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Cover - Biologist Mark Henjum of 
La Grande restrains a mule deer 
fawn which has fought itself to ex- 
haustion on snow armored by glaze 
ice. The fawn was reported by a 
landowner who watched its strug- 
gles. It was taken to department 
offices and treated for stress and 
has since recovered. For more on 
wildlife's winter problems, see the 
story beginning on page. 3. 

Photo by Ken Durbin 

HUNTER EDUCATION 
PROGRAM 

INSTRUCTORS APPROVED 
Month of December ......... 28 
Total Active .............. 1,765 

STUDENTS TRAINED 
Month ofDecember ........ 169 
TotaltoDate .......... 310,262 

HUNTING CASUALTIES 
Fatal ........................ 6 
Nonfatal ................... 21 

Winter Wildlife Worries 
Elsewhere in this issue, Ken Durbin has a story on the tough wint 

conditions the birds and animals are fighting in some areas of the stat 
Oregon is not alone in this situation. Winter conditions here and in other 
western states have drawn national television attention and an outpour- 
ing of concern from throughout the country. 

In Oregon, the Fish and Wildlife Department's two-year budget for 
winter feeding and game damage control has already been exhausted in 
northeastern and southeastern regions. Now is truly a time when ev- 
eryone can help. 

We have received many calls and letters from people wanting to know 
what they can do to assist. Since the start of the situation, many people 
living in the problem areas have been participating with labor, equip- 
ment and food for the animals. Ranchers, in particular, have felt a pinch 
as deer and elk descended on the haystacks. Many have given of them- 
selves and the resources intended for their domestic animals in efforts to 
help. 

For most of us, donation of money is the most direct way to assist our 
distressed wild creatures. However, don't immediately write a check to the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. As many ofyou know, money sent to the 
department must be put in the general fish and wildlife fund and held 
until its expenditure is approved by the legislature. 

To speed use of donated money, the Oregon Wildlife Heritage Founda- 
tion has set up a special winter feeding fund and will disburse the monies 
they receive for expenses involved with feeding of wildlife. This founda- 
tion is best known for its efforts to insure purchase ofthe lower Deschutes 
River last year for the public, and has since been working on other proj- 
ects in the state. The foundation is a nonprofit organization and any 
money sent to it is tax deductible. Since it is a private organization, goy- 
erned by a board of directors, funds can be used without the complicatior 
inherent in a government agency such as the department. 

Allan Kelly, executive director of the foundation, says those who wish 
to help with the winter crisis should include a note with their donation 
indicating it is for the Winter Wildlife Fund. Most of this money will be 
used to buy alfalfa, deer pellets or grain. But some of it may be used for 
vehicles, gasoline and other items needed to get feed to the birds and 
animals. 

How long the feeding will go on, no one knows. Even if the weather 
moderates immediately, many of the creatures will be in serious stress. 
And, even more sobering is the reality that efforts can only reach a small 
portion of the birds and big game in trouble. Nonetheless, each of us can 
help to improve conditions for those creatures that can be reached with 
feed. 

If you wish to contribute, checks may be sent to: Winter Wildlife Fund, 
Oregon Wildlife Heritage Foundation, P.O. Box 3801, Portland, Oregon 
97207. Even though no amount of money or effort can save all the ani- 
mais in jeopardy - indeed, man's efforts may be considered puny - we 
must do all we can.L1 

R.E.S. 

Commission Meeting 
The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission will meet on Friday, February 1 

beginning at 8 am., to consider falconry regulations, budgetary matters anu 
other business. The meeting will be held at Fish and Wildlife Department 
headquarters, 506 SW Mill Street in PortIa nd.LI 
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In deep. heavily crusted snow, deer are having trouble finding enough to eat. The department, with much volunteer help. is 
feeding thousands of deer and elk in the hardest hit areas. Photo by Ken Durbin 

In a Winter's Grip 

In the eastern parts of Oregon, 
winter came early this year. No- 
vember saw the mountain peaks 
and high plateaus cloaked with 
snow. And as the days slipped by, 
the snowline edged ever closer to 
the valley floors. 

Most years the winter storms 
come and go. The snow falls, it 
melts, and it falls again. But this 
year it simply fell. And then fell 
some more. In December tempera- 
tures plummeted and the mercury 
cowered low in all thermometers. 
Days of sub-zero temperatures 
grew into weeks, and wild crea- 
tures burned through their winter 
fat reserves quickly trying to stay 
alive. Deer and elk moved from all 

e high country and concentrated 
t lower elevations. And birds mi- 

grated out, or settled in to find food 
where they could. 

By Ken Durbin 

Then, as most of us celebrated 
the holidays, a rain laden front 
moved in, and temperatures rose. 
But in counties near the eastern 
edge of Oregon the rain did not 
help. It froze as it hit the ground, 
and for several days a crust grew 
thicker and stronger until it 
formed a virtual armor over the 
deep snow. 

Then the temperatures dropped 
again and long-time ranchers be- 
gan to agree they had never seen 
conditions as bad. The deer and 
elk crowded in with livestock and 
competed for the same food. Re- 
ports were heard of game trails 
edged with blood from the ice-cut 
legs of deer and elk. Entire coveys 
of Hungarian partridge, burrowed 
in the snow at night for warmth, 
were found entombed beneath the 
icey crust that formed while they 

slept. 
Before the end of January many 

wild animals had succumbed, and 
others were showing severe indica- 
tions ofstress. Deer and elk moved 
not at all when they could avoid it, 
traveling only from bedding areas 
to feed and back again, trying to 
conserve energy. Deer fawns, 
whose summer food went more to 
growth than fat, began to take on 
that ragged look that biologists 
know precedes death. 

Early on, employees with the 
department responded to worsen- 
ing conditions, first feeding ani- 
mais concentrated on department- 
owned management areas, and 
then off the management areas as 
more animals moved to private 
lands at lower elevations. Wooden 
panels went to ranchers to protect 
haystacks invaded by hungry deer 
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Biologist Vic Coggins of Enterprise, fills a deer feeder with pellets that have been 
specially formulated to provide a balanced diet for deer. More than 40 tons of 
pellets are going to deer each week in northeast Oregon alone. Photo by Ken 
Durbin 

s-.r 

In the Burnt River country of Baker County. these deer are finding what sustenance 
they can. Here they crop the new growth from the lower limbs of juniper trees. 
Baker County deer winter range is primarily grassland; the grasses are largely 
inaccessible under heavily crusted snow. Photo by Ken Durbin 

and elk, and then the department 
began to feed in these areas to 
make up for the food no long 
available behind the fences. 

Ranchers, faced with the prob.- 
lem of protecting their winter live- 
stock feed from over use by wild 
game, nevertheless pitied the 
stressed wildlife, and many put 
feed they could ill afford where the 
animals could reach it. One ranch- 
er moved two huge "bread loaf" 
haystacks to higher elevation for 
the deer and elk. "A winter like 
this . . . it just isn't fair," he told a 
department biologist. 

Citizen awareness of the trouble 
animals were having grew and 
concerns began to mount. Individ- 
uals volunteered their help. Some 
donated alfalfa. Others paid for 
feed and distributed it for wild 
animals and birds. An elementary 
school class delivered $2.05 to the 
department's La Grande office. 
Students had found the money in 
the snow and wanted it to go to 
wildlife. 

Donated wood went into feeders 
to hold the pellets specially formu- 
lated to feed wintering deer. Cii' '. 

zens gave of their vehicles, tht. 
time, their money and other sup- 
plies. Stifi the winter continued. 

Calls to the department in- 
creased about elk here, deer there, 
and birds everywhere . . . all seek- 
ing food. Department employees 
and volunteers worked long days, 
seven days a week without let up, 
trying to get hay, pellets, grain 
and other commodities where they 
were needed. Shortly after the first 
of the year budgeted money - 
intended for winter feed and game 
damage control, not just for this 
year but for next winter also - 
had been spent. And money to con- 
tinue the feeding began to come 
from other wildlife programs. 

News stories about the problem, 
in the papers, on radio and TV, 
began to increase, first locally, 
then statewide, and then nation- 
ally. The response from a con- 
cerned public was overwhelming. 

A group called the Oregon Hunt- 
ers Association set up a speci1, 
account in a La Grande bank 
accept donations to help relieve 
the winter problems. The Wildlife 
Heritage Foundation established 
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another special fund to channel 
donated money toward helping 

,-cinterstressed wildlife. In Harney 
unty a special fund was set up 

through the county treasurer's 
office and $1,000 was raised 1- 
cally in less than 24 hours. In 
Ontario a newspaper sponsored a 
benefit basketball game between 
the Oregon State Police and local 
news media personnel to raise 
game feeding money. And other 
efforts, too numerous to list here, 
grew up around the state to raise 
more money for the effort. 

In mid-January the northeast 
region of the department was feed- 
ing 5,200 deer and 2,200 elk at a 
cost of about $21,000 a week. In 
southeast Oregon massive deer 
feeding efforts were undertaken in 
Malheur and Harney counties, and 
elk were being fed in a number of 
areas where wintering elk are not 
usually found. Biologists believed 
antelope in the high desert country 
were also suffering, but most could 
not be reached. A herd of about 500 
antelope moved in on ranchiand 
near Fort Rock, and the depart- 

.-ent began feeding there. 
It would be nice if this story 

could end now, on a happier note. 
But it can't, as the winter is far 
from over. It will be another two 
months before any significant 
moderation in winter conditions 
can be reasonably expected. No 
matter how huge the efforts under- 
taken, biologists know we will 
suffer heavy losses of wildlife, and 
it may be several years before pop- 
ulations recover, even assuming 
an easier winter next year. 

The efforts to reach as many 
wild creatures as possible will con- 
tinue until conditions do improve. 
Given the size of the job and the 
early exhaustion of budgeted de- 
partment funds, this is going to 
require the continued help of con- 
cerned individuals. 

As Ron Shay says in his edito- 
rial this month, "Now is truly a 
time when everyone can help . .. 
For most of us, donation of money 
is the most direct way to assist our 
distressed wild creatures." 

There are several funds set up to 
accept donations for the feeding 
effort around the state. A list of 
some of these is included in an 
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In the foreground is a feeding site for elk on the department's Elkhorn Wildlife 
Area During severe weather the elk confined their travels to the trail which con- 
nects their feeding area to the band of trees in the background where they bed for 
the day Photo by Ken Dt,rbi,i 

An elk calf that didn't make it. This elk had a broken leg and ribs, due probably to a 
fall on the icy crust, or a fight with other elk over food. Photo by Ken Durbin 
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Biologists Mike Kemp and Mark Henjum of La Grande move the fawn shown on our 
cover from the icy slope where it had exhausted itself. They are walking on a crust 
which covers deep snow over much of Wallowa, Union, Baker and Malheur coun- 
ties. Occasionally they broke through, up to the knee. Below, La Grande veterinar- 
ian L.J. Kethler treats the animal for stress and exhaustion. lt has since recovered 
nicely. Photo by Ken Durbin 

accompanying box. Money to all of 
these funds is tax deductible. And 
money to all of them will go 
directly into the winter feeding 
effort. There may be others by the 
time this reaches print. 

The Wildlife Heritage Founda- 

tion established its fund in direct 
cooperation with the department 
and we are relying heavily on it, as 
well as on the other funds, to con- 
tinue the feeding program. Ron 
Shay discusses on page two some 
of the problems the department 

has with immediate use of the 
donations given directly to the 
department, and this is why they 
separate funds were established. 

In addition to monetary dona- 
tions, the department can also put 
contributions of certain commodi- 
ties to good use. Elk are being fed 
alfalfa hay. The elk feeding efforts 
are aimed at providing the anim- 
als sufficient nutrition while mm- 
imizing their impact on privately 
owned haystacks. To do this, the 
department must feed high quality 
alfalfa, preferably second and 
third cutting hay. When poorer 
quality hay is used, the elk pass it 
by and travel to private stacks 
where there is better feed. The 
department badly needs high qual- 
ity alfalfa in up to 80-pound bales. 
Because of weed control concerns, 
hay from western Oregon cannot 
be used in eastern Oregon. 

The department is also using 
large volumes of deer pellets. 
These must be specially formulat- 
ed to meet the dietary needs of 
deer. Those who might wish to pay 
for deer pellets should contact the 
department's regional offices in I 
Grande at 963-2138, or in Hines a. 
573-6582, or contribute the money 
to the Heritage Foundation's Win- 
ter Wildlife Fund or one of the 
other funds established for winter 
feeding. 

The department is feeding large 
amounts of grain for birds, and 
any kind of grain can be used. It 
must be weed-free, untreated, and 
from eastern Oregon. Again, be- 
cause ofweed concerns, grain from 
western Oregon cannot be used 
east of the Cascades. 

The department also needs 
wood, both to build feeders and to 
construct wooden panels to protect 
haystacks on private land. While 
donations of wood for panels does 
not benefit the wildlife, protection 
of private feed resources is neces- 
sary if big game and the livestock 
industry is to coexist in some kind 
of harmony. Wood for panel con- 
struction should be planed fir or 
pine, one inch stock, six inches 
wide by eight feet in length. Othe. 
dimensions may be useful for fee 
ers. Contact one of the two re- 
gional offices previously listed for 
advice. (continued on page 8) 
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These valley quail are staying close to livestock feeding lots 
-here they can find food. Biologists fear there have been 

avy losses of upland game birds. Whole covies Hungar- 
ian partridge were trapped under an icy crust which formed at 
night over the snow in which they roosted for warmth. Photo 
by Ken Durbin 

Feeding Funds 

These organizations have established funds 
to assist the department with winter wildlife 
feeding: 

Winter Wildlife Fund 
Oregon Wildlife Heritage Foundation 
P.O. Box 8301 
Portland, Oregon 97207 

Wildlife Feeding Program 
Oregon Hunter's Association 
C/O People's Savings & Loan 
#3 Depot Street 
La Grande, Oregon 97850 

Harney County Wildlife Fund 
P.O. Box 1147 
Burns, Oregon 97720 

Donations to any of these funds are tax deductible. 

- . 
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Some of many volunteers who donated their time and vehi- 
cies to gather donated hay from throughout Union County. In 
northeast Oregon. 75 tons of hay a week was being fed to elk 
in late January. Photo by Mike Kemp 

- 
: 
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Keith Braun (left) and Tom Thompson nail a wooden haystack 
panel together. The department has given hundreds of these 
to landowners to protect haystacks from hungry elk. But the 
elk must then be fed during hard winter conditions. Photo by 
Ken Durbin 

These elk are feeding on alfalfa left for them on a private 
rancher's property. The feeding helps keep elk away from pri- 
vately owned haystacks. An elk will eat about ten pounds of 
alfalfa each day. Photo by Ken Durbin. 
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Because demands on depart- 
ment equipment and personnel are 
particularly heavy right now, it is 
not always possible to pick up 
donated materials, especially if 
small volumes or long distances 
are involved. For this reason, the 
arrangement for transportation of 
materials and supplies can be a 
valuable addition to the donation 
of such goods. 

Organized sportsmens clubs and 
other groups can help in their local 
areas by setting up and conduct- 
ing feeding programs. For advice 
and help in developing such a pro- 
gram, contact your nearest depart- 
ment regional office. 

In western Oregon, where prob- 
lems this winter are less severe, 
groups may want to plan a project 
to repair fences this spring on pri- 
vate lands in eastern Oregon. In 
their efforts to reach feed, elk often 
break down fences. Efforts to help 
repair this damage on private land 
could go a long way toward im- 
proving relations between sports- 
men and private landowners. Last 
year a club in western Oregon pro- 
vided money to buy fencing mate- 
rials and another group in north- 
east Oregon contributed the labor 
to make the repairs. 

No one knows when this win- 
ter's crisis will come to an end. But 
in view of the heavy drain on 
financial resources this year we 
know there will be additional prob- 
lems next winter. Allan Kelly, 
executive director of the Oregon 
Wildlife Heritage Foundation, 
says that he wants as many dona- 
tions as possible to help the wild- 
life this winter; but he would also 
like to see enough money in the 
Winter Wildlife Fund to help with 
the feeding and related winter 
problems next year. 

As this goes to press, the 
weather has warmed. Some of the 
snow in southcentral Oregon is 
melting, but new snow is falling in 
northeast Oregon. This may be the 
beginning of a warming trend, or 
conditions may reverse back 
again. If it does warm up, we 
should not be lulled into a false 
sense of security. Regardless of 
what happens from this point on, 
wildlife have been heavily stressed 
and their problems will continue 
until spring and beyondil 
Page 8 

Not Just Deer and Elk 
By 

C. Dale Snow 
Assistant Marine Region Supervisor 

Everyone knows that snow or 
severe cold weather can and ftc- 
quently does cause heavy losses of 
our game birds and animals. What 
is less well known, except to biolo- 
gists, is the losses of marine life 
from very cold weather. 

The recent cold spell along the 
Oregon coast is a good case in 
point. For several days, nighttime 
temperatures hovered in the 10 to 
12 degrees Fahrenheit range, and 
daytime temperatures stayed in 
the low- to mid-twenties. To further 
add to the problem, we were also 
having minus nighttime tides. 
These low tides exposed more of 
the tidal zone for longer periods of 
time than would have been the 
case with hold up tides. Because of 
it, many starfish, mussels, sea 
urchins and cockle clams froze to 
death in the exposed areas. 

The cockle clam is the only clam 
I know of that is significantly 
affected by cold. These clams have 
very short necks, and are only one 
or two inches beneath the surface. 
It appears that very cold or warm 
weather irritates them and they 
"kick" out of the sand or mud, try- 
ing to escape the irritant. When 
temperatures are cold, they freeze 
to death. When it is hot, we believe 
it stimulates them to spawn. In 

Tipofthe Hat 

either case, they are exposed to 
predators, including gulls, rac- 
coons and man, as well as the ele- 
ments. All can be fatal for the 
cockle. 

The physiological effect and 
cause of death to invertebrates is 
the freezing of cellular water. Ice 
crystals form and the cells literally 
explode from the ice expansion. 
Cell destruction causes death in 
the animal. 

This winter's marine inverte- 
brate loss has been extensive and 
will be felt for several years. How- 
ever, losses do not appear to be any 
worse than those that occurred in 
1972, 1968 and in the 1950's. 
Fishermen will probably find that 
some of the rocks where they nor- 
mally find mussels for fish bait are 
no longer supporting populations 
of these animals. Clam diggers 
will no doubt have to look longer ' 
find cockles for their chowder, a 
mussel gatherers will have to go 
into the lower tidal areas on ex- 
tremely low tides this summer to 
find their harvest. 

On the brighter side, however, 
we know this resource will rebound 
to normal in two or three years. By 
that time, Christmas of 1983 will 
be a frosty memory.L1 

District Court Judge George Neilson ofMadras gets this month's tip 
of the sportsman's hat. 

State Police Senior Trooper Russell Wymore was called to investi- 
gate a deer spotlighting case. When he arrived at the scene, the 
poacher fled in his vehicle. A traffic officer, answering Trooper 
Wymore's call for assistance, joined in the chase; in the process his 
police car was damaged. 

The driver of the suspect vehicle was convicted on two counts. For 
the spotlighting he was fined $237, given seven days in jail, ordered to 
forfeit his rifle and spotlight, and received a two-year suspension of 
his hunting privileges. The deer was found in the trunk ofthe vehicle. 

For attempting to allude the officers, he was further fined $362, 
given an additional seven days in jail, and had his driver's license 
suspended for 90 days. He was also ordered to pay $350 for repair of 
the damages to the police car. 

Judge Neilson didn't forget the passenger in the car, either, fining 
him $250, with seven days in jail and a two-year suspension of his 
hunting license.E 
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The long, broad tails, brown on top and white underneath distinguish these d3er from mule deer which have rope-like tails with 
black tips. Smaller ears on whitetails are also characteristic, as are the more pronounced white ring around the eyes. Photo by 
Ron Roh weder 

Oregon's Idaho Deer 
Ron Rohweder 

Wildlife Biologist, La Grande 

The most common big game 
animal in the United States is an 
immigrant to this country, having 
travelled across the landbridge 
between Asia and North America 
more than fifteen million years 
ago. At that time the white-tailed 
deer became established over 
,"uch of North America. 

'ollowing this wide distribution 
came immense glacial buildups 
that covered much of our land; 
then droughts and volcanic erup- 
Oregon Wildlife 

tions, all of which led to separation 
of the white-tailed deer into numer- 
ous isolated groups. Today, there 
are more than thirty subspecies of 
whitetail, ranging from Canada to 
Panama. 

Oregon has two of these subspe- 
cies. The Columbian white-tailed 
deer occupies a narrow strip of 
western Oregon along the lower 
Columbia River and another rela- 
tively small area in the vicinity of 
Roseburg. In 1806 Lewis and Clark 

referred to these animals as "the 
common deer," making reference 
to the deer with which they were 
familiar in the eastern United 
States. 

The Idaho white-tailed deer is a 
mountain-valley form which tends 
to occupy the stream corridors and 
river valleys of Idaho, northwest- 
em Montana, southeastern British 
Columbia and parts of Oregon east 
of the Cascade Mountain range. 
Records of whitetails in central 
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Whitetails are famous for their secretive nature. This ¡s one reason why they have 
done so well in close association with humans. A whitetail will sneak or hide 
whenever possible. Photo by Ken Durbin 

and eastern Oregon are numerous. 
Ogden, in hisjournal of November 
18, 1826, recorded seven whit'. 
tailed deer southeast of the P. 
lina Mountains. Newberry made 
note of them along the upper Des- 
chutes River in 1855. Jewett and 
Murie collected three specimens on 
Davis Creek, a branch ofthe upper 
Deschutes, in January 1913, and 
along the Metolius River in 1915. 
Mill Creek, near The Dalles, has 
sightings dating back to 1915 and 
as recent as 1963. The deer were 
reported common in the John Day 
Valley of Grant County, Powder 
River Valley and Pine Creek 
drainage in Baker County. Stanley 
Jewett reported seeing one in Fox 
Valley in 1916. Sightings were 
recorded near Elgin in 1896. 

According to numerous reports, 
white-tailed deer were once abun- 
dant throughout the valley and 
stream bottoms of the Blue Moun- 
tains. Shortly after the turn of the 
century, the population of white- 
tails apparently took a drastic 
drop in numbers. The cause of this 
decline was not documented, but 
speculation is that it was a combi- 
nation of many factors, includi 
overpopulation, human settlement 
and bad winters. 

Today, they are relatively com- 
mon in the northern parts of Urna- 
tilla, Union and Wallowa coun- 
ties. They are pioneering new 
areas to the south and expanding 
their range. Each year we receive 
reports of white-tailed deer from 
most counties in northeast Ore- 
gon. 

As they expand their range, 
whitetails will cross with mule 
deer, but once they are established 
in an area, they tend to breed back 
to their own kind. 

Whitetails are shy, alert ani- 
mals, most active at dusk and in 
early morning. Their success near 
people is probably due to their abil- 
ity to sneak; they seldom appear 
bold or obvious. Whitetails prefer 
to move quietly ahead of a hunter 
or simply hide. I once visited with 
a hunter participating in the Troy 
white-tailed deer muzzleloader 
season, and his first comment wa 
"I am seeing lots of deer trac: 
but I haven't seen a whitetail yet!! 
This was after three days of hunt- 
ing. 
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A landowner in Palmer Valley 
once told me he can count up to 'ty whitetails in his field on a 
1id-summer morning, but within 
days after the opening of bowhunt- 
ing season in August, they are not 
to be seen again until November. A 
remarkable number of these deer 
can go undetected, and their pres- 
ence may not be known until you 
find damage to your garden or 
crops, or perhaps until you take a 
walk and see tracks in new snow. 

The white-tailed deer of north- 
east Oregon is a medium-sized 
deer. The largest buck we have 
weighed registered 260 pounds live 
weight, and was approximately 
nine years old. Michigan has rec- 
ords of whitetails weighing more 
than 400 pounds, while adult bucks 
on Coiba Island off Panama may 
weigh only 50 pounds. 

The most spectacular and ob- 
vious trademark of the whitetail is 
the large tail that waves like a flag 
as the animal departs. Antlers on 
the bucks arise from the brow, 
curve backward, and then curve 
out and forward. The tines grow 'm a main beam. By compari- 
- _,n, the black-tailed and mule deer 
antlers fork evenly and lack a sin- 
gle main beam. 

The whitetails' method of move- 
ment is also a distinguishing 
characteristic. When startled, the 
black-tailed and mule deer bunch 
their feet and bound; whitetails pre- 
fer to run in a gallop fashion inter- 
spersed with powerful jumps. 

Twenty years ago, if you wanted 
to see this subspecies in Oregon, 
you travelled to such places as 
Gibbon, Troy, Paradise or Flora, 
all located in the far northeastern 
corner of Oregon. Today, their dis- 
tribution is gradually moving 
south, and perhaps some day in 
the future they will again be com- 
mon in most of the river bottoms 
and mountain valleys of north- 
eastern Oregon.L1 

,The part of the whitetail most often 
n by the hunter. The large tail waves 

.e a brilliant white flag as the white- 
tail bounds away, thus the common 
name "flagtail." 

Photo by Ron Rohweder. 

T i: 
A whitetail antler is shown on the left, a mule deer on the right. A main beam with 
all tines arising from it is characteristic of the whitetail. while the mule deer antler 
forks evenly and then forks again. Photo by Jim Gladson 
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This and That 
Compiled by Ken Durbin 

Oregon Elk Swapped for 
Kansas Turkeys 

One in a series of wildlife trades 
with other states took place last 
month. Oregon sent seven elk to 
bolster a small herd in Kansas. 
Kansas, in turn, provided 39 Rio 
Grande turkeys and a promise for 
20 more later this year or next win- 
ter. 

The elk, five bull calves and two 
yearling bulls, were taken as part 
of 16 elk trapped on private land in 
Baker Countv . The department 
conducts a number of such trap- 
ping operations each winter to 
remove elk where they are compet- 
ing with domestic stock on private 
land. The other elk were released 
on the department's Elkhorn Wild- 
life Area. 

Turkeys are being sought by Ore- 
gon fror a number of western 
states to strengthen developing 
flocks in several parts of the state. 
Part of this most recent flock - 16 
hens and 4 gobblers - was re- 
leased in Wallowa County. The re- 
maining birds, including 16 hens 
and three gobblers, were released 
in Douglas County near where 
other Rio Grande releases from 
Texas have taken place the last 
few years. 

The elk and turkeys were trans- 
ported by truck from each state, 
and the actual exchange took 
place on Ogden, Utah at a rodeo 
grounds with cooperation from the 
Utah Division of Wildlife Re- 
sources. The elk and turkeys were 
in excellent condition when re- 
leased at the end of their interstate 
journeys. 

Total indignation. It's a good thing elk 
can't speak. 
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Columbia River Bank Fishing 
Season Rescinded 

Because of opposition from other 
agencies concerned with Columbia 
River fishery management, and 
concern for potential overharvest 
of upriver spring chinook, the Fish 
and Wildlife Commission has res- 
cinded a special April bank fishing 
season for salmon and steelhead. 

The season was set in October, 
along with other sport fishing sea- 
sons for 1984 and is listed in the 
angling synopsis for 1984 and 
1985. The season was adopted by 
the commission after much public 
testimony in support of it. But 
staff analysis of the potential 
catch since then has biologists 
concerned that entirely too many 
fish may be taken from a run 
which has been below manage- 
ment goals for several years. 

Named for "TR" 
Teddy bears got their name from 

President Theodore "Teddy" Roose- 
velt, who was shown in a 1907 car- 
toon sparing the life of a bear cub 
while hunting. 

Idaho Wildlife 

Deadly "Flowers" 
Officials in Missouri and Mm- 

nesota are reporting increasing 
numbers of hummingbird deaths 
caused by red insulators on electric 
fences. The bird's innate attrac- 
tion to the color red leads it to 
alight on the object, probe its bill 
into a hole in the center as though 
it were a flower, and become elec- 
trocuted. The problem is also re- 
ported from other states, and in- 
volving various species of hum- 
mingbirds, as far west as Califor- 
nia. 

Because of growing concerns, 
the manufacturer of the "Red 
Snap'r" insulators is advising 
farmers and landowners to discon- 
tinue use of the insulator, or to 
paint them innocuous colors such 
as black or white. 

National Wildlife magazine 

Turn in Poachers 
The Game Division Emergency 

Headquarters hot-line phone nr 
ber is 1-800-452-7888. This numL 
is restricted to reporting game law 
violations and other crimes of an 
emergent nature. When possible, 
the local state police offices should 
be called when reporting viola- 
tions in their respective areas. 
Baker 1-800-452-6516 
Bend 1-800-452-6824 
Coos Bay 1-800-452-5869 
Grants Pass 1-800-452-1113 
Klamath Falls 1-800-452-3511 
La Grande 1-800-452-8634 
Medford 1-800-452-3022 
Ontario 1-800-452-2131 
Pendleton 1-800-452-8150 
Roseburg 1-800-452-0983 
Salem 1-800-452-0315 
The Dalles 1-800-452-8573 

Scorpion Information Sought 
There are at least four species o 

scorpions in Oregon, but relativ 
little is known about their distri- 
tion. Donald M. Darling, of Dar- 
ling Research Corporation in Leb- 
anon, Oregon, has undertaken a 
study of the secretive creatures in 
Oregon, Washington and British 
Columbia. "But if I lived to be 200, 
I could never cover such a big area 
by myself. I need help," he wrote. 

Darling is interested in being 
contacted by Oregonians who 
have knowledge about local scor- 
pions, and particularly from those 
willing to collect specimens for 
him. For further information, 
write him at Darling Research 
Corporation, 35180 Ede Road, 
Lebanon, Oregon 97355. 

Inscrutable Environmentalists 
According to inscriptions found 

in ancient tombs, China had e 
vironmental protection laws 
early as the third or fourth century 
B.C. 

National Wildlife magazine 
February 1984 



Bald Eagle Conference Set 
The fifth annual Klamath Basin '.1d Eagle Conference will take 

- ace over a three day period, Feb- 
ruary 17 through 19, at the Oregon 
Institute of Technology in Klam- 
ath Falls. 

The conference is jointly spon- 
sored by the Kiamath Basin Audu- 
bon Society, National Audubon So- 
ciety, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv- 
ice, and Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife. The conference 
includes wildlife films, field trips 
to view the bald eagle "fly out" 
from Bear Valley roost, and speak- 
ers on a variety of subjects includ- 
ing eagle management, life history 
and research. Also included are 
workshops on photography, raptor 
rehabilitation, politics and conser- 
vation, bird identification, and a 
snowshoe ecology trip at Crater 
Lake National Park. 

For more information, write: 
Kiamath Basin Bald Eagle Con- 
ference; Katie Ardt, registration; 
4647 Miller Island Road, Klamath 
F1ls, Oregon 97603.LJ 

I rapped Pronghorns Released 
It took a personal plea from 

Wyoming Governor Ed Herschler 
to free 1,600 pronghorns trapped 
against a fence erected by a ranch- 
er. Its purpose was to keep the 
animals off their traditional win- 
tering ground that provides food 
and protection from blizzards. 
Some of the animals died as they 
huddled along the fence in the bit- 
ter winds while negotiations for 
their freedom were underway. 

Conservationists were angered, 
since the pronghorn wintering 
area is onublic land managed by 
the Bureau of Land Management, 
and the antelope have a legal right 
to access. But the rancher, claim- 
ing that the pronghorn would eat 
public forage that he was leasing 
for domestic livestock, put up 28 
miles of fence on his property that 
surrounds the public land so the 
antelope could not enter. 

In agreeing to remove sections of 
)*re fence to allow pronghorn pas- 

e, the rancher reportedly said 
tue sections would be replaced 
next spring. 

Outdoor News Bulletin 
Oregon Wildlife 
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The Cottontail 

Sometimes the only clue to its presence is a rustling in the brush. 
Caught in the open, it may freeze, and allow fairly close inspection 
before making a bounding dash for cover. Any such sighting is acci 
dental, for the cottontail rabbit devotes much of its short life to staying 
out of sight. It is wary for good reason. This very common Oregon 
mammal is food for just about every meateating species, including 
man. 

Four distinct species of the cottontail family live in various areas of 
the state. The eastern cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus) is native east of 
the Rocky Mountains, but was introduced to Oregon sometime after the 
wagon trains rolled into the Willamette Valley. The valley has re- 
mained its primary habitat. It is the largest cottontail - weighing up 
to seven pounds. 

The Oregon cottontail (S. nuttalli) is slightly smaller than the east- 
em variety with grayish fur instead of reddish-brown. It is found 
mostly east of the Cascades. The brush rabbit (S. bachmani) is corn- 
mon west of the Cascades. It weighs only two pounds. Oregon's smal- 
lest bunny is appropriately named the pygmy rabbit (S. idahoensis). lt 
usually weighs a pound or less and is found only in the sagebrush of 
southeastern Oregon. The pygmy is the only Oregon cottontail that 
lacks the characteristic white, powderpuff tail. 

While their sizes and living places may differ, the lifestyles of these 
four species are very similar. They are all prolific breeders. A cottontail 
female or "doe" may bear up to six litters of young each year with an 
average of five babies per set. Rabbits are born blind and naked while 
hare young (such as jack rabbits) enter the world with furred bodies 
and open eyes. 

The doe makes her nest by digging a shallow trench, called a form, 
and lining it with grass and fur. She typically covers the newborns 
with another layer of grass when leaving the nest. The young rabbits 
grow quickly, and usually are on their own within two weeks. In the 
meantime, the mother is well on her way to delivering the next litter. 
The same nest, with some new lining material, is often used for all 
litters. LI 

Jim Gladson 
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Hunting Season Opening Dates, Bear Seasons Set 
Opening dates for many 1984 

hunting seasons have been set by 
the Fish and Wildlife Commission. 
This is traditionally done in Janu- 
ary as a help to those planning 
vacations. Closing dates, open 
areas, bag limits and other regula- 
tions will be set later in the year. 

The controlled season for prong- 
horn antelope will begin on Aug- 
ust 18, and the statewide bowhunt- 
ing season for deer and elk will 
open August 25. 

The general rifle deer season has 
been set to open on Saturday, Sep- 
tember 29. 

After taking public testimony at 
the hearing, the commission decid- 
ed to adopt a mid-week opening 
date for the first period Rocky 
Mountain elk season in attempts 
to shift some hunting pressure 
back to the second period. The first 
Rocky Mountain elk season will 
open this year on Wednesday, Oc- 
tober 31, and the second general 
season and Chesnimnus con- 
trolled elk hunt will open Novem- 
ber 10. 

Roosevelt elk season opening 
dates will parallel last year, the 
first period opening on November 
10 and the second on November 17. 

Opening dates for game bird sea- 
sons will be similar to last year. 
The seasons for band-tailed pig- 
eons, mourning doves, and blue 
and ruffed grouse will begin Sep- 
tember 1. 

Anticipating possible heavy win- 
ter losses in the chukar and Hun- 
ganan partridge populations, the 
commission again set a delayed 
opening date to coincide with state- 
wide pheasant and eastern Oregon 
mountain and valley quail sea- 
sons. All ofthese will open October 
13. The western Oregon mountain 
quail season will open concurrent 
with grouse and pigeon seasons on 
September 1, and the west-side val- 
ley quail season will open October 
13. 

In addition to these opening 
dates, the commission also set gen- 
eral bear season regulations, a 
bear pursuit season and an exper- 
imental spring bear season in one 
northeast Oregon management 
unit. 

General bear season will open 
August 25 and extend through No- 
vember 30. The bag limit will be 
one bear, except cubs less than one 
year old and sows with cubs are 
protected. 

An experimental spring bear sea- 
son will take place in the Snake 
River unit from April 21 through 
May 6. Fifty permits are author- 
ized, with a bag limit the same as 
for the general bear season. The 
purpose for the season is to try to 
improve elk calf survival. Preda- 
tion from both bears and cougar 
appears to be a problem in the 
Snake River unit. Last year a June 
elk census found 51 calves per 100 
cows, while a later census in Octob- 
er found only 37 calves per 100 
cows. Most of the loss is attributed 
to predation. Biologists will con- 
tinue to monitor the elk herd at 
various times in the year to see if 

the spring season helps. A win 
cougar season is also traditionaliy 
held in the unit. 

A bear pursuit season was set 
from July 14 through August 19. 
In this hunt bears may be pursued 
and treed, but no weapons are al- 
lowed in the hunter's possession, 
and bears may not be killed or 
harmed. The hunter must obtain a 
special bear pursuit permit. The 
hunt is primarily to permit train- 
ing and exercising of dogs, but 
hunter report cards also provide 
useful information on bear popula- 
tion and distribution to the depart- 
ment. 

Additional season regulations 
for antelope, cougar and bighorn 
sheep will be set March 30; seasons 
for deer and elk on June 2; band- 
tailed pigeon, dove and furbearer 
regulations on July 13; and water- 
fowl and upland bird regulations 
on August 24.Ll 

Update on the Elk Workshop Schedule 
Since a series of elk workshops began in December, a number of 

additional meetings, and date and location changes have been made. 
Overflow crowds at some locations have made it necessary to sched- 
ule additional meetings and in other instances to arrange for a larger 
meeting space. The schedule below is for remaining meetings. Those 
marked with an "t" are changes or additions to the original schedule. 
All meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. 
February 

i La Grande Eastern Oregon State College 
* 2 Pendleton Pendleton Senior High School 

8 Salem McKay High School 
* 9 Roseburg Umpqua Community College in Winches- 

ter, and Joe-Lane Junior High School in 
Roseburg 

13 Coos Bay North Bend High School 
14 Gold Beach Gold Beach High School 
15 Klamath Falls Mazama High School 

*16 Medford McLoughlin Junior High School 
*21 Bend Bend High School 

March 
* 5 Ontario Treasure Valley Community College 
* 6 Burns Burns Union High School 
* 7 Lakeview Lakeview High School 
*12 Corvallis Corvallis High School 
*13 Eugene South Eugene High School. 
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THE WAYS OF WILDLIFE 

LearnitW /' Eeriencinq 
How Long Do They Live? 

Animals and old age . . . the two 
rarely meet. 

A pampered and protected labor- 
atory mouse may reach the ripe old 
age of four years before its biologi- 
cal clock runs down. But, in the 
wild a mouse can only count on 
about two months of life. It is rare 
to find an animal that dies of "old 
age" in the wild. Animals gener- 
ally die young, long before the last 
tick on their biological clocks. 

Wild animals die young because 
they are subject to natural controls 
that are missing in captivity. One 
example of a natural control is #ather. Ice, snow, heat drought, 

jods - severe weather condi- 
tions of all kinds cause heavy wild- 
life losses. 

Disease is another cause of early 
death in wildlife. In the human 
world, diseases are mostly under 
control, but in wildlife populations 
disease is common - disease from 
viruses, bacteria, fungi and dis- 
ease passed by parasites. In fact, 
just about every animal in the wild 
is host to a number of parasites. 

Predators also take a large num- 
ber of wildlife. In fact, predation is 
one of the most important causes 
of animal death in the wild. 

These and other controls join to 
reduce the size of wildlife popula- 
tions. And the density (number of 
animals per unit of space) of the 

8 yrs 

24-301 

is1rS l4yrs 

5 mo s 

animal populations usually de- 
termines how effective the control 
is. Put another way, the chances of 
a deer reaching its second birth- 
day are greater if there are rela- 
tively few deer in the area than if 
the area is overrun by them. And 
parasites will find it easier to move 
from rabbit to rabbit if there are 
more rabbits in the population. 
Hence more rabbits die from dis- 
ease. Even predators tend to con- 
centrate on a prey that is over- 
abundant in an area. 

The bar graph below shows the 
average lifespan (how long an ani- 
mal may expect to survive in the 
wild) and potential lifespan (how 
long an animal may expect to sur- 
vive under the best conditions, usu- 

Match Animals To Graph 

Striped Bass Wild Turkey 
Bobcat Channel Catfish 
Pheasant Little Brown Bat 
Golden Eagle Black Bear 
Gray Squirrel Cottontail Rabbit 
Raccoon 
Herring Gull 
Mule Deer 
Rainbow Trout 
Mallard 20 yrs 

18 y 

T616yri6yfr 

7-8yrs 

Adapted from "Nature's Ways" 
by Lawrence S. Earley, Wildlife in 
North Carolina, North Carolina 
Wildlife Resources Commission, 
Raleigh, NC, September 1983. 

ally captivity) for fifteen animals. 
See if you can guess which animal 
from the list belongs to each bar. 

Computing lifespans is difficult 
and figures are approximate, 
based on several published sources 
and field biologists' observations 
and experience.LJ 

Bill Hastie 
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To Preserve and Protect Nongame Wildlife and its Habitat 

Many Oregon taxpayers have 
been doing something wild since 
1979. By donating all or part of 
their state tax refund to the non- 
game wildlife fund, they have sup- 
ported a comprehensive program 
to study and protect hundreds of 
unhunted wildlife species. This 
support is needed even more as the 
program grows. 

Scores of creatures ranging from 
peregrine falcons to rabbits and 
reptiles have benefited from this 
program funded, in part, with dol- 
lars donated through the checkoff 
boxes on the Oregon state income 
tax form. 

The checkoff has brought much 
needed funds to a program that 
was very limited prior to 1979. 
Now the nongame budget supports 
research and habitat improvement 
projects throughout the state. 

OREGON 

Fish & Wildlife 

506 SW. MILL STREET 
P.O. BOX 3503 

PORTLAND, OREGON 97208 

Why spend time and money pro- 
tecting and studying nongame 
wildlife and its habitat? 

All animals are part of a total 
system that includes man. The in- 
formation each species provides 
gives a wider view of the larger 
picture. All species are part of this 
web of life, and valuable indicators 
of overall environmental condi- 
tions. 

To dismiss some species and hab- 
itats as unimportant is short-sight- 
ed. Continued funding of the non- 
game program helps preserve a 
broader view and keep options op- 
en to study and understand all 
aspects of Oregon's environment. 

Look for the "Nongame Wildlife 
Fund" checkoff line on your tax 
form, and make your mark for the 
future of Oregon's nongame wild- 
lii e ! ' ' E 


