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A TEST-SURVEY OF DELINL1ENCY 
INA 

HIGH SCHOOL OF MEDIUM SIZE 

INTRODUCTION 

This study was designed to survey the deiiriqueuicy and 

the potential delinquency in a high school of iedium size 

by means of test procedures. The value of such a study, 

especially the study of the potential delinquency, lies 

in the early discovery of undue interest in and glorifi- 

cation of the minor acts and the lines of thought that 

often --- although not always, by any means --- lead to 

the overt acts that bring the child before the school dis- 

ciplinary officials or into the juvenile court and cause 

him or her to be classified rather definitely as a delïn- 

quent or as an incorrigible in the thoughts of the people 

who know him or her. If these potential delinquents can 

be discovered before they feel that they have been dis- 

graced by actual conimitment to a reforni school, or by an 

actual hearing before a juvenile court, or even before 

they have been detected in some act that brings them de- 

finitely before the disciplinary authorities of their own 

schools, the possibilities of their reformation by indi- 

vidual study and attention would at least seem to be in- 

creased greatly. 



Some children and youths seem to require a rather se- 

vere shock to force them to see themselves as they are and 

as they aopear to others, and to bring them face to face 

with reality in general. Others, and possibly these are 

in the numerical majority, believe that once they have 

been detected in sorne crime or misdemeanor, they have been 

assigned rather definite roles in the drama of life. Often 

they believe that there is no deviation permitted by so- 

ciety from these roles. Some of this group become defi- 

ant, resentful, and aggressively anti-social. Other in- 

dividuals in the group lose their spirit of ambition and 

joie de vivre and become the sneaks and the druthres of the 

half-world and the underworld. A few of them reform or 

modify their ways by their own efforts. A few change 

their ways through force or accident of circumstances. 

Marriace to a forceful and interesting person of more 

socially acceptable habits of thought and action is prob- 

ably the most common form of this cause of change. 

Furthermore, a large number of children who are de- 

linquent do not realize that they are delinquent. This is 

most notable in what may, with considerable reason, be 

called slum districts. These may be in either the cities, 

the towns, or in rural areas. They are not always com- 

posed of areas having populations of the lowest economic 

status, although they usually are. The discovery by the 
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children of these sluni areas that the world which they 

have not niet first hard --- a much larger world than the 

entire world they have hitherto known --- does not accept 

the social standards which they have learned to accept as 

the normal behavior of normal people comes as a shock to 

them. The shock is greater if they find out --- with a 

conviction of its sincerity --- that their previous stand- 

ards and their childish heroes are held in contempt by a 

very large part of mankind. The effect of such a discov- 

ery is often that of driving these youngsters clearly 

into, or clearly out of, their former associations. 

There was a time when the term ttdelinquencyI was prac- 

tically synonymous with what would be termed 'crime" if 

committed by an adult (44). Since prevention rather than 

punishment is the aim of the state in dealing with young 

offenders, the state should try to reach them as soon as 

possible. The term "delinquent" is applied in different 

states to children who have violated any state law or or- 

dinance; to those who are incorrigible; those who are 

truants; who associate with immoral persons; who use vile 

or obscene language; or who jump on moving trains. The 

idea of such elastic definitions is that of giving the 

state power to try to prevent more serious offenses later 

on (44). Colorado was the first state to make use of this 

wide application of the term, delinquency. 



CHAPTER I 

A PARTIAL ANALYSIS OF T} DELINUENT 

Personality Traits of the Delinquent. 

Teachers' ratings and studies of the numbers of fairly 

serious cases of misbehavior of pupils in school seem to 

shaw that about ten per cent of all the children in the 

elementary schools offer evidence of requiring some re- 

medial study and treatment (63, 146). Many of the young- 

stars are disciplinary problems, or are delinquent, be- 

cause they are resentful of the authority of the school 

and are impatient of the restrictions which the school as 

an institution imposes (1, 107). The chief sources of 

complaint from these children were the handicaps and re- 

strictions on their attempts at freedom or their attempts 

to establish their own individualities, namely complaints 

against their own fathers and mothers. Most of these dis- 

ciplinary cases and delinquents are of dull mentality and 

do not appear to advantage in any of the academic, manual, 

or extra-curricular activities of the school (SO, 43, 59, 

60, 61, 74, 117, 1ö5). As a result of their poor posi- 

tions in the school environment and their desire to escape 

this situation, they often run away, steal, or indulge in 

sex misdemeanors as a means of release or at least a diver- 

sion from the strains of their customary situations. 
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Sometimes self-assertiveness, desire to see the world, 

and spirited independence play a part in cases of running 

away from honie, either spiritually or physically; but more 

often they play no part at all (8). Escape is the primary 

and compelling motive for delinquency (8). This would 

seem to indicate that many of these youngsters are aggres- 

sive in their behavior and rather unadapted to the social 

guiles. Sometimes these youngsters run away, which is a 

delinquency in children between seven and sixteen years 

of age; or they are trouble-makers because they are edu- 

cationally retarded and are over-age chronologically for 

their grade (69, 107). This is, of course, related to the 

resentment of the restrictions of the school and their 

dissatisfaction with their own handicaps and limitations. 

Oftentimes they are of a restless nature (124) even though 

they are able to do the work of the school and are capable 

of meeting the demands of the social community in which 

they live. Other children are restless and of inferior 

intelligence (124). These last become the ordinary tramps 

and hoboes. 

As a group, the delinquents and the pupils who mis- 

behave are not interested in most, or even any, of the 

aspects of school (107). Most of them have in reality low 

vocational aims or have none at all (107), although in 

their imaginations and phantasies they may see themselves 



as riot only different from the average, but as distinctly 

superior to it (84, 115). Many of these youngsters are 

distinctly lazy (84, 107). Most of them are overeniotion- 

al, with instincts of domination, vanity, and a poor form 

of expression of the romantic that are out of proportion 

to both their actual accomplishments and their ability to 

accomplish (59, 60, 61, 6, 84, 104, 118, 123, 135, 145). 

Many of them see themselves as different from the average 

and nearer to a state of perfection than other children 

(84, 118). some are uite definitely swaggerers who avoid 

facing reality as far as possible (84, 118). When they 

have to face reality, especially in connection with them- 

selves, they may become markedly over-active in a series 

of aggressively anti-social acts such as fighting, threat- 

ening, teasing, bullying, window smashing or other vandal- 

isms; or they may turn to self-pity and resort to begging, 

promotion of class prejudices, or patho1oica1 lying. Very 

often they resort to the less extreme forms of ratlonali- 

zation or self-deception unless other forms are rather ha- 

bitual to them or more vicious older people sot their 

standards of behavior for them. 

It is axiomatic in the field of delinquency that few 

inmates of the reform schools and penitentiaries admit that 

they are there through their own faults and as a result of 

their own stupidity. They claim either that they are there 
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unjustly or that they would not have been caught in their 

own crimes except for the element of luck which favored 

the law enforcement officials. As a matter of fact, the 

whole system of law enforcement and of the granting of 

paroles and pardons is comiìionly acknowledged to he regret- 

tably lax, and favorable to the escape of the offender 

from sentence, in the first place, and from serving his 

sentence in the second. 

Many delinquents are classified as infantile in their 

emotional development, that is, they go to the extremes of 

emotion from causes that are not worth such extreme reac- 

tioris and are of the type which arouse similar kinds and 

degrees of response in infants and very young children. 

Many delinquents swing from one emotional extreme to the 

opposite without what appears to normal people to be an 

adequate cause. The manners that they adopt of obtaining 

their ends, or of revenge, or of getting even or paying 

back, are of the general status of similar acts by very 

young children except that they are ruade more dangerous 

through the greater training, cunning, and physical 

strength of these older people (22, 59, 118, l5). 

Many delinquents and potential delinquents are hyper- 

suggestible (59, 60, 61, 69). Others are hyposuggestible. 

The first group is often over-active and restless, either 

by itself or from being stirred to restless activity by 



suggestion from others. This suggestion may be brought 

about by exhortation in words or in action. This is es- 

pecially applicable to the group of delin4uents or poten- 

tial delinquents who are neurotic. tmong those neurotics 

the schizophrenics, or people with divided personalities, 

are the most susceptible to suggestion that results in oc- 

tion, either along the lines of decision or of actual per- 

petratiori of unsocial or anti-social deeds. These people, 

especially 1f they are of low intellïgence, are the ones 

who are tlusedt by the more intelligent delinquents to carry 

out the delinquent acts and to run the risk of captare and 

confinement. The belief, however, that the penal insti- 

tutions contain only, or even a distinctly larger percent- 

age of, this group of lower intelligence, is not longer 

accepted as correct to the extent it was formerly. 

In the first place, the group which used the other 

group of lower intelligence is not generally of a high 

order of intelligence itself. In the second place, this 

group is numerically small and is pitted against society 

as a whole. Society as a whole is a much larger and 

wealthier group, which has over the centuries built up a 

structure of policemen, judges, and penal institutions to 

protect itself as a group; whereas delinquents and crimi- 

nais must be individualists by the very nature of their 

psychological attitudes and the economics of their activ- 



ities. 

The hyosuggestib1e delinquents, or those who resist 

suggestion to an abnormal degree, are those who are stub- 

horn, brutal, drudging, and are urwi1ling to learn from 

any sort of lesson or any knd of teacher (59, 60, 61, 69). 

The recidivists, or repeaters, contain many of this group, 

which will not adapt itself to ways of thinking and acting 

which are new to it. 

The question of the predominance of neurosis among 

delinquents and criminals is in dispute at the present 

time. Probably the lack of clear definitions of the dif- 

ferent neuroses and of the facilities for measurement of 

the degree of deviation from the normal account for the 

conflict of opinion among the investigators. Most inves- 

tigators state an obvious fact when they say delinquents 

are maladjusted to society. Sorne of them express the 

opinion that neuroses of the different kinds are notice- 

ably more common among the delinquent and criminal group 

than among the population at large (59, 60, 61, 69, 139). 

This question will probably remain unanswered until the 

identifications and the measurement of the neuroses are 

carried much further than they are today. 

In a similar way investigators do not agree that de- 

linquents and criminals fall more often into the extrovert 

group or more often into the introvert group. As long as 
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the actual existence of niore than a few individuals who 

can be classified definitely as extroverts or as intro- 

verts is questioned, perhaps the tendencies of delinquents 

along these lines are not important. If real differences 

in extroversion and introversion do exist, it is probable 

that some delinquents of the more dominant and activo 

types are extroverts, whereas others of the more subtle 

and secretive types are introverts. The conîion tendency 

to group all delinquents and all criminals into one large 

homogeneous group is a fallacious tendency. They are as 

varied in their characteristics and personalities as the 

population in general, or probably more varied, because 

they represent the extremes of many or all types of traits 

of personality. 

The schools should, as far as the training of the 

teachers permits and as far as funds for the employment 

of suitable numbers of classroom and special teachers, 

nurses, and advisers are available, attempt to discover and 

to correct delinquent tendencies in their upilê who are 

worth working with. The penurious attitudes of many dis- 

tricts, school boards, and even school administrators, 

frequently prevent the schools from having suitable num- 

bers of special teachers. The large numbers of classes 

which the classroom teachers often have to meet prevent 

their learning even the names of the pupils before thé 
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school term is well urder way. Under such conditioìs the 

teachers can know very little of the ratures or of the 

home environments of the pupils. On the other hand, not 

all teachers in the classroom or in special lines of work 

are adapted by nature or by trainir.g to work with children 

of either the normal, the delinquent, or the near-dolin- 

quent groups. In the past and probably in the present, 

teachers have rated as the most serious offenders under 

their direction the pupils who have offended against the 

dignity of the teacher herself, who have interrupted the 

work of the classroom, or those few who are known as f la- 

grant cases of sex immorality (63, 146, 149). Many teach- 

ers were not aware of the fact that sex offenses or money 

crimes existed among the pupils, either outside or inside 

the school in many cases (63, 146). Of the pupils de- 

tected, by far the largest number in ar2y one grade was 

located in the fifth grade and was between the ages of 

twelve and fifteen chronologically f63, 149). 

The Relationships of Intelligence and Delinquency. 

There have been many controversies regarding the in- 

telligence of delinquents. Some investigators contend 

that sixty per cent of the delinquents are feebleminded 

(59, 60, 61, 69); others, that at least eighty per cent 

are dull and feebleminded (30, 59, 60, 61, 69); while 
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still others maintain that the intel1icence of 'noth the 

younger and older delincauents is the same or almost the 

same as that of the poDulation at large (51, 117). The 

importance of this question has two aspects --- the cor- 

relation of delinquency and of poor intellectual endow- 

ment and the causes behind this correlation if it is at 

all large, on the one hand; and the intellectual sampling 

of the delinquents who are actually apprehended, on the 

other. Some writers contend that of all of the delin- 

quents only a few of the bright ones are actually caught 

while many of the dull ones are taken into custody. The 

correctness or incorrectness of this position cannot be 

demonstrated clearly because there is no proof or dis- 

proof of a negative statement except the proof of a pos- 

itive and counter statement. However, over the centuries 

society bas developed an elaborate and fairly successful 

co-operative system of crime detection while the delin- 

quent is generally individualistic, both through his own 

nature and the nature of his activities. 

The result of numerous studies indicate that the in- 

tellectual status of delinquents as 

of non-delinquents (30, 43, 52, 92, 

of delinquent children committed to 

trial School, made with the Terman 

unselected children, sixty-five per 

/ 

a class is below that 

117). In a coirmarison 

the Wisconsin Indus- 

3roup Test, and of. 905 

cent of 408 delinquent 
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boys and seventy-eight per cent of 252 delinquent girls 

were found to have intelligence quotients below eighty- 

five as compared with eleven por cent of the unselected 

group (30). 

In claimed contrast with this study, a frequency 

distribution of the Intelligence ratings of 3,584 uveni1e 

delinquents showed that the intelligence quotients of the 

group distributed themselves In accordance with the normal 

frequency curve, but the mean was 82.2 instead of the 

usual lOO (11'?). 

Brui (21) concluded from an exhaustive study of 

forty habit-clinic children that 'more motives were neces- 

sary to cause the bright children to deviato in their 

behavior from that which is socially acceptable' and that 

more conduct disorders occurred among the duller twenty of 

this grout than among the brighter twenty. 

While a low intellectual standard does not in itself 

mean assurance of delinquency, one Investigator (43) 

found that a capacity for abstraction which had been 

checked or halted at the age of seven or eight years was 

one of the necessary prerequisites in eighty per cent of 

normal crimes, acts of violence, and theft investigated. 

There seems to be some relation between the intellïgence 

of the individual and the type of crime committed (51). 

In a study from the New Jersey Reformatory for Young 
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Males, out of 401 cases with an average age of nineteen 

years, it was found that: 

a. The population of delinquent institutions is not 

predominantly mentally deficient. 

b. To some extent, the capabilities and 1imitatios 

of an individual bear some relation to the typo of 

crime committed. Forgery and embezzlement occur 

most frequently among the superior group; and as- 

sault, rape and other sex crimes occur most fre- 

quently among the mentally deficient. 

e. There is a direct relationship between mental 

level arid recidivism. 

d. There is some relationship between the mentally 

deficient delinquent and disorganized family and 

home conditions (51). 

In a quantitative study of the relationship between 

intelligence arid economic status as factors in the etio- 

logy of children's behavior problems, material from 700 

case histories was investigated (86). The age range of 

the children studied was three to eighteen years. All 

cases with intelligence quotients below eighty were elim- 

inated. There was found to be a definite relationship be- 

tween intelligence and the type of behavior problem pre- 

sented. The more intelligent children more frequently 

presented personality and emotional problems; the less in- 
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telligent more frequently anti-social conduct problems. 

In general, the children from higher economic levels pre- 

sent personality probléms and the children of lower eco- 

nomic levels social problems, but the intelligence is a 

stronger factor than the economic situation. The brighter 

child seemingly struggles with his own personality rather 

than with the external environment as is the case with the 

duller child (21). 

When different forms of stealing are arranged ac- 

cording to the aggressiveness ïnvolved in their execution, 

the median chronological age is seen to be higher for each 

successive group from stealing in the home up to forgery 

(116). The various forms of stealing, when arranged ac- 

cording to the degree of mental maturity, follow a serial 

order according to the amount of planning and forethought 

required to carry each form of theft into effect. When 

several forms of theft are arranged according to the de- 

gree of the intelligence quotients of the perpetrators, a 

well-defined grouping is brought out, as well. Children 

who steal from the home and from stores, who take bicycles 

and automobiles on the streets, who commit burglaries or 

highway robbery, range from about 72 to 79 I.Q., while 

children who use forgery as their means of theft are, as 

a group, of normal intelligence. 

An ungifted plodder will often succeed much better in 



the world than a gifted idler. An excellent case study of 

a family of criminals shows that those who moved, while 

still dependent on the surrounding world, into good envi- 

ronment often made good, while those who grew up in the 

unsuitable environment turned out badly (40). 

A comparison of the mental traits and attitudes of 

delinquent boys and girls shows considerable agreement be- 

tween boys and girls in the following respects (132): 

a. The average intelligence level of each group stud- 

ied, that is, boys and girls, is much below that 

of the average of the population. Each group 

studied has an average intelligence quotient of 

approximately seventy-one. 

b. In both groups the averace educational age or lo- 

cation in an educational institution is thirteen 

months in excess of the mental age. 

c. Both groups show slightly greater emotiDnal insta- 

bility than average, when measured with the Wood- 

worth-Mathews Personal Data Sheet. 

d. With both groups there is a tendency toward re- 

duction in the number of unfavorable responses to 

this questionnaire with an increase in chronolog- 

ical age; anc a simil2r hut more mcrked tendency 

with an increase in mental age. The number of 

fears decreases with increasing chronological age 
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and especially with increaing mental age; while 

the number of unsocial attitudes tends to remain 

constant or to increase with both mental and 

chronological age. 

e. Both boys and girls gave the influence of others 

as the strongest motive for their delinquency. 

f. Both groups have relatively low vocational aims. 

There is very little tendency to desire work much 

beyond their ability. 

Additional conclusions from a comparison between the 

boys and the girls showed the following differences (132): 

a. The girls showed slightly greater emotional insta- 

bility than the boys, as measured with the Wood- 

worth-Mathews Personal Data Sheet. 

b. Responses to this questionnaire seemed to indicate 

that girls have a greater tendency to dream than 

the boys, and to feel that they are misunderstood 

and not loved. The boys complain more of their 

food and of physical ailments. More of the boys 

feel as though they have been very wicked. The 

girls show a greater fear of fire. 

C. In comparing the number of unfavorable responses 

given and their relation to chronological age, the 

girls show greater variability from their average 

than the boys do from theirs. With the boys, phys- 
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ical complaints seem to increase with ago; with 

the girls, there tends to be a decrease. 

d. The type of offenses leading to commitment in the 

institution is different for the two groups. The 

majority of the boys had been committed for some 

sort of gainful offensé against property. The 

majority of the girls had been committed because 

of sexual Immorality. 

e. As to motives leading to delinquency, more boys 

than girls state that they have been influenced 

by others. More girls than boys blame melad just- 

nient at home as the influencing factor. 
f. The majority of boys desire work of a semi-skilled 

nature in one of the so-called trades. The major- 

ity of the girls desire work of a domestic nature. 

The vocational ambitions of this group would sub- 

stantiaté an industrial program of training in 

domestic arts for girls of border-line or dull- 

normal mental intelligence (132). 

A study was made of 882 juvenile delinquents to deter- 

mine, if possible, the relative importance of their hered- 

ity and their environment as causes of delinquency (52). 

Their family histories were investigated for : criminal 

tendencies; parental disease at the time of conception, 

maternal disease during pregnancy, and abnormal mode of 
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living as of importance from the side of heredity; and 

home conditions and other environmental influences as of 

importance from the side of environment. The results of 

the study claimed to show that 240 delinquencies were due 

to heredity alone; 247 to heredity in a large rrieasure plus 

environment; 326 due to heredity and environment in about 

equal pr000rtions; 36 due to environment in a large measure 

plus heredity; and 33 due to environment alone. In gener'- 

al, heredity was claimed to be a greater cause of delin- 

quency than environment (52). 

Numerous writers contend that delinquency depends 

much more closely upon emotional conditions than upon in- 

tellectual. The direct heredity of delinquent tendencies 

is no longer claimed, but the direct heredity of unusually 

large amounts of some traits and unusually small amount 

of other traits, both of which conditions are favorable to 

the development of delinquency, is maintained by many 

writers. In a similar way the influence of home condì- 

tions is claimed by some writers to be an important factor 

in causing delinquency, but other and later studies show 

that the proportion of delinquents who come from broken 

homes is no larger than the proportion of broken homes 

among the population at large. It is probable that other 

factors were more prominent in the broken homes that pro- 

duced delinquents than the mere fact of an incomplete 
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family unit. Nevertheless, home conditions have a posi- 

tive correlation with delinquency. Eighty-seven per cent 

of the delinquent ir1s studied in one investigation came 

from broken homes (26). 

That many dsng'erous criminals (33) are normal in in- 

telligence but have become criminal due to environmental 

and emotional factörs is claimed to be shown in a follow- 

up study of one hundred normal and one hundred delinquent 

boys. Not a few of them became maladjusted when quite 

young and persisted in their atypical behavior in spite 
of social reguistions and incarcorabioris. Early recogni- 

tion and proper treatment of those who become maladjusted 

:is essential. It is also evident that the child who is 

normal in intelligence may become from the standpoint of 

social significance and treatment a more difficult behav- 

icr problem than the inferior child. From the data from 

this study it must, apparently, be concluded that the in- 
telligence of children who are behavior problems will have 

to be considered carefully when a treatment is outlined 

and that normal intelligence does not necessarily mean 

good social adjustment (33). 
Seventeen years after a fïrst investigation of sub- 

normal children was made, lt was found that the subnormal 

group, instead of turning out to he failures in life, had 

developed into adults who possessed a marked degree of 
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stability. The unusually favorable and constructive en- 

vironìnent in which these people lived during adolescence 

is held to be the chief factor in bringing about this de- 

gree of stability among these subnormal cases (48). 

Mentalities which showed only seventy per cent of 

normal, in a study of the records of a certain juvenile 

court, became eighty-two per cent normal after the children 

had been placed in good environments, even though one or 

both of the parents of the children were mentally defec- 

tive or otherwise abnormal; became eighty per cent whore 

both parents were alcoholic; but remained seventy per cent 

where the parents were criminalistic. Since the develop- 

ment of ideation produces delinquency, the moral contagion 

of institutions and the contagion of those reduced to a 

low status from institutions should be avoided (68). 

One study (96) of the mental differences with respect 

to nationality, social-economic status, educational level, 

and civil status of parents, shows that of the 476 cases, 

157 or thirty-three and seven-tenths per cent fall below 

I.c. 70; 180 or thirty-eight and six-tenths per cent are 

mentally retarded; 101 or twenty-one and five-tenths per 

cent are average; while only twenty-nine or six and two- 

tenths per cent attain a level above I. . 110. The for- 

eign group is more retarded than the American group, and 

this inferiority seems to be due to native endowment rather 
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than inability to handle the 1anuage. Of the foreigr 

group, the Italians constituted the largest per cent. In 

proportion to the number of Italians in the country, they 

exceeded their quota of the clinic group by about thirty 

per cent. In social and economic status, as indicated by 

the Taussig Classification into Non-competing Groups and 

the Joffa Budget Classification, the American and the for- 

ein groups each showed a slight tendency toward positive 

correlation between status and intelligence. Education- 

ally, the group was retarded with respect to chronological 

age and adîariced with respect to mental age. 

Delinquents come predominantly from the poorer classes 

(19). Of several hundred cases studied in Chicago, less 

than two per cent came from comfortable homes and none at 

all from homes of wealth. This does not necessarily mean 

that children from comfortable homes or from wealthy homes 

do not commit offenses but that, in general, their prob- 

lema do not become public (44). Success is closely cor- 

related with intelligence, whether it be financial or so- 

cial success; and, in general, it is not the intelligent 

who commit crimes; or if they do, they are caught moro 

rarely (44). 

Decroly (42) belïeves that heredity plays a more im- 

portant role than is assumed by the american investigators, 

Healy and Bronner. Eugenics is presented as one definite 



23 

solution in the reduction of delinquency since a certain 

amount of crime is due to mental defect or mental disorder 

and these tendencies seem to quite an extent to be hered- 

itary (26). 

Emotional conflict is sometimes stressed as the lead- 

ing cause for boys deserting their homes, but wanderlust 

and desire to see the world played a part in only two and 

four-tenths per cent of the cases studied (8). Self-as- 

sertiveness and spirited independence played no part at 

all. Escape from unpleasant mental situations or from fac- 

ing facts was the basic motive for nearly every runaway. 

In twelve per cent of the cases studied, the boys had been 

severely beaten. In another thirty-two per cent they 

feared punishment. Emotional conflict with family or 

school authorities or some excessive burden or responsi- 

bility accounted for a majority of the remainder wanting 

to leave home (8). 

Social causes, such as lack of harmony in the family, 

or failure of the family's supervision over children ex- 

plain only twenty per cent of the vagrancy cases found in 

one study (101). The other eighty per cent come from 

psychiatric causes, among which character disorders repre- 

sent fifty and two-tenths per cent and feeble-mindedness 

accounts for nineteen and twenty-four hundredths per cent 

(101). 
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Tendercy toward crinithal behavior is sometimes ac- 

quired when conflict in the hunger and love drives are un- 

resolved (3). All discontent in life increases the ten- 

dency to disregard the existing order. Adjustment to the 

demands of society recjuires an ever-increasing restriction 

and renunciation of the instincts. Adjustment is possible 

only if this renunciation is compensated for by increased 

satisfaction. The two great instincts for which most re- 

, nunciation is required are hunger and love. Conflicts in 

these d±ives bein in early childhood. The tendency to 

criminal behavior is acquired when these conflicts are un- 

resolved. Present criminal procedure is endeavoring to 

find the causes of crime in rational and utilitarian aims, 

whereas often they are in unconscious childhood repros- 

sions. Punishment does not bring about renunciation and, 

as a result, is effective only when the authority is re- 

sent. Our present civilization needs vents for the dam- 

med-up-libido that has been repressed from childhood (3). 

In an Italian study of 220 delinquents, forty-four 

per cent were found to have pathology of nervous functions 

or of mental ability. Among eight per cent, there was a 

significant character aberration. Seventy por cent were 

illegitimate or came froth broken homes. While social fac- 

tors appeared to be the determining cause of crime among 

these delinquents, in about one-half of the cases studied 
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there was an additional bio1odca1 causative factor (7). 

One study of rebellion and its re1atior to delinquen- 

cy and neurosis was made in which a group of thirty delin- 

quent children were compared with thirty non-delinquent 

siblings (1). The groups were shown to be about the same 

in intelligence, physical condition, and bodily build. 

Greater tendency to extroversion, over-activity and rest- 

lessness, greater emotional unbalance, and poorer school 

work characterized the delinquent group. In a large num- 

ber of cases, delinquency and rebellion seemed to indi- 

cate a healthy protest and an escape from introversion 

and schizophrenic tendencies (1). 

Inadequate social drives codition personality and 

produce a hicher degree of receptivity for over-sugges- 

tive influences (15). The over-suggestible boy and girl 

who come into conflict with the law are usually unstablé. 

The presence of pathological disturbances, such as moral 

inbecility, intellectual deficiency of varying grades, 

epileptoid states, schizothymic character, and patholo- 

ical constitution cen almost always he demonstrated in 

child criminals, that is, those under twelve years of age 

(143). In very many cases the criminal acts of young per- 

sons can be traced back to the love of adventure which is 

characteristic of this period of life. Often we find un- 

d1ying such a crime great mental power which under suit- 
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able direction could as well express itself in socially 

useful behavior (143). 

Certain conduct problems can he explained in terms of 

mental conflict which the individual experiences as a re- 

sult of certain changes in environment, especially those 

involving misunderstood and unexplained uncomfortable sit- 

uations (12). The reaction of an only child to the ar- 

rival of a second child in the family is a good illustra- 

tion of this. Disturbances of instinctive reaction and of 

the developed ego take place. Juvenile delinquency is 

òften the overt expression of mental conflicts arising 

from broken homes with their disturbed emotional and in- 

stinctive attachments (12). 

In a study in a Canadian training school (20) of boys 

two to four years retarded in school work, it was found 

that forty-two per cent were of normal intelligence and 

the remainder below 90. The test indicated qualitatively 

the existence of conflict, delusions, physical ailments, 

motor inco-ordinations, abnormal impulses, depression, 

and bullying tendencies. These boys as a group consider 

fewer things wrong but have more worries than normal boys. 

The Kohs' Ethical Discrimination (so) Test showed that 

they are less often "correct" in their moral judgments 

than normal children. The mental and physical character- 

istics of this group of delinquents do not correlate very 
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highly with each other although there is a general ten- 

dency for them to be similar (20). 

A follow-up study of fifty intellectually average and 

fifty defective recidivists and of twenty-six average and 

twenty-six defective first offenders indicates that in 

both groups there is practically no difference in social 

adjustment between those of average and those of defective 

intelligence (128). The prognosis for the first offenders 

is twice as favorable as that for recidivists. 

Delinquent girls, accordïng to another study find 

fewer things wrong than non-delinquent girls, but have 

more worries and are interested in more things than non- 

delinquents (8). They are more strongly emotIonal, lack 

inhibitory forces, and posses a wide range of interests 

conducive to unrest and instabi1ity The delinciuert girls 

experience more conflicts with their environments, are 

less well acquainted socially, and suffer more under feel- 

ings of physical discomfort. Emotional differences be- 

tween delinquent and non-delinquent girls were found to 

exist. 

Six delinquent girls selected because they were lead- 

ers showed that they had excellent physiques, high levels 

of energy output in physical activity, interest in and en- 

jonent of social relationships, a general ¶tturning out" 

of attentIon, and quickness of response with good initia- 
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not appear to he a significant factor in their leadership. 

A comparison of the traits of these leaders with a group 

of followers would show that the leaders are building up 

emotional outlets lacking in the followers (23). 

A study of character tests in 1926, by Tjaden (137), 

as a means of using emotional reactions In the detection 

of potential delinquency in groups having normal and su- 

perior intelligence, showed little differences in the 

groups. The Pressey X-O Tests (112) were used on delin- 

quent boys, inmates of the Iowa State Training School. 

The results were compared with those obtained by Pressey 

ori a group of college students comparsle in intelligence. 

The emotional reactions of the two groups were strikingly 

similar. The tests are shown to have little or no value 

in detecting potential criminality, but certain differ- 

ences in the reactions of the two groups reflect differ- 

ences in emotional experiences in an interesting manner. 

Mailer (90) made a study of the measurements of con- 

flict between honesty and group loyalty. A combination of 

a co-operative test and an honesty test was given and the 

work was done under both personal and social motivation. 

In general, the subjects worked more efficiently and em- 

ployed more deceit when the scores were to count for per- 

sonal gain than when they were to count as gain for the 
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group. Marked individual differences appeared. There was 

a positive correlation between co-operation and cheating 

in group work, a low negative correlation between co-oper- 

ation and cheating in work for self, and a marked positive 

correlation between dishonesty in self-work and in group 

work. 

The Relationships of Environmental Factors and Delinquency. 

Many factors in the enviranment are causes contrib- 

uting to delinquency. Among these are economic status; 

foreign parentage; broken homes; discordant negative arid 

positive family influence: delinquency areas; dissatis- 

faction with school; lack of social adjustment; and lack 

of, or quality of, public recreation. 

In a study made in ManItoba, it was found that for- 

eign parentage, low standard of home living, lack of one 

or both parents, and mental ret'ardation were factors con- 

tributing in a marked degree to the delinquency of the 

group under consideration (92). Age of parents at birth 

of their children, unbroken homes, lack of crowding in 

homes, general intelligence, supervision of play, correc- 

tion of physical defects, suitable playmates and church 

affiliations were factors showing differences in favor of 

a control group, matched for age, grade, and nationality 

of fathers with a group convictèd for theft (14). While 
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these factors are apDarently factors of environment, In 

reality they hinge in general on intelligence. This can 

be said with complete safety of most, if not all, of the 

factors listed as influences of environment. 

The effect of the parental attitude on the child is 

of greatest importance, and the influence of the social en- 

vironment Is felt through this channel rather than direct- 

ly C51). Emotional peculiarities and exaggerations are 

handed on from generation to generation. These constitute 

a heritage to the child on which his social environment 

can have little effect (50). The family is still the 

greatest school of personality, giving to the child his 

social resources, attitudes and patterns of behavior (142). 

Hartshorne and May (66), after a study of twenty-eight 

factors in the experience of unusually honest and of un- 

usually dishonest children, place considerable emphasis 

on such factors as national group, low intelligence, and 

poor home background. They place little emphasIs on 

health factors, favoritism for other children in the fam- 

ily, and being spoiled. Private school children appear 

definitely more honest than public school children. Where 

progressive methods were in use, cheating was much less 

noticeable than in conventional schools (66). 

Criminal personality is based on attitudes acquired 

in childhood. Glandular defects and other organic infer- 
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iorities are significant only for the individual who is 

inadequately trained socially (2). The criminal is always 

a coward, since courage is based on social relationships. 

He always opposes social bonds, and so he always sees him- 

self gaining his ends by force rather than by co-oreration 

or in fair exchange (2). 

Suggestion and imitation have their part in the cau- 

sation of crime, particularly as given in various forms 

of publicity, such as newspapers, books, periodicals, and 

moving pïctures (26). 

Trends and Fads in Deliquency. 

Fashions in crime through the ages have been set up 

by the anti-social performances of persons possessing cul- 

ture and refinement. The less ingenious criminal follows 

the popular trend until the sun of the new era has set 

and the dawn of a new age brings forth new possibilities 

and many modulations in style (151). This principle is 

illustrated in the famous criminal trends in history: the 

ancients who 'slew', the behavior of ancient and mediaeval 

prisoners, the pirates, the Mafia and. Camorra, Jack the 

Hiper, and Apaches of Paris, the bushrangers, and the 

outlaw bands in America after the Civil War (151). 

In a study of juvenile delinquency among Wisconsin 

institutionalized delinquent boys, it was found that de- 
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linquents were young at commltuient (31). Their mear age 

at commitment was thirteen and four-tenths years. It was 

also found that, eneral1y: 

a. They had offended most frequently by stealirg. 

b. They had accomrlices In teir delinquent acts. 

o. They had previous institutional records. 

d. They performed below the average in intelligence 

tests more frequently than is to be expected from 

groups from the general populace. 

e. They were members of large families in crowded 

homes. 

f. They existed most often in counties without pro- 

bation officers. 

g. They were usually employed. 

h. They professed a belief in the Catholic faith. 

ï. They had parents who were unskilled laborers on 

low salaries. 

Delinquent behavior involving property offenses, ac- 

cording to two studies was in all instances associated with 

incorrigible behavior of other sorts (27). The young 

thief was socially ill in a number of ways. Stealing was 

merely a synipton of graver and deeper social maladjustment. 

Social trends in juvenile delinquency as listed by 

Caidwell (32) are: 

a. Stealing is the principle offense. Forty-two per 
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cent of the total delinquencies listed for the 

whole group are stealing. The principal delin- 

quencies of the girls are sex offenses. Twenty- 

eipht per cent of the offenses of the entire group 

lie in this field. 

b. Fifteen is the modal age. 

c. The proportion of native-born, foreign, and negro 

is parallel to that of the nation for this age 

group. 

d. Urban communities furnish more than their propor- 

tionate share. This is, possibly, due to the 

pathology of the social environment. 

e. Considerably less than one-third of the group come 

from broken homes and a preponderance of these were 

broken by death. 

f. The families are of normal size, apparently normal 

atmosphere, and show only a small number of so- 

cially defective tendencies. 

g. Only a small percentage of this group and their 

families show previous institutional records. 

h. The fault probably lies in pathological environ- 

ment rat ; her than in broken homes or poor home in- 

fluonce. 

The effect of broken homes is an important causative 

factor in delinquency (29, 133). A study of 1,145 delin- 
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quents in Omaha iradicated the importance of homes broken 

by death, divorce, and desertion among tmrents as causa- 

tive factors of delinquency (133). The effect of broken 

homes was found to be more conspicuous among the giride- 
linquents than nong the hoy delinquents. Another study 

of delinquent boys shows that they come more largely from 

broken homes than an earlier study in the same institution 
for girls indicated (29). A high ratio of unfavorable 

social conditions in families in which these boys lived 

was found (29). 

One finds statements that broken homes have no 

effect upon the child's achievement in school when 

achievement is regarded as accomplishment over a period 

of years (34). In a study of a large group of rohlem 

cases, some correlation was found between broken homes 

and conduct disorders (34). A study in a well ordered 

school seems to indicate that the child may he affected 

by the broken home situation while he is under stress 

(34). When the stress is removed, the child is no 1onper 

affected. A survey of girls coming from homes of di- 

vorcees where the separation has taken place long ago 

indicated that the average child is not affected by the 

broken home, either in conduct or school achievement after 

the period of stress is passed (34). 
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Considerably less th8n one-third (32) of the cases 

studied by one writer come from broken homes, arid a 

majority of these were broken by death. The fault 

probably lies tri the pathological environment rather 

than in broken homes or poor home influences. One 

study revealed no constant variation between the ratio 

of broken homes and the rates of delinquency (127). 

The need for study of the subtler aspects of family 

situations in relation to delinquency was indicated 

(127). A delinquent career, according to the results 

of this study, is the product of natural processes of 

development. 

A study of delinquent boys, with special emphasis 

upon the group coming from broken homes, showed (39): 

a. Out of the boys from broken homes who were 

studied, seventy-one per cent come from homes 

where the father is absent. 

b. Of the boys twelve to sixteen years of age, a 

larger number come from complete than from 

broken homes. 

c. Boys from complete homes committed the follow- 

ing misdemeanors in greater percentage than 

boys from broken homes: crimes against pronerty 

(larceny and burglary), disturbing the peace, 

and violating the state arid city motor vehicle 
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acts. 

d. Boys from broken homes committed the following 

misdemeanors in greater percentage than boys 

from complete homes: incorrigibility, truancy, 

and sex offenses; and they showed greater 

danger of leading idle, dissolute, and immoral 

lives. 

e. There appeared to be little, if any, corre- 

lation between parental conditions and the 

amount of formal education the boys have 

received. 

Ever since the appearance of Shaw's (126) inipor- 

tant book, entitled 'Delinquency reastt, there have 

appeared incressing numbers of writers who bave con- 

tended that delinquency areas present an outstanding 

cause of delinquency although the idea is not new and 

was mentioned but not studied to any great extent 

before Shaw took up this study (127, 134). On the 

other hand, the case for delinquency areas is not clear- 

cut since many nondelinquents come from these areas and 

many delinquents come from other areas of low delinquency 

incidence. 

In Chicago, rates of delinquency tend to vary 

inversely with distance from the center of the city 

(127). The location of delinquency areas is closely 

L' 
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related to the processes of city growth. In areas of hïgh 

rates of delinquency, a higher percentage of delinquent 

boys become recidivists. In Danville, Illinois, over 

two-fifths of the adult felons resident in that city who 

were committed to prison or to the reformatory during 

three years had a criminal record before coming to the 

city (134). Probably over half of them cannot be called 

Danville products or products of delinquency areas. A 

possible conclusion is that areas of delinquency not 

only produce delinquency, but act as selective forces 

attracting delinquents and pre-delinquents. 

Urban communities apparently furnish more than 

their proportionate share of delinquents(32). As the 

older immigrants move out of areas of high rates of 

delinquency, the rates of delinquency among the children 

of these groups decrease and the children tend to dis- 

appear from the juvenile court (127). Of two areas 

studied In Iowa City, one in a wealthy suburb, and one 

in a downtown artisan district, the difference on a 

soclo-economic level of the two areas was marked, hut 

there was no statistical difference in the personality 

adjustment of children from the two areas (50). The 

average I.. of the wealthier group was 112, and of the 

poorer group lOO (50>. 



Nevertheless, studies of the surroundings of boys 

in congested and delinquency areas of cities has caused 

the inference to be drawn that poverty ad vice account 
for the actual or inferred number of criminals produced 

in such quarters (18). The fact that many boys in these 

localities do not become criminals suggests that there 

are deterrent forces. The purpose of the study was to 

take a step in estiting these (18). One hundred and 

three members in boys' clubs in a slum district of 

Chicac2'o were considered in staff discussion and rated 

according to the acqLlaintance made with them. Of this 

number, twenty-six were regarded as of high character; 

and forty-six as sonwhat neutral hut, on the whole, 

promising. The twenty-seven in the next class were rated 

as problems because of their environmental ma1adust- 

ments or nersoni1 handicaps. The final class of four 

was distinctly criminal (18). 

In a survey of 13,632 pupils from eleven different 

schools, made in 1934 in Jersey City, 829 or six and 

nine-tenths per cent were reported by their teachers 

as problem cases (131). The highest percentages were 

found in schools whose pupils were predominantly 

colored or of foreign extraction. Boys made up eighty- 

three per cent of the total number of problem children 

reported. As compared with their non-problem classmates, 



39 

some of these problem children were found to be poorer in 

school deDortment, less stable emotionally, less irïtelli- 

gent, more over-age for their school grades, and to have 

home backgrounds which were less conducive topersonality 

adjustment. No difference was found between the two 

groups in socio-economie status (131). 

Since the schools, including both public and private 

schools, are one of the great enterprises of the nation 

and since the fate of the ntion lies to a very great 

extent in the success of the schools in producing or 

assisting in the production of desirable citizens, it 

is obvious that any extensive study of delinquency must 

consider the relationship of the schools ,o delinquency 

and the actual influences of the schools on pupils in 

turning them toward or sway from offenses against the 

moral and criminal codes. 

The school is held accountable for the causation of 

some delinquency (6,47). One of the chief difficulties 

here seems to be due to the improper placement of chu- 

dren from where they belong, but so much protest comes 

from the parents that the teachers think it easier to 

leave them where they are. These children, who differ 

from others and esecia1ly those who have small gift 

for academic education, become more and more unhappy at 
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home and at school and soon become real problems. Pupils 

referred to one clinic for study of their delinquent mis- 

behavior were found to be mentally retarded as a group 

and, in many cases, improperly placed ir. school in corn- 

parison with their mental abilities (47). 

It is föund that teachers consider two sorts of be- 

havior to constitute a serious behavior problem (a) be- 

havior which violates moral standards and (b) behavior 

which violates regulations of the school or disturbs 

the classroom. A group of problem children who were 

carefully studied were found to be dull-normal in 

intelligence, greatly retarded educationally, to come 

from somewhat less desirable homes, to find school 

unsatisfying, to be involved ir. conflicts with the 

school and with authorities generally, and to react to 

these conflicts with a resistant and aggressive behavior 

of an anti-social tyne (154). It would seem evident 

that teachers identify as problems those children whose 

behavior is aggressive ar.d disturbing, and fail to 

recognize as problems those children whose behavior is of 

a withdrawing or evasive sort. The high proportion of 

these probern children who are retarded would seem to 

indicate that the school is making problems of those 

children who learr. with difficulty (154). 
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There are numerous factors in school adjustment that 

influence persora1 adjustment and lead to conflict with 

society and social organizations (95). among these (95) 

are: retardation for cbronological age, truancy, graded 

too high for mental age, behavior problems related to 

unsatisfactory school work, behavior problems that do not 

prevent satisfactory school work, unsatisfactory ad just- 

ment, and unrecognized superiority. In an elementary 

school, it was found that sixty-one per cent of those 

with behavior problems were retarded as against ten per 

cent of the whole school. There was no correlation 

between grades and intelligence for the retarded children 

as a whole; but, if all the behavior problem children were 

eliminated, there was a high positive correlation. Among 

the behavior problem children the more the native ability, 

the lower the scholarship marks. The absence of an 

understanding co-operation between the school and the 

homes of the most able of these children appeared to be 

an outstanding factor in the maladjustment discovered 

(77). 

The accomplishment in schools made by a group of 

delinquent boys shows that the achievements of th de- 

linquent boys in reading were relatively high in relation 

to their successes in other studies, but were just barely 

above averare when compared with the best norms (37). 
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The least efficient learning was in arithmetic funda- 

mentals, with arithmetic reasoning only slightly higher 
(37). Physiology, spelling, language usage, history, 
and civics were comparatively low (37). 

There is no more agreement among the writers on 

delinquency aiout the influence of economic status as a 

contributing cause of delinquency than there is about 
the importance of other factors as contributing causes. 
It seems quite probable that the wle problem is not 
the simple problem with a few direct cause-and-effect 
factors that sorne writers would have seemed to pronounce 
it. 

The influence of poverty as a factor in the 
causation of delinquency is probably relative to the 
possessions of others in the environment and to one's 
past situation. Rapid economic change in either 
direction can shake the moral equilibrium of the 
individual and of society. Economic conditions are 
rarely the direct and immediate cause of delinquency, 
though they play a prediinant part in creating the 
other circumstances favorable to its development (113). 
In convicted cases of theft in Detroit (14), the factors 
showing no significant differences between delinquent 
and non-delinquent children are: economic status, 
father's occupation, size of family, position of the 
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boy among his siblings, roomers boarders in the home, 

church attendance, health or injury, timo in school, 

cbange in school, school marks, work, and earning power 

of the toys. 

That the effect of carrying pers is not as 

disastrous as oictured by some writers is shown in a 

study of newsboys as compared with an unselected group 

in Philadelphia (108). Compared with an unselected 

group, newsboys made the honor roll only slightly less 

frequently, failed in considerably fewer courses, were 

much more regu1r and prompt in attendance, and probably 

had better health than the other pupils (108). It is 

believed that more often than not the work of carrying 

newspapers builds character and is wholesome rather than 

harmful in its total effect (108). 

Whether or not the mother works outside of the home 

is apparently an insignificant factor in the delinquency 

of the children (7). In a survey made in Chicago of the 

influence on delinquent girls of broken homes and working 

mothers, it was found that, when the factor of broken 

homes was held constant statistically, the differences 

between children from the homes in which the mother was 

gainfully employed and those from homes in which the 

mother was not gainfully employed largely disappeared 

(73). It seemed that the broken home was more 
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directly related to delinquency than the fact that the 

mother worked. 

In one group of eighty children in twenty-three 

financially marginal families who were receiving aid, 

the percentage of behavior nroblem children was found 

to be small (16). The children showed normal emotional 

reactions and family relationships. On the whole, they 

seemed likely to develop into well ac1lusted ad socially 
desirable adults (16). 

It has been found for the comparison of delinquents 

with non-delinquents by a socio-economic rating that the 

difference between the ratir:gs of the native-born and 

of the foreign-born children is not as great as that 

between delinquents and non-delinquents; and that the 

superiority of the non-delinquent group over the de- 

linquent group is greater in grade school than in high 

school (136). 

The many claims that public playgrounds reduce de- 

linquency in the areas adjacent to them and that larger 

proportions of delinquents per thousand of p oDulation are 

found in the congested areas where the only playgrounds 

at all are the already congested streets are based upon 

generalizations that have not yet been demonstrated 

scientifically. More study is needed before the effects 

of playgrounds can be determined accurately and fully. 
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A recent study of restricted areas seems to indicate that 
there has been less delinquency as a result of play- 

grounds but not in the degree sutioosed by many (64). 
Boys' organizations have been studied with the 

purpose of finding their relation to delinquent 
tendencies (45, 66). One study was made of the conduct 
habits of Boy Scouts as compared with boys who were not 
Scouts. The comnarisons in this study favor the 
Scouts (45); but it must be remembered that Boy Scouts 
are very likely to come from families of relatively 
high qualities of character. Undoubtedly their home 

life has influence. The other study was not unfavor- 
able but neither was it favorable to the effects of 
Boy Scout training (66). 

How much effect movies have on delinquent 
tendencies is still a matter of cpestion. Numerous 

studies that have found the movies to have favorable 
influence and others that seem to show unfavorable 
influences are extant; but they are principally 
opinion on the part of the investigators or of the 
children themselves and, hence, are not of great value. 

The personal interview method, along with ari 

autobiographical record, was used for the purpose of 

revealing the effects that movies have on delinquents 
arid on non-delinquents (17). The results showed that 
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movies were an important factor in the delinquency careers 

of ten per cent of the boys and twenty-five per cent of 

the girls. The complexity of the prob1en of movie 

influence in relation to personal and social factors is 

stressed by the authors of this study. Peters (mG) 

found that the typical movie patterns tended to fall 

below the mores of the population in a group of girls 

who were tested with rosDect to the aggressiveness of 

girls in love-making and the matter of kissirg. In the 

matter of democratic practices as well as in the treat- 

ment of children by parents, the conduct type most 

frequently presented in the movies tended to be above 

the normal level of the standards which appear to re- 

calve the sanction of a considerable number of the 

groups studied (109). Bad conduct is often associated 

iri the movies with unattractive roles, but not cctsistent- 

ly so. A negative correlation has been revealed between 

the success of films and their degree of offense against 

morality (109). On the other hand, attendance at movies 

showed no significance in a study of convicted cases of 

theft ir Detroit (14). 

In New York in the last decade there has been a 

striking decrease in the number of boys, and a striking 

increase in the number of girls, relative to total 

population, alleged by the court to be delinquent. 
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One author believes the drop in the delinquency rates 
among the boys to be real and not a function of altered 
procedures on the part of the court (91). The inìcreased 
number of girls classified as delinquents by the court 
i_s irì rt a result of a change in definìition (91). 
The greater suscetibi1ity of girls to the effects of 
broken homes the number of which has been steadily 
increasing --- and the greater siniilrity at the present 
titre in the environmental conditions to which boys and 
girls are exposed are suggested as other factors of 

s±gnificance in the interpretation of the altered 
delinquency rate among the girls (91). 

Potential delinquents may be of any age, but are 
more likely to be found among children between the ages 
of nine and fourteen years (84). 



CHAPTER II 

THE MEASUREMENT AND THE TREATMENT OF DELINQUENCY 

The Correction of Delinquency 

Much of the emphasis of the present is concerned, 

not so much with the discovery of delinquency as, with 

the methods of its prevention and cure. Instead of fix- 

ing the blame for the offense, more people are concerned 

with locating the cause of the offense (98). 

Juvenile delinquency is a state or an attitude of 

mind that develops gradually and presents a series of 

early symptoms that are observable. These symptoms may 

point the way, more often than we are aware, to correctire 

treatment (59, 60, 61, 69, 140). Every delinquent act is 

a protest against an exïsting social order (150). In 

many instances, delinquent behavior satisfies a very real 

need of the individual (5). It is a destructive form of 

satisfaction but, nevertheless, it is real. Dependence 

upon correctional and punitive measures for its elimi- 

nation has accomplished very little because the real 

sources of the difficulty have remained (5). The 

measures that are necessary in each case can be determined 

only after an understanding of the dynamic factors has 

been reached and a plan evolved that will strike at the 



roots of the problem. The crimes committed by mental 

deviates can, by proper prophylactic measures, be 

avoided in many cases (105). Boston, for example, has 

carried on an extensive mental hygiene program which has 

been very effective in reducing the amount of crime in 

that city(105). 

Without doubt schools have a large part in the 

cause of delinquency disorders as well as a part in 

their cure (2, 6, 10, 24, 26, 62, 75, 82, 98). 

The improper placement of children in school con- 

stitutes one great difficulty (6). Parents are loath 

to admit that their children are different from other 

children and are horrified that others should think such 

a thing. They protest violently against any situation 

which would make such a difference noticeah le. The school 

authorities follow the line of least resistance and let 

the children remain where they are although the children 

are learning little or nothing. Maladjustment of children 

in school, resulting in behavior disorders in school and 

anti-social behavior in later life will continue until 

proper school placement is provided and until those with 

proper authority, whether parents or teachers, accept this 

placement and encourage children to do the best they can 

do and not merely to try to do what other children can 

do best (6). 
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Education is not so much what one puts into a child's 

mind as the way he reacts to what one puts in (75). 

Learning can be made to function with living, and many a 

boy and girl can be trained to put up a winning fight by 

making good use of poor brain power. When retarded 

children are taught as retarded children, and not as 

normal children, the present high educational cost of 

teaching these children may not be materially reduced, 

but their ultimate cost to the community will, in many 

cases, become negligible (75). 

It is very necessary that the teacher who attempts 

to reduce the number of behavior and maladjusted cases 

in the school should be trained properly for such work 

(6). It is a long step in the right direction when 

teachers realize that the handling of behavior diffi- 

culties is a teaching process (6). It is with the 

actions and reactions of the child that the teacher 

must begin her teaching. She must plan her lessons 

carefully, grading them according to the child's capacity, 

not expecting too much at a given time, but always ex- 

pecting all that can be achieved at any given stage of 

development. The teacher should always remriber that to 

replace a group of undesirable habits with another group 

of more desirable habits is a slow and tedious process 

and that it often takes years to achieve success (6). 
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Teachers themselves are to blame for many mental 

abnormalities (98). Teachers should be trained to teach 

punils ard to have insight into their personal habits 

and lives. This insight must first be acquired by the 

teacher before she can impart it (98). When a teacher 

uses a child's heredity as an excuse for her own lazi- 

ness, she is making an inexcusable error (98). 

The most imnortant single factor to be considered 

in studying the delinquent is his first information about 

delinquent behavior. Bad home conditions appear most 

frequently as inciting causes; mental abnormalities rank 

next in order; and bad companions, third. There Is 

little connection between the form of delinquency and 

its causes (148). $0mo believe that the basic corrective 

work could be initiated more easily through the training 

of school teachers than through parental education (2). 

The criminal within and without prison walls has never 

felt secure in society and nothing is done to teach him 

to develop this sense of security (2). The educational 

treatment of psychopaths in general should be entrusted 

exclusively to mentally high grade persons with thorough 

training for the work and an aptitude for teaching (62). 

euch treatment should follow recognized educational 

lines. 
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A concrete niethod for procedure in the school has 

been suggested (24). A social rating sheet containing 

twenty-five desirable attitudes and traits has been 

developed. These attitudes are believed to be necessary 

for success in school and in later industry. In its 

use, the sheet is discussed with the individual child 

and an effort is then made by both the teacher and the 

child to improve the weak points. Frequent checks are 

made. The teachers, as a group, discuss individual 

problem cases and attempt to find out the reason for the 

child's behavior, The home is visited. The child's 

emotional needs are satisfied in socially desirable ways. 

The great role which imitation of adults and love of 

teachers play in the work is recognized (24). 

After he had made a study to find practical sugges- 

tions for the public school in preventing the development 

of tendencies which lead to juvenile delincuency, one 

writer (82) reached the conclusion that the usual roram 

and curriculum in the public school are quite unsuited 

to the abilities and needs of the delinquent boys 

studied. Providirg persons with as much of both 

vocational training and cultural background as they can 

assimilate so that their spare time will be occupied and 

they will be kent out of mischief has been emphasized 

(26, 82). Adapting education (26) to the individual 
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and giving hirn some guidance along educational and 

vocational lines will make its contribution to the 

reduction of delinquency. Training a1on mechanical 

lines would probably fit boys from certain homes of 

reform for life outside the institution more adequately 

than training in school subjects (lo). It is well, 

however, to point out here that the values of voca- 

tional training are not limited to dull or to delin- 

quent pupils even though it does have more appeal to 

them than the more academic subjects do. 

That education may be a cause, a cure, or neither, 

is shown by a recent study of 1500 inmates of the 

Illinois Reformatory (72). About half of these inmates 

had not gone beyond the seventh grade in schools, and 

seventy-nine per cent had not gone beyond the eighth. 

Thirteen per cent had gone beyond the ninth grade or 

the average of education in the United States. Less than 

one per cent of these boys were enrolled in schools when 

the offenses were committed. Fifteen years and four 

months was the median school-leaving age for the group. 

One boy left as early as eight years of age, and one as 

late as twenty-three. Ten had never attended school. 

Fifty-four per cent left before the legal school-leaving 

age of sixteen. Ten per cent had left school before 
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the age of fourteen, or work-petrnit age (72). 

People with limited intellects may be socially 

and economically oductive if properly handled (81). 

Reform of delinquents can be effective only to the 

extent that it recognizes the fundamental human drives. 

The treatment of delinquents must be individual and In 

terms of causes of the anti-social trends. A mere 

knowledge of right and wrong does not insure moral 

behavior (81). 

All programs for the nreventlon or cure of behavior 

difficulties that are based on the idea of simple 

causation are futile and misleading (147). An evaluation 

of the child th his social setting and a recognition of 

the fact that society itself is largely to blame for the 

child's difficulties is the intelligent approach to the 

problem of lessening juvenile delinquency (147). There 

is needed an analysis from the point of view of behavior 

patterns and of the interactions of individuals with 

their social milieu, and then an adjustment of social 

forces consistent with these findings (76). The 

concept of social control and of social responsibility 

go hand in hand (76). The importance of preventing 

delinquency tbTough such agencies as proper education, 

well-trained teachers, efficient probation officers, 

co-ordination of social agexcies, training for family 
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life and parenthood, and research in child behavior 

should be stressed more than they have been (122). 

Recognizing that environment is a most powerful 

causative factor in delinquency, it is suggested that 

children should be removed from among destructive 

influences and be re-educated (42). It ïs the duty of 

both parents and teachers to encourge the successfully 

adjusted child and to correct the faults of those on 

the road to failure (98). 

There is general agreement that the treatment of 

delinauents should be individual. In a detailed study 

which was part of a six-year mental health ogram, 

satisfactory adjustment was seen to be dependent upon 

adequate home supervision, adequate working facilities, 

parental understanding of the child's limitations, and 

special school facilities for training the mentally 

defective delinquent who is educable (119). The tyoe uf 

delinquency and the aggressiveness on the part of the child 

were found to have no direct bearing on adjustment. 

Whether treatment he given at school or in the home, 

these suggestions seem to be valuable (98): 

a. See that the child makes adjustment to each 

struggle as it occurs. 

b. Do not stress for adult pleasure traits un- 

pleasant for the adult who grows out of the child. 
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e. Make sure of the nature of the urge of the 

undesirable act, and then furnish the child 

with a more desirable outlet. 

d. The object is not to find out a guilty secret, 

but to get the subject in the open so that a 

frank viewpoint and attempt at mastery can be 

had. 

e. Do not criticise. Keep your emotions out of 

it; the child wants guidarce, not sentimentality. 

The solution of the problem of delinquency lies in a 

careful analysis of the beginning and the development of 

the anti-social conduct, the obviating of the more fla- 

grant causative factors, and the presentation to the 

de1irquent in convincing fashion of a better solution to 

his problem (150). The poor, the malformed, and the 

unloved are particularly liable to resort to conduct not 

acceptable to society (150). 

In an effort to gauge the effectiveness of a 

juvenile court with a clinical adjunct, one writer (58) 

concludes that the clinic and court cannot operate in 

vacuo. In all efforts to cope with delinquency, they 

must be a part of a well-integrated community program 

for crime prevention. 

Many writers contend that reformatories do not 
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reform. A follow-up study was made of one thousand 

delinquent boys who appeared before the Boston Juvenile 

Court between the years 1917 and 1922 (56, 57, 58). 

The boys were sent by the court to the Judge Baker 

Foundation for examination and recommendation as to 

treatment --- the treatment usually being probation, 

placing out, or a reform school. Five years after the 

treatment was supposed to be finished, 923 of the 1,000 

boys were located. It was found that eighty-eight and 

two-tenths per cent of them had continued their delin- 

(uency during the five-year period; that seventy per cent 

of them had been arrested on an averare of three and six- 

tenths times each; and that two-thirds of them had been 

sentenced for serious crimes, largely felonies. In 

other words, after treatment theywere as had as before, 

or worse (58). According to this study, present methods 

of treating delinquency need reforming. The authors 

suggest that delinquency can be curbed only through 

freer and happier environment, a more equal chance in the 

struggle for existence, and throupth earlier diagnosis and 

treatment for the preventable causes of delinquency, if or 

when these can be attained and even then there will be a 

considerable amount of delinquency among the unstable and 

psychopathic, the willful, and the physically abnormal. 



Proper use of leisure time should form a valuable 

part of the rehabilitation program for our prisons, but 

play and rlaygrounds should not claim too much credit 
for reduction of delinquency (64). Recent studies in 
restricted areas tend to supnort the general belief that 

playgrounds do lead to less delinquency, but not in the 

degree that has in some cases been supposed. Other 

factors may have been onerative. 
Suggestim and imitation have their oart in the 

causation of crime, particularly as given in various 
forms of publicity --- newspapers, books, periodicals, 
moving pictures. A decrease in this type of criminal 
advertising might be one factor of crime prevention (26). 
On the other hand, it seems fairly evident that general- 
izad discussion of fair play arid integrity are not 

entirely adequate for the teaching of the woÑing 

practice of these traits (155). Furthermore, an 

evaluation of certain aspects of a program of character 
education among one hundred boys in an organization which 

aims to instil Ufunctioning Christian character" showed 

that the training, according to the data obtained from 

several tests, does not give better knowledge of the 
fundamentals of good citizenship, better school and 

social behavior, freedom from personality problems, a 

more favorable attitude toward war, or a better 
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knowledge of health habits (49). 

Devices that Seek to Measure Delinquency Objectively. 

Since delinquency is age-old and the attenmts of 

non-delinquent individuals to protect their persons and 

their property are equally old, the attempts of the 

latter group to discover the delinquencies of the other 

as easily and as early as possible in order that it 

niight protect or recover the property displaced by the 

other or to revenge personal injuries s equally old. 

Prior to very recent times, however, the means of de- 

tection of delinquency have been entirely subjective and 

the studies of this social disease have been sporadic and 

have been motivated by emotional outbursts rather than by 

intellectual consideration. Very often this detection has 

been placed on a primitive or a revengeful basis rather 

than on a basis of protection to society. The delinquent, 

too, deserves protection from himself and from others 

of a worse kind or degree than himself. Ideally, the 

study of delinquency should be on a basis of correction 

and prevention rather than of punisthriert after a de- 

linquericy has been committed, but this is not yet 

feasible. 

Historically, the work of Lombroso (1836-1909) in 



his attempt to discover crluiinal types by cranial 
measurements was the first great objective study in the 
field. The failure of Lombroso to discover, even after 
a lifetime of soiewhat incidental work, satisfactory 
anthropometrie signs or measurements discouraged others 
from attacking this field seriously for many years 

although many people have toyed more or less with the 
idea over both the earlier and the later centuries. 
Even Binet (1857-1911), cautious as he was, spent some 

time on the study of cranial measrernents and of inter- 
pretation of personality from or through hand writing. 
On the other hand, there is a difference of opinion in 
regard to the efficacy of standardized tests of every 

kind developed at oresentas means of discovery of the 

symptoms of delin4uency. 

In a study of personality differences between de- 

linquent and non-delinquent negro boys, the results 
indicated that dei inqents differ from non-delinquents 
in degree rather than in kind in what they do and the 
way they feel (41). The value of standardized tests 
in the discovery of personality symptoms of delinquent 
tendencies is great according to Daniell (41), but 

Decroly (42) states that, in dealing with fldifferenttt 

children, tests are not of much value although he 



believes it necessary to examine the children's characters 

by a special questionnaire. He is not satisfied with the 

apnlication of regular psychanalysis for the examination 

of the children 's affectivity. 
One of the earliest of very modern attempts, and a 

rather elaborate attempt, to measure traits of personal- 

ity or of character was tha t of Voelker (144) in 1921. 

He used several troops of Boy Scouts of different lengths 

of membership in this organization and from different 
parts of New York City as his subjects. The tests were 

large situational, for example, a boy was sent from the 

Boy Scout headquarters for sorne small supply of a medical 

material. He was given a quarter with which to make the 

purchase. By pre-arrangerrnt with the druggist, the boy 

received too much change in conrection with his purchase. 

His subsequent actions were scored on the basis of (1) 

his noting this fact and returning the money to the 

druggist, (2) noting this fact and telling the Scout 

official when he gave him the change on his return, or 

() saying nothing about the incident and retaining the 

money. While the results of Voelker's tests were 

interesting, they were not sharply conclusive. They 

required elaborate preparation and stage setting as 11 

as quite a number of assistants. They were expensive in 
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both time and nioney. It is douThtful that they would work 

successfully with heterogeneous groups of youngsters who 

were unfamiliar with any of the administrators of the 
tests. Voelker concluded his article with the stateîient, 
'Training in moral attitudes (Boy Scout training) does 

make a difference. The greater the amount of training, 
the greater is t1 difference.' A study of his problem, 

his subjects and his data makes this a subjective con- 

clsion rather than one that is demonstrated thoroughly 

on an objective basis. 
Pressey (112); worked out a group scale for investi- 

gating the emotions in 1919. For several reasons, it was 

not altogether satisfactory. One of the chief objections 
to it was that it contained a number of words and ideas 
that should not be put before children of average or 

above average culture. The test was revised in 1921 and 

was used widely for a time. In the latter revision (36), 
standardization of norms was undertaken on a wider scale 
than on any of the older fms. 'It is beginning to appear 

that ïntellectual traits may be distinctly less important 

than has been supposed in conditioning delinquency 

(112).' The test was of the familiar X-O or cross-out 
forni. It consisted principally of series of five-word 

items, in which the subjects were asked to cross out all 
words whose meanings were unpleasant to them. The 
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selection of words crossed out gave sont clues to atti- 

tudes and habits of thou 

Kohs (80), in 1921, worked out a test which he 

called an Uethical discrimination" test. It consisted 

larpely of multiple choice items, ranking of items, and 

of interpretation of proverbs. The multiple choice items 

were in the field of social relations principally, for 

example: 

If a playmate should hit you without meaning to do 

so, you should 

hit him back 

make him say he is sorry 

excuse him 

In this form of item, the subjects were directed to put 

a cross before the phrase that completed the sentence in 

the best manner. 

The items to be ranked according to degree of 

culpabilïty were adapted from Pressey's X-O Test. These 

involved moral judgments, for example: 

Gambling, lying, drunkenness, murder, smoking. 

In these items, the subjects were directed to underscore 

the most serious offense of the series. 

In the part involving the interpretation of prov- 

erbs, the subject was directed to place a cross in front 

of the best meaning of the proverbs listed in a 



multiple choice form, for example: 

"Don't count your chickens before they are 

hatched" means 

don't be greedy and think about 

yourself too much 

don't count on a second thing until 

the first is done 

don't brag. 

This test was never widely standardized because in 

practice it turned out to be too dependent upon the 

factor of intelligence rather than serving as a measure 

of ethical discrimination. 

Burt (25) mentions a test of delinquent tendencies 

which he used in England in 1923, hut he does not de- 

scribe the test in his published article. He does, 

however, point out that delinquency depends much more 

closely upon emotional conditions than upon intellec- 

tual status. Difficulties in the way of a test of 

delinquent tendencies are: the disparity between knowledge 

and action, the subject's attitude toward the test (the 

examiner should be a stranger), the test should be a 

group test to embolden the subjects, and there should 

be no discussion of the response meanings with the 

subjects afterwards. 
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Cady (28), 1923, worked out a test of delinquent 

tendencies as his doctor's dissertation. It is a corn- 

hination of test and rating scale and is subject to the 

criticism that a bright pupil, and especially a test-wise 

pupil, would surmise the purpose and the plan of procedure 

of some of the subtests and thus be able to defeat their 
effectiveness as measuring instruments. This is par-. 

ticularly true of the type of procedure in which a pupil 

takes a test by marking on a pad which contains a sheet 

of carbon or of waxed paper. fhen this pad is taken from 

the room, the impression sheet removed, and the p upu is 
then asked to score his own rarer, ho must indeed be a 

stupid pupïl who does not have his suspicions aroused. 

On the other hand, the subtests involving overstatement 

hola promise of utility in this field of the detection 

of delinquent tendencies through their tapping of the 

vanity so commOn among actual or potential delinquents. 

As far as the writer knows, Cady's test has not been used 

in the field to any extent. Its dependence upon the 

rating scale device is decidely open to criticism. 
Laslett (84), in 1925, published a tentative scale 

for the measurement of potential delinquency through 

stimulus words of double or triple meaning and the free 

association technique. Large numbers of response words 



were obtained from inmates of several reform schools and 

from public school pupils from several schools in high 

grade communities. By means of a somewhat elaborate 

statistical procedure, devised by Wyman (153), the 

frequency 6f each response word as it anpeared in the 

papers of the two dfffeent groups was converted into a 

delinquency or non-delinquency score. The purpose of 

the test was the detection of the potential delinquent 

in order that he or she might be given corrective 

treatment rather than t1- apprehension of the actual de- 

linquent. This test is one of those used in the ex- 

perimental part of this thesis. It has received corn- 

plimentary notice by Casselberry (35) and somewhat severe 

criticism by Gilliland and Eberhart (55). Without ques- 

tion, the test should be revised to bring sorne of the 

stimulus words up-to-date and should be standardized upon 

groups from different parts of the nation where the 

patois of double meaning and of delinquent suggestion 

varies to a considerable extent. 

In 1925, Lentz (85) published an account of s'an 

experimental method for the discovery and development 

of tests of character". Although the title was a little 

more ambitious than the material, Lentz did use forty 

different tyoes of tests of character on two groups of 
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boys one probationary and the other unselected. 
Out o the test forms which he used, Lentz selected 
seven as the most promising. These were: 

1. a questionnaire of twelve items 

2. Pressey test, Part I 

3. Koh's Test, Exercises 2, 3, and 6 

4a. daily contribution test 
4b. a paragraph test 
4c. a picture description test 
5. a picture response test. 

These tests, with the exception of Test 5, were used in 

additional trials inKansas City and in Brooklyn, but 
only two of them showed any significant results. These 

were the questionnaire and the daily contribution tests. 
The results from the latter were significant only when 

those pupils who contributed no items at all were ex- 

cluded from the scoring. This included the majority of 

the pupils involved. 

Raubenheimer (114) published, in 1925, an account 

of his rather elaborate study of tests of delinquency. 
He states his "immediate aim to be the development of 

experimental methods of. differentiation between 

a. groups known to be stable, healthy-minded, 
reliable, and truthful according to present 



standards of school and society 

b. grouìs that are less stable, healthy-minded, 

reliable, and truthful 

c. grous that have become already special 

charges to society because of social 

maladjustments." 

While Raubenheimer 

more interested in 

and suitability of 

test that could be 

research. 

Slawson (130) 

used a wide variety of tests, he was 

seeking the reliability, validity, 

different forms than in devising a 

used widely outside of the field of 

in 1925, published the results of a 

study in iich he used the Mathews adaptation of the 

Woodworth Psychoneurotic Inventory as a means of de- 

termining whether or not there is an intimate asso- 

elation between defective mental and emotional make-up, 

as shown by the responses made to questions in this 

inventory, and juvenile delinquency among boys. 

ccording to his report of the findings resulting 

from the analysis of the responsos made, the psycho- 

neurotic symptoms should be of assistance in the 

formulation of therapeutic measures and procedures for 

research work on the emotional aspect of juvenile 

delinquency. Slawson thinks that the use of this 
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questiomaire in an iniproved form in public schools 

would aid in the detection of emotional and temper- 

aniental abberations in their beginnings. Thus, he 

thinks, it might he possible to check delinquent 

tendencies before they become fastened upon the 

individual. 

May and Hartshorne (93) used a serios of tests in 

1926 to measure pupils' attitudes toward cheating. These 

tests involved cheating under various degrees of diffi- 

culty with varying degrees of reward to be obtained from 

the cheating. The tests, arranged in the order of their 

ttpQ_fl35 toward permitting or bringing about cheat- 

ing, as determined by the author were: 

a. An information test consisting of twenty-eight 

items graded steeply ir. difficulty 

b. An original disarranged sentence test 

c. The Thorndike - McCall Reading Scale 

d. A sentence-completion test 

e. A spelling test made up of ninety words, some 

of which were mispelled. The task in this 

test was the checkingr of the mispelled words. 

f. A word-knowledge test, given with slight 

motiva tion 

g. An arithmetic test. 
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No defirite, usable norms or scores were given. 

The value of this work is questioned by sorne psycho- 

logists who believe that the tests and the test 

procedure are based. on several wrong principles. 

Woodrow (152)ir the same year, 1926, worked out a 

picture preference character test. This test consists 

of eleven pages of pictures, arranged in series, four to 

a Page. The act portrayed in one picture may indicate 

disorderliness, or orderliness; a good or bad way for 

children to fight; or an unco-operative or a co-operative 

attitude toward one's mother. The test proved fairly 

n = 95. The expected 

further ori the test in an effort to improve it, but there 

is no published record that he has done this. 

Aller. (4), in 1927, in a doctor's dissertation 

approved by the University of London, described five 

measures of various traits of character and temperament. 

Sixty-four subjects were used. The tests which he em- 

loyed were a word-reaction test similar to that of 

H. T. Moore (97), the Pressey X-0 Test (112), a long 

questionnaire, and rankings on a prepared form of the 

subjects by two friends. Each of these five measures 

was ranked, and. rank correlations for each individual 

found. The same formula was used in the individual 
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cases in making the table of reliability. Among the 

conclusions were: 

a. The reliability of the tests was not high. 

b. The tests confirmed Moorets (97) hypothesis 

that quickened reaction time reveals traits 

of strongest conative tendency and the points 

of strongest conscious interest. 

c. The tests did not differentiate individuals 

and cannot be recomended as objective tests 

for the strength of instinctive traits. 

d. Analysis showed a predominance in males of 

interest in sex and in positive self-feeling; 

in females, of tenderness and disgust. 

e. In the judgment of friends, positive self- 

feeling seemed to he the easiest to judge. 

f. The evidence pointed to a common emotional 

factor, confirming Burt's (25) hypothesis 

of a general emotivity. 

Hartahorne and May (66) in their "Studies in Deceit", 

1928, made a report of studies carried on during several 

years by the Character Education Inquiry. Eight types of 

tests of deceptive behaviour were given to some 11,000 

people. Many of the tests were repeated in order that 

their reliability might be studied. The deception 
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techniques used have a reliability ranging fron'i .24 to 

.87, with an average above .70, according to these 

aithors. Sex differences were reported to be small in 

most cases, although in all but one of the tests the 

indications are that a greater proportion of girls than 

of boys are dishonest. Correlations of age and deception 

averaged 0.03; correlation of intelligence and one forni 

of cheating was -.49, while, with home background held 

constant, this became -.40 Physical condition seemed 

unrelated to deception, yielding a correlation of .20 in 

one school, and -.19 in another. Cheaters made a larger 

maladjustment score on the Woodworth Questionnaire. Home 

background and cultural factors yielded correlations with 

deception as high as 0.61. The variety of correlations 

between the same tests among different groups leaves the 

whole value of their study open to serious question. 

Kelchner and Lau (79), in 1928, published the results 

of a study of the knowledge about and interest in the 

literature of crime among 1,000 boys and girls who were 

pupils in the vocational schools of Berlin. The study 

was based on essays written by these young people. The 

instructions given to them in writing their essays were: 

"Relate the most exciting story of crime that you know. 

Also list the titles of all such stories and movies that 
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you rementher.0 The time allowed for writing the essays 

was ari hour and a half. The stories, or their authors, 

could be divided into four main types: (i) the dyranhio; 

(2) the static; (3) the fantastic; and (4) the dispassion- 

ate. The dynamic and fantastic types appeared to Keichner 

and Lau to be especially susceptible to the dangers of 

crime literature. The sources of the stories were ana- 

lyzed. The frequencies with which various kinds of crime 

were mentioned were tabulated. The authors believe that 

their method of comparative study of essays can be of con- 

siderahie value in attacking various problems of social 

psychology. 

Slaht (129), in a study of delinquent tendencies 

issued in 1928, made an attempt to determine the traits 

associated with truthfulness and untruthfulness in chu- 

dren. Two groups of seventy children each --- one group 

of whom was consistently truthful and the other group con- 

sistently untruthful --- were given a battery of tests. 

This battery included tests of intelligence, memory for 

abstract and for concrete words, memory based on visual 

perception, sugestibiluty, imagination, over-statement, 

range of information, sensori-motor resoorises, judrment 

of perceptual relations, persistence, moral judgments, and 

association. This series was supplemented by a self- 

rating scale of likes and dislikes, parental reports, and 
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introspective reDorts of the children. The names of the 

tests are not listed in the article. According to the 

results of the study, truthful children showed greater 

moral comproheìsion and wider ranges of infornietlon al- 

though they were not more intelligent. The untruthful 

children were inclined to overstate, were more suggestible, 

and were quicker in reaction time. The truthful children 

gave evidence of more stable and more centrally co-ordi- 

nated personalities. There was a close relationship be- 

tween unfavorable home surroundings and untruthfulness. 

Poull and Montgomery (111) used the Porteus Maze Test 

(110) in 1929 as a discriminative measure in delinquency. 

This test was given to thirty-two girls and forty-two 

boys who showed conduct disorders, and to thirty-four 

girls and forty-seven boys who were socially well adjusted. 

The socially adjusted children usually made slightly 

higher scores on the Porteus Maze Test than on the Stan- 

ford Binet. The maladjusted children made lower scores 

on the Porteus Mazes than they made on the Stanford Binet. 

The same groups show no significant differences ïn rela- 

tive scores on the Stanford Binet and the Mealy II Pic- 

torial Completion Test (70). 'tIf we may assume that the 

Pictorial Completion Test tests apperception in the social 

field, we may conclude that the social difficulty of these 

children is not caused by inability to comprehend or in- 
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terpret the world about them but is due, at least in part, 

to the inability to meet the exigencies of new situations 

(111)." 

Karpeles (78), in 1932, published the results of a 

further investigation of the Porteus Maze Test as a dis- 

criminative measure in the field of delinquency. This 

was an outgrowth of the Poull and Montgomery study. Kar- 

peles used groups from the normal and upper levels. The 

control group of 185 socially adjusted children tended to 

make a significantly higher average on the mazes than on 

the Stanford Binet, while the socially maladjusted group 

showed no significant differences in performance in these 

two tests. The average on the Porteous Maze Tests made 

by the socially adjusted subjects was significantly higher 

than that made by the delinquent group. This difference 

was completely relible, according to the writer. The 

difference in favor of the socially adjusted children was 

even more marked and more reliable with the subjects on 

the higher levels of intelligence, that is, with I's of 

80 or more (78). 

Asher and Haven (11), in 1930, published the results 

of tests given to determine reactions to questions of an 

emotion-arousing nature. The authors used seventy ques- 

tions from an emotional-social adjustment inventory dm1- 
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oped by Mathews, and twenty-three questions sunplied by 

themselves. These tests were given to 594 public school 

boys and 249 boys of similar age, twelve to eighteen, from 

the Kentucky Homes of Reform. There appeared to be no 

significant differences between the two groups of boys. 

There was a significant difference in the replies of the 

two groups to only six questions. These are: 

a. Did you ever have a strong desire to steal things? 

b. Did you ever want to run away from home? 

c. Did you ever run away from home? 

d. Do you' have a light in your room at night? 

e. Did you ever run away from school? 

f. Are you afraid of thunderstorms? 

Luna (88) in 1930 gave a description of a method of 

recording muscular movement in crime detection. This 

diagnostic method combined verbal associìtion responses 

and the motor reactions of the subject. At the moment when 

the subject responded with a reaction word to a stimulus 

word, he was to press his right hand upon a control key 

whose movements were registered in the form of a graph by 

means of appropriate apparatus. After the subject had 

become accustomed to pressing down his right hand with 

each verbal response, any emotional disturbance created 

by a stimulus word became clearly re:istered. A system- 

atic emotional disturbance produced by stimulus words 
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belonging to the saine general type of words thus became 

significant. By the use of this method it became possible: 

to distinquish between t?critica1 and "indifferent" reac- 

tion words; to obtain information, even though the subject 

remained silent (for there was still a perceptible pres- 

sure, exerted by his right hand); and to ascertain the 

approximate number of reaction words supressed by the 

subject before he uttered one. The method was ap plied to 

a groun of students who were to conceal certain elements 

of a crime story which was told to them in the absence of 

the tester. The control group was not acquainted with 

the story. The two groups reacted differently, the former 

showing a higher percentace of greater reaction times 

co-inciding with the "critical words". Experiments with 

actual criminals showed similar results. Accoring to 

the author, the method cannot be applied to recidivists, 

either because of the great cornlexity and interference 

of associations relted to several crimes or because the 

emotional susceptibility of hardened iminals is greatly 

reduced. It was found not to be applicable to insane 

criminals, also, at least as developed at present. 

Additional devices that operate more largely from 

physiological activities than from psychological are 

hypnotism, scopOlamine, and the mechanical lie detector 

(83). The use of these is limited to the detection of 
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past crimes rather than to the detection of attitudes or 

the prevention of criminal acts. A reasonable objection 

to the first two is that the person under their influence 

is too widely open to the influence of sugestion and may 

confess to crimes which he did not commit as the result 

of unintended and framentary suggestions. The practical 

use of the lie detector is stili in the experimental 

stage, but it does hold out the greatest promise of any 

measure within its field. 

May and Hartshorne (94) published in l9O a descrip- 

tion of four devices for improved procedure in character 

rating. These were: 

a. A rating scale by which a teacher places a child 

according to descriïtive phrase or sentence, as 

ttworks with others if asked to do 

b. Â similar rating by use of adjectives. Two 

sheets containing separate pairs of antonyms such 

as 'tbrutal - humane't were to he checked at a 

week's interval for each pupil. 

e. Character sketches which were marked by the 

teacher with the names of any pupils whom they 

seem to describe. 

d. Pupils' ratings of each other by "guess 

test, as "This is a jolly good fellow --- friends 

with every one, no matter who they 
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Correlation of the three teacher-ratings show that 

they had a repeat reliability of .92. The correlation 

between teachers' opinions and pupils' tguess wh&' ratings 

was 0,477 The correlation (94) between reputation, as 

measured by ratings, and true conduct, as measured by 

objective tests, was found to vary froni 0.10 to 0.30 

Further experiments show that in a definite area of be- 

havior where prejudice is eliminated, objective tests and 

ratings give a correlation near unity, according to these 

writers, but they do not substantiate their statement in 

any satisfactory manner. While the repeat reliabilities 

of their ratings may be high, the writers offer no evi- 

dences of validity, Their statement that the "correlation 

between reputation, as measured by ratings, and true con- 

duct, as measured by objective tests, has been found to 

vary from .10 to 3Qt shows very little relationship be- 

tween two very doubtful sets of criteria. 

In 1930, Newcomb (102) nublished the results of tests 

designed to answer the question, "Does extroversion- 

introversion offer a clue for prognosis and treatment of 

problem boys?" The author used two methods for observing 

and recording behavior indicative of extroversion and 

introversion. The first was based on observing actual 

responses to typical situations. To consistency was found 

among the boys being tested in making extrovertïve and 



introvertive responses. The second method was a rating 

scale which gave much higher correltionS. The first 

method seems to be more reliable. The author believes that 

if tyDe distinctions do exist, they cannot be measured 

by the tests which he used; and that these tests are of 

little value for therapeutic purposes. 

Schultz (120) in a study of delinquent tendencies 

reported in 1930 recorrnended the use of experiments in 

associatiDn as a measure of delinquent tendencies. He 

wrote; ttEstablish a set of words of a certain category 

by the use of stimulus words which do not concern the 

particular complex of the experiment. Then present a 

stimulus word which has a double meaning, one in the pre- 

viously aroused category and the other referring to the 

complex. If the subject resists the previous set, thus 

using the second meaning of the word, it will indicate 

intensity of the complex.tt 

Courthial (38), in 1931, published the results of a 

study of emotional differences in delinquent and non- 

delinquent gir1s of normal intelligence. The chronolog- 

ical ages of the groups ranged from fourteen years and 

three months to seventeen years and eleven months. The 

two groups were paired by chronological age, intelligence, 

cultural environments, and occupational levels of fathers. 

For the study, he used a series of tests including two 



tests of euiotionality --- the Pressey X-O test, Form B; 

and the Woodworth-Mathews Personal Data Sheet --- together 

with a test of moral knowledge, a test of deceptive be- 

havior, a test for measuring resistence to suggestion, a 

persistence test, and a questionnaire referring to the 

recreational activities of the girls. Each test was sub- 

mitted to quantitative analysis and the results were in- 

terpreted separately for each girl. The Woodworth-Mathews 

Inventory gave a mean score of 20.22 for delinquent girls 

and a mean score of 11.58 for non-delinquent. The delin- 

quent girls experience more conflicts with their environ- 

ment, are less well adjusted socially, and suffer more 

under feelings of physical discomfort. Emotional differ- 

ences between delinquent and non-delinquent girls were 

found to exist in spite of matched chronological age, 

intelligence and environment (39). 

Olson and Jones (103) renorted a study in 1931 in 

which they attempted to find a measure of social attitude 

which would not be colored by the subject's ability in 

reporting his own emotional responses as well as by his 

degree of truthfulness. In this study verbal stimuli, 

bearing upon religious, racial, social-moral, and econom- 

ic-political questions, along with controls, were employed 

in the form of single words for free association responses 

and questions to be answered by yestt and "no". Each 



subject was irstructed to dllrect his responses into a 

voice key and at the sorne time to press down the fingers 

of both hands which rested on tambours. The kythograph 

recordings of the occurrence of the verbal stiììiuli and 

responses and of' tremors and other variations of finger 

pressures were analyzed. In the pressures made siiiiul- 

taneously with the responses, no significant differences 

were obtained; but in the involuntary pressures made just 

after the stinu1i were received and just before the verbal 

responses wore made, quite significant differences were 

obtained between those made after the neutral verbal 

stimuli and those after the experimental verbal stimuli 

of all the four tyres. Pressey X-O Test scores showed 

little correlation with the emotionally toned attitudes 

measured here. Only small agreement was found between the 

experimental results and the ratings of each subject by 

fellow students; hut there was fairly close agreement be- 

tween the experimental results and self-ratings. 

Fuster (53) in a study of delinquent tendencies sub- 

mitted in 1931 used the Fernald-Jacobson Picture Test to 

measure comprehension of moral acts in one hundred delin- 

quents. As a result of his work Fuster believes observa- 

tion and study of type are of immense value in developing 

a psychology of the delinquent and in facilitating his 

readjustment in society. Fuster found a low correlation, 
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eral intelligence. The Fernald-Jacobson tests evaluate 

the canacity of moral comprehension, but they give rio 

measure of moral conduct (53). 

Garrison and Howell (54) made a study, in 1931, of 

the relationshir between character trait ratings and cer- 

tain mental abilities. Sixty-two eighth grade pupils 

were usedas subjects. Ratins on nineteen character 

traits were made by three judges from the teaching staff 

who had had these pupils for at least half the school 

year. Other data available on each of the sixty-two sub- 

jects were: 

a. Results from the Terman Group Test of Intelli- 

gence, Form A 

b. Sentence vocabulary test scores from a test 

designed by Garrison after the Holley Sen- 

tence Vocabulary Test 

c. Scholarship determined by averacing the fall 

term grades 

d. Combined ratinís of each puni by all other 

pupils on the trait of honesty 

e. Objective test data on honesty after the tech- 

nique of the Hartshorne and May spelling tests (65). 

The ratings of the three judges were found to be some- 

what consistent. Positive and reliable correlations were 



found betweer various character traits arid scho1rship. 

The results from the sin4e objective measure of honesty 

showed that it did not measure the same phase of the trait 

that the teachers and pupils did in their rating. Charac- 

ter ratings ta1en separately did not show much relation- 

ship with intelligence and vocabulary ability, but this 

correlation is considerably higher when the total ratinjs 

are considered. 

Thomas (136) in a socio-economie study of delinquency 

and non-delinquency, published in 1931, administered the 

Sims Socio-Economie PLating scale to 580 boys and girls, 

205 of whom were in a detention home and 375 others from 

the schools of bwo neighboring towns. The results of the 

study showed that: 

a. A markedly higher rating was made by the non- 

delinquent group. 

b. On six questions, the non-delinquent was as much 

as twenty per cent superior to the delinquent 

group. 

e, The difference between rtïnos of native-born and 

foreign-born children is not as great as that be- 

tween delinquents and non-delinquents. 

d. The superiority of rating of the non-delinquent 

group over the delinquent group is greater in 

grade 'school than in high school. 



This study seems to sìow the imortance of home back- 

ground as a cause of delinquency or non-de1iiuency. 

Tomlin (138), in 191, published a description of a 

tithe best thing to do testtl. This is a test of knowledge 

of social standards. This test consists of forty-five 
morel situations which are described in a sentence or two. 

In each situation are four sugcrested lines of activity arid 

the subject is required to mark the best and the worst of 

the four. Norms are given for grades four to eìp'ht. The 

test is available in two forms. The reliability of these 

forms as measured over a three-grade rarie is reported as 

.84, hut rio measure of validity is riven. 
Fahcock (13), in 1932, made a comparison of 158 de- 

linquent boys ard l78 non-delinquent boys by the apolica- 
tion of personality tests. Among the tests given were: 

1. An attitude S-A test 
2. The Sweet Test of Personal Attitudes in Young Boys 

3. The Rogers Test of Personality Adjustment for Boys 

4. Various of the perseveration tests of Stephenson. 

The results indicate that the tests used are not 

satisfactory for differentiation of the two groups. 

Casselberry (35), in 1932, published the results of 

an analytical study of tests of delinquency in boys be- 

tween the ages of sixteen and twenty-one. In the following 

list of tests studied, the rank indicates the scale of 



values which Casse1beiry attached to the test after an 

elaborate series of tests of the tests studied. 

Rank 

Free Association (Laslett-.Casselberry)...... 42 

Personal Blank............................. 19 

Terina n G-r oup Te s t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Humor (Landis : Almack: Casselberry) . . . . . . . 11 

dome Blank.... ............................. 10 

Haggerty-Olson-Wickman. ...... 
Orientation (Lewerenz and Steinmetz)........ 9 

iacuarrie viech. Apt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '7 

Yepsonca1e(Adapted)..,................... '7 

To1n Best Thirig........................... 7 

Superiority(Adler: Adapted)............... '7 

Vision (ivicCallie Cards). ............... ..... 6 

Book Choice..... . ...... . ............ . .. .. . 3 

Woodworth - Cady - Emotional Stability...... 3 

Overstatement B (Check on abilities after 
statement) . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2 

Trustworthiness ............................. i 
Iasculinity. . . . . . ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 
Social Attitudes (Similar To Koh's thica1 

Discrimination)...... 1 

Cverstatement A (False book titles)......... i 



Extroversion.. ........ . 1 eStS . i 

Offense Rating (Clark: Casselberry) . ....... i 

The tests rejected because of too high intercorrela- 

tions or as insufficiently diagnostic were: 

Stanford Achievement Test 

Masculinity - Feminity (Terman) 

Koh's Block Design Test 

Fables Test (from Binet) 

Bernreuter Personality Inventory 

Kent - Rosanoff (Adaptation) 

Neymann - Kohstedt Introversive-Extraversive 

Stenquist Test of Mechanical Ability 

Most of the Cady - Raubenheimer Battery 

Character Choice (selection of companions from 

descriptions) 

Hearing 

Cady Circles and Squares 

Handedness 

It requires three hours to give the series of tests 

selected as best by Casseiherry. The series is reasonably 

cheap and far more reliable, according to Casselberry, than 

anything that has been developed previously. The author 

said this series would he used for a six-months experimen- 

tal period during 1932 in Los Angeles County, California, 

but no report on this experimental period of which the 
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writer is aware has been made. 

. 

Hawthorne (67), in 132, published the results of a 

group test for the measurement of cruelty-compassion as a 

proposed means of recognizing criminality. He presented a 

1attery of thirty-one units in each of which five alter- 

nate snorts, books, implements, etc., were presented which 

were to he placed ir. rank order by the subject. Each. list 

contained one item of a particularly bloody or violent 

character. The sum of the ranks given to the items gave 

a score which was taken to he indicative of a pre-disposi- 

tion toward cruelty on the part of the individual. The 

author gave results from two groups of juvenile delinquents, 

one normal group, ard one insane group. The results 

showed a tendency of the delinquents to have scores suf- 

ficiently different from those of the normal group to be 

useful as criteria of delinquency. The test has a reM- 

ability of 0.80, or of 0.86 when three of the units are 

removed. zero correlation with age and intelligence 

within the test groups was found. An inspection of the 

histories of sorne thirty-five cases with particularly low 

scores shows either evidence of violence or a tendency 

toward sadism, and a bullying disposition. 

urrsy (99) published the results of a study in 1932 

carried on for the purpose of investigating the possibili- 

ties and limitations of the questionnaire techìiue as a 



rnetns of detectirg emotional maladjustmeiit in adolescent 

boys. The subjects were three groups of boys ranging in 

age from eleven to sixteen years. Of these, fifty were 

emotionally maladjusted boys, two hundred and seventy- 

seven were non-delinquent control subjects, and sixty were 

delinquent control subjects. A questionnaire, constructed 

by using the most valid items from previous tests, im- 

proved by clarification of certain items and by the addi- 

tion of new items, was administered. Forty-six items 

which showed high frequency ratios arid high critical 

ratios between the exerimental and the control groups 

were selected to form a revised questionnaire. The 

scoring obtained from rescoring the blanks for the forty- 

six items of the revised test were correlated with age, 

grade, intelligence, and the Sims rating of socio-economie 

status. Reliability for the revised test was 0.83 for 

weighted and 0.84 for unweighted scoring. The question- 

flaire revealed the fact that "social msladlustnients appear 

prominently in all cases, and an uncompanionable and se- 

elusive attitude is common. The subjects admit lack of 

friends, preference for solitary play and reading and ah- 

sence of liking for other boys. This unsocial attitude 

is accompanied by feelings of resentment against various 

factors in the environment. The boys claimed to be picked 

on, crabbed at, punished unjustly, disliked by others, 
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teased, misunderstood, laughed at, arid criticized. Many 

of the items just meitioned seem indicative of inferior- 

ity feelings. Family maladjustments anpear very fre- 

quently. Contrary to exectation, the maladjusted group 

admitted no more fears than the control group." 

Schwartz (121), in 1932, published the results of a 

study of social-situation pictures used in the psychiatric 

interview. Certain common details of the interview were 

incorporated into eicht social-situation pictures. There 

were used, with the direct question-and-answer method on 

forty delinquent boys, ten to twelve years of age. The 

pictures showed situations most commonly encountered in 

the history of delinquents: sleep-walking, being kept 

after school, staying out late at night, sex offenses, 

and stealing; and are intended to establish rapport. No 

attempt was made at formal standardization. 

Durea (46), in 1933, renorted a study of attitudes 

toward delinquency. Psychologists, sociologists, juvenile 

judges, and graduate students were asked to rate fourteen 

forms of juverfle behavior. The scale was develor ed, 

using Thurstone's technique of paired comparison, showing 

murder as the most serious dffense and truancy as the 

least serious. This scale is regarded as having the ad- 

vantage of measuring more inclusive behavior and practi- 

cally avoids the limitations of judgments of seriousness 



based on circumstances or motives for offeise (46). 

Loofbourow and Keys (87), in 1933, gave the results 

of ten group tests as measures of beiwvior tendencies. 

The subjects were reformatory inrnates,grous of junior 

high school boys designated as disciplinary problems, and 

public school boys of like age and intelligence not known 

as problems. From the original ten tests he assembled a 

battery of four known as ¶tA Personal Index" which can be 

given in forty-five minutes. The battery has a reliabil- 

ity higher than 0.90 and a validity of about 0.75. No 

index of validity is mentioned by the author. This index 

showed no correlation with the Terman Group Test of 

Intelligence. 

dill (71), in 1934, published the results of a test 

on cheating among delinquents. This test was planned 

after the technique of Iiartshorne and May, that is, he 

used two forms of the same test. One was given and self- 

scored; the other piven but not self-scored. Fluctuations 

of chance were calculated. Any minus deviation of more 

than three fluctuations was considered as cheating. The 

subjects were 261 boys at the Illinois State Reformatory, 

the age range being sixteen to twenty-six, with the median 

slightly over nineteen. Their scores were compared with 

those of two groups of junior high school boys. According 

to the returns, nearly two-thirds of the reformatory boys 
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did riot cheat. The averace amount of cheating by the de- 

liriquents as a group was much more than that of the average 

non-delinquents, but the difference was not great enough 

to be statistìcaily inevitable. Negro delinquents cheated 

slightly more than whites, and sex offenders slightly more 

than acquisitive offenders. The more intelligent boys 

cheated the least. It is doubtful whether or not this 

test is a satisfactory means for distinguishing delin- 

quents from non-delinquents. If used at all, it should be 

one of a battery. 

L'IacClenathan (89), in 1934, published ratings oh- 

tamed from grouns of mothers and teachers in an attempt 

to make child behavior more understandable to mothers and 

teachers in general. These ratings were made on the most 

serious and most frequent modes of behavior and were made 

both by mothers who had had child study courses and by 

those who had not. The action listed as most serious by 

these groups was that which interfered T?most with the 

smoothe functioning of that group's affairs.' This cri- 

terion and the motives behind it raise a number of serious 

social and nychological questions, especially one of 

selfishness in the groups making the ratings. 

Selling (125) made a study, the results of which were 

published in 1934, in which he found that the argot of a 

delinquent boy i somewhat characteristic of his group 



and serves to differeratiate the grouD froni the general 

populatior. The subjects were 101) boys at the St. Charles 

Corrective School and a high school group from an area 

of low delinquency. elling felt that the delinquent boy, 

Corning as he usually does from a home of poor cultural 

background, was handicapped when tested on the usual vo- 

cahulary or verbal response tests. Children who are no- 

tentially delinquent maintain (84), In snite of exper- 

ience, sorne or all of the following characteristics: 

a. a childish and unreasoning resistance to disci- 

pune and the restrictions which society imposes 

on persons of their ages 

b. a childish frankness and naivete 

C. a lack of moderation 

d. a desire to have their wants filled without ef- 

fort on their part and without consideration of 

others 

e. a vainglory in the physical on the part of the 

boys, e.g., Ucowboy stuff", together with an un- 

willingness to compete in games of skill and 

strength on equal terms with their fellows 

f. a desire on the part of the girls to be over- 

whelmingly attractive to the opposite sex and to 

UruleU over a number of its members in a des- 

potic fashion 



g. an undue sugestibilit or non-sugrestibi1ity 

h. an undue attitude of self-reference 

i. outbreaks of eniotionalisin 

j. nomadic tendencies 

k. an excessive inner tension and excitability, 

probably due to sexual development 

1. excessive imagination 

ni. sadistic tendencies. 

Discussion 

There is general agreement that there is need for more 

uniform interpretation of the term delinquency. Owens, 

A. Â. (107) defines the behavior problem boy as one who 

has been transferred to the disciplinary school for any 

reason whatever. Definitions of the behavior problem 

boy are almost wholly lacking. Owen (106) suggests the 

use of the term, behavior problem, in referring to chu- 

dren who differ from others because of the manifestation 

of undesirable traits, habits, or behavior, whether in the 

home, school or community, without regard to the presence 

or absence of a court record. 

Myerson (100) points out that the definition of crime 

is social and depends upon the moral attitude of the com- 

munity, which may differ from time to time. Crime is by 

no means identical with social damage, and is quite often 
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led up to and brought into being by the law-abiding, 

normal citizen. 

Daniell (41) says that results from certain tests 

which he administered indïcated that delinquents differ 

from non-delinquents in degree rather than in kind in what 

they do and the way they feel. He (41) is hopeful of the 

use of standardized tests in the dïscovery of personality 

symptoms and delinquent tendencies, and also stresses the 

importance of such findings to the psychologist in the 

diagnosis and adjustment of the individual. One investi- 

gator, in considering methods for picking out the asocial 

and anti-social individual in time to prevent harm to 

society, would group asocial personalities, first, ac- 

cording to their bodily and mental type, and, second, 

from the point of view of society (9). He thinks the 

legal control of the criminal situation will be improved 

by means of this approach through the elasticity of the 

scheme. Unity of method must be emphasized if the safety 

of society is to be obtained (9). 

Society is sometimes scored 8l) for its failure to 

use the contributions of science in its handling of the 

delinquent and criminal. Among the scientific discoveries 

bearing upon the problem of the anti-social individual are 

the following: that criminality is not inherited, but 

learned; that man is not fundamentally sinful; that 



enormous individual differences exist in human intellec- 

tual equipment; and that even limited intellect may be 

socially and economically productive if properly handled. 

Each case (98) should be studied as an individual 

case. Many mental peculiarities that are classified as 

abnormalities are psychologically nothing but bad habits. 

Habits are learned in youth, often in school. Teachers 

are to blame for many mental abnormalities. One needs to 

know what mental processes preceded the conduct in ques- 

tion. In all deviations from the normal, there is a limit 

of toleration by society, and when an indiridual oversteps 

this boundary, he becomes an outcast (98). A person sel- 

dom becomes a recluse until he has failed in personal ad- 

justments. The main object in education is the equipment 

of the individual to become successful in his personal 

relations with his fellows (98). 

The first difficulty in the understanding of the per- 

sonality deviations is the attitude we have trained our- 

selves to take toward the peculiarities of others (98). 

We may be extremely tolerant of peculiar deviations in 

others because we have had hard struggles with these 

traits ourselves and may have been filled with chagrin at 

our failures. Our feelings may be intensified if the 

other person performs the objectionable act with no feeling 

of remorse. Hence the teacher will want to punish doubly 
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for an offense of this kind (98). The second difficulty 

is the result of personal deviations overcome with more or 

less success and results in ignoring or forgetting similar 

difficulties in others. A teacher must cultivate the 

ability to recognize clearly all defects and peculiarities 

in conduct and character without any feeling of blame, 

resentment, or horror at the discoveries (98). 

The one constant in the personality equation of crim- 

mais and other failures is lack of social adjustment (2). 

The criminal is almost always a coward, since courage is 

based ori social relationships. I-le thinks in terms of 

marked antitheses. VJhen facing problems, he fails to 

apprehend intermediate or combining alternatives. He 

always opposes social ends, hence he ai*ays sees himself 

gaining his ends by force rather than co-operation or in 

fair exchange. The treatment accorded him is regularly 

one that must challenge him to rebellion and revenge. He 

needs to he educated in ways that will develop in him a 

sense of security (2). 

The function of a juvenile court (122) is the ad- 

justment of individuals who are in conflict with the 

social order. Consequently, the total individual in his 

setting must be studied arid recommendations made ac- 

cordingly. Stress is placed by this writer upon the value 

of preventing delinquency through such agencies and means 



as proper education, well-trained teachers, efficient pro- 

bation officers, co-ordination of social agencies, train- 

ing for family life, and research in child behavior. 

It has come to be recognized (140) tbrough hitter and 

costly experience, that certain traits, or combination of 

traits, are suffïciently anti-social in character as to 

render their possessor a doubtful risk in the community. 

There is such a condition as incipient criminalism (140) 

and the way of approach to its effective treatment does 

not necessarily lead to the juvenile court. 

About 200,000 children a year pass before different 

juvenile courts (141). About one out of every one hundred 

children of juvenile court age come before the court every 

year. Many more, especially in rural areas, who should 

be brought before the courts are not. The schools are 

handling many cases (estimated at two out of three) apart 

from the juvenile courts that are within the province of 

the court. No one can state with certainty whether juven- 

ile delinquency is increasing or decreasing because of the 

absence of reliable data over a sufficient period of 

years. 

The most usual charges against boys are stealing and 

acts of carelessness and mischief; while with girls they 

are running away and incorrigibility, ungovernable acts, 

and sex offenses. Truancy and running away is most corn- 



mon with boys and girls between fourteen and sixteen. 

Stealing is about the same at all ages, but the tyDes of 

things stolen vary with age (141). 

Difficulties in the way of a test (25) of delinquent 

tendencies are: the disparity between knowledcze and ac- 

tion, the subject's attitude toward the test, and his 

attitude toward the examiner. The test should be a group 

test to embolden the subject; and there should be no dis- 

cussion of the response meanings with the subject after- 

wards. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE STUDY OF TH DELINUENCY IN A MEDIUM-SIZE HIGH SCHOOL 

For the experimental part of this thesis, the Laslett 

(84) Free Association Test and the Murray (99) Inventory 

were administered to four hundred ninety-three putils of 

the Corvallis hUgh School. The subjects were two hundred. 

and thirty-nine boys and. two hundred and fifty-six girls 

of the 10th, 11th, and 12th grades who happened. to be in 

certain classes or courses. The test and the inventory 

were ç:iveii in the regular classroom groups of approximately 

thirty pupils each. Attention was given to the physical 

conditions of the room, such as its temperature and. 

light, in order to encourage as much as possible a recep- 

tive mood. in the pupils for the test. 

The instructions for the Laslett test were given 

as follows: "This is a test to see how quickly you can 

respond to a list of words. As each word is pronounced., 

write down the first word that comes into your mind. in 

connection with the word pronounced. Do not try to 

write definitions or opposites. Do not try to think of 

the best word.. Write the first word. you think of. Here 

is an example: If the word. 'tall' is pronounced, you 

might think of 'short', 'high', long, 'man', 'tree', 

or 'building'. If the word 'house' is pronounced, you 
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might think of 'large', 'small', 'brick', 'stone', 

or 'roof'. Do not copy the words that are 

pronounced. Do not number your words. Write your 

responses in columns down the pare. If you do not think 

of a word to write, draw a line to indicate that the 

word has been omitted." 

The successful use of all tests depends upon 

rapport established The Laslett Test depends upon this 

especially because taking the test requires effort and 

because the grouPs to whom it is given are sometimes 

suspicious, frequently unsocial, and very often not very 

bright. Since the type of test is new to many pupils, 

the tester should make as certain as. possible that the 

oupils understand the directions. 

When the pupils had finished the Laslett test they 

were given individual copies of the Murray Inventory. 

Instructions were given as follows: "Read the questions. 

Answer each one as you feel it applies to you, by placing 

a circle around the word 'yes' or around the word 'no' 

at the end of each question." From three to si minutes 

were used by pupils in answering the questionnaire. 

In Table I are given: the scores from the Laslett 

Test of Potential Delinquency, the scores on the Murray 

Inventory, the from the Otis 5.-A Test, and the 

chronological ages in years and months for all of the 
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boys who were tested in 1933. A minus score of more 

than thirty is significant of delinquency. 

TABLE I 

BOYS 

Delinquency 
Test Scores 

Mu ri' ay 
Inventory 
Scores I.(. Ape 

years mo. 
l'7 85.3 100 15 9 

-41 115 98 16 4 
-72 85.8 102 18 8 

11 112 110 17 2 
-32 111.3 99 16 6 
-34 91 98 18 1 

-124 114.6 118 15 11 
517 115.2 108 16 0 

-40 106 118 16 10 
16 122.6 109 17 7 

-90 97.4 125 17 8 
12 80.1 119 16 11 

-77 103.8 109 16 8 
-4 85.3 87 18 3 

-34 121.4 109 16 6 
-54 98 118 17 5 
-73 59.2 110 18 2 
-31 118 92 17 6 
-59 102.3 113 20 5 

-163 119.7 123 18 2 
-6 99.8 100 21 3 
60 112.8 116 17 4 
34 100.7 100 18 1 

7 122.9 105 17 4 
3 122 113 17 2 

-59 101.6 113 19 11 
-52 110.5 87 18 5 
-24 102.7 109 17 4 
-96 113.7 108 16 2 
-16 99.5 100 17 4 
90 116.4 115 18 9 

-34 114.3 119 16 11 
-74 116 104 18 5 
-46 93.78 87 18 10 
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BOYS 

Murray 
De1irquency Irventory Age 
Test Scores Scores years no. 

-35 123.6 120 17 2 

-119 113 108 18 0 

30 109.8 118 17 2 

19 124.4 111 18 7 

14 113.5 87 16 9 

-36 90.6 105 22 6 

51 72.7 79 17 5 

2 103.6 111 16 6 

-62 116.2 105 17 3 

-81 116.1 94 16 7 

34 88.4 96 15 0 

-95 118 102 18 4 

-109 86.2 110 17 7 

-20 127.6 107 17 3 

24 112 92 17 4 
-109 97 110 18 0 

-28 120.5 113 16 4 
32 121.1 116 17 9 

-43 104.4 100 18 6 

-41 105.8 101. 15 9 

-45 116.2 115 16 6 

5 107.3 123 18 3 

17 79.2 117 19 3 

-43 115.1 111 17 7 
-46 119.7 112 17 0 

-2 120.5 117 16 1 

-51 100.2 99 17 10 
-60 78.3 101 18 10 
-22 81.2 102 18 10 

-130 128.3 110 18 2 

-133 94.4 77 20 8 
-57 117.4 113 18 8 
13 121.8 115 17 4 

-23 98.6 115 16 5 

-6 128.6 95 18 11 
17 98 116 17 7 

22 104.1 96 16 3 

2 87.9 111 18 2 

-103 94.9 119 17 7 

-53 119.9 110 17 8 
4 111.2 108 17 7 
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BOYS 

Delinquent 
Test Scores 

Murray 
Inventory 
Scores I.Q 

Age 
years mo. 

-26 84.7 105 18 4 
31 120.2 99 15 6 

-62 111.4 99 21 9 
-105 110.4 125 16 7 

12 107.1 125 17 9 
-29 106.4 132 16 3 

-127 111.4 94 17 11 
-44 68 111 18 1 

24 97 120 18 5 
-58 95.3 100 18 8 
-59 119.4 125 16 2 

20 88.1 96 19 3 
-55 91.2 105 18 2 

6 119.5 118 19 8 
34 121.4 114 17 0 

-61 114.5 111 18 0 
-97 108.9 96 20 4 

46 125.8 116 17 6 
-99 122.2 120 16 0 
-38 76.9 108 17 6 
-47 112 99 17 2 
-49 121 127 21 7 
-4 114.2 137 14 5 

-75 90.2 100 18 10 
-55 118.2 94 19 11 
-27 119.3 85 16 3 
47 116.8 100 20 6 

1 111 100 17 3 
-45 94.7 110 21 11 
-5 104.8 100 17 4 

-48 89.2 108 17 7 
13 120.5 100 17 1 

-24 103.3 98 16 2 
-101 117.2 102 17 4 
-132 106.4 99 19 Q 

-143 128.9 102 17 0 
-39 112.4 108 20 0 

7 100.1 100 17 6 
25 102.3 98 16 5 

-19 96.6 114 15 7 
-17 56.7 100 21 7 
-60 119.2 114 16 5 

N:117 
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Table II gives the following data for all of the 

girls included in the 193 experiment: scores on the 

Laslett Delincuency Test and on the Murray Inventory; 
the I.Q.'s from t Otis Self-Administering Tests of 

Merta1 íbi1ity; and the chronological ages of these 
girls in years and months. 

TABLE II 

GIRLS 

Murray 
Delinquency Inventory Age 
Test Scores Scores I.c. years mo. 

109 93.2 105 21 2 
'73 p72.9 98 15 11 -15 119.9 97 18 11 
51 92.8 121 16 10 

108 120.2 87 16 6 -9 105 100 15 8 
in 99.6 113 18 1 -28 114.3 125 17 1 

'73.9 116 17 6 
46 112.6 120 18 4 
29 103.7 119 16 4 -28 118.7 102 16 11 -1 109.'? 128 16 9 

112 109.6 128 16 0 
41 92.6 108 16 9 
27 120.5 112 16 11 -30 83.6 100 17 9 -21 113.9 119 17 7 

-30 73.2 125 16 10 
3 112.3 91 17 0 

14 74.2 136 15 3 -77 120.7 107 17 6 
19 109 116 17 4 
8 85.6 92 17 2 

71 '74.1 103 16 10 
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GIRLS 

Murra y 
Delinquency Inventory Age 
Test Scores Scores i.Q. years mo. 

-10 89.3 116 16 8 
-13 100.7 111 16 9 

-114 42.8 105 17 5 
-25 101.5 96 22 11 

9 105.5 102 17 6 
127 115.1 100 22 
-20. 120 117 17 10 
-27 106.'? 110 17 0 
61 125.9 119 17 9 
-5 100.6 109 19 3 
27 125.9 90 16 11 
-9 91.8 109 20 3 

-67 74.8 111 16 4 
42 110.4 89 16 11 
30 119.2 108 16 4 
35 120.5 82 18 10 

3 98.2 108 16 4 
-3 110.7 116 17 5 
96 105 112 17 2 
69 71.6 102 16 8 

-19 94.1 98 18 10 
-26 78 100 16 7 
-3 92 86 16 10 

5 S 123.1 100 16 10 
24 107.6 108 19 2 

-55 100.4 119 18 9 
68 105.9 106 17 7 

-14 68.3 107 15 11 
-43 117.9 103 17 3 

13 104.5 90 18 1 
19 114.6 128 15 5 
96 125.8 93 18 3 

-55 97.8 120 15 11 
62 111.9 110 18 2 

6 105.4 114 16 8 
1 91.5 114 14 10 
7 96.4 113 20 9 

95 89.2 102 17 11 
-32 127.6 118 15 2 
-4 118.5 108 16 4 

106 119.7 88 16 10 
-48 85.7 108 19 2 
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G IR LS 

Murray 
Delinquency Inventory Age 
Test Scores Scores I.. years ff0. 

1g 96.2 106 15 0 
-30 111.9 104 18 11 
78 108.5 117 15 4 
34 111.2 109 16 '7 

-36 92.96 124 15 8 
15 91.9 102 16 2 

-15 86.6 107 16 11 
5 106.5 119 16 '7 

-15 1-3.8 100 17 0 
-8 114.8 119 17 4 

-35 109.4 91 18 4 
7 113.2 113 15 3 

-62 111.3 111 17 7 
-22 112.3 100 18 3 
117 94.1 103 16 3 
-5 112.9 100 18 7 

-84 110.4 115 15 3 
-28 109.2 129 17 6 
-7 90.5 127 15 11 

-81 103.5 116 16 2 
-57 125.2 127 17 4 
-40 65.3 100 18 3 
-76 54.5 124 15 10 

-8 98 114 19 0 
24 118 91 16 10 
11 115.5 110 18 3 
37 118.8 115 16 4 

N = 134 
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In Table III are giver:; the scores from the Laslett 
Test of Potential Delinquency; the scores on the Murray 

Inventory, the I.q. 's from the Otis S- Test, and the 
chronological ages in years and months for all of the 

boys who were tested in 1934. These scores involve an 

almost entirely different group. öf boys from those in 

Table I. 

TABLE III 

BOYS 

Delinquency 
Test Scores 

Murray 
Inventory 
Scores IQ 

Age 
years mo. 

-46 111.8 100 15 11 
59 120.7 115 14 8 

-24 115.6 112 18 5 
86 99.6 lO'7 16 9 

-41 123.7 116 17 1 
30 98.2 117 13 6 
35 102 105 17 7 

-95 127.4 129 15 10 
-69 127.4 104 16 0 

2 125.1 104 17 8 
-72 96 126 15 10 
40 120.7 108 16 5 

-78 118.6 112 16 '7 
-46 117.1 97 16 11 
-40 110.4 104 15 3 
-23 121.3 110 15 6 

26 119.2 94 16 10 
-102 121.4 106 16 11 

17 127.4 109 16 4 
-78 87 110 15 10 
-47 124.6 103 16 7 

37 118.2 99 18 11 
37 98 116 15 5 

100 118.8 87 17 5 
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BOYS 

Murra y 
Delinquency Inventory Age 
Test Scores Scores I.Q. years rrio. 

_ç;? 114 115 16 0 
i ll'7.8 103 16 10 

104 l26.3 94 18 '7 

-38 124.4 92 17 1 
-34 110 117 15 4 
25 118. 104 18 11 
55 123.3 lO'7 17 6 
7 99.5 83 19 '7 

-8 115.5 122 17 6 
11 106.1 116 15 6 
-'7 110.3 110 15 11 
6 119.4 103 17 3 

-28 118.8 111 . 16 9 
62 122.1 107 16 8 
72 98 108 16 4 
19 114.8 104 17 0 
66 122.9 104 19 2 

-164 99.6 123 17 10 
-79 116.8 85 17 11 
-45 116 115 17 4 
-45 102 105 18 2 
-38 112.4 109 16 4 
-10 97.5 106 17 0 
-47 107.6 120 16 5 
-46 104 102 17 9 
-25 110 110 16 2 
-27 120.3 129 16 5 
-76 115.3 95 17 2 

8 119 105 17 1 
-30 120.3 114 15 6 
26 125 119 1'7 O 

-'75 110.9 115 16 0 
-89 119.5 114 17 1 
85 98.8 114 16 9 

-40 113 102 15 3 
62 118.1 119 15 4 

-81 126 96 18 11 
-92 123 108 17 6 
-38 122.1 103 17 8 
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BOYS 

Murray 
Delinquency Inventory Age 
Test Scores Scores I.Q. years mo. 

57 118.4 111 15 11 
-9 114.3 105 17 7 

-14 99.4 111 16 0 
-26 67.4 99 14 11 
-95 123.1 129 15 10 
-67 109.7 104 16 0 
-28 97 125 17 11 
-46 125.4 109 18 2 
89 62 108 14 11 
-57 124.4 92 15 5 
67 124.4 97 18 2 

-21. 108.8 114 15 11 
-12 98.4 114 15 11 
-19 117.5 111 16 8 
-19 118.9 103 15 5 
-67 115.5 109 14 4 

-126 105.6 117 18 9 

N122 

Table IV gives the following data for the girls 

included in the 1934 experiment: their scores on the 

Laslett Delinquency Test and on the Murray Inventory; 

their I..'s from the Otis Self-Administering Tests ' 

Mental hility; and their chronological ages in years 

and months. These scores involve an almost entirely 

different grout of girls from those in Table II. 
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TABLE IV 

G I RL S 

Murray 
De1inquercy Inventory Age 
Test Secres Scores I.Q. years mo. 

'79 127.4 112 15 7 
34 121.5 103 15 11 

9 12D.1 109 17 11 
11 100.7 106 15 6 
76 113.2 109 15 6 
16 107.6 118 15 1 
13 116.5 92 15 1 

-29 121.1 106 15 3 
-23 127.4 102 15 6 

44 107.4 128 15 8 
..33 101.5 105 16 6 
71 112.3 120 16 '7 

-54 97.4 129 15 6 
15 107.9 99 16 10 

3 94.9 106 15 11 
45 127.4 118 16 3 
36 102.3 134 15 3 

-17 107.6 124 15 11 
-31 90 111 16 3 

81 111.5 102 17 6 
-1 75.4 111 16 4 
-1 96.3 98 16 3 
73 123.7 99 18 9 

-66 112.2 99 17 6 
86 100.1 101 15 8 
69 100.6 94 17 1 

135 119.3 115 15 4 
-15 118.9 97 1'? 0 

22 123.4 121 16 10 
33 127.4 122 15 9 
16 108.3 100 17 3 
60 97.1 105 14 11 
11 106 111 17 4 

-14 119.8 104 15 10 
-2 115 114 14 2 
47 121 121 15 10 

8 123.2 128 15 8 
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G I RLS 

iViurra y 
Delinquency Inventory Age 
Test Scores Scores i.c.. years mo. 

_T7 105.8 112 15 10 
6 122.9 100 17 11 

31 122 124 15 9 
55 120.7 86 15 5 

-62 105.6 116 18 0 
49 83.8 93 17 9 
32 109.2 112 15 8 
53 105.5 103 16 8 

-49 119.4 104 15 8 
_1717 125 111 15 9 

2 121.6 110 17 5 
39 118.1 129 16 6 
5'7 83.2 113 16 11 
61 121.4 99 15 8 

-40 125.6 108 16 8 
70 93.8 85 19 0 

-42 117.9 109 18 0 
-61 85.6 104 17 9 

45 115.3 119 15 7 
'74 125.1 116 14 11 

-59 117.4 99 15 7 
- 2 127.4 106 17 2 
55 83.7 101 17 7 

-103 119.8 113 16 3 
-36 82.1 125 15 6 
-32 122.2 113 15 6 
-36 118 101 17 7 

57 81.1 92 17 9 
-30 101.2 114 16 1 

33 107.5 112 16 4 
85 93.1 87 15 6 
34 125.3 119 17 0 
54 85 90 16 7 
-3 86.6 122 16 9 

-76 105.7 116 15 5 
-18 118.1 120 14 8 
-1 109.3 104 18 8 
30 123.1 92 17 6 

-73 114.6 123 15 7 
-0 112.3 91 16 0 



115 

GIRLS 

Murray 
Delinquency Inventory ge 
Test Scores Scores I.c,. years rrio. 

38 102.3 103 16 1 
12 105.9 97 16 7 
55 114.9 107 15 9 
35 122 96 16 0 
6 107 92 15 3 

25 123.5 90 18 1 
20 117.9 120 15 6 

-39 115 78 18 4 
119 121.3 107 18 6 
105 82.3 108 16 5 
-53 107.9 102 16 9 

6 119.3 128 15 4 
317 97.9 132 15 2 
-12 115.9 115 16 3 
-19 110.1 113 15 9 
46 127.4 112 15 8 
10 118.3 92 16 8 

102 117.6 116 15 2 
-54 87.4 105 16 0 
21 108.5 102 16 6 
-72 91.8 135 17 2 
106 107.1 126 14 11 
-29 113.8 125 17 6 
-37 101.5 102 17 '7 

46 113.8 94 17 8 
-33 117.7 106 1'? 1 
52 78.3 120 15 1 
-61 117.6 121 17 5 
-12 107.3 111 17 1 
28 116.2 112 16 6 
75 112.3 103 18 4 

-32 109.9 115 15 10 
-42 112.9 95 16 0 
-68 97.1 107 17 3 
88 97.1 101 15 7 
57 117.8 112 16 6 
-9 103 105 15 11 

-44 83.9 87 15 11 
-76 123.2 103 16 0 
-2 102.4 112 17 6 
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G IRL S 

Murra y 
Delinquency Inventory Age 
Test Scores Scores I.. years mo. 

N122 

29 127.4 115 16 0 
-6 89.9 92 16 5 
-5 123.2 114 15 0 

-66 99.7 110 15 9 
1 91.9 103 15 6 

In Table V are given the means and the standard 
deviations for the entire group: 

TABLE V 

S.D. 
Laslett Delinquency Test scores -9.265 53.50 
Murray Inventory scores 108.073 15.90 intelligence quotients 107.756 12.48 chronological ap'es 16 - 11.28 1 - 6.70 

In Table VI are gïven the correlations between 

the different measures in the experiment and the 
probable errors of these correlations: 



Delinquency test scores 
Delinquency test scores 
Delinquency test scores 
Inventory and c.a. 
Inventory and I.. 

From a study of th 
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TABLE VI 

r p.e.r. 

and c.c. rlus .75 .013 
and Inventory -.0043 .030 
and -.139 .006 

-.360 .026 
plus .038 .030 

e records of the individual pupils, 

the writer believes that this high correlation is in 

part the result of fortuitous selection among the pupils 

who were in these classes ar in this school at this time. 

A relatively few very large delinquency scores and older 

chronological age exerted considerable influence on the 

co-efficient of correlation although a few cases out of 

493 would not change the figure very much. 

Additional data, in the form of case studies, is 

çiven for the fourteen pupils who had t largest scores 

indicating delinquent tendencies and for the thirteen 

pupils having largest non-delinquent scores. These 

data have been gathered and checked by four people, 

working independently at first and together later. 

Sample cases studied of pupils having high de- 

linquent scores, average, and high non-delinquent 

scores follow: 
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Case 1 boy; delinq. score -165, c.a. 25-3, I 108, 

grade 12. In school at an eariler period was very much 

of a pest; was bu11yirg type; overbearing, irso1ent, 

boisterous; enlisted in coast guard service and spent 

considerable time in far north; after returning showed 

desire to achieve; was not a school problem; rarely de- 

Lied teacher's authority; was co-operative, responsive, 

dependable; was always friendly; mingled with the rougher 

element in school; not accepted by classmates generally, 

probably because of age; failure to be accepted apparently 

made little difference; fairly studious; was much inter- 

ested in social science; responded in discussions with a 

generous amount of interesting personal experience; en- 

joyed manual labor; rose early, worked late; will prob- 

ably always find work when he wants it. 

Case 2: boy; delinq. score -164, c.a. 17-10, IQ. 123, 

grade li. Mother widow, teaches school; pampers son be- 

yond all reason. Boy, lazy, indolent, shiftless, selfish; 

oversleeps; habitually tardy in making appointments; rather 

overbearing in association with other pupils. Generally 

well supplied with good clothes; was leader of orchestra 

for a time but lacked resrect and control of group. Care- 

less as to financial dealings of group. Meals at home 

probably irregular and inadequate. Boy was not required 

to share responsibilities of the home. Boy attended 
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college for a short time. 

Case 3 boy; delinq. score -163, c.c. 18.-2, IQ 123, 

grado 12. Alert,. quiet, shy, lecks self-confidence; co- 

oerative; very deperdab1e; good looking; good physique; 

likes boy comparions rather than girl; studious; excel- 

lent scholastic record; enjoys reading. Lives in the 

country; mother is intellectual type and teaches school; 

mother is ambitious for her children; both parents are 

leaders in their community; boy takes part in the school 

activity program, active in dramatics; always present at 

rehearsals in site of effort necessary to get back and 

forth; promises to be an asset to the community in which 

he lives. 1936: boy now works on his father's farm. 

Case 4: boy; delinq. score -143; c.a. 17-O; I 102, 

grade 12. Alert, responsive, loquacious, boisterous; 

lacks refinement; likes attention; extrovert; has ini- 

tiative; is good salesman; meets strangers well, but is 

likely to be tiresome; scholastic record is fair; parti- 

cipates in athletics, glee club, and other activities 

more for the reward than for what the game means. Father 

dead; mother worked and kept family together. Boy very 

thoughtful of and courteous to his mother, which is a 

family characteristic; is happy to be in the mother's 

presence. Is inclined to swagger over his membershiD in 

what he considers an exceptional family; is independent 
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arid will always make his way in the world. 1936: boy now 

works in a bank in San Francisco, doing very well. 

Case 5: hoy; delinq. score -132; c.a. 18-il; IQ 99; 

grade 12. Responsive, alert, cheerful; likes to be the 

center of attention; not dependable; bluffer; rather un- 

stable; reactions very difficult to predict; attitude 

creates disorder ori the part of others when he is pre- 

siding at meetings; makes snap judgments; is quick minded; 

has saved situations many times in stage productions; 

father cead; mother cooks at fraternity house; boy is 

willing to work hard to make money; has a cheerful atti- 

tude when so doing; has worked as store clerk, seaman, 

mechanic, farmer, salesman in gas station and bell hop; 

is apparently trying to make the most of himself consi- 

dering his handicaps. Likes journalism, dramatics, ath- 

letics, and aviation. 1936: attended college for a short 

time; now working in California. 

Case 6: boy; delinq. score -130, c.a. 18-2, IQ 110, 

grade 12. Responsive; friendly; likes society; is always 

"one of the gang"; seemingly is more refined than the 

group with which he associates; not particularly ambi- 

tious; not regarded as a school problem; participates in 

school activities, but seems to have no outstanding abil- 

ity. Home life apparently congenial; hoy fits well in 

averare community life. 1936: now taking engineering 



121 

course In co11ee. 

Case 7: boy; delinq. score -124; c.a. 15-10; IQ 118; 

grade 11. Quiet; courteous; considerate; affectionate 

with the family; kind to others less fortunate than him- 

self; self-confident; self-controlled; lazy at times; 

happy disposition; can laugh at joke on himself; is ob- 

servant; scholastic record is fair; likes indoor work; 

reads technical hooks and magazines; has mechanical turn 

of mind; likes stagecraft; works on things he likes with 

enthusiasm; is satisfied just to get by with others; likes 

printing, chemistry, and physics best of school subjects; 

co-operates with teacher in carrying on classroom proce- 

dure when mechanical devices are necessary; is willin.g to 

give up time from recreation to work for welfare of school 

if work is along his interest line; cari be trusted to 

handle valuable laboratory apparatus; would like to he an 

electrical engineer or radio oDerator; has great amount of 

movie and radio equipment at home to which he devotes a 

great amount of time; would probably succeed in public 

address work, or in moving picture work such as film in- 

spector or Tiachine operator. 1936: now enrolled in civil 

engineering course in college. Made splendid record In 

freshman tests. 

Case 8: boy;de1inq. score -117, c.a. 16-11, I 112, 

grade 12. Noisy; boisterous; discourteous; secretive; 
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easily influenced; liked home economics best when he took 

it; later liked history and English; takes active part in 

basketball, football and track; shows the results of as- 

sociation with the rougher element in school. Has worked 

for local theater changing siFns, etc. Prefers aviation 

or a mechanical career. 1936: works at a local theater, 

where he is giving satisfaction. 

Case 9: boy; delinq. score -116; c.a. 17-10, I 11e, 

grade 12. Alert; boisterous; not careful of appearance 

but is improving; rough-and-ready type; likes rough- 

housing; likes to be the center of attention; average in 

popularity with the group; seems to like boys and rrirls 

equally well; scholastic record very good; conduct source 

of irritation during 1ay rehearsals and elsewhere; gets 

pleasure out of other rersonvs discomfort; has a per- 

verted sense of humor; leader in gang in p rotest against 

certain highly aproved high school methods. Death of 

father did not cause boy to settle down; boy writes sport 

news well; plans to become pharmacist; obnoxious traits 

will probably be overcome with age and responsibility. 

1936: now a sophomore in college; writes well for college 

publication; upper classmen "gave him special attention" 

for some months, but still somewhat self-centered and 

conceited. 

Case 10: girl; dclinq. score -103; c.a. 16-2; 113; 
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grade 12. Alert, responsive; sympathetic; rather bold in 

appearance; giggly to the point of silliness; not easily 

embarrassed; enjoys shocking others; likely to be nils- 

judged; has many good fundamental qualities that are sub- 

merged by a superficial attitude; once aroused, is inter- 

ested in achievement; artistic and particularly good in 

all types of design; sings and plays; contributes gener- 

ously of time and talent; reads mystery stories and movie 

magazines; affects Jean Harlow type; likes mental and phy- 

sical activity; outside activities claim more of her at- 

tention than school work; a o-etter; girl is encouraged 

by möther to go to almost any extreme to get pleasure, 

probably because of mother's own restricted early life. 

1936: enrolled in home economics in collecre; sings in the 

choir of a church; somewhat settled. 

Case 11: boy; delinq. score -103, c.a. 17-6, IQ 119, 

grade 12. Clean, hut does not make a good appearance; 

somewhat abrupt; not always courteous; appears to be very 

conceited; good athlete hut a poor loser; likes attention 

centered on himself; father is dead, mother is very am- 

bitious for her children; all the children work; family 

is respected for the effort made to educate all members; 

boy apparently would like to have the same standing in the 

comrriunity that his brothers have, notwithstanding handi- 

caps; boy would like to be in group which is socially 
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popular; sorne undesirable traits may be due to failure to 

attain thIs. 1936: enrolled in collee and is outstand- 

ing in athletics. 

Case 12: boy; delinq. score -102, c.a. 16-11, I 106, 

grade 11. Responsive; courteous; neat in appearance; 

dresseswell, but not always with good taste; highly ner- 

'T:us type; is deservedly popular with fellow students; 

participates actively in music, dramatics, athletics; 

executive of more than average ability; shows constructive 

leadership; served efficiently on numerous committees; 

tries to profit by sugpestions given him; appears to be 

suerior to his older brothers in personality traits and 

general achievements; belongs to boy scouts and de Molay; 

plays for dances and is partially self-supporting; will 

probably take up pharmacy. 1936: now enrolled in col- 

lege, taking pharmacy; averere in scholarship, plays in 

college band and in private orchestra. 

Case 13; boy; delinq. score -80, c.a. 15-9, IQ. 110, 

grade 11. Vivacious; loquacious; has keen mind; learns 

without much effort; always wants attention centered on 

himself; if he does not get the attention he craves, he 

refuses to play; is impatient with slower thinking group; 

is not consistently courteous; lacks sense of values be- 

tween things he should do and things he wants to do; is 

only f:irly dependable; enjoys particiration in music, 
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dramatics, tennis and dancing; at times he makes a pest 

of himself, although at home he is most considerate and 

helpful; is affected by his mother's misinterpretation of 

sycho1ory; always clean and neat, and takes pride in his 

personal appearance. 1936: taking secretarial science 

in college, excelling in shorthand; better emotional 

adjustment. 

Case 14: boy; delinq. score -59, c.a. 20-5, I( 113, 

grade 12. Noisy; boastful; rough; discourteous; crude at 

times; a swaggerer, hard to manage; has a habit of mutter- 

ing just loud enough to disturb; has smart answer when cor- 

rectad for anything; sloppy in %rk and in appearance; 

has had throughout high school a "smart alecky" attitude; 

says he likes school, but does not apply himself; goes 

with rougher element; skips classes; can do work, but 

will not exert himself; has ability, especially in some 

lines. 1936: attending normal school; is married and 

the father of a child. 

Case 15: hoy; delinq. score plus 86, c.a. 16-9, 

i-( 107, grade 12. Clean in appearance, personality not 

impressive; very little sparkle; serious-minded; sincere; 

takes suggestions well and follows them; seems to he a 

plodder; gets his lessons well but expends considerable 

effort to achieve that end; fairly popular with fellow 

pupils; vDlunteers often to perform distasteful tasks 
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stich as setting up apparatus for entertainments; is mu- 

sically inclined; plays in the high school band; likes 

physical and social sciences; will probably take up some 

phase of Dhysical science as a life work. 1936: fresh- 

man in lower division in colle:e. 

Case 16: girl; delinq. score plus 88, c.a. 15-7, 

I 101, grade 10. Responsive; loquacious; no reserve; 

friendly; co-operative; has conspicuous mannerisms; does 

not wear clothes well; wants to be at the top socially; 

fails to realize that mannerisms are responsible for her 

poor standing socially. Seems to like school, but schol- 

astic record only fair; not very ambitious; father dead, 

mother works; girl out of school frequently, sometimes to 

work at home. 1936: has finished high school and works 

at home; partial to striking clothes and to dancing. 

Case 17: girl, delinq. score plus 95, c.a. 17-O, 

IQ 102, grade 11. Personally unattractive; on the defen- 

sive against the world in general, probably due to un- 

fortunate home conditions; actually liked by very few 

people; chooses friends from among rather questionable 

people; quick to respond at either extreme, antagonistic 

or co-operative; very active physically; likes to do the 

things she can do with her hands; grades average or be- 

low; fondness for sister's baby brings out fine qualities 

otherwise not anparent. 1936: is married and still in- 
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terested in child welfare. 

Case 18: girl; delitnq. score plus 96, c.a. 18-3, 

IQ 93, grade li. uiet; slow in response; lacks initia- 

tive; does not mingle easily withclassnates; appears to 

have few intimate friends; has negative personality; poor 

student; appears to work hard at times but with mediocre 

results; rarely responds even when questioned d±rectly; 

seems to be more alert mentally and physically with the 

assumption of responsibility. 1936: freshman in secre- 

tarial science in college. 

Case 19; girl; delinq. score plus 102, c.a. 15-2, 

IÇ 116, grade 11. Responsive; lively; sociable; is fairly 

popular; a little shy at times; grades average; has sup- 

ported numerous school activities; very nleasant, res- 

pectable person; plans to attend collepe and specialize 

in shorthand and typing. 

Case 20: boy; deliriq. score plus 104, c.a. 18-6, 

I( 94, grade 12. Responsive; sociable; friendly, well 

groomed, neat in appearance, courteous; kindly; indus- 

trious; fair scholastic record; not easily influenced; 

has excellent voice and likes music; participated in state 

music contest; gained poise and developed personality by 

narticipation in dramatics; has ability and initiative 

which were hampered by lack of self-confidence; had un- 

fortunate reaction to the outstanding success of brother 
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and sisters; rapidly overcoming inferiority feelings; 

eyesight was bad; after being fitted with glasses the boy 

made improvement in school work. 1936: sophomore in 

a:riculture ir college; member of a leading fraternity; 

takes active part in intramural sports. 

Case 21: girl; delinq. score plus 105, c.a. 16-5, 

IQ. 108, grade 11. uiet; dependable; progressive; pleas- 

Ing in appearance; active in Home Economics Club; appre- 

dates benefits obtained from membershin in Girls' League; 

performed efficiently duties of high. school office girl; 

fine relationship seems to exist between girl and entire 

family; seems to he able to make the most of every opoor- 

tunity offered, although lacking initiative to creato 

opportunities herself. GirUs abilities will likely ex- 

pand as occasion demands response. 1936: senior in high 

school; has shown little recent interest in activities; 

worked n a local store for a short time. 

Case 22: girl; delinq. score plus 106, c.a. 14-li, 

IQ 126, grade 10. Plain, hut neat in appearance; quiet; 

reserved; dependable; splendid scholastic record; has 

great amount of oriina1ity; family German; family very 

thrifty ard congenial; family has excellent standing in 

business as well as in community circles; whole family 

has pride in achieving; home life seems ideal; girl re- 

flects good family influence. 1936: senior in high school; 
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excels in grades; is given responsibilities and made a 

confidant in the office; active in Torch; active in 

father's business; retiring in contact with public; has 

initiative and is very artistic. 

Case 23: girl; delinq. score plus 106, c.a. 16-10, 

IQ 88, grade li. uiet, reserved; clean in personal an- 

pearance; appreciative of what is done for her; proud of 

her Chinese ancestry; has difficulty in expressing her- 

self, probably due to language confusions; is artistic; 

accepted on equal social basis by classmates; father dead; 

mother runs a restaurant; girl assists in making living 

for the family. Up to time of her father's death, Chi- 

nese traditions in dress and customs were maintained. 

Girl is working with the idea of taking her place among 

upper class in busIness and social circles in China. 

1936: girl finished high school and works so her brother 

may go to college; much interested in church. 

Case 24: girl; delinca. score plus 109, c.a. 21-2, 

Iç 105, grade 10. alert; responsive; co-orerative; very 

appreciative; exhibits affection toward teachers and 

punils in nublic to a disagreeable extent; scholarship 

record fair; girl had been ill. much of the time during 

earlier school years; excella in lettering and poster 

making; makes generous contributions of abilities to 

school; home life apparently very congenial; rare comrade- 
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shia exists betweei girl and only brother; both very 

musical, and play in public frequently. 1936: girl quit 

school; family orchestra still her chief concern. 

Case 25: girl; delinq. score plus 112, c.a. 16-O, 

IQ 128, grade il. Quiet; reserved; somewhat shy; not 

personally attractive; is popular with her own small 

group; is inclined to be envious of those in better econom- 

ic circumstances; recently showed traces of leadership; 

very dependable; works hard; scholastic record good; plays 

piano; writes poetry, some of which has been recognized 

as promising; father feels his dauehter is not always 

properly rewarded for her efforts. 1936: took active 

part in Torch last year; is now freshman in lower division 

in college. 

Case 26: girl; delinq. score plus 119, c.a. 18-5, 

IQ 107, grade 12. Of Dutch parentage; physical charac- 

teristics of that race prominent in girl; pleasant; sin- 

cere; co-onerative; somewhat hesitant; scholastic record 

excellent; has many friends of stable type; is fond of 

travel; visited relatives in Holland recently; contributed 

information of value to school classes, Travel Club, etc. 

Gives generously of time to worthwhile projects. 1936: 

attends colleae; sophomore in secretarial science. 

Case 27: girl; delinq, score plus 135, c.a. 15-3, 

IQ 115, grade 10. Alert; attractive; lively; sociable; 
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likable; wholesome; fairly studious; grades average; de- 

pendable; responsible; shows initiative; attitude is 

sstisfactory; generous in time and. effort to others; 

Feminine in interests; supports and contributes to prac- 

tically all school activities; works well on committees; 

general influence beneficial. l?36: senior in high 

school, has fair scholastic average; interested in drama- 

tics; expects to attend. college and will probably take 

secretarial science. 

Summary of the Experiment 

Not all of the pupils who made large delinquency 

scores are really delinquent. They may never be brought 

to public attention on account of their behavior. Luck 

plays a part in this. Timidity plays a part. 

The high correlation of the delinquency test score 

and the chrono1odcal age is, in part, due to a narrow 

range of chronological age among the pupils tested and in 

lesser part to a factor of selection in the presence of a 

few much older boys who had been "out in the world". 

The low correlation of the Laslett Test and the 

Iiurray Inventory may mean that one or the other is not an 

effective measuring device, that neither is an effective 

measuring device, or that they measure different things. 
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Conclusions 

1. The problem of delinquency is attracting more and 

more attention as a part of the awareness of 

larger groups within the population of the burden 

upon the public and upon the individuals involved 

of the costs of social inadequacy. 

2. Serious crimes among adults have decreased over 

the last two years (1933-1935). There is no way 

of knowing whether delinuency is increasing or 

decreasing because the number of cases appearing 

in the juvenile courts is only the crudest of 

measures of the actual delinquency that occurs. 

3. Writers on the subject of delinquency are not 

agreed on anything about it --- the causes, the 

treatments or cures, or the courses over which it 

develops. Too many writers on this subject have 

drawn sweeping conclusions from small numbers of 

cases studied in a fragmentary and superficial 

way. In this, they have been only somewhat less 

superficial than the public in general. 

4. Not all children and young people with delinquent 

tendencies actually become confirmed delinquents. 

Some of them who have come into conflict with the 

courts chan:e their ways after one or more such 

conflicts. 
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5. Ir this study, not all of the pui1s with low 

scores on the delinqueracv test were or are delin- 

quents. Luck has played a part in the change of 

sorne of them for the better and some for the 

worse. Good homes or poor homes, good companions 

or poor companions, and the enera1 reaction of 

the community to their separate individualities 

have played their parts. The element of luck will 

always play a part in the development of young 

people, hut the imrorance of this part should be 

made as small as possible. 

6 In the ahles in this s tudy, the delinquency 

scores and the chronological ages of the pupils 

studied showed a high correlation, but the range 

in chronological age was small and there were 

many individual exceptions. All of the other 

correlations were low. 

7. As there are no other studies of this particular 

kind available, no comrarison between schools of 

means and of standard deviations of delinquency 

scores has been possible. 

8. As far as possible, these cases will be followed 

over as many years as possible. 
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