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Hunter Education 
Program 

INSTRUCTORS APPROVED 
Month ofJune-July ......... 43 
Total Active .............. 1,855 

STUDENTS TRAINED 
Month of June-July ........ 805 
Total to Date .......... 312,294 

HUNTING CASUALTIES 
(Reported in 1984) 

Fatal ........................ O 

NonFatal .................... 4 

Some new ground rules . n n and some old 
ones. 

Hunters going into some areas of the state this year are going to be 
faced with a new set of ground rules. A news release from the Umatilla 
National Forest reminded us that several locations in that forest, and a 
number of areas elsewhere in Oregon, have been included in wilderness 
designation as a result of recent action of Congress. According to the 
story, 22 new wildernesses have been established in the state, and as a 
result of this, hunters may have to change their mode of transport. 

In many areas, hunters have been accustomed to traveling in pickup, 
motor homes or on trail bikes. According to the Forest Service, all of these 
vehicles are banned in wilderness areas, as well as all other mechanized 
items including bicycles and chainsaws. 

John Lowe, Umatilla Forest Supervisor, estimated some 22,000 big 
game hunters use the areas near the North Fork John Day and North 
Fork Umatilla wildernesses and could be impacted by the new designa- 
tion in the area. So if you hunt there or in or near other national forest 
areas, it might be well to contact the Forest Service for road closui'es or 
new rules that have gone into effect. 

As we write this, Oregon has been experiencing one of the longer dry 
spells in recent years. This naturally should warn outdoor recreationists 
that the old ground rule of being careful with fire is vital this year. There 
have been several lightning-caused fires already this year. In recent years 
we have had such wet summers, the situation has not been as critical as it 
is currently. It's time to emphasize the ground rules always appropriate at 
this time of the year and be extremely careful with fire. 

Hunters east of the Cascades and in southwestern Oregon should also 
move a bit more cautiously around springs and along streams and rivers. 
The long dry spell will tend to concentrate animals near water, including 
rattlesnakes. 

A recent news release published by the department noting an increase 
in snakebites this year may not be as accurate as we originally assumed. 
It appears the individual who supplied the information was not an offi- 
cial spokesman of the American Medical Association as indicated. While 
the statistics provided have not been substantiated, the advice to take 
care is still valid. 

R.E.S. 

September-October Commission Meetings 
September 7, 13 1:00p.m. Columbia River Compact to consider in- 

season adjustments to fall fisheries. 
September 14 8:00 a.m. General Business Meeting 
October 12 8:00 a.m. General Business Meeting 

All meetings will be held at Department headquarters, 506 S.W. Mill St. in 
Portland. 
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Hunter's camp 

1 984 Big Game Hunting Outlook 

Oregon's first 1984 big game 
season was held April 21 through 
May 6. This was a 50-permit 
spring bear hunt in the Snake 
River Unit. Success was low with 
only six bears reported taken in 
this rugged unit. The season was 
followed a few months later with 
the antelope hunting seasons. The 
first antelope bow season in the 
Gerber Reservoir hunt began on 
August 4 and ran through August 
12. The second hunt takes place 
September 1 through September 9. 
Last year, five antelope bucks were 
taken by 272 hunters. Hunter suc- 
cess with a bow has always been 
low, but the hunts provide an 
excellent recreational opportunity. 

By Rod Ingram 
Staff Big Game Biologist 

The rifle antelope season opened 
on August 18 and ran through 
August 24. Due to some winter 
losses, the available buck permits 
were decreased approximately 10 
percent with 1,400 buck permits 
issued in 1984, as compared to 
1,555 permits in 1983. Antlerless 
permits increased to 140 permits 
with the addition of an agricultu- 
ral damage hunt in the Murderers 
Creek Unit. Again this year, water 
was abundant and antelope were 
widely scattered. Hunter success 
information is not available, but 
success is historically above 60 
percent. 

A muzzleloader antelope hunt 
was offered for the first time this 

year with 50 tags available in the 
West Fork Rock Unit. The animals 
are found in a pine forest habitat, 
and hunting antelope in pine for- 
ests was certainly a different expe- 
rience. Hunter success information 
is not yet available. 

The bear season began on August 
25 with the archery season. The 
bear season will run through 
November 30. The number of bear 
hunters increased in 1983 and the 
harvest increased by nearly 100 
bears. The 1984 bear season is ex- 
pected to be comparable to the 
harvest in 1983, as the bear popu- 
lation appears to be good in most 
of western and northeast Oregon. 
(continued next page) 
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Bowhunting 
The number of bowhunters de- 

creased in 1983 for the first time 
since adoption of the single wea- 
pon concept in 1979. Part of the 
reason for the decline in deer bow- 
hunters was the lack of an either 
sex bag limit in eastern Oregon in 
1983. The 1984 season will again 
provide a 30-day early season with 
late season opportunities, mostly 
in western Oregon. An either sex 
bag limit for deer will apply to all 
of western Oregon except the 
Rogue Unit, while bowhunters in 
eastern Oregon will again be res- 
tricted to bucks only. Late deer 
seasons are authorized in six west- 
em Oregon units and one eastern 
Oregon unit. 

Several units in eastern Oregon 
are closed to all deer bowhunting 
this year. These units are Cathe- 
rifle Creek, Chesnimnus, Keating, 
Lookout Mountain, Pine Creek 
and Sumpter. In addition, parts of 
the Snake River and Heppner units 
are also closed. Antler point res- 
trictions have been placed on the 
bag limits in the Steens Mountain 
permit entry area and the Hart 
Mountain area. 

The elk seasons are much the 
same as last year with the excep- 
tion of closures to elk hunting in 
the Chesnimnus Unit and part of 
the Heppner Unit. The bag limit in 
the Sled Springs Unit is restricted 
to bulls only for the season. In the 
Snake River Unit, the bull bag 
limit is restricted to three point or 
better. Two hunts have been added 
to the late season elk hunts in 
western Oregon, but the late sea- 
son hunts in eastern Oregon were 
dropped for 1984. Bowhunters wish- 
ing to participate in these late 
hunts must have a controlled hunt 
permit and have been unsuccessful 
in taking an elk in the early sea- 
son. 

Hunter success for blacktail deer 
and elk is expected to be compara- 
ble to last year, but success on 
mule deer is going to vary consid- 
erably because of the effects of last 
winter and the buck-only bag limit. 

Deer 
The general buck season will 

open on September 29. Season 
lengths vary within the state and 
hunters should check the regula- 
tions closely. 

Fawn survival was good in most 
of western Oregon and deer popu- 
lations are comparable to last 
year. The deer season will run 
from September 29 through Novem- 
ber 7, a 40-day season. A hunter's 
choice season is offered the last five 
days ofthe season in ten northwest- 
em Oregon units. This year, the Mc- 
Donald Forest hunt will require 
only a controlled hunt tag to par- 
ticipate. In the past, an unused 
deer tag was also required. Antler- 
less harvest in southwestern Ore- 
gon is regulated by controlled hunt 
permit. Permit numbers are re- 
duced slightly from last year with 
most of the reduction in the Coos 
Bay and Roseburg areas. There is 
a substantial increase in permits 
in the Medford area. The best hunt- 
ing prospects for blacktail deer 
will be along the east slopes of the 
Coast Range and the west slopes 
of the Cascades. Hunting success 
increases in the later portion of the 
season as storms begin to remove 
leaves from the brush. Good fawn 
survival and buck carry-over last 
year should improve success in the 
Medford-Grants Pass area. 

Mule deer fawn survival last 
winter was varied in eastern Ore- 
gon with severe fawn losses in 
some units. Pre-winter fawn ratios 
were good in most units; however, 
severe winter losses occurred in 
units in Baker, south Union and 
north Harney counties. Moderate 

fawn losses were reported in north- 
east Oregon, southeast Oregon 
and in the Prineville-John Day 
area. Yearling bucks, last year's 
fawns, will be scarce in these units. 

Overall, mule deer populations 
are slightly below last year's popu- 
lation levels due to the good fawn 
survival in the rest of the eastern 
Oregon units. Units with good 
fawn survival will have a 12-day 
buck season running from Septem- 
ber 29 through October 10. Most of 
the remaining units will be limited 
to five-day seasons with the sea- 
son ending on October 3. Cathe- 
nne Creek, Keating, Lookout Moun- 
tain, Pine Creek, and Sumpter 
Units and the Hells Canyon Wi!- 
derness Area in the Snake River 
Unit, are closed to deer hunting in 
1984. Hunters should check the 
regulations for season closures, 
season lengths and unit boundary 
descriptions. 

Four areas in southeast Oregon 
will be regulated as permit entry 
hunt areas. These are the Steens 
Mountain, Trout Creek Mountains, 
Beatys Butte and Silvies units. 
The bag limit is one buck with vis- 
ible antler, except in the Steens 
Mountain area where hunters are 
restricted to a buck with at least 
four points on one antler. 

Prospects for bagging a mule 
deer buck in many eastern Oregon 
units will range from poor to fair. 
The best chances for success will 
be those units with 12-day hunting 
seasons. The longer seasons avail- 
able in western Oregon will proba- 
bly attract hunters who normally 
hunt in eastern Oregon. 
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Elk 

Rocky Mountain elk populations 
are down slightly from last year 
but are still above the manage- 
ment levels adopted in 1981. Post- 
season bull ratios declined last 
year which will mean less older 
bulls available for this hunting 
season. Even with an increase in 
yearling bulls because of better 
calf survival, overall bull popula- 
tions are slightly below 1983 lev- 
els. 

Weather conditions play a major 
role in the hunter's success on 
Rocky Mountain elk. With a few 
less bulls available this year, 
Oregon's 55,000 Rocky Mountain 
bull elk hunters are expected to 
average about 10 percent hunter 
success. 

The split bull season is still in 
effect for 1984 with the first period 
opening on a Wednesday, October 
31, and running through Sunday,' 
November 4. The second period 
will run from November 10 through 
November 18. The Wednesday open- 
er was adopted in an attempt to 
alleviate crowded hunting condi- 
tions in the first period. The Snake 
River and Chesnimnus units con- 
tinue as permit entry bull hunts 
and all permits were issued through 
a drawing on August 14. The three- 
point regulation was retained in 
the Snake River Unit. The second 
period hunt in Beulah, Northside 
and East Murderers Creek units 
will again be limited to hunters 

with controlled hunt permits and 
the bag limit remains at one elk. 
An either-sex season for 1,000 
permits was again adopted for 
southeast Oregon. The elk are wide- 
'y scattered in this large area and 
the 1,000 permit holders only har- 
vested slightly over 100 elk last 
year. 

The first period Roosevelt elk 
bull season runs from November 
10 through November 13 with the 
second period from November 17 
through November 23. Hunting 
pressure continues to be evenly 
divided between the two hunt peri- 
ods. The three-point antler regula- 
tion continues in the Saddle Moun- 
tain and Tioga units. Tags for 
these two units may be purchased 
from any license agent, but hun- 
ters purchasing these tags are res- 
tricted to hunting these two units. 

Roosevelt elk populations con- 
tinue to increase, particularly in 
the Cascade Range. About 43 per- 
cent of the state's bull elk hunters 
choose to hunt Roosevelt elk and 
hunter success averaged seven per- 
cent last year. Extremely stormy 
conditions in much of western Ore- 
gon during both hunt periods de- 
pressed success. Barring the same 
conditions, hunter success should 
improve this year. 

Cougar and Sheep 
Cougar and sheep hunts contin- 

ue to be extremely popular and 
permits for these hunts were drawn 
on June 14. Forty-four bighorn 

sheep tags attracted nearly 7,000 
applications. Cougar permits were 
increased by 40 percent this year 
and nearly 1,800 individuals app- 
lied for them. Hunter success is 
high for these hunts. Unfortu- 
nately, only about half the hunters 
who draw cougar tags actually go 
hunting. The basic reason for the 
low hunter participation is proba- 
bly the lack of hounds or easy 
access to hounds which is the key 
to a successful cougar hunt. 

General Regulations 
Hunters are urged to obtain a 

copy of the 1984 Game Mammal 
Regulations to become familiar 
with any new regulations this 
year. Changes in the regulations 
are highlighted in colored print. 

A new regulation this year closes 
McDonald Forest, Steens Moun- 
tain, Trout Creek Mountains, 
Beaty's Butte Unit and Silvies 
Unit to all hunting with a center- 
fire rifle except to individuals with 
the appropriate permit for the 
area. 

Tag sale deadlines are again in 
effect this year. The last day to 
purchase a bear and deer tag is 
September 28. A change in the 
deadlines for elk hunting allows 
the second period elk hunter until 
the day before the second period 
hunt to purchase the elk tag. In the 
past, all elk tags had to be pur- 
chased prior to the first period 
hunt for the species. Tag sale dead- 
lines for Rocky Mountain bull elk 
are October 30 for the first period 
and November 9 for the second 
period. Roosevelt bull elk dead- 
lines are November 9 and Novem- 
ber 16. The deadline for all con- 
trolled tags is December 31. 

Hunters are urged to pay partic- 
ular attention to regulations on 
deer hunting in eastern Oregon 
where some units are closed to deer 
hunting this year. 

There are also different season 
lengths in some units. Hunters 
who want a better chance at bag- 
ging a buck and a longer hunting 
opportunity, should consider hunt- 
ing in western Oregon this year. 

Rocky Mountain bull elk hunters 
will find less hunters and more sol- 
itude in the woods if they elect to 
hunt the second period.LJ 
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Bird Hunting On Private Lands 
By Mike Black, Ass't District Biologist, Umatilla District 

The station wagon moved slowly 
along the rural road. Headlights 
were still on, but the eastern sky 
was showing quite a bit of light. It 
was ten minutes before legal shoot- 
ing time. Inside the vehicle the 
three hunters were looking for a 
good place to hunt pheasants. The 
driver had hunted in the area two 
years ago and was thinking that 
they were pretty close to the same 
spot. One passenger pointed to a 
brushy draw surrounded by grain 
stubble and said; "That looks like 
a good place." The other passenger 
agreed adding, "I don't see any 
signs either." A couple of fields 
back, they saw some "posted" 
land, but there wasn't any posting 
here, not even a fence. The area did 
look familiar to the driver. They 
pulled off and stopped on a wide 
spot in the road. The hunters with 
their two dogs got out and started 
to hunt. They worked through the 
draw, saw lots of pheasants and 
each hunter shot his limit of roost- 
ers. 

That same morning, the opening 
day of pheasant season, a different 
group of hunters had a less plea- 
sant experience. They stopped to 
hunt along a creek bottom. One of 
the hunters said he knew who 
owned the land and it would be OK 
to hunt. As they walked down the 
creek, they crossed several fences 
and ended up hunting an irriga- 
tion ditch. The good looking phea- 
sant cover seemed to go on and on. 
Hunting was excellent and they 
were just two birds away from hm- 
iting out. They saw other hunters 
in the area, but they made an 
effort not to crowd any of them. An 
individual from one of the other 
hunting parties started toward 
them. When he got close he yelled, 
"Get the *##* off my property!" 
The hunters tried to explain say- 
ing "we didn't know." "We 
thought it was OK," and a few 
other similar excuses. 

Does either of the two experi- 
ences sound familiar? One story 
sounds pleasant; an enjoyable 
hunt. The other, not nearly as 
enjoyable, ending in a hunter- 
land-owner confrontation. The 
kind of i cident that gives hunters 

a bad name. But, was the first 
hunt that much different than the 
second? The only real difference 
was that the second group got 
caught. Both groups made the 
same basic, common mistake. 
They did not get permission from 
the landowner. 

There are misconceptions re- 
garding hunting on private lands. 
Permission is required to hunt on 
any private land, whether it is 
posted or not. In the hunting regu- 
lations it states, "no person shall 
hunt on enclosed or cultivated 
land of another without permis- 
sion. Enclosed land may be 
bounded by fence, ditch, water, 
posted line or any other line indi- 
eating separation from surround- 
ing territory." The purchase of a 
hunting license does not give the 
hunter the right to trespass. 

A little research and planning 
should be the beginning of any 
hunting trip. Take some time to 
find out the names of some land- 
owners in the area you want to 
hunt. Remember, phone calls late 
at night, and knocks on the door 
before daylight, are generally not 
welcome and are not likely to gain 
hunting access. Be courteous, 
identify yourself and make your 
request. You might find that the 
landowner does not allow hunting 
on the opening weekend, but he 
does during the rest of the season. 
There may be a portion of land you 
might be allowed to hunt. You may 
get permission from one individ- 
ual, but not his neighbor. The 
point is, the only way to find out is 
to ask. Take the time and find out 

before you go to hunt, even if it 
was "OK" the last time you were 
there. 

When you arrive to go hunting, 
take some time to visit with the 
landowner. Find out if he wants 
you to stop by after the hunt. Are 
there gates to leave open or shut? 
Is there livestock or equipment 
that should be avoided, or areas 
where you should not drive a vehi- 
ele? Is there an area that should be 
left unhunted? (Many landowners 
hunt or have friends and relatives 
that hunt and keep an area for 
such purposes.) Are there any 
hazards to watch out for, èlectric 
fences or a cistern? Also, find out if 
there is anything you can do to 
help the landowner. Perhaps the 
landowner would like to hunt with 
you, especially if you have a dog. 
Be eager to return the favor for the 
hunting opportunity you are re- 
ceiving. When you leave, make 
sure you leave only good feelings; 
no ruts, cigarette packages, empty 
beverage containers, or shell cas- 
ings. 

Private lands in Oregon support 
the majority of our most sought 
after upland game birds; pheas- 
ants, quail and doves. It is to your 
advantage to do everything you 
can to convince the landowners 
that hunters are responsible peo- 
pie. If you as a sportsperson do not 
know who owns the land, do not 
hunt on it. Always be courteous 
and treat the property of others as 
you would your own. Remember, 
hunters are indebted to the lan- 
downers who provide homes for 
our wildlife. 

Hunters wanting to try to get to a pheasant disappearing into the bush should heed 
the suggestions of author Mike Black. Illegal trespass on private lands s a continu- 
ing problem. 
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If you discovered your car head- 
ed down the street with a stranger 
at the wheel, you would probably 
do something about it. Most likely 
you would call a police officer for 
assistance in recovering your prop- 
erty. Similar reaction could be ex- 
pected if you returned to find your 
home burglarized and your televi- 
sion set missing. In both cases, 
after the officer and insurance 
company got through with the in- 
vestigation and paperwork, you 
would also look into ways to pre- 
vent future occurrences. 

With such reactions so predicta- 
ble, it is difficult to understand 
why some folks still turn their 
back on another kind of thief in 
the process of stealing their prop- 
erty. That is the wildlife thief. We 
used to call this thief a poacher. 
The "take" of this thief may be 
worth $50 to $1,000 or more. There 
is simply no way to put a price on 
some of what is stolen. Maybe it is 
the "poacher" label that still 
makes some people see this thief as 
a sort of folk hero. Remember 
Robin Hood, the King's deer and 
all that? King's deer baloney! Here 
in Oregon, wildlife is yours and 
mine. The person who shoots it 
out of season, takes too many, 
snags it, or doesn't bother to get a 
license is a thief. 

To get some idea ofwhat wildlife 
may be worth, the state has set 
civil penalties that may be levied 
against the convicted thief. For ex- 
ample, elk "cost" $750. Deer are 
$400 and salmon are $125 each. 
The personal value to you may be 
higher. What would you pay to 
catch a bright spring chinook sal- 
mon? What would it be worth in 
dollars to bag an elk or a nice deer 
this fall? Or, what would it be 
worth just to sit quietly on a 
stream bank and watch a steel- 
head spawning or a flight of birds 
passing by? Some things just can- 
not be measured in dollars. The 
wildlife thief is indeed stealing 
something of value from you. 

In 1981, Oregon established a 
toll-free hotline for use in reporting 

They're Yours And Mine 
By Cliff Hamilton 

Education Supervisor 

wildlife thieves directly into State 
Police headquarters. Information 
received on the line is transmitted 
immediately to the closest patrol 
office for action. From anywhere 
in Oregon, any day and at any 
time, your toll-free call on 1-800- 
452-7888 will be answered. 

Timely reporting of a thief at 
work is essential. In about a quar- 
ter ofthe calls received, officers are 
unable to locate anyone. The sus- 
pect may have already left the 
area or information is not accurate 
enough to locate the scene. In 
another quarter of the calls, offic- 
ers find thatthe activity being re- 
ported is not actually a violation. 
However, that is preferable to re- 
ceiving no call at all. The rule still 
is, when in doubt, call! 

Calls come most often during 
the fall with a second flurry dur- 
ing the spring fishing season. 
Obviously those are the times peo- 
ple are outdoors and most aware 
that the wildlife thief is stealing 
from them. There is no time of year 
when the wildlife thief is not at 
work, however. Over half the calls 
received outside of fall seasons in- 
volve illegal possession of deer and 

elk. Most of the fishing-related 
calls are for snagging or fishing 
when the season is closed. 

Protecting Oregon's fish and 
wildlife heritage is more than just 
the game officer's job. You have 
a responsibility to help. Self- 
adhesive stickers showing the toll- 
free hotline number are available 
from Department and State Police 
offices. Put one on your dash- 
board, tackle box or other handy 
location. Posters advertizing the 
CAWT or "Catch A Wildlife Thief' 
program, along with dispensers 
for the self-adhesive stickers, are 
available through the depart- 
ment's Portland office. Ifyou have 
a counter or wall in a public place 
or business, please contact us at 
P.O. Box 3503, Portland, 97208. 

Shortened seasons and reduced 
bag limits remind us all of the 
value of Oregon's fish and wildlife 
resources. License and tag fees 
help protect and restore these re- 
sources. Illegal killing robs out- 
door enjoyment from all ofus. Fish 
and wildlife deserve everyone's 
help in surviving. They aren't just 
some vague piece of "public prop- 
erty". They're yours and mine.LI 
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This and That in Pictures 

A reader in Japan seeing the 
new Oregon waterfowl stamp sent 

NIPPON _ along a 60 yen commerative stamp 
60 - -. issued in November, 1983. Accord- 

VV ing to the JAPAN TIMES, "The 
stamp features the Shujukara gan 
(Canada Goose)". Only a few are 
seen in the northern parts of 
Japan from central Honshu north. 

Cal Giesler in Burns sends along 
a photo of a new sign at Chicka- 

ENTERIPJGPRIVATELAN hominy Reservoir flanked by 

I 
USTH!FLaIWIlGE Izaak Walton League members 
DONOTUS, WHEN W Eiwyn Swearingen, John Creed 

-ari - NO Ovp 
' ç:E GATE5 ARCLo$E and James Schultz. ODF&W pur- 

o, CARE FIRES chased the sign and the club mem- 
- V 

TPAVEL 4_ bers did the installation. Cal corn- 
; ;;:z;;;Tock 4 ments, "If anglers don't cooperate 

.. 2: and respect the landowner's wish- -- V. ' es, we can almost guarantee the 

: - 

V 

land will be closed" 

S 

d The high water at Malheur Lake 
set up this picture earlier in the 

-V- year. Highway 206 south from 

W. 
VV - - V---- Burns to Refuge headquarters had 

. . 

. - -V one-lane-only traffic for a while, 
.. . 

f_;_. T then went completely under water. 
--V- 

. 
T J : However, the local Caspian Terns 

:- r still were carefully obeying the 
-V* sign. The yellow line disappeared 

I beneath the water just in front of 
them. 

:- - 
, 

; 
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Entombed Elk 
An elk bowhunting trip to the 

coast range in 1982 took an unex- 
pected turn for Steve and Nick 
Gianopoulos of Portland. In their 
search for elk, they found one in a 
rather unusual place. A thorough- 
ly mud-coated and tired-out elk 
was staring at them from a large 
hole in the ground alongside a 
large stump. 

What had started out as a hunt- 
ing trip ended up being an "elk 
dig". As shown n the photos on 
the right given to us by Steve, the 
elk apparently had been strug- 
gling for a long period oftime after 
falling into the nature made trap. 

Discarding bows for a shovel, 
the hunters spent the next eight 
hours digging down around the 
animal. Finally, using a rope and 
a winch, they managed to get her 
up on solid ground where she col- 
lapsed on to her belly. Nick and 
Steve pulled grass from around the 
area and managed to get her eat- 
ing a few handfuls. After a rather 
lengthy period of time when she 
made no attempt to get away from 
her human benefactors, she man- 
aged to stand up on wobbly legs 
and slowly wandered into the 
bush. 

Oregon Wildlife Page 9 



Don't Drink the Water 

By Jerry Grover 
Asst. Dis t. Wildlife Biologist 

Baker 
For the hot and thirsty hiker, 

backpacker, or hunter, the sight of 
a cold, crystal clear spring or beau- 
tiful, cascading mountain stream 
can be extremely inviting. But be- 
fore plopping down for that first 
delicious gulp, they should be 
aware that dangerous and un- 
wanted "wildlife" lurk there wait- 
ing to make a home and multiply 
in their intestinal tract. 

During the last few years, in- 
creasing numbers of outdoor re- 
creationists have been stricken 
with waterborne diseases because 
they drank water straight from 
springs, streams, or lakes. Even 
though the water appears to be 
sparkling clean and pure, it may 
contain microorganisms which 
cause disease. 

One organism common to many 
waters in Oregon, as well as across 
the nation, is Giardia lamblia. 
This parasite has been found in 
many wild and domestic animals. 
Therefore, it can be present in wil- 
derness areas regardless of wheth- 
er there are humans in the area. 

The organism is transferred be- 
tween animals and humans by 
means of excreted fecal material. 
If the infected animal defecates in 
or near a stream the organisms are 
then spread through the water. 
Beavers are very involved in the 
transmission of Giardia. Their 
aquatic habits insure a steady 
supply of the parasite to the water 
and beavers are found in most 
streams with suitable habitat. The 
organisms can survive in water for 
at least two months, so the prob- 
lem is not limited to any particular 
time of year or section of stream. 

Disinfectant 

Giardia lamblia is probably the 
most common intestinal parasite 
in the United States and may be 
the most unwelcome guest you 
ever have. Drinking water con- 
taming a few of these parasites 
causes Giardiasis, a severe gastro- 
intestinal disorder that causes 
acute diarrhea, stomach cramps, 
vomiting, and loss of energy and 
appetite. These symptoms can 
cause serious body dehydration 
which could be a problem if you 
are in the wilderness. 

Several types of coliform bacte- 
ria are also present in surface 
waters. These bacteria are present 
in the colon, or large intestines, of 
warm blooded animals, and like 
Giardia, they are distributed by 
fecal material. Symptoms for these 
bacterial diseases are similar to 
those for Giardiasis, but they last 
for a much shorter period of time. 
Giardia symptoms can last for 
several months if not treated. Coli- 
form bacterial infections can also 
cause inflammation of the urinary 
tract and gallbladder. 

Typhoid fever, amebic dysen- 
tery, hepatitis, and other water- 
borne diseases of fifty years ago 
have been largely wiped out in the 
United States at this time. They 

WATER DISINFECTION METHODS 

Chlorine Tablets 
Household Bleach 
Iodine Tablets 
2% Tincture of Iodine 
Saturated Iodine 
(disolving iodine 
crystals in water) 
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Quanti"ty/ 
Qt. of Water 
5 tablets 
4 drops 
2 tablets 
lo drops 

Not Recommended 

Waiting time! 
drinking 
3OE minutes 
30 minutes 
20 minutes 
20 minutes 

are seldom, if ever, contracted 
from drinking stream water away 
from large human habitations. 

The best prevention for any of 
these diseases is not to drink natu- 
rally-occurring water regardless of 
how pure it looks. This of course, 
means that you must either carry 
all of your water or disinfect avail- 
able water before using it. Disin- 
fecting can be done by boiling 
water vigorously for at least one 
minute, or by adding homemade or 
commercial disinfectants. The use 
of various available filter devices 
is not recommended because 
most of them do not filter out par- 
tides as small as Giardia or other 
smaller organisms. Boiling kills 
Giardia bacteria and viruses even 
at high altitudes. Very turbid or 
cloudy waters should be boiled for 
a least five minutes. 

If symptoms lead a person to 
suspect that they may have one of 
these diseases after drinking from 
streams, they should see a physi- 
cian as soon as possible. 

Remember, although it may be 
inviting to drink from a clear, fast 
flowing mountain stream you may 
regret it later. The best rule to fol- 
low is to disinfect all water when 
in the back country. 

Much of the information used in 
this article was obtained from 
E.P.A. publication by T.E. Bra- 
dech and from "Don't Risk the 
Water" by Christine Deveny. 
Other information was obtained 
from Jim Boydston, Health Div- 
ision of the Dept. of Human Re- 
sources in Portland and Dr. James 
D. Wilson, Family Physician of 
Baker, Oregon.LI 
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Deschutes Update 
Users ofthe lower 13 miles of the 

Deschutes River, recently acquired 
for the public, will notice a bit of 
activity in some areas. Funds from 
the Oregon Wildlife Heritage Foun- 
dation have made it possible to 
start some of the fencing needed to 
protect the riparian area from un- 
restricted use by cattle. The mon- 
ies being used are those that were 
donated, but were surplus to the 
amount needed for the actual ac- 
quisition of the land. 

On the west side of the river six 
miles of river has come under fence 
protection. Utilizing the existing 
fence along the railroad, it has 
been possible to exclude the cattle 
from the riverbank. To allow areas 
where water can be obtained by 
the livestock, the underpasses are 
left open for the animals to get 
from the hills down to the river. 
Wedge-shaped areas are fenced 
from the underpasses to the river 
to allow watering area without 
allowing unrestricted access to the 
river banks. This has given protec- 
tion to most of the riparian area 
involved along the west side. 

On the east side, a combination 
of private, federal and the recently 
acquired state lands is involved. 
On this side, fences have been con- 
structed at right angles to the river 
to divide the land into pasturing 
areas where cattle use can be ro- 
tated to allow recovery of the for- 
age materials. In this area the 
plan is to attempt to keep the cattle 
away from the river by developing 
springs that exist on the hillsides, 
but may not currently provide 
good drinking conditions. Also, 
salt will be placed to attract the 
livestock to the spring areas and 
the owner of the cattle will provide 
riders to keep the grazers away 
from the river. 

In addition to the fencing, some 
planting will be done. However, 
experience in other areas has indi- 
cated that if the stream banks are 
protected from grazing, the natu- 
ral plants will recover and provide 
adequate streamside protection 
and cover. 

The work being done is part of 
the activity designed by the long 
term coordinated resource plan for 
the management of the lower river 
corridor. 
Oregon Wildlife 

CEDAR WAXWING - 
In human terms the word "gregarious" means socially outgoing 

and friendly. In the bird world it means when you see one you see a 
bunch. Some birds of a feather do indeed flock together - especially 
the sleekly feathered cedar waxwing. 

From wild crabapple tres in the woods to fruit trees and ornamen- 
tal shrubs in the back yard, waxwings tend to travel as a group. These 
berry-eating birds, known scientifically as Bombycilla cedrorum, are 
rarely seen solo except during the breeding and nesting season. They 
regroup during the fall and winter, travelling from one juicy food 
source to another, moving on only when the berry or fruit supply is 
gone. 

Male cedar waxwings are striking birds. They are rusty-brown on 
the back and breast with a yellowish belly, a black mask over the eyes 
and contrasting colors on the wings and tail. The tail has a yellow 
band at the tip. A spot of red on the wings, that resembles sealing 
wax, gives the birds their name. A sleek crest completes the look. 

Berries and small fruit, such as cherries, are the favored food 
source. But when this food is in short supply, waxwings will also eat 
insects. This they do with style. No grubbing about in grass or bark 
for these well-groomed birds. They perch on a limb waiting for a meal 
to fly by, then leap out and catch the bug in the air. 

Cedar waxwings are year-round Oregon residents, but a close rela- 
tive, the Bohemian waxwing, is a winter visitor. The Bohemian is 
slightly larger and grayer in color, with white wing patches lacking 
on the cedar waxwing. While the Bohemian waxwing favors the 
northern tier of American states and Canada for breeding, the cedar 
waxwing is common throughout much of the U.S. 

Their nest is a cup of twigs and grass woven onto a tree branch and 
supported with moss and lichens. The female lays three to six blue- 
gray, dotted eggs. During the nesting season, solitary birds may be 
spotted, but it is the flocking times of fall and winter that most 
observers can get a look at these birds. For the orchard grower, a visit 
from scores of these birds at once can mean problems. But for the 
person who plants berry-producing shrubs and trees to attract wild- 
life, the arrival of a flock of waxwings is a payoff.L1 

Jim Gladson 
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VICTOR ATIYEK 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE CAPITOL 

SALEM, OREGON 97310 

SThTEMENT BY COVE}OR VIC 2YrIYEH 

The conservation novenent was founded by anglers and un, and 
they becan Oregon's first environnentalists. They have traditionally 
held strong views about clean i1 clear , and a livable habitat 
for wildlife, and have been in the forefront of efforts to maintain 
these qualities in our state . Millions of dollars have been channeled 
into the inprovemant and maintenance of Oregon 's wildlife habitat 
through taxes on hunting and fishing eqiiiprrent, with the full support 
of sportsman's organizations. 

Oregon' s magnificent outdoors and its abundant wildlife are anong 
its ITost precious resources , and our citizens are justifiably intent 
upon maintaining sound use of their environmant. Many individuals may 
not be aware of the contributions hunters and fisherman make to the cause; 
others might not be aware that all wildlife populations benefit from 
scientific manageirent as do all of our natural resources. 

Therefore , as Governor , in recognition of these historic and continu- 
ing contributions , I welcorre the opportunity to proclaim September 22, 
1984, as the 12th annual celebration of 

and 
in 

"HUNTING ZND FISHING DT.Y" in Oregon, 

coimend these individuals and oruanizations for their contributions 

)vernor 
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Rainless weather drys up high lakes trout stocking 
Diversion of U.S. Forest Service 

helicopters to forest fire fighting, 
instead of trout releases, prevented 
the stocking of about 150 high 
lakes in Oregon's Cascade moun- 
tain range this year, according to 
department biologist, Jim Griggs. 

During the past few years, wet 
conditions in July have allowed 
the Forest Service to provide 
ODFW with a helicopter to drop 
several hundred thousand finger- 
ling trout into hard-to-reach high 
Cascade lakes. 

The month-long rainless period 
this year brought tinder-dry condi- 
tions to the forests, and other obli- 
gations to the smoke jumper crew. 
As a result, over 200,000 fingerling 
brook, rainbow and cutthroat trout 
slated for the alpine waters will 
not get a helicopter ride this year, 
according to Griggs. 

Although this will be the first 
time in many years that trout have 
not been dropped into the high 
lakes, the overall effect of skipping 
this year should be minimal, he 
said. 

"The only lakes that will really 
have poor fishing are those less 
than five acres in size, where we've 

Tip of the Hat 

This issue's tip of the sports- 
man's hat goes to District Court 
Judge George Neilson of Madras. 

Earlier this year, the state police 
aircraft patrol observed a vehicle 
working the grasslands outside of 
Madras. Due to the rather unusual 
circumstances, the air patrol fol- 
lowed the vehicle to a residence 
and directed a ground unit to the 
location. 

When the ground troopers ar- 
rived at the scene, they found two 
subjects with 2 illegal deer they 
had killed earlier in the day. A 
third subject fled and was seen 
hiding in the sagebrush. The trip 
to the grasslands area had been to 
pick up the deer they had killed. 

Judge Neilson sentenced the first 
subject to 15 days in jail and sus- 
pended his hunting privileges for 
two years. The second individual 
was fined $337. The third subject 
was a juvenile and was remanded 
to juvenile court.EI 

stocked just a few hundred fish 
each year," Griggs said. Other 
lakes will be stocked by alternative 
methods, and some lakes should 
actually show improvements in 
the size of existing fish because 
competition for food will be re- 
duced, he said. 

About 70,000 trout will be plant- 
ed this summer by carrying them 
into remote sites via backpack, horse- 
back, and more modern transport, 
such as pick-up trucks and all-ter- 
rain vehicles (ATV's) pulling trail- 
ers. "Not all the biologists have 
ATV's to use, but they are lining 
up volunteers to backpack fish in 
the same containers we normally 
use for the helicopter releases," 
Griggs said. 

Loss of the helicopter is not the 
only factor that kept the 1984 pro- 
gram on the ground. "Because of 
fund shortages, the releases this 
year were only going to be about 40 
percent of normal." he said. "The 
decline in fishing license sales has 
severely affected many programs. 
This money will be put back into 
other trout production and en- 
hancement efforts that have al- 
ready been forced to make cuts."Ll 

Noise Pollution 
Harms Wildlife 

Noise pollution can be damag- 
ing to people, but a study from the 
EPA concludes that animals suffer 
from noise, too. Kangaroo rats be- 
come easier prey to sidewinder rat- 
tlesnakes for several weeks after 
they are exposed to off-road vehi- 
des. Musk-ox may start aggressive 
butting contests when snowmo- 
biles or aircraft pass by. Grizzly 
bears altar their home range and 
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Expensive Campfire 
Building an illegal campfire can 

be expensive business according to 
Sergeant Mike Ross of the Oregon 
State Police in Bend. According to 
Sergeant Ross, most violators re- 
ceive a $34.00 citation, but in two 
cases things went a bit farther. 

In 1982, the Trout Creek fire, 
which was the result of an illegal 
campfire that escaped, blackened 
1500 acres resulting in $12,000 
suppression costs. The following 
year some $50,000 was spent to 
control a fire near Harris Canyon 
where 4,000 acres were burned. 

Investigations by U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management personnel and 
cadets of the Oregon State Police 
made it possible to identify the fire 
starters. In both cases, negotia- 
tions between prosecutors and at- 
torneys resulted in the violators 
making civil restitution in place of 
civil penalties. Restitution was for 
the amount of suppression costs, a 
total of $62,000. 

When the scenic waterway pro- 
gram was established, strong rules 
regulating fires along the De- 
schutes were initiated. At all times 
during the year, a metal firepan is 
required and between June 1 and 
October 1, only charcoal, gas or 
petroleum products may be used as 
fuel. (No open campfires)E1 

change their food-searching and 
breeding behavior because of fly- 
overs. The study, based on a re- 
view of research completed since 
1971, pointed out that animals use 
up energy they need for survival 
just to avoid noise. "The physio- 
logical and ecological consequen- 
ces could be serious to survival 
. . .,, the report warns. 

Wildlife Digest 
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A Page from District Biologist Ted Fies 
STEP In Central Oregon 

The upper Deschutes River has 
always had a population of native 
rainbow trout, but the population 

has declined over the years due to 
loss of spawning habitat, severe 
river flow regulation and harvest. 
To bolster the native rainbow pop- 
ulation and help reestablish its 

ri TT 

Sunriver anglers at work 

, 

' - - 

t 

Cormorants in Central Oregon Reservoirs 
The department believed cor- 

morant numbers were influenced 
primarily by water levels not only 
at Crane Prairie, but adjacent 
lakes and reservoirs used as feed- 
ing grounds. Cormorant counts at 
Crane Prairie from 1981-84 have 
verified that belief. For example, 
in 1981, a low water year, the max- 
imum count was 730 in August. A 
count made in mid-July of this 
year, a high water year, revealed 
351 cormorants. 

Cormorants are opportunistic 
feeders which take advantage of 
areas where fish are concentrated. 
The low water . conditions, which 
existed at Crane Prairie and other 
central Oregon waters during the 
late 1970's and early 1980's, great- 
ly concentrated all fish species and 

attracted large numbers of cor- 
morants. 

Collection of cormorants at 
Crane Prairie and analysis of stom- 
ach contents showed cormorants 
eat primarily Tui chub or roach, 
which are the most abundant spe- 
cies, but they also take trout, espe- 
cially fingerlings, immediately af- 
ter stocking. To reduce loss of fin- 
gerling trout from predation by 
cormorants and other fish-eating 
birds at Crane Prairie, the depart- 
ment used a specially-designed 
planting boat to scatter the young 
trout throughout the reservoir. Sub- 
sequent cormorant stomach anal- 
ysis showed this method of stock- 
ing did indeed save trout. 

Crane Prairie and Wickiup res- 
ervoirs and Davis Lake have al- 

range throughout the upper river, 
the Sunriver Anglers Club and the 
department conducted an egg hat- 
ching experiment on Spring and 
Fall rivers. These two spring-fed 
tributaries of the Deschutes were 
selected because of stable flows 
and suitable water temperatures. 

In late March ofthis year, 26,000 
eyed Deschutes rainbow eggs from 
Oak Springs Hatchery were placed 
in two incubation boxes; one in 
Spring River and one in Fall River. 
The boxes were built by the club 
members using designs provided 
by the department's STEP pro- 
gram. The cost of the two boxes 
amounted to $312.00. 

Club members monitored the 
project almost daily for two 
months, at which time, all the eggs 
had hatched and the fry were re- 
leased. 

Of the original 26,000 eggs 
placed in the boxes, a total of 
22,200 fry were produced for a very 
good survival rate of 85%. 

The department plans to check 
survival and growth of these new 
rainbows in Spring and Fall rivers 
and ultimately hope to develop a 
spawning run of wild rainbow 
back to these parent streams. It is 
hoped more eggs will be hatched 
next year and upper Deschutes 
anglers will someday be able to 
enjoy the thrill of catching wild 
rainbows which have made the 
lower Deschutes famous.L1 

ways supported large populations 
of fish-eating birds. They are wat- 
ers with abundant chub popula- 
tions and shallow feeding areas, 
ideal for fish-eating birds, such as 
cormorants, grebes, mergansers, 
osprey, blue heron and king- 
fishers. Populations of all these 
species will vary from year to year 
depending on food availability, 
nesting conditions and general 
habitat conditions. Good and bad 
water years tend to be cyclic and 
fish populations and fish-eating 
predators generally follow these 
same cycles. 

One additional item influencing 
fish numbers in Crane Prairie was 
the repair of the outlet screen at 
the. dam. This has prevented the 
fish planted in the reservoir from 
departing downstream.L1 
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THE WAYS OF WILDLIFE 

Learhitq y Leiieneing 

The Ups and Downs of Pheasants 
Most animal populations have 

the potential to increase their num- 
bers very quickly. For instance, if 
you introduced four male and four 
female ring-necked pheasants to 
an island (where no birds could 
leave or come in), how many birds 
do you think you'd have in six 
years? 288? 1,728? 10,368? 62,208? 

If you chose any of these, you'd 
be wrong. If none of the birds died 
and they all nested and produced 
ten chicks, you'd have 373,248 
pheasants! And that's one crowd- 
ed island. 

Can pheasant populations (or 
any other wild populations) grow 
in this way? Of course not! We 
know that many birds die due to 
predators, lack of food, weather 
conditions and other factors. Such 
death is important because, with- 
out it, a population would soon 
overcrowd its range and destroy 
its food supply. 

This activity will introduce you 
to another group of pheasanth. 
This time, we will expose the phea- 
sants to conditions they would 
normally find in the wild. As you 
read through the conditions listed 
below, calculate the changes that 
would occur in the pheasant popu- 
lation for each year. Round your 
answers off to the nearest whole 
number and enter them in the 
table below. 

Spring 
Count 8 

a. Again, we begin with eight 
birds on the island in the 
spring of the first year. There 
are always equal numbers of 
males and females. Unless 
otherwise noted, all the hens 
nest and lay ten fertile eggs 
each. 

b. In 1977, egg loss and chick loss 
due to predation was light at 
15%. Therefore, 85% survived 
for the fall count. 

c. The winter of 1977-78 was 
mild. This factor, together with 
an abundance of available 
food and cover, allowed 80% of 
the total fall population to sur- 
vive to the spring. 

d. The spring of 1978 was wet. 
Many pheasants had to aban- 
don their eggs and nests; how- 
ever, food and cover were plen- 
tiful. Egg loss was therefore 
high, but chick loss was low, 
for a combined loss of 72% of 
the new birds. 

e. The winter of 1978-79 was 
harsh. Cold, wet weather caus- 
ed the loss of 80% of the total 
fall population. 

f. Good weather for nesting oc- 
curred during the spring of 
1979. However, an increase in 
nest and chick predation caus- 
ed a 60% loss ofthe new birds. 

New Birds 
Surviving 
Total Fall 
Count 

77 78 79 80 81 82 

Answers printed on page 13. 
This activity is a condensed ver- 
sion of an activity in a teaching kit 
available with the 16 mm film 
Birds of a Feather, distributed for 
ODFW by the Continuing Educa- 
tion Film Library of Portland 
State University. 

g. Two heavy snow storms oc- 
curred during the winter of 
1979-80, causing the birds to be 
more available to predators 
and less successful at finding 
food and cover. An 80% loss to 
the total 1979 fall population 
occurred. 

h. A mild, dry spring in 1980 
allowed 80% of the eggs and 
chicks to survive to the fall 
count. Loss was mainly due to 
egg predation and some food 
shortage. 

i. A mild winter in 1980-81 al- 
lowed 48% of the fall popula- 
tion to survive. Egg and chick 
predation was lighter than us- 
ual, allowing 60% of the new 
birds to survive. 

i. The winter and spring of 1981- 
82 was cold and wet. Only 19% 
of the fall population survived 
to the spring count, and some 
eggs and nests were abandon- 
ed causing a loss of new birds. 
However, predation was light, 
and food and cover were plen- 
tiful. Loss totaled 50% of new 
birds. 

You will soon see why phea- 
sants do not overpopulate an 
area as illustrated above. 

Bill Hastie 
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Sandy River 
New Project Site 

Another unique stretch of Ore- 
gon river will be in public owner- 
ship if the latest drive being coor- 
dinated by the Oregon Wildlife 
Heritage Foundation is successful. 
As you regular readers know, the 
Foundation played a significant 
part in coordinating the drive to 
fund the acquisition ofthe lower 13 
miles of the Deschutes River last 
year. 

The new project, again in con- 
junction with other groups, is to 
acquire 120 acres which make up 
oñe mile of frontage along the 
Sndy River in the area known as 
Blue Hole Beach. This is a prime 
stretch of steelhead water and a 
favorite take-out spot for boaters. 
If this area is acquired, the Sandy 
River Scenic waterway corridor 
will be secured from Dodge Park to 
Oxbow Park. 

As might be expected, emphasis 
on the fund raising for this pur- 
chase is in the Portland metropoli- 
tan area where many of the Sandy 
River users reside. The goal of the 
Foundation is $30,000. To meet the 
total price needed, the Nature Con- 
servancy has pledged an addition- 
al $30,000 and the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife and the State 
Parks and Recreation Division 
will eìch add $25,000. 

Some 14 sportsmen's and outdoor 

Here is my tax deductible contribution to the compie- 
tion of the Sandy River Scenic Waterway Corridor. 

Check enclosed. 

Amount s 

Make check payable to: 

Oregon Wildlife Heritage Foundation 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Phone 

Mail to: Oregon Wildlife Heritage Foundation 
P.O Box 5093, Portland, OR 97208 

OREGON 

Fish & Witdlife 

506 SW. MILL STREET 
P.O. BOX 3503 

PORTLAND. OREGON 97208 

Ron Rohweder with Prairie Falcon 

In Memorium 
Oregon wildlife lost a dedicated worker and good friend on July 1. 

Ron Rohweder, regional nongame biologist for the Department in La 
Grande, died of accidental electrocution while trimming a tree. 

Ron graduated from Oregon State University in 1961, and following 
a brief stint in the U.S. Army, went to work in the Department's youth 
education program. Later he transferred to northeastern Oregon and 
became the first nongame biologist in the region in 1976. 

In writing about Ron, Steve Stuebner of the La Grande Observer 
said he will be remembered for his "friendliness, industriousness and 
enthusiasm. Beyond his dedication to his job . . . Rohweder's person- 
ality remains uppermost in those who knew him." Jack Ward Tho- 
mas, chief research biologist at the U.S. Forest Service Range and 
Wildlife Lab added, "Rohweder was a well trained and skilled biolo- 
gist. He was what a wildlife biologist should be. More than that, he 
was what a man should be." Ron was active in a number of organiza- 
tions and was especially well known for his work in bringing the 
wonders of nature to children and others. 

Ron lived in La Grande with his wife Alice, and two sons Troy and 
Paul in a Queen Anne style home they had renovated.L1 

clubs in the Portland area have 
already joined the campaign to 
collect the needed funds by Decem- 
ber 1. The tract is known as the 
Cornwell tract and is one of the 
last developable pieces of property 
in the Sandy River Gorge area. 
The acquisition will preserve this 
unique section of the river and will 

secure public access. 
OWHF executive director, Allan 

Kelly asked if we might let you 
readers know of this project be- 
cause of the fine response received 
during the Deschutes campaign. 
For any of you interested, the 
donation coupon is reproduced 
to the left.L1 


