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Thia atudy has been made to e 1f the monthly prices raid fOX 
certain foods in the Detrtmnt or DorrnitorteR at Oregon Stt College 
over a ten year period would be vaiuble as guides In future 
tnstttutional puroha.eing and to ee it the nat1oni commod.tty pr&oe 
trends, ae obt1ned from ublIct&ons of the United 8tete Department 
or Agriculture CFT1 b r1ied uton a an tndx for purchetng foods 
In wholesale quantities. 

The ten years t'rom epternber 1930 through July l94.O was selected 
because It was deemed long ,riough to raske adecuate comparisons and 
to have ths verae Drices comouted of value as a criterIa for future 
purchasing, The study was limited to main-crop potatoes, fresh 
beef, fresh pork loins, flour, cabbage, lettuce, onions and. oranges. 
Phese foods were believed to be a fAIr ample and there was 
information available on thun in the two government publications, 
The Agricultural Situation" and Consumers' Guid&' which were used 

as source material. 
Tables were made of the averaged monthly prices for each 

oommodity and graths drawn to further show the fluctuations in 
prices. Xn interprting these prices for comiarison, the highest and 
the lowest prices for anar month wIth an average price of that 
respective month for the ten year period have been taken. The 
highest and the lowest trice for tJî qame month within the ten year 
period has been comrared with the national commodity price trend as 
reported in the two government publicattons used as ecurce material. 

Probably the main factors influencing the trend prices of 
vegetables and fruits are the increase or decrease In acreage, 
the yield and t1'e demand as Indicated by business conditions. It 
should be rsniemberec3 in reading forecasts of probable yields that 
any unueul weather conditions may change the final yield greatly. 

This study has shown that potatoes 
dormitories during the month of March. 
the trend of potato prices in the United 
expensive for the dormitories during the 
corresponde with the trend in the United 

are cheapest for the 
This does not coincide with 
States. Potatoes are moat 
month òf July. This 
States. 
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?reh Beef is che&pest during th fall nd wtnter and most expenelve durtn, th sunner. This follows the tend of r1cea t the United Bttee. Pork loins tre most exrenAlve during the summer months an: 1eet xen1 aurtru, the -tnter. Tht, too, fo1los the trend or ork prtoe irt the Uried States. 

Flotu-. beirg statie, tìoe not tIwtute in pries &a ììuch as do the fresh too1e. ttxe flour pr1ces sm to nave fo11oed the national trend. Accoritng to the aiersge prices obt aXned, flour te eheapest c?.urtg t1'e tail and winter. 

Cabbage and onions ar 1at .. xpenive ring the fall and most expente durn the srin. Thts is the trerd of trieec throughout the United States. 

Lettuce prtcs t1uatate ebsrty from nth to month throughout the United States ee well as to the dormitories. It te most expensive in April and least exenstve 5uring Ootber arid. June. 
Oranges cct the teartment the Iseet in iarch. J&nuerj and February re onsidre th low nonthe in the Unttd Stetes. Oranges are meet expensive during September. 

This study bss shown that the nt%ona1 comrnedity prtoE trends as obtained troin the two publications of the Unttett Statee Deprtmen of Agrioulture, he Agrieultural Situatio& and 'Consumere' Gutde, can be relied uron es an index fcr purohasing foods in whoIea1e c,uantitiee. The forecasts muet be o11eed from month to month o be of the greatest velue ae any unusuI weather conditions effect the fina]. yield greatly. The average monthly rrtces cn be ueed as guides for future institutional marehasing. 
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COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE WHOLESALE PRICES 
OF CERTAIN DORMITORY FOOD PRODUCTS WITH 

NATIONAL COMMODITY PRICE TRENDS 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCT ION 

on of artrnent of Dormtto 

The Department of Dormitories, Oregon State College, 

:1.s made up of three un1ts the two dormitories for 
women, Margaret Snell Hall and Waldo Hall; the Men's 

Dormitory, and the Memorial Union Dini:ng Service. The 

Men's Dormitory consists of five halls - Cauthorn, 

Weatherford, Hawley, Buxton and Poling. The total 
Capacities of all the halls is 733 students. Margaret 

Snell Hall and Waldo Hall each have their own kitchen and 

dining room. The students who live in the Men's Dormitory 

have their meals served in their dining room in the 

Memorial Union Building. The Memorial Union Dining Service 

includes the men's dormitory dining room, the College tea 

room where luncheons are served five days a week, and 

banquet service. 

The director of dormitories purchases all foods and 

supplies for the department. Controlling stock record 

cards are kept on file in her office. Amounts and prices 

of all food purchased are recorded on these cards. 

Methods of Purchasing Foods and 

All foods and supplies with the exception of fresh 
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fruits and vegetables are purchased on contract through 

the State Purchasing Department located in the State 

Capital a.t Sslrn, Oregon. Canned goods are contracted 

for once a yesr. Flour and other cereal contracts are 

made twice a year. The new contracts go into effect 

March first end September first. Meat contracte are 

awarded four times a year by the State Purchasing 

Deartrnent. These contracts go into effect on Jenuary 

first, April first, July first and October first, 

Purpose of Study 

This study hs a twofold purpose. The first purpose 

was to find out if the monthly prices paid for certain 

foods in the Department of Dormitories over a ten year 

period would be valuable as guides in future institutional 

purchasing. The second purpose was to see if the 

national commodity price trends as obtained from publi- 

cations of the United States Department of Agriculture 

can be relied upon as an index for purchasing foods in 

wholesale quantities. 

Scope 

This comparative study of wholesale prices of certain 

dormitory foods with national commodity price trends 

extends over a ten year period from September 1930 through 

July l9LO. 

The writer believed that this ten year period would 
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be a sufficient length oÍ' time over which to make ad.eauate 

comparisons of prices with the national commodity price 

trends. It seemed reasonable to believe that any unusual 

fluctuations of prices in any one year would not 

seriously affect the genral averege of the ten year period. 

Furthermore, it was believed that the average prices of 

v.rious food commodities over a ten year period would be 

a more reasonable criteria than those computed over a 

shorter length of time. 

In order to make this study ol. the wholesale prices 

of certain dormitory foods with n8tional commodity price 

trends, it was necessary to limit the number of foods to 

be studied. It been try 

make a compsrison of all food products purchased by the 

dormitories with national commodity rrice trends. In the 

first place time would not permit the wr±ter to make such 

a detailed study had the material been available. Further- 

more, information in the government public:tions was not 

available on all food commodities. Therefore, a sampling 

of various kinds of food products was selected, namely, 

main-crop potatoes, fresh beef, fresh cork, flour, cabbage, 

lettuce, onions and oranges. It was believed that from 

this sampling one could establish whether or not such 

comprisons as are proposed in this study would be of value 

to the one who expects to purchase foods in large 

quantities. 
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Source of Material 

The who1es1e prices of the food products selected 

for study were taken from the stock record cards in the 

office of the Dep8rtment of Dormitories. These food 

record cards are kept in detail with all purchases re- 

corded and prices averged over each month's transactions. 

The writer had free access to all these records, 

The national commodity price trends have been 

obtained from the following Federal Government publications, 

"The Agricultural Situation" and "Consumers' Guide". "The 

Agricuitur 1 Situation" is issued monthly by the Bureau 

of Agricultural Economics of the United States Derartment 

of Agriculture. "Consumers' 4ujd9 is prepared by Con- 

sumers' Counsel Division and issued monthly from June 

through September and semi-monthly trough May. Copies 

of "The Agricultural Situation" for the ten year reriod 

were available for this study. The first issue of 

GuideU was published September lL1, 1933. 

Method of Procedure 

The wholesale prices of the food, products studied 

were the averaged monthly prices as recorded on the 

dormitory stock record cards. The average prices covered 

a period of eleven months, September through July, of each 

of the ten years studied. There are no prices available 

for any month of August during the ten year period. All 
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dormitories on the campus of Oregon State College are 

closed during this month. The average prices for the 

months of September covers the food, products purchased 

for use during approximately the last third of the month 

since college usually does not open before September 20th. 

The averaged monthly prices for each commodity studied 

has been recorded in tables by calendar months and years. 

The compensons of these average prices have been made by 

months over the ten year period. For instance, the 

September price of one yeer is compared with the September 

price of the other years. In interpreting these prices 

for comparison, the highest and the lowest prices for any 

month with price of th.t respective for 

the ten yeer period have been taken. The highest and 

lowest price fon the seme month within the ten year period 

has been compared with the netional commodity price trend 

as reported in the two government pub1ictions used as 

source materiel. 

In addition to the tables of these averaged monthly 

prices, graphs have been mede of each commodity to show 

more clearly the fluctuation from month to month and year 

to year of the prices paid for these specific food 

commodities by the Depertment of Dormitories. 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATuRE 

So far as the writer could learn, no other studies 

of t}is sort have been made as several leading colleges 

and universities having Schools of Home Economics reported 

no studies of similar nature. 

Two government public'tion, The Agricultural Situation 

and Consumers' Guide, have been used exten ively in the 

preparation of this study. The material from these two 

publications has been incorporated in the body of the 

thesis. Therefore, no attempt hac been made to report it 

in the review of literature, The Agricultural Situation" 

offers a brief summary of economic conditions and is 

issued monthly by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 

"Consumers' Guide" has a section called "your Food Bill" 

or 'Your Food Costs and Supplies". It is repared by 

Consumers' Counsel Division and is issued monthly from 

June through September arn-9 smi-monthly from October 

through May. 

Some materisl not directly related to the comrarison 

of the wholesale prices of certain dormitory foods with 

the national price trends has been included in the review 

of literature because of its general application to the 

subj e c t, 

In discussing pra ctical buying for institutions 
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MartIn (7) states that usually purchasing should be done 

by one person or a central purchasing office. Purchasing 

by contract is best but competitive bids should be re- 

quested before awarding the contract. 

A report of the Federal Trade Commission (lo) on 

the wholesale marketing of food states that there are five 

stages through which food materie . Is and foods in industry 

pass. Each stage of the first four has a useful purpose 

for which a reasonable compensation should be paid. These 

five stages are: (a) production, the bringing into being 

of the raw materials; (b) manufacturing, the preparation 

by manufacture, refinement, preserving or other process 

of conversion; (e) wholesaling, which is the gathering 

together in quantities, products of various sorts from 

widely separated sources; (d) retailing, which is the 

carrying of smaller amounts of these various products to 

smaller communities for the immediate satisfaction and 

convenience of the consumer; (e) consuming, the end of 

the process and the purpose of it all. The first and 

second of these stages are usually included in the term 

production and the third and fourth in the term distri- 

bution. 

Adams (2) states that it is considered almost an axiom 

that the prices of agricultural products fluctuate more 

violently then do those of manufactured goods. There are 

three classes of agricultural commodities: staples; semi- 



staples; and perishable food products. There is a great 

difference in the way prices of the three fluctuate. 

Staples fluctuate the least, whereas, the variations in 

prices of perishables are far more violent than with 

other agricultural products. Fresh vegetables are the most 

unsteady in price of all perishables. 

Adams (2) further states that the wholesale prices 

of all products vary more than do the retail prices. 

Fresh vegetables fluctuate violently in wholesale price. 

The retail price is fixed at a point which gives the 

retailer a rofit even hen he buys his goods at the 

highest wholesale price. The fluctuations in the 

wholesale prices of vegetables injures the producer because 

he often has to sell his produce far below the cost of 

production. The consumer is benefited very little as the 

price he pays remains comparatively high. Therefore, the 

great variations in the prices of perishables cause the 

producer to receive lese and the consumer to pay more 

than when a steady price is maintained. 

Adams (i), in summarizing the trend of business 

states that an increase in the general level of prices 

indicates an improvement in business conditions and a 

decline in prices, a decline in business conditions. 

There are other classes of statistics which may be 

used to interpret the trend of business. Among them are: 

statistics on the volume of production of goods, number of 



people employed and unemployed, accumulation of goode by 

producers, volume of bank business, volume of traffic of 

railroads, volume of new construction, profitableness of' 

business and. the number of business failures which oecur. 

These statistics are used to help understand the exact 

condition of business at particular periods. They also 

help to explain the underlying economic conditions at 

different periods and are an aid in making forecasts of 

the future trend of business. G-enerally speaking these 

statistics are used to help explain why the price level 

goes up and down at certain periods, or to predict what 

the price level in the immediate future is apt to be. 

Students of business fluctuations look upon the 

rhythmical phenomena as a cyclical movement. The cycle 

being a comolete price movement consisting of a rapid 

upward movement, then a downward movement followed by 

readjustment or slight rise in prices. No two business 

cycles are exactly alike. 

According to Bratt (3) there are two general types 

of agricultural-commodity price forecasting. One type 

is the forecasting of prices before the crop is harvested, 

the other, the forecasting of prices after the crop is 

harvested. The second method is the simpler. The fore- 

casting of agricultural prices before the crop is harvested 

involves the sanie problems as the forecasting after 

harvest, and involves in addition the forecasting of the 
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amount of the commodity which will be hrvested. The 

forece eting of the amount of the harvest depends princi- 

pally uoon a forecast of the weather. 

RAfter the crop is harvested, the pincial factors 

determining the change in the price of agricultural 

commodities during the following few months are usually 

known. The change in price for this limited period is 

principally the resultant of the interaction of demand 

for the product which has existed in the recent rat and 

the reltively fixed suprly. 

11Although the princiral factors determining price 

are kno . n at harvest, one that is not known is business- 

cycle changes. Our forecasts of the business cycle are 

rather poor, and therefore any effect changes in business 

conditions may have on the demand for the product 1g 

largely unknom. For most products, the changes in 

business conditions are adequately shown, for this purpose, 

by the changes in the general average of wholesale prices. 

Except in case of the mos.t unusually rapid changes in 

cyclical conditions, the change in general wholesale 

prices will be relatively slight in the period of a few 

months. Therefore, our inability to forecast business- 

cycle changes does not prevent us from satitactorily 

forecasting the price of agricultural commodities at most 

times, 

The price forecast, based upon the supply available 
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when the harvest has been completed, Is useful only until 

aoinething le definitely known about the following yeart s 

crop. Ordinarily this will not be for several months after 

harvest, but there are cases when something is known 

earlier than usual about the probable size of the following 

year's crop. This may occur because of unusual weather 

conditions, for instance, 

Several individuals have shown that the price fore- 

casts of most agricultural commodities (after harvest) 

are quite 



CHAPTER III 

BODY OF THESIS 

Potatoes 

Potato production in the United States 18 dIvided 

into three crops: the early crop, the intermediate and 

the late or main crop. Early crop potatoes are shipped 

from Florida, Bermuda and Cuba in January and February. 

This continues through March with car-lots being shipped 

from Florida, Texas and Arizona. 

Virginia, Maryland, Kansas and New Jersey are the 

Important producing regions for the intermediate crop of 

potatoes. This crop furnishes almost three-fourths of 

the shipments during July and August. They are quick 

maturing potatoes. 

The main crop or late potatoes are grown from Maine 

to Montana in practically all states north of the 39th 

parallel. They arrive on the market In August and by 

September make up practically all shipments (s). About 

one-half of this crop Is used on the farms and the other 

half Is sold. These potatoes have good keeping qualities 

and are stored for winter use. This main crop of potatoes 

comprises about four-fifths of the total production. 

The fifteen states which furnish all but a few thousand 

cars of the main-crop shipment are Maine, Minnesota, 

Wisconsin, Michigan, New York, California, Colorado, Idaho, 
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North Dakota, Washington, Pennsylvania, Nebraska, Oregon, 

South Dakota and Montana. 

It is posib1e to foreesst the orobable trend of the 

coming main crop potato market season as early as May 

when planting is in progress. The United States 

Department of Agriculture reports in a general way whether 

the acreage for the season is more or less than usual. 

Usually the crop varies according to the acreage planted 

but sometimes reduced acreage is offset by a large yield, 

or an injury to the crop will cause a shortage from a 

lrge acreage. Consequently, crop reports and forecasts 

must be followed month by month. The forecasts in August 

and September are more definite. 

Several factors influence prices of potatoes. The 

most important factor is the crop yield. Anything below 

three bushels of potatoes per capita is considered a short 

crop. When the crop falls below this figure, prices are 

almost certain to be high during the winter. If the crop 

is larger than three bushels per capita, potatoes are apt 

to be cheap throughout the winter. However, potatoes 

share price depressions with other commodities during 

business depressions and unemployment. Three main points 

must be considered in trying to fix at long range the 

probable trend of prices: 

1. the increase or decreace of acreage; 
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2. the total supply as indicated by yield; freezing, 

rot or disease reducing the final amount; 

3. the demand as indicated by business conditions. 

Sometimes imported potatoes and sweet potatoes offer 

competition to this late crop of potatoes. The old or main 

crop and new potatoes compete with each other during April, 

May and June when both are on t1 e market (12). 

This study deals entirely with old or main crop 

potatoes. They are purchased in one hundred pound sacks 

for the Department of Dormitories. Table (1) shows the 

average monthly price of potatoes per hundred pounds 

paid during the ten year period from September 1930 

through July i9-o. 

In September potatoes are purchased by the Department 

of Dormitories as needed in small lots. They are relatively 

scarce then because the main-crop has not been harvested. 

The highest price patd in the months of September for the 

ten year period studied was 2 in 1930; the lowest price, 

99 cents in 1931, with the average September price for 

the ten years l.36 per hundred pound sack (see table). 

The high price in 1930 was due primarily to the short 

crop of potatoes which was caused by the hot dry weather 

during the summer (16). It would seem that the financial 

depression which began in 1929 had not had much effect on 

potato prices at that time. The low prices of 1931 were 

probably due to two things - the increase in volume over 
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1930 and. the reduced purchesing power of the people caused 

by the 
depressione Markets we re weak and prices extremely 

low everywhere (25). This increase in volume iroduction 

and, consequently, loiver prices in l9l over 1930 was 
forecast in March. 13l by "The Agricultural Situation" (21). 

The highest Drice paid in the months of October was 

.l.9O in 1936; the lowest price, 9 cents in 1936, with 

the average October price 1,3l (see table). The high 

price of potatoes in 1936 was due to the small crop 

produced, the smallest since 1926. This small crop was 

caused by a reduction in growing acreage and the un- 

favorable weathr conditions which occurred during the 

planting and growing seasons (3). The low price of 1935 

may have been due to the geographical distribution of the 
crop raised. The total crop for the entire United States 

was smaller than that of 193I. but the crop in the west, 

from which source the dormitories would draw their 

potatoes, wee much larger (91). 

The highest price raid in November was 2.31 in 1936; 

the lowest price, 5 cents n 1932, with the average 

November price 4l.39 (see table). The record cards 

show that in November 1936 a canot of four hundred one 

hundred pound sacks of potatoes was purchased for the 

dormitories. All indications were that prices would con- 

tinue to go higher during the winter. It would seem that 
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the director had kept abreast with the forecasts for it 

proved true and the c8rlot purchase o± pot9toee was a good 

investment for the dorinitoriec. The price of otatoee 

during the winter wa extremely high (-). The low nrice 

in 1932 was due to the financial depression with subse- 

cuently low purchasing power of the people. The total 

crop in 1932 wag less thsn. that of sorne other years, 

therefore, the p1-ice should hve been hiher but the 

rnrkets ere weak and the prices extrerre1y low (31). 

The highest and lowest prices in December are the 

same as for November. The average December price was 

l.3l. The reasons for these prIces are the same as for 

November. 

The highest price paid in January was 2.3l in 1937; 

the lowest price, 90 cents in l93, with tb.e average 

January price $1.30. It should be remembered that these 

potatoes that were used in January had been purchased in 

November 1936 and. stored for use. High prices were fore- 

cast during the fall months of 1936. The seasonal increase 

that usually takes place in the winter because of the 

storage costs was expected to be larger than usual. The 

average price of potatoes in the United States did continue 

to go higher as forecasted (5). It was well that a canot 

of potatoes had been purchased for the dormitories. This 

suprly lasted untIl in April. The low price of 90 cents 

ren hundred pounds of potatoes in January 1935 was due 
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to the size of the 193Il potato crop which ws the 1rgest 

since 192. SupDlies were very ample nd Drices were 

low (6-), 

The highest price paid in ebrury was 2.31 in 

1937 (potatoes purehRsed in JTov. 1936); the 1owet Drice, 

5 cents in 1935, with the average February price A 

moderte Increase In price.c . of potatoes cn be expected 
during the winter to cover the costs of storege and 

shrinkage. In January and Februry 1935 the average 

pc'teto prices throughout the United States rem.ined 

unchenged. Th .. e February price in Corv11is was slihtly 

less than that of Jsnuary 1935. This wee orob8bly due to 

the unusually lerge suptly being held in storage by the 

potato deIrs (65). 

The highest price paid in March was 2.3l in 1937 

( potatoes were purchased in November 1936); the lowest 

price, 70 cents in 1932, with the average March price 

*1.26. The low price of potatoes in March l92 was due 

to the derression. The volume was not very large, but 

the markets were cull and draggy (29). 

The highest price paid in April was 3.00 in 1937; 

the lowest price, 1.i.0 in 193g with the average April 

price l.56. The yea . rs 1937 and l93 show the extremes 

in the effect of the crop yield on the prices of potatoes. 

The 1936 croe of potatoes was very small and caused prices 

to he high during the winter and spring of 1937. The 



1937 crop of potatoes was much larger than that of 1936, 

conseuent1y, erices were extremely low (9Ll). The highest 

point in old-potato prices for the entire United States 

usually occurs in April. Prices go down when new potatoes 

start moving in volume in May (u). 

The highest price paid for potatoes in May was 

in 1937; the lowest price 93 cents in l93l-, with the 

average May price l.514-. Potatoes were expensive in May 

1937 because of the small crop in 1936. The price in May 

1937 was less than in April 1937 because new potatoes were 

coming on to the market from Florida, Texas and other 

southern regions. The crop was reported very large. This 

was exactly as in April ). The late potato 

crop of 1933 was small but after March 1, l93 the whole- 

sale prices of potatoes went down steadily because of the 

heavy shipments of old potatoes from Maine, Idaho and 

Colorado (56). 

The highest price paid in June was *4-.O in 1936; 

the lowest price, 97 cents in l93L, with the average June 

price, 1.79. Old potatoes that are used in June have 

been harvested and stored in October or November. The 

paid for potatoes in June 1936 was not only the 

highest for all months of June but the highest for any 

month in the ten year period (see graph). There are 

several factors which caused this sharp advance. One of 

the most Important factors was the early clean-up of the 



main-.crop potatoes (so). Frosts in October 1935 decreased 

the size of the main potato crop and resulted in light 

supplies after April. New potatoes were not available in 

large enough quantities to affect the lower shipments of 

old potatoes. Drought conditions during May, in important 

potato growing areas, indicated that new potato supplies 
during June and July would be less than in 1935. These 

factors, combined with a temporary slowing up in new 

potato receipts, caused potato prices to go skyward the 

latter part of May and early June (ei). The low price of 
potatoes in June 193)4- was due to the large shipments of 

new potatoes that came into the wholesale markets. While 

there was not an excessive supply of old potatoes on 

hand, the demand was not great (57). 

The highest price paid for potatoes in July was 

3.1-2 in 1936; the lowest price, in 1939, with the 

average July price per hundred pound sack. The 

reasons for the exceedingly high price in July 1936 are 

the same as given for June 1936. A larger supply of 

potatoes had been shipped to the wholesale markets in July 

and the potato dealers were eager to get rid of their 

holdings so the price was less than in June (2). The 

supplies of potatoes on hand in the summer of 1939 had 

increased seasonally and the price was low. The forecast 

for the summer was for less potatoes than in l93 but a 

slightly larger crop in the fall and winter (99). 
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Conclusions 

1. If these average prices of main crop potatoes 

over the ten year period from September 1930 

through July l9140 are to be used as a criteria 

for institutional purchasing in the future, it 

should be remembered that there were years of 

financial depression in the period studied which 

may have reduced the average price more than it 

would be under normal times. The purchasing 

power of the people was considerably less than 

usual during part of this period. 

2. Forecasts for potatoes should be followed from 

month to month during the growing and harvesting 

seasons. A serious dry spell, a frost, freeze 

or other unusual weather conditions may change 

the prospects of the crop materially in one 

month's time. 

3. A report of freeze damage to potatoes may cause 

the price to advance sharply until the extent of 

the injury has been determined and then the price 

may go down again (30). 

The supply of oid potatoes on hand on any January 

first is an important factor in determining the 

trend of the late crop potato price from January 

through June (314). 

5. Prices advance when shipments are retarded because 
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of bad weather (35). 

6. This study shows that the average potato prices 

are the highest for the dormitories during the 
month of July. This corresponds with the trend 

of potato prices in the United States, The 

highest-priced season is during May, June and 

July. 

7. This study shows that potatoes are the least 

expensive for the dormitories during the month of 

March. This does -iot coincide with the trend 

of potato prices in the United States. October, 

November and December are the cheap potato season 

with the lowest prices in November (63). 

This difference in trends may be due to the nearness 

of Corvallis to the Oregon potato growing regions and also 

to the methods of storage. Potatoes are held in common 

storage ir potato cellars until in the spring at which 

time they are either sold or put in cold storage for late 

spring and summer sale. The price is usually lower at the 

time of removal from the cellars in order to seU as many 

as possible. After potatoes are put into cold storage 

plants with the added expense, the owner of the product is 

not as anxious to sell and holds for a higher price. This 

is reflected in the late spring and summer prices. 



TABLE I 

POTATOES 

Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. April 
Yearly 

May June July Acreage 

193 9 11.0 

1.50 1.311. 1.31 1.31 1.31 1.31 1.25 1.3 1.59 1.77 i.5 1.11-5 

193 -39 
1.31 -_1.19 1.21 1.22 1.01 1.01 1.01 1.13 1.17 1.O 1.O 

1937-3g 
1.511. 1.311. 1.22 1.011. l.01I l.O1l 1.0Ll 1.10 1.15 1.32 1.75 1.23 

1936-37 
1.57 1.90 2.31 2.31 2.31 2.31 2.31 3.00 2.l 2.65 1.76 2.29 

1935-36 
1.22 9 1.75 l.711 1.11. 1.65 1.63 2.05 2.36 11..O 3.4-2 2.07 

193ll.a3 

l.1 1.05 1.00 .95 .90 .5 1.00 1.75 1.75 i.6 1.63 1.25 

1933_314- 

1.211. 1.50 1.11.0 1.30 1.30 1.11-5 1.25 1.25 .93 .97 1.30 1.26 

1932-33 
1.07 1.00 .5 .5 .93 ,9 .9E 1.16 1.27 1.514. 2.50 1.19 

1931-32 
.99 .99 1.00 1.00 1.00 .7 .70 1.25 1.25 1.2 1.50 l.0 

l93O14-1 
2.00 1.5 l.5 1,4-O 1.14-O 1,14-O 1.114 1.50 1.50 1.511- 1.511- 1,5e 

Average 
1.36 1.31 1.39 1.31 1.30 l.2 1.26 1.56 1,511. 1.79 1.3 1.14-5 
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Fresh Beef 

Meat contracts are awarded by the State Purchasing 

Department at Salem, Oregon four times a ycar. The new 

contracts go into effect On Janu&ry first, April first, 

July first and. October first. Meat for the department is 

ordered s needed directly from the meat packing company 

that has been awarded the contract. Only hind quarters 

end rounds of beef are used In the dormitories, The 

auality grade purchased is Number i steer beef. The price 

of hind cuarters is being considered In this study. 

The highest once paid for hind quarters of No. i 

steer beef in eny July, August and. September (summer 

cohtract) In the ten ye r period studied wes .i71- per 

pound in l93; the iowest price, .O7 in l9 )4-, with the 

average July, Auaust and . September price .i145 (see table 

II). There seems to be only one explanation for beef 

being high in July, Aurust nd September 1933 - increase 
in consumer demand. The supoiles of beef avail a ble for 

consumptIon were recorted the lergest for th,t period, j 

several years yet throughout the United States the tendency 

had been for prices to advance (39). Prices of beef in 

July, August and, Seoterner l93L rere low because of the 
very liberal supplIes on the market (5g). The average 

United States farm price of beef cattle had gone down 

between May 15 end June 15 (59). It should be remembered 
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that this contract had been .. w8rded in June to begin on 

July 193)-l-. 

The highest price paid In any October, November and. 

December (fall contract) was .i6U- in 1937 the lowest 

price, .O5 in 193Ll-, witb the average fall price .129 

(see table II). Prices were high In the fall of 1937 

becue of the extrem1y small sup1Ie of grain-fed 

cattlee This was a result of .. the 1936 droutht. This con- 

dition had. forced the early marketing of ctt1e and con- 

sequently, prices went to high levels. The prices in 1937 

were higher than those after the 193-l- drougil . t. This as 

due to increased consumer demands (92). Beef trices were 

low in 1931l- due to the liberal supriles of beef cettle 

on the market. Many cattle were sent to market earlier 

than usua]. because of the drought existing (62). 

The highest price paid. in any January, February and 

March (winter contract) was .177 in 1931; the lowest 

price, .O9 in 1933, rjth the average winter contract 

price .129 (see table II), Prices were ' . igh in 1931 because 

cattle feeders were holding off sending their cattle to 

market. This scarcity coupled with a good demand for well 

finishd beef keflt prices up (is). Beef prices were low 

in January 1933 as a result of an unusually weak cattle 

market s.nd declining cattle prices during the fall. During 

November and December beef has to meet increased competition 

from the holiday supplies of poultry. The turkey crop in 
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192 was unusuelly lerge. This, too, would help to bring 

beef prices down (33). 

The highest price paie' in any April, May and June 

(spring contract) was .17 per pound in l99, the lowest 

price, .O94- in l9314, with the avere ,. ge April price .l31.1 

(see table II). The high price in 1939 is the result of 

increased consumer purchasing power and increased demand. 

There were wnple supplies of beef on the market but beef 

prices were higher (9g). There is usually a seasonal 

increase in the price of beef after Februsry (95). The 

contract price of .O9Ll per pound of beef to the dormitories 

in the epring of l93 was evidently a very good one for 

the trend in beef prices throughout the United States was 

higher than in 1933 (the spring contract price for the 

dormitories in 1933 wee .11). However, the rnerketing 

of cattle during the winter had been very heavy (51). 

Beef prices had been et e, very low level (52). 

Conclus±ons 

1. This study shows that beef is cheapest for the 

formitories during the fall and winter, This 

follows the trend of prices throughout the 

United States. Prices go down during the last 

civarter of the yeer as meat becomes more 

plentiful (95). 

2. Beef is most expensive for the dormitories during 
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July, August arid September according to the 

average prices obtained. from this study. 

3. Drought conditions during any one summer may 

cause beef prices to be high the following 

summer if cattle producers are forced to sell 

off their stocks due to the feed supply. A 

shortage of corn or pasture will force owners 

to sell their cattle and immediately lower prices 

result due to the supply being greater than the 

demand (63). 

L_. Meat marketing experts believe that when beef 

prices go up after a depression, it is a sure 

indication of better consumer purchasing power (53). 

5. Beef is in greater demand and prices go higher 

when supplies of pork and lamb are short. 

6. Prices of beef may vary from city to city due 

to the distance from the source of supply. Costs 

of transportation are an important part of the 

price of beef, (55). 



TABLE II 

BEEF HINDS 
Yeerly 

Oct. Nov. Dee. Jen. Feb. March April May June July Aver.e_ _Sept. 

.17 .162 .162 .162 .156 .156 .i6 .169 .169 .169 
_. . ___. _._ 

.17 .165 
.. -- .. 

.___ . 
.____ 

,15 .1 

_.___. . 

-- ---- 

.1 .153 .153 .153 .17 .17 .17 .17 .16 

1937-3d 
.15 .i6'- .i6L .13 .13 .13e .157 .157 .157 .15 .155 

1936-37 
.l3- .129 .129 .129 .lLt .lL. .l4- .16 .16 *_ .16 .15 

.13 .129 .129 .129 .129 .129 .129 13 .i3 .13e .131I .132 

193L1-35 
.O7 .O5 .OE5 .O5 .io6 .1o6 .106 .15 .15 

- 
.15 .13 .112 

i33-3 
17i4 _ .114 .114- .111.O9.OS9 .O9 .095 .095.095 .O7 .112 

i q 32-33 
113 .113 .113 .113 .O7 .O7.O7 .11 .11 .11 17L .12 

131-32 
Y153 .096 .096 .096 .112 .112 .112 .14-3 .1i-3 .1U-3 .113 .123 

1930-31 
.166 _ .19.i9.19.177 .177 .177 .15 .15 .15.153 .159 

Average 
.129 .129 .129 .129 .129 .129 134- .131 .1314 .114-5 .137 

O9 
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Pork Loins 

Meat contrscts are awarded four times a year by 

the State Purchasing Department at Salem, Oregon. The 

new contracts go into effect on January first, April first, 

July first nd October first. All fresh pork for the 

dormitories is ordered as needed directly from the meat 

packing company that has the contract. The contract prices 

of pork loins are being considered in this study. 

The highest price paid for pork during any July, 

August and September (summer contract) in the ten year 

period studied res 33 cents per ound in 1930; the lowest 

price, .095 in 1932, with the average summer contract 

price .175 (see table III). The price paid for pork in 

the summer of 1930 was the highest pa .. id in any period 
during the ten years studied. This may have been caused 

by a reduction in supplies because many hogs had been 

sent to market in Mey and June. The storage suplies of 

hog products on May first were much smaller than the year 

earlier. Then the reduced purchasing power of the people 

had not shown much effect on the price of meat when this 

contract was issued in July (114). The low price of pork 

in September 1932 shows the effects of the world-wide 

business depression, the decline in the general price 

level and increased European hog production (2g). The 

increase in production in Europe caused the United States 
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exports to be the smallest in more than thirty years. 

This forced a larger than usual proportion of the country's 

total production on the domestic market at a time when 

consumer purchasing power was greatly reduced because of 

the business depression. Consequently, hog prices declined 

to very low levels (27). 

The highest price paid in any October, November and 

December (fall contract) wa .25 in 1930; the lowest 

price, .10 in 1933, with the average fall contract price 

.17 (see table III). Prices were still very high in the 

fall of 1930. The cents reduction in the price under 

the July, August and September contract may be due to the 

effects of the reduced purchasing power of the people. 

Demand for all meats had weakened considerably after 

February 1930. The foreign demand for pork had decreased 

greatly thus weakening the export market (114). Table III 

shows that the price of pork to the dormitories declined 

steadily for a year and a half. Probably the most 

important factor ceusing the low price in October, 

November and December l93 was the unusually large supply 

of hogs that had gone to market during the eumnìer. The 

supply was even greater than had been anticipated. Some 

of these hogs should have gone to market in the late 

winter and early spring of 1933 but were held over in 

anticipation of obtaining higher prices during the summer 

of 1933 (3g). It was between August 23rd and September 29th 
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this year (1933) that 6,1I4o,000 pige weighing less than 

loo pounds and. 211,OOO weighing over 2O pounds were 

slaughtered for government account. About 5% of these 

pigs were classed as light weights end were converted. 

into inedible products (Li). UThe Agricultural Situation" 

of October 1933 stated that s. rether substarìtil advance 

in hog prices seemed certein because of the sharp 

curtailment in slaughter supplies between October 1, 1933 

and. May i, 193)4. (14.0). Table III shows that prices to the 

dormitories CUd. increase during that time. 

The hIghest price paid in Jenry, Februar and. March 

(winter contract) was .20 in 1936; the lowest price, 

.067 in 1933, with the average January, February and 

March price (see table III). The price was high 

in 1936 because the supiy of hogs was the srnalle st in many 

years (73). The price of pork in the winter of 1933 was 

the lowest for any period in the ten years studied. Hog 

prices throughout the United Stetes had reched the lowest 

level i.n thirty-five years. Marketings of hogs had. not 

been exceedina:ly large In the fall because of the decrease 

in the spring pig crop the year before and. the demand for 

hog roducts, both et home and. ebroed was extremely poor 

(33). These factors contributed to keeping the prices 

very low. 

The highest price paid in any April, May end June 
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(spring contract) was .1 in 1936 and 1937; tu . e lowest 

rice, .113 i.n 1933, with the average spring contract 

price .15 (see table III). Pork was htgh in the epring 

of 1936 bec.u.se the supplies were small. The price is 

less th n the previous contract because after the 
Supreme Court invalidated the hog processing tax on 

January 6, 1936, the wholesale prices of fresh pork pro- 

ducts went down (76). This hog processing tax went into 

effect on November 1, 1933. The tax rete started at 50 

cents per 100 pounds live weight nd increased by 

successive st9ges until by March 1, 193)-t- the rate had 

reached 2.25 per 100 pounds live weight. This tax was 

imposed in order to raise the money needed to ay the 

farmers for their agreement to curtail the number of hogs 

raised, The consumer of pork products paid this tax 

because all costs that go into meking and markeUng a 

product are included. In the price he paid. (70). Prices 

in the spring 1937 were high because the market supply 

of hogs had been reduced due to the 1936 drought. Corn 

was both sc ,. ree and expensive and as a result hogs had 

been sent to m&rket earlier than usual (6), The low 

prices of the spring of 1933 were a result of generally 

unsatisfactorr business conditions prevailing in the country 

and no export demand for pork with resulting larger volumes 

in the domestic markets (33). 
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Conclusione 

1. The forecasts of the United States Department of 

Agriculture can be used as guides in purchasing 

pork if they are followed month by month. 

2. The loss of European markets for pork influenced 

the market prices greatly. 

3. The killing of the little pigs and old sows in 

the fall of l93 caused pork to be rel'tively 

scarce the next year and prices were higher. 

I_. The processing tax w}ich was in effect from 

November ], 1933 until January 6, 1936 ca . used th.e 

prices of pork products to be hiher. 

5. Pork are cheapest the 

during the winter months (January contract). 

Thls follows the trend of pork prices in the 

United States. Prices go down in the fell when 

hog slaughter runs high. 

6. Pork loins are most expensive for the dormItories 

during July, Au2:ust and September. Fewer hogs are 

marketed then. The public demand for pork loins 

in the form of pork chors Is usually greater 

during this season of the year. This is the 

trend throughout the UnIted States. 



TABLE III 

PORK LOINS 
Yearly 

Se-ct. Oct. Nov, Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. April May June July Average 
l939__O 
.15 .16 .16 .16 .12 .12 .12 .12 .12 .12 .l4 .13 

l93-39 
.l .1 ,l .1511 .15L- ,l5- .11L7 .1t-7 .15 .162 

1937-3g 
.19 .19 .19 .19 .155 .155 .155 .i6i .161 .161 .1 .175 

1936-37 
.20 .195 .195 .195 .1 .1 .1 .1 .1 .l .19 .l9 

1935-36 
.205 .21 .21 .21 .20 .20 .20 .1 .1 .l .20 .197 

1931l-5 
.14-' .175 .175 .175 .16 .16 .16 .18 .18 .1 .205 .1714 

1933_314 

.O9 .10 .10 .10 .125 .125 .125 .13 .13 .13 .1L .12 

1932-33 
.095 .1O .1O .1O .067 .067 .067 .113 .113 .113 .O9 .096 

1931-32 
.15 .135 .135 .135 .10 .10 .10 .136 .136 .136 .095 .123 

1930-31 
.33 .25 .25 .25 .1 1 .1 .15 .15 .15 .15 .21 

Average 
.175 .17 .17 .17 .1L .1114 .15 .15 .15 .i6 

'JJ 
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Wheat-Flour 

Wheat is harvested somewhere in the world each month 

of the year. The total world wheat crop is six billion 

bushels, It takes millions of oeoole to raise this crop 

which is eventually cor:sumed by some 750 million ceople. 

America ranks second among the countries of the world 

producing wheat. The Soviet Union hs first place. The 

total production in America in en average year amounts to 

some O0 million bushels and it is valued at about 

6o,000,000. A half a million farmers depend upon the 

sale of this wheat for their main source of livelihood (93). 
The price of wheat and consequently flour is 

dependent upon many factors. Important among t:hese are 

(a) the size of the world wheat crop; (b) the world 

carry-over; (e) high tariffs and milling restrictions 

which reduce imports and consumption in Eurocean countries; 

( d) wheat being forced onto the markets in important 
exporting countries due to financial pressure; (e) bus- 

these depressions; (f) general decline in all commodity 

prices (20). Changes in the price of flour seem to have 

little effect on the purchases of it in the United States. 

The amounts consuned romain about the same regardless of 

the price. The demand for flour and bread is sometimes 

celled an IinelasticD demand. Bread is often termed the 

staff of life (o). 
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Flour contracte are awarded bv the State Purchasing 

Depertment twice each rar covering a six months period, 

the new contracts going into effect on March first and 

September first. Flour is delivered in )49 pound sacks. 

There are two kinds of flour purchased for use in 

the dormitories. They are soft wheat, type C and a 

hard wheat blend, type B. The contract prices of the 

hard when t blend, type B, re being considered in this 

s tu dy, 

The highest trice paid for a sack of flour in the 

period from September first to March first during the 

ten year period studies wa s in 1930; the lowest 

price .6 in 1933, with the average fall and w. .nter 

price, l.lO (see table Iv), This price in l9O w as the 

highest for any montb n the ten year period. From the 

material availble there seems to be no reason for the 
price being higher then at any other time except prices 

were high and. the finenciai depression had not yet 

affected flour prices. There re several reasons which 

caused the price of flour to be extremely low in 

Sepiember 1933. The most important, perhaps, ws the 

serious economic situation throughout the world with 

widespread unemployment and. the lack of money In the hands 

of consumers. European countries had a record or near 

record wheat croo which reduced materially their need 

for foreign whei . t. High tariffs, torether with milling 



quotas and. restriction 

the slow disappearance 

sequently, heavy world. 

over into the new crop 

weakening influence on 

The highest price 

39 

3 Ofl exchange, all contributed to 

of world wheat stocks. Con- 

stocks of old. wheat had to be carried 

year. All of these factors had a 

the eneral wheat situation (36). 

paid for flour in the period from 

March to September was in 1935; the lowest 

price .6 in 1933, with the average spring and summer 

price $l.lL. The price of flour made a sharp advance in 

March l934. and the prices continued high thoughout 1935. 

There are several reasons for it. The winter and spring wheat 

in the United States were both short crops. The domestic 

wheat 200,000,000 the 

year before despite the record carry-over of old wheat. 

Exports had. been negligible that season, but the Emergency 

Export Corporation had reported an export sale of over 

5,000,000 bushels of northwestern wheat. Fsrmers had 

agreed to take more than ,OOO,OOO acres of wheat land 

out of production for the l933-3)- season (fl-2). Wheat 

prices to the farmers in December 1933 were more than double 

the prices in 1932 (149). The wholesale price of flour moves 

up and down quickly in response to changes in the wheat 

market (Li-9). This fact was substantiated by the price of 

flour for the dormItories in March 193J-. Flour prices 

continued high in 1935 because the wheat cron in the United 



Li-o 

State$ Was the smallest since 19O and was slightly less 

than the average amount used for domestic consumption In 

the form of flour. There wee no shortage of flour because 

o± the carry-over of wheat from previous yefrs (61). The 

19314- wheat crop had been d&maed by the drought (57). 

The low price of flour in 1933 we .. e due to the accumul8tlon 

of wheat In North America. The fact that there were about 

25,000,000 bushels more what In North America than the 

year before Is particularly s1gn±fIc . nt when considering 

the supply and demand situation In Europe. Gerrneny, 

France, Italy and other leading Iiiporting countries were 

maintaining unusually high tariffs. European mills were 

reauired to use mostly native wheat and were allowed to 

import only limited ouantities of foreign wheat. The 

lower value of currency In most foreign countries further 

restricted the outlet for United States grain (31). In 

feet, the imoorting countries had taken the smallest 

amount of wheat since 129-30. (36). 

Conclusions 

1. According to the avera:e erices obtained from 

this study, flour is cheepest for the dormitories 

during the fall and winter. The average prices 

were 1.1O per 19 pound sack in the fall and 

winter and in the spring and summer. ThIs 

shows only L! cents difference in the average prices. 
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2. Flour prices are affected greetly by the world 

wheat situation. 

3. A purchasing agent for an institution should 

remember that the wholesale price of flour moves 

up and down auickly in response to changes in 

the wheat market. 

The prices paid. by the dormitories during the 

ten year period seem to have followed the trend 

of United States prices. 



TABLE 1V 

FLOUR - HAFD VEEAT BLED TYPE B 
Yearly 

Seat, Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. March Apr11 May June July Average 

1939- L 

.95 .95 .95 .95 .95 .95 i.o6 i.o6 i.o6 i.o6 i.o6 1.00 

193g-39 
.90 .90 .90 .90 .90 

1937-3g 
1.1 1.l 1.1 l.l' 1.1 1.1 1.15 1.1 1.15 1.15 1.15 1.16 

1936-37 
1.30 1.30 1.30 1.30 1.30 1.30 1.30 1.30 1.30 1.30 1.30 1.30 

19-36 
iIíU. 1.LI 1.14 1.LI 1.Lìi 1.114 1,21i. 1.2t. 1.211- 1.211- 1.3L 

19311.-35 
l.11 1.LL] i.i-i 1.Li1 1.11-1 1.14.1 i.LILI 1.lLl- 1.11-11- 1.114 1.Ll14 1.11.3 

1933_311. 
.6 .6 .6 1,11-i 1.111 1.i-i 1.LL1 1.LL1 1.05 

1932-33 
.76 - .76 .76 .76 .76 .76 .6 .6 .6 .6 .6 .72 

1931-32 
.7 .7 .7 .7 1.12 1.12 1.12 1.12 1.12 1.00 

1930-31 
1.55 1.55 1.55 1.55 1.55 1.12 1.12 1.12 1.12 1.12 1.311- 

Average 
1.10 1.10 1.10 1.10 1.10 1.1.0 1.114. 1.111- 1.111 1.111 1.1t 1.12 





Cabbage is purchased by the pound as needed on the 

oen market by the Depertrnent of Dormitories, Competitive 

prices are obtained from wholesale produce compenies and 

the purchases macle on the basis of ue1ity and price, 

Cabbage is shipped throughout the year from three 

producing regions. These are the stte producing the early, 

intermediate and late crops. 

The highest price paid. for cebbage in any September 

during the ten year period studied was, .03 per pound in 

l93l4; the lowest price, .011. in 1932, with the average 

September price .Ol (see table V). There seems to be no 

good explanation for cabbage being expensive for the 

dormitories in Sepember i93L. It may beve been due to 

the fact that the cabbege crop was not harvested untIl 

a little later. CabbF:ge prices throughout the United 

States were low because of the volume of cabbage produced. 

The acreage and the yield were high (62). Cabbage prices 

were low in September l92 bece . use the production of cab- 

bage had increased m . terielly and there was a large supply 

on hand (32). 

The highest price paid in October was .021 In 1931.; 

the lowest price, .0097 In 1932, with the average October 

prIce .015 (see table V). The October 193k prIce dropped 

below that of September because cabbage was abundant (62). 
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In October 1932 the demand for cabbege was lacking and 

this caused prices to go down. October had been a warm 

month and colder weather was needed to stimulate the 

buying of cabbage (31). 

The highest pr±ce paid in any November was .016 in 

1935; the lowest price, .0075 in 1932, with the average 

November price .012 (see table V). Cabbage is always 

Inexpensive in November because the bulk of t1 .. e cabbage 

goes on to the market then. The reason for it being the 

highest in 1935 was because the southern crop had been 

delayed. and it resulted in some price advance (75). 

Cabbage prices in November 1932 were low because the crop 

was large. Prices were low everywhere (33), 

The highest price paid in any December was .017 in 

1935; the lowest price, .0077 in 1932, with the average 

December price .013 (see table V). Cabbage was high in 

December 1935 because the production of Danish or late 

storage type of cabbage was smaller than usual (7h). 

Cabbage prices were low in 1932 because the crop was large. 

The price in December had increased very slightly over that 

of November. It was a seasonal increase which usus .. uy 

takes place in December. Cabbage in December comes from 

storage stock (33). 

The highest price paid in January was .029 in 1936; 

the lowest price, .009 in l931-, with the average January 

price .017 (see table V). The price in January 1936 was 
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high becauee the supplies of late cabbage were light. 
The increase in price over December was a seasonal one. 

Prices were expected to go higher as they did. (77). 

Prices wore low in 1931-i- because cabbage was plentiful. 

The highest price paid in February was .032 in 1932 

the lowest price, .012 in l93, with the average February 

price .021 (see table). Cabbage was high in February 1932 

due to the light crop grown in 1931 and. to the seasonal 
increase in price that takes place then (26). Prices went 

down steadily in February l93ì1 as shipments of new cabbage 

got under way from Florida, Texas and other Southern 

states (52). 

The highest price paid in March was .0)4. in 1935; the 

lowest price, .016 in 193)4., with the average March price, 

.026. A freeze, which damaged new cabbage in Texas and 

Florida, was the cause of the sharp advance in cabbage 

prices in March 1935. Supplies of old. cabbage had been 

plentiful all the year but when the new crop was damaged. 

the price of the old went up (66). The effects of a freeze 

on cabbage prices are usually temporary because 
cabbage is grown in many states and all crops are not 

damaged (67). Prices in March 193)4- were low due to the 
very large crop of cabbage in Texas. It was so big that 

growers were not getting enough to pay for the cost of 

harvesting, consequently, prices were very low (53). 
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The highest price paid in April was .051 In 1935; 

the lowest price, .021 In 19311-, with the average April 

price .032. The freeze in Texas contInued to show its 

effects on the price of cebbege in April l935. The Texas 

crop was cut in half by the freeze, consequently, the short 

supplies of early cabbage caused a sharp rise in the prices 

of storage cabbege (6e). The low price of April 19311- 

was due to the very large supply coming from Texas (511-). 

The highest rrlce paid for cabbage in any May during 

the ten year period was .o11- in 1937, the lowest price, 

.021 in l3t1, with the average Ma.y price .032. The high 

price of May 1937 was due to a freeze In California which 

damaged all truck crops and. retarded harvest. 

Stetes had a. large crop of cabbage but the cost of trans- 

ortation makes it more expensive (LJ3). The low price of 

19311- was due to the very large supply of cabbage which was 

being shipped by all Southern States. Cabbage was cheap 

everywhere (55), 

The highest price paid in June was .035 in 1937; the 

lowest price, .017 in l93, with the average June price 

.025 (see table V). The high price of June 1937 was due 

to the freeze in CalIfornia. The price was 1es than in 

May because of increased supplies on the market. The low 

price of cabbage in June 1939 shows what effect a large 

supply produced and. marketed f roni local gardens has on 

the commenc ial cabbage sItuation. Summer marketings of 



this home-grown produce had increased gret1y in recent 

years (L.6). 

The hlghest price oaia in July was .035 in 1937; 

the lowest price, .013 in 1935, with the average July 

price .023 (see tsble V). The reasons for the high price 

in July 1937 are the same as given for June. The low 

price of 1935 was caused by the large volume of cabbage 

being shipped by intermediate areas. Prices had gone 

down rapidly (72). 

Conclusions 

1. This study shows that cabbage prices are lowest 

for dormitories in November. This follows the 

trend of cabbage prices in the United States. 

2. Cabbage is most expensive for the dormitories 

in April. Storage stocks of cabbage are usually 

about gone then and new cabbage is just coming 

on to the markets from the southern states which 

means higher prices because of the transportation 

charges. 

3. Forecasts should he followed from month to month 

because the crop prospects can be affected greatly 

by any unususi weather conditions. 

L;. Probably the most important factor that affects 

the price of cabbage is the volume produced. 
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Lettuce 

Lettuce for the Department o Dormitories is pur- 

chased in crate lots from wholesale dealers. 

Prices of lettuce fluctuate sharply, slumping rapidly 

and recovering rapidly. In order to understand this 

variation of daily wholesale prices, the following paragraph 

Is quoted from Department Bulletin No. 1i1l2, United States 

Department of Agriculture, Marketing Lettuce 

It has been commonly believed that jobbing 
prices in each market are influenced inversely 
by the visible supplies in that market; that 
is, when receipts are heavy prices fall and 
as supplies diminish prices recover. It is 
true that at times current receipts exert a 
strong Influence upon prices; but study of the 
weekly average prices to jobbers and total car- 
lot unloads of lettuce by weeks in several of 
the important markets reveals the fact that the 
correlation between the two over a period of 
one year is so small as to be almost wholly 
insignificant. Manifestly prices are deter- 
mined by other influences as well as by current 
car-lot receipts. Doubtless general business 
conditions, weather, production, current 
loadings, shipments en route, business inter- 
ruptions, and deviations from the normal demand 
caused by holidays, marked differences in the 
guality and condition of offerings, receipts of 
locally grown lettuce, etc., all exert some 
influence on jobbing prices. Any attempts to 
forecast price tendencies can have little 
success unless all these factors are taken into 
consideration (11). 

The highest price paid for lettuce in any September 

in the ten year period studied was $2.52 per Western 

crate in 1939; the lowest price, 75 cents in 1933, with 

the average September price, $1.63 per crate (see table VI). 

There seems to be no good explanation for the price of 
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lettuce being high in September 1939 except that the 

markets were firm and that better quality lettuce wac 

selling higher. There seemed to be plenty of lettuce 

available (9). The low price of 1933 was due to the crop 

yield in Washington and California. Both states were 

shipping more than the year previous. The reduced pur- 

chasing power of consumers was affecting prices too (37). 

The highest price paid in October was l.59 in 1937, 

the lowest, .65 in 1932, with the average October price 

1.12 (see table VI). Prices w ere high in 1937 because 

of the strong demand. for lettuce. Prices of most fresh 

vegetables were up despite the fct that supriles 

were plentiful (144). The low prices of 1932 were due 

to the Increase in shipments of lettuce. Markets were 

weak and prices low. Prices at Celifornia shipping 

points were fluctuating considerably (32). 

The highest price paid in any November was 3.O14- in 

1930; the lowest price, 65 cents in 1932, with the average 

November price l.95 (see table VI). The high price 

of November 1930 was due to a smaller yield than had been 

originally expected. The demand for lettuce was good and 

prices were up (17). There is a possibility, too, that 

this was iced lettuce shipped in. The low price of 1933 

was due to large crops in California and Washington (37). 

The highest Drice paid in any December was 3.14-O in 

1930; the lowest price, 1.39 in 1933 with the average 
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December price 2.53 (cee table VI). The reasons for 

these high and low prices are the same as for November. 

The highest price paid in January durIng the period 

studied was I3.97 in 1932; the lowest price $2.02 in 

1936, wIth the average Jnury price 2.69 (see table VI). 

A reduction In lettuce acreage in Arizona end in California 

was the ceuse of lettuce being high in January 1932 (26). 

The heavy production of lettuce in the Invoeriel Valley 

(Ciifornia) which went on to the market in Jnuery 1936 

caused prices to go down to a low level (75). A 

plentiful supply of good quality lettuce was available (76). 

The highest price paid in February was in 1937; 

the lowest price, in 1936, with the average February 

price, 2.7O (see table VI). Tne sharp increase in the 

price of lettuce es due to the effects of a severe freeze 
in California affecting even the Imperial Valley. 

California was the main source of supply at that time (7). 
The low price in 1936 was caused by the excellent yield 

of lettuce in the Imperial Valley of California. Supplies 

rere plentiful and the prices low (77). 

The highest price paid in March was in 1937; 

the lowest price, in 193LL, with the average March 
price, 3.O2 (see table VI). The high price of lettuce in 
March 1937 was due to the freeze damage in California which 

sharply reduced the supplies before Arizona was ready to 
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ship (u). The low price of March 193Lt resulted from 

increased lettuce shipments from the western states. The 

crop was larger than in 1933 (5h-). 

The highest price paid in April was $5.27 in l93; 

the lowest price, $2.O in 1939, with the average April 

price $3.07 (see table VI). The price in April 193e went 

very high because of a scarcity of lettuce due to un- 

seasonable weather in California, The quality was very 

poor, too (5). In addition to California lettuce being 

both scarce and of poor quality, lettuce growers in 

Arizona had by mutual agreement plowed up every third row 

of lettuce. This helped to raise the price to the highest 

level ever noted in Portland (4). The low price of 1939 

was due to the volume produced. The acreage had been 

increased and California had had excellent growing weather. 

All spring vegetable crops were in good condition (L5). 

The highest price paid in May was $2.0 in 193g, 

the lowest price, $1.114 in 1939, with the average May 

' 

price, $1.97 (see table VI). The high price of lettuce in 

193e was due to the scarcity of lettuce (5). The price 

was low in 1939 because of the increase in acreage (15), 

The highest price paid in June was $1.56 in l9-0; 

the lowest price was .77 in 1939 with the average June 

price $1.12 (see table VI). Lettuce was high in June 194-0 

because of a smaller total supply probably due to the 
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hot dry spring in Oregon affecting the local crop and 

improved consumer demand (11.7). The low prices in June 1939 

were caused by a large volume of lettuce being put on to 

the market. Lettuce must be marketed when it is ready. 

The highest price paid in July was 2.O5 in 1939; 

the lowest price, .66 in 19311-, with the avera2;e July price 

$1.31 (see table VI). The high price in 1939 was probably 

due to a scarcity of lettuce caused by most of the crop 

being marketed in June. Lettuce has to be sent to market 

when it is harvested. This often causes a large supply on 

hand one month and a shortage the next. The low price of 

July 19314- resulted from competition of the Washington and 

California crops. Washington was shipping lettuce earlier 

than usual and this caused large supplies to be on the 

market. Consequently, prIces were forced down (5g). 

Co nc lu si on s 

1. The prices of lettuce may fluctuate very sharply 

from one month to another due to the nature of 

the crop. It is not a storage crop, consequently, 

must be put on to the market for sale as soon as 

harvested. When purchasing lettuce near the 

producing regions, it is relatively cheap. If 

it must be shipped in, there is added exoense due 

to transportation. The quality of the lettuce 

available affects the price, too. 



2. Forecasts for lettuce should be followed, from 

month to month. Any unusual weather may change 

the prospects of the crop materially in one 

month's time, 

3. This study shows thet lettuce is most expensive 

for the dormitories during the month of April. 

This follows the general trend because the price 

goes down es supplies from the southern states 

becomes more plentiful (53). 

Lettuce is least expensive for the dormitories 

during October and June. Spring lettuce shipment 

should reach its peak in May (79). 

5. Lettuce varies a great deal in price from one part 

of the country to another. These variations are 

due mainly to the exoenses of transportation, 

distribution end wasteage (60). 



TABLE VI 

LETTUC E 
Yearly 

Sept. Oct. Nov. Feb. March April M&y June July Average 

19 3 9- Ì4O 252 1.21 1.5E 2,11 2)45 2.93 2.90 2.9 1.72 1.56 .95 2.05 

193g-39 
1.17 1.OL 1.3 3.11.3 2.1J3 2.52 2.35 2.O 1»4- .77 2.05 1.92 

1937-3e 
1.56 1.59 1.51 2.11-1 2»1-9 2.16 3.55 5.27 2.O 1.25 1.1 2.4 

1936-37 
1.56 1.32 2.25 2.30 2,93 3.7 -l-»-l-3 3.27 2.51 1.31 1.32 2.!46 

1935-36 -__________________________________________________ 
2.50 1.L 2.90 2.07 2.02 2.O 2.53 2.65 i.61t. .2 1.03 1.97 

193k-35 
1.52 .91 i.61 2.75 3.01 2.65 2.61 2.7L. 1.96 

--____________ 
1.13 1.25 2.01 

-- 1933-3 
.75 .75 1.05 1.39 2.39 - 

2.146 2.2 2.63 
_______________________ 

1.59 i.ili- .66 .1.55 

1932-33 
.91 .6 1.31 2.25 2»--9 2.11-1 3.13 3.6 1.511- .2 1.15 1.5 

1931-32 
1.7 1.00 2,11.53.16 3.972.76 2.65 2.25 2.13 i.o6 1.77 2.27 

1930-31 
2.014. 1.27 3.01. 3.110 2.75 3.111. 3.1 3.51 2.32 1.35 l.7 2.5 

Average 
1.63 1.12 1.95 2.53 2.69 2.70 3.02 3.07 1.97 1.12 1.31 2.10 

J1 
-4 
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Onions 

Onions are purchaset in 50 and 100 pound sacks as 

needer1 on the open market by the Depr'tment of Dormitories. 

Competitive prices are obtained from wholesale produce 

companies and the purchases sre made on the basis of 

quality and price. It is the prices of dry onions and not 

green onions that are being considered in this study. 

There are two genere . i cl&sses of dry onions on the 

msrket. They are t .. e early Southern crop or mild onions 

which sutply ti' . e markets throuRhout the country from the 

first of April through the summer and the Northern Grown 

or main croo onions. These Northern grown onions have 

better keeping lities and are marketed later than the 

Southerns. From 30 to 50% of this fall crop is stored 

in warehouses in producing districts in October and shipped 

as needed. 

The highest price paid in the months of September 

for the ten year period studied was .022 per pound in 

1931; the lowest price, .00 in 1932, with the average 

September price .0114. (see table VII). The high prices of 

1931 are due to at least two factors: the decrease in 

acreage and the yield. The total onion acreage had been 

reduced because of the low prices received for the 1930 

crop (23). The yield was much less than usual due to the 

damage of the hot, dry weather during the summer and to 



injury from thrips (2I). This decrease in ecreage and 

lighter yield were forecest by "The Agricultural Situation" 

in June 1931. The very low price of onions in September 

1932 was due to the lerge volume of the crop. It was 

one of the largest on record (32). 

The highest price paid in October was .022 in 1931; 

the lowest price .007 in 1932, with the avera e October 

price .013. The light crop of onions in 1931 kept the 

price high. The low price of onions in October 1932 was 

due to the very large crop produced. Indications in 

October were that the crop would be even larger than 

expected. This resulted in a slight drop in price from 

September to October (31). 

The highest price raid in November was .022 in 1931; 

the lowest price, .007 in 1932, with the average November 

price .O1LL. (see table VII). The 1931 crop of onions was 

Lil less than the 1q30 croo in the late-shipping states. 

This resulted in a rather firm market and kept the prices 

high during the year (25). The record cards show that 

the onions used by the dormitories in November 1931 had 

been purchased in October. The low prices of November 1932 

were due to the very large crop. Markets continued rather 

slow with prices much lese than in 1931 (32). 

The highest price paid in December was .033 in 1931; 

the lowest price, .007 in 1932 with the average December 
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price .0114. (see table VII), These prices are the same as 

for November and the reasons are the same. 

The highest price oaid in January wss .02 in 1932; 

the lowest price, .009 In 1933 with the average January 

price oi (see teble VII). This Januery 1932 price is 

slightly less than that of December 1931. This may ve 

been due to competitive buying since there seemed to be 

no market change that would Indicate a drop in price. The 

January 1933 price of onions is low because of the volume 

of the crop but is slightly higher than the December 1932 

price because fewer cars per day were being shipped. The 

bulk of the main-crop was being held for firmer markets 

(33). 

The highest prIce paid in February was .O3 in 1932; 

the lowest price, .009 in 1933 wIth the average February 

price .O1 (see table VII). Onion prices were higher in 

Febru8ry 1932 than in January because fewer cars were 

being shipped and the market for onions had been in a 

relatively strong position (29). All ind.ictions were 

that prices would go very high and during the spring 

onions were quoted as high as cents a pound (30). The 

record cards show that enough onions were purchased in 

February for the dormitories to last through June. This 

was a good investment. Prices were low in February 1933 

because of the very large crop production. 
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The highest price paid in Merch was .03 in 1932 

(purchssed in February); the lowest price, .006 in 1933 

with the average March price .021 (see table VII). Prices 

were high in March. 1932 due to the small crop produced and 

to the feet that the storege stocks were limited (30). 

Iarch 1933 prices were lees than February 1933 prices 

because of increased shipments to market (35). 

The highest price raid for onions in April was .o6 

in 1935; the lowest price, .006 in 1933 with the average 

April price .021 (see table VII). There are several 

reasons for the sharp advance in the price of onions in 

April 1935. The volume of the l931! crop was about as large 

as that of 1933 (63). Due to a freeze in Texas in February 

the size of that crop was reduced and the quality damaged. 

Consequently this situation strengthened the demand for 

stored onions. Prices sterted going up decidedly in early 

February and continued until the new crop was harvested 

(66). Supplies of stored onions are always short in the 

spring and the prices derend mainly on prospects for the 

early supplies from the Southern States (67). The low 

price of onions in 1933 was due to the very large crop 

grown and to the financial depression. 

The highest prIce paid in May was .056 in 1935, the 

lowest price, .00 in 193]. with the avera2i:e May price 

.02 (see tb1e VII). Prices in May 1935 were high because 
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the utply of old onions was about exhausted and the new 

crop had been damaged by freezing (69). Prices were low 

in May 1931 because of the heavy production and the carry- 

over of the 1930 late-crop onions (22). 

The highest price paid in June was .05 in 1935; the 

lowest price, .012 in 1933, with the average June price 

.026 (see table VII). Prices were high in June 1935 because 

of the decreased supply of old onions, The price was less 

than in May because new crop onions were moving to market 

in substantial quantities. Prospects for the early crop 

were good (71). The low price in June 1933 was due to 

the very large crop grown. The June 1933 price is higher 

than that of May 1933 because there were lees onions in 

storage (36). 

The highest price paid, for onions in July during the 

ten year period was .04- in 1935; the lowest price, .012 

in 1933, with the average July price .022 (see table VII). 

The reasons for the high and. low prices during these years 

are the same as given for June. 

Conclusions 

1. Forecasts for onions should be followed from 

month to month during tIie frowing and harvesting 

seasons. Any unusual weather conditions may 

change the prosrecte of the croD materially in 

one month's time. 
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2 This study shows that onions are cheapest for 

the dormitories during the fall and early winter. 

This corresponds with the trend of prices through- 

out the United States. They are least extensive 

from October through December. October is the 

cheapest month for the dormitories as well as for 

the United States as a whole. Onions ere cheap 

these months because the bulk of the late crop 

has just come on to the market (92). If good 

storage facilities were available, it might be 

advisable for the dormitorIes to purchase several 

months' supply In the fell. 

3. This study shows that onions are most extensive 

for the dormitories during the spring and early 

summer. This corresponds with the trend of prices 

throughout the United Stetes. They are most 

expensive from Atril through August. Onions are 

most expensive in June for the dormitories while 

May is considered the most expensive month for 

the whole United States. These are expensive 

months because it Is before the heavy shIpments 

of new crop onions come on to the market (63). 

L. When the keeping qualities of onions are 

retorted poor, trices may go up faster than usual 

because of the larger losses in storage (75). 



5. An unusually good demand for onions coupled 
with heavy shrinkage of storage stocks will 
cause prices to advance (7). 



TABLE VII 

ONION 
Yer1y 

Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. March Apr11 May June July Avera 
1939_)40 

.012 .011 .01 .012 .01 .'Ol .011 .015 .026 .029 .027 .016 

193g-39 
.015 .Ol .013 .OiL .017 .oi- .015 .O1 .02 .02 .022 .016 

l937-3 
.0l .oi6 .oi6 .o16 .oi6 .017 .019 .02 .02Lf .025 .o1 .019 

1936-37 
.012 .013 .013 .013 014- .02 .023 .O2a .022 .02k .02- .01 

1935-36 
.012 .013 .015 .017 .O1 .oi .oi6 .0i .019 .019 .0l .016 

193)4.35 

.015 .013 .02 .02 .01 .03 .03 .056 .056 .05 .01I .032 

1933_3L4 

.015 .012 .012 .012 .015 .015 .015 .011- .023 .023 .023 .o16 

1932-33 
.00 .007 .007 .007 .009 .009 .006 .006 .009 .012 .012 .00 

1931-32 
.022 .022 .022 .022 .02 .03 .03 .03 .03 .O3 .015 .02e 

1930-31 
.015 .012 .011 .011 .009 .009 .00 .00 .00 .025 .025 .013 

Average 
.O111 .013 .ii- .01- .01 .01 .0l .021 .021L .026 .022 .O1 
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Orange s 

Oranges for the Department of Dormitories, Oregon 

State College are purchased by the crate from wholessle 

dealers. Quotations &re received from the competing firms 

twice each week. Two varieties, Valencias and Washington 

Nave].s grown in California, are purchased. The 

Valencia season is usually from My through October, and. 

the Navel season usually le from October to I'ìiay. The 

prices of oranges as slhown on table VIII are an average 

of the prices of il the oranges rurchased for that month. 

No one size orane ws bought consitentl.y every month 

for the ten years. Various sizes are bought for different 

uses. The sizes purchased as shown on the record cards 

were 100's, 126's, 150's, 176's, 200's, 216's and 220's. 

The bulk of the oranges bought are sizes 126, 216 or 220. 

The entire amount soent for oranges each month was totaled 

and. averaged. 

The highest price paid for oranges in any September 

in the ten year period was .20 in 1930; the lowest 

price, 3.01 in 1932, rith the average September price 

$Li.1».i5 (see table VIII). The price was high in September 

1930 because the crop of Valencia orenges was small. Much 

of the Florida fruit could not be distributed in other 

states because of ouarantine regulations due to the 

Mediterranean fruit fly (13). Market prices on oranges 



were high everrthere (15). The generel high. price level 
of foods had not been affected greatly by the financial 

deiression at that time. The low price of 1932 wee due 

to the large croc produced and to the reduced purchasing 

power of the people. The total orange output of 

California had been increased (31). 

The highest price paid in any October was 7.96 In 

1930; the lowest price, $3.00 in l93, with the average 

October prlce, $I.»#1 (see table VIII). The price in 

October 1930 was high because of the short crop of oranges. 

The price was lese then in September because more oranges 

were being shipped. Large crops of or&nges were expected 

in F1orid and. the California Navel crop wa.s large(17). 

Orange prices were low in October 193g due to the record 

sized crop produced. California was continuing to ship 

Valencia oranges beceuse their navel oranges were not to 

go on to the merkets until in November. Florida and Texas 

were elrea&y shipping new crop orengee to me.rket (96). 

The highest price paid for orenges n eny November 

was ;7.00 in 1930; the lowest price, in l93, with 

the November average Ll..00 (see table VIII). The price 

of oranges wee high in 19O because the crop was smell. 

California was far behind the corresponding recorde of 

1929, particularly in the shipment of oranges (17). The 

price was less than in October becuee of the new crop of 
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Navel oranges coming to market. The low price in 193g was 

due to the lerge volume of Ve1enci or . nges and to the 

record suoplies of Nve1 oranges which were in prospect 

for the 193g-39 season (97). 

The highest price paId In December was 5.2O in 1930; 

the loweet rice, 2.--0 in 1936, with the average December 

price 3.29 (see table VIII). The price of orsnges in 

December 1930 was cheaper than in Seotember because the 

price goes down in the late fall and erly winter as the 

new crop of ornges goes to market. It ws the highest 

prlce for all Decembers because of the general i evel of 

prices. California's yield of Navel oranges was estimated 

larger then the year earlier (19). The low price of 

December 1936 was due to the crop yield. It was forecast 

as the second largest croo on record (5). 

The highest price paid in January was in 1931; 

the lowest price, $2.23 in ]933, with the average January 

price (see table VIII). The high price of 

January 1931 may be du.e to the general level of orange 

prices at the time. The Navel croo was large. The low 

price of 1933 irs s due to the lerge crop produced end to 

the reduced purcesing oo1rer of th.e pep1e (33). 

The higet 'ice paid in Februery was In 1937; 

the lowest price $2.0 in 1933, with the average February 

price $3.13. The high price of February 1937 was c.used 
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by a freeze in California In Jenuary which greatly reduced 
supplies. Tholesale prices responded very quickly to the 
freeze damage with California oranges registering the 

largest increases. 0Consumers Guidett of February , 1937 

stated th8t the major effect of the freeze on prices 

would probably be felt in May or June when California 

shir s most of the oranges (6). The low price of 1933 

was caused by the large crop and lack of demand (33) 

The highest price paid in March was 3.25 in 1932; 

the lowest price, 1.96 in 1933, with the average March 

price, 2.71 (see table VIII). The high price of March 
l932 was due to the smell crop being sent to market. The 

demand was good. (30). The low price of March 1933 was 

due to the size of the crop and. to the prevailing low 

prices everywhere. 

Th.e highest orlco paid, in April was e1»11 in 1937; 

the lowest price, $l.7 in 1933, with the average April 
price (see table VIII). The high price of oranges 

in April 1937 we .. s the result of freeze damege to California 
oranges in January. The Valencia orange crop was damaged 

more than the Navels. Consequently, a smaller supply was 

expected after the last of May when Celifornia Valencias 

are practically the only oranges availeble. Orane'es were 

expected to go higher as they did (see table VIII) (7). 

Prices were low in April 1933 probably because of the 
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general economic conditions. 

The highest price paid in May was in 1937 

the lowest price, fl 1933, with the everage May prices 

3.23 (see table VII). Orene prices in May 1937 registered 

more thsn the usuel seasonel advance because of the cur- 

tailed supplies from Celfornia due to the freeze in 

January, (9). Reasons for the low price in 1933 are the 

same as have been stated oreviously. 

The hig:hest once paid in June was 5.75 in 1937; the 

lowest price $2.6 in 1933, 'rith the sverae June prices 

3.72 (see table VIII). Prices rere exoected to go very 

high in June because of the short supnly of California 

Valencias caused. by the freeze. This forecast proved 

true. The Florida orange season usually ends the last of 

June and leaves only California Valencias available (90). 

The reasons for the low price in 1933 remaIn the garne. 

The highest price paid for oranges in any July in the 

period studied was $5.614W in 1937, the lowest price, 2.75 

:1n l93k, with the average July price, iI.03 (see table VIII). 

Orange prices were high in 1937 beca . use of the damage done 

to the California crop by the freeze in January. The 

low prices in 19314 may be attributed to the croo of 

California Valencias which was dominating the market. 

Orange prices often go down at this season because of the 

abundance of other fresh fruits on the market (61). 
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Conclusions 

1. Orenes are least expensive for the dor:itoris 
during the month of March, This d.oes not compare 

w±th the trends of -onces in the United States 

as Januery and February are considered the low 

months. March is a peak month for C1ifornia 

Navel oranges end this may be the reason for 

oranges being least expensive for the dormitories 

then. Many oranges ere moved on to the market in 

order to sell before the Valencia croo is harvested 

(92). 

2. This study shows that oranges are most expensive 

for the dormitories during the month of September. 

There seems to be no good ex lenation for this 

as there should be plenty of oranges evelleble. 

It may be due to the small quantities of oranges 

purchesed because Oregon State College does not 

start until late in September. The competitive 

pr±ces may not be as good then as later. 

3. The trend throupthout the United States is for the 

demand for oranges to reach its pesic in May and 

then it declines to a low point in July. This 

is due to the variety of fresh fruit on the 

market in the summer (7g). 



TABLE VIII 

ORANGES COMPOSITE PRICE 
Yearly 

Spt. Oct. Nov. Dee. Jan. Feb.MarchAprll M8y June July Avera 
193 - 

.33 3.70 2.-7 2.al 3.21 2.51l 2.73 2.91 2.91 3.35 3.19 

193e-39 
3.51 3.00 2.l 3.07 2.5 3.16 2.5 2.63 2.E2 3.22 3.95 3.O 

l937-3 
5.73 5.03 3.69 3.15 2.55 2.66 2.75 2.6 2.93 3.01 3.33 

1936-37 
-»4-9 .51 )4.o6 2»'O 2.93 L$7 2.kO 1L11 L.93 5,75 5.614 4-.22 

1935-36 
3.10 3. 3.97 3.3)4 2.99 . 2.2 2.9Ì 2.9 3.33 3.75 3.7J 3.35 

1 9 3 L;_ 35 
Ll05 L.15 3.0 2.71 2.52 2.59 2.7 3.26 3.211 3q39 395 335 

1933_314. 

3.69 3.19 3.13 3.13 2.66 2.67 2.32 2.72 2.7LLI.13 2.75 2.96 

1932-33 
3.01 3.39 3.33 3.33 2.23 2.0 1.96 1.7 1.14. 2.6 14-.o 2.70 

1931-32 
Ii.i ¿4.70 14-.14-6 14-.10 3.13 3.25 3.25 3.14M- 3.50 3.93 3.93 3.6 

1930-31 
7.96 7.00 5.20 3.2 3.71 3.1' 3.211 14-.1'5 1LLU) 557 5.13 

Average 
L145 14-i1-1 .0O 3.29 2.J. 3.13 2.71 2.99 32.14- 3.72 14-.03 3.52 

4. 
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CHAPTER IV 

SU]íJARY AND COi\CLUSION5 

This stidy has been made to ee 1f the monthly prices 

p.d for eertin foods in the Deprtment of Dormitories 

over a ten year perioö wou1ö be va1ubie as guiöes in 

future institutional turche .. sing and to see if the ntiona1 

commodity nrice trenös, as obtined from puhilc.tions of 

the United Stetes Department oÍ' Agriculture can be relied 

upon as an indx for purchasing foods in wholesale 

quantities. 

The ten years from September 1930 through July l9O 

were selected. beceuse it ws deemed long enough to make 

adequate comparisons and to Ihsve the eversge prices 

computed of velue as a criteria for future purchasing. 

The study was limited to main-crop potatoes, flour, fresh 

beef, fresh pork, cabbage, lettuce, onions 8nd oranges. 

These foods were believed to be a fair example and there 

was informtion aveilable on them in the two government 

public<tions, "The Agricultural Situstion" and "Consumers' 

which were used as source material. 

T bles were made of the sveraed monthly prices for 

each commodity end grapi s drawn to furth . er show the 

fluctuations in prices. In interpreting these prices for 

comnarison, the hiahest and. the lo'est prices for any month 
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with an average price f tbat rsìective month for the 

ten year period have been tJ&en. The highest and 1oest 

price for the same month within the ten year period has 

been cornred with the national commodity price trend as 

reported in tbe two government publications used as source 

material. 

This study shows th8t the prices of fresh vegetables 

fluctuate more violently than does a staple such as flour 

(see tebles and graphs). 

Probebly the m8in factors influencing the trend in 

prices of vegetables e . nd fruits are the increase or 

decrease in acreage, the yield and the demand as indicated 

by business conditions. It should be remembered. in 

reading forecsts of probable yields that any unusual 

weather conditions may change the fnel yield. greatly. 

Forecasts must he followed from month to month to be of 

any value to the institutional rurchaser. 

In the study of potatoes it was l'arned that potatoes 

are chespest for the dormitories during the month of March. 

The fact that this does not coincide with the trend of 

potato prices in the United States may be due to the fact 

that Corvallis is near enough to the potato growing regions 

in Oregon to benefit from it. Potatoes are most expensive 

for the dormitories during the month of July. This cor- 

responds with the trend troughout the United States. 



iL 

Potatoes were cheaDest during the school year 1931-32 and 

most expensive during 1936-37. 

Beef is cheapest for the dormitories during the fall 

and winter and rnot expensive during the euminer according 

to the average figures obtRined from this study. This 

follows the trend of prIces in the United States. The 

price goes down in the fall as meat becomes more plenti- 

ful. This study shows that meat cost the dormitories less 

in 1933-3)4 and 193)4-35 than eny other of the ten yesr 

period studied. It was most expensive during 1939-)4O. 

The prices of pork loins as paid by the Department 

of Dornitories follow the trend of pork prices in the 

United States. They are most expensive during July, 

August and Sertember and chespest dur±ng Janusry, February 

and March. According to the average prices obtained from 

this study pork loins cost the dormitories the most during 

1930-31 and the least during 1932-33. 

The average prices of flour very only four cents. 
Flour is a staple and conseauently does not fluctuate as 

much as do the fresh vegetbles. According to the 

avere -ge prices obteined flour is cheanest during the fail 

end. winter. The prices paid br the dormitories seem to 

have followed th trend in the United States. Flour was 

most exnensive during 193)4-35 and le9st expensive during 

1932-3 3. 



Cabbage costs the dormitories the least In November. 

This is true throuh.out the United Stetes. It is most 

expensive in Apr.tl when storage supplies are bout gone 

nd the new cabbage is just coming on to t1 ... e market. The 

average prices for cabbage in the ten years stuaied shows 

1931-32 to be the high year and 1933_3L the low year. 

This study shows tbt onions are ch.eepeet for the 

dormitories during the fell 

expensive during the spring 

corresponds with the trens 

were least expensive during 

during l931_35. 

The Erices of lettuce 

end early vrinter and most 

end early summer. This 

in the United. Stetes. Onions 

l3?-33 and most expensive 

fluctuate sharply from month 

to month throuhout the United States as well as to the 

Dep2rtment of Dormitories at Oregon State College. Lettuce 

is most expensive during the month of A-cru and least 

exoensive during October end June. Lettuce ws most 

expensive during the year 1930-31 and least expensive in 

1 9 3 3 I 
Oranges cost the dep rtment the leest in March. This 

does not follow the trend of prices in the United States 

as January and February e . 
re cc' nsidered the low months. 

March is a peak month for Oe]fornia Navel oranges and that 

may help to account for oranges being cheap in Oregon then. 

Oranges are most expensive for the dec rtment during the 



month of September. According to this study oranges 

were most expensive during 1930-31 and le st expensive in, 

1932-33. 

The tables show that 1932, 1933 and 193L were the 
years thst onces were lowest for seven of the eight 
food products studied. The ye8rs when prices were the 
highest very more but 1930-31 was most expensive for 

three of the eight products studied. 

This study ehoTn that the national commodity 

price trend.s as obtained from two publications of the 

United Stetes Dep&rtment of Agriculture, UThe Agricultural 

SituationU and "Consumers' Guide°, can be relied upon as 

an index for purchasing foods in wholesale quantities. 

The forecast must be followed from month to month to be 

of the greatest value as any unusual weather conditions 

may affect the final yield greatly. The average monthly 

prices can be used as guides for future institutional 
purchasing. 
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Situation. 17:;7,, Auust 1933. 

:9. U.S.D.A. Gross Income from Farm Production. The 
Agricultural Situation. 17:9: September 1933. 

14Q U.S.D.A. The Hog Situation. AgrIcultural 
Situation. 17:1O;2, October 1933. 

L.l. U.S.D.A. The Prospect in Certain Mador Lines of 
Production. The Agricultur . 1 Situation. 17119, 
November 1933. 

142. U.S.D.A. The rain Liarket Situation. The Agricult- 
ural Situation. 17:12;2, December 1933. 

143. U.S.D.A. Farm Commodity Reviews. The Agricultural 
Situe tion. 21:3;14, March 1937. 

Li4 U.S.D.A. Commodity Revies. The Agricultural 
Situation. 2l:1O;3, October 1937. 

)J5. U.S.D.A. Commodity Reviers. The 
Situation. 23:5;6, May 1939. 

1t5, U.S.D.A. Commodity Reviews. The Agricultural 
Situation. 23:7;7. July 1939. 

147. U.S.D.A. Commodity Reviews. The Agricultural 
Situation. 2J-:7;7, July i94O. 

14-s. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' C-uide. 1:;l3, 
December 2, 1933. 



119, U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consujriere' Guide. 
1:10,15. Janury 26, l93L. 

50. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
l:1l;15. February 9, l93!.. 

51. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill, Consumers' Guide. 
1:l2;l1, February 23, 19314. 

52. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
1:13;17,21, March 13, l93. 

53. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
1:1L;l7,20,21, March 26, 19314. 

514. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
1:15,20-22, April 9, 19714. 

55. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers Guide. 
l:17;16,20, My 7, 19314. 

56. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
l:1;33, Ivlay 2, 193ù.. 

57. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
l:19;15,20, June 11, 

5. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
1:20;17,22, June 25, 19314. 

59. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide, 
1:2l;17, July 9, 19314. 

60. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
l:22;22, July 30, 19314. 

61. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide, 
1:23;25, August 13, 19311. 

62. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
2:1;23,27, October 15, 19311.. 

63. U.S,D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' GuIde. 
2:3;3,14,15, Novembr 1, 19314. 

611., U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
2:6;20,25, December 31, 19314. 

65. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
2:,23, Jenuary 2, 1935. 



66. U.S.D.A. Your Food 13111. Consumpr' G-u±de. 

2iO; 23, 1rch 11, 1935. 

67. U.S.D.A. Your Food 13111. Consumers' Guide. 
2:1i;23, March 25, 1935. 

6. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consurnes' Guide. 
2:12;23, April i, 1935. 

69. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
2:13; 23, May 6, 1935. 

70. U.S.D.A. Processing Taxes. Consumers' Guide. 
2:15;3,5, May 20, 1935. 

71. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers) Guide. 
2:16;23, June 3, 1935. 

72. TJ.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
2:17;23, June 1935. 

73. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Coneumere Guide. 
2:26;2a, October 2, 1935. 

7. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Coneurners' GuIde. 
3:1;27, December 2, 1935. 

'75. U.S.D.A. Your Food 3±11. Consurnerst Guide. 
3:2;23,2-, December 16, 1935. 

76. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consuner' Guide. 
3:3;2-,2, January 27, 1936. 

77. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' GuIde. 
3:14;27,2, February 10, 1936. 

7. U.S.D.A. Your Food Bill. Consumers' Guide. 
3:7;29, April 6, 1936. 

_79. U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs and Supplies. 
Guide. 3:lO;20, May 1, 1936. 

O. U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs and Sulies. Conurners' 
Guide. 3:11;20, June 15, l936. 

l. U.S.D.A. Your Food Coste and SupDies. Consumers' 
Guide. 3:12;l9, June 29, 1936. 

2. U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs and Supolies. Consumers' 
Guide. 3:13;1, July 13, 1936. 

3. U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs and Supolles. Consumers' 
Guide. 3:l14;2O, July 27, 1936. 



LL U.S.D.A. Your Food. Costs and SuDD1IeS. Consumers' 
Guide. 3:19;17, October 19, i56. 

5. U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs and Supt'lies. Consumers' 
guide. 3:2t;1, Jnury 25, 1937. 

6. U.S.D.A. Your Food. Costs an Sup1ies. Consumerst 
Guido. 3:25;21,22, Februsry ,1937. 

U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs and Supclies. Consumers' 
uide. ¿4-:1; 19,22, March , 1937. 

. U.S.D.A. Your Food. Costs and Supplies. Consumers' 
Guid.e. L:3;21, ApriJ 5, 1937. 

9. U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs and Supplies. Consumers' 
uide. 1-l-:5;21, Mey 3, 1937. 

90. U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs and Supplies. Consumers' 
Guide. L.:7;2O, June 1h-, 1937. 

91. U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs and Supplies. Consumers' 
CTu1e. ¿:13;16, SeDtemher 20, 1937. 

92. U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs and Sup1ies. Consumers' 
uide. :1a;16, October 1, 1937. 

93. U.S.D.A. Bread Basket Problems. Consumers' Guide. 
:22;3, January 31, 193g. 

9Lç U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs nd Supplies. Consumers' 
Guide. 14:2)L;16, February 2, l93. 

95. U.S.D.A. Your Food Coste and Supplies. Consumerst 
Guide. 5:9;16, October 10, 193g. 

96. U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs and Supclies. Consumers' 
Guide. 5:lO;l7, October 2-I-, 193. 

97. U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs and Suptiies. Consumers' 
Guide. 5:12;17, November 21, 193g. 

9. U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs and Supplies. Consumers' 
Guide, 6:14;15, June 1939. 

99. U.S.D.A. Your Food Costs rnd Supplies. Consumers' 
Guide. 6:5;15, July 1939. 


