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HUNTER EDUCATION 
PROGRAM 

INSTRUCTORS APPROVED 
Month of August ............ 45 
Total Active .............. 1,527 

STUDENTS TRAINED 
Month of July ............. 925 
Total to Date .......... 284,347 

HUNTING CASUALTIES 
REPORTED IN 1981 

Fatal ........................ o 

Nonfatal .................... 7 
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MOTHER NATURE CAN FOOL YOU 
A few years ago, a television commercial warned that we shouldn't fool 

with Mother Nature. A warning that is probably well taken. Whenever 
humans feel they have conquered nature, nature comes up with some 
reaction that makes man's machinations seem quite puny. 

Perhaps one of the most intriguing things about studying and working 
with the biological sciences is this propensity for nature to come up with 
the unexpected. It often makes trained scientists end up with egg on their 
face, but who doesn't end up in that condition periodically? Even the 
engineers whose activity is based on the more refined physical sciences 
not infrequently end up in the egg faced situation when a bridge collapses 
or a roof caves in. 

This seems to be the year that nature makes liars out of some of the 
natural scientists. Actually it started last year when many folks speculat- 
ed that it would be eons before the area around Mount St. Helens started 
to recover. Almost as they were saying it, the first equisetum or horsetail 
plants started pushing through the thick layer of ash. Wildlife moved 
back into some areas much more quickly than anticipated and other signs 
of recovery of the area indicate things may progress much more rapidly 
than had been expected. 

Along our own coast, the last year or so has brought forth some sur- 
prises. The shark attack on a surfer and the presence of Orca or killer 
whales in Yaquina Bay certainly are incidents that few if any scientists 
would have predicted. Now more recently the occurrence of a striped mar- 
lin in Winchester Bay has thoroughly modifed the range that has tradi- 
tionally been accepted for this fish. 

A story elsewhere in this issue tells ofthe occurrence ofsome sea turtles 
in Oregon waters, that while not completely unheard of are not what 
would be considered common. 

Several of these ocean anomalies can be linked with warmer ocean 
currents swinging in closer than usual to the Oregon coastline. But here 
again we come to an unpredictable facet of natural happenings. No one 
yet has been able to predict where or when such currents may occur or to 
what extent. 

It has been said that fish and wildlife management is both an art and a 
science. As a science, it is one ofthe newer ones with its roots coming from 
the older regimens of biology and zoology . . . basic natural sciences. It is 
well to remember this when discussing the activities of fish and wildlife, 
when considering the setting of seasons and bag limits or even when out 
hunting or fishing. Though it may be productive to largely depend on 
patterns of previous years, it pays to be flexible. Expecting nature to 
follow past patterns exactly year after year can be frustrating and disap- 
pointing if the expectation is taken too seriously. 

Allowing for the vagaries of nature can be very important when sea- 
sons and bag limits are set. It can also make it possible to take advantage 
of bonuses nature may produce unexpectedly. Being flexible and obser- 
vant of what has gone on between seasons can also make for a richer 
more productive hunting trip. Observing nature and responding to its 
changes are part of the attributes of a good hunter, nature hiker or 
anyone who wants to get the most out oftheir outdoor experience. It takes 
time and patience, but it's worth it.LI 

R.E.S. 

COMMISSION MEETINGS 
The Fish and Wildlife Commission will conduct a meeting and public 

hearing on proposed 1982 angling regulations beginning at 8 a.m. on 
Friday, October 23. The hearing will continue the next day, October 24, at 
8 a.m. and at the conclusion ofpublic testimony the Commission will set 
the 1982 rules. Meetings both days will be held at Fish and Wildlife De- 
partment headquarters, 506 SWMi11 Street in Portland.L1 
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1 930's pheasant liberation truck. Ore. Historical Society Photo 

THE RING-NECKED PHEASANT - loo 
YEARS 

Where We've Been. . . Where We're Going 

Predawn, October 17, 1981 - 
Nearly 60,000 pheasant hunters 
will be in ail stages of readiness to 
open the 1981 season on the state's 
most popular game bird. By sea- 
sons end, November 29, each hun- 
ter will have a new set of memo- 
ries. It has been said that there is 
no sport like hunting to take a per- 
son from the depths of despair to 
the height of satisfaction and back 
again. A series of misses followed 
by a neat double, and then another 
series of misses brings on just that 
reaction. 

One hundred years ago Judge 
Owen N. Denny, Consul-General 
to Shanghai, could have had little 
perception of the impact he would 
OREGON WILDLIFE 

By Ralph Denney 
Staff Upland Bird Biologist 

have on the nation's bird hunters 
when in 1881 he crated 70 ring- 
necks and sent them to Portland. 
Unfortunately, the birds did not 
survive, but being a persistent 
gentleman, Judge Denny made a 
second shipment to his brother 
John who released them on his 
large ranch at the foot of Peterson 
Butte in Linn County. 

The 1882 release proved to be the 
world's most outstanding trans- 
plant of a foreign game bird. Popu- 
lations increased so rapidly that 
by 1891 Oregon held its first phea- 
sant season and had sent many 
birds to other states as brood 
stock. 

ANCESTRY 
It is not known exactly which 

one ofthe 29 races ofpheasant was 
introduced in Oregon. The true 
pheasant is separated into three 
groups. Group one includes the 
southern Caucasian birds which 
all have the neck ring, and north- 
em Caucasian birds that do not 
have the ring. Group two includes 
the white-winged pheasant which 
may or may not have the neck 
ring, but does have the light or yel- 
low eye. Group three includes the 
green pheasants. 

Duane Farrell, a noted pheasant 
breeder from Montana, has made 
exhaustive observations of phea- 
sant study skins in museums from 
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China to the Smithsonian Insti- 
tute in Washington, D.C. He feels 
the western Oregon pheasant is 
the Manchurian race, while east- 
em Oregon pheasants are of the 
Sharsi strain. 

Whatever the case, a pure strain 
probably does not exist in the Uni- 
ted States as nearly all races have 
been released at one time or anoth- 
er. The big, dark Mongolian phea- 
sant was at one time released 
throughout eastern Oregon. 
Though size and colors may vary, 
the feather markings hold true for 
each race. In crossing the various 
races, the neck ring and light eye 
are dominant and will, in most 
cases, prevail in the first genera- 
tion. 
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POPULATION TRENDS 
Sampling of pheasant densities 

has been an ongoing activity of 
the Department since the 1940's. 
Prior to 1965, between 15,000 and 
25,000 acres of habitat were 
sampled each spring to determine 
winter survival of pheasants. This 
provided information on densities 
going into nesting season. Counts 
were again made in late summer to 
determine production success. 

In 1961, both trend and produc- 
tion counts were combined during 
a two-week period in late July and 
early August to increase manpow- 
er efficiency. This change in meth- 
od proved much more accurate in 
determining the supply of phea- 
sants prior to hunting season as 
both densities and production were 
observed during the same period. 

The accompanying charts show 
the trends through the years 1961 

70 75 80 
yea r 

through 1981 for both eastern and 
western Oregon populations. East- 
em Oregon trends show the annu- 
al fluctuations and also the long- 
term highs and lows that are 
characteristic of all bird popula- 
tions. The western Oregon chart 
shows continued low population 
after the highs of the late 1950's 
and early sixties. 

These patterns are not unusual 
as records show that numbers 
were so low in 1910 and 1911, and 
again in 1943 through 1947 that 
hunting seasons were closed in the 
Willamette Valley to allow popula- 
tions to increase. With protection 
of hens during hunting season, 
these closures were not necessary 
to stimulate population growth, 
but closure to hunting did reflect 
two other low periods of the popu- 
lation cycle. 
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HUNTING SEASONS 
Unfortunately, harvest records 

are available only from 1950 to the 
present. As mentioned before, the 
first hunting season was author- 
ized in 1891. This season ran from 
September 1 through November 15 
with no bag limit. Since that time, 
in addition to closures, season 
lengths have varied from three 
days to two and one-half months. 
Bag limits have ranged from two 
to 10 birds daily. Basically, since 
1937 hens have been protected, but 
during years of high densities a 
hen in the bag has been permitted. 
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Records show that the annual 
harvest has varied between 
167,000 in 1971 to 477,000 in 1958. 
Between 54,000 and 102,000 hun- 
ters have participated each year 
since 1950. The accompanying 
chart shows hunters and harvest 
from 1950 through 1980. 
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PROPAGATION 
Artificial propagation goals 

have changed a number of times 
since game farm operations began 
in 1911. Initially the purpose was 
to stock new areas that were void 
ofpheasants. As time passed, phea- 
sants were introduced to all suita- 
ble habitat so the emphasis was to 
increase numbers in those areas 
where populations were low. 

At the same time, other exotics 
were introduced into areas where 
habitat did not hold native species. 
Later, overhunted areas were 
stocked with cocks to provide hunt- 
ing opportunities in areas close to 
population centers. Since 1911, the 
Department has released more 
than 1.8 million pheasants to meet 
those objectives. 

At one time, four game farms 
were operated to produce more 
than 70,000 pheasants a year for 
release. In 1965, only the E.E. Wil- 
son game farm remained in opera- 
tion with a goal of producing cock 
pheasants for the gun. This opera- 
tion was necessary to provide gun- 
ning on public shooting areas and 
private lands where access was 
assured. Approximately 3,000 sur- 
plus and brood hens were released 
each year to supplement wild nest- 
ing birds. In addition, approxi- 
mately 7,000 surplus day-old hens 
were given to cooperators to raise 
and release. 

At one time some 70,000 pheasants were released each year in Oregon. About 
3,000 of these were hens to supplement wild nesting bird populations. 

A new style brooder house. Automated watering and feeding devices are used both 
to save man-power and also to give the birds as little contact as possible with 
humans. Hopefully the lessened contact with humans will produce a wilder bird. 
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Erecting a live trapping net to take birds from the wild without harming them. Birds 
trapped this way were moved to the game farm to bring wild blood into the stock 
being raised there. 

If live trapping of birds with baited net cages shown above is not successful, night 
dip-netting may be employed. Driving through fields where the birds are roosting 
at night. the biologists can get close enough to catch the flushing birds with the dip 
net. 

THE FUTURE 
The downward trend of Willa- 

mette Valley pheasant popula- 
tions has been cause for much con- 
cern. A total of 13 theories have 
been recorded as reasons for the 
depressed populations. These 
range from decreased habitat and 
urbanization, to sowbugs and pred- 
ators. It is not intended to argue 
any ofthese theories. The intent of 
future management is to seek 
ways to solve the problem and re- 
build the depressed population. 

A rather complicated program 
has been developed over the past 
two years to meet these objectives. 
Looking to the future, a need was 
seen to revitalize the propagation 
program. Our game farm at E.E. 
Wilson is 30 years old. It was built 
in 1951 when operational labor 
was cheap, but with labor and feed 
prices soaring it is not possible to 
continue raising cocks for the gun. 

Last year a new brooder-temper- 
ing house that is fully automated 
replaced the old buildings. Instead 
of two men spending eight hours to 
feed and water 6,000 chicks on 
each of three hatches, it now re- 
quires one man an hour or so each 
day to take care of 10,000 chicks. 
Hopefully in the next year we will 
automate feeding in our flight 
pens so we can save man-hours in 
that activity. Automation will also 
reduce the period when birds have 
contact with humans so that they 
will retain their wildness. 

Food costs are also increasing. 
To resolve this we can produce our 
own feed at considerable savings. 
Pheasant food formulas consist of 
seven ingredients to produce a bai- 
anced diet during the growth and 
egg production period. Most of 
these can be produced on the area 
to produce this diet, and also con- 
dition birds to natural feed during 
the last two to three weeks prior to 
release. 

In the past we have produced 
18,000 male birds for release into 
the wild and 3,000 hens as brood 
stock. Production will be increased 
to about 27,000 birds, one half or 
more of which will be hens for re- 
lease to supplement wild produc- 
tion. 

In addition, we will increase our 
(next page) 
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The black neck pheasant. Possibly 
bird with a future in Oregon. 

cooperative chick rearing program 
from 7,000 to 16,000 birds per year. 
These birds are distributed to co- 
operators with the agreement that 
at least one-half the survivors are 
to be released at 10 to 12 weeks of 
age. 

A study of spring released game 
farm hens to supplement wild 
stock was made by John Engbring 
in 1973 and 1974. After two years, 
his conclusion was that fewer than 
two percent of the hens survived to 
produce young. Analysis of the 
background of our game farm 
stock shows that 30 years of selec- 
tive breeding produced a large, co- 
lorful, easy handling bird with lit- 
tle ability to survive in the wild. 
Last summer radio monitoring of 
spring released hens resulted in 
conclusions similar to Engbrings, 
i.e. survival was less than two per- 
cent. 

This summer, radio monitoring 
of progeny from wild caught east- 
ern and western Oregon strains of 
ringnecks and crosses of the two 
Page 8 

A "socked' hen pheasant just after having her radio tracking device attached. 
Radio tracking of birds so equipped allowed researchers to determine mortality in 
birds released from the game farm. Sock is put over the head to calm the bird 
during handling. 

showed encouraging results. 
Where survival of game farm hens 
was less than five percent after 60 
days, wild progeny survival was 
26 percent over that time period. A 
good number of broods were pro- 
duced by these hens. Since normal 
survival of wild hens is only 40 
percent over the period of a year, it 
is felt we are headed in the right 
direction in supplementing wild 
populations. 

This spring the Department ac- 
quired 700 black-neck pheasant 
eggs from England. These eggs 
were successfully hatched, and we 
now have 550 birds available to 
provide brood stock for survival 
studies on this race and of crosses 
with our eastern and western Ore- 
gon wild birds. The black-neck was 
selected because of its adaptability 
to habitats and precipitation in 
England that is similar to the Wil- 
lamette Valley. 

Correspondence has taken place 
with the Republic of China in 
hopes of obtaining native pheas- 

ants from that country to intro- 
duce other new blood lines. This is 
proving to be a difficult project, 
but hopefully it will bear fruit in 
the future. 

In addition to survival and pro- 
duction ofreleased birds, informa- 
tion is being gathered to measure 
and identify the preferred nesting 
and rearing habitat of released 
pheasants so we can duplicate this 
habitat in cooperation with inter- 
ested landowners. Funds have 
been budgeted to start this phase 
of the program in the near future 
when a few more answers are 
known. 

All in all, the Department has 
embarked on an aggressive phea- 
sant program for the future. Ap- 
propriately, it has gathered its in- 
itial momentum during the centen- 
nial year of the introduction of the 
ringneck to Oregon. It has been a 
good 100 years. We hope this 
marks the beginning of 100 
more.Ll 
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THIS AND THAT 
Compiled by Ken Durbin 

The Arizona State Legis'ature 
has passed what is believed to be 
the first legislation aimed at pre- 
venting anti-hunters from physi- 
cally hampering the activities of 
lawful sportsmen in the fie'd. 

The new law was designed to 
deal primarily with the organized 
harassment of hunters by anti- 
hunting groups who have tried to 
sabotage the once-in-a-lifetime 
hunts for Arizona's bighorn sheep 
and buffalo. 

Groups of anti-hunters have 
used noisemakers, fireworks and 
even aircraft in attempts to fright- 
en game out of range and spoil 
shots, although in some instances 
their efforts have succeeded only 
in frightening game past hunters 
who had a better opportunity than 
they might have otherwise. 

Penalties for offenders could 
carry fines of up to $750 and/or 
four months in jail. 

* 

Year of the Eagle 
The National Wildlife Federa- 

tion has called upon the nation to 
observe 1982 as the "Year of the 
Eagle" to commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of the selection of the 
bald eagle as its national symbol. 
The bald eagle, now an en- 
dangered species throughout most 
of the country, was adopted as the 
central figure of the great seal of 
the United States by the Second 
Continental Congress, June 20, 
1782. 

Oklahoma Checks Off 
Oklahoma enacted its first non- 

game wildlife legislation on May 26, 
establishing a nongame check- 
off program similar to that devel- 
oped initially by Colorado in 1977. 
The program permits those filing 
state income tax returns to desig- 
nate portions of any refund to sup- 
port nongame management. In ad- 
dition to Kansas, other states with 
checkoff programs now include, 
Colorado, Idaho, Kentucky, Minne- 
sota, Oregon, Utah, Virginia, and 
West Virginia. 

Kansas Wildlife 
* 
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Immutable Hunting Laws 
1. A hunting partner usually 

oversleeps. 
2. Hip boots leak only in cold 

water. 
3. When matches are fewest, fire- 

wood is wettest. 
4. For a drippy nose, a wool 

glove beats any bandana. 
5. The first place to look for 

game is the last place you'd expect 
to find it. 

6. In camp, the one who snores 
will fall asleep first. 

7. If anyone gets sick during a 
hunt, it will be the cook. 

8. If your stand is on the right 
fork of a trail and your partner's is 
on the left fork, all does will go up 
the right fork and all bucks will 
choose the left fork. 

9. Fences are always 2" higher 
than your legs. 

10. Only the man who builds 
farm gates can understand them. 

11. It always takes longer to get 
there than to get back. 

12. All trails have more uphill 
sections than they have downhill 
sections. 

13. The last hills are the high- 
est. 

14. No matter which way you 
face on your stand, the game will 
always approach from behind. 

from the Big Sky, 
Fred Bear Sports Club 

* 

A Pounding Rain 
According to the Environmental 

Protection Department of the State 
of Maine, one inch of rain falling 
on one acre of land weighs 220,000 
pounds, and the raindrops strike 
the ground at about 20 miles per 
hour. 

When a shower starts, the rain- 
drops pack the soil surface to the 
extent that 98 percent of the sub- 
sequent rainfall runs off. The re- 
port underscores the value of 
forests by pointing out that the 
amount of sediment washed off 
one acre of cleared land may be 
20,000 to 40,000 times as much as 
that washed off an acre in a 
wooded area. 

Wildlife Review 

st. Helens Ash 
Said Harmless, So Far 

Volcanic ash from Mount St. 
Helens does not have any adverse 
effects on humans or laboratory 
animals, according to a University 
of Oregon Health Sciences Center 
researcher. But scientists say more 
studies are needed to determine if 
the ash has long-term health ef- 
fects. 

The Health Sciences Center last 
summer received $150,000 to plan 
further research into the effects of 
the ash and has applied for more 
money. 

Another study conducted by the 
National Institute of Occupational 
Safety and Health found that log- 
gers working in the immediate vi- 
cinity of Mount St. Helens had no 
change in degree of lung impair- 
ment compared with a "control" 
group of loggers working near 
Coos Bay. 

Compnews 

Population Policy 
Conservationists are rallying 

around legislation that would es- 
tablish a U.S. policy on human 
population, the Wildlife Manage- 
ment Institute reports. The bill, 
H.R. 907, would "declare the goal 
of population stabilization, by vol- 
untary means, as the keystone of a 
national policy . . ." Introduced by 
Congressman Richard L. Ottinger 
(N.Y.), H.R. 907 would give the 
federal government authority and 
resources to forecast more accurate- 
ly and respond to short-term and 
long-term trends in the relation- 
ships between population, resour- 
ces, and the environment. It also 
would establish an Office of Popu- 
lation Policy which would promote 
federal policies and programs to 
suit shifting demographic pat- 
terns. 

Kansas Wildlife 
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HOW MANY WILD STEELHEAD? 

Last winter the Department and 
the Association of Northwest Steel- 
headers announced a cooperative 
program aimed at answering the 
question posed by the title as well 
as other questions about our coas- 
tal winter steelhead resource. 

As part ofthe Department's new 
Salmon Trout Enhancement Pro- 
gram (STEP), which is designed to 
educate and involve more private 
citizens in fish management and 
fishery enhancement, anglers 
were asked to voluntarily collect 
scale samples from winter steel- 
head they caught on coastal 
streams in Oregon. 

Scale samples were turned in to 
the Department and were used by 
Page 10 

By Nancy Rosent reter 
Fishery Research Biologist 

biologists to determine the age and 
origin (hatchery or wild) of the 
fish. 

WHY DO WE NEED THE IN- 
FORMATION? 

The importance of the winter 
steelhead as a sport fish lies in its 
unique availability during the 
winter months along with its repu- 
tation as an excellent game fish. 
When the steelhead are running, 
what else really matters? These at- 
tributes have led to increasing de- 
mands on our steelhead resource. 

About 80 percent of Oregon's 
steelhead harvest is winter run 
fish and 75 percent of these are 
from coast streams. Our industrial 

and agricultural activities are also 
placing demands on the steelhead 
resource in terms of stream habitat 
quantity and quality. 

The future abundance of steel- 
head trout depends in part on the 
development and use of proper 
management techniques. The Re- 
search and Development Section 
of the Department provides the 
facts required to formulate and up- 
date management practices to 
meet the challenging problems fac- 
ing the fishery resource. We have 
been engaged in specific research 
programs on coastal steelhead 
stocks since 1954. 

We have learned much! We have 
increased the survival rate of our 
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hatchery-produced steelhead 
through improved hatchery meth- 
ods and understanding of physio- 
logical processes in steelhead, al- 
tered our release locations to pro- 
vide a greater return to the fisher- 
man and to minimize impacts on 
wild fish, and advanced our knowl- 
edge of life-history patterns, dis- 
ease, habitat requirements, and in- 
teraction between hatchery and 
wild fish. 

Despite these advances many 
questions still remain to be an- 
swered. And there are warning sig- 
nais. There is evidence that the 
catch of coastal steelhead trout 
has leveled offin spite of increased 
smolt production, straying is con- 
founding the usefulness of specific 
outsystem releases (where fish 
from one stream are released in 
another), and hatchery returns are 
masking decreases in wild stocks. 

The abundance of adult wild and 
hatchery winter steelhead in a 
stream is very difficult to deter- 
mine. We have few counting facili- 
ties (fish ladders at dams and 
hatchery traps) on coastal streams 
where a tally of adult runs is pos- 
sible. Therefore, our best estimate 
of abundance is angler catch 
which is estimated from salmon- 
steelhead punchcard returns and 
creel surveys on selected streams. 

Each year an estimated 85,000 
adult winter steelhead trout are 
caught on Oregon's coastal 
streams. This catch is estimated 
from saimon-steelhead punch 
cards returned by anglers. Howev- 
er, we cannot separate hatchery 
fish from wild fish in this total. 
Accurate knowledge of the annual 
catch of hatchery fish and its con- 
tinuing relationship to the catch of 
naturally produced steelhead is re- 
quired to improve management of 
both segments of the winter steel- 
head population. 

We need angler cooperation to 

give us the information necessary 
to develop separate estimates of 
hatchery and wild catch. The 
scales turned in by anglers will 
yield information on the area and 
time of season where wild fish are 
caught, what rivers have high or 
low catches of wild fish, the effects 
of stocking location and number of 
fish stocked on the catch of hatch- 
ery fish and the success of out-sys- 
tem releases of hatchery fish. 

The hatchery/wild ratios deve- 
loped from the scales will be ap- 
plied to the catch from that stream 
as estimated from salmon-steel- 
head punchcard returns. An esti- 
mate of the hatchery and wild 
catch can then be calculated for a 
stream or group of streams. Poor 
returns of punchcards yield poor 
estimates of catch, therefore we 
need you to turn in your old punch- 
card as soon as it expires! 

The information generated from 
the citizen-Department STEP pro- 
gram is an integral part of Fish 
and Wildlife's goal to determine 
the factors limiting production of 
hatchery and wild steelhead trout 
in coastal basins and develop man- 
agement strategies to increase pro- 
duction and benefits to the sport 
fisheries. Winter-run fish are em- 
phasized at this time; however, 
background information is also 
being generated for coastal sum- 
mer steelhead. 

The information generated from 
the citizen-Department STEP pro- 
gram is an integral part of Fish 
and Wildlife's goal to determine 
the factors limiting production of 
hatchery and wild steelhead trout 
in coastal basins and develop man- 
agement strategies to increase pro- 
duction and benefits to the sport 
fisheries. Winter-run fish are em- 
phasized at this time; however, 
background information is also be- 
ing generated for coastal summer 
steelhead. 

RIVER % WILD % HATCHERY 

Nestucca 39 61 
Siletz 27 73 
Alsea 12 88 
Siuslaw 19 81 
Chetco 47 53 

OREGON WILDLIFE 

HOW DO YOU KNOW ... 
HATCHERY OF WILD? 

The freshwater growth rings, or 
circuli, on the scale of a hatchery 
fish are uniform due to availability 
offood during the one year of rear- 
ing in a hatchery before release. 
Scales from wild steelhead show 
uneven circuli spacing and dis- 
tinct winter growth checks (annu- 
li) during the two to three years 
they rear in fresh water before 
smolting and migrating to the 
ocean. By using scale patterns it is 
possible to determine the percen- 
tage of hatchery and wild adult 
steelhead caught in the winter fis h- 
ery. 

RESULTS OF THE 1980-81 
VOLUNTEER SCALE 
PROGRAM 

The response to our request for 
scale samples was encouraging. 
We started the program without 
advance season publicity, yet the 
momentum generated by the indi- 
vidual sportsmen was powerful. 
Within six days after announcing 
the program, scale samples were 
mailed to our post office box. More 
than 200 individuals requested in- 
formation and/or responded with 
scale samples in addition to those 
responding directly to Department 
regional and district offices, local 
Steelheader chapters and river 
guides. 

The fishermen who provided 
scale samples this year were dedi- 
cated and delightful. Tuesday 
morning's mail brought scales 
from all who promptly mailed the 
results of a successful weekend 
and often a note which said, "No 
luck, but trying again tomorrow." 
(Some anglers were so enthusiastic 
they filled in their own age where 
the scale envelope says [AGEI. I 
normally use that location to enter 
the age ofthe fish after examining 
the scales!!) 

The mail contained positive let- 
ters of support for our efforts and 
comments on the resource that 
prove we are working with a seg- 
ment of the public which is dedi- 
cated to maintenance of our steel- 
head trout resource. Anglers who 
wrote recognized differences be- 
tween stocks of steelhead, the 
value of wild fish and the merits of 

(continued next page) 
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STEELHEAD 
(cont'from page 11) 

hatchery fish and the problems of 
increasing angler effort on some 
streams. 

We set a goal of 200 scale sam- 
pies per stream but only achieved 
that in streams with Department 
angler surveys (Alsea and Sius- 
law). We calculated hatchery/wild 
proportions where we received 
more than loo scale samples per 
stream. Streams with smaller sam- 
ples will be pooled between years 
and a composite estimate calculat- 
ed when we have sufficient infor- 
mation. 

We are confident that more pub- 
licity of the program will generate 
increased angler response in this 
coming season and future years. 
This is a continuing program and 
your chance to use your ability to 
catch steelhead for the good of the 
resource! 

To those who participated in the 
program last year, thank you and 
we hope to hear from you again. To 
those who did not or are reading 
about it for the first time, this 
would be a great year to begin! 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE 
Anglers who are interested in 

participating in the program 
should follow these instructions: 

First, DO NOT attempt to take 
scales from any fish you intend to 
release. Scrape eight to 10 scales 
from the area of the fish imme- 
diately above the lateral line and 
below the dorsal fin (see diagram). 
Scales from this area are the first 
to form on juvenile fish and con- 
tain the most information. 

The scales may be wiped from 
the knife blade on a piece of paper 
and placed into an envelope on 
which you have written the 
stream, date, sex, length and any 
fin marks. 

Scale envelopes are available 
through local Northwest Steel- 
header chapters and many river 
guides. They may also be obtained 
by writing ODFW Research, P.O. 
Box 1628, Corvallis, Oregon 97330. 
Scales should be turned in to any 
of the envelope sources listed 
above as soon as possible after 
catching the fish.LI 
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THE PIED-BILLED GRE BE 
Floating silently among the tules, a pied-billed grebe becomes suddenly 

frightened, dives and is seen no more. Where did he go? This bird is 
somewhat of a mystery. 

Known for his disappearing act, the grebe likes the quick underwater 
escape when feeling threatened. But no bird can stay down there forever, 
and the grebe usually comes up for air about 100 feet away, often with just 
the eyes and bill above the water line. 

The pied-billed grebe likes the shallow estuaries and inland ponds 
where shoreline tules and reeds grow. With its legs located far back on its 
body, this bird has a difficult time on land and resembles the upright 
stature of a penguin when making a rare attempt to walk. 

The male and female grebe are nearly identical in appearance resem- 
bling a coot, only smaller with sooty brown coloration. In the springtime, 
the top of the head and back feathers start changing to a darker color and 
the paie yellow bill becomes encircled with a wide black band. A patch on 
the throat area also becomes more definite and visible. 

Pied-billed grebes prefer the solitary life and require more territory than 
most water birds. Their cuck-koo like call is usually heard from March to 
about mid-July. However, grebes sometimes like to imitate the loon with a 
hollow, yelping cry that seems to symbolize the quiet solitude of the 
marsh. 

Grebes are one variety of water bird that does not prefer a fish-oriented 
diet. In fact, these birds can be found in many freshwater ponds that have 
no fish at all. An abundant supply of small, aquatic animals will keep 
any grebe happy. 

When mating season rolls around, the hen can be found building a nest 
from dead tules and marsh grass, using her flat feet and body to mat the 
material down into a floating platform. Five to nine light bluish-green 
eggs are soon laid, their color becoming darker as incubation continues. 

As the fuzzy chicks begin to hatch, they take immediately to water, 
having ability to swim and dive almost from birth. However, the hen 
frequently gives the black and white striped youngsters a ride on her 
back, even diving with them. The adults often feed their young feathers, 
leading biologists to believe they may form an essential, but mysterious 
part of the growing bird's dietD 

Bob Kuhn 
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UNUSUAL SIGHT 
OFF THE COAST 

As mentioned in our editorial 
this month, it has been an unusual 
summer for strange sightings off 
the Oregon coast. The striped mar- 
lin reported in the September issue 
was probably the most bizarre, but 
other word comes of another sight- 
ing of a species of sea turtles sel- 
dom seen in our waters. 

There had been rumors of sight- 
ings of a large sea turtle by fish- 
ermen this summer but no posi- 
tive identification of species. Then 
Chuck Koski, fishery biologist 
with the National Marine Fisher- 
ies Service, was on a busman's hol- 
iday fishing for salmon out of Tu- 
lam ook. 

He had heard reports ofthe sight- 
ings and by the descriptions sur- 
mised the turtle may have been a 
leatherback, the largest turtle in 
existence. So when he heard re- 
ports via the CB of a turtle sight- 
ing in progress, and only a mile 
away, he hurried over to try to cap- 
ture the animal on film. By good 
fortune, the turtle was still there 
when he arrived. 

"He looked like something from 
the prehistoric past," Koski said, 
"a behemoth of the deep with a 
monstrous head and dark back 
lined with three prominent 
ridges." The ridges identified the 
turtle as a leatherback which can 
reach sizes of eight feet and 
weights of 1,500 pounds. 

Koski turned the wheel over to 
one of his passengers and posi- 
tioned himself in the bow of the 
boat to try for a picture. It oblig- 
ingly surfaced right in front of 
him. "He must have been sur- 
prised to see the boat so close in his 
path," Koski said. "He floated for 
a few seconds staring at me. I for- 
got for a moment that I should be 
taking photos as I looked at his co- 
bring - white spots along the 
dark background of his neck, pin- 
kish red under his chin mottled 
with white, and a leathery sheen 
on his ridged back. Another strik- 
ing feature was a baseball-size 
orange spot in the center of his 
head." 

Soon the animal took a deep 
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breath and dove. It did not reap- 
pear within sight of the several 
boats in the area. 

The leatherback, says Koski, is 
the largest of all turtles, land or 
sea. Its back, unlike the hard shell 
of other turtles, is leathery, al- 
though protected by seven rows of 
bony protrusions. Three are readi- 
ly visible in the water, but the 
other four are usually underwater 
along the sides. The species is 
classified as endangered under the 
provisions of the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act. 

The leatherback, Koski says, is 
an omniverous feeder; that is he 
will eat nearly anything including 
algae, seaweed, squid, fish and sea 

urchins. It is reported that jellyfish 
is its principal food. When this tur- 
tle was first sighted, Koski said, 
there were more Velella jellyfish 
floating around than anyone could 
remember seeing in many years. 
This might partly explain the tur- 
tle this close to the Oregon coast in 
such cool water. 

Nesting usually occurs on the 
beaches of tropical seas and al- 
though not rare, the sighting is 
definitely unusual here. Occasion- 
ally, Koski says, the leatherback is 
found in arctic waters and appar- 
ently has the ability to regulate its 
body temperature unlike other 
cold-blooded reptiles, including 
other tropical turtles.L1 
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PRAISE FOR THE POLICE 
AND THE COURT 

We have frequently reported 
cases in which the courts in Ore- 
gon have shown concern for our 
natural resources by doling out 
stiff penalties for violations of the 
fish and wildlife laws. The follow- 
ing, sent to us by Forrest N.A. 
Bacci, Deputy District Attorney 
for Clackamas County, provides a 
good example both of exemplary 
police work and corresponding 
action by the court. 

"I am writing this letter to 
bring to your attention some fine 
police and judicial work in the 
fish and game area," Mr. Bacci's 
letter reads. "I want to commend 
Steven Shaw of the Oregon State 
Police Game Division and Judge 
Raymond R. Bagley, District 
Court Judge in Cilackamas 
County, for the way they handled 
State y. Dennis James Tomsha 
on the charge of Snagging Sal- 
mon. 

"Corporal Shaw deserves kudos 
for the investigative work that he 
did on this. Here are the facts: 
Corporal Shaw was off duty and 
was going to take his wife to see 
the middle fish ladder on Eagle 
Creek in the Clackamas system. 
As he approached the gates of the 
ladder, he observed a car pulling 
away. He got the license number 
and then went down to the ladder 
with his wife. As they ap- 
proached, he saw a number of in- 
dividuals snagging salmon. 
These individuals were wearing 
camouflage jungle clothes with 
camouflage paint on their faces 
and hands. They all had heavy 
duty fishing rods and were snag- 
ging salmon. Corporal Shaw left 
his wife back in the woods and 
went down and talked with one of 
the individuals who had a 
snagged salmon in his posses- 
sion. He observed that this per- 
son, who later turned out to be 
Tomsha, had a heavy fishing 
pole with a large silver treble 
hook and beneath this a large pyr- 
amid sinker. After a few minutes 
of conversation, the individual 
figured out that Corporal Shaw 
was a game warden, whereupon 
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he turned and yelled "game 
warden" and ran out into the 
woods with the other individuals. 

"After more than a month of 
investigation, Corporal Shaw was 
able to locate the driver of the 
car, who turned out to be Tom- 
sha's wife. He went out and ques- 
tioned her and she eventually 
told him the names of the people 
who were involved. Corporal 
Shaw then went out and contact- 
ed Dennis Tomsha and recog- 
nized him as the one he talked to 
and then placed him under arrest. 

"On July 30, 1981, Mr. Tomsha 
appeared before Judge Bagley in 
the District Court with an attor- 
ney and plead guilty to the 
charge of snagging salmon. 
Judge Bagley, after hearing the 
facts and finding out that Tom- 
sha had numerous prior game vi- 
olation convictions, asked Mr. 
Tomsha if he had anything to 
say. Mr. Tomsha gave Judge Bag- 
ley a routine about what a good 
sportsman he was and how he 
loved to hunt and fish and was 
looking forward to teaching his 
children to do the same. Judge 
Bagley told Mr. Tomsha he 
should find someone else to teach 
his children to hunt and fish and 
teach them to do it legally. He 
then sentenced Mr. Tomsha to 
60 days in jail and suspended his 
hunting and fishing privileges for 
two years ... 

"I thought you should know 
about this incident for two rea- 
sons. First about the excellent 
work that is being done by our 
Oregon State Police Fish and 
Game Division personnel . . 

Corporal Shaw did an exemplary 
job of the investigation which ul- 
timately led to the defense attor- 
ney throwing in the towel and 
pleading guilty. I also wanted to 
make you aware of Judge Bag- 
ley's decision so that you will 
know that our District Court 
judges in Clackamas County 
have been taking game violations 
more and more seriously as we 
see more and more game viola- 
tions in our courts."D 

AUDUBON FILMS 
IN PORTLAND 

Five color motion picture films 
programmed by National Audu- 
bon Society and sponsored in Port- 
land by Audubon Society of Port- 
land are scheduled in the next few 
months. The first will probably be 
past by the time most readers re- 
ceive this issue. It was "KOOKA- 
BURRA COUNTRY" on October 7 
at 8 p.m. in Benson School Audito- 
rium. 

The other films in the series are: 
Wednesday, November 4, "Where 
the Sea Begins" by Janet J. flog- 
ers; Tuesday, January 19, "Land 
of the Shortgrass Prairie" by Al- 
bert Karvonen; Tuesday, February 
16, "A Naturalist Afield" by Steve 
Maslowsky; and Wednesday, 
March 17, "Inside Passage to Alas- 
ka" by Norm Wakeman. Each of 
the films is narrated personally by 
the naturalist-photographer who 
filmed the wildlife. 

A brochure describing the five- 
film series is available at Audubon 
Society of Portland, 5151 NW Cor- 
nell Road; Stevens and Son, Lloyd 
Center; and from John T. King, 
3320 5W 100th Ave., Portland 
97225. 

Although single tickets will be 
available at the door at Benson 
Auditorium, season tickets pur- 
chased in advance at the above lo- 
cations for $8 for adults or $4 for 
students, represent a 35 percent 
savings. The five tickets on the 
season ticket are transferable so if 
a season ticket purchaser misses 
any film, a guest may be brought 
to a following film with the unused 
ticket.E1 

OCTOBER 1981 



Fall and the harvest are almost 
synonymous. The harvest may 
also include the wildlife crop for 
some. Most of the major hunting 
seasons begin in October, making 
the month a good time to look at 
differing perceptions of that activ- 
ity. 

Not everyone hunts. Perception 
of hunting varies widely among 
people and groups. Not everyone 
agrees with the idea of hunting at 
all. Some oppose hunting for phi- 
losophical reasons, feeling that 
humans should not kill animals. 
Others react to the methods some 
may use or a feeling about the ef- 
fect of hunting on wildlife num- 
bers. 

Major wildlife interest groups 
that have taken a position on hunt- 
ing reflect a wide range of feeling. 
The National Wildlife Federation 
notes, "We do not take issue with 
the hunter-sportsman who, during 
legal hunting seasons, crops sur- 
plus wildlife which would other- 
wise be lost to a sometimes more 
cruel Mother Nature . . ." The Sier- 
ra Club indicates it is "not opposed 
to sports hunting outside of appro- 
priate sanctuaries . . . provided it 
is regulated." They go on to say, 
". . . regulated sports hunting may 
have a place for those who choose 
to pursue it, but there are more 
pressing concerns." 

Opinions of other groups may be 
much more diverse. The Wildlife 
Society, made up of professional 
wildlife biologists "recognizes 
sport hunting as one legitimate 
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and desirable use of wildlife re- 
sources and further acknowledges 
the essential support of hunters for 
many programs of wildlife conser- 
vation research and manage- 
ment . . ." On the other hand, a 
group named Friends of Animals, 
Inc. contends, " 'Sports-hunting' is 
neither sport nor hunting . . . the 
slaughter is a base activity com- 
parable to shooting fish in a bar- 
rei." 

The National Audubon Society 
indicates it . . . "has never been 
opposed to the hunting of game 
species if that hunting is done eth- 
ically and in accordance with laws 
and regulations designed to pre- 
vent depletion of the wildlife re- 

source." The World Wildlife Fund 
. . . "neither promotes nor opposes 
the hunting of game that is main- 
tamed in abundance under sus- 
tamed-yield management pro- 
grams." On the other hand, The 
Fund for Animals takes the view 
that "Hunting is not a true sport, 
for the simple reason that there is 
nothing sporting about shooting 
defenseless wild animals with a 
high-powered rifle." 

How do you feel about hunting? 
Do you participate, oppose or ig- 
nore it? In the end it is your choice 
and your philosophy that you 
must apply to the fall harvest of 
any crop. 

THIS MONTH'S WINDOW 

To Harvest or . . 

Conduct a survey of feelings about hunting in your class or 
group. Be sure to ask why the feelings exist. 

Separate responses into whatever categories and reasons 
that seem logical. Which feelings are philosophically based 
and which are based on knowledge? 

Conduct a class debate on S'To Hunt or Not to Hunt". Make 
the different sides take another viewpoint and argue it. 

Investigate the role of hunting in modern wildlife conserva- 
tion programs. 
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HELP NEEDED FOR TANSY CONTROL 
If you are a hunter from western 

Oregon who uses horses or pack 
animals east of the Cascades, you 
may be part of a problem. You may 
also be part of a solution. 

In recent years there have been 
increasing reports of tansy rag- 
wort, a noxious weed poisonous to 
livestock, appearing in eastern Ore- 
gon and particularly in Wallowa 
County. Until recently the plant 
was not found east ofthe Cascades 
although it has long been a prob- 
lem in western Oregon. 

It appears the weed has reached 
eastern Oregon by a number of 
means including hay used for road- 
bank mulching and possibly in log- 
ging and farming equipment 
brought to eastern Oregon from 
the west side. But some of the in- 
troductions have been traced to 
hunter camps where horses or 
other pack animals had been 
brought in and tansy was appar- 
ently present in the forage brought 
to feed them. 

Because hunters may be part of 
the problem, the Legislature desig- 
nated money in the Fish and Wild- 
life Department's current budget 
to help with control and preven- 
tion, both by controlling plants 
where they are found and in edu- 
cating the public about the prob- 
lem. 

Spread of the weed is causing 
some serious problems on private 
property and some landowners are 
locking hunters out because of it. 
Hunters should also be aware that 
it is illegal under some county 
weed control laws to bring hay or 
straw in unless it is certified free 
from noxious weeds. 

To be part of the solution instead 
of part of the problem, here are a 
few suggestions: - Do not bring in tansy ragwort 

infested hay or straw. - Buy hay or straw locally 
after arriving in the hunting 
area, or bring in only pelleted 
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Tansy Ragwort (Flowers are bright yellow) 

feed or hay that is certified to 
be free of noxious weeds. - Feed horses or pack animals 
only weed free hay for at least 
two days prior to leaving home 
to avoid seeds in their manure. - If you find some tansy ragwort 
in northeast Oregon (even just 
one plant) report it to the prop- 
er authorities. If it's blooming, 
clip off the flowering part and 
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put it in a sack and burn it. Do 
not pull up the plant as this 
can cause it to resprout. Re- 
ports of sightings can be given 
to personnel from this Depart- 
ment, the State Police, employ- 
ees of the BLM, U.S. Forest 
Service, State Department of 
Agriculture or appropriate 
county.L1 


