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The Cover 
The raccoon, previously unprotected, 

now has a season that regulates the tak- 
ing of the animal. For a look at the 
1976-77 trapping statistics and more in- 
formation on the raccoon, and bobcat 
joining the furbearer ranks see pages 10 

and 11. 
Photo by Jim Gladson 

HUNTER EDUCATION 
PROGRAM 

INSTRUCTORS APPROVED 
Month of September ......... 43 
Total Active ............... 1,585 

STUDENTS TRAINED 
Month of September ....... 3,564 
Total to Date ........... 247,526 

New Law in Effect 

On October 4 a number of new laws passed by the legislature went into 
effect. One of these laws changed the ball game as far as poaching here in 
the state is concerned. It gives the district attorneys and judges of the state 
an opportunity to let repeat fish and game law violators know their actions 
aren't appreciated by the law abiding citizens. 

The law passed was House Bill 2096 which is summarized as follows: 
"Classifies as Class C felony second and each subsequent conviction within 
10 year period for taking of big game mammal or game fish with total value 
of at least $200 occurring one hour before or after beginning of hunting season 
for such game. Classifies as Class C felony taking of food fish (such as salmon) 
with total value of at least $200 occurring more than 12 hours before or after 
beginning of lawful fishing season." 

In addition to these general provisions, the law adds another "kicker" that 
hopefully will discourage the commercial poachers of fish. The law states that 
in addition to these penalties, all boats, fishing gear, and vehicles illegally 
used by any person sentenced shall be seized and confiscated, condemned and 
sold. 

The section of the law dealing with the felonious taking of game animals 
and fish makes the seizure of equipment optional as it currently is in the 
misdemeanor laws. 

The new law gives district attorneys and judges a powerful new tool against 
the flagrant, repeating poacher. The concerned sportsmen and citizens of the 
state have been expressing increasing dismay with the disposition of many 
of the fish and wildlife law violation cases. This has been most galling in 
the case of outlaw salmon fishermen who are stealing from both the legitimate 
commercial fishermen and the sportsmen. The fines levied under the misde- 
meanor law don't appear to have discouraged such violations when the loot 
from a few hours of nefarious effort can be sold for considerably more than 
the fine levied. The poachers can be back the next night with their nonconfi- 
scated equipment and in a few hours have more than enough fish to cover 
the fine of the previous day. Repeated violations by such individuals could 
now bring on a fairly stiff jail sentence and a fine of up to $25,000 plus the 
confiscation of equipment. This fine is ten times that available under the 
misdemeanor law. 

Our fish and wildlife resource is one of the most valuable renewable resources 
the state has. With proper management and control of the take of natural 
surpluses, it should continue to be of value for many years to come. Illegal 
taking of fish and wildlife is nothing less than stealing from every citizen 
of Oregon and more and more of them are getting rather tired of such activities. 
Hopefully Oregon's judges will use the new law to let it be known that 
commercial and habitual illegal taking of the public resource is not to be 

tolerated.E RES 

HUNTING CASUALTIES Commission to Meet 
REPORTED IN 1977 The Fish and Wildlife Commission will hold a business meeting at its 

Fatal ........................ 1 Portland headquarters office on November 18. The meeting will start at 9 

Nonfatal .................... 14 a.m. in the conference room of the office located at 506 SW Mill.fl 
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The King and Us 
7- 

by George Reiger 
Editors Note. 

George Reiger is a well known out- 
door writer currently writing regular- 
ly for Field & Stream magazine. The 
following copyrighted article was one 
of his recent contributions. We pass 
it along as food for thought. 

Among the many marvels of the 
current U.S. tour of artifacts from the 
tomb of King Tutankhamen is the 
artistic emphasis the ancient crafts- 
men placed on hunting and fishing. 
The Egyptian ceremonies of the chase 
differ very little in spirit from our own 
hunting and fishing experiences 
today. 

One side of the golden shrine of 
Nekhbet shows the king, in the lower 
panel, hunting ducks with a bow and, 
in the upper panel, holding what are 
probably live decoys. While some art 
critics suppose these birds to be the 
king's bag, ancient Egyptian artists 
portrayed dead game in limp, head- 
down positions. The ducks held by 
the king are fluttering with alert 

7-Theads and his pose in the panel below 
indicates he probably shot wild ducks 
that stooled to his tame birds in front 
of a reed blind. While live decoys are 
no longer legal, and although most 
modern duck hunters use shotguns, 
the forms of waterfowling have 
changed little in 3,300 years. 

What has changed, however, is the 
official interpretation of some of these 
familiar scenes of outdoor sport. Per- 
haps, because fewer art critics hunt 
today than half a century ago, or 
maybe because the good people who 
put together the exhibition guidebook 
did not want to offend the sensibilities 
of nonhunters, some of the most vig- 
orous hunting scenes are described as 
"animals in combat." 

The ancient Egyptians used dogs, 
cheetahs, leopards, and even lions to 
hunt wild cattle and ibex. An un- 
guent jar, sheath, and wooden chest 
in the exhibit show such hunting 
scenes. Yet the explanatory notes de- 
scribe the activity as "lively" with no 
reference to the hunting tradition. 

7___ 
Despite such avoidance of the 

,ruth, the materials in the exhibit 
serve to remind us that - contrary 
to the rhetoric of dreamers and dem- 
agogues - human nature has changed 
OREGON WILDLIFE 

little in all recorded history. 
Many of today's more emotional 

issues concerning man's relationship 
to wildlife arise out of a misunder- 
standing or rejection of man's essen- 
tial needs and nature. No one, for 
example, with a perspective of history 
extending back beyond his own child- 
hood could possibly insist that sport 
or subsistence hunting is the principal 
cause of wildlife extinctions through- 
out the world. Yet, incredibly, some 
people charge just that, and more 
incredible still, many people believe 
it. 

The real sources of extinction, as 
well as the degradation of nature 
generally, are simply too many people 
demanding more and better services. 
Yet few people sitting at a distance 
from the sound and fury of food, 
housing, clothing, and mobility pro- 
duction inspired by their own de- 
mands are willing to admit that, 
indeed, we have met the enemy, and 
it is us. 

Unfortunately, many of those who 
perceive the problem hope to flee it. 
Thoughtful people who should be 
making a contribution to society, if 
our present society is to survive, 
spend many creative hours dreaming 
of metaphorical cabins in the woods 
or utopian communes where maybe 
even death and taxes won't find them. 

Some escapists rationalize that by 
getting back to nature, they will be 
maintaining ancient skills and crafts 
that all mankind will need when our 
current cheap-energy binge is over. 
Yet, strangely, while many talk with 
authority on gardening and car- 
pentry, relatively few are as positive 
about the techniques of subsistence 
hunting and trapping. Perhaps, they 
believe that in the Rousseau-like 
world of tomorrow, man won't need 
to shed blood to survive. 

The New York Times recently ran 
an article about the phenomenal rise 
of vegetarianism on college campuses 
in the last few years. Paul M. Garvey, 
a veteran of 20 years in the food 
business and director of food services 
at Smith College in Northampton, 
Mass., describes vegetarianism as 
"the most drastic and widespread 
change in student eating habits" that 
he could recall. 

The growth of vegetarianism at 
scores of campuses across the nation 
is largely a result of changes in atti- 
tude toward health and moral philos- 
ophy. It is interesting that most un- 
dergraduate vegetarians reject meat, 
but will eat fish, eggs, and dairy 
products. Some are wary of the 
chemical additives that go into mass- 
produced chicken and beef - and so 
are some hunters who prefer wild 
meat for that reason - but other 
vegetarians simply don't want to con- 
tribute to the death of any sentient 
creature, and they regard birds and 
mammals as having "feelings," while 
fish do not. (For some reason, many 
young Americans who are veg- 
etarians for moral reasons overlook 
the leather belts and shoes they wear, 
and even the fur-lined gloves and 
coats in the closet.) 

Another characteristic of this latest 
fashion in food is that many of its 
proponents not only look upon it as 
a matter of personal choice, but they 
also see vegetarianism as one way to 
save the world by ending man's need 
to kill to eat. According to the logic 
of such youths, eating an egg is a 
declaration of life; eating a chicken 
is murder. 

The desire of college under- 
graduates to make the world a better 
place to live is honorable, but don't 
ask me to hold my breath while 
awaiting the advent of a new man 
who won't need to kill other creatures 
to live. Every day something dies so 
that you, I, and most every other 
human being on earth can survive. 
Even if I tried to live exclusively on 
granola (ugh! ), odds are that the men 
who cut the grain or harvested the 
honey to go into my meals ate pork 
and lamb chops for dinner. (Probably 
lamb chops, considering the high 
price of granola these days.) 

Furthermore, more vegetarians 
would mean more demand for prairie 
potholes to be converted to grain- 
fields, and, consequently, less wild 
ducks. Thus, indirectly, vegetarians 
become more efficient killers of Wa- 
terfowl than duck hunters, because 
the former attack the resource base 
while the hunters harvest the surplus. 

Of course, the problem of diminish- 
ing wildlife is neither vegetarianism 
nor sport hunting. The problem is 
simply too many people for too little 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The rockfish survey began and ended in the harbor at New- home to Department biologists and crew for almost a month. 
port. The 'Tordenskjold' a 75 ft. trawler out of Seattle was The craft was contracted by the Department for the survey. 
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BioIoist Jim Golden separates a catch 
by species prior to examination of the 
haul. The fish are mostly perch or perch- 
like rockfish. 

Rockfish Survey Seeks Answers 
for Future Management 
by Jim Gladson The Oregon study was part of a 

coastwide rockfish survey coordin- 
The "canary", the "redstripe", and, 

of course, the "sharpchin", "dark- 
blotched", and "shortspine thorny 
head" cannot help but conjure all 
sorts of visions when attached to the 
common name of a creature. 

Is this creature, or creatures, a rare 
bird or an exotic lizard? No, these 
names all belong to species of rock- 
fish, which along with Pacific Ocean 
perch and lingcod make up much of 
the prized ocean catch most people 
call "bottom fish". 

While many of these species have 
been fished for and enjoyed by Ore- 
gonians for years, little is really 
known about the fish as a group. 

This summer a team of Depart- 
ment of Fish and Wildlife biologists 
spent almost a month at sea to find 
out more about these tasty but mys- 
tenous fish. 

ated by the National Marine Fish- 
enes Service (NMFS) and conduct- 
ed by state fisheries scientists in 
California, Oregon, and Washington. 

Information from the catch results 
will provide a basis for future devel- 
opment of management plans for 
these offshore species. 

The data sought were very basic. 
The main interest was in the abun- 
dance, size, and age composition of 
the principal rockflsh species. To get 
these necessary details, Department 
biologists examined almost 47,000 
pounds of fish taken between Cape 
Lookout south of Tillamook Bay and 
the north side of the Astoria canyon 
off the mouth of the Columbia River. 

To get the fish, the Department 
chartered a 75-foot schooner-type 
trawler out of Seattle. Most of the 
drags or tows made by the trawler 
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were at depths between 300 and 1,500 
feet ranging as far as 40 miles off- 

,.shore. 
With each tow the biologists would 

sort the catch by species and sample 
a representative number of each to 
get accurate data. The crew made a 
total of 76 landings. 

Most people on shore will re- 
member that September was not the 
best month. It was even worse at sea. 

Cold weather and a rough ocean made 
sampling a less than pleasant pas- 
time, especially considering that one 
tow yielded over two tons of fish to 
be sorted and sampled. 

Nine Department members rotated 
shifts at sea, usually spending an 
average of ten days to two weeks. The 
trawler carried four biologists and 
three crewmen as the full comple- 
ment. 

While it will be some time before 
any final conclusions are reached, the 
total catch figures for the trip read 
like this: rockfish species, 17,049 
pounds; Pacific hake, 16,280 pounds; 
with Dover sole, arrowtooth flounder, 
and sablefish making up the re- 
mainder of the haul. 

The sole and flounder are classified 
as "flatfish" as opposed to "rockfish". 
The flatfish are truly bottom fish 

The ship's crew and biologists dump a catch Onto the sorting table by 
loosening the puckering string at the bottom of the net. The catch is 
mostly rockfish. 

Jim Golden (left) measures a perch while 
Rick Halliburton sexes the fish. Size is then 
recorded by sex for analysis. Photos by 

Bill Barss 

Crew chief Bob Demory checks the weight on a basket of 
sablefish. 
OREGON WILDLIFE 
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With the catch all sorted, biologists take necessary samples 
including age and length frequency. 
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while the rockfish, as the name im- 
plies, are found principally in and 
around rocky, hard bottom areas. 

When the facts are in, they also will 
be used by the Pacific Fishery Man- 
agement Council (PFMC) to set up 
a plan and manage fishing pressure 
outside the three-mile limit. PFMC 
is the council created by the new 
federal Extended Jurisdiction Act 
which pushed the U. S. fishing terri- 
tory out to 200 miles. 

This body is responsible for man- 
agement of all offshore species in- 
cluding rockfish, fiatfish, and migra- 
tory species such as salmon. 
Specifically, it is this body that limits 
and controls foreign fishing within 
the 200-mile limit. 

The rockfish catch made by Rus- 
sian trawlers is relatively small in 
terms of the total hake catch, less 
than 1 percent of the total take. 
However, this "incidental" catch still 
has an impact on the fishery because 
of the huge volume of the Soviet 
catches. 

The information now being evalu- 
ated will help prevent future over- 
fishing and assure fish for U.S. com- 
mercial trawlers and sports anglers 
alike.D 

Gene Stewart takes an otolith or 'ear- 
bone" from a fish. This structure, found 
in the inner ear, has growth rings that 
help age the fish. 
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The front part of the net is taken in on a reel while the cod end (the bottom) 
is pulled in for unloading Marine birds hover for stray fish or shrimp from 
the net 
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The net yields a good haul. Not all catches were this big. The team made 
a total of 76 tows. Usually the time length of the tows was shorter than normal 
commercial drags. 
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Hyatt Treatment 

by Jim Gladson 

In the ecology of a lake or reservoir 
there is a direct relationship between 
food supply and the number and 
composition of the fish found there. 
When aquatic insects are consumed 
in the larval stage by bullhead catfish 
cruising the bottom of the reservoir, 
then the trout swimming above are 
deprived of an important food source 
found in the hatched insects. 

The result: Bullhead numbers soar 
while trout decline and fishing suc- 
cess for trout goes down as well. The 
solution: Reverse the numbers by 
reducing bullhead population and 
stocking more trout. 

For years rotenone, a chemical 
which inhibits oxygen absorption 
through fish gills, has been used to 
kill fish and chemically rehabilitate 
a lake, stream, or reservoir. In the 
past it has been shaken from the bag 
in powder form, sprayed with pumps, 
squirted by insecticide can, and (' dropped by crop spraying planes, but 
never has it been "bombed" onto a 
reservoir - until now. 

In October the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife treated Hyatt Reser- 
voir, an irrigation impoundment in 
the mountains 20 miles southeast of 

The DC-7 lets go part of its rotenone load. The plane can dump up to 3,000 
gallons of the chemical mixed with water per load. 

Medford. The chemical used was tra- 
ditional; the method of delivery was 
not. This time the rotenone mixed 
with water hit Hyatt Reservoir up to 
3,000 gallons at a time and was deliv- 
ered there by a DC-7 four-engine fire 
retardant bomber flying about 250 
feet above the reservoir surface. A 
total of 21,000 gallons was dropped 
in ten trips. 

The U.S. Forest Service and the 
Bureau of Land Management provid- 
ed the equipment and some man- 

power to mix and load the rotenone. 
The plane was leased by the Depart- 
ment. 

The results are expected to be good. 
The bullheads died and trout will be 
restocked. Within two years the fish- 
ing at Hyatt should be good again. 

The unorthodox method of treat- 
ment also allowed treatment at al- 
most half the cost of treating from 
boats. This was the Department's 
first try at bombing rough fish, but 
will probably not be the lastfl 

A pumper boat with liquid rotenone still had 
to work shoreline areas where the plane 
could not drop. 

A cloud of rotenone descends on Hyatt Reservoir. Aerial dropping got the treatment 
job done quicker at less cost. 
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THIS AND THAT 
compiled by Ken Durbin 

Thirteen Sheep Hunters Successful 
Twenty-three out of the 24 appli- 

cants who succeeded in drawing a 
permit to hunt bighorn sheep this 
year showed up to hunt and 13 were 
successful in taking a ram - literally 
the trophy of a lifetime. 

All four hunters in the Owyhee area 
hunt took a ram. In two hunts for 
the Steens Mountain with six hunters 
authorized for each, three rams were 
taken during the first period and two 
during the second hunt. Hart Moun- 
tain also had two hunting periods 
with four hunters authorized in each. 
Two rams were taken during each 
hunt. 

Robert Anthony of Corvallis took 
the largest ram from the Steens dur- 
ing the second period and it measured 
167-4/8 on the Boone and Crockett 
Club scale, tying with one taken last 
year for the largest bighorn ram killed 
so far in Oregon. 

Columbia River Salmon and 
Steelhead 

The American Fisheries Society 
has announced a new publication, 
COLUMBIA RIVER SALMON 
AND STEELHEAD. The 224-page 
publication contains the proceedings 
of a symposium conducted last March 
at Vancouver, Washington and corn- 
prises 43 papers edited and sum- 
marized by Ernest Schwiebert. 

Papers deal with the mighty Co- 
lumbia and all the many and varied 
problems which threaten its anadro- 
mous fish runs. It was in an effort 
to find a solution to these many vital 
matters that the U. S. Fish and Wild- 
life Service, National Marine Fish- 
enes Service, and Trout Unlimited 
conducted a symposium on the river 
and its fish. 

COLUMBIA RIVER SALMON 
AND STEELHEAD, Special Publi- 
cation * 10 is available from the 
American Fisheries Society, 5410 
Grosvenor Lane, Bethesda, Maryland 
20014. The cost is $10 for non-AFS 
members and payment must accom- 
pany orders. 
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Carp Control Program Initiated at 
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 

A carp control program was initiat- 
ed at Malheur National Wildlife Ref- 
uge on September 22-23 in an attempt 
to kill as many as possible of the 
estimated 3 to 4 million carp that 
infest refuge waters. The carp uproot 
pondweed, muddy the water, and de- 
stroy the productivity of the marsh 
areas so they lose their value to mi- 
gratory birds. 

Refuge manager Joe Mazzoni said 
the beginning step of the operation 
was the spraying of Malheur Lake 
with rotenone. Rotenone is a chemi- 
cal derived from plant roots that 
works on the gill surfaces of fish and 
inhibits their ability to pick up oxy- 
gen from the water, thus suffocating 
them. 

In 14 hours of flying time on Sep- 
tember 22-23, six planes spread 12,000 
gallons of rotenone on the surface of 
the lake. 

A rain after the spraying washed 
rotenone off the vegetation into the 
water and overcast weather occurred, 
both events further prolonging the 
effectiveness of the chemical. 

This effort will give new life to 
Malheur. The tons of dead carp will 
decompose, providing excellent nu- 
trients and will be recycled into 
aquatic plant growth next year. Mi- 
gratory bird use should increase dra- 
matically over the next 5-7 years. 

What are Those Funny-Looking 
Green Plants, Anyway? 

Mary Aiken of Sardis, Mississippi 
was simply trying to follow the Na- 
tional Wildlife Federation's sugges- 
tion that she let her lawn grow wild 
and attract the birds and animals 
that like such backyard habitats. A 
columnist for the Memphis Gommer- 
cial-Appeal asked Mrs. Aiken if she 
ever felt the disapproval of her neigh- 
bors or the city officials. Only once, 
she replied. Someone had advised the 
local constabulary that the green 
plants on the slope of her side yard 
were marijuana and the city sent 
someone out to destroy them. Indig- 
nant, Mrs. Aiken quickly set the 
mayor straight. The plant, she said, 
was not marijuana - it was tickseed 
sunflower - and she was not about 
to have anybody chopping it down as 
an illegal weed! 

Beat the Thirsties 
Dehydration can be a problem 

hunting chukars in the dry canyon - 
country. One of the best solutions to 
the problem we've found is a leather 
bota bag or wineskin often used by 
skiers. The two-liter size will get you 
through a long day's hunt even in hot 
weather if you ration your intake. 
The advantage of the bota bag is that 
it is always full since you squeeze 
both water and air from the container 
when you drink. Therefore, the water 
does not slosh around as it does in 
a hard canteen or plastic water bottle. 
The bag is also comfortable worn 
slung over a shoulder since its soft 
contours nestle into the small of your 
waist. If you're going to use a wine- 
skin, however, we suggest water or 
lemonade and not wine. Chukars are 
hard enough to hit as it is. You can 
buy a bota bag for a few dollars at 
any ski or climbing shop. 

Big Bolts, Bad Busters 
Try to recall the biggest, most hu- 

mungus lightning bolt you've ever 
seen. Got the picture in head? Okay, 
such a bolt might contain 100 
watts of electrical energy, the largest 
size ever recorded by earthbound sci- 
entists, and enough to heat up every 
coffee pot in America at one shot. 

Now try to dream up one single 
lightning bolt that's loo times bigger! 
There really are such demons, recent- 
ly discovered bombing around above 
the north Pacific off the east coast 
of Japan. The Biggie Bolts were dis- 
covered by earth-orbiting U.S. mili- 
tary satellites standing around out 
there watching for nuclear explo- 
sions. 

Michigan Natural 
Resources Magazine 

Some Good Flicks 
The National Shooting Sports 

Foundation, Inc. has produced a nifty 
free brochure that lists well over a 
hundred films on the outdoors. Films 
on everything from hunting quail to 
reloading shells. Hunter education 
instructors and sportsmen's clubs will 
be especially interested in these mov- 
ies, most of which are available with- - 
out charge. Request your brochure 
from NSSF, 1075 Post Road, River- 
side, Connecticut 06878. 

* 
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Managing Land for Timber and Wildlife From Oregon Department of 
Forestry "Forest Log" 

About 600 Roosevelt elk and 7,000 i 

blacktail deer make their winter 
home each year on the White River 
Wildlife Management Area near 
Tygh Valley about 40 miles south of 
The Dalles. 

The timber resources on the 
22,190-acre game reserve are man- 
aged by the State Department of 
Forestry for the Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife. The object of 
the cooperative arrangement is to 
manage the land to produce wildlife - and timber. 

Jim Coyle, The Dalles, is the White 
River wildlife forester who makes 
recommendations to Fish and Wild- 
life. 

"The area is managed to produce 
timber, forage, deer, elk and all small 
critters," Coyle said. "We leave snags 
for woodpeckers and brush piles for 
rabbits and small mammals." 

It's sometimes an unusual job for 
a forester. He's required to protect 
forage species such as bitterbrush 
and manzanita . . . "Stuff a forester 

(__' doesn't normally like to see. On the 
White River, we're planting that," he 
said. 

Fish and Wildlife's goal is to have 
the area consist of 60 per cent forage 
and 40 per cent cover and hiding area 
for the wildlife. Forestry's goal is to 

accomplish that while obtaining the 
highest yield from the timber on the 
land. 

Currently, the majority of market- 
able timber on the land can only be 
used for chips, pulp, firewood and 
posts. Coyle is working to increase 
the limited markets for the material. 
As the timber matures in 20-30 years, 
it will be marketable for sawlog use. 
Some thinning sales are being 
planned in the area now. 

The main considerations are to 
keep the animals from being under 
stress and to provide them with 
forage. Stress is a prime factor deter- 
mining whether the animals will live 
through the winter. Extra precau- 
tions are taken in forestry operations. 

Roads 
"The road system plays a very im- 

portant part in game management," 
Coyle said. "We're putting buffer 
strips along the roads. If the deer can 
see cars going by, they won't use the 
forage they would otherwise." 

Timber thinning 
Much thinning is done by hand, 

rather than by machine, to protect 
the forage species beneath the 
timber. 

Experiments with the design of 

OREGON WILDLIFE 

thinning areas are underway. In the 
first experiment, large blocks of land 
are thinned, but large islands of 
uncut hiding cover are left. In the 
second, long strips of land are 
thinned in a zig-zag pattern so the 
wildlife can hide in the "zags." In the 
third, only a few acres are thinned 
in the center of a stand of timber. 
Fish and Wildlife will be looking at 
the experiments to determine which 
gets the best use by the deer. 

"We know how much each method 
costs," Coyle said, "so we're trying to 
work out the best return." 

Timber sales 
Timber sales are specially handled, 

to the point of having each tree that 
is to be cut marked. Loggers must 
harvest after Aug. 1 and before Nov. 
1, so they are not operating when the 
deer and elk are present. 

Success 
"We haven't had enough time to 

say this is our success story," Coyle 
said, "but I think we're heading in 
the right direction." 

The forestry-wildlife arrangement 
does have several immediate benefits: - The timber management pro- 
gram is fully self-supporting from the 
sale of timber on the land. It does 
not cost the taxpayers anything. Any 
profits left over from managing the 
land goes back to Fish and Wildlife 
to improve the habitat. And, since 
the agency pays in-lieu of taxes, the 
land in the reserve is not taken off 
the tax rolls. - Persons who hunt in the Wasco 
County area have more potential 
game because of the management. - The wildlife reserve benefits the 
surrounding ranchers. Before 1952, 
there were complaints from ranchers 
about the deer damaging their crops. 
The state obtained federal money to 
buy out some of the private lands in 
the area and create the reserve. Now 
most of the remaining ranches are 
outside the main area where the deer 
and elk roam. Ranches are fenced off 
from the reserve and fewer problems 
exist. - And, of course, it benefits the 
wildlife by providing them with im- 
proved food and shelter. 
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Furtaking Continues 

as a Mini-Industry 

Furtaking, Oregon's oldestindustry, 
continues as a livelihood for a few 
trappers and an avocation for a great 
many others. Furs taken in the state 
last year brought nearly $1.2 million 
to some 1,545 licensed furtakers. 

The table shows the number of 
each species taken and the average 
price paid per pelt. Values have gone 
up sharply in recent years for some 
species, especially the bobcat (see re- 
lated story on page 11) and raccoon. 

The 1977-78 fur harvest season gets 
underway for most species the middle 
of this month with most seasons simi- 
lar to those of last year. No major 
changes were adopted in the seasons 
on mink, marten, beaver, and otter. 
Populations remain high on most 
species despite the increased trapping 
efforts brought about by higher fur 
prices. 

Muskrat trapping in Malheur 
County is shortened by a month be- 
cause of heavy pressure along the 
Snake River the past two years. Be- 
cause of the heavy hunting and trap- 
ping pressure on raccoons brought on 
by high fur prices (to $40), a limited 
season from November 15 through 
February 28 was set for this species. 
Until this year there was no closed 
season. A trapper's license is now 
required to take raccoons as it also 
is for all other furbearers. 

There will be no open season for 
bobcats this year in eastern Oregon 
and only a three-month season west 
of the Cascades because of declines 
in bobcat numbers due to high fur 
prices and heavy trapping and hunt- 
ing pressure. 

Trapping licenses and regulations 
booklets may be obtained only from 
the Department of Fish and Wildlife 
at the address printed on the back 
page of this magazine. The cost is $6. 
Beaver trappers are also required to 
purchase tags which cost $1 
apiece. 
Page lO 

The beaver, once trapped to near extinction, was saved through vigorous trap and 
transplant programs and carefully controlled seasons. The bobcat and raccoon now 
join this State animal as protected furbearers in the State wildlife regulations. 

19/6-77 FUR HARVEST 

Species No. Taken Av. Price Value 
Beaver. . . . . 10,784 $18.04 $194,543.36 
Otter ..................... 439 56.90 24,979.10 
Mink ..................... 1,328 10.20 13,545.60 
Muskrat .................. 55,500 4.38 243,090.00 
Raccoon .................. 6,154 20.69 127,326.26 
Marten ................... 74 15.85 1,172.90 
Skunk .................... 679 3.26 2,213.54 
Civet Cat ................. 595 4.80 2,856.00 

Weasel ................... 90 .87 78.30 

Opossum .................. 2,477 2.14 5,300.78 
Badger ................... 687 20.20 13,877.40 
Gray Fox ................. 246 28.09 6,910.14 
Red Fox .................. 691 50.35 34,791.85 
Bobcat ................... 1,998 103.21 206,213.58 
Coyote ................... 5,112 41.22 210,716.64 
Nutria .................... 15,997 5.68 90,862.96 
State Total $1,178,478.41 
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(_A Wee Bit of 
Nearly Nothing 

Many people have never seen a 
stationary hummingbird. Most often 
you get nothing more than a fleeting 
glimpse of furious, buzzing motion. 
Fewer people still have ever seen a 
hummingbird's nest. 

Rowland Gibbs and his wife Pat 
who live west of Portland had a treat 
this summer when a hummingbird 
built a nest on the wind chime hang- 
ing in a courtyard near their front 
door. The nest was already completed 
and furnished with two miniscule 
young when Mrs. Gibbs quite by acci- 
dent noticed it one day. After that 
the Gibbs' both enjoyed watching the 
adult bird's comings and goings and 
the day to day development of the 
young. Both survived "fiedgehood" 
and when they were able to leave the 
nest stayed around the Gibbs' yard 
for several days while they "found 
their wings". 

The nest itself was an artful cre- 
ation woven from moss, hair, spider 

!'_' webs, and what appeared to be cotton 
from a mattress. Lichens were care- 
fully attached to the outside in a 
beautiful example of art in naturef 
OREGON WILDLIFE 

Bobcat Becomes a Furbearer 
The bobcat became a furbearer 

under a new Oregon law in October 
and can now be given the protection 
it badly needs. Strange as that 
sounds, the bobcat until recently has 
been classified by law as a predator 
and could be pursued and killed at 
any time and by any means. 

That circumstance, combined with 
extremely high prices paid in recent 
years for bobcat fur, has put the small 
spotted wildcat in dire straits in some 
parts of Oregon. 

Most sought have been the lighter 
colored cats of eastern Oregon with 
pelt prices going as high as $350. 
Unrestricted hunting and trapping 
pressure has cut populations to very 
low levels. 

The darker bobcats of western Ore- 
gon don't command the astronomical 
prices, averaging closer to $75 a pelt, 
so pressure has been lighter and their 

numbers less reduced. 
The new law, which places the bob- 

cat under the management jurisdic- 
tion of the Fish and Wildlife Depart- 
ment, became effective on October 4. 
That day, meeting by telephone con- 
ference in emergency session, the Fish 
and Wildlife Commission declared a 
closed season for taking bobcats in 
eastern Oregon and set a three-month 
season running from November 15 
through February 15 west of the Cas- 
cades. 

Those participating in that 90-day 
season need a trapping license rather 
than a hunting license under the new 
furbearer status. Hunters, who in the 
past could shoot a bobcat encoun- 
tered while hunting other species, are 
reminded that this is no longer legal 
except during the open season for 
bobcats, and then only for those with 
a trapper's license. 

The King and Us (Continued from page 3) 

land. 
Benjamin Franklin, whose delight- 

ful autobiography for some reason is 
no longer required reading in high 
school, has this to say about his own 
youthful experiment with vege- 
tarianism: 

"In my first voyage from Boston 
to Philadelphia (Franklin was 17), 
being becalmed off Block Island, our 
crew employed themselves in catch- 
ing cod, and hauled up a great num- 
ber. Till then, I had stuck to my 
resolution to eat nothing that had 
had life; and on this occasion I con- 
sidered . . . the taking of every fish as 
a kind of unprovoked murder, since 
none of them had, nor could do us 
any injury that might justify this 
massacre. 

"All this seemed very reasonable. 
But I had been formerly a great lover 
of fish, and, when it came out of the 
frying pan, it smelt admirably well. 
I balanced some time between princi- 
ple and inclination, till recollecting 
that, when the fish were opened, I 
saw smaller fish taken out of their 
stomach; then thought I, 'If you eat 
one another, I don't see why we may 
not eat you.' 

"So I dined upon cod very heartily, 
and have since continued to eat as 
other people; returning only now and 
then occasionally to a vegetable diet. 

So convenient a thing it is to be a 
reasonable creature, since it enables 
one to find or make a reason for 
everything one has a mind 

The popular supposition that man- 
kind is morally evolving even as we 
are growing generally taller in physi- 
cal stature is disturbing because it 
must inevitably lead to disappoint- 
ment when the thoughtful person 
finds it is not true. 

The biological changes we perceive 
are a result of better diets - in many 
cases, a matter of more red meat - 
and not a result of any essential al- 
teration of our genes. And as for 
moral improvement, I suppose each 
new generation has always believed 
it is superior to previous ones. 

The great lesson of the Tutankha- 
men exhibition is that man does not 
change. We alter our religion or econ- 
omy to deal with the needs of life and 
the long-term question of death, but 
these are alterations of form, not sub- 
stance. Today all men seek love, rec- 
ognition, and comfort exactly as we 
sought these values 5,000 or 50,000 
years ago. And all ambition and his- 
tory, with its horrors and glories, stem 
directly from man's eternal search for 
these elementsf 

Reprinted withpermission from Field 
& Stream magazine. 
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