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New Director Seeks Partnerships 
Editor's note: Rudy Rosen began his new job as Department of 

Fish and Wildlife director July II. Thefollowing, brief Question 
and Answer interview will give you a chance to hearfrom him as 
he takes over one of the toughest jobs in state government. See 
page 3 for background details on our new director. JG 

The note preceding this question 
describes your job as one of the 
toughest in state government. 
Considering the challenges you 
face, why did you leave a good job 
in Texas, uproot your family and 
come to Oregon? 

Rosen: For a person whose career 
has been devoted to natural resource 
management, Oregon is the place to 
be. Certainly there are problems here. 
It would be naive to say otherwise. 
But there is still so much that is posi- 
tive about Oregon. Most other states 
have lost the option to maintain a 
quality of life based in part on natur- 
al resource abundance. When I say 
that I don't mean just wilderness 
areas or scenic rivers. I also include 
our lands and waters that provide 
not only living places for fish and 
wildlife, but jobs for Oregon's people 
as well. 

The challenge here is to maintain 
and enhance hunting and fishing tra- 
ditions, mix in the need to protect 
species at risk while also finding 
ways for people who live on the land 
to draw some benefit from the 
wildlife resources they support. All 
of this won't be easy. I believe, how- 
ever, that it's vital to deeply involve 
people affected in the process and 
work toward an incentive-based, 
non-regulatory approach whenever 
possible. Oregon has the opporh.inity 
to show the rest of the nation that 
this can be done. 

After a couple months on the job, 
what are your early observations 
about the department, the issues 
and the future? 

Rosen: First, the department: 
When the Fish and Wildlife 

Commission hired me they were 
very clear that they believed I would 
have a staff of highly competent, 
well-trained and dedicated people, 
but we all faced a tremendous chal- 
lenge. I have found in the past weeks 
that their assessment of agency 
employees was right on the mark. 

Second, the issues: There is not 
space here to cover all of them, and I 
suspect that Oregon Wildlife readers 
have a pretty good idea of what 
those are. Instead, I'll focus on one 
overriding need. We must, absolutely 
must, find common ground on the 
major resource challenges - from 
improving hunting and fishing to 
recovering endangered species. We 
must deal with the issues together. I 
believe we can truly turn around 
most of the critical problems. 

We as a department must help 
create this common strength by 
being open to ideas and to people. 
We need to reach out in more and 
better ways than ever before. And, in 
return, we need help. Partnerships 
require two or more parties. We must 
establish relationships and programs 
that work because all parties are 
involved - landowners, hunters, 
anglers, tribes, commercial fishermen 
and so on. People need to help find 
and work on solutions. 

Third, the future: The future will 
be the product of what we do now. 
What we sow, future generations will 
reap. If we set aside old arguments; if 
we build on our shared values; if we 
listen to each other with open minds 
and a commitment to the future and 
if we act in trust trogether, then we 
can move forward solving the prob- 
lems that face Oregon today. i- 



"UPDATE" 
Fish and Wildlife Commission Appoints New Director 

A new director has taken the 
helm of the Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife. 

Rudolph A. Rosen, Ph. D., 42, 
of Austin, Texas, became 
director July 11, after serving 
more than three years as Fish 
and Wildlife Division Director 
for the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department. 

He is credited with building 
strong public outreach and 
involvement programs, moving 
the division to a community- 
based ecosystem management 
approach, and developing an 
integrated nongame - urban fish 
and wildlife program. 

Rosen spent almost ten years 
as a staff member with the 
National Wildlife Federation 
before moving to Texas. He 
sewed first as the Federation's 
Fisheries Program Manager in 
Washington D.C. then as 
SoutheastRegional Office 
Director. 

Rosen is excited about 
dealing with the issues. "This is 
a tremendous opportunity to 
work on some of the greatest 
natural resource challenges in 

the nation today. Where else but 
the Pacific Northwest can you 
find such critical issues, ranging 
from spotted owls to salmon, 
converging on state fish and 
wildlife agencies?" 

The new fish and wildlife 
director is current president of 
the Southeastern Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies, 
Executive Committee member of 
the International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies, chair 
of the Gulf States Marine 
Fisheries Commission, life 
member of the American 

Horsfall Prints Raise Funds 
The 100th anniversary 

Oregon upland game bird and 
waterfowl stamps and art 
prints issued in 1993 raised 
over $30,000 to benefit depart- 
ment upland game bird and 
waterfowl management. 

"This was very successful 
and re-affirmed that people 
have an interest in helping 
conservation efforts for upland 
game birds and waterfowl, and 
also in the history and tradition 
of these species within the 
state," said Brad Bales, stamp 
program project leader for the 
department. 

R. Bruce Horsfall created the 
prints in 1914 and 1915. The 
prints appeared as covers for 

annual reports published then. 
He held the position of Nature 
Artist at the American Nature 
Association in Washington D.C. 
He illustrated over thirty nature 
books, painted backdrops for 
the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York, 
as well as other jobs.. 

The two prints, along with 
other Horsfall artwork, were 
donated to the department in 
memory of Harold and Nellie 
Sevey, one-time state employ- 
ees. "This was a wonderful 
donation for us - not just for the 
monetary benefits," said Bales. 
"We're glad we found a way to 
display this historical artwork 
for the benefit of all Oregonians. 

Fisheries Society and member of 
the Wildlife Society. 

Rosen holds a doctorate in 
Fisheries Management from the 

University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst; and a Masters of 
Science in Fisheries Science from 
South Dakota State University. 

Bear Study Gathering Data 
Nearly 80 black bear have been 

collared since Oregon's first 
major studies of black bear 
ecology began in 1993. 

Two studies are now under- 
way: one in the McKenzie and 
Indigo units near Oakridge; the 
other in the Starkey Unit of 
northeast Oregon. Bear are 
caught, tranquilized and fitted 
with radio-transmitter collars for 
tracking. The studies allow 
biologists to track male and 
female bear throughout the year, 
study life histories and habitat 
use. 

Biologists tracked collared 
bears into their dens last winter 
for additional study. Data being 
gathered wifi help biologists 
develop better models used to 

manage bear populations. 
Funding for the study includes 

federal grants and department 
license and tag dollars, but with 
significant contributions for the 
purchase of radio telemetry 
equipment and other gear from 
the Portland apter Safari Club 
International. "Funding from 
groups like this shows a 
commitment to wildlife conser- 
vation and makes possible such 
important studies," said 
department staifbiologist Ron 
Anglin. 

Hunters in the study areas 
must have their tags validated, 
and must check out all harvested 
bears. See the 1994 Oregon Big 
Game Regulations for more 
details. 

Tip Of The Hat 
As fall deer and elk seasons 

approach, hunters are reminded 
to turn in poachers or report 
suspicious activities. These types 
of reports help bring a number 
of poachers to justice each year - 
here's a few examples of recent 
court cases on incidents that 
occurred last hunting season. 

During the 1993 deer season, a 
Newport resident had been 
cited for casting a light while 
armed after being observed by 
Oregon State Police aircraft. The 
hunter had been suspected of 
illegal hunting for several years. 
The Lincoln County District 
Attorney's office added several 
charges, including hunting with 
the aid of artificial light. The 
hunter has entered a plea 
negotiation in Lincoln County 
District Court where Judge 

Branford issued a fine of 
$1,000, two years suspension of 
hunting privileges, five years 
probation (including no 
possession of firearms or being 
in woods during game season), 
forfeited two rifles and lights, 
and a sentence of ten days in 
jail which starts the opening 
day of the 1994 deer season. 

In another case, two subjects 
went hunting last elk season 
near Florence, but only one 
had a valid elk tag. The tag 
holder was an elderly man 
who didn't think he could hit 
the elk, so his friend started 
shooting and wounded two 
elk. The shooter pled guilty in 
Florence Justice Court where 
he was fined $400 and his 
hunting license was suspended 
for life. 
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Il's a stock pond like many others. 
The water is a deep, rich brown, 

as is the well-traveled mud that cir- 
cies it. Outside the ring of mud, what 
little vegetation still exists is cropped 
short, mute testimony to the reality 
of cattle country. Cattle must have 
water arid they wifi spend much, if 
not most of their time near its source. 

Outside a forty-yard radius of the 
pond the grass is thick and tall; as is 
the rest of the range. Seen from the 
air the pond would look like a two- 
color bullseye. Glossy brown center 
surrounded by rings of muddy 
brown, light green and dark green. 
These are springtime colors; later in 
the summer an artist painting it 
would need only a few shades of 
brown. 

Like many stock ponds in eastern 
Oregon, this one is used by wildlife, 
but not many and not often. There is 
no cover and the water quality 
declines rapidly as spring turns to 
summer. 

It is a stock pond like many others, 
except that in a year or so, thanks to 
a creative approach by the owner 
and to some financial help from the 
Oregon Watershed Health Program, 
it will look quite a bit different. It will 
be surrounded by vegetation. 
Upland birds will nest nearby and its 
clear waters will attract mule deer 
and white-tailed deer as well as elk. 
Waterfowl will stop in on a regular 
basis and perhaps establish nests in 
the area. Livestock will be kept away 
from the pond, and others like it by a 
series of fences. Most amazing of all, 
the range will support more cattle 
than ever. 

The pond is situated on upland 
grassy slopes which overlook the 
Wallowa Valley and Wallowa River. 
To the north, the slopes drop off into 
Dry Creek, to which the cattle have 
historically retreated in the late sum- 
mer months. 

Though it is still in relatively good 
shape, Dry Creek shows that cattle 
do not walk lightly on the land. 

It has been that way for decades, 
ranch owner/manager Jeff Oveson 
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explains. The Ovesons put cattle on the 
uplands in the spring where they fed 
on the grasses and watered in the 
ponds. Gradually, as the grasses were 
eaten and the pond water dried up, he 
and his family moved their cattle 
down into the riparian zone along Dry 
Creek 

Now, with financial help from 
Oregon's Watershed Health Program, 
Oveson has plans for changes that wifi 
benefit his livestock, local wildlife and 
the water quality of Dry Creek and the 
Wallowa River as well. 

"Our plan is to divide these uplands, 
which are presently fenced into 10 pas- 
tures, into 20 with cross fencing. We'll 
then practice cell grazing, which 
involves intensive grazing of the small- 
er pieces of ground. The idea behind it 
is to graze all the vegetation equally. In 
the past we moved the cattle off a piece 
of ground pretty quickly to keep them 
from overgrazing it. But we learned 
that they just slicked off the most suc- 
culent native grasses and allowed the 
less desirable species to proliferate. 

By forcing the cattle to use a smaller 
piece of ground for a short period we 
can insure that all the vegetation is 
taken down pretty equally, giving the 
native species the same opportunity to 
rebound. 

Because we're using several smaller 
pieces of territory we can control the an- 
imals carefully enough to allow strong 
regrowth before cattle get back on." 

Over time, this intensive grazing 
plan will improve the health of the 
range land, both in species composi- 
tion and in percentage of bare ground. 
Using the range evenly with less travel 
to water sources also means the cattle 
spend more time eating and gain more 
weight. 

Division of the pastures into smaller 
chunks is dependent upon being able 
to provide water to them and there are 
not that many ponds. So Oveson wifi 
fence off the stock ponds, leaving them 
for use by wildlife, and pump water 
from the valley floor into a 20,000 gal- 
in cistern in the uplands more than a 
mile away. Water will flow from the 
cistern by gravity to a series of water- 

ing sites on the uplands. By providing 
water to the upland pastures, the 
Ovesons wifi be able to keep their cat- 
fie on the grass-covered hillsides with- 
out sending them down into the vul- 
nerable riparian areas along Dry 
Creek. This will benefit resident trout 
as well as the native steelhead. 

The result, said Watershed Health 
Field Team Leader Lew Wallenmeyer, 
will improve the water quality of Dry 
Creek and the Wallowa River as well. 

"This is what the Watershed Health 
Program is all about;" Wallenmeyer 
explained, "the state providing a little 
money and a little expertise to 
landowners who have the foresight 
and the desire to do things for the 
good of the environment in general 
and for water quality in particular." 

District Wildlife Biologist Vic 
Coggins of the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife in Enterprise is solid- 
ly behind the project as well. "I think 
wildlife use of those stock ponds wifi 
increase rapidly once the cattle are 
fenced off and the vegetation begins to 
return. Deer, elk and many bird species 
will use them heavily." 

There are other facets to Oveson's 
cooperation with the Watershed 
Health Program as well. 

"Jeff Oveson is also working with us 
to reduce his dependence on flood irri- 
galion in his bottom land fields," said 
Wallenmeyer. "He'll be using gated 
pipe and sprinkler systems in a 
demonstration project that should 
reduce his water usage and may result 
in a net return of water to the Wallowa 
River." 

"We want to do things right," said 
Oveson. "We want to run the ranch in 
a holistic fashion that will benefit the 
environment and allow us to make a 
living as well. But like every rancher 
we have to be aware of the bottom 
line. If a project is not economically 
feasible, it's impossible. 

"Part of the beauty of the Watershed 
Health Program is that it provides 
some funding support for experiments 
like ours that might make a lot of dif- 
ference in water quality in the long 
run," Oveson said. 



Bobca t 

IILII; 
Oregon Wildlife's Camera Gets Candid 

Apicture's worth a thousand 
words, so the saying goes. But 

as would-be wildlife photographers 
know, good pictures of critters in the 
wild are hard to get. 

"Technology allows us to do things 
we've never been able to do before," 
said Terry Farrell, department biolo- 
gist in Roseburg. He used several 
small 35mm all-weather cameras, 
mounted to trees and attached to 
computerized, infrared triggers. 
"They work 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week and never complain a 

By Randy Henry 

bit about heavy snows, freezing rain 
or sub-zero temperatures." 

Starting last January biologists 
used road-killed deer as bait, hang- 
ing them from trees in remote loca- 
fions in the central Cascades. The 
camera and trigger, both available 
through mail-order sporting maga- 
zines, can be set to take pictures for a 
certain period of each day, and can 
be programmed to take pictures after 
a given number of triggers. 

For example, Farrel found that one 
site drew many ravens in the after- 

noon, quickly burning a whole roll of 
film. A computer in the trigger mech- 
anism retained the date and time of 
each trigger event, which was then 
downloaded into a personal comput- 
er and analyzed. By resetting the 
trigger unit to be active from dusk 
until morning, the raven problem 
was eliminated. 

"The following pictures give us 
hard evidence what is in the area, 
which helps us to make better 
management decisions," said 
Farrell. 
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Marten Raven 

Bobcat 
Aforest service infrared-triggered video camera shows similarfootage ofa Bobcatfeeding on deer carcass. 
When a coyote comes along, the cat atfirst keeps the dog away but eventually lets itfeed on the same car- 
cass. 

Raven 
Many sites drew ravens, camp robbers and other birds too. 

Marten 
This site, near Diamond Lake, drew several Martens. The infrared emitter can be seen just over the animal's 
head. 

Fox 
Fresh snow and easy meat drew this red fox to the camera. 

Golden Eagle 
Not too proud for an easy meal. 

Testing - Biologist Mike Black tests the set up. Heavy snow and low hanging branches could trigger the 
camera. 

Golden Eagle 
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Red Fox 
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Cedar 
Island 
Proj ect 

The Restoration and Enhancement Program funds a warmwater fish project 

Smce it began in 1988, the 
Restoration and Enhance- 

ment Program has awarded 
more than $17 million in 
grants. Many of those grants 
have been matched or exceed- 
ed by other project partici- 
pants. Total dollars spent on 
projects far exceed the actual 
R & E expenditure. Volunteer 
labor is a big part of the 
equation in many projects as 
well. 

Recently, the City of West 
Linn, 45 Oregon Bass and 
Panfish Club volunteers and 
Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife joined forces to 
enhance the public access and 
warm water fishery near Cedar 
Island in the Willamette 
River. 

West Linn provided concrete 
and containers for use as 
anchors, and a local Christmas 
tree farmer provided 300 trees 
to act as submerged structure. 
Oregon Bass and Panfish Club 
members volunteered nearly 
165 hours to prepare and sink 
the new fish structure. A 
$27,500 R & E Grant paid for 
floating pedestrian bridges to 
allow access to the island and 
for construction of fishing plat- 
forms on the island. The recent- 
ly placed trees will help attract 
a variety of fish species to 
within casting range of the 
platforms. 

Story & Photos By Pat Wray 

Thefirst order ofbusiness is to cable several trees together. 
This artificial structure will provide cover and concealment for 
fish, who will congregate nearby. 

"You'll see people catching 
largemouth and smallmouth 
bass, crappie, bluegill, pump- 
kinseed and perch in that 
area," said Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife fish biolo- 
gist Kin Daily, who oversaw 
the project. 

Al Smith, staff warmwater 
fish biologist for the Oregon 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, put the project into 
perspective. "We know that 
there are fewer and fewer 
anglers and that we are not 
replacing them with kids. It's 
getting harder and harder to 
find a place to fish near an 
urban area, especially if you 
don't have a boat. 

"The Cedar Island project 
provided a perfect marriage of 
the City of West Linn to our 
department. We had the exper- 
tise and some financial aid 
through the Restoration and 
Enhancement Board. The coun- 
ty had the ability to manage 
the facility through their park 
system, which we would not 
have been able to do. Between 
the two of us and with a lot of 
help from the Oregon Bass and 
Panfish Club, we were able to 
make a lot of fishing opportu- 
nities available to folks around 
Portland, adults and kids 
alike," Smith said. ? 
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While trees are being cabled together, concrete weights are being poured. These 
will anchor the trees in place. 

Then the weights are transported to the water 
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where they are loaded onto a boat... 

and transported ,along with the trees, to the drop site. 

where they will become part of the underwater topography and attract 
warm water fish to a site accessible by boat and bank anglers (see fishing plat- 
form in background.) 



Collaring 

B lackta ils 

Story And Photos 
By Randy Henry 

Fresh, slushy snow covered the 
roughly graded logging road 

which skirted the border of Crater 
Lake National Park. Huddled below 
a tall stand of Douglas fir, a dark, 
shadowed form caused the driver of 
the pickup to come to a quick halt. 
"There, laying down by the log - 
that's one of 'em," said the young 
man. 

Sure enough, there it was -a small 
doe with a white band around its 
neck. No, it wasn't some strange new 
hybrid. Just a blacktail deer with the 
latest fashion accessory -a radio 
telemetry collar, courtesy of the 
Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. 

Department biologists and a large 
crew of eager volunteers from the 
Oregon Hunters Association have 
had a busy spring putting collars on 
dozens of black-tailed deer in south- 
west Oregon. Over the next three 
years, volunteers wifi spend upward 
of 20,000 hours helping biologists 
catch and collar some 300 bucks and 
does of all ages throughout the south- 
em Cascade Mountains. Collared 
deer wifi be monitored as they go 
about their daily routines of finding 
food, having babies, living and dying. 

Biologists embark 
on extensive five-year 

study ofblack-tailed deer 

A radio-collared 
black-fail doe runs 
into the foresf 
after becoming the 
newest subject of 
the black-tail deer 
study. 

"We have good information on 
mortality rates for fawns, and our 
yearly counts can show us popula- 
lion trends and herd composition. 
What we don't have - and what this 
study will help us learn -is mortality 
rates for each age class of blacktail," 
said John Thiebes, biologist adminis- 
tering the study in the mountains 
east of Central Point. 

In addition, Thiebes will track deer 
movement to help identify key win- 
ter ranges, fawning areas and migra- 
lion corridors. This information will 
help the department work with the 
U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land 
Management and private landown- 
ers on improving and protecting 
habitat. 

"This is a thorough, comprehen- 
sive study that will answer a lot of 
questions. It covers several habitat 
types, from old Douglas fir to oak 
savanna hills. The hard part will be 
capturing all the deer," he said. 

Capturing the deer, for the most 
part, has turned out to be somewhat 
routine. The first effort came in early 
April when Oregon teamed with 
California and a hired helicopter 
crew. Biologists strung a long "drive 
net" across a hillside dotted with 
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The "mod fied clover trap" folds down to hold the 
animal so it can't hurt itself or the biologists. 

stands of oak and brush. The hell- 
copter herded the deer into the net, 
where a crew attached the collar, 
checked teeth and physical condi- 
tion, attached an eartag, then 
released the deer as quickly as possi- 
ble. In all, 16 blacktails received new 
neckware this way, which got the 
study off to a quick start. 

But work in heavily forested areas 
required a more traditional, labor 
intensive capture method. Thiebes 
borrowed a trap design used in other 
states for deer trapping and enlisted 
the help of local high school shop 
classes to build dozens of these mod- 
ified "clover" traps. 

While the school worked on traps, 
Maine college student Mark 
Dufresne began an internship with 
the department as the deer trap coor- 
dinator. He identified heavily used 
deer trails that would be good trap 
sites, then placed a pile of salt there 
day after day. If the site consistently 
drew deer, a trap came next. 

The clover trap is a 3 by 5-foot 
cage, but with netting instead of wire 
mesh or bars. A string tied to a 
mouse trap holds the trap door open. 
A strand of fish line tied to the trig- 
ger extends to another strand strung 

Mark Dufresne works with Oregon 
Hunter Association volunteer and 
biologist to tag a young black-tail 
doe. 

A mouse trap serves 
as a trigger for 
the trap. 
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over the salt. A deer enters the trap, 
licks the salt, breaks the line, triggers 
the trap which releases a string that 
drops the front door like a curtain. 

Of course, deer aren't the only ani- 
mals attracted to salt. Six elk have 
wandered in - and easily broke 
through - different traps. Even a por- 
cupine, a marten and a young cow 
set off the trap. All were released 
unharmed. 

Fishing line serves as the trigger. It is tied to the 
mouse trap trigger mounted on top ofthe cage. 

Department workers trained a 
crew of volunteers at the beginning 
of the study to help biologists check 
and maintain the traps. "This is a 
project that we simpiy couldn't do 
without the volunteer help, and the 
Rogue Valley Chapter of the Oregon 
Hunters Association members are 
putting a huge amount of time into 
it," said Thiebes. OHA, along with 
the North American Black-tailed 

Deer Foundation and the Portland 
Chapter of Safari Club International 
have also donated funds to help buy 
trap materials and a dart gun for the 
project. 

Thiebes hopes to have 80 deer col- 
lared after the first year, and he's 
well on his way. Some of the traps 
will be moved north toward 
Roseburg where biologists hope to 
collar 60 deer by next spring. 

A young buck receives its radio telemetry collar. 

Off and running - the whole process takes just afew minutes. Then the blindfold is pulled and the deer 
released. 
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Oregon's Access and Habitat Board 

Creativity and commitment 
have been the bywords of 

Oregon's Access and Habitat Board 
in the months since its first meeting 
in November, 1993. 

Commitment is reflected not only 
in the efforts of the unpaid members 
of the board but in the long hours 
donated by regional advisory coun- 
cils. Participating landowners, too, 
are work- 
ing hard to 
get projects 
on the 
ground. 

Creativity 
can be seen 
in many of 
the projects 
already 
approved, 
which use 
A&H funds 
to under- 
write 
improve- 
ments in 
wildlife 
habitat 
ANDin 
public access to private land. Several 
of these projects have blazed new 
trails in Oregon. 

A new travel management plan 
recently implemented in northwest 
Oregon is a good example. Some 
local landowners have been restrict- 
ing public access to their lands to 
control trespass problems, vandalism 
and unauthorized dumping. This 
project will fund signs, communica- 
tions equipment and security patrols 
to control problems on affected lands 
during deer and elk seasons while 
allowing public hunting. 

In northeast Oregon, Access and 

By Pat Wray 

Landowners & Hunters 
Togetherfor Wi1dlfe 

ance with its charter, to further its 
efforts on behalf of wildlife and pub- 
lic access. On July 30, the Board, in 
cooperation with the Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation, sponsored 
an auction of five deer and elk hunts. 
The auction raised more than 
$21,000. 

Department Wildlife Division 
Chief Jim Creer Director Rudy Rosen 

has high 
hopes for 
the Access 
and 
Habitat 
Board. 
"Our need 

Habitat funds have been used to hire 
hazers, people who will move elk 
away from crops in an effort to mini- 
mize long term damage and get elk 
back on public lands. 

In more traditional efforts, A&H 
funds have been used to eradicate 
weeds and erect fences to protect 
wildlife winter range as well as to 
protect crops from wildlife deprada- 
tion. The board has also supported 
seeding, development of water 
sources, controlled burns, mowing 
and wetland renewal. 

In addition, the Access and Habitat 
Board is raising money, in accord- 

for 
improved 
wildlife 
habitat 
and public 
access to 
private 
land is 
obvious," 
he said. 
"And 
those are 
the two 

cornerstones of the Access and 
Habitat legislation. But we hope that 
the board will be even more influen- 
tial. We hope the A&H Board will 
serve as a bridge to improved rela- 
tions between the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, hunters and the 
landowners who are so important to 
the well being of Oregon's wildlife," 
Greer said. - 
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The Good 
Imight not be a jackpot, but the 
silver flowing into certain coastal 

and Columbia River fish hatcheries 
has fishery managers smiling. 

'The hatchery returns for coho 
salmon in the Columbia system 
appear to be at least twice as high as 
we originally anticipated," said Rich 
Berry, fish propagation director for 
the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. The larger run, combined 
with an early rain, brought good 
numbers of coho into several hatcher- 
ies and allowed fishery managers to 
open the Columbia River and the 
North Fork Nehalem to coho fishing 
Sept. 17. 

This year's coho run was projected 
to be the worst on record - so bad that 
for the first time ever, no coho fishing 
was allowed in the ocean from the 
California to the Canadian Border. 

When you consider those factors, 
having this much return this early is 
good news," said 
Berry. 'Our 
estimates were 
based on returns 
of jacks - salmon 
that spent a 
summer at sea - 
last year to 
hatcheries. The 
numbers were 
incredibly low - 
off the scale. With 
numbers so small, 
we knew our 
estimates were 
tenuous at best." 

As of September 
25, 22,168 coho 
had returned to 

News 
Is... 

Hatchery coho returns to 
the Columbia River are 

twice as large as forecast. 
However, even with the 

larger run, it's still one of 
the smallest in history. 

Story & Photos By Randy Henry 

Bonneville Hatchery - about haM of 
what biologists now expect to return 
to Bonneville. That beats last years 
record low Bonneville return of 8,709 
by a long shot, and will ensure 
adequate egg production for next 
year, said Berry. With enough fish at 
the hatchery, fishery managers were 
able to open the popular Buoy 10 
Columbia River coho fishery last 
week. 

At Nehalem Hatchery, 1,233 coho 
had returned by September 25, which 
is very early in the season compared 
to a typical year. So again, it looks like 
an adequate return here. And again, 
fishery managers re-opened the north 
fork of the Nehalem River to fishing. 
"We know we'll meet our needs so we 
are glad to be able to provide some 
angling opportunity," said Berry. 

Biologists are watching other rivers 
which have releases of hatchery coho. 
If those returns improve, they could 
be opened to coho angling, too. These 

rivers include the 
Sandy, North Fork 
Umpqua, Fall 
Creek and Tenmile 
Creek near 
Lakeside. 

Rivers with runs 
of wild coho will 
likely not be 
opened, said Berry. 
"It's still too early to 
tell what's going on 
with the wild fish. 
The spawning 
ground surveys are 
made in November, 
December and 
January, so it will 
be February before 

Coho salmon spawning at Bonneville Hatchery 
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we have the numbers tallied." Instead 
of being concerned about urderesti- 
mating the run size, Berry is hopeful 
that returns remain better than 
expected. "The best situation would 
certainly be that these wild runs are 
stronger than we had anticipated. 
Maybe we can reseed some of these 
areas that have had low escapement 
for a number of years." 

Based on last year's returns, fishery 
managers estimate some 125,000 wild 
coho will return to spawning beds this 
fall, compared to a minimum goal of 
200,000 and a return last year of 
170,000 after harvest. Columbia River 
hatthery returns, originally set at 
53,000, could now surpass 100,000. 

The irony with the higher returns, 
says Berry, is that in a year when 
virtually no fishing was allowed, there 
may be surpluses of fish at the hatch- 
enes. The surpluses might seem large 
to some, but you have to remember 
that its without any ocean fishing at 
all. All of those surpluses and more 
could easily have been harvested in a 
few days of good sport and commer- 
cial fishing,' said Berry. 'Allowing 
fishing to occur could have seriously 
jeopardized hatchery and wild fish 
programs in the long run," he said. 
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Year 

Bonneville Hatchery Returns 
s 1991 return ..................................................... 25,096 
. 1992 return ..................................................... 14,578 
. 1993 return ..................................................... 8,709 
. 1994 (by 9/25 - about 55% of return) ........ 22,168 

Bonneville Hatchery 
personnel dig into the mix 
ofcoho and chinook salmon 
recently returned to the 
hatchery. Hatchery 
Manager Dan Barrett says 
he expects more than 
enough coho to meet 
production goals, but he 
will again have to borrow 
from other Columbia River 
system hatcheries to meet 
chinook production goals. 

54 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 

Year 

Total Columbia River Returns 
. 1993 final count ........................................... 72,000 
. 1994 pre-season forecast ............................. 53,000 
. 1994 in-season assessment ........................ 100,000 
. 1984-93 average ........................................... 278,000 
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In vest Oregon 
Wildlife Heritage 

Sales ofOregon gamebird stamps andprints benefit a wide variety of wildlife 
species that make wetlands and uplands their homes. Monies are used to secure 
or enhance special areas throughout the state or are used for biological pro- 
grams, including expansion of trump uter swan populations in eastern Oregon 
and more. 

Stamp collecting is easy, affordable andfunfor everyone! Plus, limited edition 
fine art waterfowl prints make great gifts and your investment protects wildlife 
populationsforfuture generations. To reserve stamps and prints now, contact the 
Oregon Department ofFish and Wildlife at (503) 229-5410 ext. 206, The Hadley 
Companies at 1-800-927-0880 or your local gallery. 
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