarded and used in the several states is presented in 
TAßLE I for the year 1949. This was en average year for 

such presentations, and was the last year for which this 
information was obtainable at the time at which these date 

were gathered. It may be observed that Oregon ranks 

seventh out of the eleven states In the actual awards pre- 

sented 
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TABLE I 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD 

or 

CARL RAYMOND GRAY SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICAT IONS 

TEAR, 1949 

VOCATIONAL 
4-H CLUß AGRICULTURE 

Eligible No. of No. of No. of No. of 
State Counties Winners Alternates *inners Alternates 

California 4 - - 2 - 

Colorado 14 10 4 5 2 

Idaho 41 20 13 5 1 

Kansas 34 21 9 9 

Montane 3 1 1 - - 

Nebraska 38 27 9 21 10 

Nevada 3 1 1 - - 

Oregon 15 12 9 4 2 

Utah 15 14 9 14 

Washington 17 9 1 11 5 

Vyoming 7 5 1 4 3 

Total 191 120 55 75 38 



TABLE I presented the number of Carl Raymond Gray 

Scholarship applications, the number of winners end alter- 

nates for the year 1949, and the totals for each item. 

The year 1949 was selected as it was an average year for 

presentation of the scholarships. 

TABLE II shows the "eligible counties" in Oregon in 

which Carl Raymond Gray Scholarships are awarded. To be 

an "eligible county," Union Pacific Railroad trackage must 

pass through the county. The eligible number of counties 

in the State of Oregon is fifteen. 

A comparison of TABLE I and TABLE II showing that 

only four Carl Raymond Grey Scholarships, with two alter- 

natos for the 8oholerships, were actually awarded where 

thirty were available makes the purpose end the need for 

the study evident. The additional tables in Chapter III 

are directly related to this problem and the discussions 

and the summaries attempt to aid in its study. 
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TABLE II 

ORE(0N COUNTIES IN WHICH 
UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD 

or 
CARL RAYMOND GRAY SCHOLARSHIPS 

ARE AVAILABLE 

High school pupils in the following counties in Ore- 

gon ere eligible for Carl Raymond Gray Scholarships under 

the existing rules: 

Baker Morrow 

Crook Multnomah 

Desohutes Sherman 

Gilliam Umatilla 

Harney 

Hood River 

Jeffer son 

Malheur 

Union 

allow e 

iasco 

Number of Scholarships actually Awarded to 
Vocational Agriculture Students in Oregon 

ruhe extent to which these scholarships were actually 

awarded and used in the years 1926 through 1950 is pre- 

sented in TABLE III. It rny be observed that these varied 

extensively in different years. 
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TABLE III 

NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIPS AViARI)ED TO 

VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE STUDENTS IN 

OREGON AND THOSE USED 

Year Winners Alternates Used 

1926 2 0 0 
1927 3 3 1 
1928 4 3 2 
1929 7 6 1 
1930 7 5 5 
193]. 6 6 2 
1932 7 7 0 
1933 7 4 3 
1934 7 5 3 
1935 6 5 8 
1936 6 6 3 
1937 9 r? 6 
1938 9 6 3 
1939 10 6 
1940 10 7 8 
1941 9 5 6 
1942 6 3 8 
1943 5 4 2 
1944 3 1 0 
1945 5 2 1 
1946 4 3 1 
1947 5 3 lo 
1948 6 2 5 
1949 4 2 2 
1950 3 2 1 

Total 152 103 90 
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A sunmary of TThLE III shows that, out of 255 scholar- 

ships available over this span of years, only 152 were 

actually applied for and awarded. This is only sixty per 

cent. Out of 152 scholarships awarded, only ninety were 

actually used. This shows that out of the scholarships 

awarded only fifty-nine per cent were actually used, and, 

of those available, only thirty-eight per cent or a little 

more than one-third were actually used. In other words, 

the pupils eligible for Carl Raymond Grey Scholarships in 

Oregon failed to use six out of ten of those available be- 

tween 1926 and 1950, inclusive. 

It was shown or sometimes only indicated on returned 

questionnaires that there were three main reasons for the 

failure to use larger percentages of the scholarships: 

first, there was the tendency of these vocational agricul- 

ture pupils in high schools to enter farming directly 

after graduation from high school rather than to attend an 

institution of higher learning; there was the smallness of 

the amount of money provided by the scholarship in compar- 

ison with the costs of college attendance on the one hand 

and the profits from farming on the other; and third, 

there were the effects of' or1d ar II end the subsequent 

military draft policies. 

In analyzing each of the main reasons advanced for tl 

use of only four out of ten of these scholarships, the 
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first one, thet of the tendency of vocational agriculture 

pupils in high schools to enter farming after graduation 

rether than to attend en institution of higher learning, 

may be traced directly to the philosophy behind the voce- 

tionel agriculture program itself. 

The high school vocational agriculture program, es 

set up under the Smith-Hughes aot, hes three definite pro- 

visions: first, the instruction is to be for those "en- 

gaged in or preparing to farm" 
; 
second , those enrolled 

must be fourteen or more years of age; end, third, the 

instruction is to be of less than college grade level. 

3ince the original passage of this act, its philosophy has 

been changed to the extent that two of current Federal re- 

quirenents are that a vocational agriculture pupil--if he 

is to be enrolled--must be preparing to farm and the in- 

struction must be of less than college grade level. These 

actually would restrict attendance in college of high 

school vocational agriculture graduates. The program be- 

cornes e terminal vocational program. It appears, then, 

that when the scholarship is awarded only to the better 

students in the vocational agriculture field, it is de- 

feating itself because, as shown by the results of the 

questionnaire, those better students are actually entering 

farming occupations directly from high school. 
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In looking at the second reason for not using the 

Carl Raymond Gray Scholarships 8dvaneed by those returning 

the questionneire, everyone cn resdily understand the in- 

adequacy of the amount of money. In the yeers 1921-1926 

when the scholarships were in their infancy and in the 

years 1929-1936 during "the depression," one hundred dol- 

lars meant, and was, a greet deal of money. Since 1944, 

when results of the questionnaire showed fewer scholer- 

ships used, the velue of one hundred dollars Is consider- 

ably less. 

The effect of or1d .er II and subsequent draft poli- 

cies is only too apparent. For several years, 1947-1951, 

a boy was exempt from the draft if engaged in a farming 

operation. Since 1951, however, being engaged in farming 

has no effect on one's draft status in many areas but 

farming still continues to attract many young raen in the 

hope that this may lead to draft deferment. At the pres- 

ent time, however, there is no indication that draft poli- 

cies will undergo any change to prolong the time that o 

young man will remain uncalled to the service solely be- 

cause he Is occupied with forming. 
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Home Backgrounds of These Scholarship Recipients 

The gener1 home backgrounds of all of the scholar- 
ship recipients returning the questionnaire cre shown In 

TBLi IV. This material was obtained from the question- 
naire. 
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TABLE IV 

Ob'i BACKGROUNDS OF THESE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Number Per cent 

Totel number of users of soholerships 90 loo 

Number ftrm-reered 86 96 

Number not farm-reared 4 4 

Size of Home Faim 

Number of users of scholarships 90 100 

Large farm 24 27 

Medium farm 47 52 

Small farm 15 17 

pe of Home Farm 

Number of users of scholarships 90 100 

Dry term 56 62 

General farm 35 39 

Irrleeted fcrm 30 33 

livestock ferm 21 23 

Dairy farm 11 12 

Fruit term 6 '7 

Poultry ferm 4 4 

Truck crops farm 4 4 

Others 6 

172 
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Several conclusions may be drawn from TABU IV. 

Ninety-six per cent of all of these scholarship users were 

farm-reared end, of these, all were living on farms et the 

time of the completion of the questionnaire. 

Of those living on farms, twenty-seven per cent lived 

on large farms or farms of more than three hundred acres. 

Fifty-two per cent lived on medium-size ferras or fains 

containing from fifty to two hundred and ninety-nine acres; 

and seventeen per cent lived on smell terms or tarins of 

fifty acres or less. 

One may see in the third or last part of the table 

that the parents of the ninety scholarship users either 

now lived on or had lived on a total of 172 farina or the 

parents lived on one farm end the scholarship users lived 

on or owned another. More than half of these young people 

who reported on the questionnaire stated that either they 

or their parents or both lived on dry farms. Wore than 

one-third of them lived on general or diversified farms. 

Thirty-three per cent of these scholarship users lived on 

farms which were irrigated. riwenty...three per cent lived 

on livestock farms, and twelve per cent lived on dairy 

terms. 

since ninety-six per cent of all of these scholarship 

users were reared on farms and, of these, all were living 

on terms at the time et which they filled out the 
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questionnaire, lt would seem that the committees on the 

awarding of the Carl Raymond Gray Scholarships In the 

eligible counties had been unusually successful in their 

selections of the farm youth who actually used these 

scholarships even thou the number of young men who chose 

to use these scholarships was far smaller than the number 

of scholarships available. 

High School Curricular and Extracurricular Activities of 
These SoholarshiD Users 

TJBLE V presents a summary of all of the high school 

curricular and extracurricular activities reported by the 

actual users of these Carl Raymond Gray oholarshiL3 on 

the questionnaire employed in this study. 



TABLE V 

HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULAR AND 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

Aotivlty Number Per cent 
Vocational Agriculture Instruction 90 100 

One year only O 

Two years only 1 21 

Three years only 25 28 

Four years only 4ö 51 

FFA Degrees kece1ved 

Chapter Far:er 90 100 

State Farmer 43 47 

American Farmer 6 7 

High School Activities 

7FA Officer 6? 74 

Public Spe&kin 50 56 

Judging Teems 49 54 

Athletic Teems 46 51 

01558 Officer 36 40 

Student Body Offloer O 3 

Dramatics 26 29 

Church Society 15 17 

Others 1? 19 
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The upper pert of TJBLE V shows that these ar1cu1- 

turo scho1rsh1p winners hed an verìge oÍ almost three- 

Rnd-a-half yoers of vooetlonel gr1ou1ture Instruction In 

high school. The seoond Dart of this table shows that one 

hundred per cent of them were awarded the Chapter FQrner 

degree in the Future Farmer of America prograra. Even more 

important, forty-seven per cent were awarded the State 

Farmer degree, and seven per cent received the degree of 

Americen Farmer. These degrees are almost at the top of 

the list of degrees awarded by this organization, and are 

not obtained easily. 
Leadership activities were shown to be outstanding 

among the Carl Raymond Gray Scholarship winners also. 

Seventy-four per cent of these young people were elected 

to offices in their local chapters of the Future Farmers 

of America. Fifty-six and fifty-four per cent, respective- 

ly, participated in the public speaking activities of 

their schools or were on the school julglng teams, e.g., 

stocic judging teams. Helf of them were on their school 

athletic teams. Forty per cent were class officers In 

their schools, end a third of them were student body offi- 

cers. A sixth were officers in local church societies 

also. Even though the high schools whioh some of these 

award winners attended were sraall and the competition 

offered for honors was not great, this Is not true of all 
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of them. In any case, the young men showed olear evidence 

of ambition and of leadership qualities. 

Their Records of Curricular and Extracurricular 
Activities in College 

The records of the extracurricular activities of 

these scholarship recipients while they were (or are) in 
ool1ee are presented In TABLE VI. 
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TABLE VI 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES OF THE 

SCHOLARSHIP USERS IN COLLEGE 

Aotivity Number Per cent 

Member of Social Fraternity 35 39 

Member of Honor Society 22 24 

College Activities 

Agrioulture Club 37 41 

Athletic Teems 13 14 

Judging Teams 8 9 

Music Organizations 4 4 

Student Body Officer 2 2 

Class Officer 2 2 

Drametics 1 1 

Others 21 23 

Although this writer does not believe that membership 

in e social fraternity Is perticubrly important one way 

or the other, this information that more than one-third of 

these scholarship winners desired to and were able to join 

social fraternities showì that this number at least were 

believed by fraternity members to be socially acceptable. 

The fact that twenty-four per cent of these young men had 

grade-point-averages and personalities which made them 
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eligible for and caused thera to be elected to honor soci- 

eties is believed by this writer to be much more important 

because it is held to be en evidence not only of their 

mental abilities but of their industry in their studies. 

They made excellent use of their time In college, in other 

words. 

It is Interesting to this writer, but not surprising 

to him, that both the number and the percentage of extra- 

curricular activities of this group decreased in college 

In comparison with high school. This may be seen from a 

comparison of TABLES V and VI. rilhis decrease may be rea- 

8onably explained by the increased competition for posi- 

tions of leadership in college. A pupil in e small high 

school of 100 to 200 pupils may be outstanding but, when 

placed In a still more select group of 4,000 to ,OOO col- 

lege students, he must have both unusual ability end drive 

to stand out In the college group. Not only is the oompe- 

tition greeter In terms of the ability required but more 

individuals are competing for e not much larger group of 

offices and honors then are found in even the small high 

schools. 

In addition to this element of increased competition 

for leadership opportunities in college as compared with 

high school, the element of proper guidance end counseling 

may well enter the problem. A beginning student entering 



Oregon Stete College from e sm11 Eastern Oregon high 

school, for exemple, may easily become ooníused, disin- 

terested, and lost without the proper guidance in finding 

the ways to leadership opportunities. Since the Carl 

Raymond Gray Scholarships ere available only in those 

counties in which the Union aoific Railroad operates, lt 
Is evident that most recipients of these scholarships have 

come from the small Eastern Oregon high schools and are 

not completely prepared for the transition from small 

sohool of one hundred and fifty pupils or fewer to e col- 

lege numbering Its students in the thousands. Oregon 

State College may well ask itself also: "How good is our 

counseling program throughout the entire college?" 

Major Courses of Study in College of 
These Scholarship Reolpients 

The major course of study pursued by scholarship 

recipients in college Is presented in TABLE VII. 
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TABLE VII 

MAJOR COURSE 01' STUDY IX1 COLLEGE 

Major Course of Study Nimber Per cent 

General Agriculture 59 65 

Farm Crops 5 5 

Animal Husbandry 4 4.5 

Farm Management 4 4.5 

Lgricultural Economics 3 3.5 

.Lgrioultural Engineering 3 3.5 

Forestry 3 3.5 

Horticulture 3 3.5 

Food Technology 2 2.5 

Soils 2 2.5 

Agricultural Education 1 1 

Landscape Architecture 1 1 

The major course of study most often pursued by these 

scholarship winners was General Agriculture, with sixty- 

five per cent enrolled in that major field. The second 

most popular field of study, but with only five per cent 

enrolled, was Farm Crops. Next, with four-and-one-half 

per cent each, were Animal Husbandry and Farm Management. 

Only one of these scholarship users studied Agricul- 

tural Education, whereas fourteen indicated this as their 
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present occupation. It was apparent on the questionnaires 

returned that a majority of those who pursued the General 

Agriculture course in college were engaged in farming, but 

twelve of the fourteen recipients of these Carl Raymond 

Gray Scholarships now engaged In Agricultural Education 

had majors In General Agriculture in college. 

One hundred per cent of these users of the scholar- 

ships actually enrolled In the School of Agriculture at 

Oregon tate College or in one of its related fields. 

This bears out further the belief of this writer that 

these scholarships are really functioning well in terms of 

their original purpose Insofar es they affect those who 

use them. 

Persistence end Grade Records of These 
Scholarship Users 

TABLE VIII presents the college persistence and the 

grade records of these soholRrshlp users. It also shows, 

for purposes of comparison, these saine factors for the 

whole freshman class of 1948. 
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TABLE VIII 

COLLEGE PERSISTENCE AND GRADE RECORDS 

OF SCHOLARSHIP USERS AND THE 1948 FRESHMAN CLASS 

AT OREGON STATE COLLEGE 

Scholarship 1teo1p1ents Fresbmen OSC, 1948 

Quarters Nurn- Drop Per Ave. Nurn- Drop Per Ave. 
Attended ber Outs Cent Grade ber Outs Cent Grode 

1 90 15 17 1586 722 45 

3 68 20 28 2.39 864 225 26 2.26 

6 48 8 17 2.51 639 83 13 2.44 

9 40 3 7 2.72 556 185 33 2.64 

Received 
B S. 
Degree 38 2.87 361 2.80 

The freshman class of 1948 was selected as the basis 

for comparison with the Carl Raymond Gray Scholarship win- 

nere beoause it is the last entering class to complete 

tour years of college work before this study was begun and 

because it was close to the 1949 year selected as the rep- 

resentative comparison year in other tables. 

As presented in TABLE VIII, the numbers demonstrote 

that the Carl Raymond Gray Scholarship winners did con- 

sistently better scholastic work on the college level than 

a representative freshman class and that their persistence 

records of remaining in attendonce were higher. This is 
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understandable on the premise that the soholership recipi- 

ents were selected from the outstanding pupils in voce- 

tional agriculture in the high schools of Oregon. 

Hewks (2, p.48) in e research p per on 'Certain Rela- 

tionships Between Scholarship in High School and in Col- 

lege" states that "There exists a relationship between 

marks in individuel subjects in high school and first 

semester and first year scholarship in ooflege.' In con- 

nection with this statement, it may be observed that while 

the entering class of freshmen at Oregon State College in 

1948 suffered a forty-five per cent drop-out during the 

first yer, the Carl Raymond Gray Scholarship recipients 

had only a seventeen per cent drop-out. 

Forty-two per cent of the Carl Raymond Gray oho1ar- 

ship winners completed four or more years of college work 

and received bachelor's degrees es compared with the 

twenty-three per cent of tne freshman class of 1948. At 

the same time, the Carl Raymond Gray Scholarship recipi- 

ents ho received degrees had a grade-point-average of 

2.67 tor their four yenra, whereas the freshman class of 

1948 averaged only 2.80. The grade-point-average of all 

students attending Oregon State College in 1952 was 2.59. 

The results of ThBI VIII again emphasize the fact 
that local scholarship selection corin1ttees had done 



excellently in their selections of Carl Raymond Gray 

Scholarship recipients. 

Vocational Agriculture Scholarship Users Receiving 
Bachelor of Science and Advanced Degrees 

The number of vocational agriculture scholarship 

users receiving Bachelor of Science and advanoed degrees 

is presented in TABLE IX. 

TABLE IX 

VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE SCHOLARSHIP USERS 

RECEIVING BACHELOR OF SCIENCE AND ADVANCED DEGREES 

Per Per Per 
School B.S. Gent M.S. Gent Ph.D. Cent 

Agriculture 36 40 3 3 0 0 

Arts and Science 

Commercial 

Education 1 1 

Engineering 1 1 

Forestry 

Others 

Total 38 44 3 3 
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TABLE IX shows that ninety-five per cent of these 

users of the Carl Raymond Gray Scholarships who received 

bachelor's degrees obtained them in Agriculture. The only 

other schools of the College represented were those of 

Education and Engineering, with two-and-a-half per cent 

each. Only three of the young men receiving bachelor's 

degrees have, at the time of this study, obtained master's 

degrees. This represents eight per cent, however. It may 

be that this percentage will increase in the future as 

more and more knowledge becomes necessary In successful 

farming. 

That only three per cent went on to complete the re- 

quirements for higher degrees may be attributed to the 

fact that most of those receiving bachelor of science de- 

grees did go into farming or related occupations where 

further education is not at present required for success. 

The recipient of the Carl Raymond Gray Scholarship 

receiving e degree in Engineering had originally started 

his college career in the field of Agricultural Engineer- 

ing. It would appear that, having started in Agricultural 

Engineering and finding It Interesting and having a talent 

for that field, the recipient changed to e straight engi- 

neering course. 

The recipient receiving a degree In Education had 

originally enrolled in the school of Agriculture, majoring 



in Animal Husbandry. Becoming interested in Agricultural 

Education and, later, in general Education, the recipient 

enrolled in the School of Education, receiving his degree 

in Education. 

On the basis of the number of completions of the re- 

quirements for the bachelor's and the master's degrees in 

this group end of the numbers of these young men who have 

remained in the field of agriculture, one Is safe in say- 

ing that the committees making the selections for these 

scholarship awards hove done excellently. 

Occupational Activities of Scholarship Users 
Sinoe Leaving Oregon Stete College 

In the questionnaires sent to these scholarship reci- 

pients, the recipients were asked to stete their past, 

present, end probable future occupations. This informe- 

tion is summarized In TABLE X. 



TABLE X 

OCCUPATIONAL ACTIVITIES 0F SCHOLARSHIP USERS 

SINCE LEAVING OREGON STATE COLLÌGE 

Probable 
Past Present Future 
Occu- Per Occu- Per Oecu- Per 

Activity pation Cent pation Cent pation Cent 

Farming 25 27 27 30 37 41 

Related to 
farming 27 30 29 32 14 16 

Professional 4 4 4 4 23 25 

Others li 12 10 11 9 10 

One point which may be noted in TABLE X is the de- 

crease in the per cents of these scholarship recipients 

whose past and present oocuptions were or ere related to 

farming as compared to their future occupations. An in- 

crease is shown in per cent of proposed future occupation 

of farming, indicating the desire of many now In related 

occupations to return to farming. 

Also noticeable is the fact that of those in pest and 

present occupntional status classified as professional, 

there is n increase from four per cent to twenty-five, 

indicative that many in related occupations hope to advance 

to professional status. How much of this is dream rather 

than hope is a question. 
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of the tour recipients who stHted their past occu- 

pations as professional, 811 were ministers. On the re- 

turned questionnaires, it was stated that none of the tour 

felt this scholarship had influenced them in their chosen 

field. Each of them had attended Oregon State College for 

et least two years. Three of them wrote that their 000u- 

pationel plans were changed s n result of orld War II 

and that they had entered the ministry upon their dis- 

charge from the Armed Services. The fourth Indicated an 

earlier change and entered theological school directly 

from college. at the present time, three of these men ere 

pastors of smell Oregon congregations and one is an 

assistant pastor In a large Portland church. 

Those who indicated a desire for future professional 

occupations desired to enter the specialized fields of 

medicine, teaching, and engineering. None indicated any 

influence on their plans from their previous college 

training in agriculture. 

Of those classified as Others" In TABLE X, most were 

In the category of skilled laborers, such as carpenters, 

truck drivers, and loggers. It is possible that all are 

Indirectly related to work in agriculture in some small 

way, but not for purposes of assumIng that their college 

training in agriculture had influenced their present 

occupations. 
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Present Community Activities of These 
Scholarship Users 

The present community activities of these scholcrship 

recipients is presented in TABLE XI. 

TABLE XI 

PRESENT COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

0F THESE SCHOLARSHIP USERS 

Activity Number Per cent 

Civic activities 25 38 

Farm and home organizations 32 35 

Church activities 

Others 

13 14 

o o 

The most frequent activities of the scholarship group 

are in civic sotivities and in farm and home organizations. 

Civic activities were entered upon by thirty-eight per 

cent of the recipients, while thirty-five per cent are so- 

tive in farm end home organizations. Publio pressure snd 

changing social and moral conditions may account for the 

difference between the fourteen per cent church activity 

participation end the thirty-eight per cent civic activity 

participation. It is noticeable also that no other fields 

of activity were mentioned, except as fraternal organiza- 

tions were listed under civic orsn1zat1ons. 
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The present community activities of these former 

users of the Carl Raymond Grey Scholarships would appear 

to lie, percentage-wise, about midway between their high 

school and college activity records. Their present com- 

munity activity accomplishments appear to be greater than 

their college participations in extracurricular activities 

and to be less then their high school activities. This 

may be due, in part, to less keen stimulation at present 

in comparison with that while they were in high school and 

to less keen competition st present in comparison with 

that while they were in college. The factor of making a 

living probably hes a large influence also. 

Influence of This Scholarship Upon the 
Careers of Those Recipients 

In TABLE XII are shown the stated opinions about the 

influence of these Ceri Raymond Gray Scholarships upon the 

subsequent careers of these users of these scholarships. 



1M3LE XII 

I!tFLtJ1NCE OF T1Th CARL RAYMOND GRAY CH0LARRIPS 

UPON TuF OARR OF TBRE RCIPDNTC 

Did not answer 

45 

Number Per cent 

41 45 

Stimulated college study 32 

It was difference between college 
and no college 10 11 

It was turning point in vocational 
career 9 10 

No influence on career 8 9 

If the nuxnbers in TIBLE XII for the three headings, 

'lIt was the difference between college and no college," 

"It was the turning point in y voct1onal career," end 

"Stimulated college study" are added together, they show 

that eighty-six per cent of those replying to this ques- 

tion about the influence of these scholarships stite that 

their influence was positive and thirty-two per cent state 

that their influence wee very positivo indeed. On the 

other hand, fourteen per cent of those replying believed 

that these scholarships had little or no influence on 

their careers. or the ninety users of those soholrsbips, 

forty-nine per cent did not reply to this question; but, 

in contrast, some of those whD did renly gave two 

oonf1rning answers. 
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Since eighty-six per cent ot those responding stated 

that these scholarships had been of positive value to them 

and thirty-two per cent stated that they had been of very 

positive velue, one may consider these scholarships to 

have considerable value. The tact that fifty-four per 

cent of the whole group either did not reply to this ques- 

tion or replied negt1ve1y about the value of the scholar- 

ships casts a cloud on their value end provokes a question 

about the reasons for this absence of belief in the posi- 

tive values of these scholarships. 

The inclusion of cli of the statements requested 

about the values of these scholarships would require more 

space than seems warranted, but a list of the most tre- 

quently made statements is given below. These progress 

from those which are most enthusiastic about these schol- 

arships to those which are least enthusiastic. 

'ould not have been able to attend college without 

the scholarship." 

"The day before I left for college, the bank In which 

I had my savings closed and I can assure you 

that scholarship cerne in handy." 

"Stimulated my project growth." 

"The scholarship was a definite financial aid, other- 

wise little difference." 

"Helped financially, little influence." 
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tte1ped pay expenses first ter." 

"I dropped out of school because of home illness and 

the scholarship was not enoußh." 

"Due to war conditions -- no difference." 

"Amount too small to make much difference." 

"U.I. bill carao along, no difference." 
These scholarships appear to be of definite financial 

assistance. In the years of "the de 

arships meant a greet deal more than 

following ior1d Via' II and than they 

time. t present, they appear to be 

amount to iníluence very greatly the 

recoive them. 

pressione" the sohol- 

they did in tile years 

do at the present 

of an in&dequete 

careers of those who 

Improving High School Conditions in 
Vocational Agriculture 

These recipients of Carl Fayrnond Gray Scholarships 

were asked about ways in which the high schools might 1m- 

prove their courses in vocational agriculture. inoe all 

of these recipients were former pupils In high school 

vocational agriculture departments, lt was believed that 

they might be able to help with constructive suggestions. 

These have been arranged in a roughly progressive order 

from most constructive to least constructive, at least In 

the opinion of this writer. 



"Catisfactory as it Is»' 

"I think it is being operated very well, at the 

present time." 

"This training definitely makes better farmers." 

"Keep more authority in the loci school." 

"More emphasis on English, mathematics, and subjects 

other than agriculture or emphasize agriculture 

as e terminal program." 

"Allow all boys to take Agriculture even though they 

oan't carry out a project on a farm.' 

"Encourage all students Interested or who may be 

interested In Agriculture to take the course. 

Perhaps city boys of the right calibre would 

become Agriculture students." 

"Lncourage students who Intend to go to college and 

major In Agriculture to drop their high school 

Agriculture studies." 
"by not allowing epcthy for the proßrcm to gain a 

foothola." 

"By extending agricultural training to more schools 

end supplying well. trained instructors." 

'Seleot more desirable teachers; educate superin- 

tendents on the value of Vocational Education." 
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"More careful selection of instructors suited to 

teach the type of progrciì needed in the aree 

where located." 

"By getting e higher calibre teecher in many of 

the schools." 

"By securing better teachers." 
"Good instruction will improve the Agricultural 

prograia." 

"More practical training for students." 
"Make lt more extensive and teach practloal work 

as muoh as possible." 

"Stress more crop enterprises and machinery upkeep." 

"Addition of a genetics course In the high school." 
"Need more demonstrational rk In teaching." 
"Depends on the high school being considered." 

'This would take e book." 

The mst frequently stated opinions about the 'say to 

improve the high school programs in vootlonal agriculture 
involved the obtaining of botter teachers. The second was 

thst of extending the teaching to additional schools and 

more boys. The third was that of keeing the teaching at 

a useful level for the boys being taught. 

It would appear that the progran as now established 

does not fully meet the needs of individuals and the needs 

of individwil oomunities. Since this is a Federal 
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progrem, es well es e stete end local one, further study 

should be mede on this phoso of the program. 

All of the other steternents niede by these recipients 

indiceted more personel types of problems encountered in s 

local situetion and do not offer constructive helps for 

the high school vocational agriculture program in general. 

Chances in Their College Experiences 
These Recipients Would Make 

To an additional question asked of these scholarship 

users: "If you were to repeat your college experience, 

what changes would you make?" the following representative 

answers were given on the returned questionnaires. rihe 

majority who answered this item answered with a "None." 

"Make a more diligent effort towards studying." 

"Try to get better grades." 

"Study herder end not belong to any social organi- 

zat ion." 

"Take more diversified courses." 

"Take more liberal arts courses." 

"'ould have engaged in more oampus-wide activities." 

"More training in Math. I only had three terms of 

college Math. I would take another year." 

"Wore time in dramatics, less in campus politics." 

"Start college immediately after high school." 
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"I would work for a Master's degree following 

graduation." 

"Major in veterinary medicine." 

"Take more botany." 

"I would study livestock feeding more extensively." 

"Join social fraternity." 

"Omit ROTO training." 

It Is apparent from their comments that the Carl Ray- 

mond Gray Scholarship users were at least reasonably well 

satisfied with their college educations. Only seventeen 

of the recipients Indicated that they desired to make any 

change in their college experience, and many of these are 

Indicative of the fact that the college experience Is 

largely a personal matter. Of those returning the ques- 

tionnaire who were winners but did not use the scholar- 

ship, the most cormnon return was "I would finish college." 

Of those actually desiring some change in their per- 

sonel college experiences, the most frequently named was 

one expressing the wish that the recipient had worked 

harder or had receìvecl better grades. This one item or 

wish expressed by the recipients could well change the 

philosophy of many pupils if only some way could be found 

to present It to them and to convince them of its worth 

in later life. 
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General Remarks and Opinions 

The finsi question asked of recipients of the schol- 

arship was: "Remarks or opinions concerning the Carl Ray- 

mond Gray Scholarship, etc." Representative answers from 

the questionnaire are presented below. 

"Excellent program for farm youth. znount of award 

should be increased in line with present dollar 

value," 

"A challenge to a young person." 

"Excellent means of getting many to college that 

would not attend." 

"Believe in them. Helps project work." 

"Scholarship should not be confined to O.S.C. for 

lower division work as several schools in Oregon 

offer basic courses required In Agriculture." 

"Admirable project for the UP and greatly appreciated 

by students." 
"I think UP ScholarshIps are a great help In deter- 

mining whether our farms of a future will have 

adequate farmer help." 

"Good deal for those who get it, but should be more." 

"Scholarships good but amount of award does not 

suffice the need." 

"Excellent opportunity for young man to get a start 

in college." 
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"Very helpful." 

"Believe each scholarship helps further progressive 

farming in every case." 

"The scholarship was very helpful in starting my 

college career. Althougji I probably would have 

gone without it, the scholarship was instruinen- 

tal In helping me get started." 

?$ think It was s od Idea and it made me feel proud 

even though I never took it." 

"Have been a great help to many boys I know, and I 

have always been gla.d for mine." 

"I think lt is e. wonderful opportunity for deserving 

students." 

"More FFA Instructors should know about scholarships 

since many bave just started In teaching. 

Should be explained frequently." 

"Very appreciative of award for which to work." 

"should be continued. Gould be spread over two years." 

'(I think the UP scholarship system Is definitely 1m- 

portant to e student who is interested in AgrI- 

culture and should be continued it possible." 

"Good, quite beneficial but now should be Increased 

1f possible. 
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"The scholarships are a valuable contribution to an 

improved American agriculture. It is unfortu- 

nate that in so many cases so little attention 

is paid to public relations and the public in- 

terest by UP employees on the local level." 

"Very excellent scholarship." 

"Soholarships mean more to the individual In the way 

of personal achievement then financing.'t 

"Absolutely a good thing." 

"They are definitely another worthwhile incentive 

for FFA members." 

"Think It Is fine incentive for e student." 

"I very much appreciate the opportunity it gave me." 

"Definitely a stimulus to youth." 

'Tresent amount not adequate. Should be l5O.00 due 

to inflation and increased tuition costs." 
"One thing that was not brought out enough to us when 

I went to school was the awarding of these 

scholarships and the reasons for trying for 

them." 

"AWn excellent method of improving agriculture in the 

Railroad's territory and developing leadership 

among farm boys." 

"A good thing for farm boys and girls." 
"One of the finest programs I have known of." 
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The general remarks and opinions expressed by the 

scholarship recipients on the returned questionnaire all 

seem to reflect the sanie general tone--one of genuine 

favor toward this scholarship award. Most of them would 

like to see the award continued, end believe that it is 

and hes been of great value to the rural youth of Oregon 

who come within its scope. 

It was apparent from the returned questionnaires that 

those who felt that the scholarship was of an inadequate 

amount were those recipients who had received the award 

since 1942. It was in that year that the general costs of 

education seemed to rise. During the 1928-1940 period, 

many of those answering the questionnaire expressed the 

belief that the scholarship was of definite financial aid. 

Another conclusion can be made from the statements 

of the recipients regarding the extent of knowledge among 

high school pupils about the availability of these schol- 

erships. Statements point out that both the agriculture 

instructor in the high school and the railroad officials 

have at times been lax in informing the pupils In eligible 

high schools about these awards. It seems reasonable that 

anything which can be done to help correct this condition 

will add to the number of available scholarships actually 

used in Oregon. 
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It Is also noticeable in the general statements made 

by the recipients that many of them felt that the honor 

and the sense of personal achievement and pride meant es 

much as the monetary value of the award. This fact alone 

might well justify the continuation of the program. 
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CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

In the study of the success of the (nrl Raymond Grey 

Scholarship recipients at Oregon State College since 1926, 

many factors have had to be considered. Chief among these 

were: the number of actual recipients in comparison with 

the scholarships svsi1b1e; the widely separated locali- 

ties of the recipients' present and past homes; the atti- 

tudes of forraer recipients toward these scholarships; and 

the purposes of these scholarships and of scholarships in 

general * 

The principal problems of the study were two. The 

first problem was that of determining the success of the 

Carl Raymond Gray Scholarship recipients at Oregon State 

College; and the second problem was that of examining the 
question of whether these Carl Raymond Gray Scholarships 

were functioning well in terms of their original purpose 

in the State of Oregon. 

The Ceri Raymond Gray Scholarship awards have been 

moderately successful in the State or Oregon. Forty-two 

per cent of the scholarship recipients who entered were 

graduated from Oregon State College while a comparable 

entering class of freshmen in 1948 showed only twenty- 

three per cent of the original class receiving their 



baohelor's degrees. The academic scholarship of these 

Carl Raymond Gray Scholarship award winners was above 

the average of the college student body es o whole. In 

addition, three of these award recipients have already 

completed the requirements for an advanced degree. ¶L'hese 

figures Indicate that the recipients had better than aver- 

age success in their college work. 

The Influence of the Carl Raymond Gray 3cholarship 

awards on the recipients' careers or their success Is du- 

bious. Only eleven per cent of the ninety recipients 

indicated that the scholarship meant the difference be- 

tween college and no college while, at the same time, 

only ten per cent believed that the scholarship was a 

turning point in their vocational careers. In view of the 

fact that only forty-six per cent, or less than one half, 

of the recipients stated th8t the scholarship had any 

observed influence of any kind on their careers, one can 

only conclude that the Carl Raymond Gray Scholarship 

awards have not been very successful in this respect. 

The functioning of the Ceri Raymond Gray Scholarship 

award in the terms of Its original purpose: "to encourage 

the advancement of efficient end profitable agriculture 

throughout the best," has not been as successful in Oregon 

as the founder and es the Union Pacific Railroad Company 

had hoped. Oregon high school pupils have, in the past, 
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failed to use six out of ten of el]. the Carl Raymond Gray 

Scholarship awards that were available to pupils In the 

high school vocational agriculture programs. Only thirty- 

eight per cent of the available scholarships hove been 

used. This lack of use of the scholarship awards end its 

bearing on the failure to achieve the desired results of 

the scholarship awards may be attributed to three factors. 

The first of these is the tendency of vocational agricul- 

ture pupils to enter the business of farming directly 

after graduation from high school. The second is the be- 

lieved inadequacy of the amount of money provided by the 

scholarship award et the present time; and the third is 

the effect of World II and subsequent draft policies. 

Considering, however, only those recipients who 

actually did use the scholarships, the desired results 

were achieved. Fifty-seven per cent of those receiving 

the scholarship are now farming or employed In occupations 

related to farming. Fifty-seven per cent of the recipi- 

ents expect farming or its related occupations to be their 

future life's work. iighty-seven per cent of the recipi- 

ents of the award are engaged In community activities or 

sorne type of ooTm'nunity service. If the determination of 

the functioning of the scholarship in Oregon in terms of 

Its original purpose is based on those reoiïients who used 

the scholarship, then, the desired results have been 
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the scholarshIp are now farming or employed In occupations 

related to farming. Fifty-seven per cent of the recipi- 
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the functioning of the scholrship in Oregon in terms of 

its original purpose is based on those recipients who used 

the scholarship, then, the desired results have been 



sohieved. If the determination is based on the number of 

sobo1rships avsllable and not used, then, the desired re- 

suits hsve not been achieved. 

Sorne of the recipients of these scholarships believed 

that their h1h school vootiontl agriculture programs 

were inadequate. The selection and placement of "better 

teachers" was indicated es a needed improvement. i few 

of the recipients also stated that some of the h1h 

schools' agriculture programs do not meet the needs of 

individuals or of individuel communities. 

The sense of personal achievement end the honor of 

and the pride in receiving e Carl Raymond (.ray Scholarship 

award was felt by many to be of as much benefit as the 

actual monetary value of the award. 

Conclusions 

The Carl Raymond Grey ScholErships have, in the past, 
accomplished their purpose in terms of the wishes of the 

founder if this is besed. on the success of the recipients 

of the scholarship. The degree of this success is limited, 

however, by the small per cent of the evailable awards 

which have been actually used. 

The scholarships bave been shown to be of definite 

financial assistance in the past. In the years of "the 

depression," l93O-l94O, the scholarship meant a great deel 
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more than lt did in the years immediately following World 

ar II and then lt does at the present time. The scholar- 

ship, at the present time, appears to be of an inadequate 

amount to influence the careers of those who might receive 

it and to be of an Inadequate amount to stimulate appre- 

ciably any extra effort in working for the award. 

Since the primary purpose of the award was the en- 

couragement of the advincement of efficient and profitable 

agriculture throughout the West, perhaps the scholarship 

would do as much good towards achieving that goal if it 

were presented to a recipient who would use the award for 

advancement of his farming enterprise. The award is pre- 

sented usually to an outstanding pupil in vocational agri- 

culture who already hes a well established farming pro- 

gram. The vocational agriculture program in high school 

is designed for youth who are "engaged in or planning to 

enter the business of farming" directly from high school. 

It is a terminal program. The Carl Raymond Gray Scholar- 

ship awards, then, ere in direct opposition to the high 

school vocational agriculture program. This fact alone 

can account for a majority of the scholarships that have 

not been used. This phase of the Ceri Raymond Gray Sohol- 

arship award program deserves the serious consideration 

of the Union Pacific hailroad Company officials. 
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A 

better, more well-rounded, cooperative program of 

public relations and dissemination of iníorxnation about 

the Carl Raymond Gray Scholarships by both Oregon vooa- 

tional agriculture instructors and Union Pacific Railroad 

Company officials will be of definite value, both to the 

recipients of the award in the future and to the Union 

Pacific Railroad Company. 
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AUNCEMEN'I' A1D REUIRE11ENTS FOR 
ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS TO STUDENTS OF 

VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN HIGH SCHOOLS 
IN STATES SERVED BY TRE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD 

The Union Pacific Railroad offers annually a soholar- 
ship in an agricultural course in the state college of 
agriculture to a Junior or Senior high school boy or a 
graduate who bas not been out of high school more than one 

year end is not enrolled in any college, accredited or 
otherwise, residing in counties served by the Union Pecif- 
io Railroad, and who Is enrolled In or bas completed sot- 

Isfactorily a high school vocational agriculture course. 

High Schools to Which Plan Applies 

1. Must be In counties served by Union Pacific 
Railroad. 

2. Must have vocational agrioulture department 
established two complete years or more. 

Scholarship Awards 

(A) 4o will be awarded under the provisions of this 
offer for a four-year course In agriculture at the state 

college of agrIculture, or a state school of agriculture, 

or 

(B) .ÇlOO will be awarded for a full two year short 
course in agriculture at the state college of agriculture, 

or 

(Q) .j5O will be awarded for a winter short course of 
four weeks or more in agriculture at the state college of 

agriculture. 



6e 

Method of Awarding Soholarshs 

County Scholarship Committee 

1. In each county, a committee of three persons will 

make the selections for the scholarship. Two of the com- 

mittee members shell be appointed by the State Supervisor 
of Vocational Agriculture and they, in turn, shall choose 

a third member to serve with them on the committee. 

2. Selections made by the committee for the award 
shall be subject to review and approval by the Stete Super- 
visor of Vocational Agriculture. 

3. The committee shell submit to the State Supervisor 
of Vocational Agriculture a statement, signed by each mem- 
ber, naming the winner and alternate and all others corn- 

peting for the award. Material furnished the county corn- 

mittee by the winner end alternate shall be forwarded to 

the State Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture. 

Selecting the Winner 

1. The scholarship winner in each county shall be de- 

termined on the following basis: 

(a) Forty per cent on supervised farming 
program, records and story. 

(b) Thirty per cent on scholastic standing. 
(o) Thirty per cent on character, interest, 

qualities of leadership, community and 

extracurricular activities. 

2. The winner is to be chosen not later than February 
ist from among those students who rank highest in the 
county as determined by the State Supervisor of Vocational 
Agriculture. When it is difficult to determine the winner 

a senior or an applicant who has not been out of high 

school more than one year should be given preference. 

3. Scholastically, the winner must have maintained, 

during his previous two years in high school, grades which 

will rank him in the upper one-third of his class. Exoep- 

tions to this requirement may be desirable in worthy oases 

so considered by the committee and approved by the State 

Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture. 



4. Students considered for the scholership must sig- 
nify to the committee their intention to attend the state 
college of agriculture and complete the course selected. 
They must also indicate the term or semester when the 
award will be used. 

5. The supervised farming program carried on by eaoh 
contestant shall fully conform to the state program for 
vocational agriculture. 

6. At least two years of supervised fnrmlng pork must 
be completed to establish eligibility. 

7. No boy shall be eligible to receive more then one 
Carl Raymond Gray scholarship. 

yment of Award 

Upon registering in college, the student using the 
award must notify the President's office, Dean of Agricul- 
ture or Registrar thet he has a Carl Raymond Grey scholar- 
ship and is entitled to payments as outlined hereafter. 

1. The lOO scholarship award for the full four-year 
course will be paid in three installments: 

(a) The first installment of 5O will be paid 
upon completion of registration and estab-. 
lishment in the course to the satisfaction 
of college officials. 

(b) The second installment of 25 will be paid 
in the same manner for the second semester, 
term or quarter. 

(C) The remaining installment of 25 will be 
paid upon completion of registration for 
the fall semester, term or quarter of the 
Sophomore year. 

2. The lOO scholarship award for the two-year short 
course will be paid in two equal installments. 

(a) The first installment of 5O will be paid 
upon completion of registration and estab- 
lishxnent in the course to the satisfaction 
of college officials. 

(b) The second installment of t'5Q will be paid 
In the same manner upon registration at 
the beginning of the second year. 



3. The *50 scholarship award for the winter short 
course will be paid upon satisfactory completion of the 
first month's work. 
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RECO RD OF CARL RAYMOND GRAY UNION PAC IFI C 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

1926-1950 

County Year Used Year of Award_____ 
Winner Ç ); Alternate ( ). 

1. Naine___________ 
2. Naine of Father or 
3. Present marital a 

Age of ohlidren 
4. Farm-reared: Yes 

home tarin at time 
acres; Medium ( 

Present P.O. 
Mother_______ 
tatus: Single 

) ( ). 

); No ( ). 
of UP award: 
50-299 acres; 

sores. 
5. Type of Farming (Please Name) 

HIGH SCHOOL RECORD 

Address________________ 
Address______________ 

E); Married ( ); 

If yes check size of 
Large ( 

) 300 or more 
Small ( ) 

49 or less 

6. Number of years in high school vocational agriculture 

7. FFA Degrees received: Chapter Farmer ( ); State 
Farmer ( ); American Farmer ( ). 

8. Check the activities in which you participated: PEA 
officer ( ); Class officer f ); Student Body officer 
( ); Church officer ( ); Athletics ( ); Dramatics ( ); 
Judging team ( ); Publio Speaking ( ); Other_________ 

COLLEGE RECORD 

9. Member of Fraternity? If yes, naine___________________ 
10. Member Honorary Society? If yes, naine_______________ 
li. Check activities In which you participated: Ag. Ulub 

( ); Athletics ( ); Student I3ody officer ( ); Class 
officer ( ); Dramatics ( ); Muslo ( ); Judging teem 
( ); Other _______________________________________ 

12. Major course of study Minor_______________ 

GRADUATE TRAINING 

13. School trs. ( ); Sem. ( ); Degree_____ 
School trs. ( ); Sern. ( ); Degree_____ 
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OCCUPATIONAL ACTIVITIES SINCE LEAVING OREGON STATE COLLEGE 

14. Left college 19_. where employed since leaving col- 
lege? 
1gtol9 
19 to 19 
19 tol9 

15. Present occupation 
16. Future plans: Farming ( ); Related farm occupations 

( ); Professional occupation ( ); Others____________ 
17. Present activities in farm or home organizations: 

18. iresent Civic and Church aciities: 

19. Influence of UP Scholarship on career: Turning point 
in iriy vocational career ( ); Di1ference between col- 
lege end no college ( ); Stimulated my college study 
( ). 

20. How can the high school improve the vocational egri- 
culture program?_ 

21. f you were to repeat your college experience, what 
changes would you make?______________________________ 

22. Remarks or opinions concerning UP Scholarships, eto._ 

(Please use back or another page ir you wish to say 
more about any of the above mentioned questions) 



Harrisburg, Oregon
Box 112
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Dear Sir:

During the last 25 years, the Union Pacific Railroad
Company has awarded Carl Raymond Gray Scholarships to out
standing individuals in each oounty through which its
railroad operates.

You were selected to receive a scholarship as a re
sult of your outstanding high sohool record. Since the
time you received the scholarship, the reoords of the
Railroad Company are incomplete as to what you have done
and what you are doing at the present time.

I am interviewing in person or by letter all of the
recipients of the Union Pacific Scholarship awards from
the State of Oregon for the purpose of determining the
extent to whioh these scholarships have functioned in
terms of the principal purpose set up by the Railroad Com
pany.

The most reliable information available in making
this study will come from you and others who have made use
of these scholarships. I shall appreciate your supplying
the information requested on the attached blank form and
mailing it in the enolosed stamped addressed envelope.
Please read over this questionnaire carefully once before
you proceed to supply the information requested. Any in
formation you give in this response will be held strictly
confidential.

If you did not use this award, will you be kind
enough to state your reason(s) frankly and fully?

Thanking you in advance for your prompt cooperation,
I am

Yours respectfully,

William A. Fuller, Jr.,
Vocational Agrioulture Instr.
Harrisburg, Oregon
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Herrisburg, Oregon
Box 112

73

Dear Sir:

Recently 1 sent a letter to all past Carl Raymond
Gray Union Pacific Scholarship winners, asking that the
enclosed blank be filled out and returned to me. Up to
the present time I have not received your completed ques
tionnaire.

In case you have mislaid the first letter, I am
attaching another blank and stamped self-addressed envel
ope. I shall appreciate a few minutes of your time in
supplying the information requested in order that I might
bring my scholarship winner reoord up-to-date.

Thanking you in advance for your time and cooperation,
I am

Yours respectfully,

William A. Fuller, Jr.,
Vocational Agriculture Instructor
Harrisburg, Oregon


