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The Cover I 
Newborn antelope lies motionless in a spring 
cover of high desert grasses. 

Photograph by Milt Guymon 

HUNTER EDUCATiON 
PROGRAM 

February - March 1988 
Instructors Approved .................... 30 
Total Active .......................... 965 
Students Trained ...................... 419 
Total to Date ..................... 333, 225 
Hunting Casualties Reported in 1988 

Nonfatal ............................. I 

Fatal................................ O 

Kids Are The Key 

In a recent issue of OREGON WILDLIFE I talked about our effort 
to look ahead to the year 2000, and to prepare this agency to meet 
future challenges. Since that time, we have drawn a lot of people 
into a process to help the department decide what those challenges 
are, and develop creative ways of dealing with them. 

These folks have given their time and energy to creating a vision 
for a new millennium. A summary of their qualifications to do such 
a job would include such words as caring, involved, informed, com- 
mitted and concerned. However, in an earlier article on this page, I 
also said we could not simply accept the way things are now, and 
use that to project the future. 

As good as all the recommendations were from the people we 
asked to help, there was a critical element missing that would make 
the process whole - the future decision-makers . . . today's kids. To 
this point, they have not been involved. We have not asked them 
about their thoughts and concerns. And yet, they are the ones who 
will be expected to carry on. 

Governor Goldschmidt has called on all of us to think of the chu- 
dren, and develop agendas that will create productive citizens of the 
future. For the past several years, the Department of Fish and Wild- " 
life has spent a lot of time with youth. The Salmon and Trout En- 
hancement Program, our education program Project Wild, and the 
more recent Oregon Youth Conservation Corps, have all been excel- 
lent ways to bring the natural resource message to kids. 

But all of those efforts have been largely "we talk, they listen" 
programs. Now, we are planning a new program where they talk, 
and we listen. Within the next few weeks, we will be contacting the 
administrators of every high school district in the state enlisting 
their support to get the kids involved with shaping their own fu- 
ture. Beginning next fall, we hope to bring together the best and 
brightest of Oregon's youth to spend some time getting to know us, 
share in our work and, ultimately, tell us how they want to be in- 
volved with Oregon's Fish and Wildlife Resources now . . . in the 
year 2000 and beyond. 

From this group will come future legislators, community leaders 
and, yes, future department employees. Today's high school seniors 
will be 30 years old in the year 2000. How can any long-term deci- 
sions that leave them out be expected to succeed? We are making 
ready to receive them next fall. You will hear about our progress 
here in OREGON WILDLIFE. In the mean time, contact your school 
districts, voice your support for this idea, and then be prepared to 
listen when your children speak. 
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The Good Old 
Days Are Now 

Department of Fish and Wildlife 
biologists have found that the aver- 
age harvest success rate for blacktail 
and mule deer rifle hunters was 
more than 30 percent last year. This 
means almost one in three hunters 
who went afield for a deer in 1987 
came home with either a buck or 
antlerless animal; making Oregon's 
harvest rate one of the "Best in the 
West." 

Prospects are even better for 1988 
/-..in most deer hunting areas. A mild 

winter and spring has meant good 
adult carry-over and fawn survival. 
Not all areas did well - but, overall, 
the coming season holds real prom- 
ise for excellent hunting experiences 
as well as meat for the table. See 
pages 6 and 7 for more information 
about 1988 season regulations. 

Spring Chinook Bonanza 

A preseason estimate for a run of 
almost 100,000 Willamette spring 
chinook into the Columbia River ap- 
pears to be right on track. A hot bite 
in the Multnomah Channel and 
mainstem Willamette during late 
April and early May could add mo- 
mentum toward a record sport catch 
this year. 

On the Columbia River, the up- 
river spring chinook run is doing 
better than expected. The pre-sea- 
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UPDATE 
son prediction of 64,500 fish for re- 
turns of upriver spring chinook 
adults has been upgraded to a total 
of around 90,000 fish by run end. 
The early-May count over Bonne- 
ville Dam had already reach 79,000 
fish with chinook still moving over 
that first mainstem migration barri- 
er. 

Many of those upriver fish are 
now turning into tributaries such as 
the Deschutes River, where angling 
prospects should be good. Treaty In- 
dian ceremonial and subsistance 
fisheries will also be taking about 
6,300 fish from the upriver run, eith- 
er in dip-net or main-river gilinet 
fisheries. An additional 3,700 spring 
chinook will also be trapped in the 
upper Willamette River and pro- 
vided to the tribes. This total, annual 
allotment of 10,000 ceremonial and 
subsistance fish to the tribes was 
part of the U.S. vs. Oregon agree- 
ment in the new Columbia River 
Management Plan (see the March- 
April edition of OREGON WILD- 
LIFE for details.) 

Because of a strong Willamette 
spring return, the fish transfer 
should have no impact on hatchery 
escapement needs for this year, ac- 

cording to Department of Fish and 
Wildlife fishery managers. 

The improved upriver spring chi- 
nook return has also meant good 
news for the Umatilla River basin. 
The first springers to use that sys- 
tern in almost 75 years returned in 
May to a trap below Three-Mile 
Dam. The returning adults were net- 
ted and trucked around the dam for 
release upriver. These fish will hold 
in deep pools during the summer 
and spawn this fall. 

The returning fish were released 
as smolts two years ago in a cooper- 
ative effort by the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife and the Tribes of 
the Urnatilla Indians to restore this 
historic run. 

r, Check 
Your Oregon 

Income Tax Form 

Checkoff Donations 
Appear Strong 

Nongarne biologists began this 
year with a lot of uncertainty. Addi- 
tion of several new checkoff boxes to 
the state income tax form threat- 
ened a decrease in donated dollars 
that support more than half the de- 
partment program to help species 
such as the peregrine falcon and 
bald eagle. 

With almost 80 percent of the re- 
turns processed, the checkoff dona- 
tions are actually running ahead of 
last year, according to nongame pro- 
gram coordinator Bill Haight. "The 
average individual contribution is 
above last year, and we are second 
in donations only to the checkoff for 
abused children. Obviously, Ore- 
gonians were still able to pick us out 
from the longer list of checkoffs, and 
continue their support," he said. 

As a "thank you" to contributors, 
the department is once-again offer- 
ing a limited-edition, fine-art poster 
of a great blue heron to people who 
have donated $10 or more to the 
program. 

If you gave $10 or more through 
the tax checkoff this year, write the 
department telling of your contribu- 
tion and requesting a poster. If you 
did not contribute through the tax 
form, send $10 or more with your re- 
quest. All poster requests should be 
addressed to Great Poster, PO Box 
59, Portland, OR 97207. 



"WILD AND FISHY" 
Oregon Wildlife's 

First Annual Photo Contest 

Every year, several hundred thousand Oregonians go afield to hunt, fish and 
view wildlife. And every year they bring back memories of those experiences cap- 
tured on film. Now, OREGON WILDLIFE is asking its readers to share the outdoor 
experience by entering the First Annual Oregon Wildlife "Wild and Fishy" Photo 
Contest. 

Entries must be submitted by December 1, 1988. Photos by category winners and 
runners up will be published in the January-February 1989 issue of OREGON 
WILDLIFE. Prizes will also be awarded. 

CONTEST RULES 

Divisions: 
Entries may be either 35mm color slides or un- 
mounted, 8 x IO black and white prints (no 
framed or mounted photos please). Prizes will 
be awarded for both the slide and print di- 
visions. 

Categories: 
1. Wildlife- This includes all animals, fish, rep- 
tiles, amphibians and invertebrates. It does not 
include photos that show people in the scene. 
2. Scenics- This category offers entrants a 
chance to celebrate Oregon's beauty. lt in- 
dudes photos of all geographic regions with 
emphasis on landscapes. 
3. Fishing Scenes- There will be two sub-cate- 
gories in this level: one for sport, and one for 
commercial. 
4. Hunting Scenes- This includes photos 
afield or in camp. 
5. Family Fishing- The main feature of photos 
in this category should be families enjoying a 
fishing outing together. 

Rules: 
1. All entries in this photo contest will become 
the property of the Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, and available for repeated use in 
department publications and audio-visual pro- 
ductions. No submissions will be returned. Du- 
plicate slides will be accepted. 
2. Entrants may submit a maximum of two en- 
tries per category. 
3. Each entry must be accompanied with the 
completed form, or copies, on page 5. 
Forms must be affixed to the back of prints or 
clearly associated with slide entries. Slides 
should be in some form of protective sleeve. 
4. All entries must be received by the depart- 
ment no later than December 1, 1988. 

Awards: 
A total of 30 awards will be made (one winner 
and two runners up in each category for each 
division). 

Judging: 
Winning entries will be selected by a panel of 
qualified judges. 

Mail all entries to WILD AND FISHY, PO Box 59, Portland, OR 97207. 
A form must be submitted with each entry. 
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(Please print) 
Name__________________ 
Street ___________________ 
City 

DIVISION: (check one) 
35mm slideEl 

CATEGORY: (check one) 

i . Wildlife U 
4. Hunting Scenes U 

j 

f 

"WILD AND FISHY" 
Photo contest entry form 

_______ State Zip 

8X10 black and white photo U 

2. Scenics U 3. Fishing Scenes U 

__ 

I understand that this photo or slide entry automatically becomes property of the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. and will 
not be sent back to me. This entry is released to ODFW for use at agency discretion with recognition of the photographer. 
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Black-tailed Deer Mule Deer 
C ommissioners adopted a 40-day, 
October 1 through November 9, 
general buck season for Coast hunt 
units. The Cascade deer season will 
share those opening and ending 
dates, but will be closed for one 
week during the October 22 through 
28 Cascade elk season. 

A mild winter and spring have 
kept fawn survival high, and buck 
ratios are up. Overall, deer popula- 
tions are up six percent over last 
year. Prospects for the fall season are 
excellent, according to department 
biologists. 

Fewer people hunted blacktails in 
1987, but the success rate was up for 
those who did go afield. Hunters 
numbers were down 15 percent, but 
the harvest was 10 percent greater 
than the 1986 season despite wide- 
spread forest closures because of fire 
danger. The success rate could go 
even higher this year. 

The hunt will close with the usual 
Northwest Hunter Choice option 
during the last five days of the regu- 
lar season. The commission ap- 
proved about 10,000 controlled tags 
for 19 separate hunts. This is a 30 
percent increase over the number of 
1987 controlled tags. 

o 

.0 
b, 

A mild winter and spring in easter 
Oregon allowed good adult carry- 
over, but poor forage growth last fall 
led to a drop in over-winter fawn 
survival in some units. The depart- 
ment staff asked for a 12-day, Octo- 
ber 1-12 general buck season for 
most units, but only seven days in 
some areas where low buck ratios 
persist. The shorter general season 
will run from October 1 through Oc- 
tober 7 in the Grizzly, Maury, Ocho- 
co, W. Mt. Emily, Ukiah and Walla 
Walla units. 

Controlled hunt opportunities 
will be up significantly under the 
new regulations. The commission 
authorized about 12,000 controlled 
antlerless or either-sex tags for 41 
hunts; a 72 percent increase over the 
1987 tag allocation. 

Some controlled buck hunts that 
did not fill during the May drawing 
will also be open for additional ap- 
plications. Those units are listed in 
the regulation sheet available in li- 
cense agencies around the state. 

The wildlife division staff has also 
announced plans to begin develop- 
ing a mule deer management plan 
this summer to address a variety of 
management issues, including con- 
tinued low buck ratios in several 
hunt units. 

An extra week of black-tailed deer 
hunting in western Oregon and a shorter 
season in some east-side mule deer 
units are among regulations for 1988 
deer and elk seasons approved in May by 
the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commis sio. 
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Roosevelt Elk Rocky Mountain Elk Bowhunting 

luid weather also favored elk sur- 
vivai, especially in the Cascade hunt 
area, according to the department 
staff. While calf production declined 
in the Coast units, survival was up 
in the Cascades. Reduced hunting 
pressure in the Cascades has also al- 
lowed bull ratios to more than dou- 
ble since 1985. 

Biologists report a big drop in the 
number of hunters participating in 
the second year of the Cascade 
hunt. However, while hunter 
numbers declined 58 percent corn- 
pared to 1986, the harvest was down 
only nine percent. 

Seasons for both the Cascade and 
Coast hunt units are the same as last 
year, calling for four-day first period 
and seven-day second period hunts 
for Coast elk, and a straight seven 
days in the Cascades. 

The Coast general seasons will be 
November 12-15 and November 19- 

5. The Cascade season will be Octo- 
er 22-28. 

Hunters will be allocated 1,355 
controlled tags for Coast elk and 185 
for Cascade units. In addition, con- 
trolled bull hunts that went unfilled 
in the May tag drawing will also be 
open for additional applications dur- 
ing the current round. Those under- 
filled coast units include Saddle 
Mountain, Tioga, Sixes and Chetco. 

H unter numbers were down in 
1987, and so was the harvest. Calf 
and bull ratios remain static in most 
areas. Biologists say they are con- 
cerned about declining bull ratios in 
some units, and ongoing habitat 
changes in the Blue Mountains that 
could affect future production. 

Wildlife division staffers have giv- 
en notice that regulation changes 
may be necessary within the next 
one to three years. However, the 
rules for 1988 call for two hunt peri- 
ods similar to last year. First period 
will be October 26-30, with a nine- 
day second period November 5 

through 13. 
The season will also include about 

10,000 controlled tags; a nine percent 
increase over 1987. Again, unfilled 
controlled bull hunts originally of- 
fered in the spring drawing will be 
reopened for applications during the 
summer controlled hunt drawing 
process. 

T he deer and elk bowhunting sea- 
son will be similar to 1987. The corn- 
mission adopted an August 27 
through September 25 hunt period. 
In western Oregon, either-sex deer 
will be legal the entire season. Elk 
hunters will be restricted to bulls- 
only during the first two weeks with 
the season opening to either sex 
during the final half. 

On the east side, the bag will be 
one deer in units where unit-wide 
population control tags were issued 
to rifle hunters. Either-sex elk hunt- 
ing will be allowed during the entire 
season. 

Biologists note that 30 days of 
hunting opportunity appears satis- 
factory. Elk bowhunters continue to 
number around 14,000, while deer 
bowhunters are maintaining partici- 
pation at between 16,000 and 17,000 
annually. 

Archers continue to have relative- 
iy good success, with 20 percent of 
the deer hunters and nine percent of 
the elk hunters bagging an animal in 
1987. 

SEASONS AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER 
CASCADE BUCK i 21 29 9 

COAST BUCK 

NWCHOICE 
WftLAMETTE 

i 9 

5 30 

EAST BUCK 1 12 

CASCADE ELK 22 28 

COAST ELK 

iST PERIOD 
2ND PERIOD 

12 iS 
19 25 

ROCKY MTN. 
iST PERIOD 
2ND PERIOD 

26 30 

5 13 

BOWHUNTING 27 25 

Oregon Wildlife 



o- 

o 

o- 

French 

red-legged 

partridge 

released at 

f ive experimental 

sites this spring 

flew strongly 

from their 

transport 

crates and 

began immed- 

iately to explore 

their new 

surroundings. 
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Releases of French red- 
legged partridge were made during 
February and March on the same 
four areas where birds were first in- 
troduced last year, and on one new 
area in eastern Oregon. 

A total of 3,811 partridge were in- 
volved in the five releases. They had 
been raised on the department's 
game farm near Corvallis and held 
over the winter to minimize winter 
losses, according to staff game bird 
biologist Ken Durbin. The birds 
were released just prior to the 
breeding season in hopes of maxi- 
mizing production. 

Birds were dispersed from last 
year's release sites, but production 
was less than hoped for. However, 
broods were seen on most of the 

Threas, and some birds carried 
hrough the winter and should be 

nesting this spring. Predation was 
heavy on several of the release sites 
last year, especially from hawks and 
owls. The birds released this spring 
will supplement birds remaining 
from 1987 releases. 

In order to keep better track of 
movements, habitat use, nest site se- 
lection and predator losses, 20 par- 
tridge from one group were fitted 
with miniature radio transmitters 
which will be monitored throughout 
the summer. The transmitters were 
made possible through funds given 
by the Oregon Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation and Oregon Upland 
Bird Dog Association. 

The Foundation has provided fi- 
nancial support for the program 
from its beginning with an initial 
grant of $9,000, and additional fund- 
ing in 1987 to complete needed pen 
modifications at the E.E. Wilson 

ame Farm near Corvallis. Since in- 

eption of the program, the Oregon 
Upland Bird Dog Association formed 
and has worked with the Founda- 
tion to raise funds for support of the 

Second 
Year 

Redleg 
Releases 

Completed 

o 

by Ken Durbin 
ODFW Staff 

.$ ( 

L 

program. 
Release sites were selected two 

years ago in order to test the adap- 
tion of red-legged partridge to sev- 
eral Oregon habitat types. Interest 
in the bird began initially because of 
its successful introduction in Great 
Britain where climatic and rainfall 
patterns approximate those in the 
Willamette Valley. Two sites in the 
valley are being evaluated; one in 
northern Yamhill County and 

another in the Cascades foothills 
near Eugene. 

Another site was selected in Jack- 
son County where climate and hab- 
itat conditions approximate those in 
parts of Spain; another country 
where the red-legged partridge 
thrives. A fourth area on the lower 
east slopes of Mt. Hood was selected 
last year to see how the bird will do 
in some of the habitat of eastern 
Oregon. This year a fifth site was se- 
lected and birds were released in 
foothill country east of Pendleton. 

The redleg is similar in appear- 
ance to the chukar partridge, al- 
though, it is slightly smaller. This 
new import has distinctive speckled 
striping on the upper breast, and 
small differences in the barring pat- 
tern of the flank feathers. Unlike the 
chukar, which thrives in barren, 
rocky, steep and dry habitat, the 
redleg's habitat in other parts of the 
world is characterized by rolling 
grasslands with interspersed brushy 
areas, or brushy fringes of agricul- 
ture. 

It is too soon to say how well the 
bird will do in this state, but manag- 
ers are hopeful it will find a niche in 
Oregon to provide a new game bird 
for sportsmen and for public at large 
to enjoy. Several of our most popu- 
lar game bird species, including the 
chukar, Hungarian partridge, wild 
turkey and ring-necked pheasants, 
are introduced species. There is no 
reason to believe other exotic game 
birds will not do well in specific 
habitat areas within Oregon. 

The production season at the 
game farm has already begun, and 
the goal is to produce approximately 
8,500 birds for release next year. 

Ken Durbin is the wildlife division 
staff biologist in charge of department 
upland bird and waterfowl programs. 
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OREGON 
1988 

Ocean 
Recreational 

Salmon Seasons 
Quotas/Regulations 

Klipsan Beach to Cape Falcon 
Open Sunday - Thursday only 

QUOTAS: Coho - 30,000 
Chinook - 9,200 

2 fish per day, of which 
only i may be chinook 

Minimum sizes - Coho 16", Chinook 24" 
SINGLE POINT BARBLESS HOOKS 

REQUIRED 
(Closed outside 3 miles SOUTH of Columbia 

River. Closed outside 5 miles NORTH 
of the Columbia.) 

Cape Falcon to the Orford Reef 
Red Buoy 

Open 7 days per week 
QUOTA: Coho 298,400 

No chinook quota 

2 fish per day 
Minimum sizes - Coho i6", Chinook 20" 

Possession Limit - 6 fish in 7 consecutive days 
SINGLE POINT BARBLESS HOOK REQUIRED 

Orford Reef Red Buoy to 
Horse Mtn., CA 

(Kiamath R. Zone) 
Open 7 days per week 

QUOTAS: Coho-share with So. of Falcon 
Chinook - 55,000 

Possession Limit - 6 fish in 7 consecutive days 
Minimum sizes - 20" for coho and chinook 

SINGLE POINT BARBLESS HOOKS 
REQUIRED 

2 fish per day 
The all-species season 

will remain open in this area 
even ifthe cobo quota is reached before Sept. 11 

JULY 3-SEPT. 5 or catch quotas 
(other restrictions also apply) 

JULY 1 1 -SEPT. 5 or catch quotas 

C LOS ED 

Klipsan Beach 

WASHINGTON 

, ç Astoria 
JULY 1 1 -SEPT. 5 or catch quotas j 

(CAPE FALCON 
MAY i -MAY 27 

(Inside 27 Fathom Line) 

MAY 28-SEPT. i i or coho quota 
(O - 200 Miles) 

Orford Reef 

Red Buoy 

MAY28-SEPT li 

Coos Bay 

CAPE BLANCO 
Port Orford 

Eureka 

I HORSE MOUNTAIN 

Newport 

OREGON 

CALIFORNIA 
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The 
and because of expected excellent 
returns this year, and a revised allo- 
cation plan agreed to by sport and 
commercial representatives, ocean 
sport salmon anglers off much of the 
Oregon coast should enjoy the best 
salmon fishing season in a decade. 

The Pacific Fishery Management 
Council adopted season regulations 
for federal waters outside three 
miles April 8. The Oregon Fish and 

'Wild1ife Commission followed suit 
during a public hearing April 22. 

Under rules adopted by PFMC, 
anglers fishing the waters between 
Cape Falcon, near Manzanita, and 
Port Orford on the south coast, got 
the earliest season start in ten years 
and the highest cobo catch quota 
since regulators began setting bar- 
vest limits in 1981. 

The season in that area featured a 
special May 1-27 all-species fishing 
period in waters inside the 27 fath- 
om line (averaging 2 to 3 miles off 
shore), followed by a May 28 open- 
ing of the ocean out to 200 miles. 
The early, near-shore fishery focused 
on chinook. The cobo catch was 
light. 

Sport fishing also started May 
28 out of Brookings and Gold Beach 
on the south coast. Anglers from 
Cape Falcon to the U.S./Mexico 
border will share a coho quota of 
298,400 fish; almost 30,000 cobo 

'reater than the 1987 quota. The 
.port season south of the red buoy 
on Orford Reef will also have a chi- 
nook quota of 55,000 fish, a limit well 
above the likely sport harvest. 

Oregon Salmon Seasons 
Lots of Fishing Time 

coho are back; Snort catch auotas for th 

Note: The south coast boundary of 
Cape Blanco used in past seasons has 
been changed to the red buoy (whistle 
buoy R2OR) on Orford Reef. This is 

a difference of only a few miles, but 
location of the buoy is easier for fi- 
shermen to determine. Cape Blanco 
was difficult to distinguish from sea. 

All ocean waters south of Cape 
Falcon will close September 11, un- 
less quotas are reached prior to that 
date. However, prospects are bright 
for a full, uninterrupted fishing sea- 
son, according to department fishery 
managers. The prospects are not as 
bright in the area north of Cape Fal- 
con. In fact, the outlook for a long 
ocean season is dismal. 

The North of Falcon Dilemma 

Despite increased abundance of 
Oregon and Columbia River cobo, 
continued weakness of several coho 
stocks bound for north Washington 
streams will again force tight restric- 
tions on fisheries off the Columbia 
River. Scientists have found that the 
Washington coho are caught in this 
area, so small catch quotas are ne- 
cessary to protect those fish from 
overharvest and depletion. 

The level of adult returns for most 
of those Washington streams are set 
by court order, leaving fishery man- 
agers little or no flexibility to expand 
fishing opportunity. 

r ---------------------- e area 
between Klipsan Beach in southwest 
Washington and Cape Falcon will be 
30,000 cobo and 9,200 chinook. Both 
figures are well below 1987 harvest 
limits. 

Because of these low catch allow- 
ances, the sport season will not open 
until July 11, and will close no later 
than September 5. Even that closing 
date is optimistic. Biologists fear that 
either the chinook or cobo quota 
could be reached during August, 
forcing an early closure. 

In an effort to stretch the season 
as far as possible, the PFMC has 
called for fishing only inside three 
miles between the Columbia River 
south jetty and Cape Falcon. Fishing 
will be allowed out to five miles be- 
tween North Head at the Columbia 
mouth and Klipsan Beach. This ac- 
tion will focus more of the harvest 
on chinook and slow the impact on 
cobo. 

While the ocean news is bad, 
there is a bright spot at Buoy 10 on 
the Columbia River bar. Short ocean 
seasons in recent years have led to 
steadily expanding fisheries inside 
the river mouth beginning in mid 
August. 

This year, biologists expect the 
catch between Buoy 10 and the As- 
toria-Megler Bridge to be the highest 
yet, with anticipated landings of 
200,000 cobo and 50,000 chinook. 
There will be no quota on the in-nv- 
er fishery. The season opening date 
has not been set yet, but it will like- 
ly begin during the second week of 
August. 

Oregon Wildlife il 



Back 

When In 
Oregon 

1948 
The war was over. Soldiers were 

back home, and the number of peo- 
pie wanting to hunt and fish was 
skyrocketing. It was a time of rapid 
growth for the Oregon Game Com- 
mission. Hunting and angling li- 
cense sales had zoomed from 174,000 
in 1938 to 417,000 in 1948, and the 
department was hurrying to expand 
the agency to meet these new re- 
source demands. 

The change in Game Commission 
staff to professionally-trained biolo- 
gists had also resumed after the war 
interrupted many careers. 

The Oregon Game Commission Bu lie- 
tin was in its third year of publica- 
tion. Its name would be changed to 
Oregon Wildlife in 1974, but to many 
people, even today, the magazine re- 
mains "The Bulletin". Several arti- 
cies in those monthly issues 
explained some basics of the reia- 
tively new science of fish and wild- 
life management. Phil Schneider, 
then game division chief, wrote a se- 
ries on wildlife management meth- 
ods and philosophies. He would 
later become Game Commission Di- 
rector, resign to work for the Na- 
tional Wildlife Federation, then 
return to the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife in the 1980's as a gover- 
nor-appointed commissioner. 

John McKean, then upland game 
bird staff biologist, also wrote some 
articles. He, too, would rise in the 
organization, becoming agency di- 
rector. 
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Elk 

Elk hunters had a nine-day, Octo- 
ber 25-November 2 season in west- 
em and central Oregon, a November 
11 close east of Highway 97, plus 
five special hunt areas that required 
a separate application. Yes, there 
were drawings in 1948 too. 

In 1948, the Game Commission 
sold 21,716 elk tags. That compares 
to almost 110,000 sold in 1987; a five- 
fold increase. Hunters were restrict- 
ed to taking bulls with three or more 
antler points on one side, including 
the brow tine. 

Ken Durbin 

Deer 

The 1948 deer season opened Oc- 
tober i and ran through October 20 
statewide. There was no east-west 
split back then, but that year did in- 
troduce the first separate deer tag. 
There was also a special bowhunting 
season September 18-28. 

Deer hunting opened in the Tilla- 
mook Burn after several years of 
closure following disastrous fires in 
the area. Biologists forecasted good 
numbers of bucks in the clearcut 
and burned areas of western Ore- 
gon. Lake, Harney and Deschutes 
counties were deemed the best east- 
side bets. 

The bag was one buck deer with 
forked antlers or better. Biologists 
noted some concern about low 
numbers of older, large-antlered ani- 
mais. 

Ken Durbi' 
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Other Highlights 
Upland Birds Waterfowl From The Bulletin 

There was a lot of discussion 
about pheasant in 1948. Game farms 
were in operation around the state, 
and biologists were raising a familiar 
alarm - lack of habitat was leading 
to serious population decline. 

The season was October 29 
through November 2 in most areas, 
with an extra five days in Malheur 
County. Most northeastern and all 
coastal counties were closed to 
pheasant hunting. The daily bag was 
two birds per day with four allowed 
for the season. The magazine had sev- 
eral articles on the need to protect 
pheasant hens from harvest. 

The blue grouse season was con- 
current with the deer season. The 
bag was two birds per day and, 
again, four birds for the entire sea- 
s.pn. 

. 

.- 
. 

Waterfowl hunting opportunities 
were fairly limited in 1948. That year 
the commission adopted a split sea- 
son including October 29-November 
14, and December 23-January 8. The 
daily duck bag was five birds with 
lo in possession. The goose daily 
limit was five birds, only two of 
which could be Canada geese. 

Antelope, 
Bighorn Sheep, 
and Wild Turkey 

No complicated dates or bag hm- 
its here. There were no open seasons 
for any of these species. Antelope 
populations were too low to support 
hunting. Reintroduction of bighorn 
sheep to Oregon was several years 
away, and wild turkeys existed 
mainly in the memories of mid- 
western hunters who had moved 
here. 

#1 

The Game Commission hired the 
first person whose job responsibili- 
ties would focus on public informa- 
tion and public relations. The 
agency made this move after a very 
positive public response to the mag- 
azine. 
General trout season opened May 
i and closed September 30 for most 
of the state. On the coast, the season 
was June 15-October 31. 
Two "field agents" were assigned 
to begin developing programs for 
spinyrayed (warmwater) fish in the 
Portland area. The commission felt 
expanded opportunity and fishing 
effort would relieve angling pressure 
on trout waters. 
Workers completed construction 
on a new central Oregon trout 
hatchery to be called Wizard Falls. 
Land acquisition began in an effort 
to develop Sauvie Island near Port- 
land as a public waterfowl hunting 
area. Commission administrators 
hoped to have enough land pur- 
chased to begin public hunting in 
1949. 
Smelt appeared in the Sandy River 
March 27, Easter weekend, after fail- 
ing to show in 1947. Sport dipping 
permits were required then. The 
commission sold more than 32,000 at 
$.50 each. 
The Game Commission released 
approximately 2.5 million legal-size 
trout in 1948. 

Jim Gladson, 
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This story dates back to last 
summer, but its importance has not 
faded with rime. In 1987, the Oregon 
State Police and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service conducted an exten- 
sive investigation into the illegal 
taking, selling and buying of eastern 
Oregon bobcats. 

The investigation found numer- 
ous people involved in an illegal op- 

eration netting thousands of dollars. 
One subject, who State Police report 
as committing several flagrant viola- 
tions, pled guilty to exceeding the 

Oregon hunters have, once again, 
maintained a good, stable safety rec- 
ord. There were 26 hunting acci- 
dents in 1987; the same as the year 
before, and among the lowest totals 
on record. That low figure sounds 
good, considering that the Depart- 
ment of Fish and Wildlife sold more 
than 350,000 hunting licenses, and 
that those hunters spent about 1.7 
million hunting days afield last year. 

Some people might say that, giv- 
en the number of hunters and the 
time they spend afield, keeping the 
accident level down to 26 incidents 
is about as low as we can get. Not 
true. Accepting any level of acci- 
dents as inevitable takes some of the 
responsibility from hunters to be 
careful out there. If we had bought 
this idea in 1981, then the bare mm- 
imum would have been 35 acci- 
dents. In the 1970's, the number 
would have been higher still. 

And what about those accidents 
that almost happened - the ones 
we call near misses? It could be a 
bullet-hole in a vehicle floorboard, a 
slug in the dirt, or a bullet or shot 
whistling by a hunter too close for 
comfort. No one is injured or killed, 
and such incidents are seldom re- 

ported so we do not even have a 
way of knowing how often this hap- 
pens. 

bag limit for bobcats by eleven ani- 
mais and a lesser violation. 

The case went before Justice of 
the Peace Gaillard Biggs of Burns. It 
is in court where extensive police 
work can be rewarded, or rendered 
meaningless depending on the 
strength of the sentence handed 
down. In the bobcat case, the police 
were not disappointed. 

Judge Biggs sentenced the con- 
fessed violator to six months in the 
Harney County Jail with five 
months suspended if he paid $2,332 

We do know the only real differ- 
ence between a near-miss and an in- 
jury accident is the placement of the 
bullet. How many hunters had near- 
misses this past year? Did you? We 
speculate that near-misses out- 
number the actual number of injury 
accidents. So, if not for the few 
inches of space separating a near- 
miss from a hit, the injury rate 
would be higher. 

To reduce the number of actual 
accidents, we must look at accidents 
as a three-tiered pyramid with the 
base level representing near-misses, 
the second level non-fatal accidents 
and the top tier the fatal incidents. 
Six of Oregon's 26 accidents were fa- 
tal last year. 

Reducing the number of fatal and 
non-fatal accidents requires us to 
first lower the number of near- 
misses. A look at how reported acci- 
dents occurred gives some good 
clues about where we can improve 
field safety. 

1. Hunt only with a reliable and 
safety-conscious partner. Last year, 
more than half the injuries were in- 
flicted by a hunting partner. Fifty- 
seven percent of the accidents oc- 
curred at less than three yards dis- 
tance. 

2. Be certain that you are safety- 
conscious. Ten of the 1987 accidents 

in restitution to the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife. He also ordered 
the subject to serve 80 hours of com- 
munity service and revoked his 
hunting and trapping privileges for 
five years. 

A tip of the Oregon Wildlife hat 
goes to Judge Gaillard Biggs for as- 
sessing a sentence great enough to 
discourage repeat offenses, and for 
sending the message that game vio- 
lators will not walk away unpun- 
ished. 

involved self-inflicted wounds. 
3. Be safe, be seen. Many of the 

1987 accidents occurred because the 
victim was in the line of fire or mis- 
taken for a game animal. Almost all 
of those incidents could have been 
prevented if the victim had been 
wearing some "Hunter Orange" 
clothing. 

Hunting is among the safest of 
Oregon's outdoor sports, but we 
must still concentrate on safety. This 
year, let's lower the number of near- 
misses. Who knows, it might even 
save your life. 

OREGON'S 1987 
HUNTING ACCIDENTS 

Reason for Accident % of 
No. Total* 

Inlineoffire 7 27 
In/on a vehicle 4 15 
Mistaken for game 4 15 
Loading/unloading 2 8 
Swinging on game O O 

While negotiating 
obstacles 4 15 

Drawing/holstering 
handgun O O 

Other careless handling 3 12 
Dropped weapon 

discharged O O 

Defective firearm/ammo i 8 
Horseplay with firearm O O 

Ricochet i 8 

Jim Muck is Acting Hunter Education 
Coordinator for the department. 
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Although you can catch summer 
steelhead almost year-round some- 
where in Oregon, the summer 
months are still best on most rivers 
and streams. Which month depends 
on where you fish. 

A good rule of thumb for deciding 
on peak fishing times is the saying 
"The farther they go, the later they 
are." So the peak period on coastal 
streams is usually June and July. 
While the upper reaches of rivers 
like the Rogue, Umpqua and North 
Umpqua produce best in late 
summer and fall. 

The story is the same in the Co- 
lumbia River Basin with the Sandy 
River fishery peaking in June-July; 
The Deschutes in August-Sep- 
tember; the John Day in September- 
November; and the Grande Ronde 

Large Mammals 
The pronghorn's PELAGE, or coat 

consists of hollow hairs which help 
to insulate the animal from either 
heat or cold. It can set the hairs at 
any desired angle, smooth and flat 
for warmth or erect to allow the 
cooling movement of air. 

Mule deer bucks, unlike blacktails 
and whitetails, do not normally de- 
velop spikes antlers as yearlings. In 
fact, a spike antlered muley is a ge- 
netically inferior animal. Mule deer 
should sprout forked antlers as their 
first headgear. 

Regardless of the bull's noise and 
posturing, the day-to-day move- 
ment of the herd is controlled by a 
dominant female, known as the lead 
cow, which says something about 
the myth of male supremacy. 

- Mule deer change coats twice 
each year. Their summer coat is red- 
dish brown and the winter coat is 
brownish gray. 

By Nancy MacHugh, ODFW staff 
River producing a fall and winter 
fishery ending in April. 

Summer steelhead in the WIN- 
TER? You bet. Summer steelhead 
enter freshwater from late spring 
through early fall, but do not mature 
and spawn until January-May of the 
following year. So, yes, summer 
steelhead are often caught by 
anglers fishing in late fall, or while 
angling for winter steelhead. In the 
case of the Grande Ronde, there is a 
major fishery in winter. 

Restoration programs underway 
in the Columbia Basin will produce 
even more opportunities as the runs 
rebuild. The summer steelhead pro- 
gram in the Willamette River Basin 
is a good example of what is possi- 
ble. 

Did you know that 20 years ago 

Migratory Fish 
That Columbia River shad eggs 

are now being used to repopulate 
eastern rivers where the shad have 
become extinct? Some of those same 
rivers provided the initial shad 
transplants to the West Coast in 
1871. 

That the eulachon or Pacific smelt 
is also known as the candle fish? It 
is so oily that Indians used to insert 
a rag into the mouth of a dried eula- 
chon and presto! They had a long 
burning candle. 

That shed lose their teeth upon 
entering salt water? They then 
strain plankton through their gill 
rakers. This raises the question, 
"Why do they strike at fishermen's 
flies and lures so readily a few years 
later when they return to their na- 
tive streams?" Fish biologists don't 
know either. 

there weren't any summer-run fish 
in the Willamette System? The first 
"good" returns at Willamette Falls 
occurred in 1971 with a count of 
4,600 fish through the ladder. Recent 
runs exceeding 20,000 fish have 
spoiled us. 

These Willamette fish have also 
stimulated a recreational fishery that 
contributes about $1.5 million annu- 
ally to Oregon's economy. Econo- 
mists estimate that all types of sport 
fishing in Oregon generate more 
than $400 million in personal income 
for Oregonians each year. 

Nancy MacHugh, who has been the de- 
partment's steelhead program coordinator, 
was recently named assistant chief of the 
department's Habitat Conseivation Divi- 
sion. 

Waterfowl 

The density of wood ducks is di- 
rectly related to the numbers of 
nesting cavities in the area. Where 
adequate numbers of cavities are not 
available, female wood ducks have 
learned to compensate. They do 
what is called DUMP NESTING. 
Dump nesting refers to the deposit 
of eggs by a female in a nest where 
eggs have already been laid. The 
second female may not even help in- 
cubate the eggs. 

Geese usually mate for life but if a 
mate dies, the survivor will usually 
find a new mate within an hour of 
its next arrival at the breeding 
grounds. 

Swans will pluck vegetation from 
around their nest for 15 feet in all di- 
rections, creating a moat that poten- 
tial predators must cross in full view 
and vulnerability. 
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